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THE  only  printed  edition  of  these  valuable  records  of  a  past  age  is  in  four  quarto  volumes, 
edited  and  published  by  Sir  John  Fenn,  two  volumes  in  1787,  and  two  others  in  1789  ;  together 
with  a  fifth,  prepared  by  him  for  publication,  but  not  published  till  1823,  many  years  after  his 
death,  by  his  nephew,  William  Frere,  Master  of  Downing  College,  Cambridge.  This  last  volume 
contains  letters  of  the  dates  of  Edward  IV.,  Edward  V.,  Richard  III.,  and  Henry  VII.  The  letters 
in  each  publication  are  arranged  in  a  separate  chronological  series,  although  many  of  them  refer 
to  the  same  periods.  This  edition  is  of  course  far  too  expensive  for  the  great  mass  of  readers ;  the 
cost  of  a  copy  is  eight  guineas,  and  it  is  troublesome  to  follow  the  proper  order  of  succession 
under  such  an  arrangement.  This  has  occasioned  the  present  attempt  to  make  such  valuable 
matter  more  accessible,  by  reprinting  the  volumes  in  a  cheap  form,  and  in  a  more  regular  order, 
abridging  some  of  the  letters  which  are  either  of  little  importance  or  repetitions  of  what  is  con- 
tained in  others,  or  relating  to  uncontested  and  well-known  historical  events  involving  no  mat- 
ters of  peculiar  or  personal  interest ;  but  wherever  we  have  deemed  it  right  to  abridge  or  abstract 
we  have  in  every  case  preserved  as  much  of  the  original  form  and  language  as  possible.  In 
the  original  edition  two  forms  of  the  letters  are  given,  one  an  exact  transcript  of  the  letters 
themselves  in  the  old  and  very  variable  and  therefore  difficult  orthography ;  and  the  other, 
which  we  have  followed,  with  the  orthography  modernised,  but  no  liberty  has  been  taken,  with- 
out notice,  of  either  the  words  or  their  arrangement. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  '  Edinburgh  Review,'  in  an  article  reviewing  Mr.  Tytler's  work 
'  England  under  the  reigns  of  Edward  VI.  and  Mary,1  in  which  were  introduced  many  histo- 
rical documents  and  private  letters  of  the  period,  it  was  contended  that  such  a  work  could  not 
be  popular,  nor  deserved  to  be  so.  The  reviewer  argued,  that  general  readers  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  take  the  pains  or  feel  sufficient  interest  to  examine  into  details  ;  and  in  the  few  cases 
where  they  did,  they  should  themselves  have  recourse  to  the  originals;  for  selections,  copied  at 
the  risk  of  error  in  transcription,  and  modernised  in  the  spelling,  were  likely  to  convey  false 
impressions  frequently  of  the  facts  related,  and  still  more  frequently  of  the  modes  of  thought 
and  expression  used  by  our  ancestors. 

We  believe  the  opinions  here  expressed  are  held,  or  rather  acted  upon,  by  many  who  recoil 
from  the  idea  of  reading  "  historical  documents  "  as  they  would  from  reading  a  modern  act  of 
parliament  for  a  railroad  or  an  inclosure.  But  the  objections  of  the  reviewer,  if  valid,  would 
shut  out  the  public  entirely  from  any  knowledge  of  these  interesting  pictures  of  our  earlier 
history  ;  for  many  of  the  collections  of  MSS.  are  not  accessible  to  the  public,  and  few  or  none 
could  read  them  on  account  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  hand -writing,  he  contractions, 
and  the  ever-varying  orthography.  Fenn  has  in  a  subsequent  paragraph  given  an  answer  to 
most  of  the  items  ;  but  the  only  part  of  the  objection  of  any  weight— that  history  cannot  be  taught 
in  this  way — does  not  apply  to  this  work.  It  is  not  historical,  though  occasionally  touching 
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on  public  matters,  but  domestic  ;  and  it  cannot  but  be  pleasing  to  mark  how  the  passions, 
feelings,  modes  of  thought,  and  prejudices  are  acted  upon  by  the  political  situation,  institutions, 
and  education  of  the  age  in  which  the  writers  lived.  The  '  Original  Letters  written  during 
the  reigns  of  Henry  VI.,  Kdward  IV.,  and  Richard  III.,'  are  not  those  of  statesmen  or  mere 
politicians,  but  of  men  and  women  occasionally  of  course  mixed  up  with  public  affairs,  but 
treating  of  them  only  as  affecting  their  private  interest.  "  The  artless  writers  of  these  letters," 
says  Sir  John  Fenn,  the  editor  of  these  papers,  "  here  communicate  their  private  affairs,  or 
relate  the  reports  of  the  day  ;  they  tell  their  tale  in  the  plain  and  uncouth  phrase  of  the  time  ; 
they  aim  not  at  shining  by  art  or  eloquence,  and  bespeak  credit  by  total  carelessness  of  correc- 
tion and  ornament."  1  Indeed  we  have  probably  in  no  books  so  detailed  and  wholly  unpre- 
judiced a  description  as  in  these  of  the  national  domestic  and  social  manners  arid  modes  of 
action  and  thought,  together  with  the  semi-public  relations  of  the  people,  which,  too  minute 
for  the  notice  of  history,  are  even  on  that  account  the  more  popularly  interesting,  developing 
as  they  do  the  feelings  and  state  of  ^the  most  numerous  classes  in  the  country,  and  explaining 
and  illumining  incidentally  much  of  the  cause  and  course  of  many  historical  events.  In 
many  of  these  letters  we  see,  or  think  we  see,  much  of  the  peculiar  principles  which  have  dis- 
tinguished us  as  a  nation  both  before  and  since  their  date,  and  which,  constantly  instilled, 
have  been  constantly  perpetuated: — untiring  activity,  indomitable  resolution,  and  confident 
self-reliance,  united  to  a  full  sense  of  the  power  and  advantages  of  co-operation,  prodi. 
willingness  to  submit  to  the  most  implicit  subordination  for  the  attainment  of  a  desired  object, 
provided  that  object  is  kept  steadily  in  view ;  and  a  readiness,  if  left  alone,  to  act  alone.  In  this 
collection  we  see  how  mothers  thought  there  were  things  more  to  he  dreaded  1'or  their  sons  than 
death  ;  who  "had  leu  {rather")  they  wer  fayr  hcryed  than  lost  for  defaute  ;"  and  it  was  doubt- 

>m  such  sources  that  our  forefathers  were  enabled  to  show  "  the  mettle  of  their  p.t 
and  that  they  "were  worth  their  breeding,"  alike  in  the  bloody  conflicts  of  Ac:ncourt,  Trafal- 
gar, or  Waterloo,  and  in  the  civil  confers  of  the  time  here  spoken  of,  as  in  the  in 
hut  not  less  arduous  struggles  for  freedom  in  the  houses  of  parliament  and  the  courts  of  law. 

v.  as  then  as  now  the  strong  practical  common  sense,  sometimes  • 
believe,  more  harshly  in  words  than   in  acts.     For  although  in  the  1 
made  to  rest  upon  the  sole  basis  of  property,  we  have  little  doubt    that  then,  as  now.  1 
only  pursued  in  part  so  far  as  to  ensure  independence  and  comfort,  and  that  the  feelings  of  tin- 
were  rarely  if  ever  violated  :  although  law-suits  were  prosecuted  with  great  eagerness, 
and    in   cases  of  disputed   tide,  with  great  vii.l'-nce.   and  all    p 

injustice,  and  oppression,  and  corruption,    yet  the  complaints  seem  generally  to  be.  as  now.  the 
"ii  language  of  all  litigants  particularly  of  defeated  ones  :   although  D 
•   their  polit;  they  think  they  shall  hem-lit  themselves  then-l 

:  enly  to   consult  prudence   than   principle,  yet  on  the  whole  they  seem  as  now   to  make 
their  i;  principles  n-n.iily   to  agree,  and  tin;  letters  being  confide!, 

for  the  occasional  openness  and  hi'  \pres*i«n. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  these  letters  atlord  little  direct  information  as  to  tin-  means  of  in- 
ternal communication.      Journeys  apjtear  to  have  IHVH  made  usually  i  • 
communication*  were  sent  either  by  special  messenge  :i3  about  to 
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letters  being  then  immediately  written  in  haste  to  such  acquaintance  or  friends  as  might  chance 
to  reside  near  to  such  places  as  the  traveller  passed,  or  to  which  he  was  ultimately  destined.  We 
find  many  allusions  in  the  letters  here  published  to  such  opportunities  having  been  embraced. 
Great  care,  however,  seems  to  have  been  taken  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  letter.  It  was 
carefully  folded,  and  fastened  at  the  end  by  a  sort  of  paper  strap,  upon  which  the  seal  was 
affixed;  and  under  the  seal  a  string,  a  silk  thread,  or  even  a  straw  was  frequently  placed 
running  around  the  letter.  We  give  below  a  specimen,  reduced  in  size,  of  the  manner  in  which 
letters  were  folded  and  sealed;  and  many  of  the  seals,  selected  from  those  given  by  Fenn,  are 
introduced  at  the  end  of  the  letters  to  which  they  were  attached, — an  arrangement  we  have 
thought  more  satisfactory  than  giving  them  in  one  or  two  pages  of  plates : — 


The  limited  means  of  communication  must  have  operated  much  to  the  domestic  dis- 
comfort of  the  time.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  matter  of  course  that  a  man  leaving  his  home, 
whether  on  business  or  pleasure,  must  leave  his  family  behind  him,  and  that  even  a  settled 
occupation  in  the  capital,  where  the  individuals  had  estates,  interests,  and  connexions  in 
the  country,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Fastens,  Jenney  and  others,  could  not  overcome  the  difficulties 
and  inconveniences  arising  from  a  want  of  facility  of  movement  and  intercourse.  We  learn 
that  there  were  carriers,  but  we  are  not  told  how  their  journeyings  were  regulated,  but  probably 
not  on  fixed  days,  or  to  any  one  appointed  place,  but  depending  on  their  getting  a  remunerating 
load,  and  going  rather  to  a  district  than  any  one  place.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  they 
were  also  letter-carriers,  as  it  would  form  a  light  and  profitable  addition  to  their  business.  It 
is  curious  to  observe  how  the  profit  thus  arising  from  the  conveyance  of  matters  at  once  im- 
portant from  their  contents,  yet  of  small  bulk,  should  have  ultimately  led  to  the  establishment 
of  a  post-office  ;  while  at  a  more  recent  period,  when  the  post-office  income  formed  a  material 
item  in  the  national  revenue,  it  was  found  that  the  carrier  still  retained  so  large  a  part  of 
this  business,  even  in  defiance  of  law,  as  to  form  a  material  part  of  the  case  justifying  the  re- 
duction of  the  postage  rate  to  so  small  a  sum  as  a  penny. 

As  of  course  all  the  value  of  such  a  collection  depends  on  its  authenticity,  we  shall  quote 
as  much  as  may  be  necessary  from  Sir  John  Fenn's  own  account  of  them  in  his  introduction  to 
the  first  volume. 

"  It  will  now  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  reader  of  the  authenticity  of  the  letters  here  laid 
before  him,  by  presenting  him  with  a  pedigree  of  their  descent,  accompanied  with  such  ob- 
servations as  have  arisen  in  the  mind  of  the  editor,  from  an  accurate  examination  of  every  one 
of  them. 
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"  These  letters  were  most  of  them  written  by,  or  to  particular  persons  of  the  family  of 
Paston,  in  Norfolk  (who  lived  in  the  reigmof  Henry  VI.,  Edward  IV.,  Richard  III.,  and 
Henry  VII.),  were  carefully  preserved  in  that  family  for  several  descents,  and  were  finally  in  the 
possession  of  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  [their  lineal  descendants,  with  whom  the  male  line  of  the 
family  terminated]  ;  they  then  became  the  property  ef  that  great  collector  and  antiquary 
leNeve,  Esq.,  Norroy;  from  him  they  devolved  to  Mr.  Martin,  by  his  marriage  with  Mrs.  le 
Neve,  and  were  a  part  of  his  collections  purchased  by  Mr.  Worth,  from  whom,  in  1771,  they 
came  to  the  editor/1 

"  The  hand-writing  in  some  of  the  letters  is,  though  black  and  thick,  very  true  and  legible  ; 
in  others,  the  decyphering  of  it  has  been  attended  with  much  trouble  and  difficulty." 

"  The  thought  of  transcribing  [or  rather  translating]  each  letter,  according  to  the  rules  of 
modern  orthography  and  punctuation,  arose  from  a  hint  which  the  editor  received  from  an 
antiquary,  respectable  for  Ins  knowledge  and  publications;  whose  opinion  was,  that  many 
would  be  induced  to  read  these  letters,  for  the  sake  of  the  various  matter  they  contain,  for  their 
style,  and  for  their  curiosity,  who,  not  having  paid  attention  to  ancient  modes  of  writing  and 
abbreviations,  would  be  deterred  from  attempting  such  a  task,  by  their  uncouth  apj>earance  in 
their  original  garb.'' 

"  In  the  transcribed  letters,  except  in  the  spelling  and  pointing,  as  little  alteration  is  made 
as  was  possible  ;  the  turn  of  expression  and  phraseology  of  the  original,  even  where  the  grammar 
is  defective,  being  preserved.  The  obsolete  words  are  continued,  but  the  sense  is  expressed  l>y 
modern  words  or  phrases,  in  italics  between  parentheses."  We  introduce  here  one  of  the  letters 
in  its  original  orthography,  &c.,  and  we  select  one  written  by  a  secretary  and  signed  by  a  j>eer 
as  a  fair  specimen,  with  the  copy  in  the  parallel  column  as  it  appears  in  the  present  edition. 
The  autographs  added  to  many  of  the  letters  will  afford  sufficient  specimens  of  the  writing  of 
file  period. 

To  the  r'xjht  i/wshipful  and  with  all  myn  herte  right  entirely-belovid  brother,  the  Vis<\»int 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  wt  all  myn  herte  right 
entierly  beloved  brother  I  recomaunde  me  to 
you  thenking  right  herteli  youre  good  brother- 
hode  for  youre  gode  and  gentill  1'res  the  whiche 
it  hath  liked  you  to  sende  unto  me  nowe  late 
and  like  it  you  to  knowe  I  p'seeve  by  the 
tenor  of  the  seid  1're  youre  gode  desire  of 
crtein  dubete  that  I  owe  unto  you.  In  gode 
t'eitli  brother  it  is  so  w*  me  at  this  tyme  I  have 
but  easy  stuffe  of  money  w'inne  me,  for  so 
meche  as  the  seison  of  the  yei  is  n.  • 
•  •II  so  that  I  may  not  plese  youre  seid 
brotherhode  as  God"  knoweth  my  wille  and 
entent  were  to  do  and  I  had  it. 

Nevrthel.-s  and  it  like  you  I  sende  y>n  hi 
my  sonne  Station!  an  obligation  wherof  of 
late  tyme  I  lia\e  resceivid  part  of  the  dubete 
therinne  romj.'.sid,  the  residue  of  whiche  I 
prai  you  to  rcsccve  In  the  seid  obligacion  and 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  with  all  mine  heart 
right  entirely  beloved  brother.  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  thanking  right  heartily  your  good 

brotherhood  for  your  good    and  gentle  1- 
the  which  it  hath  liked  you  to  send  unto  me 
now  late:  and    like   it  you  to    know,    I  per- 
cei\  e,    by    the    tenor    of  the 

good  desire  of  certain  debt  that  I  owe  unto 
you. 

In  good  faith,  brother,  it  is  so  with  me  at  this 
time    that     I    have   but    ea<y  stuff  of  m 
within  me,    for  so  much  as  •  t   the 

year  is  not  yet  grown,  so  that  I  may  not  please 
your  said  good  brotherhood,  as  God  km.weth 
my  will  and  intent  \\r,.  //,  I  had 

it." 

I  ami    (if)   it   like  you,  I  send 
you  by  my  .-on  Stafford  an  obligation,  wl 
of  late  time   I  h,i.  part  of  (lie  debt 
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that  I  may  have  an  acquitance  yrof  and  to 
yeve  credence  unto  my  seid  sonne  in  such 
thing  as  he  shall  say  unto  your  gode  brother- 
hode  on  my  behalve. 

Right  worshipfull  and  wl  all  myn  herte 
right  entirely-belovid  brother  I  beseche  the 
blissed  Trinite  pVve  you  in  honor  and 
pVp'ite. 

Writen  at  my  Castell  of  Makestok  the 
xvij  day  of  Marche. 

Yowre  trew  and  feyfull  broder 


therein  comprised;  the  residue  of  which  I 
pray  you  to  receive  by  the  said  obligation, 
and  that  I  may  have  an  acquittance  thereof, 
and  to  give  credence  unto  my  said  son  in 
such  thing  as  he  shall  say  unto  your  good 
brotherhood  on  my  behalf. 

Right  worshipful,  and  with  all  mine  heart 
right  entirely-beloved  brother,  I  beseech  the 
Blessed  Trinity  preserve  you  in  honour  and 
prosperity. 

Written  at  my  Castle  of  Makestock,  the 
17th  day  of  March. 

Your  true  and  faithful  brother, 

H.  BUCKINGHAM. 


Sir  John  Fenn  says ;  "  the  paper  on  which  they  are  written  is  of  different  degrees  of  fineness; 
some  sheets  being  rough,  and,  what  we  now  call  very  coarse,  while  others  are  perfectly  smooth 
and  of  a  much  finer  texture;  these  different  sorts,  however,  must  have  been  all  of  foreign 
manufacture,  since  the  art  of  paper-making  was  not  introduced  into  England  before  the  reign 
of  Henry  VII.1 

"  The  size  of  the  whole  sheets  of  paper  varies  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length,  as  the 
writing  runs,  and  from  about  sixteen  to  seventeen,  or  eighteen  inches  in  depth. 
':    "  The  various  sizes  of  the  letters  themselves  are  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length,  to  three, 
six,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  inches,  or  more  in  depth,  according  to   the  quantity  of  the  matter 
written. 

"  Most  of  the  letters  have  been  neatly  folded  up  in  different  shapes,  from  three  to  four  inches 
in  length,  and  from  one  and  an  half  to  three  inches  in  breadth,  having  either  a  hole  cut  by 
a  knife,  and  a  piece  of  paper  put  through  it ;  or  threads  drawn  through  by  a  needle,  and 
brought  under  the  seal,  by  which  they  were  fastened. 

"  Many  of  the  seals  are  so  far  perfect  as  to  discover  the  impressions  of  arms,  crests,  letters, 
heads,  or  some  other  devices ;  some  of  them  have  likewise  a  braid  of  string,  or  straw  twisted 
round  the  impression,  and  fixed  when  the  wax  was  warm. 

"  The  dates  are  sometimes,  though  seldom,  fully  expressed  in  the  letters,  except  in  some  of 
those  of  particular  writers,  as  Sir  John  Fastolf  and  Sir  John  Pastoii ;  the  day  of  the  month  only, 
or  the  saint's  name,  to  whom  the  day  is  dedicated,  being  generally  all  the  date  they  have. 

"  The  editor  has  taken  some  trouble  to  supply  these  defects,  and  to  fix  the  exact  dates  of  the 
letters  from  calendars,  from  some  fact  mentioned,  or  other  data  in  the  letters  themselves,  and 
by  these  means  to  place  the  different  letters  in  chronological  order.  In  this  his  success  has  in 
a  great  measure  answered  his  own  expectations,  and  he  hopes  those  of  his  readers  will  not  be 
disappointed,  since  they  may  not  be  aware  how  much  time  and  trouble  the  ascertaining  of  the 
date  of  a  single  letter  has  sometimes  cost  him. 

1  Sir  John  Fenn  gives  many  plates  of  the  paper-marks,  but  they  offerjuothing  peculiar  or  interesting,  except 
as  they  assist  in  establishing  the  age  of  the  writing.  b 
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"  It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the  date  of  the  year  is  always  supposed  to  commence  on 
the  25th  day  of  March;  and  that  the  full  dates  are  always  placed  at  the  end  of  tin- 
letters;  where,  notwithstanding  all  the  endeavours  of  the  editor,  some  still  remain  uncertain  as 
to  the  exact  year,  &c." 

Sir  John  Fenn  performed  his  laborious  task  on  the  whole  with  much  ability,  and  his  anno- 
tations, identifying  and  giving  an  account  of  the  personages  writing  or  mentioned  in  tin 
are  very  satisfactory  and  complete.     We  have  found  occasion  to  differ  with  his  translation 
or  his  explanations  on  some  occasions,  but  they  are  few  considering  the  difficulty  and  labour 
of  his  undertaking.     There  is,  however,  one  point  upon  which  we  think  he  errs,  and  upon 
which  he  takes  every  opportunity  of  dilating;  we  mean  the  barbarity,  violence,  bloodthirsti- 
ness,  and  corruption  of  the  times.     In  the  notes  we  have  ventured  to  suggest  another  and  we 
think  a  juster  conclusion,  and  in  corroboration  of  our  view  we  extract  the  following  passages 
from  the  « Pictorial  History  of  England.'     After  the  first  battle  of  St.  Alban's  it  is  I 
"No    acts    of   vengeance    were    committed:    it  was    considered   that   the  Somerset  faction 
had  suffered   sufficiently    in   the  deaths  of  the  lords  in  the  affair  of  St.    Alban's.     Not    a 
drop  of  blood  was  spilt,  nor  a  single  attainder  passed/1     And  "there  were  s<> 
points  of  difference  in  the  civil  wars  of  the  two  countries;  the  object-  ,-lish  factions 

were  loftier  and  better  defined  than  those  of  the  French  parties;  they  deliberated  a  lung 
time  before  they   drew   the    sword;  and,    when   they    drew  it,    they    wielded   it  in  a  more 
manly  fashion.     Instead  of  proceeding  by  surprises  and  assassinations,  sieges  of  cast!- 
paltry  skirmishes, — instead  of  dragging  on  an  indecisive  war  year  after  year,  harrowing  and 

i  the  substance  of  the  poor  people,  each  party  collected  its  forces  at  once,  and  hastened 
to  try  the  issue  at  once  Ji,  an  open  Held  of  battle."1  The  general  tenorof  these  letters  confirms 
this  view;  fewer  none  fell  except  in  battle,  or  immediately  afterward*  as  traitors  taken  in 
arms  against  what,  was  called  by  the  victorious  party  their  sovereign,  and  of  those  generally 
only  the  more  active  and  powerful  leaders,  and  it  is  remarkable  how  easily  the  middling  and 

table  classes  were  allowed  to  get  off.     After  Cade's  rebellion  the  punishments  were  in  ither 
numerous  nor  bloody ;  and  even  under  the  harsh  and  severe  reign  of  Kdward  IV.  only  one 
person  of  these  classes  immediately  connected  with  these  letters,  Sir  Thomus  Todenha.. 
fered  death  on  the  scaffold,  and  that  was  for  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  Queen  Margaret 
after  the  captivity  of  Henry  VI.,  her  expulsion  from  the  kingdom,  and  the  recognition  I 
lianient  of  Edward  IV.  as  the  rightful  sovereign.     Several  were  indeed  attainted,    but 
to  have  been  shortly  restored,  with   little  damage  to  their  rank  or   j  .    Sir  J 

laments  over  the  obstructions  to  and  corruptions  of  justice.     As  we  have  already  I. 

,nk,  these  laments  are  chiefly  poured  out  on  the  statements  of  unsucce 
considering  the  turbulence  of  the  linn--:,  we  are   more  inclined   to   wonder  at  the  unin. 
course  of  the  laws.     The  assizes  are  held  regularly.      In  Letter  cxii.  \\.  .land 

.  a>  also  the    money  offered  !  -  iving   he  had    in •:. 

and  adding  that  he  would  -erve  .1.  l'a-i>  n.  for  whom  the  application  w.i- 

and  that  In-  would  endeavour  to  empaimel  a  fair  jury,  and  this  in  a  period  when 

.'  are   now  fees  were  consider  .    in    Letter 

desires  Stephen   Scrop.   to  thank  his  father,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  R 

rii/hlful  favour  sho\v  n  me  in  the  matter  of  Sir  Thomas  Todenham.  :ms  of  the  courts 

1  l'i«-  l.mil,  vul.  ii.  i>.  93. 
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were  not  so  precise! y  fixed  as  at  present,  and  there  were  no  doubt  opportunities  of  favouring 
parties  by  expediting  their  causes  and  in  other  ways,  without  materially  violating  either  law 
•or  justice  :  and  though  some  parties  might  feel  aggrieved  and  complain,  we  think  the  irregu- 
larities seldom  arose  from  bribery.  In  political  matters  no  doubt  the  judges  had  their 
prejudices,  and  the  unfixed  forms  were  much  ofterier,  it  is  probable,  wrested  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  persons  opposed  to  them. 

Sir  John  also  asserts  the  undue  and  dominating  power  of  the  great  noblemen  of  the  time 
over  the  elections  of  members  of  parliament.  We  have  endeavoured  to  show,  in  our  additional 
notes  to  the  letters  alluding  to  these  practices,  that  they  do  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
such  influences  existed.  The  leading  political  noblemen  and  landowners  no  doubt  used  then, 
as  now,  all  the  influence  they  possessed,  and  their  desires  may  have  been  expressed  in  plainer 
language  than  is  used  at  present,  and  more  directly  from  their  own  mouths ;  but  we  think  it 
clear  from  their  letters  that  their  wishes  were  often  successfully  opposed  by  the  freeholders, 
and  that  still  oftener  they  were  forced  to  make  compromises  with  each  other  on  the  best  terms 
they  could.  That  the  privilege  was  not  considered  with  anything  like  indifference  by  the 
electors  is  proved  by  the  passing  of  two  acts  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,1  and  we  quote  an  extract 
from  Hume  to  this  effect,  in  order  to  give  at  the  same  time  his  opinion  of  the  matter : — 

"  In  the  eighth  and  tenth  of  this  king,"  says  Hume,  "  laws  were  enacted,  limiting  the 
electors  to  such  as  were  possessed  of  forty  shillings  a-year  in  land,  free  from  all  burdens 
within  the  county."  *  *  *  *  "  The  preamble  of  the  statute  is  remarkable  :  *  Whereas 
the  elections  of  knights  have  of  late,  in  many  counties  of  England,  been  made  by  outrages  and 
excessive  numbers  of  people,  many  of  them  of  small  substance  and  value,  yet  pretending  to  a 
right  equal  to-  the  best  knights  and  esquires ;  whereby  manslaughters,  riots,  batteries,  and 
divisions  among  the  gentlemen  and  other  people  of  the  same  counties,  shall  very  likely  rise  and 
be,  unless  due  remedy  be  provided  in  this  behalf,'  &c.  We  may  learn  from  these  expressions 
what  an  important  matter  the  election  of  a  member  of  parliament  was  now  become  in  England  : 
that  assembly  was  beginning  in  this  period  to  assume  great  authority  ;  the  Commons  had  it 
much  in  their  power  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  they  failed  of  success  in  this 
particular,  it  proceeded  less  from  any  exorbitant  power  in  the  crown  than  from  the  licentious 
spirit  of  the  aristocracy,  and  perhaps  from  the  rude  education  of  the  age,  and  their  own  igno- 
rance of  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  regular  administration  of  justice."2  One  of  the 
letters  in  this  collection  gives  an  account  of  an  election  riot,  arising  from  a  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  sheriff  in  issuing  the  writ,  but  which  does  not  appear  to  have  exceeded  that  of  an  election 
mob  of  the  present  day ;  some  '  battery '  perhaps  among  one  another,  some  broken 
windows,  but  no  manslaughter  nor  any  apparent  intervention  of  the  nobility.  In  this  same 
reign  also  the  Commons  made  their  importance  felt,  by  interfering  against  the  received  theory 
and  avowed  opinions  of  the  aristocracy  that  the  right  of  appointing  regents  and  protectors  lay 
with  them  only,  in  the  nomination  of  the  Duke  of  York  as  protector  for  the  second  time,  and 
their  assent  is  formally  introduced  into  the  act  passed  to  ratify  the  election  of  the  peers.3 

But,  after  all,  the  chief  interest  of  this  collection  will  be  found  in  its  domestic  and  social 
character.  WTe  see  the  modes  of  living,  of  dress,  of  educating  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 

1  Statutes  at  Large,  8  Hen.  VI.  cap.  7,  and  10  Hen.  VI. cap.  2. 

2  Hume's  Hist,  of  England—  remarks  at  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

3  Pict.  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  93. 
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middling  classes  ;  we  are  told  of  the  little  transactions  that  enliven  or  distract  the  quietude  of 
private  life,  the  quarrels  with  neighbours,  the  slanders  of  enemies,  of  marriages,  deaths,  the  mak- 
ing and  executing  of  wills,  and  incidentally  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  country. 
We  discover  that  the  people  were  not  so  priest  ridden  as  has  been  asserted  and  believed  ;  and 
that  priests  were  by  no  means  above  the  law;  though  their  superior  education  and  a 
made  them  useful  and  therefore  influential;  and  we  hare  a  specimen  of  the  style  of  popular 
preaching.  We  are  shown  also  the  great  extent  of  parental  authority,  and  the  lowly  and  sub- 
missive style  used  by  children  to  and  of  their  parents,  and  by  the  wife  to  the  hushand,  which  will 
not  fail  to  be  noticed  by  the  reader;  as  also  the  extrem  •  respect  and  formality  with  which  all 
correspondents  address  each  other.  In  all  such  points  we  have  no  record  so  complete  and  so 
satisfactory  in  any  other  period  of  our  history. 

We  have  now  only  a  few  words  to  add  of  our  share  in  the  present  edition.    We  ha\  e  carefully 
compared  the  translation  with  the  original  transcript,  and  corrected  many  inaccuracies  of  the 
worthy  editor  silently,  where  they  were  of  minor  importance  :  in  other  cases  we  have  marked 
our  alterations  or  additions  by  brackets  [  ~j,  or  noticed  them   in  the  notes.     We  have  retained 
most  of  Sir  John  Fenn's  annotations,  to  which  we  have  added  such  of  our  own  as  we  have  ti 
necessary  either  for  correcting  or  explaining  them,  marking  these  additions  also  by  in 
them  in  brackets.     We  have  rarely  altered  his  chronological  arrangements,  as  m any  of  th< 
do  not  admit  of  affixing  to  them  a  precise  date,  and  where  we  have  done  so  it  is  noticed,  and 
the  reasons  given  in  a  note. 

The  chronological  order  of  Sir  J.  Fenn's  edition   jdac.es  at  the  beginning  two  docn 
both  much  prior  in  point  of  date  to  any  of  the  succeeding  letters,  and  neither  pos~<  -;Mg  the 
character  of  the  rest  of  the  collection.     The  first  is,  '•  Articles  declaring  how  the   Karl  of 
Warwick  took  the  charge  of  Henry  VI. ;"  the  other  is,  "  A  petition  against  Sir  William  i 
knight,  a  judge  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  by   W.  I  Jailing.'1     As,  howe\ 
botli  curious,  j>articularly  the  first  mentioned,  we  have  thought  it  better  to  append  them  to  this 
introduction  than  to  print  them  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

On  the  buck  ni  the  parchment  on  which  these  articles  are  transcribed  is  written  "The  r 

Warwick,"  and  then  the  following  memorandum  :   "  xxi\  i.  A"  nudrcinni  apud  \Ve< 

fiierfit  p'ntes  Artieuli  corn  DflU  infra  subscril>entib/.  et  ad  eosd1"  U'nsionc.s  ibid1"  daltantr  continue  i, 
putct,  p'ntibus  Duis  infraseriptis.  ' 

Articles  declaring  how  the  Earl  of  Warwick^  took  the  charge  of  Kin;/  Hem-;/  I'l. 

let  thereto,  or  cause  any  ci.  .It,  or 

blame  to  be  laid  upon  the  I .  j,  j,  k 

at  any  time  without  his  desert,  he  < 


FOR  the  good  rule,  demeaning,  and  surety  of  ' 
the   king's   person,  'and    draught   of  him    to 
virtue  and  cunning  (knowledge)  and  eschewing 
v  thing  that  might  give  imj)eachment  or 

1   Kit-hard    IVauchamp,    Karl    of    Warwick,    was 
lx>rn   in   I:JK<>.   and,  whether   we   consider   hi::. 
soldier  or  statesman,  was  one  of  the  most  cou,ider- 
:    nonages  of  his  time.     In  M'>s  he  v  i-it.-d  the 

H.-m.  and  mi   his    j 

acquitted  himself  witll   the  greatest  \almirat 
•  -   of  ••  aloiir  in  tin- 


that  j>eril  and  business  of  hi.,  ,  ,,t  th 

B  was  recalled   from   Fratx  !i;,,l  a 

princi].al  command   under  the  !>'.  !.  and 

upon    tint   duke's    decea>e.   in    ! 

thither    ajrain    as  recent.      He  died  at   the   e.i--. 

Kouen  in  Nonnami} 

hi^    body,   by    hi-    0 

Knt'land,   v... 


il    jir: 

ii'iHiinti'il  him   u'u  irili.ui   and   preceptor  to  liis         he  h.id  dir<  .;lt.  should   b. 

ion,  which  appointment  upon  his  d.Mth  wa»  j    reception.     This  chapel,  to>;.-ther  with  the  . 

confirmed  by  parliament.      In  consequence  of  this  i    cent  tomb  of  its  founder,  cost  2481/.  4s.  ~{d. 
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king's  person  groweth  so,  that  that  authority 
and  power,  given  to  him  before,  sufficeth  him 
nought  without  more  thereto,  desireth  there- 
fore these  things  that  follow  : — 

1.  First,  that  considering  that  the  charge  of 
the  rule,  demeaning,  and  governance,  and 
also  of  nurture  of  the  king's  person,  resteth 


upon 


the  said  earl  whilst  it    shall  like  the 


king,  arid  the  peril,  danger,  and  blame,  if  any 
lack  or  default  were  in  any  of  these,  the  which 
lack  or  default  might  be  caused  by  ungodly 
or  unvirtuous  men,  if  any  such  were  about 
his  person  ;  he  desireth  therefore  for  the  good 
of  the  king  and  for  his  own  surety  to  have 
power  and  authority  to  name,  ordain,  arid 
assign,  and,  for  cause  that  shall  be  thought  to 
him  reasonable,  to  remove  those  that  shall  be 
about  the  king's  person  of  what  estate  or  con- 
dition that  they  be,  not  intending  to  compre- 
hend in  this  desire  the  steward,  chamberlain, 
treasurer,  controller,  nor  sergeants  of  offices, 
save  such  as  serve  about  the  king's  person 
and  for  his  mouth. 

Rno.  (Reponsio.^)  Answer.  As  toward  the 
naming,  ordinance,  and  assignation  before  said, 
it  is  agreed,  so  that  he  take  in  none  of  the  four 
knights  nor  esquires  for  the  body,  without  the 
advice  of  my  Lord  of  Bedford,1  him  being  in 
England,  and  him  being  out,  of  my  Lord  of 
Gloucester, a  arid  of  the  remanent  of  the  king's 
council. 

2.  Item,  the  said  earl  desireth  that  where 
he  shall  have  any  person  in  his  discretion 
suspect  (suspected)  of  misgovernance,  and  not 
behoveful  nor  expedient  to  be  about  the  king, 
except  the  estates  of  the  house,  that  he  may 

1  John  Plantagenct,  Duke  of  Bedford,  brother  to 
the  late  king,  and  regent  of  France,  was  one  of  the 
most  valiant  and  accomplished  princes  of  his  age. 
He  knighted  his  nephew,  King  Henry  VI.  in  1425, 
and  dying  at  Paris  in  1435,  was  buried  under  a  sump- 
tuous monument  in  Our  Lady's  Church  at  Rouen, 
which,  when  Lewis  XI.  was  counselled  to  deface,  he 
nobly  replied,  "  Touch  it  not;  let  the  body  of  that 
great  man  rest  in  peace,  which  when  alive  would 
have  disquieted  the  proudest  of  us  all." 

2  Humphrey    Plantagenet,    Duke  of  Gloucester, 
protector  of  the  realm  of  England,  and  youngest 
brother  to  Henry  V.  was  a  scholar  and  a  statesman. 
At  a  parliament  holden  at  St.  Edmund's  Bury,  in 
1446-7,  he  was  arrested  for  high  treason,  and  shortly 
after  was  found  murdered  in  his  bed  in  the  abbey 
there,  by  the  contrivance  and  procurement,  as  it  was 
supposed  of  Queen  Margaret,  and  the  then  Marquis 
of  Suffolk,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cardinal  of  Win- 
chester.    He  was  buried  at  St.  Alban's,  and  in  1703 
his  body  was  discovered  preserved  in  a  kind  of  pickle. 


jut  them  from  exercise  and  occupation  of  the 
king's  service,  till  that  he  shall  mowe  [be  able 
to]  have  speech  with  my  Lords  of  Bedford  or 
of  Gloucester,  and  witli  the  other  lords  of  the 
king's  council,  to  that  end  that  the  default  of 
any  such  person  \being~^  known  unto  him,  shall 
mowe  ordain  thereupon  as  them  (they)  shall 
think  be  expedient  and  behoveful. 
Answer.  It  is  agreed  as  it  is  desired. 

3.  Item,  the   said  earl   desireth  that,  for 
sickness  and  other  causes  necessary  and  reason- 
able, he  may,  by  warning  to  my  Lords  of 
Bedford  or  Gloucester,  and  the  king's  council 
be  and  stand  freely  discharged  of  the  said 
occupation  and  business  about  the  king's  per- 
son, under  the  favour  and  good  grace  of  the 
king,  my  Lords  of  Bedford  and  Gloucester, 
arid  other  lords  of  the  king's  council. 

Answer.  It  is  agreed  as  it  is  desired. 

4.  Item,  that  considering  how,  blessed  be 
God,  the  king  is  grown  in  years,  in  stature  of 
his  person,  and  also  in  conceit  and  knowledge 
of  his  high  and  royal  authority  and  estate, 
the  which  naturally  cause  him,  and  from  day 
to  day  as  he  groweth  shall  cause  him  more 
arid  more,  to  grudge  with  chastising,  and  to 
loath  it,  so  that  it  may  reasonably  be  doubted 
lest  he  will  conceive  against  the  said  earl,  or 
any  other  that  will  take  upon  him  to  chastise 
him  for  his  defaults,  displeasure  or  indigna- 
tion therefore,  the  which  without,  due  assist- 
ance is  not  easy  to  be  born.     It  like  therefore 
to  my  Lord  of  Gloucester  and  to  all  the  lords 
of  the  king's  council  to  promitte  (promise)  to 
the  said  earl  and  assure  him  that  they  shall 
firmly  and  truly  assist  him  in  the  exercise  of 
the  charge  and  occupation  that  he  hath  about 
the  king's  person,    namely   in  chastising   of 
him  for  his  defaults,  and  support  the  said 
earl  therein ;  and  if  the  king  at  any  time 
will   conceive  for    that    cause    indignation 
against  the  said  earl,  my  said  Lord  of  Glou- 
cester and  lords  shall  do  all  their  true  dili- 
gence and  power  to  remove  the  king  therefrom. 

Answer.  It  is  agreed  as  it  is  desired. 

5.  Item,  the  said  earl  desireth,  that  foras- 
much as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  remove  the 
king's  person  at  divers  times  into  sundry  places 
as  the  cases  may  require,  that  he  may  have 
power  and  authority  to  remove  the  king  by 
his  discretion  into  what  place  him  (he)  think- 
eth  necessary  for  the  health  of  his  body  and 
surety  of  his  person. 
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Answer.  It  is  agreed  as  it  is  desired. 

6.  Item,  sith  («'/«?«)  the  said  earl  hath  take 
upon  him  the  governance  of  the  king's  person, 
he  desireth  that  all  the  estates,  officers  and 
servants  of  the  king's  house,  of  what  estate 
and  condition  they  be.  have  special  command- 
ment and  charge  given  by  my  Lords  of  Bed- 
ford and  Gloucester,  and  by  the  lords  of  the 
king's  council,  that  in  all  manner  [of]  things 
seen  and  advised  by  the  said  earl's  discretion, 
that  is  for  the  king's  estate,  worship,  health, 
and  profit,  by  his  commandment  and  ordain- 
ance,  they  be  attendant  and  obeissant  in  ac- 
complishing thereof. 

Answer.  Jt  is  agreed  as  it  is  desired. 

7.  Item,  forasmuch  as  the  said  earl   hath 
knowledge  that  in  speech  that  hath  been  had 
unto  the  king  at  part  (apart)  and  in  private, 
not  hearing  the  said  earl,  nor  any   of  the 
knights  set  about  his  person  nor  assigned  by 
the  said  earl,  he  hath  been  stirred  by  some 
from  his  learning,  and  spoken  to  of  diverse 
matters  not  behoveful ;  the  said  earl  doubting 
the  harm  that  might  fall  to  the  king,  and  the 
inconvenience  that  might  ensue  of  such  speech 
at  part,  if  it  were  su tiered,  desireth  that  in  all 
speech  to  be  had  with  the  king,  he  or  one  of 
the  four  knights,  or  some  person  to  be  assigned 
by  the  said  earl,  be  present  and  privy  to  it. 

Answer.  This  article  is  agreed,  excepting 
swh  persons,  as  for  MiL'hiuNs  of  blood,  and  for 
their  estate,  ou^ht  ot  reason  to  be  sull'ered 
to  speak  with  the  king. 

8.  Item,  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  known 
to  the  king  that  it  proceedeth  of  the  assent, 
advice,  and  agreement,  of  my  Lord  of  Glou- 
cester, and  all  my  lords  of  the  king's  council, 
that  the  king  be  chastised  for  his  defaults  or 
trespasses,  and  that  for  awe  thereof  he  forbear 

nun-  to  do  amiss,  and  intend  the  more 
busily  to  virtue  and  to  learning;  the  said 
carl  desireth  that  my  lord  of  Gloucester,  and 
my  said  other  lords  of  the  council  or  great 
part  of  them,  that  is  to  say,  the  chan 
and  treasurer,  and  of  everych  (even/}  estate  in 
.iinril  spiritual  and  temporal,  smue  come 
to  tli  -•  nee.  ami  there  to  make  to  be 

declared  to  him  there  agreement  in  that  behalf. 

•  T.    When    tiie    king   conieth 
London,  .ill  his  council  si  mil  come  to  his  pre- 
sence, and  there  this  shall  be  declared  to  him. 
»    !».    Item,  the  said  earl,  that  all  his  days  hath 
above  all  other  earthly  things  desired,   and 


ever  shall,  to  keep  his  truth  and  worship  un- 
blemished and  unhurt,  and  may  not  for  all 
that  let  (prevent)  malicious  and  untrue  men 
to  make  informations  of  his  person,  such  as 
they  may  not,  nor  dare  not  stand  by,  nor  be 
not  true;  beseecheth  therefore  my  Lord  of 
Gloucester,  and  all  my  said  lords  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  if  they  or  any  of  them  have  been 
informed  of  anything  that  may  be  or  found 
to  his  charge  or  default,  and  namely  in  his 
occupation  and  rule  about  the  king's  person, 
that  the  said  earl  may  have  knowledge  there- 
of, to  the  intent  that  he  may  answer  thereto, 
and  not  dwell  in  heavy  or  sinister  conceit  or 
opinion  without  his  desert,  and  without  answer. 
Answer.  It  is  agreed. 

1  CROMWELL.  5  .T.  BATMEN  CANC. 
H.  GLOUCESTRE.       c  J.  lt< 

2  J.  EBOR.  '  SI-KFOMC. 

8  P.  EM  EN.  8  H.  STAFFORD. 

4  W.  LINCOLN.  °.I. 

29  November,  1432. 11  H.  VI. 

1  Ralph   Lord  Cromwell,  was  Lord  Trea-ui-r   in 
1434. 

a  John  Kempe  was  translated  from  Ix>n«i 
York  in  1426,  and  from  thi>  MM-  to  (.'anu-rlmry  in 
1452,  where  he  died  \ery  old  in  14i3. 

3  Philip  Morgan  Bishop  of    W  iran*- 
latedto  illy  in  1-i'jf, ;  In- was  a  man  of  learnii:- 
\vi-d(in>,  and  died  in  1434. 

4  William  Grey  was  translated  t->  the  see  of  Lin- 
coln, from  that  of  London,  in  l-t:;i,  and  died  in 
1435. 

5  John  Stafford,  Hisho-. 

brother  to  the  Karl  <>f  Station!,  was  I.oi,. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  - 
and  died  in  1452. 

6  John  Langdon,  elected  Bishop  of  1 
1421,  was  hoth  an  antiquary  and  historian,  ai>  : 
at  the  c-ouneil  of  Hasil  in  1 

•William  delal'ole.  Karl  of  Suffolk,  was,  in  1443, 
made  Mari|iiis.  and  in  1 14*  .-rented  Dn>. 
19  prime  mini-ter  to  Henn 

ite   of   his  «|  : 

ill  dix-ontent  iii  1  1  >»,  he  was  taken  on  the  sea, 
and  In-headed  without  trial. 

-  Mumphrev  SUfford,  Earl  of  Stafford,  and::. 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  was  kii,> 
Northampton  in  1  l< 
the  royal  army  \vi:h  the  1 ' 

111. 

9  John  Holland  restored  an  Karl  of 
in  1116,  was  afterv  i 
wan  Admiral 

"I   London.      He  ili<-d  in  '. 

'   liurrh,  new  t 

As  a  specimen  of  the  wh 

it  of  these  articles,   with    all    th 
placed  as  th.  vd  to  the  original 

meat,  i»  gi\  en 
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On  the  back  of  this  petition,  in  a  hand  of  the  time,  is  written   "  Falsa  IHlla  Willi  Dalling  tra'  p'liament 
temp'e  pr.  Hem.  (irey  fciodccimo  Re.L'is  Hen*,  vjti."     Uy  this  endorsement  the  l>ill  appears  to  ha- 
d«:cl:irod  a  false  one.  and  the  petition  rejected  ;   it  may  therefore  !»•  siip]>oscd  that  tUc  accusations 
grounded.     The.   reason    lor  tut  charge  might  be  this,  that  when   Sir  William  was  an  acting  lawyer  In- 
received  general  retaining  fees  from  corporations,  religions    societies,   and   persons  of  cons, 
tlieir  standhiL'  counsel,  and  which  possibly  might  be  continued  to  him  after  he  became  a  jnd»e,  as  a  mark 
of  their  respect  and  as  a  reward  tor  the  ..Mod  service,  he  had  formerly  done  them;  this  might  certainly  ^ivc 
cause  to  suspect  his  impartiality  when  any  causes  in  which  these  societies,  &c.  were  concerned  cam. 
him.     This  j>etition  seems  to  originate  from  some  part  lie  had  taken  in  favour  of  a  lady,  whereby  the  ward- 
ship of  a  minor  was  made  less  \aluablc  to  the  king,  or,  most  probably,  to  the  person  who  had  purchased  it 
from  the  crown.     Such  a  conduct  in  those  times  must  have  appeared  very  extraordinary,  when  the  judges 
were  entirely  under  the  rc^'al  control. 

Sir  William  PaMon  was  born  in  137K,  became  a  judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  1430,  and  from  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct  was  called  The  Good  Judge.  The  following  memorandum  recorded  by  his  widow 
of  his  death  deserves  notice,  as  it  shows  the  reverence  paid  to  his  corpse,  by  kneeling  at  the  loot  of  the  bed 
on  which  it  lay. 

"On  the  Thnrscday  at  nyght  before  our  L;uly's  day  the  Assiipcon  betwixt  xj  and  xij  of  the  rlokk  in  the  yer 
of  or  Lord  (Jod  .vccrr  and  xliiij,  the  Sondays  1're  on  the  I),  died  my  hnsbond,  fJod   a-isoyl.-  i 
on  the  Fryday  after  I  sent  for  John  Paston,  John  Dam,  £c.  and  on  the  \\Ydynysday  after  cam  John 
Paston,  &c.    And  on  the  Fryday  John  Paston,  John  Dam,  and  I  yede  into  the  chambre,  and  they 
of  me  to  see  the  wyll;  I  lete  the'm  see  it;  and  John  Dam  redde  it, "and  when  he  had  redde  it,  John  : 
walkyd  up  and  down  in  the  chamb'e,  John  Dam  and  I  knelyd  at  the  beddy's  fete." 

A  petition  to  the  Commons  of  England  against  Sir  William  Puston,  knight }  a  judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  by  William  Dallittg. 


I'U.ASE  it  to  therightsage  and  wise  Commons 
of  this  present  parliament,  that  where  (a*) 
every  justice  of  the  king  is  sworn  that  he 
should  not  take  no  fees  nor  rewards  for  to  be 
of  counsel  with  no  man,  but  only  with  our 
sovereign  lord  the  king,  and  thereto  they  be 
•from, 

Please  it  to  (the]  Commons  of  the  present 
parliament  that  William  Paston,  one  of  the 
justices  of  our  sovereign  lord  (the)  king 
tiikcth  divers  fees  and  rewards  of  divers 
;,s  \\  ithin  the  shires  of  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, and  is  withhold  with  every  matter  in  the 
said  countries;  lluit  is  to  say — 

Of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  1s.  yearly. 

Of  th<-  Abbot  of  St.  Heriefs  xxvj*.  viijd. 

Of  the  Prior  of  St.  Faith's  xx*. 

Of  my  Lady  Rothenhale l  xx*. 

1  ThU  sentence  in  the  original  has  a  line  drawn 
over  it.  She  w:.s  a  widow  of  Sir  John  Rothenhale, 
kniuht.  and  d>iuir  at  Caister,  by  Yarmouth,  in  1440, 
was  buried  in  Norwich  cathedral. 


Of  the  Prior  of  Norwich  xl". 
Of  the  Prior  of  Pentney  xxf. 
Of  the  town  of  Lynn  x"l§. 
Of  the  Prior  of  Walnnghao  xx8. 

And  of  Katharine  Shi-lton*  x  marks  (G/.  13«. 
4rf.)  against  the  king  for  to  be  of  her  counsel 
for  to  destroy  the  right  of  the  king  and  of  his 
ward,  that  is  for  to  say,  Ralph,3  son  and  heir 
'of  John  Shelton. 

1434.     13  H.  VI. 


2  Catharine,  widow  of  William  Shelton,  Ksq.  and 
daughter    of    Simon     Ilarret,    was    grandmot: 
Ralph,  and  died  in  1456. 

,:    Ralph     Shelton,    knight,    son    and    heir   of 
John  Shelton.    Ks<|.was  born  in    1  liio  ;    lie  mail  led, 

•ct.  daughter  of  Robeit  ('!•  : 

and  was  hi-h  sherilV  of  Norfolk,   \e.    in    L487.      Hi- 
died  lie  to  re  IC.nii,  and  in  the  c-ist  window  of  the  north 
isle  of  Shelton  church,  in  Norfolk,  wcr 
of  him  and  his  wife,  in  surcoaU  of  their  arm- 
built  both  the  church  and  hall,  but  the  latt 
•U  in  nuns. 


PASTON     LETTERS 


HENRY   VI.,    FROM    ABOUT    1435—1460. 


LETTER   L— (III.  vol.  iii.  p.  17.) 

We  here  see  a  lady  of  the  first  rank  going  to  London  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  to  the  house  of  one  of 
her  dependents,  for  which  she  had  agreed  with  him  for  the  time  of  her  stay  in  town ;  and  by  her  stuff  was 
meant  most  probably  her  beds,  hangings,  and  other  matters  for  the  fitting  up  of  her  lodgings. 

To  our  right  tntsty  and  heartily  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esq. 


KATHARINE,  DUCHESS  OF  NORFOLK. 
RIGHT  trusty  and  entirely  well  beloved, 
\ve  greet  you  well,  heartily  as  we  can. 
And  forasmuch  as  we  purpose  with  grace  of 
Jesu  to  be  at  London  within  brief  time,  we 
pray  you  that  your  place  there  may  be  ready 
for  us,  for  we  will  send  our  stuff'  thither  tofore 
[before]  our  coming ;  and  such  agreement  as 


we  took  with  you  for  the  same,  we  shall  duly 
perform  it  witli  the  might  of  Jesu,  who  have 
you  in  his  blessed  keeping. 

Written  at  Epworth,  the  2nd  day  of  Octo- 
ber. * 

Epworth,  in  Lincolnshire, 
in  the  Island  of  Axholm, 
2nd  of  October,  after  1434. 


LETTER   II.—  (I.  vol.  i.  p.  3.) 

We  are  in  this  letter  acquainted  with  the  first  introduction  of  a  young  lady  to  the  gentleman  intended  for 
her  husband,  and  are  informed  that  she  "  made  hym  gentil  cher  in  gyntyl  wise  :"  but  it  appears  somewhat 
extraordinary,  that  being  the  heiress  of  a  family  of  rank  and  fortune,  any  intimation  should  be  given  to  the 
father  of  the  lover  of  presenting  her  with  a  gown,  and  especially  that  "  yegoune  nedyth  for  to  be  had." 
[It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  at  this  period,  and  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards,  money  was  rela- 
tively much  scarcer  than  at  present,  and  persons  of  large  landed  property  were  often  much  distressed  for 
want  of  sums  which  appear  now  almost  ludicrously  small.  A  gown  then,  also,  was  a  costly  article.  In  the 


privy  purse  expenses  of  Elizabeth  of  York,  wife  of  Henry  VII.,  published  by  Sir  N.  H.  Nicolas,  while  a 
wages  are  set  down  at  6d.,  we  find  a  "  furre  and  a  half  of  fox  for  a  gown  of  russet,  xiis. 


xpe 

workman's  daily 
and  xv.  yards  and  a  half  of  black  damask  for  a  gown  for  the  queen,  at  viis.  the  yard,  cvim.  vid."] 

To  my  worshipful  husband,  William  Paston?  be  this  letter  taken. 


DEAR  husband,  I  recommend  me  to  you,  &c. 
Blessed  be  God  I  send  you  good  tidings  of 
the  coming  and  the  bringing  home  of 
the  gentlewoman  3  that  ye  weeteri  (know)  of 
from  Reedham  this  same  night,  according 

1  Katharine  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  widow  of  John 
Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  died  in  1433,  was 
daughter  of  Ralph  Lord  Neville,  first  Earl  of  West- 
moreland, by  Jane,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
Duke  of  Lancaster.  After  the  duke's  death  she 
married  in  succession,  Thomas  Strangeways,  Esq., 
John  Viscount  Beaumont,  and  Sir  John  Widville, 
brother  to  Anthony  Earl  Rivers ;  wife  or  widow 
to  one  of  which  she  most  probably  was  at  the  time 
this  letter  was  written,  though  it  might  be  written 
during  her  widowhood  as  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  as  it 

VOL.  I. 


to  appointment  that  ye  made  there  for  your- 
self. 

Arid  as  for  the  first  acquaintance  between 
John  Paston  4  and  the  said  gentlewoman,  she 
made  him  gentle  cheer  in  gentle  wise,  arid 

is  dated  from  the  late  duke's  seat  at  Epworth,  or 
E  pie  worth. 

2  Sir  W.  Paston,  knt.,  a  judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  was  born  in  1378,  died  in  1444,  set.  66. 

a  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Mauteby, 
Esq.,  of  Mauteby  in  Norfolk,  by  Margaret,  daughter 
of  John  Berney,  of  Reedham,  Esq.,  and  who,  soon 
after  the  writing  of  this  letter,  became  wife  of  John 
Paston,  Esq. 

4  Son  of  Sir  William  and  Agnes  Paston,  was  born 
about  1420,  and  died  in  1466. 


r ASTON  LETT1-:H>. 


said  he  was  verily  your  son ;  and  so  I   hope 
there  shall  need  no  great  treaty  between  th,  in. 

The  parson  of  Stockton  told  me  if  y«- 
would  buy  her  a  gown,  her  mother  would  give 
thereto  a  goodly  fur;  the  gown  needeth  l'»r 
to  be  had  ;  and  of  colour  it  would  he  ;i  goodly 
blue,  or  else  a  bright  sanguine. 

I  pray   you  to  buy  for   me  two  pip- 
gold.       Your  stews"     do   well.       The   Holy 
Trinity  have  you  in  governance. 


Written  at  Past  on3  in  haste  the  Wednesday 
next  after  "  Deus  qui  errantibus;"4  for 
default  of  a  good  secretary.  &c. 

Yours.  AI.NKS  PASTON.-S 
I'aston,  Wednesday, 

bef.rc-  1-140,  is  H.  VI. 


LETTER   III.     (II.  vol.  i.  p.  5.) 

This  letter  -.'ives  us  an  account  of  the  ceremonies  used  .at  the  time  the  Duke  of  Orlea: 

of  the  Puke  of  (Gloucester's  a! .solute  disapprobation  of  this  measure.       He  h.-ul  lieeii  taken  prisoner  at  the 
famous  l>attln  of  Ayincourt,    fo  unht  on  Friday  the  25th  of  October,  U 15.  3  II.  V.  where    lie  was    found 
under  a  heap  of  dead    bodies  almost  lifeless ;  'and    liad  continued    a  prisoner  till  this  tirn-- 
19  H.  VI. X  a  space  of  twenty-live  years.     Henry    V.  on  his   death-lx>d  had  ordered  that   heshouldii.it  be 
released  till  a  peace  with  France   was  concluded;  and  the   Duke  of  GloucesU-r,  [uncle  of  Henry  VI.  and 
protector]    not   only  now  protested   against   his  enlargement,  but  had  his  piot.-t    recorded.    Tin 
ever,  availed  nothing,  for  the  Cardinal  Bishop  of  Winchester.  Henry  Heau fort,  and   his  party,  prevailed. 
[The  letter  also  notices  two  curious  subjects ;   the  arrival  of  the  knight  from  Spain  to  tiifht  for  the  honour  of 
his  mistress;  and  a  most  singular  instance  of  lejral  trickery.     Our  anee>tnr-  -eem  to  ha\e  had  the  ability  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  forms  of  law  to  combat  its  ^piri't,  to  an  extent  which  is  not  exceeded  even  by  the 
lowest  and  most  reckless  attorney  now.     We  may  add  here  that,  in  the  address  of  the  letter,  the  <u  le  "  ri-ht 
reverend"  implies  nothing  clerical,  but  that  the  "latter  word  was  then  commonly  used  in  the  ]  ; 
revered.] 

To  my  right  reverend  and  right  honourable  master,  John  Paston,  he  this  given. 
SALVETE,  &c.  Tidings,  the  Duke  of  Orleans   '   lie  our  Lord,  have  taken  the  said  city  of  Ar- 


hath  made  his  oath  upon  the  sacrament,  and 

used  it,  never  for  to  bear  arms  airainst  Kngland, 

in  the  presence  of  tin-  king  and  all  the  lords, 

t   my  Lord  of  Gloucester;  andinprov- 

U  a  /»•'">/'  //MI/]  my  said  Lord  of  Cilou- 

.igreed  never  to  his   deliverance,   when 

the  mass  began  he  took  his  barge.  &c. 

Ciod  give  pace  the  said  Lord  of  Orleans  be 
true,  for  this  same  week  shall  he  towards 
France. 

Also  Frenchmen  and  Picardsa  great  number 
came  to  A  i  fleet.'"  for  to  have  rescued  it:  and 
our  lords  with  their  sm, ill  puissance  manly 
beat  them,  and  put  them  to  flight,  and,  blessed 

1  Goldthread  on  pij.es  or  rolls,  for  needle-work 
or  embroider- 

v  I'oml-  to  k.-e|>  fish  alive  for  present  use. 
::  lu  Norfolk,  in  the  hundred  of  Tuirie  ,d. 
*  The  words  beL'iuniu^tlie  Collect  on  the  third 

•i. milliter    ami    coheir    of    Sir   Kdinond 

.or  Berry, of Harlinsbury -hall in  Hertfordshire, 
ighterand  h«irt>f  SirThomatGarbridfe, 

kut..aud  wi!e.,f  Sir  Willi.mi  ra.-t.m.  kut .     She  died 
in  1  '.'  !>uried  by  her  husband,  in  Our 

Lady's  Chapel  at  the  cast  end  o: 


fleet ;  the  which  is  a  great  jewel  to  all    i 
land,  and  esjiecially  to  our  country. 

Moreover  there  is  one  come  into  Kngland, 
a  knight  out  of  Spain,  with  a  kerchief7  of 
pleasaunce  enwrapped  about  his  arm:  the 
which  knight  will  run  a  course  with  a  sharp 
spear  for  \.  ..horn 

either   Sir  Richard    Wodvile,8  or   Sir  ( 
topher    Talbot,'-'  shall  deliver,  to   the  worship 
of    Kngland     and    of     themselves    by    < 

Fart))'  be   remembered,   that    an 

esquire   of   Suffolk,  called  John    1 
ize    of   no\r! 

'    II  utleiir  in  Normandy. 

:  \  searf,  or  rich  embroidered  handkerchief,  pre- 
sented him  by  his  soverci-n  lady,  and  which,  in 
honour  of  her,  he  won-  tied  upon  his  arm:  such 
orii.unetit-  were  oil. -i,  worn  by  kuL'hN  at  their  tiltin- 

n  Afterwards  Karl  Kivers.  and  father  • 

the    (.». 11    ..f    r.dward 

Hanbury.  in 

:  nl  -on  of  John,  t! 

bury.     He   v  Northampton, 

. 
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marks  (4G6/.  13s.  4J.)  in  damages  against 
Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  &c.  In  avoiding 
of  the  payment  of  the  said  700  marks,  the 
said  Sir  Robert  Wingfield1  subtlely  hath 
outlawed  2  the  said  John  Lyston  in  Notting- 
hamshire, by  the  virtue  of  which  outlawry 
all  manner  of  chattel  to  the  said  John  Lyston 
appertaining  are  accrued  unto  the  king,  &c. 
And  anon  (as  soon)  as  the  said  outlawry 
was  certified,  my  Lord  Treasurer  granted 
the  said  700  marks  to  my  Lord  of  Norfolk3 
for  the  arrears  of  his  sowde*  whilst  he  was 
in  Scotland.  And  according  to  this  assign- 
ment aforesaid,  tallies  (were)  delivered, 
&c.  And  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  hath  re- 
leased the  same  700  marks  to  Sir  Robert 
Wingfield. 

And  here  is  great  heaving  and  shoving  by 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk  5  and  all  his  counsel  for 


to  espy  how  this  matter  came  about,  &c. 
Sir,  I  beseech  (you)  recommend  me  unto  my 
mistress  your  mother,  to  my  mistress  your 
wife,  and  to  my  mistress  your  sister,  et  omni- 
bus aliis  quorum  interest,  &c. 

Sir,  I  pray  you,  with  all  my  heart,  hold  me 
excused  that  I  write  thus  homely  and  briefly 
unto  you,  for  truly  convenable  (competent) 
space  sufficed  me  not. 

No  more,  at  this  time,  but  the  Trinity  have 
you  in  protection,  &c.,  and  when  your  leisure 
is,  resort  again  unto  your  college,  the  Inner 
Temple,  for  there  be  many  which  sore  desire 
your  presence,  Welles  and  others,  &c. 

Written  on  the  Feast  of  All  Saints,  between 
mass  and  matins  calamo  festinante,  &c. 

Yours,  ROBERT  REPPS.6 
All-Saints-Day, 

Tuesday,  1  Nov.  1440.     19  H.  VI. 


LETTER    IV.    (IV.  vol.  iii.  p.  19.) 

I  can  fix  no  certain  date  to  this  letter,  either  from  the  extraordinary  account  of  the  destruction  of  so  great  a 
number  of  Flemings,  or  from  J.Paston's  residence  at  Peter-house,  in  Cambridge,  though  by  this" it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  written  early  in  his  life,  and  soon  after  his  marriage,  which  took  place  before  the  year 
1440.  The  words,  too,  "  wt  al'le  my  sympyl  herte,"  seem  the  expression  of  a  young  and  unexperienced, 
woman.  The  writing  and  spelling  likewise  vary  from  her  usual  manner  ;  and  her  Christian  name  is  dif- 
ferently written.  [No  notice  of  this  descent  of  the  Flemings  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  our  historians,  though 
Margaret  Paston  could  scarcely  be  altogether  deceived  in  an  event  occurring  so  near  her,  but  it  is  probable 
the  importance  of  it  had  been  greatly  exaggerated.] 

To  my  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  abiding  at  Peterhouse,  in  Cambridge, 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  husband,  I 
recommend  me  to  you  with  all  my  simple 
heart,  and  pray  you  to  weet  that  there  came 
up  eleven  hundred  Flemings  at  Waxham,? 
thereof  were  taken  and  killed  and  drowchyn 
(drowned)  eight  hundred  ;  and  they  had  riot 
have  been,  ye  should  have  been  at  home 
this  Whitsuntide,  and  I  suppose  that  ye  should 
be  at  home  ereout  [ere  it']  long  be. 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  my  letter,  for  I 
had  none  of  you  since  I  spake  with  you  last 
of  for  the  matter  of  John  Maryot ;  the  quest 


1  The  Wingfields  were  an  ancient  family  seated 
at  Wingfield  Castle,    and  at  Lethcringham  in  Suf- 
folk. 

2  Referring  to  this  outlawry,  on  the  back  of  the  ori- 
ginal letter,  in  an  ancient  hand,  is  written,  "alewde 
practise  in  those  dayes." 

3  John  Mowbray. 

4  [Suwde,  pay— "from  the    Norman  sulde,  whence 


passed  not  off  that  day,  for  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  was  in  town  for  Wedyrby's  matter, 
wherefore  he  would  not  let  it  pass  off,  for  fur- 
ther of  I  kowe  (know,  q.)  Fynch  nor  Bylbys 
maketh  110  purveyance  for  his  good. 

No  more  I  write  to  you  at  this  time,  but 
the    Holy    Trinity  have    you    in    keeping. 
Written  at  Norwich,  on  Trinity  Sunday. 
Your  MARKARYTE  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Trinity  Sunday, 
Date  uncertain.    After  1440.    19  H.  VI. 


we  have  our  term  soldier,  and  the  French  and  Ger- 
mans their  soldat.J] 

5  William  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk :    he  was 
afterwards  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  beheaded  at  sea, 
in  1450. 

6  The  family  of  Repps  flourished  from  the  Con- 
quest, for  many  centuries,  at  Repps,  &c.in  Norfolk. 

7  [Waxham  in  Norfolk,in  the  hundred  of  Happing.] 
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LETTER    V.— (V.  vol.  iii.  p.  21.) 

This  is  a  most  affectionate   letter,  ami  cannot  IH>  rcail  without  emoti->n;  it  jjivps  us  an  hi-jh  opinion  of  tho 
writer's  tenderness  towards  her  husband  ;  her  wish  to  have  him  at  home,  ami  under  h 
dan  a  new  ijoune  y.ow  it  were  of  scarlette"  shows  tlie  artlessm-ss  of  her  regard,  and  impress  us  with 
of  the    purest   simplicity.     The  letter  w;is  written  after  the  birth  of  her  son,  and  b.  .  !    of  Sir 

William  Paston,  I  have  therefore  fixed  it  to  1443. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  dwelling  in  the  Inner  Temple  at  London,  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your 
welfare,  thanking  God  of  your  amending  of 
the  great  disease  that  ye  have  had,  and  I 
thank  you  for  the  letter  that  ye  sent  me,  for 
by  my  troth  my  mother  and  I  wore  nought 
in  heart's  ease  from  the  time  that  we  wist 
(knew')  of  your  sickness,  till  we  wist  verily  of 
vour  amending. 

My  mother  behested  (rowed)  another  image1 
of  wax  of  the  weight  of  you,  to  our  Lady  of 
Walsingham,  and  she  sent  four  nobles 
(If.  6*.  Sd.)  to  the  four  orders  of  friars  at 
Norwich  to  pray  for  you,  and  I  have  behested 
to  go  on  pilgrimage  to  Walsingham  and  to 
St.  Leonard's*  for  you;  by  my  1  roth  I  had 
never  so  heavy  a  season  as  I  had  from  the 
lime  that  I  wi.stof  your  sickness,  till  I  wist 
of  your  amending,  and  yet  my  heart,  is  in  no 
great  rase,  nor  nought  shall  be,  till  I  weet 
that  ye  be  very  whole.  Your  father3  and 
mine  was  this  day  sev'night  at  Heccles,  for  a 
inatter  of  the  Prior  of  Uromholm,  ami  he  lay 
ut  Gelderstone  that  night,  and  was  there  till 
it  was  nine  of  the  clock  and  the  other  day. 
And  I  sent  thither  for  a  gown,  and  my  mother 
uaid  that  I  should  none  have  than  till  I  had 
"been  there  anon,  and  so  they  could  non> 

My  father  Ciarneys]4  scut  me  word  that  he 
should  have  been  here  the  next  week  and  my 
Emme  also,  and  play  them  here  with  their 
hawks,  and  they  should  have  MM-  home  with 


1  This  offering  of  an  image  of  wax,  of  ti 
of  the  person  for  whose  g<wi\  it  v.as  pi:>mi->ed.    is  a 

;   .if  Letter   x-. 
a  notice  of  our  I.ady  of  YValMiiu'l 

'J  The  Church  of  the  priory  of  St.  I.eomi; 

virh.  was  famous  at  this  t.nie  for  the  resort  of  pil- 

-    to   the   images  of  tl),.  Holy  Virgin,  tlie  Holy 

.  :mdSt.  Anthony  ;  out  became  afterwards  nimh 

more  famous  by  the  visitation  of  pilgrims  Jar  and 


them  ;  and  so  God  help  me,  I  shall  excuse  me 

(.»'  my  going  thither  if  I  may,  f  .;• 

that  I  shall  readilier  have  tiding-;  from  you 

here  than  I  should  ha. 

my  mother  a  token  that  she  took   (brought  to) 

me,  for  I  suppos*1  that  the  time  is  come  that 

I  should  send  it  her,  if  I  keep  the  behest  that 

I  have   made;    I  suppose    I  have  told  you 

what  it  was;  I  pray  you  heartily  that 

will  vouchsafe  to  send  me  a 

as  ye  may,  if  writing  l>e  none  dise. 

to  you,  and  that  ye  \\\\\  vouchsafe  to  send 

me  word  how  your  sore  do.     If  I  might  have 

had  my  will,  I  should  have  seen  you  ere  this 

time;   I  would  ye  were  at  home,    if  it 

your   ease,  and  your  sore  might  be  a-?  well 

looked  to  here  as  it  is  there   [where]   \ 

now,  lever  (rather)  than  a  new  gown  th 

it.  were    of  scarlet.      I    pray  you    if 

sore   be  whole,  and  so  that,  ye  may  end' 

ride  when  my  father  come  to   London,  that 

lie  will  ask  leave  and    come  lion; 

horse  should  be  sent  home  ajj.iin,  for   I 

ye  shall  be  kep1 

London.       I    may   noli"   leisure    1: 

write    half  a   quarter   SO   much    as   I    should 

say  to  you    if  I    mit;ht   speak  with   y.m.      I 

shall  send  you   another  let'. 

may.      I   thank  you  t' 

•nemlH-r  my   girdle,  and  that  ye  would 
write  to  me  at  the  ti  that 

writing  w.  .,11.       Ah:.' 


near,  t->  the  i 
miracn 

a  BtrWniiuBPfeston.thej 

4  This  was  prohaidy  !  and  Kmme 

\\as    \erv    liX 

•  .r:u->i  were 
at  thU  time  lords  of  ' 
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God  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and  send  you 
health.  Written  at  Oxnead,  in  right  great 
haste,  en  St.  Michael's  even. 

Yours,  M.  PASTON. 

Oxnead, 

Saturday, 

28th  September, 

144J.     '22  II.  VI. 


My  mother  greet  you  well,  and  sendeth 
you  God's  blessing  and  hers;  and  she  prayeth 
you,  and  I  pray  you  also,  that  ye  be  well 
dieted  of  meat  aud  drink,  for  that  is  the 
greatest  help  that  ye  may  have  now  to  your 
healthward.  Your  son  *  fareth  well,  blessed 
be  God! 


LETTER    VI.  —(VI.  vol.  iii.  p.  27.) 

From  this  letter  we  learn  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  assi/es  in  Sussex,  one  of  the  counties 
which  now  make:;  a  part  of  the  home  circuit;  and  we  likewise  understand  that  the  chief  justice  in- 
tended going  by  water  to  those  places  in  Essex,  Kent,  and  Surry,  which  lay  along  the  river,  no  convey- 
ance in  any  carriage  being  then  thought  of  by  him,  though  his  illness  was  such  as  prevented  his  riding 
011  horseback.  John  llody  was  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  from  1440  to  1462. 

To  my  right  worthy  and  worshipful  Lord  William  Paston,  justice,  in  haste. 


PLEASE  it  your  good  Lordship  to  weet,  that 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  recom- 
mendeth  him  to  you,  and  is  right  sorry  of  the 
matter  that  is  (the)  cause  of  your  none  coming 
hither,  but  he  will  do  all  that  he  can  or  may 
for  you.  He  hath  had  a  sciatica  that  hath 
letted  [hindered]  him  a  great  while  to  ride,  and 
(he)  dare  not  yet  come  on  none  horse's  back,  and 
therefore  he  hath  spoken  to  the  lords  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  informed  them  of  your  sickness  and 
his  also,  that  he  may  not  ride  at  these  next 
assizes  to  East  Grinstead;  and  though  those 
assizes  discontinue  pur  noun  venu  dez  Jus- 
ticez,2  he  hopeth  to  be  excused  and  ye  also. 
And  as  for  the  remanent  of  the  assizes  he 


shall  purvey  to  be  there  by  water ;  and  Al- 
mighty Jesu  make  you  heyle  (healthy)  and 
strong. 

Written  right  simply,  the  Wednesday  next 
to  fore  the  Feast  of  tiie  Purification  of  our 
Lady,  at  London. 

By  your  most  simple  servant, 

JAMES  GHESHAM. 

London,  Wednesday, 

30th  of  January,  1443. 

22  H.  VI. 


LETTER  VII.— (VII.  vol.  iii.  p.  29.) 


[Tms  letter  is  from  John  Gyney,  probablv 
father  of  Sir  W.  Jenney,  a  judge  of  the  King's 
Bench  in  1477,  and  contains  an  account  of  a 
dispute  among  some  lawyers  as  to  passing  and 
signing  some  title  deeds.  It  is  written  at  North 
Walsham  in  Norfolk,  in  February,  before  1443, 
and  addressed  to  Sir  W.  Paston  at  West- 


minster. The  letter  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: — "  My  said  lady,  your 
wife,  prayeth  you  to  be  remembered  of  her 
green  ginger  of  almonds  for  Lent,  and  of  the 
leech  (physician)  of  Orwell,  for  her  sickness 
increaseth  daily  upon  her,  whereof  she  is  sore 
afraid."] 


LETTER  VIII.— (III.  vol.  i.  p.  11.) 

[THIS  is  also  a  letter  upon  legal  affairs,  being 
from  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  to 
John  Paston,  appointing  him,  with  W.  Yelver- 


This  was  probably  Sir  John  Paston,  born  1442. 


ton  and  W.  Jenney,  both  subsequently  judges 
of  the  King's  Bench,  to  be  arbitrators  betwixt 


him  and  the  heirs  of  Edmund  Swathing.] 
2  [Through  the  non-arrival  of  the  j  ustices.] 
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LETTER    IX.— (IV.  vol.  i.  p.  13.) 

This  Letter  presents  us  with  the  effect  sofa  private  dispute,  and  gives  us  an  instance  of  the  dangerous  though 
common  ferocity  of  those  unsettled  time*;  it  nuut  have  been  wnUmi  between  1  ll<>aud  1450,  ;is  in  the  former 
year  LoitPBeanmont  was  created  a  Viscount, and  in  the  latter  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford  was  killed.  [It  seems 
rather  to  be  a  street  scuffle,  "  they  fell  in  haudes  to^ydcr,"  weapons  wen:  drawn,  as  in  a  contest  they  arc- 
almost  certain  to  be.  when  commonly  worn  :one  was  struck  a"  gretto  stroke  on  thehed,"  and  the  other  ciidea- 
voured  to  stab.  Of  course  the  retainers,  alike  armed,  could  seldom  refrain  from  joiuini.'  in  the  quarrel,  and 
of  course  also  in  their  master's  favour  as  here.  When  at  a  recent  period  private  soldiers  were  suffered  to 
vear  their  bayonets,  we  know  similar  events  to  that  here  narrated  were  too  frequently  the  consequence.] 

To  my  worshipful  and  reverend  Lord  John  rim-nunt  Beaumont.1 


HIGHT  worshipful,  ami  my  reverend  and  most 
special  Lord,  1  recommend  me  unto  your  good 
grace  in  the  most  humble  and  lowly  wise  that 
1  can  or  may,  desiring  to  hear  of  your  prospe- 
rity and  welfare,  as  to  my  most  singular  joy 
and  special  comfort. 

And  if  it  please  your  Highness,  as  touching 
thesudden  adventure  that  fell  lately  at  Coven- 
try, please  it  your  Lordship  to  hear,  that  on 
Corpus  Christi 2  even  last  passed,  between  eight 
and  nine  of  the  clock  at  afternoon,  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Stafford  3  had  brought  my  master,  Sir 
James  of  Ormond,4  toward  his  inn  from  my 
L;uly  of  Shrewsbury5  and  returned  from  him 
towards  his  inn,  he  met  with  Sir  Robert  Har- 
court6  coming  from  his  mother's  towards  his 
inn,  and  passed  Sir  Humphrey  ;  and  Richard 
his  sou  came  somewhat  behind,  and  when  they 
HUM  together  they  fell  in  hands  together,  and 
Sir  Robert  smote  him  a  great  stroke  on  the 
head  with  his  sword,  and  Richard  with  his 
dagger  hastily  went  toward  him,  and  as  he 
stumbled,  one  of  Harcourt's  men  smote  him  in 
the  back  with  a  knife;  men  wot  (know)  not 
who  it  was  readily  ;  his  father  heard  (a)  noise 
and  rode  toward  them,  and  his  men  ran  before 
him  thitherward  ;  and  in  tin-  going  down  off 
his  horse,  one,  he  wot  not  who,  behind  him, 
smote  him  on  the  head  with  an  edged  tool  : 
men  know  not  with  us,  with  what  weapon, 
that  he  fell  down,  and  his  son  fell  down  before 


1  .Inhn  Viscount  lloaumont,  so  created  in  February, 
,  IS  H.  VI..  was  thelir-t  of  that  title  by  patent 
ill  Kn.'lam!  .    lie  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  July  1  Ui",   li-hUn*,'  for  tin-  IIou 

*  The  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday. 

.    collateral  branch  of  the"  family  of  the 

•:'  Huckinuliam  :  and,  in  June  1  I J".  commanded 

nt  of  the  ro\al  army  scut  out  a-ain>t  tin* 

. .: ')  an  amlmsh,  and 

*  Query,  whether  James,  son  of  the  Karl  of  Ormond, 


him  as  good  as  dead :  and  all  this  was  done, 
as  men  say.  in  a  Pater-noster  while.7 

And  forthwith  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford's 
men  followed  after,  and  slew  two  men  of  Har- 
court's,  one  Swynerton  and  Hradshawe,  and 
more  be  hurt.  Mime  he  gone,  and  some  be  in 
prison  in  the  jail  at  Coventry. 

And  before  the  coroner  of  Coventry,  upon 
the  sight  of  the  bodies,  there  be  indirte-l  as 
principal*  for  the  death  of  Richar 
Sir  Robert  Harcourt  and  the  two  men  that  be 
dead  ;  and  for  the  two  men  of  Harrourt's  that 
be  dead,  there  be  indicted  two  men  of  Sir 
Humphrey's  as  principals;  and  as  yet  there 
hath  been  nothing  found  before  th> 
the  peace  of  Cm-entry  of  this  riot.  Ijecau.se  the 
sheriff  of  Warwickshire  is  dead,  and  they  may 
not  sit  unto  the  time  there  be  a  new  sheriff; 
;ln<l  all  this  mischief  fell  because  of  an  old 
debate  that  was  between  them  for  taking  of  a 
distress,  as  it  is  told. 

And  Almighty  Jesu  preserve  your  hL 
tate,  my  special  Lord,  and  send  you  In:, 
and  good  health. 

Written  at  Coventry  on  Tuesday  next  after 

risti  day,  &c. 
By  your  own  jxior  servant, 

Joir  >OD. 

:iTry. 

j  after  Corpus  Christi  day, 

u  1  44i.  and  I  II.  VI. 


who  afterwards,  in  14-19,  was  e:  :    \\i\i- 

bhire. 

••  Wile  of  John  Talbot.  the  famous  Karl  of  > 
bury. 

ii-i'd  him-elf  in  the  «:irsof  Henry  VI. 
and   Kdward    IV.,  was  a  knight  and, 

•  •.haps    in    re\cin,'«;    for   tin 
Hichard  Stall 

'  Proverbially,  a  s-h  trt  time;   : 
who  wen-  to  re'peat  a  ureat   mini: 

lily. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


LETTER    X.— (VIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  33.) 

[Rights  of  way,  trespasses,  and  claims  of  unknown  rights,  seem  to  have  formed  as  large  a  share  of  the  vexa- 
tions of  a  landed  proprietor  at  that  time  as  at  present.  These,  with  threats  of  going  to  law,  and  providing 
for  repairs,  form  the  subjects  of  the  present  letter.] 

To  Edmund  Paston,  of  Clifford's  Inn,  in  London,  be  this  letter  taken. 


To  mine  well-beloved  son,  I  greet  you  well, 
and  advise  you  to  think  once  of  the  day  of 
your  father's  counsel  to  learn  the  law,  for  he 
said  many  times  that  whosoever  should  dwell 
at  Paston,  should  have  need  to  con  (to  know 
how  to)  defend  himself. 

The  vicar  of  Paston  :  and  your  father,2  in 
Lent  last  was,  were  thorough  and  ac- 
corded, and  doles  [boundaries]  set  how  broad 
the  way  should  be,  and  now  he  hath 
pulled  up  the  doles,  and  saith  he  will  make 
a  ditch  from  the  corner  of  his  wall,  right 
over  the  way  to  the  new  ditch  of  the  great 
close.  And  there  is  a  man  in  Trunch  hight 
(called)  Palmer  too,  that  had  of  your  father 
certain  lands  in  Trunch  over  seven  years  or 
eight  years  agone,  for  corn,  and  truly  hath 
paid  all  the  years  ;  and  now  he  hath  suffered 
the  corn  to  be  withset  (taken)  for  eight  shillings 
of  rent  to  Gimmingham,  which  your  lather 
paid  never.  Geoffry  asked  Palmer  why  the 
rent  was  not  asked  in  mine  husband's  time, 
and  Palmer  said,  for  (because)  he  was  a  great 
man,  and  a  wise  man  of  the  law,  and  that 
was  the  cause  men  would  not  ask  him  the  rent. 

I  send  you  the  names  of  the  men,  that  cast 
down  the  pits,  that  was  (in)  Genney's  Close, 
written  in  a  bill  closed  in  this  letter. 


I  send  you  not  this  letter  to  make  you  weary 
of  Paston,  for  I  live  in  hope,  and  ye  will  learn 
that  they  shall  be  made  weary  of  their  work, 
for  in  good  faith  I  dare  well  say  it  was  your 
father's  last  will  to  have  done  right  well  to 
that  place,  and  that  can  I  show  of  good  proof, 
though  men  would  say  nay.  God  make  you 
right  a  good  man,  and  send  God's  blessing  and 
mine.  Written  in  haste  at  Norwich,  the 
Thursday  after  Candlemas-day. 

Weet  of  your  brother  John  how  many  joists 
will  serve  the  parlour  and  the  chapel  at  Pas- 
ton,  and  what  length  they  must  be,  and  what 
breadth  and  thickness  they  must  be,  for  your 
father's  will  was,  as  I  ween  verily,  that  they 
should  be  nine  inches  one  way,  and  seven 
another  way,  and  purvey  therefore  that  they 
may  be  squared  there,  and  sent  hither,  for  here 
can  none  such  be  had  in  this  country;  and 
say  to  your  brother  John  it  were  well  done  to 
think  on  Stansted  Church  ;3  and  I  pray  you 
to  send  me  tidings  from  beyond  sea,4  for  here 
they  are  afraid  to  tell  such  as  be  reported 

By  your  mother,  AGNES  PASTON. 
Norwich, 

Thursday,  4th  of  February, 
1444-5,  23  II.  VI. 


LETTER    XI.— (IX.  vol.  iii.  p.  37.) 

The  manor  of  Oxnead  had  been  in  the  Hauteyn  family  for  many  generations,  and  was  sold  by  some  of  that 
family  upon  a  bad  title:  it  was  afterwards'  purchased  by  Sir  William  Paston,  on  whose  death,  in  1444, 
John  Hauteyn,  clerk  (having  been  licensed  by  the  pope  to  leave  his  religious  order  and  become  secular,)  set 
up  his  claim  and  recovered  his  inheritance  ;"  but,  about  1449,  he  with  others  released  his  right  to  Agnes 
Paston . 
To  the  most  reverend  Father  in  God,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Chancellor  of  England.5 


BESEECHETH  meekly  your  gracious  Lordship, 
your  own  servant  and  orator  John  Hauteyn, 


1  John  Partrick,  of  Swathiield,  was  vicar  of  Paston 
from  1442  to  1447. 

a  Sir  William  Paston,  knighl,  died  13th  of  August, 
1444,  aged  66. 

3  Stansted   Church  in  Suffolk : — Dame  Agnes  had 
possessions  in  that  parish. 

4  These  tidings  relate  to  our  foreign  transactions, 
the  giving  up  of  Maine,  truces,  &c.  &c.,  on  thu 


chaplain,  that  where(a*J  6  he  hath  divers  suit, 
and  actions-in-law  to  be  sued  against  Agnes 

king's  marriage,  which  had  taken  place  in  Nov  e  m 
ber. 

5  John  Stafford,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  a 
cardinal,  was  Lord  Chancellor  from  1443  to  1447. 

*•  [The  words  where  and  whereas  were  used  at  this 
period  indiscriminately  the  one  for  the  other.  This 
usage  continued  so  late  as  the  time  of  Shaksperc,  in 
whose  plays  we  find  numerous  instances.] 
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that  was  the  wife  of  William  Paston,  of  the 
manor  of  Oxnead,  in  the  county  of  N7orfolk; 
and  forasmuch  as  your  said  beseecher  can 
get  no  counsel  of  men  of  court  to  be  with  him 
in  the  said  matters,  Iiecause  that  the  said  W. 
Paston  was  one  of  the  kind's  justices,  and  John 
Paston  son  and  heir  to  the  said  W.  Paston  i.s 
also  a  man  of  court,1  that  it  please  your  good 
Lordship  to  assign,  and  most  strictly  to  com- 


mand John  Heydon,2  Thomas  Lyttylton  3and 
John  Olston  to  be  of  counsel  with  your  said 
beseecher  in  the  said  matters,  and  other  that 
he  hath  to  do  against  the  said  Agnes  and  other, 
and  your  said  beseecher  shall  content  them 
well  for  their  labour,  and  that  this  be  done  in 
the  reverence  of  God,  and  way  of  charity. 

JOHN  HACTEYN,  Chaplain. 
About  1445. 


[Is  from  Sir  Roger  Chamberleyn,  of  Gedding, 
Sun'olk,  dated  the  15th  of  September  after 
14H,  to  Agnes  Paston,  informing  her  upon 


LETTER    XII.— (X.  vol.  iii.  p.  39.) 

what  conditions  Sir  William  Paston  had 
sold  the  "  Manor  called  Walsham,  in 
Walsham."] 


LETTER    XIII.— (XL  vol.  iii.  p.  41.) 

This  letter  I  should  suppose  was  written  not  lo.ig  after  Sir  William  Pastou's death  in  1444,  as  it  refers  to  the 
blessing  which  she  asked  of  him  to  Itestow  upon  his  children,  probably  immediately  after  some  sir.. 
misfortune  which  had  befallen  her  son.  The  style  of  it  is  that  of  a  must  affectionate  mother,  a -id  the  intro- 
duction of  his  fai her's  saying  is  a  masterly  stroke.  Her  own  reflections  are  judicious,  appo»iti-.  ami  well 
timed,  and  the  whole  of  the  discourse  would  do  honour  to  a  parent  at  this  day,  when  our  thoughts,  manners, 
and  language  are  so  much  more  refined  than  they  were  during  the  age  in  which  this  was  written. 

To  my  well-beloved  son,  John  Paston,  be  this  (Iflirercd  in  haste. 


SON,  I  greet  you  well,  and  let  you  weet,  that 
forasmuch  as  your  brother  Clement  letteth 
me  v.  ret  that  ye  desire  faithfully  my  blessing ; 
that  blessing  that  I  prayed  your  father  to  give 
you  the  last  day  that  ever  he  spake,  and  the 
bletting  of  all  saints  under  heaven,  and  mine 
mote  |////y/i/4;  come  to  yon  all  (lavs  and  times  ; 
and  think  verily  none  other  but  that  ye  have 
it,  and  shall  have  if,  with  that  (on  condition) 
that  I  find  you  kind  and  willing  to  the  weal 
of  your  lather's  soul,  and  to  the  welfare  of 
your  brethren. 

By  my  counsel,  dispose  yourself  as  much 
as  ye  may  to  ha\e  !<•>•,  to  do  in  the  world: 
your  father  said,  "In  little  business  lyeth 


much  rest.''     This  world  is  but  a  thoroughfare, 
and  full  of  woe;  and  when  we  depart  ; 
from,  right  nought  bear  with  us  but  our  good. 
deeds  and  ill  :  and  there  knoweth  no  man  how 
soon  God  will  clepe  (call)  him  ;  and  the; 
it  is  good   for  every  creature  to    be    ready. 
Whom  God  visiteth,  him  he  loveth. 

And  as  for  your  brethren  they  will  I  know 
'•(  rtainlv  labour  all  that  in  them  lyeth  for  you. 
Our  Lord  have  you  in  his  blessed   k. 
body  and  .soul.      Written  at  Norwich,  th< 
day  of  October.  By  your  mother, 

AGSKS  PASTON. 
Norwich,  LMUh  ofOctober, 
about  or  after  1444. 


LETTER    XIV.— (XII.  vol.  iii.  p.  13.) 

ii-  h-tti-r  is  written  in  an  easy  yet  respectful  style,  and  the  thanks  of  th.-  \\riterare  hinted  in   the  most  deli- 
cate manner,  for  the  "  rightful  I  .:>-rred  upon   him.     Sir   NVilliam  Velverloii   ^ 
a  judge  ol  'the  Kind's  Uem-h,  in  144-1,  2311.  VI.  and  wa-,  continued  In  that  high  office  by  Kdw.ud  IV. 

To  Stephen  Scrooped 


-MII'H  I.  and  my  rijit  well   beloved    gon, 
•.mend  me    to   you,   and  heartily   thank 

•Aw  arduous  of  the  lawyer*  to  be  con- 

It  the  «  id..w  of  'lie  late   j'. 

i  ,-)  Iii-  memory,  and  to 
tin-  char.irtcr  ot'his  g»u.  tlim  a  l.iwyr. 
3  A  lawyer,  and  i.  .  .sich. 


you  for   your   good  ad-.  .and  right 

well  ad\  ised  letters  to  me  sent  from    tii 


3  Afterwards  the  famous  Ji; 

4  Fciiu  translates— must. 

*  At  the  bottom,  in  a  hand  more  modern  than  that 
of  the  letter,  is  written,  "  I  i><>  was 

•onne  to  Uame  Millicent,  late  wife  to  Sir  J.  1 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


time,  and  so  pray  you  of  your  good  continu- 
ance. 

Please  it  you  to  weet,  that  forasmuch  as 
the  parson  Sir  Thomas  Howys  cometh  up  at 
this  time  by  the  grievous  pursuit  of  John 
Andrews  arid  Hey  don  to  appear  before  the 
right  worshipful  Sir,  my  right  well-beloved  bro- 
ther, your  father,  and  other  the  king's  judges  of 
the  King's  Bench  ;  I  pray  you  heartily  that  ye 
will  have  in  remembrance  for  to  recommend 
me  to  him,  when  ye  speak  with  him,  and  for  to 
thank  him  for  his  rightful  favour  showed  in  Sir 
Thomas's  matter,  and  in  all  other  matters  that 
toucheth  me,  which  be  attained  in  that  high 


court;  and  so  it  like  you  pray  him  of  his  good 
continuance,  and  I  shall  do  serve  it  unto  him 
(recompense  /«'/«)  to  my  simple  power  for  his  good 
will  to  me  showed,  and  to  mine,  and  I  trust  to 
God  that  he  shall  hold  him  pleased ;  and  that 
it  like  you  to  give  credence  to  the  said  Sir 
Thomas  of  that  he  shall  say  to  you  for  my 
worship  and  profit,  and  that  this  letter  may 
recommend  me  to  my  daughter  your  wifej 
beseeching  the  Blessed  Trinity  to  send  you  the 
accomplishment  of  your  good  desire. 
Written  at  Caister,  the  30th  day  of  October. 
JOHN  FASTOLF. 

Caister,  30th  of  October, 
between  1444  and  1454.    23  and  33  H.  VI. 


LETTER   XV.— (V.  vol.  i.  p.  17.) 

This  letter  has  no  date  of  the  year,  but  it  must  have  been  written  after  1444,  23  H.  VI.,  in  which  year  the 
Earl  of  Stafford  was  created  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  most  probably  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war,  as  the  duke  makes  no  complaint  of  the  distresses  of  the  times,  but  only  mentions  that  season  of  the 
year  as  not  so  convenient  for  him  to  procure  money.  The  sentiments  contained  in  the  letter  are  those  of 
a. just  man,  and  a  man  of  honour,  wishing  to  discharge  his  debt  at  the  time  appointed,  and  which,  as  he 
could  not  do  in  money,  he  performs  by  sending  an  obligation  which  he  had  from  another,  upon  which 
Lord  Beaumont  might  receive  his  demand.  The  direction  and  address  of  those  letters,  which  are  written 
from  one  Knight  of  the  Garter  to  another,  show  us  that  in  this  age  they  esteemed  one  another  as  friends 
and  brethren  united  by  that  most  noble  order,  whoso  institution  directs  that  the  knights-companions  should 
be  "  fellows,  and  brethren  united  in  all  chances  of  fortune,  co-partners  both  in  peace  and  war,  assistant  to 
one  another  in  all  serious  and  dangerous  transactions,  and  through  the  whole  course  of  their  lives  faithful 
and  friendly  one  towards  another."  The  letter  itself  is  written  by  the  duke's  secretary,  but  the  conclusion 
and  signature  are  by  his  own  hand,  and  it  is  most  probably  the  only  original  letter  extant  of  this  great 
peer. 

To  the  right  worshipful,  and  with  all  mine  heart  right  entirely  beloved  brother,  the 
discount  Beaumont.1 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  with  all  mine  heart 
right  entirely  beloved  brother,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  thanking  right  heartily  your  good 
brotherhood  for  your  good  and  gentle  letters, 
the  which  it  hath  liked  you  to  send  unto  me 
now  late ;  and  like  it  you  to  know,  I  per- 
ceive, by  the  tenor  of  the  said  letter,  your 
good  desire  of  certain  debt  that  I  owe  unto 
you. 

In  good  faith,  brother,  it  is  so  with  me  at 
this  time  that  I  have  but  easy  stuff  of  money 
within  me,  for  so  much  as  the  season  of  the 


and,  asseemethby  this  Ire,  maryed  the  daughter  of 
Justice  Yelverton,  whereby  the  said  Sir  John  called 
hym  brother."  It  appears  from  a  letter  of  William 
Paston,  to  his  brother  John  Paston,  dated  6th  of 
September  1454,  that  Scroope  was  then  either  a  ba- 
chelor or  widower,  a  marriage  being  in  coutempla- 


year  is  not  yet  grown,  so  that  I  may  not  pleas« 
your  said  good  brotherhood,  as  God  knoweth 
my  will  and  intent  were  to  do  arid(//')  I  had  it. 
Nevertheless  and  (if)  it  like  you,  I  send 
you  by  my  son  Stafford  an  obligation,  whereof 
of  late  time  I  have  received  part  of  the  debt 
therein  comprised;  the  residue  of  which  I 
pray  you  to  receive  by  the  said  obligation, 
and  that  I  may  have  an  acquittance  thereof, 
and  to  give  credence  unto  my  said  son  in 
such  thing  as  he  shall  say  unto  your  good 
brotherhood  on  my  behalf. 


tion  at  that  time  between  him  and;  their  sister  Eliza- 
beth. From  the  expressions  there  used,  1  am  apt  to 
believe  he  was  then  a  widower.  If  so,  this  letter 
was  written  before  that  year. 

i   [See  a  notice  of  Viscount  Beaumont  in  a  note  ou 
letter  ix.  page  6.] 
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Right,  worshipful,  and  with  all  mine  heart 
right  entirely  beloved  brother,  1  beseech  the 
Blessed  Trinity  preserve  you  in  honour  and 
prosperity. 

Makestock  Castle,  in  Warwickshire, 
17th  March, 
between  1444  and  145o;  23  and  3  H.  VI. 


Written  at  my  Castle  of  Makestock,  the 
17th  day  of  March. 

Your  true  and  faithful  brother, 

H.  BUCKINGHAM. : 


LETT  E  II    XVI.— (VI.  vol.  i.  p.  21.) 

The  linage  of  Our  Lady  of  Walsin»ham,  in  Norfolk,  was  in  these  days,  and  had  been  for  aires,  particularly 
resorted  to  by  all  ranks  of  people,  from  the  kin;;  to  tin-  peasant",  by  foreigners  as  well  asnati\. 
\\as  held  in  the  highest  veneration  for  the  various  miracles,  &c  ,  a.scrilx-d  to  her.  We  must  not  therefore 
wonder  in  this  enlightened  age  that  a  judi;e.  bi^otted  to  his  religion  and  the  credulity  of  the  times,  .-hould 
ascribe  not  only  every  fortunate  event  which  betel  him  to  the  influence  of  Our  Lady  of  Walsin.nham,  but 
likewise  attribute  his  escape  from  every  danger  which  had  threatened  him  to  her  protection.  This  famous 
and  wonder-working  image  was,  however,  iu  1538,  30  H.  VIII.,  brought  to  Chelsea,  and  there  burnt. 

To  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  John  Paston,  Esq. 

that  it  should  l>e  much  to  the  g<.. 
the  matter,  and  doubt   you   not    Our   I«idy 
shall   quite    (requite)    it    you,   and   her   poor 
prior  hereafter  as  he  may,  &c. 

Praying  you  also,  cousin,  and  advising  for 
the  ease  of  us  both,  and  of  our  friends,  and  of 
many  other,  that  ye  be  at  London  by  times 
this  term,  and  if  we  speed  well  now,  all  well 
all  this  year  after;  for  I  know  verily  there 
was  never  made  a  greater  labour  than  shall 
be  made  now,  and  therefore  I  pray  t;i  Our 
Lady,  help  us,  and  her  Blessed  Son.  which 
have  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

Written  at  your  poor  place  of  Baylield,  on 
St.  Francis's  day,  in  h  i 

Your  cousin. 
WII.MAM  YKI.N  :ice* 


RIGHT  worshipful  cousin,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  thanking  you  as  heartily  as  I  can  for 
myself,  &c.,  and  especially  for  that  ye  do  so 
much  for  Our  Lady's  House  of  Walsingham, 
which  I  trust  verily  ye  do  the  rather  for  the 
great  love  that  ye  deem  I  have  thereto  ;  for 
truly  if  I  be  drawn  to  any  worship  or  welfare, 
and  discharge  of  mine  enemies1  danger,  I 
ascribe  it  unto  Our  Lady. 

Praying  you  therefore  that  ye  will  be  as 
friendly  to  Our  Lady's  House  as  I  wote 
(knou?)  well  ye  have  alway  been,  and  in 
especial  now,  that  I  might  have  of  you  the 
report  certainly  by  your  letter  of  that  that 
Naunton  your  cousin  informed  you  and  told 
you  by  mouth  of  all  matters  touching  Our 
Lady's  House  of  WallingtuXD  ;  formethinketh 
by  that  I  have  heard  by  Our  Lady's  prie-t  nf 
Walsingham,  if  I  understood  well  that  matter. 


1   Humphrey  Stafford,  Earl  of  Stafford,   xc..  wn* 

;    Duke  of  Buckingham   in  1411.   L>:i  II.  VI. 

:  .thiT  was  the  Lady  Anne,  only  daughter  of 

Thomas  of  WocitUtork,  JNNUMMl  son  to  Kdward  III. 

iirin  in  the  interest  of  his  sovereign,  am!  lost 

his  HIV  in  the  battle  of   Northampton,  in  July  1-tfiit. 

In-   jointly   commanded    with    tlu:    1" 

;i  Stafford,  mentioned  in  this 
•  -t  i>r..babl\  Humphrey  Karl  of  Stafford, 
.nded  at  the  first  i>attle.  of  St.  Al*  . 

winch   wounds  he   soon  after    died  ;   it' 
so,  it  undoubtedly  ascertains  the  date  of  this  letter  to 


•  Ik, 

St."  Francis's  Day,  -1th  October, 
•'   between  1 44  1  and  1460. 


K>me  period  between  Mil  and  1  , 
urkable  for  havin-  the  i. 
included    within    the    initial    II    of    t: 
name. 

-   In   114't   William   Yei  Iota    V-l- 

\erton,  by  Kli/.alH-th.  daughter  of  Hicli .  : 
widow  of    K-ibert    Clere,   was    apjiointed    Klli_ 

jeant.  and  in  1444  a  Justice  of  the  Kind's  Bench,  and 
in  14(10  he  was  created  a  Kmu'ht  of  the  Hath, 
letter,    therefore,    was  most   probably  w 
146D,  a»  had  it  been  written  after  that  time,  lie  would 
Uave  signed  himself  knight  as  well  a*  juv 
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LETTER    XVII.— (XIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  45.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  as  a  specimen  of  disputes  which  frequently  arise  at  present,  as  well  as  in  former 
times,  when  either  encroachments  are  really  made  by  the  principal  person  in  a  parish,  or  when  any  act  is 
done  which  appears  such  to  some  self-important  little  owner.  Which  party  was  right  in  this  matter  is  at  this 
distance  of  time  very  immaterial:  it  only  shows  human  nature  t($  have  been  the  same  yesterday  and  ti-day. 
[It  is  interesting  also,  as  showing  the  practical  freedom  of  the  people,  where  the  yeomen  could  so  openly  and 
sturdily  contend  against  their  superiors  in  rank  and  wealth,  and  also  the  general  rectitude  and  fairness  of  the 
law-courts ;  for  if  there  had  been  any  fear  of  indirect  influence,  they  would  not  have  so  reauily  appealed  to 
them.  England  appears  even  at  this  time  to  have  been  the  country — 

"  Where  even  the  meanest  peasant  studies  law, 
And  keeps  thereby  the  magistrates  in  awe,' ' 

as  has  been  well  said  by  Defoe  in  his  '  Trueboru  Englishman,'  which  couplet,  by  the  way,  is  the  original  of 
Goldsmith's  more  elegant  but  feebler  one  in  the  'Traveller,' 

"  Where  even  the  peasant  boasts  his  rights  to  scan, 
And  learns  to  venerate  himself  as  man."J 

To  John  Paston,  dwelling  in  the  Temple  at  London,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well ;  and  let  you  weet,  that,  on 
the  Sunday  before  St.  Edmond,  after  even 
song,  Agnes  Ball  come  to  me  to  my  closet  and 
bade  me  good  even,  and  Clement  Spicer  with 
her;  and  I  asked  him  what  he  would;  and  he 
asked  me  why  I  had  stopped  in  the  king's 
way ;  arid  I  said  to  him  I  stopped  no  way  but 
mine  own,  and  asked  him  why  he  had  sold  my 
land  to  John  Ball,  and  he  swore  he  was  never 
accorded  with  your  father ;  and  I  told  him  if 
his  father  had  done  as  he  did,  he  would  have 
been  ashamed  to  have  said  as  he  said;  and  all 
that  time  Waryn  Herman  leaned  over  the 
park  close  and  listened  what  we  said ;  arid  said 
that  the  change  was  a  rewly  (grievous)  change, 
for  the  town  was  undo  (undone)  thereby,  arid 
is  the  worse  by  an  100/.  And  I  told  him  it 
was  no  courtesy  to  meddle  him  in  a  matter  but 
if  (unless)  he  were  called  to  council;  and 
proudly  going  forth  with  me  in  the  church, 
he  said  the  stopping  of  the  way  should  cost 
me  twenty  nobles  (Ql.  13*.  4rf.)  and  yet  it 
should  down  again.  And  I  let  him  weet, 
he  that  put  it  down  should  pay  therefore. 

Also  he  said  that  it  was  well  done  that  I 
set  men  to  work  to  owl 1  many  while  I  was 

1  To  owl  may  signify  to  deceive,  as  an  owler  is  a 
person  who  carries  contraband  goods  in  the  night ; 
though  I  rather  think  it  means  in  this  place  to  oil, 
that  is.  to  smooth  to  her  purpose,  but  q.?  [Fenn, 
there  is  little  doubt,  is  right  in  supposing  that  "  to  owl  " 
is  here  intended  to  signify  "  to  deceive,"  but  we  know 
of  no  other  instance  of  such  use  of  the  word :  in  the 


here,  but  in  the  end  I  shall  lose  my  cost.  Then 
he  asked  me  why  I  had  away  his  hay  at  Wals- 
ham,  saying  to  me  he  would  he  had  wist 
it,  when  it  was  carried,  and  he  should  a 
letted  (have  hindered)  it;  and  I  told  him  it 
was  mine  own  ground,  and  for  mine  own  I 
would  hold  it;  and  he  bade  me  take  four 
acres  and  go  no  farther;  and  thus  churtlya 
(churlishly  q.  ?)  he  departed  from  me  in  the 
churchyard ;  and  since  I  spake  with  a  cer- 
tain man,  and  asked  him  if  he  heard  ought 
say  why  the  dinner  was  made  at  Norfolk's 
house,  and  he  told  me  (he}  heard  say  that 
certain  men  had  sent  to  London  to  get  a  com- 
mission out  of  the  Chancery  to  put  down  again 
the  wall  and  the  dyke.  I  received  your  let- 
ter by  Robert  Repps  this  day,  after  this  letter 
(was)  written  thus  far  :  I  have  read  it,  but  I 
can  give  you  none  answer  more  than  I  have 
written,  save  the  wife  of  Harman  hath  the 
name  of  our  Lady,3  whose  blessing  ye  have  and 
mine.  Written  at  Pastoii,  on  the  day  after 
St.  Edmond.  By  your  mother, 

AGNES  PASTON. 

Paston,  17th  November, 
after  1444.     23  H.  VI. 


instance  given  the  term  owler  is  applied  to  the  con- 
trabandist in  reference  to  his  night  employment,  and 
not  to  his  deceit.  It  cannot  either,  we  think,  mean 
"  to  oil."] 

2  [Churtley  is  curtly,  a  good  old  English  word  , 
meaning  shortly,  sharply,  angrily.] 

3  [i.e.  her  name  was  Mary.] 
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LETTER    XVIII.—  (XIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  49.) 

This  letter  contains  a  curious  fact.  It  appears  by  it  that  the  sheriffs  officers  had  arrested  a  person  in  the 
.  church  during  mass,  and  that  the  priest  and  some  of  the  con^re^atiou  had  rescued  him,  for  which  a  suit  was 
commenced  against  them.  This  shows  the  power  of  the  sherifl  at  this  time,  when  even  a  church,  during  the 
time  of  divine  service,  could  not  protect  a  person  against  whom  his  prongs  Ind  ln-en  issued.  A  murderer 
or  robber  might  have  claimed  sanctuary,  hut  a  poor  debtor  seems  to  have  had  no  such  privilege.  [W. 
we  liow  the  fact  is  a»cerUiined  by  Feiin  that  the  arrest  was  for  debt  only.  At  that  time  the  sh 
oflicers  could  arrest  in  criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  processes.] 


At  that  time  the  sheriff  and  his 


To  my  right  reverend  mistress,  Agnes  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  liaste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  mistress,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you,  thanking  you  of  the  great  cheer  that 
ye  made  me  the  last  time  that  I  was  with  you ; 
mistress,  in  all  your  goods  and  occupations 
that  lyeth  in  my  simple  power  to  do  in  word, 
will,  and  deed,  I  have  do  (done)  my  diligence 
and  my  power  thereto,  so  I  be  saved  before 
God;  and  have  owen  to  your  person  right 
hearty  love,  tor  the  which  I  am  right  ill  acquit 
(requited)  and  (if)  it  be  as  I  understand  it, 
for  it  is  do  (done)  me  to  weet  that  I  am  sued, 
with  more  of  my  parishioners,  for  a  rescue 
making  upon  the  officers  of  the  sheriff;  and 
J  take  God  to  record  that  it  is  wrongfully  do 
(done)  unto  us.  And  the  great  fray  that  they 
made  in  the  time  of  mass  it  ravished  my  wits 
and  made  me  full  heatyily  disposed ;  I  pray 
Jesu  give  them  grace  to  repent  them  thereof, 
that  they  that  caused  it  may  stand  out  of  peril 
of  soul. 


Mistress,  at  the  reverence  of  God,  and  as 
ever  I  may  do  service  that  may  he  pleasing 
unto  you,  send  me  justly  word,  hy  the  bringer 
of  this  hill,  how  ye  will  that  I  be  guided  : 
it  is  told  me  that,  if  I  he  taken,  I  may  no  other 
remedy  havyn  (have)  but  straight  to  prison; 
for  the  which  I  have  sold  away  20*.  worth  of 
stuff',  and  the  residue  of  my  stuff  I  have  put  it 
insure  hand,  for  truly  I  will  not  abid- 
jeopardy  of  the  swth  foaVJIhave  levir  (had 
rather)  to  go  as  far  as  my  fret  may  hear  me  ; 
nevertheless  as  ye  command  me  to  do,  so  it  be 
not  to  my  great  hurt,  I  will  fulfil  it.  No 
more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  God  send  you 
that  grace  that  ye  may  come  to  his  bliss. 
Written  at  Uromholm,  in  great  haste. 

By  your 
SIR  ROUEHT  WILLIAMSON. 

No  certain  date. 
After  1444.    US  II.  VI. 


LETTER    XIX.—  (XV.  vol.  iii.  p.  51.) 

The  date  of  this  letter  cannot  In-  ascertained,  though  it  must  have  been  written  after  l  ',  ;  :.  when  William  Yel- 


verton  was  appointed  a  judge  of  the  Kind's  Bench.  lie  seems  to  fear  a  party,  in  opposition  to  him,  . 
folk,  would  injure  him  with  the  king  and  lords,  and  therefore  wishes  lor  Sir  John   Fastoll%  interfe 


rence  to 


prevent  it.    The  judge's  mother  was  widow  to  Robert  (Mere,  and  by  that  means  he  was  half-brot 

Edmund  Clere,  of  Stoke>by.  TThis  Sir  John  Fastolf,  it  has  been  ;is>,  ited,  was  the  original  of  Shaksperc's 
inimitable  Sir  John  Falstaff.  This  letter,  however,  shows  a  curious  contrariety  to  the  dramatic  situation 
of  the  parties,  for  here  we  have  the  jud-e  sueing  to  the  kniirht  and  thanking  him  for  his  "gentleness  and 
kindness.'*  See  a  further  notice  of  Fastolf  in  a  subsequent  letter] 

A  Utter  to  Sir  John  Fusto/f,  from  Justice  Yrlwton.1 


MY  most  worshipful  and  best  In-trusted  n 

I  n-ronimend  me  to   you,  thanking  you    f..r 

many  great  gentleness  and  kindness  that   ye 

have  suowed  unto  me  j  and  for  the  grr.r 

that  I  had  of  your  man  and  your  horses  aU<>. 

tidiiiL'sout  of  this  country,  hen-  is  a 
marv.llous  disused  country,  and  many  evil- 
willed  people  to  Sir  Thomas  Todenham  and 

1  This  in  written  on  the  back  of  the  letter,  which 
has  no  direction,  in  an  ancient  liand. 


Hcydon,  and  but  if  they   be  put  in  romfort* 
there  by  fh<-  mean  of  a  good  sheriff  and  under- 
slicrilV,  they    may    lia\f   remedy  i 
order  of  law,  and  else  great  i;  sare 

like  for  to  follow  thereof;  therefore.  Sir.  t'orthe 
weal  of  all  our  good  country,  move  tin 
my  Ivrd  Chancellor,  and  all  other  lords,  as  ye 
think  best  for  this  matter  on  this  Ixihalt'.     Also, 

:or— contort."] 
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Sir,  if  they  noise  me  by  the  mean  of  my  Lord 
Scales,  or  by  any  other  mean,  or  by  any  bill 
sued  by  Brygg,  or  by  any  other  man  by  their 
craft,  that  it  please  you  to  say  for  me  in  salva- 
tion of  my  poor  worship,  which  I  wot  well  they 
may  not  hurt  but  (unless)  they  do  me  wrongs 
to  the  king,  my  Lord  Chancellor,  my  Lord  of 
Winchester,  my  Lord  Cromwell,  and  in  other 
places  as  ye  seemeth,  that  no  credence  be 
given  to  mine  hurt  in  mine  absence.  Also,  Sir, 
that  William  Jenriey  and  Brayn,  (q.  Bryan  ?) 


the  clerks  of  the  sessions,  be  hasted  hither- 
ward  as  well  as  they  may;  and,  Sir,  my 
cousin  Paston  and  my  brother  Clere  can  tell 
you  much  more  thing  that  I  should  write  of  to 
you  arid  (if)  I  had  leisure,  but  I  shall  within 
short  time  send  you  more  tidings  out  of  this 
country,  by  the  grace  of  God,  which  have  you 
in  his  holy  keeping. 

By  your  old  servant, 

WILLIAM  YELVERTON,  Justice. 


LETTER   XX.— (XVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  55.) 

(This  letter,  without  containing  any  circumstance  of  great  importance,  is  so  complete  a  detail  of  the  events  of 
common  life,  told  in  language  of  such  simple  truthfulness,  so  indicative  of  the  secret  though  perhaps 
unconscious  workings  of  the  mind,  as  to  be  extremely  interesting.  The  lawyer  it  appears  had  searched, 
not  into  the  justice  of  Lady  Morley's  claim,  but  to  have  found  writings  thereof;  but  "could  none  find  in 
none  wise ;"  and  Margaret  herself  had  induced  a  witness  or  mediator  to  promise  that  "  he  will  hold  rather 
with  you  than  with  her."] 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 

she  must  do  by  her  counsel,  arid  (as}  her 
counsel  had  advised  her,  so  she  said  she  will 
do  ;  then  I  prayed  her  again  that  she  would 
tarry  till  ye  came  home,  and  I  said  I  trusted 
verily  that  ye  would  do  when  ye  came  home 
as  it  longeth  to  you  to  do,  and  if  ye  might 
have  very  knowledge  that  she  ought  of  right 
for  to  have  it,  I  said  I  wist  well  that  ye 
would  pay  it  with  right  good  will ;  and  told 
her  that  ye  had  searched  to  have  found 
writing  thereof,  and  ye  could  none  find  in 
none  wise  ;  and  she  said  she  wist  well  there 
was  writing  thereof  enough,  and  she  hath 
writing  thereof,  how  Sir  Robert  of  Mauteby, 
and  Sir  John,  and  my  grandsire,  and  divers 
other  of  my  ancestors  paid  it,  and  said  never 
nay  thereto  ;  and  in  no  wise  I  could  not  get 
no  grant  of  her  to  cease  till  ye  came  home; 
arid  she  bade  me  that  I  should  do  an  errand 
to  my  mother,  and  when  I  came  home  I  did 
mine  errand  to  her,  and  she  asked  me  if  I 
had  spoken  to  my  lady  of  this  foresaid 
matter,  and  I  told  her  how  I  had  done,  and 
what  answer  I  had ;  and  she  said  she  should 
go  to  my  Lady  Morley's  on  the  next  day,  and 
she  should  speak  to  her  thereof,  and  essay  to 
get  grant  of  her  to  cease  of  the  foresaid 

ably  advanced  in  age.  She  seems  to  have  had 
right  on  her  side,  as  the  Mauteby  estate  in  Spar- 
ham  had  been  granted  away  by  the  family  of 
Hastyngs,  and  most  probably  under  a  reserved  rent 
or  relief. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your 
welfare ;  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  was  with 
my  Lady  Morley  l  on  the  Saturday  next 
after  that  ye  departed  from  hence,  and  told 
her  what  answer  that  ye  had  of  John  Butt, 
and  she  took,  it  right  strangely,  and  said  that 
she  had  told  you  and  showed  you  enough, 
whereby  ye  might  have  knowledge  that  the 
relief  ought  to  be  paid  to  her ;  and  she  said 
she  wist  well  that  ye  delay  it  forth  that  she 
should  not  have  that  longeth  (belongeth) 
to  her  right ;  and  she  told  me  how  it  was 
paid  in  Thomas  Chambers'  time,  when  her 
daughter  Hastings  was  wedded ;  and  she  said 
since  that  ye  will  make  none  end  with  her, 
she  will  sue  therefore  as  law  will. 

I  conceived  by  her  that  she  had  counsel 
to  labour  against  you  therein  within  right 
short  time,  and  then  I  prayed  her  that  she 
would  vouchsafe  not  to  laboiir  against  you 
in  this  matter  till  ye  came  home,  and  she 
said  nay  by  her  faith,  she  would  no  more 
days  give  you  therein ;  she  said  she  had  set 
you  so  many  days  to  accord  with  her,  and 
ye  had  broke  them,  that  she  was  right  weary 
thereof;  and  she  said  she  was  but  a  woman, 

1  Lady  Morley  was  the  daughter  of  a  Lord 
Spencer  or  Despencer,  and  had  to  her  first  husband 
Sir  Hugh  llastyngs,  of  Elsing,  in  Norfolk;  after 
Jiis  decease,  she  married  Thomas  Lord  Morley,  and 
was  now  his  widow,  and  must  have  been  corisider- 
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matter  till  that  ye  come  home;  and  truly 
my  mother  did  her  devour  \dutij — the  French 
devoir]  right  faithfully  therein,  as  my 
cousin  Clere  shall  tell  you  when  that  he 
speak  with  you  :  and  she  got  grant  of  my 
said  lady  that  there  should  nought  be  done 
gainst  you  therein,  and  (if;  ye  would  accord 
with  her,  and  do  a-  ye  might  to  do,  betwixt 
this  time  and  Trinity  Sunday. 

Laurence  Heed  of  Mauteby  recommendeth 
him  to  you,  and  prayeth  you  that  ye  will 
vouchsafe  to  let  him  buy  of  you  the  farm 
barley  that  ye  should  have  of  him,  and  if  ye 
•will  let  him  have  it  to  a  reasonable  price,  he 
will  have  it  with  right  good  will,  and  he 
prayeth  you  if  ye  will  that  he  have  it,  that 
yc  will  vouchsafe  to  send  him  word  at  what 
price  he  should  have  the  comb  as  hastily  as 
ye  may.  and  else  he  must  be  purveyed  in 
other  place. 

As  touching  other  tidings.  I  suppose  John 
of  Damme  shall  send  you  word  in  a  letter, 
as  it  is  told  me  verily  Heydon  shall  not 
come  at  Loifllon  this  term. 

It  is  said  in  this  country  that  Daniel l  is 
out  of  the  king's  good  grace,  and  he  shall 
down  and  all  his  men.  and  all  that  be  his 
well  willers;  there  shall  no  man  be  so  hardy 
to  do  neither  say  against  my  Lord  of  Suffolk,* 
nor  none  that  h.ngeth  to  him,  and  all  that 
have  done  and  said  against  him  they  shall 
gore  repent  them.  Katharine  Walsham  shall 
be  wedded  on  the  Monday  next  after  Trinity 
Sunday,  as  it  is  told  me,  to  the  gallant  with 
the  great  chain;3  and  there  is  purveyed  for 
her  much  good  array  of  gowns,  girdles,  and 
attires,  and  much  other  good  array,  and  he 
hath  purchased1  agreat  purchase  of  five  marks 
the  year  to  give  her  to  her 
jointure. 

I  am  afraid  that  Jolni  of  Sparham  4  is  so 
sfhyttyl  '  fif/fif )  witted,  that  he  will  set  his 
mortgage  to  Heydon,  or  to 

1     It  ilc ii->  ii.it  ap<>i-ar  who  this  R-mii-l.  afterward* 
rnlVd     Lord     Daniel,    was.      During    J.'i'-k    < 
rehi'llion.  a  hill   of  indictment   was    found,   annmi: 

1  i.uii.-l,  hut  t!: 
liii-iid    and    adherent    of   SutVnlk.      Hi- 

u  the  Tlumia.- 
_• .  \v  ho  m.im 

cxxxix.] 

!    niuestof 


other  of  your  good  friends,  but  if  (tiniest)  I 
can  hold  him  in  the  letter,  ere  ye  come  home; 
he  hath  been  arrested  since  that  ye  went ;  and 
hath  had  much  sorrow  at  the  suit  of  Master 
John  Stokes  of  London  for  ten  marks 
(6V.  13A-.  4d.)  that  Sparham  owed  to  him  ; 
and  in  good  faitli  he  hath  had  so  much 
sorrow  and  heaviness  that  he  wist  not  what 
he  might  do.  I  feel  him  so  disposed  that  he 
would  have  sold  and  have  set  to  mortgage 
all  that  he  hath,  he  had  not  rowth  (cared) 
to  whom,  so  that  he  might  have  had  money 
to  have  holpen  himself  with  ;  and  I  entr 
him  so  that  I  suppose  he  will  neither  sell 
nor  set  to  mortgage,  neither  cattle  nor  other 
goods  of  his,  till  he  speak  with  you;  ho 
supposeth  that  all  that  is  done  to  him  is  at 
the  request  of  the  parson  of  Sparham  and 
Knatysale.  I  suppose  it  is  alms  (charity}  to 
comfort  him,  for  in  good  faith  he  is  right 
heavy,  and  his  wife  also:  he  is  not  now 
under  arrest,  he  hath  paid  his  fees,  and  goeth 
at  large;  he  was  arrested  at  Sparham,  of  one 
of  Knatysale's  men. 

Hodge  Feke  told  me  that  Sym  Shepherd 
is  still  with  Wylly.  and  if  ye"  will  I  shall 
purvey  that  he  shall  be  brought  h 
come  home.  It  is  told  me  that  lie  that 
'kept  your  sheep  was  outlawed  Jon  Monday 
at  the  suit  of  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  and 
if  it  be  so  ye  are  not  like  to  keep  him  long. 
And  as  touching  that  that  ye  bade  me  speak 
for  to  Bacton.  he  saith  he  is  well  a* I 
that  she  said  she  would  n«ver  have  to  do 
with  all,  nor  he  cannot  piek  that  she  hath 
none  right  to  have  it,  and  he  will  say  like 
as  he  hath  heard  her  say,  and  if  she  speak  to 
him  thereof  he  will  rather  hold  with  you 
than  with  her.  I  pray  >ou  that  ye  will 
vouchsafe  to  send  me  word  how  ye  «p.'ed  in 
your  matter  touching  (iieshain.  and  how 
Daniel  is  in  grace.  Harry  (ioneld  hath 
brought  to  me  lu.s.  of  (.;< 


Suffolk,  rc-ci'i\«-d  ti: 
the    ijiii-en.  and    w.i 

:  rreati-il  Duke  of  Suffolk. 

3  It  ajijii-ars  that  time 

-   iiriianu-iiN  nf  dn-v.    and    that   this    L'allant 
out  did  iiis  ronti-ni] 

4  Tin-  Sji... 

that  hraiu-h. 
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went,  and  lie  saith  I  shall  have  more  ere 
Whitsuntide  if  he  may  pick  it  up. 

I  suppose  James  Gresham  have  told  you 
of  other  things  that  I  have  sped  since  ye 
went  hence.  If  I  hear  any  strange  tidings 
in  this  country  I  shall  send  you  word.  I 
pray  you  that  I  may  be  recommended  to 
my  Lord  Daniel. 


The  Holy  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping, 
and  send  you  health  and  good  speed  in  all 
your  matters  touching  your  right.  Written 
at  Norwich,  on  the  Wednesday  next  after 
that  ye  parted  hence. 

Yours,  MARGARET  PASTON. 
Norwich, 

Wednesday,  April,  1448. 
26  H.  VI. 


LETTER   XXI. 

[Tms  letter  is  from  James  Gresham  to  "  mine 
especial  master,  John  Paston,  Esquire,"  con- 
jectured to  have  been  written  on  the  18th  Oct. 
1419.  It  relates  the  progress  of  some  obscure 
lawsuits,  and  announces  some  political  changes, 
but  nothing  of  any  peculiar  interest,  unless 
it  be  the  following : — "  On  Monday  last  past 
was  a  great  affray  at  Coventry,  between  the 


—(VII.  vol.  i.  p.  25.) 

Duke  of  Somerset's  men  and  the  watchmen 
of  the  town,  and  two  or  three  men  of  the 
town  were  killed  there,  to  (the)  great  disturb- 
ance of  all  the  lords  there,  for  the  larum  bell 
was  rung,  and  the  town  arose,  and  would  have 
jeoparded  (hazarded)  to  have  distressed  the 
Duke  of  Somerset,  &c.  had  not  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  taken  a  direction  therein.] 


LETTER    XXII.— (XVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  63.) 


[THIS  is  an  authentic  copy  of  the  articles  of 
impeachment  exhibited  against  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  taken  at.  the  time,  and  the  purport  of 
them  may  be  found  in  several  of  our  histories 
of  that  period.]  These  articles  were  exhibited 
in  the  beginning  of  February,  1449-50,  when 
the  duke  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  where 
his  confinement  was  but  short ;  as,  upon  the 
adjournment  of  the  parliament  to  meet  at 
Leicester  in  April,  he  then  appeared  there  in 
his  usual  post  as  prime  minister.  I  cannot 
help  taking  notice  of  the  words  of  the  last 
sentence  of  the  first  charge,  "  Wheruppon  the 
same  Duke  of  Suff'  sith  ye  tyme  of  heis  areste 
hath  do  (that  is,  hath  caused)  the  seid  Mar- 
garete  to  be'married  to  heis  seid  sonne."  From 
these  words  it  plainly  appears  that  the  duke 
immediately  upon  his  arrest  caused  the 
marriage  between  his  son  and  the  Lady 
Margaret  to  be  solemnised.  I  do  not  find 
that  any  of  our  historians  mention  this  as  a 
matter  which  actually  took  effect,  but  only 
as  a  matter  which  the  duke  had  in  contem- 
plation, the  lady  at  this  time  being  only  eight 


or  nine  years  old.  Moreover,  had  this  mar- 
riage been  then  really  solemnised,  it  must 
have  affected  not  only  the  legitimacy  of  the 
duke's  children,  but  also  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Lady  Margaret's  son,  Henry  VII.,  as  John 
Duke  of  Suffolk  (the  person  here  mentioned 
as  her  husband)  lived  till  1491 ;  and  she 
married  Edmund  Tudor,  Earl  of  Richmond, 
and  by  him  had  her  son  Henry  (afterwards 
Henry  VII.),  about  1455.  The  renowned 
Lady  Margaret  here  mentioned  was  the  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  John  Beaufort,  Duke  of 
Somerset,  grandson  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
of  Lancaster.  She  married  Edmund  Tudor, 
Earl  of  Richmond,  by  whom  she  was  the 
mother  of  our  King  Henry  VII.  After  the 
decease  of  this  earl,  she  was  successively  the 
wife  of  Henry  Stafford  younger  son  of  Hum- 
phrey Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Thomas 
Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby;  after  which  last 
marriage  she  engaged  herself  in  a  vow  of 
celibacy,  and  spent  her  time  in  prayer,  alms- 
giving, and  founding  colleges.  She  died  in 
1509,  when  about  seventy  years  old. 


i'i 
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LETTER    XXIII.— (VIII.  vol.  i.  p.  29.) 

Articles  of  impeachment  were  exhibited  by  the  Commons  in  parliament  against  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  in 
February,  1449;  and  th<;  kins;,  to  appease  them,  committed  the   Duke  to  the  Tower:  his  enlar. 
from  thence,  &c.  is  here  related  ;  and  it  seems  by  what  is  here  mentioned,  that  be  appeared  abroad 
with  a  guard.     (The  fact  of  the  insecurity  of  Yarmouth  and  the  coast  of  Norfolk  is  historically  curious. 
and  is  strongly  indicative  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  timos.      Mr.  Fenn,  we  think,  is  slightly"  r 
as  to  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  guard;   "  his  men  again  waiting  upon  him,"  is  merely  the  numerous  train  r,m:  - 
mon  at  that  time  with  the  great  nobility.     It  is  true  they  were  frequently  armed,"  and  the  reader  will  pro- 
bably call  to  mind  the  conflicts  between  the  retainers  of  the  Duke  of  Gloster  and  the  liishop  of  Winchester, 
described  by  Shakspere  in  this  very  reign  ;  but  they  were  not  guards.] 


To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John 

RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your  wel- 
fare. &c.  (then  follows  some  common  business 
about  his  farms  anil  tenants.) 

William  Rutt,  the  which  is  with  Sir  John 
Heveningham,1  came  home  from  London  yes- 
terday, and  lie  said  plainly  to  his  master,  and 
to  many  other  folks,  that  the  Duke  of  Suffolk 
is  pardoned,  and  hath  his  men  again  waiting 
upon  him,  and  is  right  well  and  at  ease  and 
merry,  and  is  in  the  king's  good  grace,  and  in 
the  good  conceit  of  all  the  lords,  as  well  as 
ever  he  was. 

There  have  been  many  enemies  against 
Yarmouth  and  Cromer,  and  have  done 
much  harm,  and  taken  many  Englishmen, 
and  put  them  in  great  distress,  and  greatly 


Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 

(heavily)  ransomed  them  ;  and  the  said 
enemies  have  been  so  hold  that  they  come 
up  to  the  land,  and  play  thorn  on  Caister 
Sands  and  in  other  places,  as  homely  as  [as 
much  at  home*  as  if]  they  were  Englishmen  ; 
folks  l>e  right  sore  afraid  that  they  will  do 
much  harm  this  summer,  but  if  (unless)  there 
be  made  right  great  purveyance  against  them. 
Other  tidings  know  I  none  at  tin's  time;  the 
blissful  Trinity  have  you  in  his  ki •<  , 

Written  at  Norwich    on    Saint   Gregory's 
day. 

Yours,  M.  PASTON. 
Norwich, 

St.  <;r.-:jory's  Day, 
Thursday,  12th  of  March, 
1449.     28  II.  VI. 


LETTER   XXI V.- (XVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  81.) 


[Tuts  letter  is  from  Robert  the  prior  of 
Bromholm,  "to  my  sovereyn  John  Paston," 
written  about  March,  11 10-">0,  requesting  him 
"  as  I  am  your  true  beadsman  as  ( to)  labour 
for  me  here  that  I  might  have  a  writ  of  passage 
directed  unto  such  men  as  yon  think  that. 
should  best  give  me  my  charge."  He  adds, 
"  Some  counsel  me  to  have  a  letter  of  exchange, 


though  it  were  but  of  forty  shilli. 

but  1  commit  all  my  best  (!>•  ::i  this 

matter  to  your  wisdom,  and 

in  this  matter.    I   shall  truly   at  our  n- 

repay  again  to  you."     The  prior  was  g<  : 

a  bishop,  but  it   is  not  said  win  : 

what  business.] 


LETTER    XXV.— v\!X.  vol.  iii.  p.  85.) 

iven  this  letter  as  mentioning  a  tenure  1  :ity  ;   these  tenure-;  were  abolished  by  a  statute, 

in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  but  the  honorary  services  by  grand  sergeanty  are  sti. 

To  my  right  vwrshipful  husband,  John  Paston. 

RliiliT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you, praying  you  to  wectthat  the  p.irsnn  of 
told  me  that  Wyndham  told  him 


•The  family  of  I  !•••.  viiing.iam  had  large  posses- 
lions  in  Norfolk, and  was  ;i  family  of  consequence  in 
that  county  tor  many  descents. 


that  Swainsthorp  is  held  of  tin-  ki:i^   1 
third  p;irt  or  the  fourth  part  >  s  fee, 

and  whosoever  had  the  man  thorp 


2  [Fenn  reads,  "as  much  at  their  case  as  if."] 

•  rdiT  or  appoint.     W  •  rather    think 
"all  my  beat "  means  all  for  my  best.] 
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he  should  find  an  armed  man  in  time  of  war 
in  the  castle  of  Norwich  forty  days  to  his  own 
cost,  and  that  ye  should  pay  30s.  to  the  king 
yearly  out  of  the  said  manor ;  and  it  is  found 
also  that  your  father  should  have  died  seised, 
and  that  ye  should  have  entered  therein  as  heir 
after  your  father's  decease,  and  that  ye  should 
be  now  upon  the  age  of  thirty  winters. 


The  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping; 
written  at  Norwich,  the  Friday  next  afore 
Saint  George. 

Yours, 

M.  PASTON. 
Norwich,      • 
Friday,  April, 
about"  1450,  28  H.  VI. 


LETTER  XXVI.— (IX.  vol.  i.  p.  33.) 


This  affectionate  letter,  strongly  inculcating  his  son's  duty  to  God,  his  sovereign,  and  his  parents,  gives  him 
good  and  fatherly  counsel,  as  to  his  company,  his  conversation,  and  transactions  in  life ;  tells  him,  that  in 
following  the  advice  it  contains,  he  will  prosper  in  the  world ;  and  then,  solemnly  pronouncing  a  blessing  on 
him,  it  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  him  and  his  posterity.  May  not  this  well-written  epistle  alone  entitle 
this  duke  to  a  place  amongst  the  noble  authors  of  England  ?  This  advice,  written  so  immediately  upon  his 
departure,  and  so  short  a  time  before  his  murder,  must  have  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  son's  mind ; 
and  doubtless  in  that  age  the  letter  was  much  admired,  as  even  at  this  period  of  refined  literature,  it  may 
be  called  a  good  and  an  affecting  composition.  [The  Duke  of  Suffolk  appears  here  in  an  entirely  new 
character.  History  represents  him,  on  very  sufficient  grounds,  as  ambitious,  proud,  revengeful,  greedy, 
unfaithful  alike  to  his  king  and  to  his  country  when  his  own  interests  could  be  served  by  the  sacrifice  of 
either.  Hume  (Hist,  of  Eug.  chap.  xx.  xxi.)  and  the  Pictorial  History  of  England  (vol.  ii.  p.  83,  et  seq.~) 
display  the  real  character  of  the  man  in  his  actions,  and  Shakspere,  in  his  Henry  VI.  Part  ii.,  has  vividly 
and  no  doubt  correctly  stated  the  popular  opinion  of  the  time  as  to  his  conduct.  The  captain  who  seizes 
him  at  sea,  and,  quibbling  on  his  name,  tells  him,  he  is  the  pool  or  puddle — 


adds  also  that— - 


"  \Vhose  filth  and  dirt, 
Troubles  the  silver  spring  where  England  drinks," 

l?y  devilish  policy  art  thou  grown  great, 

And,  like  ambitious  Sylla,  over  gorg'd 

With  gobbets  of  thy  mother's  bleeding  heart." 


Probably,  however,   the  Duke  added  [hypocrisy  to  his  other  vices,  and  a  staid  and  apparently  devout 
demeauur  may  have  been  adopted  by  the  favourite  of  the  weak^but  pious  Henry.] 

The  Copy  of  a  notable  letter,  written  by  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  l  to  his  Sonf  giving  him  therein 

very  good  counsel. 

And  that  also,  weetingly,  ye  do  nothing 
for  love  nor  dread  of  any  earthly  creature 
that  should  displease  him.  And  there  as 
(whenever)  any  frailty  maketh  you  to  fall, 


Mv  dear  and  only  well-beloved  son,  I  beseech 
our  Lord  in  Heaven,  the  Maker  of  all  the 
World,  to  bless  you,  and  to  send  you  ever  grace 
to  love  him,  and  to  dread  him,  to  the  which,  as 
far  as  a  father  may  charge  his  child,  I  both 
charge  you,  and  pray  you  to  set  all  your 
spirits  and  wits  to  do,  arid  to  know  his  J 
holy  laws  and  commandments,  by  the  which 
ye  shall,  with  his  great  mercy,  pass  all  the 
great  tempests  and  troubles  of  this  wretched 
world. 

i  William  dc  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  succeeded 
his  brother  Michael,  slain  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt 
in  1415,  as  Earl  of  Suffolk  ;  he  was  prime  minister 
and  favourite  of  Henry  VI.  and  Queen  Margaret, 
was  created  in  1443,  23  H.  VI.,  Marquess,  and  iu  14491 
26  H.  VI.,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  He  was  banished  by 
the  king  at  the  instigation  of  the  Commons,  &c. 
and  murdered  on  the  sea,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1450, 
28  H.  VI.  He  married  Alice,  widow  of  Thomas  de 
Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  daughter  and 
VOL.  I. 


beseech  his  mercy  soon  to  call  you  to  him 
again  with  repentance,  satisfaction,  and  con- 
trition of  your  heart,  never  more  in  will  to 
offend  him. 

Secondly,  next  him  above  all  earthly 
things,  to  be  true  liegeman  in  heart,  in  will, 
i  n  thought,  in  deed,  unto  the  king  our  alder 

heir  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  Esq.,  of  Ewelme,  in  Ox- 
fordshire, and  grand-daughter  of  Geoffery  Chaucer, 
the  celebrated  poet. 

2  John  de  la  Pole  (after  his  father's  murder) 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  &c.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York, 
and  sister  of  Edward  IV.  He  died  in  1491,  7  H. 
VII.  and  was  buried  by  his  father  at  Wingtield  in 
Suffolk.  [See  Letter  xxvii.] 
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most  (greatest)  high  and  dread  sovereign 
lord,  to  whom  both  ye  and  I  be  so  much 
bound  to ;  charging  you  as  father  can  and 
may,  rather  to  die  than  to  be  the  contrary, 
or  to  know  anything  that  were  against  the 
welfare  or  prosperity  of  his  most  royal 
person,  but  that  as  far  as  your  body  and  life 
may  stretch  ye  live  and  die  to  defend  it, 
and  to  let  his  highness  have  knowledge 
thereof  in  all  the  haste  ye  can. 

Thirdly,  in  the  same  wise,  I  charge  you, 
my  dear  son,  alway  as  ye  be  bounden  by 
the  commandment  of  God  to  do,  to  love, 
to  worship,  your  lady  and  mother ;  and 
also  that  ye  obey  alway  her  command- 
ments, and  to  believe  her  counsels  and 
advices  in  all  your  works,  the  which  dread 
not  but  shall  be  best  and  truest  to  you.  And 
if  any  other  body  would  steer  you  to  the 
contrary,  to  flee  the  counsel  in  any  wise, 
for  ye  shall  find  it  naught  and  evil. 

Furthermore,  as  far  as  father  may  arid 
can,  I  charge  you  in  any  wise  to  flee  the 
company  and  counsel  of  proud  men,  of 
covetous  men,  and  of  flattering  men,  the 
more  especially  and  mightily  to  withstand 
them,  and  not  to  draw  nor  to  meddle  with 
them,  with  all  your  might  and  power;  and 
to  draw  to  you  and  to  your  company  good 


and    virtuous   men.  and   such   as  1 
conversation,    and    of  truth,    and     by    them 
shall  ye  m\  •  ml  urn  of. 

Moreover,  never  follow  your  own  wit  in  no 
wise,  but  in  all  your  works,  of  such   fol. 
I    write    of    above,    ask     your    advice     and 
counsel,  and  doing    thus,  with    the    nit-i 
God,    ye    shall    do   right  \\ell,   and    live    in 
right   much   worship,  and   great  heart's  rest 
ami  ease. 

And  I  will  be  to  you  as  good  lord  and 
father  as  my  heart  can  think. 

And     last     of    all,     as     heartily    and     as 
lovingly  as  ever   fathei  >  child  in 

earth,  1  give    you  the    blessing  of  Our    Lord 
and    of    me,    which    of    his    infinite    . 
increase   you  in  all  virtue    and    good   1: 
and  that  your  blood    may  b\  from 

kindred  to  kindred  multiply  in  this  »-,irth  to 
his  service,  in  such  wise  a-   after  the    <!• 
ing  from  this   wretched   world   here,    y  and 
they  may  glorify   him    eternally  amon_ 
angels  in  heaven. 

Written  of  mine  hand, 

The  day  of  my  departing  fro  this  land. 
Your  true  and  loving  lather. 

SUFFOLK. 

April. 
•      1450,  ^  H.  VI. 


LETTER    XXVII.— (X.  vol.  i.  p.  39.) 
To  the  riyht  worshipful  John  I'astoH.  at  .W/r/r/<. 


RIGHT  worshipful  sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  and  am  right  sorry  of  that  I  shall  say, 
and  have  so  washed  this  little  bill  with 
sorrowful  tears,  that  uneths  *  (scarcely)  ye 
shall  read  it. 

As  on  Monday  next  after  May  day  (  1th  <>f 
J/'/y)  there  came  tidings  to  London,  thai  on 
Thursday  before  (30//1  of  April],  the  Duke  of 
Sutfolk  came  unto  the  coasts  of  Kent"  full 
near  Dover  with  his  two  ships  and  a  little 
spinner;  the  which  spinner  he  sent  with 
certain  letters,  by  certain  of  his  trusted  men, 
unto  Calai*  ward,  to  know  how  he  should  be 
received  ;  and  with  him  met  a  ship  called 

1  [l'ii  ulty.] 

me  of  our  liistori.ins  any  that  he  put  to  tea 
from  the  coast  of  Norfolk. 


Nicholas  of  the  Tower3  with  other  sh 
ing  on   him.  and  l»y    them    that   were  in  the 
spinner     the     master    of    the     Nicholas     had 
knowledge  of  the  duke's  coming. 

When    he  espied  the    <! 

forth  his  boat  to  weet  what  they  were,  and  the 
duke  himself  spoke  to  them,  an- 
by  the  kind's  commandment 
ward.  Ace.,  and  they  -,i\(\  he  IIP 
their  master  :   and  so  lie,   with  two  or 
his  men.  went  forth  with  them  in  th. 
the  Nicholas:   and  when  he  came,  fi 
bade  him.  "  Welcome,  li 

And   further  the  ni.LSt.  : 


3  This  ship  h- 

,!   -.hii',  with  loiv-M.iire*,  u 
loo  men. 
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the  shipmen  would  hold  with  the  duke,  and 
they  sent  word  they  would  not  in  no  wise ; 
and  so  he  was  in  the  Nicholas  till  Saturday 
('2nd  May}  next  following. 

Some  say  he  wrote  much  tiling  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  king,  but  that  is  not  verily 
known. 

He  had  his  confessor  with  him,  &c. ;  and 
some  say  he  was  arraigned  in  the  ship  on  their 
manner  upon  the  Impeachments,1  and  found 
guilty,  &c. 

Also  he  asked  the  name  of  the  ship,  and 
when  he  knew  it,  he  remembered  Stacy  that 
said,  if  he  might  escape  the  danger  of  the 
Tower  he  should  be  safe,  and  then  his  heart 
failed  him,  for  he  thought  he  was  deceived.52 

And  in  the  sight  of  all  his  men  he  was 
drawn  out  of  the  great  ship  into  the  boat,  and 
there  was  an  axe  and  a  stock,  and  one  of  the 
lewdest  (meanest)  of  the  ship  bade  him  lay 
down  his  head,  and  he  should  be  fairly  ferd 
(dealt)  with,  and  die  on  a  sword;  and  took  a 
rusty  sword  and  smote  oft'  his  head  within  [in 
less  thaii^  half  a  dozen  strokes,  and  took  away 
his  gown  of  russet,  and  his  doublet  of  velvet 
mailed,  and  laid  his  body  on  the  sands  of 
Dover  :  and  some  say  his  head  was  set  on  a 
pole  by  it ;  and  his  men  set  on  the  land  by 
[tttt'/A]  great  circumstance  arid  prey  [parade 
and  robbery.^  3 

1  Impeachments  by  the  Commons;  this  shows 
that  these  ships  were  sent  out  on  purpose  to  take 
him,  ike. 

-  [Shakspere,  who  gives  the  details  of  his  death 
witli  great  historical  accuracy,  varies  the  nature  of 
the  prophecy.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
greater  number  of  these  predictions  were  formed 
after  and  made  to  fit  the  event,  and  Shakspere  may 
eveu  have  varied  it  to  suit  his  scene  ;  he  could  not 
so  well  have  introduced  the  St.  Nicholas  of  the 
Tower.  Suffolk,  ou  the  sea-shore,  says  to  one  of  his 
captors : — 

"  Thy  name  ("Walter)  affrights  me,  in  whose  sound 
is  death  ; 

A  cunning  man  did  calculate  my  birth ; 

And  told  me  that  by  water  I  should  die  : 

Yet  let  nut  this  make  thee  be  bloody-minded ; 

Thy  name  is  Gualtier,  being  rightly  sounded." — 
Henri/  VI.,  Part  ii.] 

3  [Fenn  translates — "and  his  men  sit  on  the  land 
by  great  circumstance  (q.  by  great  numbers)  and 
pray."  He  then  suggests  another  reading — "and 
his  men  (were)  set  on  the  land  be  (together  with) 
great  circumstance  (wealth)  and  prey  (booty)."  The 
original  is — ' '  and  lies  men  sette  on  the  londe  be 
grette  circOsfnce  and  preye."  See  also  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  next  letter.] 


And  the  sheriff  of  Kent  doth  watch  the 
body,4  and  (hath)  sent  his  under-sheriif  to  the 
judges  to  weet  what  to  do ;  and  also  to  the 
king  (to  know)  what  shall  be  done. 

Further  I  wot  not,  but  thus  far  is  it,  if  the 
process  be  erroneous  let  his  counsel  reverse  it. 
&c. 

Also  for  all  the  other  matters  they  sleep,  and 
the  fryar  also,  &c.  Sir  Thomas  Keriel5  is 
taken  prisoner  and  all  the  leg-harness,  arid 
about  3000  Englishmen  slain. 

Matthew  Gooth0  (q.  Gottgh),  with  1500, 
fled,  and  saved  himself  and  them.  And 
Peris  Brusy  was  chief  captain,  and  had 
10,000  Frenchmen  and  more,  &c. 

I  pray  you  let  my  mistress,  your  mother, 
know  these  tidings,  and  God  have  you  all  in 
his  keeping. 

I  pray  you  (that)  this  bill  may  recommend 
me  to  my  mistresses,  your  mother  and  wife, 
&c. 

James  Gresham  hath  written  to  John  of 
Dam,  and  recommendeth  him,  &c. 

Written  in  great  haste  at  London,  the  5th 
day  of  May,  &c. 

By  your  wife, 

WILLIAM  LoMNER.7 

London,  Tuesday, 

othofMav,  1450, 

28  H.  VI. 

4  His  body  was   taken  from  Dover  Sands,   and 
carried  to  the   collegiate  church   of  Winglield,  in 
Suffolk,  where  it  lies  interred  under  an  altar  tomb, 
in  the  chancel,  with  his  effigies  in  armour,  painted, 
gilt,  &c.  carved  in  wood,  lying  on  it.     It.  is  remark- 
ably  well   executed,  as   is  that  of  Alice  his  wife, 
likewise,  which  lies  at  his  right  hand.     [This  is  a 
mistake  of  Fenn's.     There  are  three  monuments  in 
Wingtield  church  to  other  members  of    the  same 
family,  but  there  is  no  memorial  for  him.    They  are 
engraved  in    Stothard's   '  Monumental   Effigies.' — 
See  Gent.  Mag.  for  Feb.  1840.] 

5  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Four- 
migni,  fought  on  the  18th  of  April,  1450,  where  he 
defended    himself   with    great    bravery.      He    was 
beheaded   by    Queen  Margaret's    order,   after    the 
second  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  in  1460. 

6  Query  if  the  brave  Matthew  Gough,  who  was 
afterwards  slain  in  Cade's  rebellion,  fighting  on  the 
citi/en's  part,  in  July  1450,  at  the  Battle  of  the 
Bridge. 

7  [This  singular  subscription  is  explained  by  Mr 
Fenn  to  have  arisen  from  the  fact  of  W.Lomner  having" 
been  frequently  employed  as  amanuensis  by  Marg. 
Paston,  many  of  her  letters  being  in  the  same  hand- 
writing, and  that  he  had  here  forgotten  at  the  in- 
stant in  what  capacity  he  was  writing.] 

c  2 
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LETTER   XXVIII.— (XI.  vol.  i.  p.  45.) 


To  my  right  worshipful  cousin, 

RIGHT  worshipful  sir,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you  in  the  most  goodly  wise  that  I  can;  and 
forasmuch  as  ye  desired  of  me  to  send  you 
word  of  divers  matters  here,  which  have  been 
opened  in  the  parliament  openly,  I  send  you 
of  them  such  as  I  can. 

First  most  especial,  that  for  very  truth 
upon  Saturday  that  last  was,  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk  was  taken  in  the  sea,  and  there  he 
was  beheaded,  and  his  body  with  the  appur- 
tenance set  at  land  at  Dover ;  and  all  the 
folks  that  he  had  with  him  were  set  to  land, 
and  had  none  harm. 

Also  the  king  hath  somewhat  granted  to 
have  the  resumption  again,  in  some  but  not 
in  all,  &c. 

Also  if  ye  purpose  to  come  hither  to  put 
tip  your  bills,  ye  may  come  now  in  a  good 
time,  for  now  every  man  that  hath  any  they 
put  them  in,  and  so  may  ye  if  ye  come,  with 
God's  grace  to  your  pleasure.1 


John  Paston,  of  Norwich,  Esq. 

Furthermore,  upon  the  4th  day  of  this 
month,  the  Earl  of  Devonshire2  came  hither 
with  300  men  well  best-en  3  [provided],  &c. 
and  upon  the  morrow  after,  my  Lord  of 
Warwick,  with  100  and  more,  &c. 

Also  as  it  is  noised  here,  Calais  shall  be 
besieged  within  this  seven  days,  &c. 

God  save  the  king,  and  send  us  peace,  &c. 

Other  tidings  be  there  none  here,  but 
Almighty  God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Written  at  Leicester,  the  Oth  day  of  May. 
Your  con- 

JOHN  CiiANE.4 


<*& 


Leicester, 

Wednesday,  <;th  of  Mav, 
1460,  £*  II.  VI. 


LETTER  XXIX.— (XII.    Vol.  i.  p.  53.) 

Thomas  ITowys  appears  to  have  been  a  superintendent  of  Sir  John  FastolFs  affairs  at  Caister.     He  \\ 

of  Hloficld  in  Norfolk,  from  about  1-Uin  to  1471 :  and  was  one  of  Sir  Jolm'sexecutors.     Castlccomb  is  in  Wilt- 
shire.    [For  a  notice  of  Sir  J.  Fastolf,  see  a  subsequent  Letter.] 

To  my  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  Sir  Tiiomas  Howys,  Parton  of  Castlecomb. 


Tin  STV  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  greet  you 
well.  (Here  follow  some  orders  respecting  his 
aff'dirt  at  Caister.)  And  I  pray  you  send 
me  word  who  dare  be  so  hardy  to  kick 
against  you  in  my  right;  and  say  (to)  them 
OB  my  half  (behalf)  that  they  shall  l>e  quyt* 
\requited~\,  as  far  as  law  and  reason  will  ; 
and  if  they  will  not  dread  nor  obey  that, 
then  they  shall  be  quyt  liy  Illark  heard  or 

1  Here    follows    some    advice    relative    to    some 

•  liills  of    .1.    1'aMoii,    to    i  I 
..  lit. 

-  Thomas    Courtney,    Karl    of   Devonshire,     \va* 
at    the   l.atlle  of  Tow  ton  ill    Mli.and    after- 

•  eheaded,  liy  order  of  F.dward  IV.,  he  having 

•  Iward  to  I  leiiry  V  I  . 
;  .'iiu  explains  this  .vor  I,"  "  A  fine  body  of  men 


\vell  arr.i;.  i  il  .iii'l  aeeoutred."] 

uily,      m 

rfolk   and  Suffolk, 


..        .  . 

*  '1  i  uily,  flmiri.-l: 


Whitebeard,6  that  is  to  say.  by  God  or  the 
devil;  and  therefore  I  char  i  im- 

word  whether  surh  as  have  been  mine 
adversaries  before  tliis  time  continue  still  in 
their  wilfulness,  \c. 

Item.  I  he;ir  oi'ttimes  many  sfra- 
of  demenys7  of  tlie  governance  of  my  • 
at  Caister  and  other  place-,  as  in  my  rhatell 
ajtproving,  in   my  wines,  the   keepin.-  <>f   my 

and  the  writer  of  this  lett. •: 

>urt. 
•    l-'enn  translates  fnief  in  this  and  the  fallowing 

iii-t.i:;  * 

9    we  are  told  ' 

l..-hi  Hi    of  the  time,  ami    we    are  her. 
sent.-d  \\ith  one  of  the  usual 

7      l'er!.:iiis  In. in  th<-  Frr  I  . Hies,  nind- 

I 

intj.     ••  \*  in  my  chattel  »l>i>ruviii}:,"  vScc.,  b— U  U 
lo  my  chattels,  &0.] 
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wardrobe  and  clothes,  the  avail  [use,  profit]  of 
my  conies  at  Hellesdori,  &c.,  and  approvement 
of  my  lands ;  praying  you  heartily,  as  my 
full  trust  is  in  you,  to  help  reform  it. 
And  that  ye  suffer  no  vicious  man  at  my 
place  of  Caister  (to)  abide,  but  well  go- 
verned and  diligent,  as  yet  will  answer  to 
it. 

Almighty   God    keep  you.      Written   at 


London,  the  27th  day  of  May,  in  the  28th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VI. 

JOHN  FASTOLF,  Knight. 

London, 

"Wednesday, 

27th  of  May, 

1450,  28  H. 

VI. 


LETTER  XXX.— (XIII.  vol.  i.  p.  55.) 

This  letter  was  written  in  1465,  5  E.  IV. ;  but  it  relates  so  entirely  to  a  transaction  in  June  and  July,  1450, 
28  H.  VI.  that  I  have  thought  it  better  to  place  it  here,  according  to  the  date  of  the  event  it  records,  than 
according  to  the  dateof  the  time  when  it  was  written.  It  presents  to  us  a  certain  and  curious  account  of  tha 
commons  of  Kent,  when  assembled  at  Blackheath  under  Cade  in  1450,  and  was  written  by  J.  Payn  (then  a 
servant  to  Sir  John  Fastolf)  who  was  taken  by  them,  carried  about  with  them,  and  threatened  to  have  been 
beheaded,  &c.  It  truly  shows  to  us  the  violence  and  barbarity  of  a  body  of  men,  collected  chiefly  from  the 
meanest  of  the  people,  combined  together  for  the  pretended  purpose  of  reformation ;  but  really  for  the 
destruction  of  all  good  order  and  legal  government.  J .  Payn  had  been  formerly  a  servant  to  Sir  John  Fas- 
tolf of  some  consequence,  and  was  now  a  petitioner  for  some  relief,  on  account  of  his  losses  and  misfortunes, 
while  a  prisoner,  &c.,  with  the  rebels,  from  John  Paston,  one  of  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will. 

To  my  right  honourable  master^  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  honourable  and  my  right  entirely 
beloved  master,  I  recommend  me  unto  you 
with  all  manner  of  due  reverence  in  the 
most  lowly  wise,  as  me  ought  to  do,  evermore 
desiring  to  hear  of  your  worshipful  state, 
prosperity,  and  welfare ;  the  which  I  beseelc 
(beseech}  God,  of  his  abundant  grace,  increase 
and  maintain  to  his  most  pleasance  and  to 
your  heart's  desire. 

Pleaseth  it,  your  good  and  gracious  master- 
ship, tenderly  to  consider  the  great  losses  and 
hurts  that  your  poor  petitioner  hath,  and 
hath  had,  ever  since  the  commons  of  Kent 
came  to  the  Blackheath,  and  that  is  at  fifteen 
years  passed ;  whereas  my  master,  Sir  John 
Fastolf,  knight,  that  is  your  testator,  com- 
manded your  beseecher  to  take  a  man, 
and  two  of  the  best  horses  that  were  in  his 
stable,  with  him,  to  ride  to  the  commons  of 
Kent  to  get  the  articles  that  they  come  for ; 
and  so  I  did,  and  all  so  soon  as  I  came  to 
the  Blackheath,  the  captain1  made  the  com- 
mons to  take  me;  and  for  the  savation 
(saving)  of  my  master's  horses,  I  made  my 
fellow  to  ride  away  with  the  two  horses ;  and 

1  Jack  Cade ;  he  called  himself  John  Mortimer, 
of  the    house  of    March,   he  was  likewise  styled 
Captain  Mend-all. 

2  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Duke  of  Exeter, 


I  was  brought  forthwith  before  the  Captain  of 
Kent;  and  the  captain  demanded  (of)  me, 
what  was  my  cause  of  coming  thither,  and 
why  that  I  made  my  fellow  to  steal  away 
with  the  horses;  and  I  said  that  I  came 
thither  to  cheer  with  my  wife's  brethren,  and 
others  that  were  mine  allies,  and  gossips  of 
mine,  that  were  present  there ;  arid  then  was 
there  one  there  and  (who)  said  to  the  cap- 
tain that  I  was  one  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  s 
men,  and  the  two  horses  were  Sir  John  Fas- 
tolf s;  and  then  the  captain  let  cry  Treason 
upon  me  throughout  all  the  field,  and 
brought  me  at  four  parts  of  the  field,  with  a 
herald  of  the  Duke  of  Exeter  2  before  me,  in 
the  Duke's  coat-of-arms,  making  four  oyez 
at  four  parts  of  the  field ;  proclaiming  openly 
by  the  said  herald,  that  I  was  sent  thither 
for  to  espy  their  puissance  and  their  habili- 
ments of  war,  from  the  greatest  traitor  that 
was  in  England  or  in  France,  as  the  said 
captain  made  proclamation  at  that  time, 
from  one  Sir  John  Fastolf,  knight,  the  which 
minished  (diminished)  all  the  garrisons  of 
Normandy,  and  Manns,  and  Mayn,  the 

a  faithful  Lancastrian,  took  any  part  in  this  com 
motion,  but  it  is  probable  his  herald  might  be  force! 
into  the  service  of  the  rebels  [or  the  herald  might 
have  joined  the  rebels  of  his  own  accord]. 
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which  was  the  cause  of  the  losing  of  all  the 
king's  title  and  right  of  an  heritanc.e  that 
he  had  beyond  sea.  And  moreover,  he  said 
that  the  said  Sir  John  Fastolf  had  feoabhed 
his  place1  with  the  old  soldiers  of  Normandy, 
and  habiliments  of  war,  to  destroy  the  com- 
mons of  Kent  when  that  they  came  to 
Southwark,  and  therefore  lie  said  plainly 
that  I  should  lose  my  head;  and  so  forth- 
with I  was  taken,  and  led  to  the  captain's  tent, 
and  one  axe  and  one  block  was  brought  forth 
to  have  smitten  off  mine  head;  and  then  my 
master  Poynyngs*  your  brother,  vvitli  other  of 
my  friends  came,  and  letted  (prevented}  the 
captain,  and  said  plainly,  that  there  should 
die  an  hundred  or  two  that  in  case  be  that 
I  died ;  and  so  by  that  mean  my  life  was 
saved  at  that  time. 

And  then  I  was  sworn  to  the  captain,  and 
to  the  commons,  that  I  should  go  to  South- 
wark and  array  me  in  the  best  wise  that  I 
could,  and  come  again  to  them  to  help 
them;  and  so  I  got  the  articles,  and  brought 
them  to  my  master,  and  that  cost  me  more 
amongst  the  commons  that  day  than  27.v. 

Whereupon  I  came  to  my  master  Fastolf. 
and  brought  him  the  articles,  and  informed 
him  of  all  the  matter,  and  counselled  him  to 
put  away  all  his  habiliments  of  war,  and  the 
old  Midlers,  and  so  he  did,  and  went  him- 
self to  the  Tower,  and  all  his  meny  a  [hot/se- 
hiihl]  with  him  hut  Uetls  and  one  Matthew 
Uravn;  and  had  I  not  been,  the  commons 
would  have  hrenned  (l)itrnt}  his  place  and 
all  his  tenuries;  where  though  it  cost  me 
of  my  own  proper  goods  at  that  time  more 
than  six  marks  (4/.)  in  meat  and  drink,  and 
(yet)  notwithstanding  (lie  captain  that  same 
tim»  let  take  me  at  the  While  Hart  in 
Suiithwark,  and  then-  commanded  Lo\e!ace 
to  despoil  me  out  of  mine  array,  and  MI  he 
did;  and  there  lie  took  a  line  gown  of 
muster  dev filers'1  dined  with  fine  leavers. 


1  [This  mii-t  in.  .  Southwark, 
alluded  to  in  Letter  rxxxi.] 

2  Robert  I'oynyii^s   married  F.li/alieth,  the  -i-tei 
of  .1 .   PlUtOD,  and   \\as   s\v<>rd  hearer  ;uid  e.mer   to 

3  Fenn  translates— 1/tmili/.] 

ilily  Mini-  kind  ol  • 

f  mail.  con-sUting  of  many  jointed  and 
H-alr  like  jda! 


and   one   pair  of  brigandines  5  covered  with 
blue  velvet  and  gilt  nails,  with  leg-liar 
the   value  of  the  gown  and  the  brigandines 
8/. 

Item,  the  captain  <=ent  certain  of  his  meny 
to  my  chaml>er  in  your  rents.0  and  there 
(they}  broke  up  my  chest,  and  took  away 
one  obligation  of  mine  that  was  due  unto  me 
of  3<>/.  by  a  priest  of  Paul's,  and  one  other 
obligation  of  one  knight  of  10/.,  and  my 
purse  with  five  rings  of  gold,  and  17*.  G<Y. 
of  gold  and  silver;  and  one  harness  com- 
plete of  the  touch  of  Milan  :  and  one  gown 
of  fine  perse  bine,  furred  with  martens: 
two  gowns,  one  furred  with  bogey,  (fe//<///»\) 
and  one  other  lined  with  frie/e ;  and  there 
would  have  smitten  off  mine  head  win  n 
that  they  had  despoiled  me  at  (the)  \Vhite 
Hart;  and  there  my  master  Poynyngs  and 
my  friends  saved  me.  ami  so  I  was  put  up, 
till  at  night  that  the  battle  was  at  London 
Uridge;  and  then  at  night  the  captain  put 
me  out  into  the  battle  at  the  bridge,  and 
there  I  was  wounded,  and  hurt  near  hand  to 
death;  and  there  I  was  six  hours  in  the 
battle,  and  mi^ht  never  come  out  thereof; 
and  four  times  before  that  time  I  was  carried 
about  throughout  Kent  and  Sussex,  and 
there  they  would  have  smitten  off  my  head; 
and  in  Kent  there  as  (where}  my  wife 
dwelled,  they  took  away  all  our  g 
moveable  that,  we  had ;  and  there  would 
have  hanged  my  wife  and  live  of  my 
children,  and  left  her  no  li  but 

her  kirtle  and  her  smock  ;  and  anon  after  that 
hurling!  rnminot i  iji  of  Hoc:  . 

impeached    me   to    the    cjuerii.    at 

•'•d  by  the  queen's  commandment  intothe 
Mar-halsea.    and    there    was    in    ; 
duress,    and     fear    of    mine    life,     ami 
threatened  to  have  been   hangi-d,  drawn,  and 
quartered  :   and  so  (//i>\//    would  have  in  i' 
have  impeach  my  master  F,.  .ison,8 


8  nients  b  a  hoiue  or  building.    Ti, 

yet  iii  Guidon,  in  Fulw<>o<:  :  dray's  Inn, 

ami  a  few  other  inst:r 

7   John  Lowe,  a  learned  divine. 

s  Why  this  attempt  wa«  made  upon  him  to 
accuse  his  master.  Sir  John  Fastolf.  of  treason  I  can- 
not CMiieeive,  lllile-s  it  was,  liit-ail-e  Sir  John  ! 

li'iiise.  .vc.  in  Southwark.  and   r> 
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and  because  that  I  would  not,  they  had  me 
up  to  Westminster,  and  there  would  have 
sent  me  to  the  gaol -house  at  Windsor,  but 
my  wife's  and  one  cousin  of  mine  own,  that 
were  yeomen  of  the  crown,  they  went  to  the 


king,   and    got   grace   and     one    charter   of 
pardon.  Per  le  votre, 

J.  PAYN. 

June  and  July,  1450.    28  TI.  VI., 
but  written  "1465.     5  E.  IV. 


LETTER  XXXI.— (XX.  vol.  iii.  p.  87.) 

After  J.  Paston  had  received  this  letter,  it  seems  as  if  he  had  sent  it  to  my  Lord  Oxford,  for  on  the  back  of 
it,  in  J.  Paston' s  hand-writing,  is  tlie  following  direction.  "To  the  rith  worspfull  and  my  rith  speciall 
Lord  my  Lord  ofOxenford."  The  estates  in  dispute  between  J.  Paston  and  my  Lord  Molyns  were  at 
Gresham  in  Norfolk,  where  Sir  William  Paston,  the  judge,  had  purchased  the  moiety  of  a  manor,  &c.  of 
Thomas  Chaucer,  Esq.  The  other  moiety  now  in  dispute  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  ancestors  of 
Ellenor  (now  the  wife  of  Robert  Hungerford,  Lord  Molyns),  who  was  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William 
Molyns,  Lord  Molyns,  who  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  "Orleans  in  1428,  and  had  likewise  come  into  Sir 
Wilfiam's  possession.  The  disputes  were  carried  on  for  several  years,  and  how  at  last  finally  settled  I 
know  not. 

To  my  right  especial  master,  John  Paston,  in  haste. 

folk,  and  leave  the  necessary  service  that  he 
did  to  the  king  now  in  Wiltshire,  he  would  be 
but  well  pleased  that  you  had  your  assize,  for 
he  knew  his  title  and  his  evidence  so  good 
for  his  part,  that  he  durst  well  put  it  in  my 
Lord  Chancellor  and  in  what  judge  he  would 
call  to  him ;  and  where  ( as)  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor desired  him  to  avoid  his  men,  from 
Gresham,  he  trusted  that  my  lord  would  not 
desire  that,  because  he  had  his  possession,  and 
that  it  was  his  wife's  right,  and  so  him  thought 
it  against  reason  that  he  should  avoid  utterly 
his  possession. 

This  same  Monday  goeth  my  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  my  Lord  of  Buckingham  into  Kent, 
to  sit  upon  an  oyer  and  determiner5  at  Rochester, 
and  White  told  me  that  there  is  written  a 
general  oyer  arid  determiner  to  be  in  Norfolk ; 
and  that  therefore,  and  for  the  Lord  Molyns 
writing,  him  seemeth  it  is  not  to  your  avail 
to  sue  for  an  especial  assise  nor  for  an  oyer  and 
determiner. 

When  I  came  hitherward,  I  met  with  my 


RIGHT  worthy  worshipful  Sir,  and  mine  espe- 
cial master,  I  recommend  me  to  you,  and 
pray  you  weet  that  I  was  yesterday  at  my 
Lord  Chancellor's1  house,  and  there  I  spake 
with  White,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  the 
letter  that  ye  sued  for  from  .  .  .  .,  directed  to 
the  Lord  Molyns  of  that  substance  that  ye  had 
sued  to  him  for  an  especial  assise  2  and  an  oyer 
and  determiner,3  and  that  he  should  command 
his  men  being  at  Gresham  to  depart  thence, 
and  that  the  profits  thereof  should  be  received 
by  an  indifferent  person,  safely  to  be  kept  till 
the  right  were  determined  between  you  and 
my  Lord  Molyns,  &c.,  which  letter  White 
sent  forth  by  a  man  of  my  Lord  Chancellor  to 
the  Lord  Molyns.  Arid  he  sent  his  answer  in 
writing  of  this  substance,  that  it  should  not 
like  my  Lord  Chancellor  to  grant  assise,  &c., 
forasmuch  as  the  Lord  Molyns  had  sore  be- 
laboured in  his  country  to  pease  (appease)  and 
still  the  people4  there  to  restrain  them  from 
rising,  and  so  he  was  daily  laboured  there 
about  in  the  king's  service,  and  that  considered, 
he  trusted  verily  that  there  should  none  assise 
be  granted  to  your  intent ;  and  he  said  further 
in  his  answer,  if  he  might  attend  to  be  in  Nor- 

1  William  de  Wainfleet,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  he 
was  soon  after  succeeded  by  John  Kemp,  Archbishop 
of  \'ork. 

*  A  writ  directed  to  the  sheriff  for  recovery  of 
possession  of  things  immoveable,  whereof  yourself 
or  ancestors  have  been  disseised. 

3  Is  a  commission  especially  granted  to  certain 
persons  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of  causes, 


, 

Lord  of  Norfolk,  between  Barkway  arid  Baber- 
ham  homeward,  and  whether  he  shall  come 
again  hither  or  riot  I  wot  not,  but  I  trow  ra- 

and  was  formerly  only  in  use  upon  some  sudden  out- 
rage or  insurrection  in  any  place. 

4  These  disturbances  amongst  the  people  were  the 
remains  of  Cade's  rebellion,  which  had  been  lately 
suppressed. 

3  These  commissions  of  oyer  and  determiner  were 
to  try  those  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  re- 
bellion under  Cade. 
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thcr  yes  than  nay,  for  it  is  said  that  all  the 
lords  be  sent  for  to  be  here  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next  coming  for  a  council. 

The  Chief  Justice1  is  not  here,  nor  none 
other  justice,  except  Danvers,2  (who)  is  now 
made  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  is 
forth  into  Kent  with  the  lords,  &c. 

All  this  tofore  was  written  on  the  Monday 
next  after  our  Lady-day  (llth  of  August), 
and  this  same  Wednesday  was  it  told  that. 
Cherburg  is  gone,  and  we  have  not  now  a 
foot  of  land  in  Normandy,  and  men  are  afraid 
that  Calais  will  be  besieged  hastily,  &c.  Pynch- 
amore  shall  tell  you  by  mouth  more  than  I 
have  leisure  to  write  now  to  you.  I  wrote  to 


mine  em.3  that  there  were  nine  or  ten  thou- 
sand men  up  in  Wiltshire,  and  I  had  it  of  the 
report  of  Whittock's  mede  (?maid)  but  I  trow 
it  is  not  so,  for  here  is  now  little  speech  there- 
of, nevertheless  if  I  hear  more  I  shall  send  you 
word  hereafter  by  some  loaders  (carriers 
come  to  Saint  Bartholomew'!  fair. 

Written  in  haste  at  London,  the  Wednesday 
next  after  our  Lady-day,  &c.  (the  Assumption, 
1 5th  August.) 

Your  own  simple  Sen-ant, 

JAMES  GRJ 
London. 

Wednesday,  1'Jth  of  August,  1450, 
28  II.  VI. 


LETTER    XXXII.— (XXI.  vol.  iii.  p.  93.) 

I  have  given  this  letter,  as  it  informs  us  of  the  price  and  value  of  land  at  this  period.     Fourteen  > 

seems  high,  since  it  does  not  appear  that  Sir  John  bought  it  for  its  convenience,  as  he  mention*  gelling  it 
again.     By  calling  it    "  Ileigham's   1 'lace,"  I   suppose   there  was   a  house    as    well    as    land.     I 
twenty    years    after  this  time,  the  reward  offered  for  apprehending  the  Duke  of  Clarence-  ww 
in  money,  or  100/.  a-year  in   land.    This  seems  to  fix  land  at  that  period  at  only  ten    \v-ir*'  }>••• 
perhaps  "the  preceding   civil  wars  had  caused  this  abatement  in  its  value.     [Thi's  Sir  .Toll :. 
to  have  been  a  thoroughly   worldly,  money -gettinir   man,  and  his  letters  must  s.-t  at  rest  tin-  statement 
that  Shakspere  had  him  in  his  mind  in  his  character  of  Sir  John  Falstaff.    There  is,  indeed,  not  one  feature 
of  resemblance.] 

To  my  right  trust  if   frieml  Sir  Thomas   Howys,  parson  of  Castlecombe,  being  at    Cuister,   and 
William  Barker,  in  haste,  at  Caister  Inn,  by  Yarmouth. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  greet 
you  well,  and  as  for  Heigham's  Place  to  be 
sold,  as  ye  advise  me  to  buy  it  at  the  sum  of 
i in  hundred  marks  (fifi/.  13*.  4</.)  or  within, 
and  reserving  in  the  said  payment  mine  own 
duty,  and  pay  the  remanent  iu  wool  to  the  said 
Heigham's  creditors,  as  your  letter  maketh 
:n«-ntinn:  I  have  understood  that  William 
Jenney  shall  be  here  this  week,  and  I  shall 
\« •••!.•  (feel)  him  how  near  it  may  be  sold  ;  for 
1 1'  the  widow  will  sell  it  after  fourteen  year  or 
year,  that  it  may  be  Ictt,  send  me  ut- 


terly word,  for  I  will  not  melle  'inftMIf)  of  it 
else  thus  advised  ;  and  send  ye  me  word  how 
much  more  in  value  in  a  stone  shall  I  sell  my 
wool,  and  how  another  chapman  will  gi\ 
for  the  place  when  I  have  bouj't  it ;  bir 
[the  rate  of?]  fourteen  y«-;ir   1  would  buy  the 
place. 

Written  at  London,  the   loth   day  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  29th  year  of  Kin^  Henry  VI. 

JOHN  FASTOLF. 
London. 
Thursday,  15th  of  October,  1450,  20  II.  VI. 


LETTER    XXXIII.— (XXII.  vol.  iii.  IK  <V>.) 


JTms  letter  is  from  James  (in-sham  in  London, 
:iat  Norwich,  dated  about  October, 

iniHody  wasat  thU  i'nn-  Chief  Justice,  of  the 

!>.-.•  mi.'  a  juil,v  of  the  Common 
Ple;u  14th  of  A 


1 150,  and  contains  merely  'i.-t.iihof ' 

;.  in  wliic-h  .1.  IV 


3  Quere  this  aM  n 

bnbly  erne,  uncle.-  >  •  a  like 

doubtful  sense  at  page  4.] 
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LETTER    XXXIV.— (XXIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  101.) 

James  Gresham  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  and 
great-grandfather  to    Sir   Thomas  Gresham, 


[THIS  letter  is  from  .T.  Damme  and  J.  Gresham, 
to  J.  Paston,  and  like  the  last,  contains  merely 


legal    details  of  no   general   interest.     This 


founder  of  the  Royal  Exchange.] 


LETTER    XXXV.— (XXIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  103.) 

I  have  presented  this  letter  to  the  reader,  to  show  him  that  the  forging  of  deeds,  grants,  Sec.',  was  a  com- 
mon offence  many  centuries  ago  ;  here  it  mentions  an  acquittance  as  being  forged,  and  likewise  an 
office  forgery,  which  would  affect  Sir  John's  manor  of  Bradwell.  At  the  time  here  mentioned,  forgery 
was  an  offence  at  common  law  only,  and  the  punishment  was  usually  line  and  imprisonment.  (Sir  John 
seems  to  have  been  an  active  litigator,  and  his  accusation  against  the  "parsonof  Stratford"  is  an  interesting 
little  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  times.  It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  the  damage  of  which 
Sir  John  complains  was  either  wantonly  or  feloniously  done ;  it  was  evidently  upon  some  disputed  claim 
of  rights.] 

To  my  right  trusty  friend  and  servant,  Sir  Thomas  (Howys),  parson  of  Castlecombe,  and  John 
Booking,  at  Prince's  Inn,  in  Norwich  or  at  Beccles. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved  servant,  I 
greet  you  well ;  and  forasmuch  as  I  under- 
stand that  on  Monday  next  the  oyer  and 
terminer  shall  be  hoi  den  at  Beccles,  and  ye 
advise  to  send  you  a  certificate  for  cause  of 
the  forged  quittance  by  Sir  John  Sypton, 
which  writing  I  send  you  by  the  bearer  hereof, 
praying  you  that  ye  solicit  to  my  counsel  that 
the  said  Sir  John  Sypton  be  indicted  there- 
upon, and  that  ye  forget  not  Ulveston,  An- 
drews, and  the  others,  that  forged  a  false  office 
to  cast  my  manor  of  Bradwell  into  the  king's 
hand. 

Item,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Sypton's  plea 
and  quittance  forged,  to  ground  your  bill 
by  it. 


No  more  for  haste,  but  God  keep  you  : 
written  at  London,  the  4th  day  of  December, 
in  the  29th  year  of  King  Henry  VI. 

Item,  Sir  John  Buck,  parson  of  Stratford, 
fished  my  stanks  at  Dedham,  and  helped  to 
break  my  dam,  destroyed  my  new  mill,  and 
was  against  me  always  at  Dedham,  to  the 
damage  of  20/.  which  may  be  indicted  also. 

Item,  he  and  John  Cole  hath  by  force  this 
year,  and  other  years,  taken  out,  of  my  waters 
at  Dedham,  to  the  number  of  twenty-four 
swans  and  cygnets,  and  I  pray  you  this  be 
not  forgotten. 

JOHN  FASTOLF. 
London, 

Friday,  4th  of  December,  1450,  29  H.  VI. 


LETTER  XXXVI.— (XXV.  vol  iii.  p.  107.) 

This  letter  was  written  by  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  to  the  high  sheriff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  been  informed  that  he  intended  to  quash  certain  bills  against  particular  persons,  and 
not  suffer  them  to  appear  at  the  next  sessions,  &c.  This  sentence  in  the  original  letter  is  ambiguous  from 
an  omission  of  a  word  or  two,  but  I  think  the  above  is  the  true  meaning  of  it.  [By  the  omission  of  the 
word  to,  which  wo  have  included  in  brackets,  we  think  the  sense  is  clear.]  These  commissions  were  sent 
out  in  November  1450,  soon  after  the  suppression  of  Cade's  rebellion,  to  try  those  who  were  imprisoned  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  the  part  they  had  then  taken.  Tbe  Earl  seems  to  express  himself  as  friendly 
to  the  people,  and  wishes  to  be  a  mean  of  redressing  their  grievances.  He  married  Elizabeth,  sole  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  John  Howard,  knight,  by  which  marriage  he  became  possessed  of  the  manor  of  East  Winch, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  He  was  beheaded  when  about  55  years  of  age,  in  1461. 


To  my  right  trusty  and  entirely  well-beloved  John  Jermyn, l  Sheriff*  of  Norfolk. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  entirely  well  beloved,  I  greet 
you  well,  and  where  (as)  late  by  the  king's 
commandment  in  the  time  of  his  parliament 

1  John  Jermyn,  the  high  sheriff,  was  ancestor  to 
Sir  Thomas  Jermyn  of  llushbrooke,  ia  Suffolk,  who 


holden  now  last  at  Westminster,  I  was  in  person 
at  Norwich,  holding  sessions  of  oyer  (and) 
determiner  with  Yelverton,  one  of  the  king's 


was  created  a  peer  by  Charles  I.  iu  1643;  but  this 
family  became  extinct  in  1708. 
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judges,  by  great  space  and  great  attendance, 
•which  for  to  have  done -with  such  diligence 
in  the  parliament  lime  1  would  have  been 
right  loath,  but  for  the  public  weal  of  all  the 
shire. 

Jt  is  not  also  out  of  your  remembrance  what 
indisposition  the  commons  of  both  counties 
in  the  end  of  summer  last  passed  were  of,  ami 
how  the  king,  by  the  whole  advice  of  all  the 
great  council  ofE&gland,  to  cease  their  rumour 
sent  hither  his  said  commission,  and  how  I 
have  done  my  part  therein  I  report  me  to  all 
the  world ;  I  hear  a  grudging,  nevertheless,  that 
through  favour  in  your  office,  [to]  the  people 
that  hath  complained  by  many  and  great  hor- 
rible bills  against  certain  ]>ersons,  should  not 
be  showed  at  this  next  sessions  at  Lynn.1  nor 
farther  in  the  said  commission  ;  which  if  it  so 
were,  us  God  defend  (forbid),  might  cause  a 
latter  error  worse  than  the  first. 

I  pray  you  therefore  that  ye  would  write  to 
me  your  disposition  how  ye  purpose  to  be  de- 
meaned, and  how  I  shall  take  you  for  the  exe- 


cution of  the  king's  commission  and  the  pub- 
lic weal  of  all  the  shin-;  and  after  that  that  ye 
write  to  me,  so  will  I  take  you.  letting  you 
weet  that  I  were  loath  to  labour  farther  bur  if 
(unfes.s)  I  wist  that  the  commons  should  be 
eased,  as  God's  law  would,  and  if  any  errors 
grow,  the  default  shall  not  be  found  in  me. 

I  pray  you  moreover  to  give  credeix 
bearer    hereof,    iind    the    Trinity    keep    you. 
Written  at  Winch,  the  2nd  day  nf  January, 

The  KAKI.  of  OXFORD. 
Winch, 

Saturday,  2nd  of  January,  1450. 
"29  II.  VI. 


NUMBER    XXXVII.  (XXVI.  Vol.  iii.  p.  109.) 

That  the  reader  may  the  better  understand  the  matters  here  referred  to,  it  will  be  necessary  just  to  mention 
the  leading  transactions   which  occasioned  this  accusation.     The  parliament  met  at  \Vestmiusterin  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1450,  when  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  returning  from  France,  was  so  publicly  censured 
for  the  loss  of   Normandy,  that  the  Commons  petitioned  the  king  to  send  him  to  the  Tower;   it  might  be 
therefore   at  this   time  that    the    Duke   of   Norfolk    made  this   speech  in   the  House  of  Lords  ;  the  Duke 
of  Somerset,  however,  was  released  as  soon  as  the  parliament  broke  up.  But  as  (Juicnne  (_whieh  »: 
part  of  the  charge  agninsi  him   here)  was  not  completely  lost  before  the  year  1453,  when  this  Duke  was 
again  committed  to  the  Tower,  and   an  accusation  brought  against  him  by  the  Commons   In-fore    the 
Lords,  it  is.  I  think,  most  probable  that  it  was  then  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  stepped  forward  - 
accuser.     The  exact  time,  however,  is  immaterial,  as  the  force  and  energy  of  the  speech  remain  t: 
whenever   it  was   spoken,    and   that  it  was  spoken  is  evident,  from  that   sentence   in   which   1: 
"\Vherefor  for  to  abbregge   my  langage,  &c.       Though  concise,  it  is  nervous,  full  to  the  purpo- 
artfully   addressed  to  the    passions  l>oth   of  the  noble  Lords  and  the  people   in  general,  and    in  form 
and  method  would  not  disgrace  a  modern  orator.     Edmund  Beaufort,  Duke  of  Somerset,  after  the   death 
of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  became  the  queen's  favourite  and  prime  minister,  ami  v  as  both  a  valiant  soldier 
and  an  able  statesman:  he  fell   in  the    first  battle  of  St.  Albau's,   wherein-  commanded  the  royal  army, 
in  May  1455.     John   Mowbrny,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  succeeded  his  father  in  1435,  and  died  in 
dukes'were  both    of  them    great -raii<Uou>    to   John  of    (Jaunt,    Duke  of  Lancaster.     The    lir--t    by    his 
father,    the   second  by  his  mother.     On  the  top  of  the  paper  on  which  this  speech   is  written   is  t! 
'•op,  meaning   "  copy,"  which  shows   that  this  was  copied  from  the  original    paper  for  the  Duk 
i-  the  paper  and    hand-writing  are    both  of  the  time  of  Henry  VI.     And  at  the  b->tr 
i   si-ue    M.    Norff."     [It   is   certaiuh   a  most  iutere-ting  specimen  of  our  early  and  genuine  parlia- 
mentary   oratory,  although    in    one  particular    instance    the     language  is    more   plain    spoken    than    is 
now  allowed.] 

•••••It  ut'.lnlni  JltiU'bniy,  Ihiki-  ../'  'Sm-fnlk,  n(]iii>ist  FAinitnd  Hern/fur/,  Di/ttf  (>/' 

the  Hot/ge  of  Lords. 

"Mv    I.c-rds.   ye   know   well    enough   the   great       this  time    I   have  done,   to  the  intent  that  the 
labours,     and    diligences,    that    before        o\  er  great  dishonours  and  losses  that  be  come 

to    this  full    noble  realm  of  Kngland,  bv  the 

;;£•      U*  »,„„„  of  «»«  penon,  .1,,,,  l,,v, 
cf  the  peace,  for  iu-i  on  them   over  great  authority  in  tins  realm, 
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should   be   known.      And   that   the   persons 
living  that  have  done  them  should  be  cor- 
rected after  the  merits  of  their  deserts.     And 
to  that  intent  I   have  denounced,  and  deli- 
vered   to    you    in   writing,    certain    articles 
against  the"  Duke  of  Somerset,  which  is  one 
of  them  that  is  guilty  thereof:  whereto  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  hath  answered;  and  to  that 
that  he  hath  answered,  I  have  replied  in  such 
wise  that  I  trow  to  be  sure  enough  that  there 
shall  be  no  vailable  thing  be  said  to  the  con- 
trary of  my  said  replication ;  and  as  much 
as  he  would  say  shall  be  but  falseness  and 
leasings,  as  by  the  probations  [proofs]  that   | 
shall  be  made  thereupon  shall  mow  l  [be  able   I 
to]    appear;   howbeit  that  to   all  people   of  j 
good  intendment,  knowing  how  justice  ought 
to  be  ministered,  it  is  full  apparent  that  the   j 
denunciations    against   him    made   be  sum-    j 
ciently  proved  by  deeds  that  have  followed 
thereof ;  whereupon  I  have  required  to  have 
overture  of  justice  by  you,  which  ye  have 
not  yet  done  to  me,  whereof  I  am  so  heavy 
that  I  may  no  longer  bear  it,  specially  since 
the  matter  by  me  pursued  is  so  worshipful  for 
all  the  realm,  and  for  you,  arid  so  agreeable 
to  God,  and'  to  all  the  subjects  of  this  realm, 
that  it  may  be  no  greater ;  and  it  is  such  that 
for  any  favour  of  lineage,  nor  for  any  other 
caxise  there  should  be  no  dissimulation,  for 
doubt  lest  that  other  in  time  coming  take  ex- 
ample thereof;  and  lest  that  the  full  noble 
virtue  of  justice,  that  of  God  is  so  greatly 
recommended,  be  extinct  or  quenched  by  the 
false   opinions   of  some,   that   for   the  great 
bribes  that  the  said  Duke  of  Somerset  hath 
promised  and  given  them,  have  turned  their 
hearts  from  the  way  of  truth  and  of  justice; 
some,    saying   that  the   cases   by  him  com- 
mitted be  but  cases  of  trespass,   and  others, 
taking  a  colour  to  make  an  universal  peace  ; 
whereof  every  man  that  is  true  to  the  said 
crown  hath2  greatly  to  marvel  that  any  man 
would  say  that    the  loss   of  two   so   noble 
duchies  as  Normandy  and  Guyenne,  that  be 
well  worth  a  great  realm,  coming  by  suc- 
cessions of  fathers  and  mothers   to  the  said 
crown,  is  but  trespass ;  whereas  it  hath  been 


1  [See  other  instances  of  the  use  of  this  word,  in 
the  Introduction.  Fcnn  here  explains  it,  as  more- 
over or  soon.  It  is  indeed  our  present  word  may, 


seen  in  many  realms  and  lordships,  that,  for 
the  loss  of  towns  or  castles  without  siege,  the 
captains  that  have  lost  them  have  been  dead 
and  beheaded,  and  their  goods  lost:  as  in 
France  one  that  lost  Cherburgh ;  and  also  a 
knight  that  fled  for  dread  of  battle  should  be 
beheaded;  so  that  all  these  things  may  be 
found  in  the  laws  written,  and  also  in  the 
book  cleped  (called)  "  Larbre  de  Bataille ;" 
wherefore,  for  to  abridge  my  language,  I  re- 
quire you  that  forasmuch  as  the  more  part 
of  the  deeds  committed  by  the  said  Duke  of 
Somerset  (have)  been  committed  in  the  realm 
of  France,  that,  by  the  laws  of  France,  pro- 
cess be  made  thereupon  ;  and  that  all  things 
that  I  have  delivered  and  shall  deliver,  be 
seen  and  understood  by  people  having  know- 
ledge thereof,  and  that  the  deeds  committed 
by  him  in  this  realm  be  in  like  wise  seen  and 
understood  by  people  learned  in  the  laws  of 
this  land  ;  arid  for  proof  thereof  to  grant  com- 
missions to  inquire  thereof,  as  by  reason  and 
of  custom  it  ought  to  be  done,  calling  God 
and  you  all,  my  lords,  to  witness  of  the  de- 
voirs by  me  done  in  this  said  matter;  and 
requiring  you  that  this  my  bill,  and  all  other 
my  devoirs  may  be  enacted  before  you,  and 
that  I  may  have  it  exemplified  under  the 
king's  great  seal  for  my  discharge  and  ac- 
quittal of  my  truth,  making  protestation  that 
in  case  that  ye  make  not  to  me  overture  of 
justice  upon  the  said  case,  I  shall  for  my  dis- 
charge do  my  pain  that,  my  said  devoirs  and 
the  said  lack  of  justice  shall  be  known  through 
all  this  realm.  AinsiSigne, 

JOHN  MOWBRAY,  Norfolk. 


1450,  or  1453.    29  or  32  H.  VI. 


hich,  as  well  as  can,  was  frequently  used  in  the 
se  of  being  able  to,  having  the  poiver  to.] 
[Fenn's  translation— ought.'] 
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LETTER    XXX VIII.— (XXVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  1 17.) 

This  very  curious  letter  gives  us  a  true  picture  of  the  proceedings  in  our  courts  of  justice  at  this  time.  V>'-> 
find  those  in  the  highest  departments  of  the  law  openly  partial ;  and  that  the  suitors  in  the  court  came 
attended  by  large  parties  of  friends  iu  military  array  to  drive  away  their  opponents ;  from  this  the  wisdom 
of  our  present  regulation  is  apparent,  when  all  soldiers  are  ordered  to  quit  the  town  in  wh: 
holden  during  the  time  of  their  continuance,  lest  it  should  be  supposed  they  might  befriend  one  and 
intimidate  the  other  party  in  any  legal  process:  this  proceeding  is  now  always  enforced,  unless  when  any 
daring  offender  against  the  laws  is  to  be  tried,  and  there  are  any  apprehensions  of  an  intended  rescue.  To 
the  honour  of  our  country  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  our  judges  for  ages  past  have  been,  not  only  thought, 
but  always  found,  superior  to  either  bribery,  corruption,  or  partiality;  and  to  the  immortal  honour  of  our 
present  sovereign  King  George  III.,  it  ought  to  be  ever  remembered,  that  he,  in  the  l>eginning  of  his 
reign,  appointed  his  judges  for  life,  who,  before,  held  their  high  office  onlv  during  the  royal  pleasure .  It 

does  not  appear  what  the  business  was  which  caused  these  complaints  against  the  proc lin.  - 

it  appear  to  us  so  clearly  as  to  Sir  John  Fenn  that  this  letter  contains  any  prtiujs  of  the  partiality  of  tin; 

judges,  or  of  the  overawing  of  the  court :  in  fact,  the  last  was  unnecessary  if  the  opposite  party  were 

of  the  other.     It  is  the  common  complaint  in  all  times  of  a  defeated  suitor,  and  from  what  we  hi 

of  Sir  J.  Fastolf,  and  even  of  Master  Paston,  we  should  not  hastily  conclude  that  their  cases  were  always 

just  and  right.     The  present  was  an  age  of  forms,  particularly  in  legal  matters,  and  no  doubt  these  forms 

were  often  taken  advantage  of  to  defeat  right,  and  thus  produce  <>i>prcs>i<>n.     But  these  were  a 

inherent  to  the  system,  and  are  by  no  means  to  be  taken  as  wilful  and  partial  on  the  part  of  the  jmi. 

To  my  reverend  and  worshipful  master,  Sir  John  Fastolf,  knight,  be  this  letter 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  master,  I  re- 
commend me  lowly  unto  you;  please  you  to 
weet  the  Sunday,  next  after  the  feast  of  the 
'Invention  of  the  Cross,  the  9th  day  of  May, 
.at  Caister,  I  received  a  letter  from  you  by 
your  clerk,  W.  Barker,  the  tenour  whereof  I 
shall  do  speed  in  all  haste  goodly  ;  but  for 
the  more  special  cause  of  my  writing  at  this 
time  is  to  give  you  relation  of  the  untrue  de- 
meaning this  over  (ami)  determiner,  by  the 
partiality  of  tin-  judges  of  it,  for  when  the 
counsel  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  of  the  town 
of  Suall'ham,  yours,  my  master  Inglos,  Pas- 
ti.ii-:.  ;ind  niiiiiy  others  plaint  ill's,  hud  put  in 
.and  declared  both  by  writing  and  by  Avord 
before  the  judges  the  lawful  exceptions  in 
many  wise,  the  judges  by  their  wilfulness 
might  not  find  in  their  heart  to  give  not  as 
much  as  a  beck  nor  a  twinkling  of  their  eye 
toward,  but  took  it  to  derision — God  refonu 
such  partiality  ;  and  because  Prisot-  Miought 
that  if  the  sessions  of  the  over  and  determiner 
had  been  holden  at  Norwich  as  they  In-gun, 
he  supposed  it  should  not  so  fast  pass  to  the 
intent  of  Todenham,  and  Hi-ydcm,  and  their 
fellows,  as  it  should  do  else  in  other  place, 

1  The  r;rd  of  May. 

•'  In    HU  John  Ptivot   [Prisot  uniformly  in  the 
oru'mil.  «  i-   mail*-   a   Serjeant    at    law,  and  ill  1449 

tppointed  Chief  Justic   bf  the  Common  : 

which  po.-t  lie  held  till  14*,-',  when  he  wa-,  s.icceeded 
by  Hob.-rt  I'anliy. 

William  Yelverton.of  llougham,  in  Norfolk, 


but  enjoined  (adjourned)  to  Walsingham, 
where  they  have  greatest  rule,  there  to  be 
holden  on  Tuesday,  1th  day  of  May. 

This    knowing,     my    Master     Yrlvrrton,3 
Jenney,  and  others  might  well  conceive  how 
the  governance  of  the  oyer  and  determiner 
should  proceed,  for  it  was  the  most  pirtial 
place  of  all  the  shire,  and  thither  were  cleped 
.  (called}  all  the  friends,  knights,  and  esquires, 
and  other  gentlemen  that  would   in  no 
do  otherwise  than  they  would,  and  th<- 
Todenham,  Hcydon,  and  other  oppressors  of 
their  set,  came  down  thither,  us  I  understand, 
with  400  horse  and  more,  and   considering 
how  their  well-willt-rs  were  there  oss.-mb'. 
their  instance,  it  h.id  been  right  ji-op.r 
and  fearful   for  any  of  the  plaintiffs  to  have 
been   present,   lor  there  was  not  one   of  the 
plaint  ill's  nor  complainants  there,   but    your 
right    faithful    and    trusty    well-wilier   John 
Paston.       And    my    Master    Yelvrrtnn 
full  discreetly,  and  controlled  the  said  I 
when   he   suid,  sitting    in    the    Guildhall    of 
Norwich,  these  words  to  the   mayor  and  the 
commonalty  : — 

i    Mayor  and   your  brethren,  as  to 

became  a  serjeant  at  law  in  1440,  u.-i*  made  ., 

of  the  King's  I'.euch  ill  1-1  i 

Hath  in  1  If.u,  and   was  alhc   in  U»,7.     He  i,: 

first  Jane,    daughter    of    Oli\er   le    <Jr.>,,    INq.,    of 

Moley,  in  Norfdk:   secondly,  Kla,  <1  milter 

Holx-rt  llreu  .  ham,  in   Suflulk,  b;. 

of  whom  he  lel\  issue. 
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the  process  of  your  complaints  we  will  put 
them  in  continuance,  but  in  all  other  we  will 
proceed,"  which  words  Yelvertori  thought 
right  partial ;  and  beside  this,  the  said  Prisot 
would  sutler  no  man  that  was  learned  to 
speak  for  the  plaintiffs,  but  took  it  as  a  venom, 
and  took  them  by  the  nose  at  every  third 
word,  which  might  well  be  known  for  open 
partiality. 

And  as  for  the  Lord  Scales,1  ye  know  well 
what  he  is  towards  you,  and  namely  for 
Hickling  matter.  Also  to  know  some  of 
your  feint  friends,  at  the  time  that  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk  sat  at  Norwich  upon  the  oyer  and 
determiner,  Sir  John  Heveningham  might  not 
find  it  in  his  heart  to  go  four  furlongs  from 
his  dwelling-place  to  the  shire-house,  but 
now  he  could  ride  from  Norwich  to  Walsing- 
ham to  sit  as  one  of  the  commissioners;  as  to 
the  rule  of  others,  that  ye  would  have  supposed 
your  well-willers,  how  they  have  behaved  at 
Walsingham  I  shall  send  you  word  in  all 
haste  when  Berney  come  home  to  Caister, 
for  he  is  not  yet  come  from  Walsingham,  but 
this  I  know  well,  that  they  found  none  obsta- 
cle nor  impediment  in  their  conscience  in  all 
your  matter,  but  how  they  have  done  with 
Norwich,  Swaffham,  and  Paston,  I  am  riot 
yet  clearly  informed,  I  suppose  they  are  put 
in  respite ;  I  hear  say  Heydon  sueth  for  an 
end  to  be  had  with  the  city  of  Norwich ;  and 
as  to  the  names  of  them  that  passed  on  their 
acquittal  against  you,  Broyri2  can  well  inform 
you,  I  understand  that.  Sir  Robert  Conyers, 
Calthorp,3  (and}  Mundford4  were  captains, 
and  Master  Richard  Doget  also. 


Item,  as  for  the  two  "venire  facias,"  ye 
sent  to  be  returned  for  your  manors  of  Brad- 
well  and  Beyton,  I  have  done  them  to  be 
returned  of  such  names  as  I  have  sent  word 
before,  saving  some  be  taken  and  excepted 
out.  Moreover,  as  for  the  matter  of  Sir  John 
Sybtori ;  Geney  and  Rawlins  give  full  coun- 
sel that  it  should  abide  till  the  matter  of 
Bradwell  might  proceed,  so  that,  both  matters 
might  take  upon  a  day,  for  they  say  it  will 
draw  twenty  marks  (13/.  6*.  8</.)  to  labour 
the  jury  to  London,  and  yet  it  were  hard  to 
bring  about ;  and  they  give  you  counsel  in 
all  wise  that  ye  labour  to  have  Yelvertou 
judge  at  that  time,  and  in  all  wise,  both  in 
that  matter  and  in  all  others,  that  ye  beware 
that  Prisot  have  not  to  have  do  in  anywise, 
for  then  all  will  be  nought.  Of  all  other 
matters  I  shall  send  you  word  in  all  haste 
goodly,  for  at  this  time  I  had  no  leisure 
because  of  the  hasty  coming  up  of  Hugh 
Fenn,  whom  I  beseech  you  to  feel  of  the 
demeaning  of  the  oyer  and  determiner,  for  he 
can  tell  you  much  and  (if}  he  will,  whether 
he  will  or  nay  I  cannot  say ;  for  I  know  well 
he  was  at  Walsingham.  And  I  beseech 
Almighty  Jesu  have  you  in  his  merciful 
governance. 

Written  at  Caister  the  Sunday  9th  day  of 
May,  in  the  29th  year  of  King  Henry  VI. 

Caister,  Sunday  9  May,  1451,  29  H.  VI. 

On  tfie  back  of  the  letter  is  written, 

I  pray  you  be  not  displeased  though  I  have 
not  subscribed  my  name  within  forth,  for  it 
is  of  negligence^  saith  Howys,  parson  of  Castle- 
comb. 


LETTER  XXXIX.— (XXVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  125.) 

The  former  part  of  this  letter  is  of  little  consequence  ;  we  learn  from  it,  indeed,  that  misrepresentations  sub- 
versive of  good  neighbourhood  proceeded  then  as  now  from  servants  and  others.  In  the  latter  part  we  find 
treacle  spoken  of  as  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy  and  consequence.  Sir  Henry  Inglos's  will  was  proved 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1451,  by  which  he  desired  to  be  buried  in  the  Presbytery  of  the  Priory  of  St.  Faith,  at 
Horsham  St.  Faith's,  in  Norfolk,  a  priory  founded  by  Robert  de  Caen,  in  1 105,  in  memory  of  a  miraculous 
delivery  from  imprisonment  by  his  prayers  to  God  and  St.  Faith  the  Virgin.  The  removal  of  his  body 
so  immediately  alter  his  death  seems  extraordinary. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
oyou,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your  wel- 

1  Thomas  Lord  Scales  was  a  Knight  of  the 
Garter  :  he  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  married 
to  Sir  Anthony  Widville,  who  in  her  right  was 
summoned  to  parliament  as  Baron  Scales  in  1461. 

a  flirayn,  perhaps,  who  is  mentioned  in  page  22.] 


fare,  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  have  spoken 
with  my  Lady  Felbrigg  of  that  ye  bade  me 

3  He  was  of  a  very  ancient  and  flourishing  family 
at  this  time,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  but  which  is 
now  extinct  in  the  male  line. 

4  This  was  an  ancient  family,  formerly  situated  at 
Feltwell,  in  Norfolk. 
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speak  to  her  of,  and  she  said  plainly  to  me 
that  she  would  not,  nor  never  was  advised 
[never  IKK!  thought] ,  neither  to  let  the  Lord 
Molyns  nor  none  other  to  have  their  intents  as 
for  that  matter  while  that  she  liveth;  and  she 
wasriirht.  evil  paid  withSauter,  that  he  should 
report,  as  it  was  told  you  that  lie  should  have 
reported  ;  and  she  made  right  much  of  you, 
and  said  that  she  would  nought  that  no  servant 
of  hers  should  report  nothing  that  should  he 
against  you,  otherwise  than  she  would  that 
your  sen-ants  should  do  or  say  against  her ; 
and  if  either  your  servants  did  against  her, 
or  any  of  hers  against  you,  she  would  that  it 
should  be  reformed  betwixt  you  and  her,  and 
that  ye  might  be  all  one ;  for  she  said  in  good 
faith  she  desired  your  friendship;  and  aj»  for 
the  report  of  Sauter,  she  said  she  supposed  that 
lie  would  nought  report  so,  and  if  she  might 
know  that  he  did,  she  would  blame  him  there- 
fore ;  I  told  her  that  it  was  told  me  since  that 
ye  rode,  and  that  it  grieved  me  more  that  the 
said  Sauter  should  report  as  he  did  than  it  had 
been  reported  of  another,  inasmuch  as  I  had 
ought  him  goodwill  before;  and  she  prayed 
me  that  I  should  not  believe  such  reports  till 
I  knew  the  truth. 

I  was  at  Topps's  at,  dinner  on  St.  Peter's 
day  :  there  my  Lady  Felbrigg  and  other  gen- 
tlewomen desired  to  have  had  you  there  ;  they 
said  they  should  all  have  been  the  merrier  it' 
ye  had  been  there.  My  cousin  Topps  hath 
much  care  till  she  hears  good  tidings  of  her 
brother's  matter ;  she  told  me  that  they  should 


keep  a  day  on  Monday  next  coming  betwixt 
her  brother  and  Sir  Andrew  Hugard  (Oyurd) 
and  Wyndham :  I  pray  you  send  me  word 
how  they  8]>eed,  and  how  ye  speed  in  your 
own  matters  also. 

Also,  I  pray  you  heartily  that  ye  will  send 
me  a  pot  with  treacle  in  haste,  for  I  have  been 
right  evil  at  ea.sc  and  your  daughter  both, 
since  that  ye  yeden  (we;//)  hence,  and  one  of 
the  tallest  young  men  of  this  parish  lyeth  sick, 
and  hath  a  great  niyrr'  [murrain  <i?}  how  he 
shall  do  God  knoweth. 

I  have  sent  my  uncle  Berney  the  pot  with 
treacle  that  ye  did  buy  for  him  ;   mine  aunt 
recommendeth  her  to  you,  and  prayeth  you 
to  do  for  her  as  the  bill  maketh  menti 
that  I   send  you  with  tin's  letter,  and   • 
think  best  for  to  do  therein.     Sir  Harry  Inglos 
is  passed  to  God  this  night,  whose  soul  (tod 
assoil ;  and  was  carried  forth  this  day  at  nine 
of  the  clock  to  St.  Faith's,  and  mere' shall  be 
buried. 

If  ye  desire  to  buy  any  of  his  stuff,  I  pray 
you  send  me  word  thereof  in  haste,  and  I 
shall  speak  to  Robert  Inglns,  and  to  \V  idling- 
ham  thereof;  J  suppose  they  be  executors. 
The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  hi.s  keeping. 
Written  at  Norwich  in  haste  on  the  Thursday 
next  after  St.  Peter. 

I  pray  you  trust  not  to  the  sheriff2  for  no 
fair  language.  Yours, 

MAKGAKET  PASTOX. 

Norwich,  Thursday, 
Ibtof  July.  1451,"  29  II.  VI. 


LETTER   XL.— (XXIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  129.) 

This  letter  relates  to  what  passed  at   lilackheath  when  tin-  commons  of  Knit   assembled  tin 

in  Ma",  when  Robert  Poynyngi was  hi»  sword-bearer  ando.ir\er.  \\hoarterwan. 
the  si-ter  of  John  I'aston.      It  could  not  he  \\rittcn  liet'orc  1  •!.'•  1 ,  a-  it   -!%••-  an  account 
ami  of  the  priest's  confessiou  who   had  accused  the   Lords   Cromwell  and  Urey,   and   Sir  .1 
treason. 

To  )n>j  Master  Pnstun. 

i.  your  good  mastership  t.>  \\-rt.  that       .v/V///»-  ./"/< 

ill  IT 


-id-day   came  letters  from    London  that 
the  par-mi    must  needs  up  to    London    t 

•  \t  aiiien-iament  ;   and  so  (he)  is  forth  to 
ur,  if  he  needs  must,  xv  Johannis  (<//////- 


1  If  rayrr  here  si^uilies  murrain,  it  must  mean  a 
consumption. 


Uail.er's  letter,  and  shall  be   I 
at    London,    and   with    ' 
.shall  be  relieved    by  the  mean    <<t'  the   ]   . 
nient  ;   by  Sunday  ye  shall  ha. 


2  John  Cloptou  was  sheriff  of  Norfolk  ami 
folk  tlu~ 
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As  for  my  master  (Sir  J.  Fastolf},  he  de- 
parteth  not  to  London  till  the  next  week  after 
this,  and  he  ride. 

As  for  tidings  be  none  truth,  but  Poynyngs  is 
quit  and  delivered  of  all  treasons;  and  Sir 
William  Oldhall's  process  in  the  King's  Bench 
(is}  reversed;  and  the  priest  that  accused 
Lords  Cromwell,1  Grey,2  and  my  master  3 
will  confess  who  caused  him  to  do  it,  so  that 
he  -nay  have  his  life,  &c. 

As  soon  as  ye  goodly  may  to  see  my 
master  it  shall  be  to  him  a  singular  pleasure. 
Sir,  a  bailiff  of  my  master's  is  in  Draytori. 
John  Edmond  brought  a  letter  to  you,  and  he 
sent  me  weeting  he  was  shent  (blamed}  upon 
some  matter,  as  he  supposeth,  contained  in 
the  latter.  I  pray  you  in  right  be  his  good 


master,  and  that  I  may  weet  the  cause,  for 
I  doubt  he  shall  and  must  obey  if  he  hath 
offended. 

At  Caister  the  rioneday,4  7th  day  (of)  July. 
Your 

WILLIAM  WORCESTER. 
Caister, 


On  the  top   of  this  letter,  in  a  different  hand, 

is  written  :  — 

Prove  untruth  in  the  undersheriff,  or  that  he 
did  otherwise  than  your  counsel  advised  him, 
and  Paston  shall  demean  him  accordingly.5 


LETTER  XLI.— (XXX.  vol.  iii.p.  133.) 

This  letter  affords  a  curious  instance  of  Sir  John  Fastolfs  resolution  in  determining  to  attack  a  religious 
society  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  that  he  should  do  so  by  the  advice  of  his  confessors  appears  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  but  I  suppose  they  were  seculars,  and  they  had  always  a  dislike  to  the  regular  clergy.  [And  it  goes 
far  to  prove  what  we  have  suggested  in  a  previous  letter,  that  the  law  courts  might  be,  and  were,  relied  on 
for  the  attainment  of  justice,  for  otherwise  the  keen  and  worldly-prudent  Sir  J.  Fastolf  would  have  done 
much  to  avoid  coming  before  such  a  court  against  such  adversaries.] 

To  my  trusty  friend,  Sir  Tliomas  Howys,  Parson  of  Castlecombe,  being  at  Caister. 


RIGHT  trusty  friend,  I  greet  you  well,  and 
whereas  the  Bishop  of  Norwich6  maketh  but 
delays  in  my  reasonable  desire  for  an  end  to 
be  had  in  the  xxv  marks  (16/.  13*.  4d.)  of 
Hickling,  I  am  upon  an  appointment  and 
thorough  with  the  heir  of  Clifford  that  he 
shall  enter  in  the  whole  manor  that  is  charge- 
able with  my  xxv  marks  rent,7  which  the 
prior  and  convent  have  forfeited  the  said 
whole  manor  to  the  heirs  under  their  convent 
seal  of  record,  because  of  mine  non-payment 
of  xxv  marks,  and  so  then  the  prior  shall 
lose  for  ever  fourscore  marks  (53/.  6s.  Sd.}  of 
rent,  and  that  without  any  conscience,  for 

1  Henry  Lord  Cromwell. 

3  There  were  several  Lords  Grey  at  this  time; 
which  of  them  is  the  person  here  mentioned  cannot 
now  be  ascertained. 

3  By  J.  Payu's  letter  (see  letter  xxx.  p.  21)  it 
appears  that  he  was  urged  to  have  accused  his  mas- 
ter Sir  J.  Fastolf  of  treason. 

4  The  day  of  the  nones. 

5  Tliis  appears  to  have  been  written  by  some  one 
whose  advice  had  been  asked  in  some  law  proceed- 
ings. 

'*  Walter  Lyhart,  or  Hart,  became  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich in  1446,  and  died  in  1472. 

7   The   estate  out   of  which   this  rent-charge  of 


they  have  been  false  both  to  the  Cliffords 
and  to  me  this  seven  year  day ;  and  I  trust 
to  God  to  correct  them  so  by  spiritual  law 
and  temporal  law,  that  all  other  religious 
shall  take  an  example  to  break  the  covenant 
or  will  of  any  benefactor  that  advanceth  them 
with  lands,  rents,  or  goods ;  and  my  confes- 
sors have  exhorted  me  greatly  thereto.  And 
Almighty  God  keep  you.  Written  at  Lon- 
don the  23rd  day  of  September,  in  the  30th 
year  of  King  Henry  VI. 

JOHN  FASTOLF,  Knight. 
London,  Thursday, 
23rd  September,  1451,  30  H.  VI. 


xxv  marks  had  been  reserved  was  settled  on  the 
Priory  of  Hickling  by  some  of  the  family  of  Clifford 
William  Clifford,  in  1419,  assigned  this  rent-charge 
to  Henry  Barton;  who,  in  1428,  assigned  it  to  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  who  was  now  going  to  convey  it  to  a 
Clifford  again.  This  priory  was  first  founded  in 
1185,  31  H.  II.,  and  Roger  Oakham  was  at  this 
time  prior,  a  most  turbulent  man,  of  whom  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  in  another  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Howys 
dated  28th  of  June,  1451,  29  H.  VI.  says  (speakiV' 
of  giving  money  to  religious  houses),  "The  un' 
trouthe  of  the  priour  of  Hykelyng  draweth  away 
my  devotion  in  such  causes."  [Nothin"  was  more 
likely  to  draw  away  Fastolfs  "devotion."] 
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There  is  one  Walsham  would  desire  acquit- 
tance of  pardon  for  the  widow  of  Heigham  ; 
I  have  no  cause  [tio  reason  why  I  should], 
for  her  husband  left  her  whereof  to  pay  her 
debts  sufficient,  and  for  me  he  fares  the 
better  ;  the  widow  noiseth  you,  Sir  Thomas, 
that  ye  sold  a  wey  (of)  salt  but  for  20*. 


that  she  might  have  had  40*.  for  every  wey; 
I  pray  you  answer  that  for  your  acquittal. 

Item,  send  me  the  value  of  Cooke's  *  tene- 
ment in  Drayton  with  twenty  acres  (of)  land 
thereto,  what  it  was  worth  yearly,  when  it 
stood  whole,  for  Selling  saith  it  was  worth  but 
one  noble  (6*.  8rf.)  by  the  year. 


[THIS  is  the  petition  of  Richard  Duke  of  York 
to  the  king  in  1451,  when,  on  his  return  from 
Ireland,  he  withdrew  into  Wales,  from  whence 


LETTER    XLII.— (XI V.  vol.  i.  p.  65.) 

it  was  forwarded.     It  is  chiefly  directed  against 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  but  being  a  well-known 

historical  document,  we  have  omitted  it  here.] 


LETTER    XLIII.— (XXXI.  vol.  iii.  p.  135.) 

The  whole  of  this  familiar  letter,  wherein  the  writer  mixes  politics  and  pleasantry,  is  not  entirely  explicable ; 
uor  cau  the  date  be  exactly  ascertained  :  I  have  ventured  to  date  it  between  1450  aud  1454. 

To  William 

RIGHT  faithful  and  well-beloved  brother 
Wrilliam  Wayte,  I  commend  me  to  you,  as 
the  lord  may  to  his  tenant,  praying  you 
effectually  to  recommend  me  to  my  singular 
good  master  and  yours,  excusing  me  that  I 
write  not  to  him,  for  I  dare  not  envolde 
(invoice)  me  in  the  same;  and  as  for  tidings 
here,  I  certify  you  that  all  is  nought  or  will 
be  nought;  the  king  borweth  (borroweth)  his 
expenses  for  Christmas;  the  King  of  Ar- 
ragon,  the  Duke  of  Milan,  the  Duke  of 
Ostrich  [Austria],  the  Duke  of  Uurgoyn 
(Burgundy)  would  have  been  assistant  to  us 
to  make  a  conquest,  and  nothing  is  answered 
nor  agreed  in  manner,  save  abiding  the  great 
deliberation  that  at  the  last  shall  spill  [spoil] 
all  together,  £c.* 

The  chief  justice3  hath  waited  (expected)  to 
have  been  assaulted  all  this  sev'night  nightly 
in  his  house,  but  nothing  come  as  yet,  the 

1  Sir  John  seems  to  think  that  Selling  had  under- 
.  Ihe  tenement,  and  twenty  acres  of  land;  lie 
only  at  4<t.  an  acre  yearly  rent. 

*  Thea's-Mance  ,,11'ered  by  the  princes  here  named 
related  to  our  wars  in  France. 

hi.    Hody    was   Chief    Justice    of    tin-     B 
I'.ench,   but  I   do  not  understand  what   is  h.  : 

*  Hy  what  is  mentioned  of  the  coini;- 

into  Kent  to  try  thos»-  guilty  of  treasons,  be.  ( if  the-.- 
;    r  that  porpow),  it   appears  as  if  it  was  nut  a 

tde's  rebellion ;  and  tin-  Duke  of 
!>cii.g  °ne  of  the  <  ,   must   ha\o 


more  pity,   &c.     An    over  and  determiner4 
goeth  into  Kent,  and  commissioners  my   lord 
the  Duke  of  York,  Bourchier,  mv  m. 
that  will  not  come  there  de  prodilionibu*. 
but  Kent  pray eth  them  to  hang  no  men  when 
they  come. 

Other  tidings  as  yet  can  I  none  tell  you, 
save  Ulveston  is  steward  of  the  Middle  Inn, 
and  Isley  of  the  Inner  Inn,  In-cause  they 
would  have  offices  for  excuse  lor  dwelling 
this  time  from  their  wives,  &c.5  Sir  Thomas 
Todenham  lost  his  primer  at  the  Tower-hill, 
and  sent  his  man  to  seek  it,  and  a  good  fellow 
wished  it  in  Norfolk,  so  he  would  fetch  it 
there,  &c.  Men  ween  that  Norfolk  men  were 
hardier  than  they  be.0  God  grant,  and  at  the 
reverence  of  God  help  too,  that  an  outas  (out- 
cry) and  clamour  be  made  UJMHI  the  Lord 
Scales,  praying  him  for  weal  of  the  country 
neither  sustain  nor  help  him  nor  Heydon  in 

been  greatly  in  favour  of  the   rebels,  as  his  1. 
-,il  IM  ha\e  stirred  up  the  insurrection. 

5  [This  A\,-   suppose  to    I 

ho\ve\er.    curious   to  obser%e  that  the   dillicul: 
travl.    the  expense,  and  the  want  of  proper   m 
modation,  prevented   the  families  and  even  tin-  I 
from  aeeunipanyiu"  their  hn.-U-inds  to  I^mdon,  wlien 
the     buMlios     of    the    latter     called     or     kept    them 

6  It  seems  as  if  some  robn»t  • 
perfornn-d  <m    T"ver  bill  wherein   the  Norfolk 
did  not    exert  themsehes    i:i  a  manner   tl 

n  vied  from  them. 
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no  wise,  and  that  ye  cry  upon  my  master  and 
yours  that  he  obey  not  the  certiorari  as  yet, 
as  you  may  see  by  his  letter  from  my  master 
rudely  and  in  haste  by  me  endited,  ofwhich  I 
pray  excuse,  &c.  And  pray  Blake  to  do 
[cause]  Swaffham  men  say  somewhat  to  the 
matter.  I  weet  well  Todenham  and  Heydori 
will  not  come  there  at  this  time,  as  it  is  verily 


reported,  &c.  "  Mitte  sapientem,  &c."  Brayn 
and  I  shall  be  with  you  on  Saturday  next  at 
even  with  the  grace  of  Jesu,  to  whom  I  be- 
take you.  In  haste  at  London  the  2nd  day 
of  January.  By  J.  BOOKING. 1 

London,  2  Jan. 

between  1450  &  1454. 

29  &  34  H.  VI. 


LETTER    XLIV.— (XXXII.  vol.  iii.  p.  139.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  to  show  the  fairness  and  moderation  of  a  nobleman,  in  an  age  when  the  great  men  used 
to  tyrannise  almost  with  uncontrolled  power  over  their  inferiors.  It  does  the  Earl  credit  as  a  man,  and 
makes  us  lament  his  untimely  death,  being  brought  to  the  block  in  1461  for  his  loyalty  to  his  unfortunate 
sovereign.  [It  certainly  does  not  evince  any  desire  to  use  undue  influence,  but  it  displays  little  of  the 
possession  of  the  "  almo'st  uncontrolled  power"  attributed  to  him  by  Fenn.] 

To  my  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  right  well-beloved,  I  greet 
you  well,  and  I  am  informed  that  William 
Mat  hew  of  Norwich,  butcher,  hath  brought  an 
action  of  debt  against  Nicholas  Hart,  a  tenant 
of  mine,  bearer  hereof,  and  hath  supposed  by 
his  action  that  my  said  tenant  should  owe 
him  seventy  shillings  for  his  hire  of  time  that 
he  should  have  been  servant  to  my  said 
tenant ;  where  ( as)  it  is  said  to  me  for  truth 
that  he  was  apprentice  to  my  said  tenant,  and 
never  otherwise  withheld  but  as  apprentice, 
and  oweth  no  money  to  have  of  him.  I  send 
to  you  my  said  tenant  to  give  you  clear  in- 


formation of  the  matter,  and  I  pray  you  that 
ye  will  call  the  jury  before  you  that  are  im- 
pannelled  between  them,  and  open  (to)  them 
the  matter  at  large  at  mine  instance,  and  de- 
sire them  to  do  as  conscience  will,  and  to 
eschew  perjury;  and  the  Trinity  keep  you. 
If  ye  take  the  matter  in  rule,  I  pray  thereof, 
and  will  be  content.  Written  at  Wivenhoe 
the  28th  day  of  December. 

The  EARL  of  OXFORD. 

AVivcnhoe  in  Essex,  28  Dec. 
most  probably  written 
between  1450  &  1455. 
29&34  H.VI. 


LETTER    XLV.— (XXXIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  141.) 

It  appears  from  this  letter  that  small  houses  were  sometimes  framed  and  made  ready  on  the  spot  where  the 
wood  was  felled ;  some  dispute  seems  to  have  arisen  here,  and  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  wood  refused 
his  consent  to  the  carrying  away  of  the  timber-work  after  it  had  been  made  ready  to  set  up. 

To  my  well-beloved  brother,  John  Paston,  Esq. 

I  write  unto  you  in  this  behalf,  because  I 
understand  he  will  be  much  advised  by  you, 
and  if  he  do  anything  at  my  request  I  shall 
do  as  much  that  shall  please  him  ;  arid  also 
the  poor  man  shall  give  him  two  nobles,  or 
twenty  shillings  rather  than  fail ;  I  pray  you 
be  as  good  a  mean  for  him  as  ye  may  in  this 
behalf  as  my  very  trust  is  in  you,  and  1  shall 


BROTHER  Paston,  I  recommend  me  unto  you, 
praying  you  that  ye  take  the  labour  to  speak 
with  Thomas  Ratcliff  of  Framsden  (in  Suffolk) 
for  the  deliverance  of  part  of  an  house  which 
lyeth  in  his  wood  at  Framsden,  which  house 
the  owner  hath  carried  part  thereof  to  Orford, 
which,  so  departed,  the  remanent,  that  remain- 
eth  there  in  his  wood,  shall  do  him  little  good, 
and  it  shall  hurt  greatly  the  workmen  and 
the  owner  thereof  also,  which  is  my  tenant, 
and  the  house  should  be  set  upon  ground. 


1  J.  Hocking  was  one  in  the  household  of  Sir  John 
Fastolf. 

D 


i'ASTOX  LETT 


lie  ready  at  all  times  to  do  that  may  be  to 
your  pleasure,  I  trust  to  Jesu,  who  have  you 
in  his  keeping,  ami  send  you  joy  of  all  your 
ladies.1 

Tuesday,  May  or  June, 
between  uV.o  ,-unl  1460. 

28  &  38  II.  VI. 


Written  at  Letheringham,  this  Tr 
Whitsun  week. 

Your  brother  and  friend, 

J. 


LETTER    XLVI.— (XXXIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  1  1  >. 

have  given  this  letter  as  showing  the  method  of  educating  young  women  of  some  family,  but  of  small 

fortune,  by  placing  them   in  the  families  of  the  gentry,  &c.     It  is  plain,  from  Sir  John's  desiring  that  Mar 

!  'aston  would  take  her  for  a  time  as  a  boarder,  that  the  yonnir  person  was  not  to  ha\e  been  in  the  line 

'tnmon  servant.     He  likewise  shows  a  propriety  of  conduct  in  not  taking  her  himself,  as  h. 
widower;  at  the  same  time  acknowledging  that,  had  he  had  a  wife,  he  should  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
providing  properly  for  her  in  his  own  family.     Sir  John  Ileveninghara  married  I'.li/abeth,  the  daugl. 
heir  of  Sir  John  Keddisham,  knight,  and  he  was  living  in  1459. 

To  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  letter  delive, 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  well-beloved  cousin.  I 

commend  me   to   you   as  heartily  as  I  can, 

thanking  you  of  your  good  cheer  the  last  time 

I    was   with    yc.ii.     And.  worshipful   cousin, 

it  you  to  call  unto  your  remembrance, 

I    wrote    unto    you    for    my  cousin   Anneys 

lay  to  have  been    in  your  sen-ice,  and  I 

*  cd  from  you  a  letter  that  your  will  was 

i.  but  durst  not  to  into  the  time  ye  had 

spoke  with  my  cousin  your  husband. 

Worshipful  cousin,  I  have  laboured  for  her 
in  other  places,  but.  I  cannot  have  mine  intent 
as  yet,  wherefore  if  that  it  please  you  to  have 
her  with  you  to  into  the  time  that  a  mistress 
may  be  ptnveyed  for  her,  I  pray  you  thereof, 

Hcveningham,  7th  May, 
bet \\eeu  1  ir.O  and  1460. 
..13S  H.  VI. 


and  I  shall  content  you  for  her  board  that  ye 
shall  be  well  pleased  ;  for,  cousin,  and  (if)  I 
had  a  wile,  I  would  not  care  [be  uneasy]  for 
her;  and  there  as  she  is  she  is  not  well  at  her 
ease,  for  she  is  at  Robert  Lethum's,  and 
therefore  I  pray  you  heartily  that  ye  will 
tender  this  my  writing,  and  I  beseech 
you  that  in  case  be  that  ye  will  fulfil 
it,  that  ye  will  send  my  cousin  William 
Staunton  for  her,  and  I  shall  keep  you  true 
promise  as  I  have  l»efon-  written  ;  and  I 
beseech  Almighty  Jesu 

at  Heveningham  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  &c., 
Your  own  cousin. 

JOHN  Hi:\  i.MNcii.YM.  Knirjhl. 


1  \Vhat  is   meant  by   this  expression. 

ill  \oi  l.-idy 

il  have  txvn  meant  to  \mi    all  the 

.        .  •     , 

the    la.iie-,   of   his  famih 
unveil.] 

:••!«!.  tin-  wri: 


-field 


a  kiiifht  of   that  vr- 

MI  Suffolk.     1 1 cwas  now  seated  a 
ham,  and,  I    !>• 
Sir  Hui,'h  lla-f 

turc  i^  MTV  particular,   the  initial  .1  ol   h  - 
name  :  •  the  end  of  !: 
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LETTER    XLVII.— (XXXV.  vol.  iii.  p.  1 17.) 

The  writer  of  this  letter  might  be  sister  (or  daughter)  of  John  Crane,  the  gentleman  whose  signature  is  to 
Letter  xxviii.,  p.  20.  The  date  must  remain  quite  uncertain  between  the  years  1450  and  1460,  which 
indeed  is  totally  immaterial,  as  the  letter  is  given  merely  to  show  that  young  women  of  good  families  were 
brought  up  as  attendants  upon  ladies  of  rank,  and  served  them,  not  only  hi  the  capacity  of  the  modern 
"  lady's  woman,"  but  were  taught  all  kinds  of  needleworks,  pastry,  cookery,  &c.,  thus  qualifying  them  to 
become  good  mothers,  frugal  housewives,  and  useful  members  of  the  community. 

To  my  cousin,  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  cousin,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you,  desiring  to  hear  of  y our  welfare ;  and 
if  it  like  you  to  hear  of  my  welfare,  at  the 
making  of  this  letter  I  was  in  good  hele,  loved 
be  God.  The  cause  of  my  writing  to  you  at 
this  time  is  this,  praying  you  to  send  me  word 
of  your  welfare,  and  how  ye  do  of  your  sick- 
ness, and  if  the  medicine  do  you  any  good 
that  I  sent  you  writing  of  last ;  thanking  you 
of  the  great  friendship  that  ye  have  done  to 
my  mother  with  all  my  heart. 

Also  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  be  good  mean 
to  my  cousin  your  husband,  that  he  will  see 
that  my  father  be  well  ruled  in  his  livelihood 
for  his  worship  and  his  profit. 

Also  praying  you  to  hold  me  excused  that 
I  have  written  no  oftener  to  you,  for,  in  good 
faith,  I  had  no  leisure,  for  my  lady  hath  been 
sick  at  London  near  hand  this  quarter  of  this 
year,  and  that  hath  been  great  heaviness  to 


me;  but  now,  blessed  be  God,  she  is  amended, 
and  is  in  the  country  again. 

Also  thanking  you  of  the  great  cheer  that  I 
had  of  you  when  I  was  with  you  last  with  all 
my  heart,  praying  you  of  good  continuance, 
for  I  had  never  greater  need  than  I  have  now, 
and  if  I  had  leisure  and  space  I  would  write 
to  you  the  cause. 

No  more  at  this  time,  but  the  Holy  Trinity 
have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  at  Windsor, 
the  29th  day  of  June. 

Also,  cousin,  I  pray  you  to  send  me  some 
Norfolk  thread  to  do  about  my  neck,1  to  ride 
with. 

By  your  poor  beadswoman  and  cousin, 


ALICE  CRANE. 


Windsor,  29th 

June,  between 

1450  and  1460. 

29  and  39  H.  VI. 


LETTER    XLVIII.— (XXXVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  151.) 

We  see  here  a  terrible  instance  of  the  ungovernable  spirit  of  a  multitude  raised  against  the  chief  officer  of  the 
county  for  a  supposed  offence,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  the  sheriff  had  secreted  or  delayed  the  writ ;  if  he 
had  done  so,  it  is  a  treatment  he  might  have  expected  in  such  unsettled  and  sanguinary  times.  Even  in  this 
modern  age  of  refinement,  we  see  election  disputes  conducted  with  an  animosity,  by  the  friends  of  the  differ- 
ent candidates,  which  in  their  cool  and  dispassionate  moments  they  are  themselves  shocked  at  and  ashamed 
of.  [Sir  John  is  rather  too  earnest  about  an  election  row.  The  delay  of  a  writ  of  election  is  not  a  trifle,  and 
the  sheriff's  answer,  he  "  wist  not  who  had  it,"  rather  implies  that  some  one  had  it ;  nevertheless  the  tumult 
went  not  beyond  noise,  the  house  is  not  forced,  and  nothing  "  sanguinary  "  appears  to  have  happened.  The 
contemplated  deputation  to  the  king,  of  "  an  hundred  or  two  hundred  of  the  thriftiest  men,"  was,  probably, 
on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  to  absolve  themselves  from  any  fault  in  this  insult  to  the  sheriff.] 

To  my  right  reverend  and  most  worshipful  master,  my  master,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  my  most  reverend 
master,  I  recommend  me  unto  your  good 
mastership;  like  you  to  weet  that  on  Chil- 
dermas day2  there  were  much  people  at 
Norwich  at  the  shire  (the  county  court),  be- 
cause it  was  noised  in  the  shire  that  the 

1  Something  like  a  modern  tippet  seems  meant,  to 
be  put  about  her  neck  as  part  of  her  riding-dress. 

'•  Childermas  day  is  the  28th  of  December,  and 
the  day  of  the  week  on  which  it  fell  was  reckoned  an 


under-sheriff  had  a  writ  to  make  a  new 
election,  wherefore  the  people  was  grieved 
because  they  had  laboured  so  often,  saying  to 
the  sheriff'  that  he  had  the  writ,  and  plainly 
he  should  not  away  unto  the  time  the  writ 
were  read.  The  sheriff  answered  and  said 

unfortunate  day  throughout  the  following  year  to 
begin  any  undertaking,  &c.  The  same  superstition 
at  this  time  reigns  in  many  places,  and  amongst  many 
persons  even  above  the  vulgar. 

D    2 
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that  he  had  no  writ,  nor  wist  who  had  it : 
hereupon  the  people  peaced  (became  peaceable), 
and  stilled  uuto  the  time  the  shire  was  done, 
and  after  that  done,  the  people  called  upon 
him,  "  kill  him,  head  him,"  and  so  Joint 
Damme,  with  help  of  others,  gat  him  out  of 
the  shire-house,  and  with  much  labour  brought 
him  into  Spurrier  Row,1  and  there  the  people 
met  against  him,  and  so  they  avoided  \with- 
</rt'M']  him  into  an  house,  and  kept  fast  the 
door  unto  the  time  the  mayor  was  sent 
for,  and  the  sheriff,2  to  strengthen  him, 
and  to  convey  him  away,  or  else  he  had 
been  slain  ;  wherefore  divers  of  the  thrifty 
men  came  to  me,  desiring  that  I  should 
write  unto  your  mastership  to  let  you  have 
understanding  of  the  guiding  of  the  people, 
for  they  be  full  sorry  of  this  trouble ;  and 
that  it  please  you  to  send  them  your  advice 
how  they  shall  be  guided  and  ruled,  for  they 
were  purposed  to  have  gathered  an  hundred 
or  two  hundred  of  the  thriftiest  men,  and  to 
have  come  up  to  the  king  to  let  the  king 
have  understanding  of  their  mocking. 

And  also  the  people  fear  them  sore  of  you, 
and  of  Master  Berney,  because  ye  come  not 
home. 


Please  you  that  ye  remember  the  bill  I 
sent  you  at  Hallowmas  for  the  place  and 
lands  at  Heighten  which  Cheesem;m  had  in 
his  farm  for  five  marks  (3/.  fis.  8</.);  tin-re 
will  no  man  have  it  above  forty-six  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence,  for  Alblaster  and  I 
have  done  as  much  thereto  as  we  can,  but 
we  cannot  go  above  that,  and  yet  we  cannot 
let  it  so  for  this  year  without  they  have  it  for 
five  or  six  years;8  I  wrote  to  your  mastership 
hereof  but  I  had  none  answer,  wherefore  I 
beseech  you  that  I  may  have  answer  of  this 
by  twelfth  (0  January)  for  and(//')  we  have 
an  answer  of  this  by  that  time  we  shall  en- 
feoff  him  with  all,  &c. 

My  right  worshipful  and  my  most  reve- 
rend   master,  Almighty   Jesu  preserve   you 
and  send  you  the  victory  of  your  enemi- 
I  trust  to  Almighty  Jesu  ye  shall. 

Written  at  Norwich  on  St.  Thomas's  Day 
after  Christmas  Day. 

Your  poor  servant  and  beadsman, 

RICHARD  CALLE.* 

Norwich, 

St.  Thomas  Hecket, 
29th  Dec.  between  1450  and  1460. 
29  and  39  H.  VI. 


LETTER    XLIX.— (XXXVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  155.) 

This  letter,  from  a  favourer  of  the  Duke  of  York's  interest,  must  have  been  written  between  the  years  14.J1 
and  1456,  at  such  time  as  the  kin;,'  was  under  the  direction  and  guidance  of  the  Yorki-t*.  as  it  a!l"<>: 
variety  of  directions  relative  to  their  proceeding,  and  for  their  acquiring  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Sir  William  Oldhall  was  Speaker  of  that  House  in  1451  and  1452,  but  it  d«>es  nut  appear  that  he  was  so  at 
the  time  this  letter  was  written,  though,  from  his  being  so  particularly  mentioned,  if  not  Speaker,  lie  was 
certainly  a  man  of  weight  and  consequence  there.  J.  1'aston  also  seems  to  ha\e  been  a  man  of  much  con- 
sideration and  interest  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  from  the  requests  here  made  to  him,  and  the  instructions 
given  him.  [The  directions  here  given  for  getting  up  a  political  "  agitation,"  and  for  conducting  an 
election,  are  amusing  from  their  resemblance  to  more  modern  ellbrts  for  similar  ends ;  and  instruct 
showing  the  weight  and  importance  which  even  thus  early  was  due  to  the  expression  of  public  opinion. 
The  letter  is  no  doubt  from  a  strong  political  partisan,  and  the  opinions  of,  and  expressions  applied  to,  his 
opponents  (for  instance,  that  Lord  Molyn's  adherents  an-  bea-:-  -mm  previous  letters, 

AS  here  we  see  complaints  of  Heydon.Todenham,  &<-.,  it  is  dear  thatthe  "  agitation,"  though  perhaps  unduiy 
excited,  was  not  unfounded.] 

To  my  master,  John  Patton,  in  right  great  haste. 

SIR,   and   it   please,  I   was  in   my  Lord  of       than  my  master  writeth  unto  you  of:   I  heard 
York's  house,  and  I  heard  much  thing  more       much    thing   in    Fleet-street  ;   hut.    Sir,    my 


1   Spurrier  How  was  what  is  now  called  the  White 
l.aue.aiid  leads  from  the  castle  ditches  to  the 
market  place     it  took   its  name  from  the  shops  of 
!m  MiM  saddles,  bi'dles,  spurs,  K< 
A  is  the  under  sheriff  who  was  attacked,  al- 
lie  is  here  sometimes  styled  the  sheriff.] 
•»   It  appears  by  this  that  tin- rents  of  Ian  , 
this  time  declining,  owing  most  probably  to  the  un- 


settled state  of  the  nation.     [Farmers  were  then  e\  i 
dentlv  aware  of  the  value  of  a  fixed  term,  and,  f: 

rents  were  declining,  would  not  take  a  farm  a: 

duc-ed  rent,  except  under  a  lea-c  for  the  or  MX  I 

4  [He  afterwards  married  Margery,  the  daughter  off 

J.  Paston.     The  date  of  this  lette;  i-   uncertain,  >m: 
probably  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.]" 
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lord  was  with  the  king,  and  he  visaged  so 
the  matter  that  all  the  king's  household  was, 
and  is,  afraid  right  sore ;  and  my  said  lord 
hath  put.  a  bill  to  the  king,  and  desired  much 
thing  which  is  much  after  the  commons' 
desire,  and  all  is  upon  justice,  and  to  put  all 
those  that  be  indicted  under  arrest,  without 
surety  or  mainprise,  and  to  be  tried  by  law 
as  law  will,  insomuch  that  on  Monday  Sir 
William  Oldhall  was  with  the  king  at 
Westminster  more  than  two  hours,  and  had 
of  the  king  good  cheer  ;  and  the  king  desired 
of  Sir  William  Oldhall  that  he  should  speak 
to  his  cousin  York  that  he  would  be  good 
lord  to  John  Penycock,  and  that  my  Lord  of 
York  should  write  unto  his  tenants  that  they 
should  suft'er  Penycock's  officers  (to)  go  and 
gather  up  his  rent-farms  within  the  said 
Duke's  lordships;  and  Sir  William  Oldhall 
answered  again  to  the  king,  and  prayed  him 
to  hold  my  lord  excused,  for  though  my 
lord  wrote  under  his  seal  of  his  arms,  his 
tenants  will  not  obey  it,  insomuch  (that) 
when  Sir  Thomas  Hoe  met  with  my  Lord  of 
York  beyond  Saint  Alban's  the  western  men 
fell  upon  him  and  would  have  slain  him,  had 
(not}  Sir  William  Oldhall  abeen  [been  there], 
and  therefore  would  the  western  men  have 
fallen  upon  the  said  Sir  William  and  have 
killed  him,  and  so  he  told  the  king. 

Sir  Borle  Yonge  and  Josse  labour  sore  for 
Heydon  and  Todenham  to  Sir  William 
Oldhall,  and  proffer  more  than  two  thousand 
pounds  for  to  have  his  good  lordship,  and 
therefore  it  is  none  other  remedy  but  let 
Swaffham  men  be  warned  to  meet  with  my 
said  lord  on  Friday  next  coming  at  Picken- 
ham  on  horseback  in  the  most  goodly  wise, 
and  put  some  bill  unto  my  lord  of  Sir 
Thomas  Todenham,  Heydon,  and  Prentice, 
and  cry  out  on  them,  and  that  all  the  women 
of  the  same  town  be  there  also,  arid  cry  out 
on  them  also,  arid  call  them  extortioners,  and 
pray  my  lord  that  he  will  do  sharp  execution 
upon  them.  And  my  master  counsels  you 
that  ye  should  move  the  mayor  and  all  the 
aldermen  with  all  their  commoners  to  ride 
against  (to  meet)  *  my  lord,  and  that  there 
be  made  bills,  and  put  them  up  to  my  lord, 


1  [More  correctly  toicards.] 

2  [The  name  of  this  Norfolk  family  is  generally 


and  let  all  the  town  cry  out  on  Heydon, 
Todenham,  Wyndham,  and  Prentice,  and  of 
all  their  false  maintainers,  and  tell  my  lord 
how  much  hurt  they  have  done  to  the  city, 
and  let  it  be  done  in  the  most  lamentable 
wise,  for,  Sir,  but  if  (unless)  my  lord  hear 
some  foul  tales  of  them,  and  some  hideous 
noise  and  cry,  by  my  faith  they  are  else  like 
to  come  to  grace,  arid  therefore.  Sir,  remember 
you  of  all  these  matters.  3$f7£l 

Sir,  also  I  spake  with  William  Norwich, 
and  asked  him  after  the  Lord  Molyns  how 
he  stood  to  my  lord  ward,  and  he  told  me 
he  was  sore  out  of  grace,  and  that  my  Lord 
of  York  loveth  him  nought ;  William  Nor- 
wich told  me  that  he  durst  undertake  for  to 
bring  you  unto  my  lord,  and  make  him 
your  right  good  lord;  and,  Sir,  my  master 
counselled  you  that  ye  should  not  spare,  but 
get  you  his  good  lordship. 

Sir,  beware  of  Heydon,  for  he  would  (have) 
destroyed  you  by  my  faith. 

The  Lord  Scales  and  Sir  William  Oldhall 
are  made  friends. 

Sir,  labour  ye  for  (to)  be  knight  of  the 
shire,  and  speak  to  my  master  Stapleton  also 
that  he  be  it ;  Sir,  all  Swaffham,  and  (if) 
they  be  warned,  will  give  you  their  voices; 
Sir,  speak  with  Thomas  Deriys  and  take  his 
good  advice  therein ;  Sir,  speak  to  Denys 
that  he  avoid  [withdraw]  his  garrison  at 
Reydon,  for  there  is  none  other  remedy  but 
death  for  Daniel,  and  for  all  those  that  are 
indicted;  Sir,  labour  ye  to  the  mayor  that 
John  Dam2  or  William  Jenney  be  burgess  for 
the  city  of  Norwich,  tell  them  that  he  may 
be  it  as  well  as  Yonge  is  of  Bristol,  or  the 
Recorder  is  of  London,  and  as  the  Recorder 
of  Coventry  is  for  the  city  of  Coventry ;  and 
it  (is)  so  in  many  places  in  England.  Also, 
Sir,  think  on  Yarmouth  that  ye  ordain  that 
John  Jenney,  or  Lomrior,  or  some  good  man 
be  burgess  for  Yarmouth;  ordain  ye  that. 
Jenney s  may  be  in  the  parliament  for  they 
can  say  well. 

Sir,  it  were  wisdom  that  my  Lord  of 
Oxford  wait  on  my  Lord  of  York  ;  in  good 
faith,  good  Sir,  think  on  all  these  matters ; 
much  more  I  had  to  write  unto  you  if  I 


spelt  Damme ;  but  the  orthography  of  names  was 
at  this  time,  and  indeed  long  after,  v'ery  unsettled.] 
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could  have  remembered  me,  but  I  had  no 
leisure  by  my  faith  ;  hold  me  excused  of  my 
lewd  rude  writing;  let  John  Uam  beware 
for  the  Lord  Molyns;  and,  Sir,  let  the  city 
beware  for  he  will  do  them  a  villainy  hut  if 
(unless)  he  may  have  his  men  ;  and,  Sir,  if 
he  come  to  Norwich,  look  there  be  ready  to 
wait  upon  the  mayor  a  good  fellowship,  for 
it  is  said  here  that  they  are  but  beasts. 

Sir,  my  master  bade  me  write  unto  you 
that  ye  should  stir  the  mayor  and  all  the 
aldermen  to  cry  on  my  lord  that  they  may 
have  justice  of  these  men  that  be  indicted, 
and  that  my  lord  will  speak  unto  the  king 
thereof;  and,  Sir,  in  divers  parts  in  the 


town  there  (where}  my  lord  cometh,  there 
would  be  ordained  many  portions  (parties} 
of  commoners  to  cry  on  my  lord  for  j  i 
of  these  men  that  are  indicted,  and  tell  their 
names,  in  special  Todenham,  Heydon,  Wynd- 
ham,  (and)  Prentice.  Sir.  I  send  you  a 
of  the  bill  that  my  Lord  of  York  put  unto 
the  king ;  and,  Sir,  let  copies  go  about  the 
city  enough,  for  the  love  of  (iod.  which  have 
you  in  his  keeping.  Written  on  Saint  Faith's 
day  iu  haste. 

By  your  servant,  WILLIAM  WAYTE. 

6th  of  October, 
between  1451  and  1456. 
30  and  35  H.  VI. 


LETTER    L.— (XXXVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  163.) 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  written,  "  It  appereth  by  this  Ire  that  Sir  Jo.  Fastolf  was  of  kynrcd  to  John 
Paston  «r."  The  date  of  this  letter  cannot  be  ascertained  farther  than  that  ft  WM  written  between  1-144, 
when  Sir  William  Paston  died,  and  1459,  the  year  in  which  Sir  John  Fastolf  deceased.  It  contains  nothing 
material,  but  I  think  it  throws  light  upon  the  character  of  Agnes  Paston,  showing  her  in  the  light  of  one 
who  was  ever  attentive  to  her  family  and  her  fortunes,  and  interested  herself  in  having  a  pr> 
made  for  her  younger  children.  We  shall  see  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  afterwards  claimed  CaUter.  aud 
laid  a  regular  siege  to  it.  The  Lady  Boys  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  Sibilla,  widow  of  Sir  Roger  Boys, 
of  Honing;  she  was  living  in  1450. 

This  letter  be  delivered  to  John  Paston,  being  at  London,  in  the  Inner  Inn  of  the  Temple. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  blessing 
and  mine  ;  and  as  touching  the  matter  which 
ye  desired  my  cousin  Clere  should  write  for, 
she  hath  done,  and  I  send  you  the  copy 
closed  in  this  letter.  As  for  the  inquiry.  I 
have  sent  by  Pynchemore  to  inquire,  and 
sent  mine  own  man  to  William  Bacton,  and 
done  him  inquire  in  divers  places,  and  I  can 
hear  no  word  of  none  such  inquirance,  I  wot 
not  what  it  meaneth.  Robert  Hill  was  at 
Paston  this  week,  and  the  man  that  dwelled 
in  Bowers  Place  i.s  out  thereof,  and  said  to 
Hubert  he  durst  no  longer  abide  tlievein.  for 
Waryn  Herman  sayeth  to  him  it  is  his  plan-. 
As  for  Coket's  matter,  my  daughter  your 
•wife  told  me  yester  even  th<:  man  that 
sueth  him  will  now  stand  to  your  award. 

Bartholomew  White  i.s  conilciinied  in 
Fomr.et  court  in  10  marks  CM!.  Uv.  id.)  as 
it  is  said. 

Item,  as  for  Talfas,  the  sheriffs  have  be- 
hest  to  do  all  the  favour  they  may  ;  I  sent 
the  parson  of  St.  rvltuund  s  to  diiliert,  and 
he  said  there  was  <•«  writ  for  to 


have  him    up   by   the    15th    day    of    Saint 
Martin,  and  how  Caly  had   been   at  tl 
and  desired  to  carry  up  Talfas  on  his  own 
cost,  and  give  him  good  wages. 

Item.  John  Osbern  said  to  me  this  day  that 
he  supposed  they  will  not  have  him  up  before 
Easter,  and  Margaret  Talfas  said  to  me  fix- 
same  day,  that  men  told  her  that  he  should 
never  have  end  till  he  were  at  London,  and 
asked  me  counsel  whether  she  might  give  the 
sheriffs  silver  or  none;  and  I  told  her  if  she- 
did,  I  sup}K)sed  she  should  find  them  the  more 
friendly. 

Item,  as  for  Orwellbury.  I  L  bill 

of  all  the  receipts  since   the    death  of  your 
father,  and  a  copy  written   on    the  back    how 
your  father  let  it  to  farm  to  the  >aid  (I'm- 
I   would  ye  should    w:  rn«\.  and 

charge    him    to    meet   with    you    from    Lon- 
donward,  and  at  the  least  way  let  him  p>. 
ten   pounds,  I'M-   (lit]  oweth  by  my   recL 
at  Michaelmas  la>t  p;ust,  beside    your  father's 

ranslates  th it  home.'] 
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debt,  18/.  14s.  Sd.;  if  ye  would  write  to  him 
to  bring  surety  both  for  your  father's  debt  and 
mine,  and  pay  by  days,1  so  that  the  man 
might  live  and  pay  us,  I  would  forgive  him 
of  the  old  arrearages  ten  pounds  ;  and  (if)  he 
might  be  made  to  pay  20  marks,  (13/.  6*.  8d.') 
by  year,  on  that  condition  I  would  forgive 
him  ten  pounds,2  and  so  thinketh  me  he  should 
have  cause  to  pray  for  your  father  and  me, 
and  was  it  let  [and  that  it  was  let~\  in  my 
father's  time.  1  feel  by  Robert,  his  wife  is 
right  loth  to  go  thence,  she  said  that  she  had 
lever  (rather)  I  should  have  all  her  goods  | 
after  her  day  than  they  should  go  out  thereof.  | 

Item,  John  Dam  told  me  that  the  Lady 
Boys  will  sell  a  place  called  Hales,  but  he 
saith  she  speaketh  it  privily  and  saith  it  is  not 
tayled  (entailed),  as  John  Dam  knoweth,  which 
will  she  hath  said  as  largely  of  other  things 
that  hath  not  been  so. 

Item,  he  told  me  as  he  heard  said,  Sir  John 
Fastolf  hath  sold  Hellesdon  to  Boleyn  of  Lon- 
don, and  if  it  be  so  it  seemeth  he  will  sell 
more,  wherefore  I  pray  you,  as  ye  will  have 
my  love  and  my  blessing,  that  ye  will  help 


and  do  your  devoir  that  some  thing  were  pur- 
chased for  your  two  brethren  ;  I  suppose  that, 
Sir  John  Fastolf,  and  (if)  he  were  spoke  to, 
would  be  gladder  to  let  his  kinsmen  have  part, 
than  strange  men;  assay  him  in  my  name  of 
such  places  as  ye  suppose  is  most  clear. 

It  is  said  iri  this  country  that  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  saith  Sir  John  Fastolf  hath  given  him 
Caister,  and  he  will  have  (it)  plainly.  I 
send  you  a  bill  of  Osbern's  hand,  which  was 
the  answer  of  the  sheriff"  and  John  of  Dam. 

John,  bring  me  my  letter  home  with  you, 
and  my  cousin  Clere's  copy  of  her  letter,  and 
the  copy  of  the  receipt  of  Orwellbury,  and 
recommend  me  to  Lomner,  and  tell  him  his 
best  beloved  fareth  well,  but  she  is  not  yet 
come  to  Norwich,  for  they  die  yet,  but  not 
so  sore  as  they  did,  and  God  be  with  you.3 
Written  at  Norwich,  in  right  great  haste,  the 
16th  day  of  November. 

By  your  mother, 

AGNES  PASTON, 
Norwich,  16th  of  November, 
between  1444  and  1459. 
23  and  38  H.  VI. 


LETTER    LI.— (XV.  vol.  i.  p.  69.) 

Margaret  of  Anjou,  Queen  of  Henry  VI.  alarmed  at  the  report  of  the  approach  of  Edward  Earl  of  March 
(son  to  the  Duke  of  York)  towards  London  with  a  great  power,  endeavoured  to  make  what  friends 
she  could;  and  amongst  other  places,  on  her  journey  for  that  purpose,  visited  Norwich  ;  Edmund  de  Had- 
ham,  and  Jasper  of  Hattield,  the  king's  half-brothers,  attending  her.  Her  familiarity  and  obliging  address 
pleased  the  gentry,  and  shows  that  she  understood  the  art  of  conciliating  the  goodwill  of  those  with  whom 
she  conversed. 


To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John 

RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  praying  you  to  weet,  &c.  (here  follow 
some  account  of  money  received,  fyc.) 

As  for  tidings,  the  queen  came  into  this 
town  on  Tuesday  4  last  past  after  noon,  and 
abode  here  till  it  was  Thursday  three  (o'clock) 
afternoon ;  and  she  sent  after  my  cousin 
Elizabeth  Clere  5  by  Sharinborn  to  come  to 
her ;  and  she  durst  not  disobey  her  com- 
mandment, and  came  to  her  ;  and  when  she 
came  in  the  queen's  presence,  the  queen 
made  right  much  of  her,  and  desired  her  to 

1  [Fixed  terms.] 

2  [That  is,  other  ten  pounds  of  her  own  debt.] 

3  (This  must  refer  to  some  pestilence  or  epidemic 
disease,  but  we  find  no  other  mention  of  it.    Proba- 
bly some  local  fever.] 


Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 
have  an  husband,  the  which  ye  shall  know  of 
hereafter ;  but  as  for  that  he  is  never  nearer 
than  he  was  before ;  the  queen  was  right  well 
pleased  with  her  answer,  and  reporteth  of  her 
in  the  best  wise,  and  saith,  by  her  truth,  she 
saw  no  gentlewoman  since  she  came  into  Nor- 
folk that  she  liked  better  than  she  doth  her. 

Blake,  the  bailey  of  Swaffham,  was  here 
with  the  king's  brother,6  and  he  came  to  me, 
weening  that  ye  had  been  at  home ;  and  said 
that  the  king's  brother  desired  him  that  he 
should  pray  you  in  his  name  to  come  to  him, 

4  Tuesday,  18th  of  April.  Thursday  20th  of 
April. 

*  Daughter  of  Robert  Clere,  Esq.,  of  Ormesby. 

6  Either  Edmund,  afterwards  Earl  of  Richmond, 
father  to  Henry  VII.,  or  Jasper,  Earl  of  Pembroke. 
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for  he  would  right  fain  that  ye  had  come  to 
him  if  ye  had  been  at  home  :  and  he  told  me 
that  he  wist  well  that  he  should  send  for  you 
v/hen  he  came  to  London,  both  for  Cossey 
and  other  things. 

I  pray  yon  that  ye  will  <lo  your  cost  on  me 
against  Whitsuntide,  that  I  may  have  some- 
thing for  my  neck.  When  the  queen  was 
here,  I  borrowed  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Clere's 
device,1  for  I  durst  not  for  shame  go  with  my 


beads'2  amongst  so  many  fresh3  gentlewomen 
as  here  were  at  that  time. 

The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  1. 
ing. 

Written  at    Norwich  on   the   Friday  next 
oei'ore  St.  (Jeorire. 

By  yours, 

MAK«,AIU:T  PA- 

Norwich,  Friday. 
21st  of  April, M:*.    30  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LIL— (XXXIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  Ui!\ 

[  have  copied  this  letter  as  containing  a  recipe  against  bad  air  ;  hut  whether  or  not  cardamoms  are  I 

cannot  tell,  thry  arc  said  to  be  warm  and  attenuating,  and  to  comfort  the  head  and  stomach,  and,  th 
[  should  nippon,  proper  to  be  taken  in  a  m  muni;  as  a  presenatiye  a-ainst  tin-  etVee;>  of  bad  air.  The. 
fair  leaves  of  artichokes,  when  blanched  and  rendered  less  bitter,  are  likewise  called  chards ;  these  a- 
iM'iin:  flat,  iniL'ht  be  kept  in  a  book,  and  in  that  state  brought  from  foreign  parts  ready  for  use.  as  \ve  had 
ii')  artichokes  till  lon^  after  this  time  in  England.  These  were  ace-muted  very  wholesome  ;  it  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  these  are  the  things  mentioned.  [The  complaint  of  the  air  of  Norwich  is  also  something 
remarkable,  but  probably  means  uo  more  than  the  effect  of  a  crowded  city  upon  a  person  accustomed  to  the 
open  air  of  the  country.  It  is  also  a  curious  fact  that  two  dozen  wooden  trenchers  could  not  lw  procured  in 
so  lar^e  and  commercial  a  town,  but  had  to  be  sent  for  from  London.]  Margaret  1'aston's  uncle,  Philip 
lierney,  died  in  1453,  therefore  this  letter  must  be  written  about  that  time. 

To  my  right  worshipful  Imubnml,  John  Paxton,  be  thin  delivered  in  haste. 


II I <;HT  worshipful  husband,  I  commend  me 
to  you,  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  do  buy  t\vo 
dozen  trenchers,  for  I  can  none  get  in  this 
town;  also  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  send  me  a 
book  with  chardeqweyni  that  I  may  have  of 
in  the  morning,  for  the  air  be  not  wholesome 
iii  this  town,  therefore  I  pray  you  heartily  let 
John  Suflield  bring  it  home  with  him. 

No  more,  but  the  blessed  Trinity  have  you 
in  his  keeping,  and  send  you  good  speed  in 
all  your  matters.  Written  on  St.  Leonard's 
even. 

My  uncle  Philip  commends  him  to  you, 
and  he  hath  been  so  sick  since  that  I  rame  to 
Heedham,  that  I  wend  [ // v/W — fhnni/ltt] 
he  should  never  have  escaped  it,  nor  not4  is  like 

1  A  del.  ice,  or  ornament  for  the  neck. 

•  klace-of    bead-.,    xe..    appear    to    ha\ebe,-ii 

•  •    this  time,  though   she  either  did  not  think    , 

uidMinie  or   fashionable  enough  to  be  put  on 

Upon  this  oeiM,jiiii. 

:t   May  not  tin   \vord//v.M-A  mean  French  i.r  foreign 
omen   attendant  on    the    queen?     though    it 


to  do  but  if  (unless)  he  have  ready  help,  and 
therefore  he  shall  into  Suffolk  this  next  week, 
to  mine  aunt,  for  there  is  a  good  physician, 
and  he  shall  look  to  him. 

My  Lady  Hastyngs  told  me  that  Heydon 
hath  spoken  to  Jeffrey  IJoleyn  of  London,  and 
is  agreed  with  him  that  he  should  bargain 
with  Sir  John  Fastolf  to  buy  the  manor  if 
Hlicklinir  as  it  \\ere  lor  himself,  and  it' 
Boleyn  buy  it  in  truth  Heydon  shall  hi. 

I  came  to  Norwich  on  Soulmass  day  (2/irf 
nf  M  in-ember"). 

Yean, 


Norwich.  Sunday,  Jithof  November, 
L45S.   8SH.VI. 


i-robably  means  IV. •-• 
fashionable   ladies.       [We   do    n 
fetched  a  meaning  should  he  sought.-  : 
and     amon-    si    many    new    acijiiainta:, 
ashamed   to   appear    Without   tilting  dp--,-,    and  oma- 

4  [That  is— nor  is  not  like,  Sfc.j 
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LETTER    LIU.— (XL.  vol.  iii.  p.  171.) 

The  conversation  in  this  letter  must  refer  to  some  offer  of  marriage  made  to  his  sister  Elizabeth  Paston,  who 
afterwards  married  Robert  Poynings ;  and  I  should  suppose  the  letter  to  have  been  written  iu  January 
1452-3,  from  the  request  in  it  for  him  to  buy  his  wifesome  ornament  for  her  neck,  as  the  same  petition  had 
been  made  in  a  previous  letter  (li.),  which  was  dated  April,  1452,  and  probably  not  yet  complied  with. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend 
me  to  you  ;  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  spake 
yesterday  with  my  sister,  and  she  told  me 
that  she  was  sorry  that  she  might  not  speak 
with  you  ere  ye  yede  (went)  ;  and  she  desireth, 
if  it  pleased  you,  that  ye  should  give  the 
gentleman  that  ye  know  of  such  language 
as  he  might  feel  by  you  that  ye  will  be  well 
willing  to  the  matter  that  ye  know  of;  for 
she  told  me  that  he  hath  said  before  this  time 
that  he  conceived  that  ye  have  set  but  little 
thereby  ;  wherefore  she  prayeth  you  that  ye 
will  be  her  good  brother,  and  that  ye  might 
have  a  full  answer  at  this  time  whether  it 
shall  be  yea  or  nay ;  for  her  mother  hath 
said  to  her  syth  (since)  that  ye  ridden  hence, 
that  she  hath  no  fantasy  [belief]  therein,  but 
that  it  shall  come  to  a  jape  (come  to  nothing)  ; 
and  saith  to  her  that  there  is  good  craft  in 
daubing;  and  hath  such  language  to  her 
that  she  thinketh  right  strange,  and  so  that 
she  is  right  weary  thereof;  wherefore  she 
desireth  the  rather  to  have  a  full  conclusion 
therein.  She  saith  her  full  trust  is  in  you, 


and  as  ye    do   therein    she  will   agree   her 
thereto. 

Master  Brackley  i  was  here  yesterday  to 
have  spoken  with  you;  I  spake  with  him, 
but  he  would  not  tell  me  what  his  errand 
was. 

It  is  said  here  that  the  sessions  shall  be  at 
Thetford  on  Saturday  next  coming,  and  there 
shall  be  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  and  others  with 
great  people,  as  it  is  said.  Other  tidings 
have  we  none  yet. 

The  blissful  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing. Written  at  Norwicli  on  the  Tuesday 
next  before  Candlemass. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  vouchsafe  to  re- 
member to  purvey  a  thing  for  my  neck,  and 
to  do  make  (have  made)  my  girdle. 

Yours,  MARGARET  PASTON. 

My  cousin  Crane  recommendeth  her  to 
you,  and  prayeth  you  to  remember  her 
matter,  &c.,  for  she  may  not  sleep  on  nights 
for  him.2 

Norwich,  Tuesday,  30th  of  January, 
1452-3.     31  H.  VI. 


LETTER    LIV.— (XLI.  vol.  iii.  p.  175.) 

I  have  given  this  curious  letter  as  a  specimen  of  the  outrages  committed  by  the  great  upon  respectable  gen- 
tlemen ;  for  though  the  writer  has  put  no  name  to  his  letter,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  property, 
and  of  some  consequence,  and  most  probably  had  married  an  heiress  of  fortune,  as  he  mentions  his  wife's 
place  in  Norwich.  There  being  an  act  of  parliament  passed,  shows  that  he  was  a  man  of  some  con- 
sideration. At  this  time  the  most  arbitrary  methods  were  used  to  obtain  the  possession  of  estates,  and 
entries  were  made  in  the  most  forcible  manner;  though  perhaps  in  this  case  there  might  be  some  proper 
reasons  for  these  proceedings  under  the  direction  of  the  Cardinal  and  Lord  Oxford.  His  wife's  daughter 
was  also  most  probably  an  heiress,  of  whom  Ingham  had  obtained  the  wardship,  by  which  means  he  would 
demand  a  sum  of  money  on  her  marriage.  The  Inghams  were  a  most  ancient  and  knightly  family,  situated 
at  Ingham,  in  Norfolk,  of  which  the  male  line  in  the  capital  branch  had  failed  in  1344  :  this  person  was 
therefore  some  collateral  issue.  The  cardinal  here  mentioned  must  have  been  John  Kemp,  first  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  next  of  Chichester,  then  of  London,  from  which  see  he  was  removed  to  York,  and  in  1458 
became  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  1439  he  was  made  Cardinal  of  St.  Balbine,  and  a  short  time  before 
his  death  was  removed  to  the  cardinalship  of  St.  Rufine :  these  various  preferments  were  briefly  recorded  in 
the  following  line  : — 

"  Bis  Primas,  ter  Praeses,  et  bis  Cardine  functus." 


1  John  Bracklee  or  Brackley,  was  a  brother  of  the 
Convent  of  Grey  Friars,  or  Friars  Minors,  in  Nor- 
wich; he  took  a  Doctor  of  Divinity's  degree,  and 
was  a  famous  preacher. 

2  Who  the  gentleman  was,  or  what  the  important 


matter  could  be,  which  prevented  her  cousin  Crane 
from  sleeping,  must  be  left  in  doubt,  unless  some  of 
my  fair  readers,  who  shall  do  me  the  honour  to 
peruse  these  letters,  may  have  penetration  enough 
to  discover  either  the  one  or  the  other. 


42 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


lie  died  very  old,  and  very  rich,  i  i  the  beginning  of  tin-  year  1 153,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  catheTirnl 
John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  \va>  beheaied  in  1461,  1  E.  IV.    The  conclusion  of  this  letter  convevs  an 
insinuation  that  the  kin«  was  improperly  fettered  by  the  ruling  of  this  archbishop.     [Notwithstanding  all 
Sir  John's  assertions  ;il.out  "  outrage*."  and  "arbitrary  "  methods,  there  apj>ears  nothing  in  tl 
what  might  be  related  now  by  a  chancery  suitor.     Of  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  case  we  of 


nothing;  but  the  arnMintr  of  a  surety  for  a  debt,  whicli  had  been  paid  by  the  principal,  might  have  happened 

'    .ifon  menne  process ;  and  the  committal  of  a  lad 
,eery  process :  in  this  < 
ducted  himself  with  humanity  and  proper  feeling.] 


till  the  recent  abrogation  of  arrest  upon  metne process;  and  the  committal  of  a  lady  to  the  Fleet  for  con- 
tempt is  no  uncommon  Chancery  process:  in  this  case  also  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  "is  stated  to  ha- 


To  my  r'ujht  worshipful  master,  John  Past  on. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  mine  especial  good 
master,  I  recommend  me  to  you  with  all 
service  and  prayer  to  my  power,  and  like  it 
you  to  weet  that  how  be1  a  full  strange  act  is 
<1  against  me  in  the  Higher  House  before 
the  Lords,  whereof  I  send  you  a  copy ;  never- 
theless I  hope  to  God  that  it  shall  not  pass  in 
the  Common  House  :  but  me  is  befallen  the 
most  sorrowful  infortune  that  ever  poor  man 
had,  standing  in  such  case  as  I  do;  for  my 
lords  the  cardinal  and  of  Oxford  have  im- 
prisoned my  wife  in  the  Counter,  and  how 
they  shall  guide  her  forth  God  knoweth, 
which  standeth  too  nigh  mine  heart,  if  God's 
will  were,  but  well  I  know  that  by  these 
vengeable  malices  done  to  her  and  me  they 
will  (not  7?)  be  content,  for  Ingham  lithe 
(lie/A)  beside  that  to  take  away  my  wife's 
daughter  out  of  Westminster,  to  make  an  end 
of  my  wife  if  he  can,  and  also  to  arrest  my 
servants,  that  I  dread  that  she  nor  I  shall 
have  no  creature  to  attend  us  nor  help  us; 
and  such  malice  have  I  never  heard  of  here- 
before ;  and  it  is  told  me  that,  beside  that, 
they  will  despoil,  if  any  good  they  can  find 
of  mine,  in  Norwich  or  Norfolk,  and  imprison 
my  servants  there;  wherefore  I  lowly  beseech 
your  mastership  for  our  Lord's  mercy  that  ye 
vouchsafe  to  succour  them  in  tliis  necessity; 
and,  if  any  entry  be  made  or  should  be  made 
upon  my  wife's  place  in  Norwich,  that  ye 
vouchsafe  to  succour  my  servants,  and  do 
therein  after  your  wisdom  for  Christ's  love 
and  Saint  Charity. 

Beside  this,  a  friend  and  kin-man  of  mine. 
one  Hubert  Clement  of  Heetley.  hath  written 
tome  that  he  is  arrested  and  like  to  be  im- 


>•• — tint  i-  h»we\»sr  it  1*' — from  whatever 
may  I*-.    The  vt  hi  of  this  lot:, 

A   few  lines  farther  on  wi-  l.;i\.-, 
"  but  me  is  befallen" — i.  e.  but  to  me.] 


prisoned  by  a  writ  of  debt,  taken  against  him 
upon  an  obligation  of  an  hundred  noun< 
which  he  and  I  and  others  were  bound  to  my 
Lord  of  Oxford  fourteen  years  ago,  wht •: 
have  many  acquittaii'  ;;»re  I  pray 

your  good  mastership  to  send  to  the  .sheriff 
that  my  said  kinsman  may  be  eased,  and  no 
return  made  against  him.  but  th.r 
answer  the  next  time  by  attornev.  for  trulv 
that  writ  was  taken  out  in  the  end  of  the 
term  after  I  was  arrested,  and  after  it  was 
appeared  to. 

I  pray  your  mastership  for  God's  sake  : 
not  displeased  nor  weary  to  do  ft-r  me  in 
matters   of    your    charity,    for   I   had    lever 
(rather)  give  the  said  Robert  such  good,  little 
if  it  be,  as  I  have,  than  he  were  undone  for 
me,   or  any  man  else  that  ever  did   for  me ; 
'and  I  hope  if  God  vouchsafe  that  the  i 
may  come  to  reason,  to  save  him  bar1 
and  all  other  with  God's  mercy,  ever  pi. 
you  of  your  mastership  and  succour  for  ( , 
love,  who  ever  keep  you  for  his  mercy. 

Written  in  Fleet,  the  Wednesday  the  se- 
cond week  of  Lent.  Moreover  in  augment- 
ing of  my  sorrow,  I  weened  my  wife  should 
have  died  since,  for  after  she  was  arrested  she 
laboured  of  her  child  tha1  'hall, 

waiting  either  to  die  or  be  delivered,  and  she 
hath  not  gone  eight  weeks  quick  ;  what  shall 
befall  Almighty  God  knoweth,  and  shall 
dispose  mercifully. 

Afterward  my  wife  was  s  ^ome- 

i/'lnit     cased   by  the  labour  of  the   \.arden    of 
Fleet,  for  the  cursed  cardinal  had 
Nfwiratr,  God    forgive  his  >  -iie   is 

taken  to  hail  till  Tuesday.  The  cardinal  is 
dead,  and  the  king  is  rel 

The  Fleet,  Wednesday, 

2l9tof  Fi •l.ru.-irv.  H52-3. 

31  H.VI. 
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LETTER   LV.— (XVI.  vol.  i.  p.  73.) 

This  letter  is  given,  not  only  as  containing  some  state  anecdotes,  but  as  exhibiting  a  character  of  John  Paston, 
Escj.  from  Thomas  Billing,  who  in  1453  was  created  a  Serjeant  at  Law,  and  in  1458  appointed  King's 
Serjeant.  He  became  Chief  Justice  of  England,  in  U72. 

To  his  worshipful  brother,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  brother,  I  recommend  (me) 
to  you  ;  and  as  for  tidings,  my  Lord  of  York1 
hath  taken  my  Lord  of  Exeter2  into  his  award ; 
the  Duke  of  Somerset3  is  still  in  prison,  in 
worse  case  than  he  was. 

Sir  John  Fastolf  recommends  him  to  you, 
&c.,  he  will  ride  into  Norfolk  ward  as  on 
Thursday,  arid  he  will  dwell  at  Caister,  and 
Scroop  with  him  :  he  saith  ye  are  the  heartiest 
kinsman  and  friend  that  he  knoweth,  he 
would  have  you  at  Mauteby  dwelling. 

I  had  great  cheer  of  Billing  by  the  way, 
and  lie  told  me,  in  counsel,  what  he  said 
to  Ledam. 

Ledam  would  have  done  his  wise  (endea- 
vour} to  have  made  a  complaint  to  Pryothe  in 
the  shire  house  of  you,  and  Billing  counselled 
him  to  leave,  and  told  Ledam,  ye  and  he  were 
no  fellows,  and  said  to  Ledam  "  it  is  the  guise 
of  your  countrymen  to  spend  all  the  goods 
they  have  on  men  and  livery  gowns,  arid  horse 
and  harness,  and  so  bear  it  out  for  a  while,  and 


1452,  or  1453, 
31  or  32  H.VI. 


at  the  last  they  are  but  beggars;  and  so  will 
ye  do :  I  would  ye  should  do  well,  because  ye 
are  a  fellow  of  Gray's  Inn,  where  I  was  a 
fellow. 

"  As  for  Paston,  he  is  an  esquire  of  worship, 
and  of  great  livelyhood,  and  I  wot  he  will  not 
spend  all  his  goods  at  once,  but  he  spareth 
yearly  an  hundred  marks  (66/.  13*.  4</.)  or  an 
hundred  pounds:  he  may  do  his  enemy  a 
shrewd  turn  and  never  fare  the  worse  in  his 
household,  nor  (have)  the  less  men  about  him. 

"  Ye  may  not  do  so,  but  if  it  be  for  one  sea- 
son, I  counsel  you  not  to  continue  long  as  ye 
do.  I  would  counsel  you  to  seek  rest  with 
Paston." 

And  I  thanked  Billing  on  your  behalf. 
God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

By  your  poor  brother, 

WILLIAM  PASTON.* 

Much  other  thing  I  can  tell  you,  and  I  had 
leisure ;  recommend  me  to  my  sister  Margaret, 
and  my  cousin  Elizabeth  Clere,  I  pray  you. 


LETTER    LVL— (XLII.  vol.  in.  p.  179.) 

On  the  margin  of  this  letter,  towards  the  bottom,  in  a  hand  nearly  coeval  with  the  letter  itself,  is  written 
?V*V  j  *t5  d-U°r>  direct-  ArchiePc5  Callt-  est  apd."— The  paper  is  then  unfortunately  torn  off,  so  that 
what  followed  1S  missing.  Enough,  however,  remains  to  inform  us  that  the  letter  to  the  archbishop  was  from 
the  lords— that  is,  I  presume,  from  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  lords  in  his  party ;  and  was,  I  suppose  a  coun- 
terpart of  what  is  contained  in  this  letter,  which  appears  to  have  been  a  copy  of  that  sent  to  the  kin"  and 
sent  by  some  friend  of  J.  Paston's  to  him,  and  which,  by  the  words  of  the  direction  "  Vadatur  "j'.  P." 
seems  to  have  been  sent  to  him  under  a  solemn  promise  to  be  delivered.  As  several  petitions  and  remon- 
strances were  sent  from  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  party  during  these  civil  contests  to  the  king,  the  exact  date 
of  this  cannot  be  ascertained,  though  it  was  probably  during  the  chancellorship  of  John  Kemp  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  between  the  years  1452  and  1454.  The  address  of  this  letter  beginning  with  "  Moste  Cristen 
Kyng  is  very  particular;  nor  do  I  remember  ever  before  to  have  seen  the  words  "  Magestee  Royall  "  so 
early  used  in  an  address  to  the  sovereign  ;  it  is  well  drawn  up,  and  the  purport  of  it  is  loyal  and  manly  •  it 
seems  too  to  have  been  sent  at  a  time  when  they  supposed  themselves  sure  of  assistance,  if  we  advert  to  the 


1  Richard  Duke  of  York. 

1  Henry  Holland  Duke  of  Exeter. 

3  Edmund  Beaufort  Duke  of  Somerset,  was  im- 


prisoned by  the  Duke  of  York's  party  in  1452,  and 
again,  for  a  considerable  time,   in  1453 
4  A  younger  son  of  Sir  William  Paston.' 


1  P ASTON  LETTERS. 

steadiness  ofthe  concluding  words  : — "  Whereynne  we  wolle  persever  wyth  the  gr'ce  of  our  lorde."  By  sending 
a  duplicate  to  the  king  they  seemed  to  doulit  whether  or  no  the  Archbishop  would  inform  his  highu> 
their  letter  addressed  to  him  as  Lord  Chancellor. 

,  /.  /'. 

and  the  surety  of  the  said  most  notable  person, 
the  which  (we)  beseech  our  blessed  Creator  to 
prosper  (with)  as  great  honour,  joy,  and  felicity 
as  ever  had  any  prince  earthly,  and  to  your 
said  highness  so  to  take,  accept,  and  reput 
and  not  to  please  to  give   trust  or  conn*d< 
unto  the  sinister,  malicious,  and  fraudulent 
labours  and  reports  of  our  said  enemies  unto 
our  coming  to  your  said  most  noble  presence, 
whereunto  we  beseech  humbly  that  we  may 
be  admitted  as  your  liege  men,  to   the  intent 
to  show  us  the  same,  whereof  yesterday  we 
wrote  our  letters  of  our  intent,  to   the  right 
reverend   father  in  God,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  your  Chancellor  of  England,  to 
lie  showed  to  your  said  highness,  whereof  for 
so  much  as  we  be  not  ascertained  whether  our 
said  intent  be  by  his  fatherhood  showed  unto 
your  said  good  grace  or  not,  we  send  thereof 
unto  this  closed  ( uinlcr  this  enclosed]  a   copy 
of  our  said  letters  of  our  disposition  towards 
your  said  high  excellence,  and  the  honour  and 
weal  of  the  land,  wherein  we  will   persevere 
with  the  grace  of  our  lord. 

Most  probably  written 

between  1452  and  Mil. 

30  and  33  II.  VI. 


MOST  Christian  king,  right  high  and  mighty 
prince,  and    our  most  redoubted   sovereign 
lord,   we  recommend   us  as  humbly    as  we 
suffice  unto  your  high  excellence,  whereunto 
please  it  to  weet  that  for  so  much  as  we  hear 
and  understand,  to  our  greatest  sorrow  earthly, 
that  our  enemies  of  approved  experience,  such 
as  abide  and  keep  themselves  under  the  wing 
of  your  majesty  royal,  have  thrown  unto  the 
same  right  studiously  and  right  fraudulently 
many  ambiguities  and  doubts  of  the  faith- 
legiance,  and  duty,  that,  God  knoweth,  we 
bear  unto  your  highness,  and  have  put  them 
in  as  great  devoir  as  they  could  to  enstrange 
us  from  your  most  noble  presence,  and  from 
the  favour  of  your  good  grace ;   which  good 
grace  to  us  is,  and  ought  to  be,  our  singular 
and  most  desired  joy  and  consolation.     "We 
ut  this  time  be  coming  with  grace,  as  your 
true  and  humble  liege  men,  toward  your  said 
high  excellence,  to  declare,  and  show  thereto 
at  large,  our  said  faith  and  legiance,  intend- 
ing, witli  the  mercy  of  Jesu  in  the  said  com- 
ing, to  put  us  in  as  diligent  and  hearty  devoir 
and  duty  as  any  your  liege  men  alive  to  that  at 
1  that]  *   may  avarice   (advance'")  or  prefer  the 
honour  and  welfare  of  the  said  majesty  royal 


L  K  T  T  E  R    LVII.— (XLIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  1«3.) 

Tliis  letter  may  be  called  a  modern  obituary,  as  it  informs  us  ofthe  death,  and  likewise  of  the  manner  ofthe 
death,  of  two  gentlemen  of  consequence  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 

To  my  well-Moreil  *nn,  John  Pastun. 

SON  I  greet  you  well,  and  send  you  God'.*  ble.«-  ward,  and  speak  sadly  (seriously)  tor  another 

ing  and  mine. and  let'you  wed  that  Robert  Hill  farmer. 

rame  homeward  by  Orwellbury.  and  Gurnev  And    as     for   tydinjys.    Philip    H.-rn.-y  - 

telled  him  he  had  been  at    London  for  money  parsed  to  God  on  Monday   la<t   p.i^t    with  the 

.-u.«l  could  not  speeden.  and  he},est«'d  [/wow/W]  irreatest  pain  that   ever  1    saw   man 

that   he   should  send   me    money    by 
I  pray  forget  it  not  as   ye   come   home- 


1  rFi-iiii  translates  irhirh  :  tliis  i>  more  grammatical, 
but  is  not  the  word  intended.] 

'*  Philip  Berney,  of  Ca<tfon,  KM,,  waa  third  BOO  of 
John  llerney.  !\,|.  of  Kecdh;.ui.  by  Isabel,  daughter 
of  Sjr  John  HeTorfngham,  knight. 

3  Sir  John  Ileiciiini;ham.  knight.  w.i«  lineallv  de- 
.••'1  from  Walter  Heveningh-im.  who  resided  at 


Tuesday  Sir  John  Hcveningham  3ye<!> 
tolas  church  and    beard    thr«" 

Ib-veningham   IB  .rK  as  in  the  time  of 

•:mte,  1017— !"".<"•.  Tlioma-.  th- 
of  Sir  .lohn  settleil  at  Ketteriui;haiu  in 
whowdgneBdaBt,WiUiAIB  !!.•%.  •uiugham  of  the  same 

of  the  Hull  Court  of 

A  ho   tri.-d    th.-ir  sovereign  1 
This  branch  ot'thi>  anci-nt  familv  ended  in  his  son. 
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came  home  again  never  merrier,  and  said  to 
his  wife  that  he  would  go  say  a  little  devotion 
in  his  garden,  and  then  he  would  dine; l  and 
forthwith  he  felt  a  fainting  in  his  leg,  and 
syyd  (stV2)  down;  this  was  at  nine  of  the 
clock,  and  he  was  dead  ere  noon. 

My  cousin  Clere  prays  you  that  ye  let  no 
man  see  her  letter,  which  is  ensealed  under 
my  seal.  I  pray  you  that  you  will  pay  your 
brother  William  for  four  ounces  and  an  half 
of  silk  as  he  paid,  which  he  sent  me  by  Wil- 


liam Taverner,  and  bring  with  you  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce  even  like  of  the  same  that  I  send 
you  closed  in  this  letter  ;  and  say  (tell}  your 
brother  William  that  his  horse  hath  one  farcy 
and  great  running  sores  in  his  legs.  God 
have  you  in  keeping.  Written  at  Norwich, 
on  Saint  Thomas's  even,  in  great  haste. 
By  your  mother, 

AGNES  PASTON. 
Norwich,  Friday,  6th  of  July, 
1453.    31  H.  VI. 


LETTER   LVIII.— (XLIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  187.) 

Though  this  letter,  like  many  others  in  this  collection,  contains  no  matter  of  consequence,  yet  as  it  furnishes 
us  with  an  instance  of  careful  attention  in  the  wife  to  her  husband's  aft'airs,  and  shows  her  anxious  desire 
to  have  everything  in  readiness  against  his  expected  return,  I  think  it  will  be  agreeable  to  many  of  my 
readers. 

To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  have  spoke 
with  Newman  for  his  place,3  and  I  am  tho- 
rough with  him  therefor,  but  he  would  not 
let  it.  in  no  wise  less  than  five  marks  (3/.  6*.  8t/.). 
I  told  him  that  sekerly  (certainly}  ye  should 
not  know  but  that  I  hired  it  of  him  for  three 
pounds.  I  said  as  for  the  noble  (6*.  8<:/.)  I 
should  pay  it  of  mine  own  purse  that  ye 
should  no  knowledge  have  thereof;  and  this 
day  I  have  had  in  two  cartful  of  hay,  and 
your  stable  shall  be  made  I  hope  this  next 
week.  I  could  not  get  no  grant  of  him  to 
have  the  warehouse ;  he  saith  if  lie  may  in 
any  wise  forbear  it  hereafter,  ye  shall  have  it, 
but  he  will  not  grant  it  in  no  covenant.  He 
hath  granted  me  the  house  betwixt  the  vowte 
(vault}  and  the  warehouse,  and  that  he  said 
he  granted  not  you. 

And  as  for  the  chamber  that  ye  assigned  to 
mine  uncle,4  God  hath  purveyed  ( provided) 
for  him  as  his  will  is ;  he  passed  to  God  on 
Monday  last  past,  at.  eleven  of  the  clock  be- 
fore noon,  and  Sir  John  Heveningham  passed 


1  By  this  account  it  appears  that,  the  hour  of  din- 
ner was  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

3  [More  probably  slid,  for  fell.] 

3  Newman's  Place  must  have  been  a  house  of  some 
consequence  in  the  city  of  Norwich  at  this  time,  as 
the  rent  then  set  upon  it  was  equivalent  to  a  modern 
one  of  between  sixty  and  eighty  pounds  a-year;  and 
there  being  when  she  hired  it  no  stable  ready  fitted 
up,  shows  how  few  horses  were  then  kept  in  cities,  &c. 


to  God  on  Tuesday  last  past,  whose  souls  both 
God  assoil !  his  sickness  took  him  on  Tuesday 
at  nine  of  the  clock  before  noon,  and  by  two 
afternoon  he  was  dead. 

I  have  begun  your  inventory,  that,  should 
have  been  made  ere  this  time  if  I  had  been 
well  at  ease ;  I  hope  to  make  an  end  thereof 
and  of  other  things  by  this  next  week,  and 
be  in  that  other  place  if  God  send  me  health. 
I  must  do  purvey  for  much  stuff5  ere  I  come 
there,  for  there  is  neither  boards  nor  other 
stuff  that  must  needs  be  had  ere  we  come 
there ;  and  Richard  hath  gathered  but  little 
money  since  he  came  from  you.  I  have  sent 
John  Norwood  this  day  to  Gresham,  Besing- 
ham,  and  Matlaske,  to  get.  as  much  money 
as  he  may.  The  blessed  Trinity  have  you 
in  his  keeping.  Written  at  Norwich,  on  the 
Utas6  day  of  Peter  and  Paul. 

Yours, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Friday,  6th  of  July, 
1453.     31  H.  VI. 

4  Philip  Berney,  whose  death  was  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  letter,  was  brother  to  Margaret  Maultby, 
the  mother  of  Margaret  Paston. 

5  This   must  here  mean  household   stuff,  and  I 
should  suppose  that  the  boards  required  were  those 
used  for  long  tables,  forms,  &c. 

ti  The  octave,  or  eighth  day  following  the  fes- 
tival. 
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LETTER    LIX.— (XLV.  vol.  iii.  p.  189.) 

The  exact  date  of  this  letter  cannot  be  ascertained,  it  was,  however,  most  probably  previously  to   i 
Klixabeth  1'aston  >  brother,  in  hi-  le'.ter  to  Lord  (irey,  tells  him,  "there  is,  and  hath  been  di 
communications  of  marriages  with  divers  gentlemen  not  determii:.  Sir  William  Oldhall  was 

itlenian  of  large  property  in  the  county  of   Norfolk,  and  had  b-en  already  married  to,  or  afterwards 
did  marry,  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Lord  Willoughby  of  Eresby,  by  whom  he  left  an  only  dan-: 
heir,  Mary.    The  marriage  here  proposed  never  took  effect.     I  have  dated  this  letter  in  1453,  though  doubt- 
fully.    [This  leiter  also  displays  a  curious  picture  of  the  diplomatic  manner  in  which  marriages,  even 
among  persons  of  only  moderate  rank  were  conducted.     The  brother  labours  that  Sir  W.  Oldhall  shall  have 

[ftet :  the  sister  prayeth  him  to  bring  it  to  a  good  conclusion,  so  "  that  it  xall  be  botlie  for  hyr  worchup 
and  prfyt,  '  and  the  mother  is  content  "  if  ye  can  thynke  that  hys  lond  standyt  cler."] 

This  letter  be  delivered  to  John  Paston  dwelling  in  the  Inner  Inn  of  the  Temple  at  Lotidon, 

in  haste. 

shall  be  both  for  her  worship  and  profit:  and. 
as  forme,  if  ye  can  think  that  his  land  staml- 
eth  clear,  inasmuch  as  I  feel  your  sister  well- 
willed  thereto,  I  hold  me  well  content. 

And  as  for  the  obligation  of  the  parson  of 
Marlingford,  which  I  sent  you  by  John  New- 
man, I  pray  you  let  it  be  sued ;  and  a- 
the  parson  and  Lyndesey  they  be  accor 
and  God  have  you  in  keeping,  and  send  you 
his  blessing  and  mine.     Written   at  Norwich 
on  Pulver  Wednesday. 

By  your  mother, 

>TOK. 
Norwich, 

AshWediu^day.  6  March, 
1453-4.     WH.VI. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  let  you  weet  that  this 
day  I  was  with  my  daughter  your  wife,  and 
.she  was  in  good  heel  (health")  at  the  making 
of  this  letter,  thanked  be  God !  and  she  let 
your  sister  and  me  weet  of  a  letter  which  ye 
sent  her.  that  ye  have  been  laboured  to  for 
Sir  William  Oldhall  to  have  your  sister,  and 
desiring  in  the  said  letter  to  have  an  answer 
in  .short  time  how  she  will  be  demeaned  in 
this  matter. 

Your  sister  recommendeth  her  to  you,  and 
thankc'th  you  heartily  that  ye  will  remember 
her,  and  let  her  have  knowledge  thereof,  and 
th  you  that  ye  will  do  your  endeavour 
to  firing  it  to  a  good  conclusion,  for  she  s;iith 
to  me  that  she  trusteth  that  ye  will  do  so  that  it  I 


LETTER    LX.—  (XLVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  193.) 

•'T,  from  a  lover  to  the  brother  of  his  mi-  .,i.-ta!<-d  by  i:«><>d  sense.  and  a  proper  regard  for 

the  lady  ,  it  shows  his  anxious  wi.sh  that  all  preliminaries  should  be  settled  to  the  .satisfaction  oft  I, 
friends,  and  hints  at  his  own  impatience  for  a  speedy  conclusion  in  the  follow  inir  exji;  .     '  as'to 

my  coneeythc  y°  dayys  l>e  waxyn  wonderly  longe  in  a  -.cliorte  t\me."     On  the  >>  fk  of  tin-  letter  is  written, 
in  an  ancient  hand,"''  A  1're  somewhat  touchyni:  a  inaria-e  yt  iftould  have  been  between  tie 
John  Clopton  and  Kli/aU-th  1'aston  sole  daughter  to  Willm    i  •.     Sed  non 

Clopton,  KM)-,  w  as  one  of  those  eon's  icted  on  .suspicion  of  receding  letters  from   ljueen  MargaM 
Thomas  Todenham,  \:c.,  before  the    Karl   of  Worcester.  in    Feb.  1  UU  ,  when  all  of   the:. 
v.i  re  beheaded.     He  married  Alice.  M-ter  to  Sir  Kohert  Darey,  of  Maiden    in    I'.^ex.  and  was  all' 
UN  father,  Sir  William  Clopton.  had  estates  at  I  .out:  Mclford,  \c.  in  Suffolk.    [Hut  thi~ 
i  though  evincing  more   warmth  of  alleetioii  thnn  \\.:s   u^uall)   displayed,  did   n< 
bably  broken  off  on  pecuniary  in   • 


am.il 
n. 


I  'at  n  (my  .  mill  >nij  t/nr,,> 


John  /' 


KK.HT   worthy  and  worshipful    sir,  and  my 
•  :id  me  unto  you. 

thanking  >  ntle- 

-:-i.)\v.'d    iniio    nic 
at   all  times,  ami  siu-ially  now  to  my  b 

which  en  my  pirt  caijiiol  !>e  n-\vardfd. 


but  my  simple  « 

coMinianil:: 

matter  that  I  have  laboured  «o  to 

my  father  that  your  intent  a>  tor  the  jointure 

shall    be    fulfilled:   and.    Sir,   I    1,,-s,  e«-h    you 

since  I  do  my  part  to    I'ullil    your  will,  that 
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ye  will  show  me  your  good  masterhood  in 
her  chamber  1  as  my  full  trust  is,  insomuch 
that  it  shall  nought  hurt  you  nor  none  of 
yours,  arid  the  profit  thereof  shall  be  unto 
the  avail  of  my  mistress  your  sister,  and  to 
me,  and  to  none  other  creature. 

And  also  my  mistress  your  mother  shall 
not  be  charged  with  her  board  after  the  day 
of  the  marriage,  but  I  to  discharge  her  of 
her  person;  and  to  ease  me  that  hath  her 
chamber  may  be  none  contradiction. 

And,  Sir,  I  am  ready,  and  always  will  to 
perform  that  I  have  said  unto  you,  &c. 

Furthermore  liketh  you  to  weet,  I  was  on 
Thursday  last  past  at  Cavendish,  to  deliver 
an  estate  to  Wentworth  in  the  land  that  was 
my  brother  Cavendish's,2  as  I  told  you  Avhen 
I  was  last  with  you,  and  there  I  spake  with 
Crane,  and  he  besought  me  that  I  would 
send  over  to  my  mistress  your  mother  for  his 
excuse,  for  he  might  not  be  with  her  at  this 
time ;  but  on  the  Saturday  in  Easter  week 
he  will  riot  fail  to  be  with  her,  so  he  coun- 


selled me  that  I  and  my  brother  Denston3 
should  meet  with  him  there,  and  so  without 
your  better  advice  I  and  my  brother  purpose 
us  to  be  with  you  there  at  that  time,  for  the 
sooner  the  lever  (better  for}  me,  for,  as  to  my 
conceit  the  days  be  waxen  wonderly  (wonder- 
fully') long  in  a  short  time,  wherefore  I  beseech 
you  send  me  your  advice  how  ye  will  have 
me  ruled,  &c. 

No  more  I  write  to  you  at  this  present 
time,  but  beseeching  you  to  recommend  (me) 
in  the  lowliest  wise,  and  the  Trinity  preserve 
you  body  arid  soul. 

Written  with  my  chancery  hand  in  right 
great  haste  on  the  Friday  before  Palm 
Sunday. 

Your 

JOHN  CLOPTON. 


Friday,  12  April,  1454. 
32  H.  VI. 


NUMBER  LXL— (XLVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  197.) 

On  the  back  of  the  above  indenture,  in  a  more  modern  hand,  is  written,  "  The  marriage  w'hyn  mentioned 
never  toke  effect,  for  the  same  Elizabeth  was  after  first  maryed  to  Rob'  Ponyngs,  arm.,  and  then  to  Sr  George 
Browne,  knyght."  I  thought  this  draught  of  a  marriage  settlement  too  curious  to  be  omitted. 

Marriage  Articles  betwixt  Agnes  Paston,  fyc.  on  the  one  part  and  William  Clopton,  Esq.  on  the 

other  part.  \ 

riage  the  said  Agnes,  &c.  shall  pay  to  the  said 
John  Clopton  four  hundred  marks  (266/.  13*. 
4rf.)  in  hand  of  lawful  money  of  England,  and 
over  that  (besides},  if  the  said  marriage  be 
holden  with  the  said  Agnes,  the  said  Agnes 
shall  bear  the  costages  thereof  the  day  of  the 
wedding,  with  such  chambering  6  as  shall  be 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Agnes :  and  the  said 
William  Clopton  shall  do  [cause^~\  his  feof- 
fees make  a  lawful  estate  to  the  said  William 


THIS  indenture,  made  betwixt  Agnes  that 
was  the  wile  of  William  Paston,  John  Paston 
her  son,  and  John  Damme,4  on  the  one  part, 
and  William  Clopton,5  esquire,  on  the  other 
part,  witnesseth  that  accord  is  taken  atwyn 
(between)  the  said  parties,  that  John  Clopton, 
son  and  heir  of  the  said  William  Clopton, 
by  the  grace  of  God  shall  wed  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  the  said  Agnes,  for  which  mar- 


1  Perhaps  it  means  some  expenses  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  bride.  [We  rather  think  he 
asks  for  Pastou's  intervention  in  his  favour  in  her 
privacy.] 

!  The  Cavendishes  and  Cranes  were  respectable 
families  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

3  John    Denston,  "Ksq.,   of  Deuston  in    Suffolk, 
married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Clopton, 
and  sister  to  John  Clopton. 

4  John  Damme  was  a  burgess  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  Norwich,  and  likewise  recorder.  • 

a  The  Cloptons  were  a  family  of  consequence. 


of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  services  to  the 
yearly  value  of  40/.  over  all  charges  borne, 


G  This  word  is  here  used  in  a  good  sense,  and  pro- 
bably means  joyous  entertainment  and  feasting — 
but  it  may  mean  certain  expenses  to  be  borne,  or 
goods,  Sec.,  to  be  bought  on  this  occasion.  [The 
original  is  not  chambering  but  "chaumb'yr"  only, 
and  there  is  little  doubt,  means  furniture  or  decora- 
tions for  the  bride's  chamber.] 

7  [Fenn  translates— take  care  that.] 
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to  have  and  to  hold  to  him  (for  the}  term  of 
his  life,  without  impeachment  of  waste,  the  re- 
mainder thereof  to  the  said  John  and  Elizabeth 
and  to  his  heirs  male  of  her  body  lawfully 
begotten,  without  impeachment  of  waste, 
within  twelve  days  after  the  said  wedding. 

And  over  that,  within  the  said  twelve  days 
the  said  Jolm  shall  do  (cause)  lawful  estate  to 
be  made  to  the  said  William  of  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  and  services  to  the  yearly  value 
of  forty  marks  (26/.  13*.  4rf.)  over  all  charges 
borne,  to  have  and  hold  to  the  said  William 
(/or)  term  of  his  life,  without  impeachment 
of  waste,  the  remainder  thereof  to  the  said 
Elizabeth,  to  have  and  hold  to  her  (/or)  term 
of  her  life,  without  impeachment  of  waste. 

Also  it  is  accorded  that  the  said  William 
shall  make  estate  of  all  the  residue  of  his 
lands  which  he  is  seized  of,  or  any  other  man 


to  his  use,  to  such  persons  as  the  said  John 
shall  name,  to  the  use  of  the  said  John. 

Also  the  said  John  Clopton  shall  do  (cause') 
lawful  estate  to  be  made  to  the  said  Elizabeth 
of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  services  to  the 
yearly  value  of  30/.  over  all  charges  borne,  to 
have  and  hold  to  her  during  the  life  of  the 
said  William. 

And  moreover  the  said  John  promytteth 
(promisetk)  and  ensureth  by  the  faith  of  his 
body  that  he  shall  leave,  over  the  40/.  worth 
(of)  land  abovesaid,  to  his  heirs  and  issue 
male  of  the  body  of  the  said  Elizabeth  begot- 
ten, lands  in  fee  simple  or  in  tail  to  the  yearly 
value  of  forty  marks  (26/.  13*.  4d.)  in  case 
the  same  male  issue  be  governed  to  the  said 
John  as  the  son  oweth  [niu/ht]  to  l>e  to  the 
father.1  And,  &c. 
About  1454.  sail.  VI. 


LETTER  LXII.— (XLVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  201.) 

The  contents  of  this  letter  show  my  Lord  Scales  to  be  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  it  betrays  nothing 
of  the  tyranny  of  an  ancient  baron,  but  breathes  the  sentiments  of  a  friend.  At  the  bottom,  iu'a  haud  of 
the  time,  is  written,—"  Li't.  ae  mich.  xxxiij0."  So  that  it  fixes  it  to  the  33nl  of  Henry  VI. 

To  my  riyht  well-beloved  friend  John  Paston,  Esq. 

RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  greet 
you  well ;  and  forasmuch  as  I  have  under- 
stood that  ye  have  do  take  (caused  to  be  taken) 
a  distress  of  certain  beasts  upon  certain  land, 
which  I  stand  iiifeofied  in,  in  the  town  [town- 
ship] of  Pal  grave,55  for  what  cause  I  know  not; 
wherefore  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  make  de- 
liverance again  of  the  said  beasts,  and  if  any- 
thing ye  can  ask  be  duty  of  right,  set  a  day, 
and  let  your  evidences  and  right  be  showed, 


and  I  shall  assign  counsel  of  mine  to  b<-  there 
to  see  it;  and  all  that  reason  or  law  will  I  will 
be  right  glad  ye  have;  and  otherwise.  I  trow. 
ye  would  not  desire:  and  if  ye  will  d 
I  will  be  well  paid  (satixfeil) ;  and  else  ye 
will  constrain  me  to  purvey  otherwise,  as  law 
may  guide  me.  Our  Lord  have  you  in  govern- 
ance. Written  at  Walsinijhain,  the  17th  dav 
of  May. 

Your  Friend.  The  LORD  Si 


Wabtagbam,  Friday,  17  Mav. 

1454.      32  II.  IV. 


a 


1  The  concluding  part   of  the   settlement  ou<,'ht 

not    t'i  rsr.-qH-     our    <  il^i-i  \  atiuti ,    wlii-n-    th'1     forty 

JUT  annum   settled  on  the  is^uc  malf  i*  to  de- 

iiriid  uiKni  the  irood  behaviour  of  Mich  issue  to  the 


2  Palgrave  by  Swaflhum,  when;  J.   I'.i 
manor. 

3  Thomas  Txird  Srale*.  \\hosi-  daughter  and  hi-i 
afterwards     married    Sir    Anthony    \Vid\illc. — Th 
1-tter  is  written  by  his  secretary. 
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ET  T  E  R   LXIII.— (XVII.  vol.  i.  p.  77.) 


[This  letter  is  from  William  Botener,  or 
Worcester  [see  Letter  Ixxxii.],  a  retainer  of 
Sir  John  Fastolfs,  to  John  Paston,  and  con- 


tains merely  the  news  of  the  day,  political 
arid  private  occurrences  of  no  general  interest 
at  the  present  time.] 


LETTER    LXIV.— (XLIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  203.) 

We  find  about  this  time  several  alliances  proposed  to  the  family  for  their  daughter  Elizabeth,  none  of  which 
as  yet  took  place.  This  of  Scroope  seems  to  have  been  approved,  not  only  by  the  young  lady  herself,  but 
likewise  by  her  mother  and  friends,  though  conditionally  that  a  better  could  not  be  obtained.  She  after- 
wards married  Robert  Poynings,  &c.  ["So  y<- his  londe  stande  cleer" — this  seems  to  have  been  the  one 
thing  needful  in  all  the  negotiations  for  marriage.] 

To  John  Paston  be  this  letter  delivered. 


SON,  I  greet  you  well,  with  God's  blessing 
and  mine,  and  I  let  you  weet  that  my  cousin 
Clere  writted  (wrote}  to  me  that  she  spake 
with  Scroope  after  that  he  had  been  with  me 
at  Norwich,  and  told  her  what  cheer  that  I 
had  made  him  ;  and  he  said  to  her  he  liked 
well  by  the  cheer  that  I  made  him. 

He  had  such  words  to  my  cousin  Clere, 
that,  less  than  (unless}  ye  made  him  good 
cheer  and  gave  him  words  of  comfort  at  Lon- 
don, he  would  no  more  speak  of  the  matter. 

My  cousin  Clere  thinketh  that  it  were  a 
folly  to  forsake  him  less  than  ye  know  of  one 
other  as  good  or  better ;  and  I  have  assayed 
your  sister,  and  I  found  her  never  so  willing 
to  none  as  she  is  to  him ;  if  it  be  so  that  his 
land  stand  clear. 

I  sent  you  a  letter  by  Brawnton  for  silk, 
and  for  this  matter  before  my  cousin  Clere 
wrote  to  me,  the  which  was  written  on  the 
Wednesday  next  after  Midsummer  Day. 

Sir  Harry  Inglose  is  right  busy  about 
Scroope  for  one  of  his  daughters. 


I  pray  you  forget  not  to  bring  me  my  money 
from  Orwellberry,  as  ye  come  from  Lon- 
don, either  all  or  a  great  part ;  the  due  debt 
was  at  Christmas  last  past,  nothing  allowed, 
11.  14*.  Sd.  arid  at  this  Midsummer  it  is  51. 
more  ;  and  though  I  allow  him  all  his  asking, 
it  is  but  I/.  6s.  Qd.  less,  but  I  am  not  so  ad- 
vised yet.  As  for  the  friar,  he  hath  been  at 
Saint  Benet's,  and  at  Norwich,  and  made 
great  boast  of  the  suit  that  he  hath  against 
me,  and  bought  many  boxes,  to  what  intent 
I  weet  never;  it  is  well  done  to  beware  at 
London,  in  dread  if  he  bring  any  syse  (writ  of 
assize}  at  St.  Margaret's  (20//t  July}  time. 

I  can  no  more,  but  Almighty  God  be  our 
good  Lord,  who  have  you  ever  in  keeping. 
Written  at  Oxnead  in  great  haste,  on  the 
Saturday  next  after  Midsummer. 

By  your  mother, 

AGNES  PASTON. 

Oxnead,  Saturday,  29th  of  June, 
1454.     32  H.  VI. 


LETTER    LXV.— (L.  vol.  iii.  p.  205.) 

In  several  letters  we  have  seen  Agnes  Pastou  in  the  character  of  an  active  woman,  attentive  to  her  children, 
and  her  own  private  affairs,  but  in  this  she  appears  to  no  great  advantage  as  a  mother,  her  treatment 
of  a  daughter,  now  a  woman,  seems  harsh  and  unseemly,  even  for  the  age  in  which  it  happened,  though 
then  the  parental  authority  was  carried  to  very  different  lengths  to  what  it  is  in  these  days.  We  havebeforo 
seen  in  the  articles  under  which  the  Earl  of  Warwick  took  charge  of  the  king's  person,  that  he  required, 
and  had  granted,  a  power  to  chastise  his  royal  pupil.  This  same  lady,  in  her  directions  to  Master  Greenfield 
(in  letter  cvii.),  prays  him  to  belash  her  son  Clement  well,  "  if  he  hath  not  done  well,  nor  will  not  amend." 
These  manners  of  the  age  therefore  being  considered,  we  shall  be  the  less  surprised  at  this  now  seemin°lv 
severe  behaviour  towards  her  daughter.  Elizabeth  Clcre's  reflections  upon  it  do  her  credit,  and  assurer's 
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that  she  thought  the  young  lady's  treatment  from  her  mother  very  improper,  as  tending  to  force  her  into 
measures  which  mi^ht  occasion  much  uneasiness  to  her  family  and  friends. 

To  my  cousin,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


TRI-STY  and  well-beloved  cousin,  I  commend 
me  to  you,  desiring  to  hear  of  your  welfare 
and  good  speed  in  your  matters,  the  which  I 
pray  Godsend  you  to  hisplesaunce  (pleasure) 
and  to  your  heart's  ease. 

Cousin,  I  let  you  weet  that  Scroope1  hath 
been  in  this  country  to  see  my  cousin  your 
sister,  and  lie  hath  spoken  with  my  cousin 
your  mother,  and  she  desireth  of  him  that  he 
should  show  you  the  indentures  made  between 
the  knight  that  hath  his  daughter  and  him, 
whether  that  Scroope,  if  he  were  married  and 
fortuned  to  have  children,  if  those  children 
should  inherit  his  land,  or  his  daughter,  the 
which  is  married. 

Cousin,  for  this  cause  take  good  heed  to  his 
indentures,  for  he  is  glad  to  show  you  them, 
or  whom  ye  will  assign  with  you;  and  he 
saith  to  me  he  is  the  last  in  the  tayle  (entail) 
of  his  livelihood  the  which  is  three  hundred 
and  fifty  marks  (233/.  6*.  8d.)  and  better,  as 
Watkin  Shipdam  saith,  for  he  hath  taken  a 
compt  (an  account)  of  his  livelihood  divers 
times;  and  Scroope  saith  to  me  if  he  be 
married  and  have  a  son  and  heir,  his  daughter 
that  is  married  shall  have  of  hislivelihood  fifty 
marks  (33/.  6*.  8d.)  and  no  more ;  and  there- 
fore, cousin,  meseemeth  he  were  good  for  my 
cousin  your  sister  with  that  (without  that)  ye 
might  get  her  a  better  ;  and  if  ye  can  get  a 
better  I  would  advise  you  to  labour  it  in  as 
short  time  as  ye  may  goodly,  for  she  was  never 
in  so  great  sorrow  as  she  is  now-a-days,  for  she 
may  not  speak  with  no  man,  whosoever  come, 
ne  not  (neither)  may  see  nor  speak  with  my 
man,  nor  with  servants  of  her  mother's,  but 
that  she  beareth  her  an  hand  otherwise  than  she 
meaneth  ;  and  she  hath  since  Easter  the  most 
})art  been  beaten  once  in  the  week  or  tuice, 
and  sometimes  twice  on  ;i  day.  and  her  head 
broken  in  two  or  three  places.  Wherefore, 
cousin,  she  hath  sent  to  me  by  Fryar  Newt  (in 
in  great  eoimsel.  and  prayeth  me  that  I 
would  send  to  you  a  letter  of  her  hea\ 

1  Th'-r.-  \\.ns  ,-i  noble  f  \mily  of  this  name  at  this 
lime,  but   whether  the   gentleman  here  mentioned 
was  a  branch  of  it  or  not.  does  not  appear.     I 
probably  the  *ou  of  MiUiwnt.  the  wife  of  Sir  Join 
1-artolf. 


and  pray  you  to  be  her  good  brother,  as  her 
trust  is  in  yon;  and  she  saith  if  ye  may  see 
by  his  evidences  that,  his  children  and  hers 
may  inherit,  and  she  to  have  reasonable  join- 
ture, she  hath  heard  so  much  of  his  birth  and 
his  conditions,  that  and  (if)  ye  will  she  will 
have  him,  whether  that  her  mother  will 
or  will  not,  notwithstanding  it  is  told  her 
his  person  is  simple  (plain),  for  she  saith 
men  shall  have  the  more  dainty  [deyute]*  of 
her,  if  she  rule  her  to  him  as  she  ought  to  do. 
Cousin,  it  is  told  me  there  is  a  goodly  man 
in  your  inn,  of  the  which  the  father  died 
lately,  and  if  ye  think  that  he  were  better  for 
her  than  Scroope,  it  would  be  laboured,  and 
give  Scroope  a  goodly  answer,  that  he  be  not 
put  off  till  ye  be  sure  of  a  better;  for  he  said 
when  he  was  with  me  but  if  (unless)  he  have 
some  comfortable  answer  of  you  he  will  no 
more  labour  in  this  matter,  because  he  might 
not  see  my  cousin  your  sister,  and  he  saith  he 
might  have  seen  her  and  she  had  been  better 
than  she  is ;  and  that  causeth  him  to  deem 
that  her  mother  was  not  well  willing;  and  so 
have  I  sent  my  cousin  your  mother  \\  ord ; 
wherefore,  cousin,  think  on  this  matter,  for 
sorrow  oftentime  causeth  women  to  beset  them 
otherwise  than  they  should  do,  and  if  sin 
in  that  case,  J  wot,  well  ye  would  lie  - 
cousin,  I  pray  you  burn  this  letter,  that 
men  nor  none  other  men  see  it ;  for  and  (if) 
my  cousin  your  mother  knew  that  I  had 
you  this  letter,  she  sh-nild  never  hive  me.  No 
more  I  write  to  you  at  this  time,  but  i 
Ghost  have  you  in  keeping.  Written  in 
haste,  on  Saint  Peter's  day.  by  c.u.dle  1! 
By  your  cousin, 

Kl.I/.AHKTU  Cl  I 

St.  Peter'-   I 
Saturday.  29th  o* 
.lune.     1454.       32 
II.  VI 

a  [}•,  .:,ty,"bnt  thi-.: 

the  ri^ht  word.     We  Know   of  in.  authority   1. 

eh  a  translation.     The  w.  rd  is  more  prolwbly 
int-nded  for  dut\ ,  i.  0.  think  her  the  more  dutiful.] 

:'.  Ciere   was  the   daughter  and  heir  of 
Thorn  t.  >"  Norfolk, 

and    now  the   wid" 
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LETTER    LXVI.—(LI.  vol.  Hi.  p.  21 1.) 

The  ward  hero  mentioned,  I  should  suppose,  was  Thomas  Fastolf  of  Ipswich,  of  whom  Sir  John  Fastolf  (in 
his  letter  to  J.  Paston,  dated  llth  of  November,  1454)  so  much  wished  to  have  obtained  the  guardianship. 
This  transaction  might  have  happened  previously  to  Sir  John's  letter  in  June,  1454,  or  in  the  December  fol- 
lowing in  the  same  year,  as  Saint  John  Baptist's  day  is  in  the  former,  Saint  John  Evangelist's  day  in  the  latter 
month,  but  the  exact  date  is  immaterial.  [It  is,  however,  probably  December  28,  as  that  was  the  Saturday 
preceding  Saint  John  the  Evangelist  in  1454.]  The  letter  presents  us  with  a  curious  instance  of  the  methods 
used  to  obtain  and  secure  the  persons  of  minors,  and  shows  us  the  warlike  manner  in  which  those  travelled, 
who  supposed  they  should  meet  with  any  resistance.  The  taking  of  a  child  like  the  ward  with  them,  when 
most  probably  the  real  ward  was  conveyed  another  way,  was  an  ingenious  artifice  to  deceive  those  who 
might  lay  in  wait  to  attack  them,  and  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  his  person. 

Unto  my  right  worshipful  master  Paston  be  this  bill  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved  master,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  you,  desiring  to  hear  of 
your  good  prosperity  and  welfare ;  and  as 
touching  for  Sir  Philip  Wentford, 1  he  rode 
unto  London  ward  upon  Saint  John's  day, 
and  on  the  evening  afore  he  sent  to  my  master 
for  to  have  some  of  his  men  for  to  ride  with 
him  to  Colchester,  and  for  because  he  should 
not  have  no  suspicion  to  me,  I  rode  myself 
and  a  fellow  with  me ;  and  he  rode  with  an 
hundred  horse  with  jackets2  and  salets3,  and 
rusty  haubergeons ; 4  and  there  rode  with 
him  Guybon  of  Debenham,  and  Timperley, 
and  all  the  fellowship  that  they  could  make ; 
and  Guybon  .  said  that  he  would  indict  as 
many  as  he  could  understand  that  were  of  the 
other  party  ;  and  Long  Bernard  was  there  also, 
and  he  made  Sir  Philip  Wentford  to  turn 
again,  and  made  every  man  to  bend  their 
bows  and  alight  down  off  their  horse,  for  to 

1  Though  this  name  is  here  written  Wentford,  I 
rather  believe  it  means  Sir  Philip  Wentworth,  of 
Nettlested,  in  Suffolk,  who  married  Mary,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Clifford. 

2  The  jack  or  jacket,  was  a  military  vestment, 
calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  body,   composed  of 
linen  stuffed  with  cotton,  wool,  or  hair  quilted,  and 
commonly  covered  with  leather. 

3  A  salet  was  a  light  helmet  of  various  construc- 
tion. 

4  The  haubergeon  was  a  coat  composed  either  of 
plate  or  chain-mail  without  sleeves.     For  a  fuller  ac- 
count and  view  of  these  the  reader  is  referred  to  Mr. 
Grose's  accurate  '  Treatise  on  Ancient  Armour  and 
Weapons.'  Quarto,  1785. 


weet  and  (if)  any  man  would  come  against 
them  ;  and  he  said  how  he  should  not  let  his 
way  neither  for  Sir  John  Fastolf,  nor  for  Pas- 
ton,  nor  for  none  of  them  all. 

And  as  for  the  ward  he  was  not  there,  but 
there  was  had  another  child  like  him,  and  he 
rode  next  him,  and  when  that  he  was  two 
miles  beyond  Colchester,  he  sent  him  home 
again  with  a  certain  meny  (fellowship)  ;  and 
Sir  Philip  Wentford,  and  Guybon  of  Deben- 
ham, and  Timperley,  and  Bernard,  they  took 
a  man  of  Stratford,  a  sowter  (a  shoemaker), 
and  his  name  is  Pearson,  and  they  inquired 
him  of  every  man's  name  of  the  other  party  ; 
and  he  told  them  as  many  as  he  could  ;  and 
they  bade  him  inquire  further  for  to  know  all ; 
for  they  desired  of  him  for  to  inquire  as  far 
as  he  could,  and  he  should  have  well  for  his 
labour.  No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  the 
Holy  Ghost  have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written 
at  Hadley,  the  Saturday  after  Saint  John's 
day,  and  I  beseech  you  heartily  recommend 
me  to  my  master  Alblaster. 
By  your  man, 

R.  DOLLAY.5 

Hadley,  in  Suffolk, 

Saturday,  29th  of  June, 

or  28th  of  December,  1454. 

32  or  33  H.  VI. 


5  R.  Dollay  seems  to  have  been  a  servant  belonging 
to  some  one  of  the  party  opposed  to  J.  Paston,  in  J. 
Paston' s  interest. 
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LETTER    LXYII.— (LII.  vol.  iii.  p.  215.) 

lulmnnd   succeeded  his  grandfather,  Reginald  Lord  Grey,  of  ftuthyu,  hi  1441.     In  1464  lie  was  appointee 
Lord  Treasurer  to  Edward  IV.  and  the  next  year  created  Earl  of  Kent.     He  died  in  1489.     The  baronv  o 


llnthvn  is  now  in  the  Earl  of  Sussex.     [It  is  now,  1840,  vested  in  the  Baroness  Grey  de  Ruthyn,  married 
the  Marquis  of  Hastings.]     These  letters  discover  to  us  the  great  attention  paid  by  families  to  the  prop 
disposition  of  the  female  branches  in  suitable  and  advantageous  marriages.     [But  i"n  this  case  a  subseque 
letter  shows  Lord  Grey  was  only  labouring  for  his  own  private  interest;  and  the  following  letter  fron 
J.  Paston  seems  not  to  place  any  great  degree  of  confidence  in  him.] 

To  my  trusty  and  weOrbeloved  John  Paston,  Esqtrire,  he  tJiis  letter  delivered. 


TRUSTY  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  commend 
me  to  you,  certifying  you  that  and  (z/*)  your 
sister  lie  not  yet  married,  I  trust  to  God  I  know 
that  where  she  may  be  married  to  a  gentleman 
of  300  marks  (200/.)  of  livelihood,  the  which 
is  a  great  gentleman  born,  and  of  good  blood, 
and  if  ye  think  that  I  shall  labour  any 
farther  therein,  I  pray  you  send  me  word  by 
the  bringer  of  this  letter,  for  I  have  spoken 


with  the  parties,  and  they  have  granted  rm 
that  they  will  proceed  no  farther  therein  till 
I  speak  with  them  again,  and  therefore  I  praj 
you  send  me  word  in  haste  how  that  ye  will 
be  disposed  therein,  and  God  have  you  in  hi- 
keeping.  Written  at  Ampthill,  the  llth  day 
of  July  last  past. 

By  EDMOND  GREY, 
Lord  of  Hastings,  Watford,  and  Ruthyn. 


N.I).  At  the  bottom  of  this  letter,  in  the  hand-writing  of  John  Paston,  is  the  followin"  memorandum  — 
"  Librat.  pf.  Will*.  Aleyn  Valotf.  ilfi  dili  xiiij.  Julij  A",  xxxij".  II.  VI." 


LETTER    LXVIIL— (LIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  217.) 

The  following  is  transcribed  from  a  copy  of  the  original  letter  (in  J.  Paston's  own  hand)  which  he  had  seat  tc 
Lord  Gray;  it  was  preserved  with  the  preceding  one  of  his  Inrdship  to  J.  Paston.  lie  sinus  himself  in 
this  letter  not  only  a  kind  brother,  but  one  who  was  attentive  to  his  si-ter's  \\elfare,  lor  though  thi> 
alliance  came  recommended  by  a  nobleman,  who  assured  him  that  the  gentleman  pru;'..>ed  was  not  only 
•well  born  but  had  an  handsome  livelihood,  yet  he  would  give  no  positive  an-.wer  till  he  knew  for  whom  the 
application  was  made,  and  in  what  county  hi>  estate  was  situated.  This  letter,  being  only  a  cop} 
concluding  subscription. 

The  I^ord  Grey. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  my  right  good  lord, 
I  recommend  me  to  your  good  lordship,  and 
whereas  it  pleased  your  lordship  to  direct 
your  letter  to  me  for  a  marriage  for  my  poor 
sister  to  a  gentleman  of  your  knowledge  of 
:;mi  marks  (200/.)  livelihood,  in  case  she 
were  not  married ;  wherefore  I  am  greatly 


bound 


service;    for  SOOt h, 


my  lord,  she  is   not   married,    nor  insured  to 
no  in. in  ;   then-  is  and   hath  been  divers  timrs 
and    late,   communication  of  such    marriages 
Avith  diver.-,   genilemen  not  determined  ., 
and  whether  the  gentleman  that  jrourlonUhip 


meanerh  of  be  om-  of  thorn  or  nay  I   doubt  : 

and  whereas  your  said  letter  specifieth  that  I 

should  send  you  word  whether  I  though*  you 

should  labour   farther  in  the   matter  or  nay. 

In  that  my  lord  I  dare  not  presume  to  write 

so  to  you  without  1   knew    the   u-entleman's 

name;    notwithstanding,    my    lord, 

take   upon   me,  with  the   advice   of  other   of 

her  friends,  that  she  shall  neither  be  married 

nor  insured  to  no  creature,  nor  farth.  f 

in   no  such   matter,    before   the    feast  of  the 

Assumption   of  cur    Lady    (lf)//i  of 

next  coming,  during  which  time  your  lord- 
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ship  may  send  me,  if  it  please  you,  certain 
information  of  the  said  gentleman's  name, 
md  of  the  place  and  country  where  his 
livelihood  lieth,  and  whether  he  hath  any 
Children ;  and  after  I  shall  demean  me  in 
the  matter  as  your  lordship  shall  lie  pleased; 
for  in  good  faith,  my  lord,  it  were  to  me 
»reat  joy  that  my  said  poor  sister  were, 
according  to  her  poor  degree,  married  by 


your  advice,  trusting  then  that  ye  would  be 
her  good  lord. 

Right  worshipful  and  my  right  good  lord, 
I  beseech  Almighty  God  to  have  you  in  his 
keeping.  Written  at  Norwich,  the  15th  day 
of  July. 

Norwich,  Monday,  15th  of  Julv, 
1154.    32H.VI. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    LXIX.— (LIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  221.) 

By  the  conversation  that  had  passed  between  my  Lord  Grey  and  Billing,  we  find  that  his  lordship  had  his 
own  interest  in  view  in  the  match  he  had  proposed  to  John  Paston  tor  his  sister,  but  on  finding  that  his 
ward  was  not  willing  to  give  up  to  him  the  lady's  fortune,  he  would  proceed  no  farther  in  the  proposal. 
Some  part  of  this  account,  however,  appears  obscure. 

To  my  right  worshipful  brother,  John  Pas  ton.,  be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  brother,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  desiring  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 
Billing1  the  serjeant  hath  been  in  his  couri- 
Iry,  and  he  came  to  London  this  week  ;  he 
sent  for  me  and  asked  me  how  I  fared ;  I 
told  him  here  is  pestilence  ;  and  said  I  fared 
the  better  (that)  he  was  in  good  hele  (health) 
for  it  was  noised  that  he  was  dead  ;  a  toke 
(he  took)  me  to  him,  and  asked  how  my 
sister  did,  and  I  answered  well,  never  better  ; 
lie  said  he  was  with  the  Lord  Grey,  and  they 
talked  of  a  gentleman  which  is  ward  to  my 
lord :  I  remember  he  said  it  was  Harry  Grey 
that  they  talked  of;  and  my  lord  said,  "  I 
was  busy  within  this  few  days  to  a  maryd 
(hare  married)  him  to  a  gentlewoman  in 
Norfolk,  that  shall  have  400  marks  (266/. 
13*.  4rf.)  to  her  marriage,  and  now  he  will 
not  be  (q?  buy2)  me,  for  400  marks  would 
do  me  ease,  and  now  he  would  have  his 
marriage  money  himself,  and  therefore,  quoth 
lie,  he  shall  marry  himself  for  me." 

These  words  had  my  lord  to  Billing,  as  he 
told  me,  he  understood  that  my  lord  laboured 
for  his  own  avail ;  and  counselled  to  bid  her 
be  wise ;  and  I  thanked  him  for  his  good 
counsel. 

I  sent  you  an  answer  of  your  letter  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf's  coming  home  as  he  told  me 
himself,  nevertheless  he  bode  (staid)  longer 

1  Thomas  Billing  was  made  a  serjeant  in  1453, 
and  about  1469  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Bench. 

a  [Perhaps  be  me  for  be  with  me — agree  with  me.] 


than  he  said  himself  he  should  ado  (hare 
done). 

He  told  me  he  should  make  an  end  be- 
twixt Scroop3  and  my  sister  while  he  is  in 
Norfolk  ;  many  would  it  should  not  prove, 
for  they  say  it  is  an  unlikely  marriage. 

In  case  Cressener4  be  talked  of  any  more, 
he  is  counted  a  gentlemanly  man  and  a 
worshipful,  ye  know  who  is  most  worshipful 
better  than  1  ;  at  the  reverence  of  God  draw 
to  some  conclusion,  it  is  time. 

My  Lord  Chancellor5  come  not  here, 
since  I  came  to  London,  neither  my  Lord  of 


My  Lord  of    Canterbury7  hath   received 


3  Scroope  was  a  widower,  and  most  probably 
much  older  than  the  lady,  and  therefore  it  is  spoken 
of  as  an  unlikely  (dispruportwned)  marriage.  He 
was  the  son-in-law  of  Sir  John  Fastolf. 

*  Who  Cressener  was  I  cannot  discover. 

5  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  was  appointed 
chancellor  in  April,  1454. 

6  This  must  be  either  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke 
of  York,  or  William  Booth,  who  was  translated  to 
the  province  of  York  in  1452,  from  Coventry  and 
Litchfield. 

7  Thomas  Bourchier  was  elected  by  the  convent 
to  the  archiepiscopal   see  of  Canterbury  in  April, 
1454,  from  the  see  of  Ely.    He  lived  fifty-one  years 
after  his  first  consecration,  dying  in  1486,  after  he 
had  been  archbishop  thirty-two  years.     No  English- 
man ever  continued  so  long  a  bishop,  nor  has  any 
archbishop  either  before  or  since  his  time  enjoyed 
this  dignity  so  many  years.      [The  present  Arch- 
bishop of  York    already  nearly  equals  this.     He 
was  consecrated  in  1791,  forty -nine  years,  and  has 
been  archbishop  since  1807,  thirty-three  years. 
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his  cross,  and  I  was  with  him  in  the  king's 
chamber  when  lie  made  his  homage  ;  I  told 
Harry  Wilton  the  demeaning  betwixt  the 
king  and  him,  it  were  too  long  to  write. 

As  for  the  priest  that  did  arrest  me,  I 
cannot  understand  that  it  is  the  priest  that 
ye  mean. 

Here  is  great  pestilence  j1  I  purpose  to  flee 
into  the  country.  My  Lord  of  Oxford2  it 
come  again  fro  the  sea,  and  he  hath  gotten 
him  little  thank  in  this  country  ;  much  more 
thing  I  would  write  to  you,  but  I  lack  leisure. 


Harry  Wilton  saw  the  king.  My  Lord  of 
Ely3  hath  done  his  few  the  (faith  or  fealty}. 
God  have  you  in  his  blessed  keeping. 

Written  at  London,  on  the  Friday  before 
our  Lady's-day  4  the  nativity,  in  great  1 
I  pray  recommend  me  to  my  sister  and  to 
my  cousin  Clere. 

Ry  your  brother, 

WILLIAM  PASTON.  5 

London,  Friday,  6th  of  September, 
1151.     33  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LXX.— (LV.  vol.  iii.  p.  22-3.); 

On  the  back  of  this  letter,  in  an  ancient  hand,  is  written  as  follows  : — "  Sr  Jo.  Fastolf  willing  to  have  marled 
T.  Fastolf  to  one  of  the  daughters  of  Jo.  Paston  if  he  had  obteyued  the  wardshipp  of  hym."  This  Thomas 
Fastolf  appears  by  the  pedigrees  of  the  family  to  have  been  the  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas  Fiistolf  of 
Ipswich,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir  John  liraham,  Knt.,  and  cousin  to  Sir  John  Fastolf. 
He  was  at  this  time  about  ten  years  old,  as  appears  by  a  subsequent  letter,  where  his  mother  complains 
of  those  who  had  obtained  the  wardship  of  him,  endeavouring  to  make  lain  younger  than  he  was,  that 
they  might  keep  longer  possession  of  his  livelihood.  In  1465  she  says  he  was  above  twenty-one  years  old. 
This  is  a  very  curious  letter,  as  it  affords  us  a  true  representation  of  the  address  made  use  of  to  jret  possession 
of  a  minor,  not  only  that  the  management  of  his  estate  might  be  in  the  hands  of  the  guardian,  but  likewise 
the  power  of  marrying  him  to  whom,  and  on  what  terms,  he  pleased.  In  this  case  the  match  proposed 
a  to  have  been  a  proper  one  if  the  young  people,  whose  inclinations  were  never  consulted  on  these 
occasions,  happened  to  approve  of  each  other;  it  they  did  not,  they  were  lx>th  perhaps  rendered  mi 
during  their  lives.  This  power  of  marrying  the  ward,  when  under  the  direction  of  a  covetous  or  bad 
guardian,  was  often  most  shamefully  abused;  and,  tyrannical  as  it  was,  it  continued  in  force  till  tl 

iiarles  II.  I  should  suppose  that  Sir  .1.  Fastolf  did  not  accomplish  his  purpose,  l>oth  from  what  the 
mother  of  the  young  man  complains  of  in  the  letter  above  alluded  to,  and  from  no  maniage  taking  place 
between  him  and  a  daughter  of  J.  Paston. 


To  the  worshipful  and  my  right 

WORSHIPFUL  and  right  well-beloved  cousin, 
I  commend  me  to  you ;  like  you  to  weet  that 
I  have  received  a  letter  at  this  time  from 
John  Bocking,  with  a  copy  of  the  patent 
concerning  the  wardship  that  ye  wote  of,  by 
which  I  understand  that  ye  have  both  wrought 
and  holpen,  by  your  great  wisdom,  to  bring 
this  matter  about  which  I  desired  your  friend- 
ship and  good  advice  for,  the  surety  of  the 
said  ward  ;  and  for  expedition  of  which  I 
thank  you  right  heartily,  ;md  pray  you  to 
continue  forth  your  good  labours  in  the  s  ime. 
in  -uc.h  wise  as  it  may  be  made  sure  in  ;ill 
though  it  cost  me  the  more  of  my 
good. 

And  whereas  it  is  remembered  me  by  the 
said   letters   that    I  should   labour  to   get    the 

1   I   do  not  find   this  year   marked  as  a  year  of 

••  li\  "ur  hUtorians. 

3  John    <!•'•    \en-    Marl    of    Oxford,   beheaded    in 
14*1. 


well-beloved  cousin,  John  Paston. 

j  said  ward  into  my  go\crnance,  truly  I  can- 
not see  how  I  could  do  it  to  be  done,  for  I 
have  none  acquaintance  in  that  country  that 
I  could  trust  to,  without  the  sheriff  might  be 
my  tender  friend  in  this  cause,  or  other  such 
;H  ye  think  best;  wherefore  I  pray  you  heartily 
ti>  take  thi-;  matter  tenderly  to  heart,  and  that 
ye  like  (tn)  seek  a  mean  of  such  friends  as  ye 
can  be*t  ad\ise.  ;ind  may  verily  trust  upon, 
to  guide  this  matter  in  such  wise  as  mine  in- 
tent might  be  sped  for  the  possession  of  it; 
for  now  that  I  have  gone  BO  far  in  the  matter. 


3  William  (iray.aman   of  noble   birth  and  gTWt 

le:. ruing  :  lie  continued  bi-*hop  of  Kly  till  147S, 
when  he  died  at  Downham  in  Norfolk,  and  was 
buried  in  his  own  cathedral. 

*    Mh  of  SeptemlNT. 

•'  William     I'  M    fourth    son    of   Sir 

William  Pa*ton.  the  judue  ;  ami  having  been  artead) 

ii.    h.td  a    |  .ml  >ii    lor  all  treasons,    &c., 

und.T  tl.,  .dated  Ifith  of  July,  U68.    8 

K.  IV. 
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I  would  not  it  failed  for  no  good,  but  (that) 
it  proved  well  and  took  to  a  good  conclusion. 
And  whereas  I  have  understood  lately,  by 
certain  well-willers  to  you  ward,  which  have 
moved  me,  that  in  case  the  said  ward  might 
be  had  that  ye  desire  an  alliance  should  take 
atwixt  a  daughter  of  yours  and  the  said  ward ; 
of  which  motion  I  was  right  glad  to  hear  of, 
and  will  be  right  well  willing  and  helping 
that  your  blood  and  mine  might  increase  in 
alliances ;  and  if  it  please  you  that  by  your 
wisdom  and  good  conduct  that  ye  would 
help  bear  out  this  matter  substantially  against 
my  party  contrary  and  evil-willers  that  I 
might  have  mine  intent,  I  ensure  you  ye  and 
I  should  appoint  and  accord  in  such  wise  as 
ye  should  hold  you  right  well  pleased  both, 
for  the  increasing  of  your  lineage  and  also  of 
mine ;  and  I  pray  you  beware  whom  ye 
make  of  your  counsel  and  mine  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  that  it  may  be  well  bore  out  ere  ye 
come  thence,  and  in  a  sure  way ;  and  if  I  had 


known  rather  (earlier)  of  your  intent,  it 
should  have  cost  me  more  of  my  good  before 
this  to  have  come  to  a  good  conclusion, 
which  I  promise  yet  shall  be  and  (if)  the 
matter  take,  by  the  faith  of  my  body. 

Worshipful  and  right  well-beloved  cousin, 
I  pray  God  speed  you  in  this  matter,  and 
send  you  your  good  desires.  Written  at 
Caister,  the  llth  day  of  November,  in  the 
33d  year  of  King  Henry  VI. 

Your  cousin,  JOHN  FASTOLF. 
Caister, 

Monday,  11  Nov.  1454.    33  H.  VI. 

Item,1  cousin  I  pray  you  when  ye  see  time, 
that  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,2  and  my  Lord 
Cromwell3  may  be  spoken  with  for  the  goods 
of  my  Lord  Bedford,  being  in  divers  men's 
hands,  be  compelled  to  be  brought  in,  as  ye 
shall  see  more  along  (at  large)  of  this  matter, 
with  the  writings  that  I  have  made  mention 
(of)  and  left  with  John  Booking  and  William 
Barker. 


LETTER    LXXL— (LVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  231.) 

On  the  back  of  the  letter  is  written  in  an  ancient  hand,  "The  said  Jo.  Paston  allyed  to  Sl  Jo.  Fastolf  by  his 
wife,  vidz.  Mrgarett  Mauteby,  p'ut  patt.  infra."  We  have  in  this  letter  an  instance  of  the  desire  of  acquiring 
the  wardship  of  rich  minors,  in  order  to  make  advantageous  marriages  for  the  families  of  those  who  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  care  of  them.  Who  the  ward  was  is  not  here  mentioned,  but  the  young  lady  alluded 
to,  and  whom  T.  Howys,  in  pleasantry,  I  suppose,  used  to  call  his  wife,  must  have  been  either  Anne  or 
Margery,  daughters  of  J.  Paston,  the  elder  of  whom  could  not  have  been  at  this  time  more  than  ten  years  old. 
[There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  ward  was  the  J.  Fastolf  mentioned  in  preceding  letter.  Thomas  Howys 
was  an  agent  for  Sir  J.  Fastolf  and  the  present  letter  is  dated  from  Caister.  See  letter  xxix.  p.  20.] 

To  the  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  good  master,  John  Paston,  at  London,  in  haste. 

him ;  and,  Sir,  my  master  was  glad  when  he 
heard  that  mean,  considering  that  your 
daughter  is  descended  of  him  by  the  mother's 
side  ;  and,  Sir,  I  have  inquired  after  the  said 
child,  and  no  doubt  of  but  he  is  likely  and  of 
great  wit,  as  I  hear  by  report  of  sundry  per- 
sons ;  arid  it  is  so,  as  I  am  credibly  informed, 
that  Jeffrey  Boleyn4  maketh  great  labour  for 
marriage  of  the  said  child  to  one  of  his 
daughters;  I  would  well  to  him,  but  better  to 
you ;  wherefore  that  ye  diligently  labour  for 
expedition  of  this  matter,  that  in  case  ye  can 


WORSHIPFUL  and  reverend  Sir,  and  my  good 
master,  I  recommend  me  to  you  in  as 
diligent  wise  as  on  my  part  appertaineth, 
arid  please  you  to  weet  that  my  master  was 
right  well  pleased  with  your  faithful  labour 
in  fulfilling  the  patent  for  the  ward  of  A.  B.  C. 
and  he  will  faithfully  labour  as  ye  have  ad- 
vised him  by  writing  of  John  Booking  ;  and 
(to)  put  my  master  in  more  courage,  I  moved 
to  him  upon  mine  head,  that  in  case  be  the 
child  were  wise,  that  then  it  were  a  good  mar- 
riage between  my  wife  your  daughter  and 

1  This  relates  to  the  money  due  .to  Sir  John  Fastolf 
from  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  as  his  share  of  the  ransom 
paid  by  the  Duke  of  Alen9on,  who  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  battle  of  Verneuil  in  1424.  See  Letter  xci. 
p.  70,  and  the  notes  thereto. 

'  Thomas  Bourchier  was  elected  from  the  see  of 
Ely  to  the  archiepiscopal  dignity  in  April  this  year. 


3  Henry  Lord  Cromwell. 

4  Sir  Jeffrey  Boleyn  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
1457,  and  at  this  time  had  tsvo  daughters,  Isabel, 
afterwards  married  to  William  Cheyney,  Esq.  and 
Anne,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Heydon,  of 
Baconsthorpe,  Knt.    This  Jeffrey  was  great  grandfa- 
ther to  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  the  Queen  of  Henry  VIII. 
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iind  any  mean  there  to  have  the  said  child, 
and  we  shall  do  faithfully  our  diligence  in 
like  wise  here,  as  ye  advise  us,  &c. 

And,  Sir,  as  ye  think  with  advice  of  my 
master,  Yelverton,  Jenney,  and  others  my 
master's  counsel  therein,  that  the  sheriff 
may  be  rewarded,1  and  if  my  said  master's 
counsel  think  it  be  to  (be)  done,  that  then 
ye  like  to  take  an  action11  upon  an  atteint, 
which  ye  must  with  them  take  upon  you  at  this 
time  in  my  master's  absence,  for  as  ye  do  in 


that  matter  he  will  hold  him  content,  for 
William  Barker  hath  an  instruction  of  my 
master's  intent  upjii  the  same.  And  I  send 
John  Barker  a  copy  of  the  panel,  which  I 
showed  you  at  Caister,  &c. 

Almighty  Jesu  have  you  eternally  in  his 
merciful  governance.  Written  at  Caister  the 
Wednesday  next  alter  Saint  Martin,  aruio  33 
(H.  VI.)  THOMAS  Howvs. 

Caister,  Wednesday,  13  Nov.  1454. 
33  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LXXII.— (XVII.  vol.  i.  p.  81.) 

This  short,  though  curious  letter,  conveys  to  us  a  very  particular  account  of  the  king's  disorder  from  him- 
self;    he  mentions  his  total  loss  of  memory,  which,  from  the  circumstances  hen-  related,  .i]  pears  to  have 
commenced  about  October  1453,  and  to  have  continued  till  Christmas,  1454.     From  this  letter,  likev. 
may  form  a  true  judgment  of  this  king's  character  and  disposition  as  to  charity,  devotion,  and  mee/. 

To  my  well-beloved  cousin,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  well-beloved  cousin,  I  recommended 
me  to  you,  letting  you  weet  such  tidings  as 
we  have. 

Blessed  be  God,  the  king  is  well  amended, 
and  hath  been  since  Christmas  Day  ;  and  on 
.Saint  John's  day  commanded  his  almoner  to 
ride  to  Canterbury  witli  his  offering,  and  com- 
manded the  secretary  to  offer  at  Saint  Edward's. 

And  on  the  Monday  afternoon  the  Queen 
came  to  him,  and  brought  my  Lord  Prince3 
with  her,  and  then  he  asked  what  the  prince's 
name  was,  and  the  queen  told  him  Edward; 
and  then  he  held  up  his  hands,  and  thanked 
God  thereof. 

And  he  said  he  never  knew  him  till  that 
time  ;  nor  wist  not  what  was  said  to  him,  nor 
wist  not  where  he  had  been,  whilst  he  hath 
been  sick  till  now ;  and  he  asked  who  were 
godfathers,  and  the  queen  told  him,  and 
he  was  well  apaid  (content). 

And  she  told  him  that  the  cardinal4  was 
dead;  and  he  said,  he  knew  never  thereof  till 
that  time  ;  and  he  said,  one  of  the  wisest  lords 
in  this  land  was  dead. 

*  [This  word   seems  here  to   be  used   ironically. 
The   nature  of  the  affair    does    not  appear,  but  it 
«  \  idently  had  no  reference  to  the  wardship.] 

'•*  An  action  of  attaint  lies,  after  judgment,  against 
»  jury  that  hath  yiven  a  false  verdict  in  any  Court  of 
Kecord.  if  the  riebt  ordama»«'sare  abo\. 

3  I'rinee  Kdward  was  born  at  Westminster,  in  Oc  - 
tober,  1453.  32  II.  VI. 

*  John    Kemp,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Car- 
dinal. &r.  died  <in  the  I'L'ud  of  March,  1453. 

5  William  de  Waintleet,  Lord  HishopofWi 


And  my  Lord  of  Winchester5  and  my  lord 
of  Saint  John's6  were  with  him  on  the  morrow 
after  Twelfthday,  and  he  spake  to  them  as  well 
as  ever  he  did;  and  when  they  came  out 
they  wept  for  joy. 

And  he  saith  he  is  in  charity  with  all  the 
the  world,  and  so  he  would  all  the  lords  were. 

And  now  he  saith  matins  of  Our  Lady,  and 
evensong,  and  heareth  his  mass  devoutly. 

And  Richard  shall  tell  you  more  tidings  by 
mouth. 

I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  my  Lady 
Morley,  and  to  Master  Prior,  and  to  my 
Lady  Felbrigg,  and  to  my  Lady  Hevening- 
ham,  and  to  my  cousin  your  mother,  and  to 
my  cousin  your  wife. 

Written  at  Greenwich,7  on  Thursday  after 
twelfthday.  By  your  cousin, 

EDMUND  CLERE. 


Greenwich, 
Thursday,  10th  of 
January',  1454. 

,1    VI. 


6  Robert  Botill,  Lord  Prior  of  St.  John's  of  Jerusa- 
lem, in  Middlesex. 

:  Greenwich  was  at  this  time  the  residence  of  the 
court,  in  which  Kdmund  Clere,  the  writer  of  thin 
letter,  had  an  appointment.  lie  was  a  youn- 
of  John  Clere,  by  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  1'l.ilip 
Hr.inch,  Kni-ht.  and,  by  the  j;ift  of  his  mother,  pos- 
:  manors  and  e>taU-s  in  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk. Thisanrientfamih  :  Ormshy  in 
Norfolk.  The  letter  has  the  impression  of  a  rose 
on  the  seal. 
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LETTER    LXXIII .— (LVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  233.) 

Though  Sir  Johu  Fastolf  know  the  meaning  of  these  scornful  words  mentioned  in  this  letter,  we  at  this  dis- 
tance  of  time  shall  find  a  difficulty  in  explaining  them.  They  seem  to  signify,  that  Sir  John  was  a  gascou, 
(a  boaster,')  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  beware  of  him,  as  those  who  eat  at  his  table  were  often  deceived 
by  him  to  their  cost.  At  the  time  that  this  spirited  letter  was  dictated  by  him  and  written  by  his  secretary, 
he  was  nearly  eighty  years  of  age  ;  we  see,  however,  the  youthful  ardour  of  the  veteran  soldier  rekindling 
at  the  insulting  language  used  in  his  absence  to  defame  his  character. 

To  my  right  trusty  ami  ivell-beloved  cousin,  John  Paston,  in  goodly  haste. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved  cousin,  I  com- 
mend me  to  you  ;  and  please  you  to  weet  that 
I  am  advertised  that  at  a  dinner  in  Norwich, 
where  as  ye  arid  other  gentlemen  were  pre- 
sent, that  there  were  certain  persons,  gentle- 
men, which  uttered  scornful  language  of  me, 
as  in  this  wise  with  more,  saying,  "War  the 
gosune,  war,  and  go  we  to  dinner,  go  we 
where?  to  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  arid  there  we  shall 
well  pay  therefore."  What  their  meaning 
was  1  know  well  to  no  good  intent  to  me 
ward ;  wherefore,  cousin,  I  pray  you,  as  my 
trust  is  in  you,  that  ye  give  me  knowledge  by 
writing  what  gentlemen  they  be  that  had  this 


report  with  more ;  and  what  more  gentlemen 
were  present,  as  ye  would  I  should  and  (it) 
were  my  duty  to  do  for  you  in  semblable  (si- 
milar] wise.  And  I  shall  keep  your  inform- 
ation in  this  matter  secret ;  and  with  God's 
grace  so  purvey  for  them  as  they  shall  not  all 
be  well  pleased.  At  such  a  time  a  man  may 
know  his  friends  and  his  foes  asunder,  &c. 

Jesu  preserve  and  keep  you,  written  at 
Caister,  the  7th  day  of  February,  in  the  33rd 
year  of  King  Henry  VI. 

JOHN  FASTOLF,  Knight. 
Caister, 

Thursday,  7  Feb.  1454.    33  II.  VI. 


LETTER   LXXIV.— (LVIII.  Vol.  iii.  p.  237.) 


[This  letter,  is  from  John  Martin,  abbot 
of  St.  Benedict's,  in  the  parish  of  Ludham, 
Norfolk,  dated  March  17,  1454-55,  contain- 
ing an  invitation  to  J.  Paston  to  dinner, 


written,  not  in  the  style  of  a  scholar  or  an 
ecclesiastic,  but  in  the  polite  manner  of  a 
man  of  the  world  and  gentleman.] 


L  E  T  T  E  R   LXXV.—  (LIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  239.) 

We  have  often  seen  Margaret  Paston  in  the  character  of  the  attentive,  careful,  and  obedient  wife;  we  here 
view  her  as  the  tender  and  disconsolate  one.  Her  sorrow  for  her  husband's  displeasure  at  her  "  simple- 
ness  "  is  expressed  in  the  most  artless  and  affectionate  manner  ;  could  he  "  bere  hevynesse  in  his  hert  ayens 


her"  after  this  letteV  ? 


To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  beseeching  you  that  ye  be  not  dis- 
pleased with  me,  though  my  simpleness 
caused  you  for  to  be  displeased  with  me ;  by 
my  truth  it  is  not  my  will  neither  to  do  nor 
say  that  should  cause  you  for  to  be  displeased, 
and  if  I  have  done  (iV),  I  am  sorry  thereof, 
and  will  amend  it ;  wherefore  I  beseech  you 
to  forgive  me,  and  that  ye  bear  none  heaviness 
in  your  heart  against  me,  for  your  displeasure 
should  be  too  heavy  to  me  to  endure  with. 

I  send  you  the  roll  that  ye  sent  for,  en- 
sealed,  by  the  bringer  hereof;  it  was  found  in 


your  trussing  coffer. l  As  for  herring, 2  I 
have  bought  an  horse-load  for  4*.  6d.  I  can 
get  none  eels  yet ;  as  for  bever 3  there  ig 
promised  me  some,  but  I  might  not  get  it  yet. 

1  [Clothes  chest.] 

3  These  herrings  and  eels  were  for  their  Lent 
provision,  and  this  letter  was  probably  written  in 
1454,  when  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent  was  March  10. 

3  [Bever  is  generally  explained  as  a  meal  between 
dinner  and  supper ;  the  term  is  still  used  among 
farming  labourers  in  Essex  for  the  luncheon  between 
breakfast  and  dinner ;  but  it  cannot  be  used  in  any- 
such  sense  here,  nor  can  it  be  used  for  beverage — 
drink.] 
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I  sent  to  Joan  Petche  to  have  an  answer  for 
the  windows,  for  she  might  not  come  to  me  ; 
and  she  sent  me  word  that  she  had  spoken 
thereof  to  Thomas  Ingham,  and  he  said  that 
he  should  speak  with  you  himself,  and  he 
should  accord  with  you  well  enough,  and  said 
to  her  it  was  not  her  part  to  desire  of  him  to 
stop  the  lights;  and  also  lie  said  it  was  not 
his  part  to  do  it,  because  the  place  is  his  but 
for  years. 


And  as  for  all  other  errands  that  ye  have 
commanded  for  to  be  done,  they  shall  be  done 
as  soon  as  they  may  be  done.     The  I.! 
Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Written  at  Norwich,  on  the  Monday  next 
after  Saint  Edward. 

Yours, 

MARGARET  P ASTON. 
Norwich,  Monday, 
March,  1454.    33  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LXXVI.— (XIX.  Vol.  i.  p.  W 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  by  the  earl's  secretary,  and  simied  in  the  same  hand,  "  Ric  Erie 
Warwyke  ;"  it  has  no  date,  but  was  most  probably  written  before  the  civil  wars  openly  broke  out  between 
the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  It  is  in  the  plural  style,  as  we  and  our,  &c. 

To  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend.  Sir  Thomas  Tottenham.1 


HIGIIT  trusty,  and  well-beloved  friend,  we 
greet  you  well,  heartily  desiring  to  hear  of 
your  welfare,  which  we  pray  God  preserve  to 
your  heart's  desire ;  and  if  it  please  you  to 
hear  of  our  welfare,  we  were  in  good  health  at 
the  making  of  this  letter,  praying  you  heartily 
that  ye  will  consider  our  message,  which  our 
chaplain,  Master  Robert  Hopton,  shall  inform 
you  of;  for.  as  God  knoweth,  we  have  great  | 
bu.si  iirss  daily,  and  have  had  here  before  this  I 
time,  wherefore  we  pray  you  to  consider  the 
purchase  that  we  have  made  with  one  John 


1  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  born  in  1399,  was  tin- 
second  son  of  Sir  Robert  Todenham,  but,  by  the 
death  of  his  elder  brother,  became  his  hi-ir,  and  re- 
sided ;it  Oxbursjh  in  Norfolk.      NVhiM  nii'l 
HIT,  lie   married   Ajnies,  daughter  of  .loir 
house,  Esq.,  and  in  1  1-0,  alter  a  full  hearing  of  the 

>  nn,  before  the  Chancellor  of  Norwich,  the 
I*rior  of  Lynn,  &c.,  he  was  divorced  from  her,  on 
proof,  and  "on  her  own  confession,  of  adultery;  and 
had  power  to  marry  airain.  She  had  In-fore  this  left 
him,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her  conviction  a  nun 
professed,  at  Crabhouse,  in  'Wi^enhall,  in 
The  close  of  his  life  was  still  more  mi  fort 
in  February,  1401,  l  K.  IV.  John,  Karl  of  Oxford, 
:,is"  son  and  heir,  this  Sir  Thomas  Toden- 
ham. John  ('lopt.iii,  .lohn  Montgomery,  and  Willi.un 
Tyrrel,  Ksqrs.,  W.T.-  ;irr.--'  -d  by  John  Karl  of 
stable  of  BngUni,  on  suspicion  of 


Worcestei 

haiim;    recohrd    letter-    •  I,    ipieen    of 

and    beiiiy    convicted    in    court    before 

the  said  Earl  of  Worcester,  were  all   In-headed  (ex- 


Swyffhcote  (Sottthcote},  Esquire,  of  Lincoln- 
shire of  *  88/.  by  the  year,  whereupon  we 
must  pay  the  last  payment  the  Monday  next 
after  St.'  Martin's  Day  (\\th  of  November), 
which  sum  is  458/.  wherefore  we  pray  you 
with  all  our  heart,  that  ye  will  lend  us  ten 
dr  twenty  pounds,  or  what  the  said  Master 
Robert  wants  of  his  payment,  as  we  may  do 
for  you  in  time  for  to  come,  and  we  shall 
send  it  you  again  afore  New  Year's  Day 
with  the  grace  of  God,  as  we  are  a  true 
knight.3 


cept  C'loptou  I  on  Tower  Hill,  on  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1461. 

*  It  is  to  be  wished  that  this  letter  had  mentioned 
the  sum  already  paid,  as  we  could  then 
determined  the  purchase  money  for  an  estate  < 

:  th.-  repayment  of  the  mm 
the  time  fixed  is  by  his  knighlht>od,  a  sa< 
in  that  a-e  of  chnalry.     Sir  Thomas  was  a  man  of 

properly,  and  rich  in  money  likewise.       M 
Ilalbm,  inlii's  'View  of  th- 

the  Middle  A»fs.'  iii.  4.'>2,  is  inclined  to  think  th 
application  was  one  of  many  addressed  by  the  Kai 
of  Warwick  to  his  adherer  urpose  < 

raising  a  considerable  sum. 

as  to  the  purpose  for  which  !  and  the 

promise  of  «o  •peedy  a  repayment,  is  ajrainst  the 
supposition.     T  ipon  which  we 

have  before  rcmark.il,  seems  to  us  a  sufficient  cause, 
without  search: 
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For  there  is  none  in  your  country  that  we 
might  write  to  for  trust  so  well  as  unto  you, 
for,  as  we  be  informed,  ye  be  our  well 
wilier,  and  so  we  pray  you  of  good  continu- 
ance. 

Wherefore  we  pray  you  that  ye  consider 
our  intent  of  this  money,  as  ye  will  that  we 
do  for  you  in  time  to  come,  as  God  knoweth, 
who  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Written  at  London,  on  All  Soul's    day, 


within  our  lodging  in  the  Grey  Friars,1  with- 
in Newgate. 

RICHARD  EABL  OF  WARWICK. 
London, 

2nd  of  November,  before 
1455.     34H.VI. 

The  seal  of  this  letter  is  of 
red  wax,  on  which  is  the 
bear  and  ragged  staff,  the 
badge  of  this  nobleman,  with 
his  motto,  the  whole  very  fair 
and  curious,  and  around  it  is 
a  braid  of  twine. 


LETTER,  LXXVII.— (XX.  vol.  i.  p.  89.) 

This  letter  is  written  by  the  secretary,  and  signed  by  the  Earl  himself;  it  has  no  date  of  the  year,  but  was 
certainly  written  before  1460,  for  in  that  year  the  "Earl  presented  Richard  Cheyne  to  the  rectory  of  Little 
Snoring,  which  was  an  appurtenant  to  the  manors,  and  which,  when  this  letter  was  written,  had  been  lately 
purchased.  This  and  the  preceding  letter,  though  they  contain  nothing  curious  in  themselves,  yet  deserve 
a  place  in  this  collection,  as  being  perhaps  the  only  private  letters  extant  of  this  nobleman,  who,  from  his 
great  power  and  authority,  was  called  the  King  Maker ;  and  from  his  large  possessions  and  magnificent 
style  of  living,  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick.  He  was  the  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
and  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  de  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  on  the  death  of  Anne 
Countess  of  Warwick  (the  only  child  of  her  brother  Henry  Duke  of  Warwick)  in  her  infancy,  became 
heir  to  the  honours  and  inheritance  of  her  family.  Richard,  in  right  of  his  lady,  assumed  the  title  of  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  in  1449  obtained  a  confirmation  of  it  from  Henry  VI.  In  1460  he  succeeded  his  father  as 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Barnet,  on  Easter-day  147 1 .  [They  also  incidentally  show, 
what  we  have  previously  remarked  on,  the  great  scarcity  of  money  ;  and  also  the  desire,  not  yet  extinct, 
of  the  aristocracy  to  add  to  their  landed  property,  doubtless  as  a  means  of  extending  their  influence.] 

To  the  worshipful  and  my  right  trusty  friend,  John  Past  on,  Esquire. 


WORSHIPFUL  and  my  right  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  friend,  I  greet  you  well,  and  foras- 
much as  I  have  purchased  of  the  worshipful 
and  my  well-beloved  friend,  Prior  of  Wal- 
singham,2  two  manors  in  Little  Snoring  with 
the  appurtenances  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
which  manors  be  cleped  (called)  Bowie's  arid 
Walcote's. 

I  desire  and  heartily  pray  you  that  ye 
will  show  to  me,  and  my  feoffees  in  my  name, 
your  good  will  and  favour ;  so  that  I  may  by 
your  friendship  the  more  peaceably  enjoy 
my  aforesaid  purchase. 

And  moreover  I  pray  you  to  give  credence 
in  this  matter  to  my  well-beloved  chaplain 


1  The  Earl  of  Warwick  lodged  at  his  house  in  the 
Grey  Fryers  when  he  came  to  London,  by  the  king's 
desire,  in  February,  1458,  to  meet  the  lords  of  the 
opposite  party  on  amicable  terms. 

a  Thomas  Hunt  was  prior  from  1437  to  1474. 


Sir  John  Southwell,  bearer  of  this  my 
letter. 

And  in  the  same  matter  to  be  my  faithful 
friend,  as  my  great  trust  is  in  you  ;  wherein 
ye  shall  do  to  me  a  singular  pleasure,  and 
cause  me  to  be  to  you  right  good  lord,  which 
some  time  shall  be  to  you  available  by  the 
grace  of  God,  who  preserve  you  and  send 
you  welfare. 

Given  under  my  signet  at  Middleham,3 
the  23d  day  of  August. 


Middleham, 
23d  of  August,  before  1460.     38  II.  VI. 


3  The  lordship  of  Middleham  in  Yorkshire  came 
to  the  family  of  Nevile  by  the  marriage  of  Robert 
de  Nevile  with  Mary,  the  "daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Ralph  Fitz-Randulph. 
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'LETTER  LXX  VIII.— (XXI.  vol.  i.  p.  93.) 

hi  sletter  of  the  Duke  of  York,  written  by  his  secretary,  with  his  title  at  the  top.  and  in  ihe  regal  style,  was 
most  probably  sent  when  he  was  Protector  of  the  Kingdom  in  1454,  or  1-155.     It  is  scaled  on  red  wax,  with 
his  own  signet,  having  the  arms  of  France  and  England  quarterly,  and  a  label  of  three   points  a 
charged  with  nine  torteauxes.    The  purport  of  the  first  part  of  it  is  to  thank  J.  I'aston  for  some  s 
done  by  him,  in  regard  to  some  disputes  which  the  prior  and  convent  of  Walsingham  had  had  relative  t  > 
some  estates.    Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  &c.,  father  of  Edward  IV.  Protector  of  the  Kingdom 
under  Henry  VI.  was  slain,  when  very  near  the  summit  of  his  wishes,  the  throne,  in  the  battle  of  Wakefield. 
in  December  146",  having  been  imprudently  tempted  out  of  his  castle  of  Sandal,  by  the  menaces  and 
defiances  of  Queen  Margaret.    He  married  Cecily,  daughter  of  Ralph  Nevile,  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  and 
sister  to  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  father'of  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 

To  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esquire. 


THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 

RIGHT  trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you 
heartily  well.  And  of  your  benevolence, 
aid,  and  tender  love  by  you,  at  the  instance 
and  at  the  reverence  of  us,  to  our  right  trusty 
and  well-beloved  in  God,  the  prior  and 
convent  of  the  house  of  our  Lady  of  Walsing- 
ham,  of  our  patronage,  in  such  matters  as 
they  had  ado1  (business)  for  certain  livelihood 
by  them  claimed  to  belong  unto  the  said 
house,  favourably  and  tenderly  showed,  as 
heartily  as  we  can  we  thank  you.  And 
desire  and  pray  you  of  your  good  continuance. 

And  as  far  as  right,  law,  and  good  con- 
science will,  to  have  in  favourable  recom- 
mendation such  persons  as  (have}  been,  or 
shall  be,  committed  to  take  possession  and 


seisin,  in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  our  full 
worshipful  nephew,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in 
and  of  the  manors  and  lordships  of  Bowle't 
and  Walcote's,  with  the  appurtenances,  in 
Little  Snoring,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  a-? 
our  great  trust  is  unto  you.  And  God  have 
you  in  his  keeping. 

Given  under  our  signet,  at  our  cast  i 
Sandal,  the  19th  day  of  August. 


Sandal  Castle, 
19th  of  AiiL'ust, 
1404, or  1455, 
32  or  33  H.  VI. 


LETTER    LXXIX.— (XXII.  vol.  i.  p.  97.) 

I  have  placed  this  and  the  following  letter  together,  as  they  both  contain  instructions  from  the  nobility  for 
returning  persons  of  their  nomination  as  knights  of  the  shire.  We  have  here  a  true  picture  of  the  depend- 
ency of  the  House  of  Commons  on  that  of  the  Lords.  Neither  of  the  letters  have  any  date  of  :! 
[Hut,  from  the  names,  it  clearly  refers  to  the  election  afterwards  noticed  by  John  Jenny  (Letter  Ixxxiii  '. 
The  dependence,  however,  was  not  so  complete  as  Sir  John  Fenn  asserts,  at  least  in  this  county,  for  it 
seems  that  John  Howard  was  strongly  objected  to,  and  we  know  that  even  in  these  disturbed  times  the 
House  of  Commons  occasionally  showed  great  independence,  and  proved  that  they  were  not  of  tin;  king's 
"  menyall  s' vaunts.''  In  Nov.,  1-455,  the  same  House  of  Commons  iu-Uted  on  its  riuht  of  taking  part  in 
the  nomination  of  a  protector,  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  and  after  n-r 
proceed  to  any  other  business  till  this  demand  was  settled,  had  the  right  allowed.  (See  '  Pictorial  History  of 
England,1  vol.  ii.  p.  23.)] 

To  our  right  trusty  a/id  uvll-Moved  John  Paston,  Esq. 


TIIK  Di  CIIF.SS  OK  NORFOLK. 
HK.HT  trusty  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you 
heartily  well  ;  and  forasmuch  as  it  is  thought 
right  necessary  for  diverse  causes  that  my 
lord  hav<-  at  this  time  in  the  parliament  such 
persons  as  belong  unto  him,  and  be  of  his 

1  [Ado  is  to  do.} 


menial  servants;  wherein  we  conrvivr  your 
goodwill  and  diligence  shall  be  right  expe- 
dient; we  heartily  desire  and  pray  you  that, 
at  the  contemplation  of  these  our  letters,  as 
our  special  trust  is  in  you,  ye  will  give  and 
apply  your  voice  unto  our  right  well-beloved 
cousin  and  servants,  John  Howard,  and  Sir 
Hti_rt  r  C'hanibfrlayn.  to  be  knights  of  the 
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shire ;  exhorting  all  such  others  as  by  your 
wisdom  shall  now  be  behoveful,  to  the  good 
exploit  and  conclusion  of  the  same. 

And  in  your  faithful  attendance  and  true 
devoir  in  this  part  ye  shall  do  unto  my  lord 
and  us  a  singular  pleasure,  and  cause  us  here- 
after to  thank  you  therefore,  as  ye  shall  hold 


you  right  well  content  and  agreed  with  the 
grace  of  God,  who  have  you  ever  in  his  keep- 
ing. 

Written  at  Framlingham  Castle,  the  8th 
day  of  June. 

Framlingham  Castle, 
8th  of  June. 


LETTER    LXXX.— (XXIII.  vol.  i.  p.  99.) 

The  contents  of  this  letter  plainly  point  out  to  us  that  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
even  for  counties,  was  in  this  distant  age  influenced  by  the  great  and  leading  men  of  the  time.  We  have 
here  the  clearest  evidence  that  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  and  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
at  their  meeting  at  Bury  St.  Edmund's  in  Suffolk,  determined  who  should  be  returned  knights  of  the.shire 
for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  sent  their  instructions  accordingly.  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  at  this 
time,  seems  to  have  been  a  friend  to  the  Duke  of  York  :  this  letter  therefore,  must  have  been  written  previous 
to  the  Duke's  professed  design  upon  the  throne ;  for  in  that  contest  the  Earl  sided  with  the  house  of  Lan- 
caster, and  being  taken,  was  beheaded  in  1461,  the  first  year  of  Edward  IV.,  when  he  was  about  55  years 
old.  He  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Howard,  knight,  who  had  possessions  at 
Winch,  in  Norfolk.  The  names  of  the  two  candidates  to  be  elected  are  written  on  a  schedule,  or  strip  of 
paper,  which  is  fastened  to  the  original  letter  by  a  piece  of  wax.  [No  doubt  the  influence  of  great  and  lead- 
ing men  must  have  had  much  weight,  but  this  letter  goes  far  to  prove  that  it  was  effected  by  agreement  and 
compromise  among  the  leading  men,  and  does  not  greatly  militate  against  the  independence  of  the  house. 
Oxford  and  Norfolk  appear  here  to  have  each  nominated  one,  but  after  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  Norfolk's 
party  being  predominant,  he  names  both,  for  we  believe  this  letter  should  precede  that  of  the  Duchess  of 
Norfolk  just  given.] 

To  our  well-beloved  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  well  beloved,  I  greet  you  well ;  and  | 
as  touching  for  tidings  I  can  none,  saving  that 
my  Lord  of  Norfolk  met  with  my  Lord  of 
York  at  Bury  on  Thursday,  arid  there  were 
together  till  Friday  nine  of  the  clock,  and  then 
they  departed;  and  there  a  gentleman  of  my 
Lord  of  York  took,  unto  a  yeoman  of  mine. 
John  Deye,  a  token  and  a  sedell  (schedule}  of 
my  lord's  intent  whom  he  would  have  knights 
of  the  shire,  and  I  send  you  a  sedell  closed 


(schedule  enclosed}  of  their  names  in  this  same 
letter,  wherefore  me  thinketh  (it}  well  done  to 
perform  my  lord's  intent,  &c. 

Written  the  18th  day  of  October  at  Winch. 
OXENFORD. 

County  of  (Sir  WILLIAM  CHAMBERLAYN. 
Norfolk,  t  HENRY  GREY. 

Winch,  in  Norfolk, 
18th  of  October,  before  1435. 


LETTER    LXXXI.—  (XXIV.  vol.  i.  p.  101.) 

The  account  in  this  letter  refers  to  the  first  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  which  Rapin  says  was  fought  on  the  31st  of 
May,  1455,3311.  VI.,  but  which  all  our  other  historians  place  on  the  23rd  of  May.  This  letter  certainly 
fixes  it  before  the  25th  (Whitsunday)  ;  therefore  it  was  most  probably  fought  on  Friday  the  23rd.  History 
informs  us  that  Humphrey  Stafford,  Earl  of  Stafford,  and  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham", 
died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this  battle  :  when  this  letter  therefore  was  written  he  was  not  dead.  And 


That  the  statement  of  the  loss  is  an  absurd  exaggeration  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  force  on  either  si'de  it  seems 
was  far  from  large ;  that  of  the  Duke  of  York,  according  to  Whethamstede,  Abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  who  appears 
to  have  been  present,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  3000  men.  Hallam,  '  Middle  Ages,'  says,  "  surely  this 
testimony  outweighs  a  thousand  ordinary  chroniclers."] 

Unto  my  worshipful  and  well-beloved  cotisin,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  entirely  well-beloved 
Sir,  I  recommend  me  unto  you,  desiring 
heartily  to  hear  of  your  welfare. 

Furthermore  letting  you  weet,  as  for  such 


tidings  as  we  have  here,    such   three  lords 
be  dead,  the    Duke  of  Somerset,1  the  Earl 


1  Edmund  Beaufort  Duke  of  Somerset,  &c. ;  he  was 
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of  Northumberland,1  and  the  Lord  Clif- 
ford,3 and  as  for  any  other  men  of  name, 
I  known  one,  save  only  Quotton3  (Cotton)  of 
Cambridgeshire. 

As  for  any  other  lords,  many  of  them  be 
hurt,  and  as  for  Fenyngley  he  liveth  and 
fareth  well,  as  far  as  I  can  inquire,  &c. 

And  as  for  any  great  multitude  of  people 
that  there  was,  as  we  can  toll,  there  was  at 
most  slain  (x)  six  score;4  and  as  for  the  lords 
that  were  with  the  king,  they  and  their  men 
were  pilled  (plundered}  and  spoiled  out  of  all 
their  harness  and  horses;  and  as  for  what  rule 
we  shall  have  yet  I  weet  not,  save  only  there 
l>e  made  new  certain  officers. 

My  Lord  of  York5  Constable  of  England  ; 


my  Lord  of  Warwick6  is  made  Captain  of 
Calais  ;  my  Lord  Burgchier7  is  made  Trea- 
surer of  England;  and  as  yet  other  tidings 
have  I  none. 

And  as  for  our  sovereign  lord,  tl tanked  be 
God  he  hath  no  great  harm. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  I  pray  you 
send  you  this  letter  to  my  Mistress  Paston 
when  ye  have  seen  it ;  praying  you  to  remem- 
ber my  sister  Margaret  against  the  time  that 
she  shall  be  made  a  nun. 

Written  at  Lamehith  (iMtnbeik)  on  Whit- 
sunday,8 &c. 

By  your  cousin,  JOHN  CKAXE. 

Lambeth, 
Whitsunday.25th  of  May,  1455.  33  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LXXXIJ.— (XXV.  vol.  i.  p.  105.) 

This  letter,  written  in  the  beginning  of  June,  gives  a  plain  narrative  of  tin-  st;:te  of  affairs  respecting  both 
parties,  immediately  alter  the  first  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  which  was  fought  on  the  Lj:;rd    -'2»<i]  of  M;< 
William  Worcester,  the  son  of  William  de  Worcester,  and  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Botoner,  was 
born  at  Bristol,  about  the  year  1415,  3  II.  V.  was  educated  at  Oxford,  &r.  at  the  expense  of  Sir  John 
It',  Kt.  with  whom  he  afterwards  lived  at  Caister  in  Norfolk,  and  to  whom  he  was  esquire,  historian, 
aii'l  executor.     He  sometimes  styled  himself  William  Botoner,  and  at  other  times  William  Botoner,  al's 
Worcester.     He  was  a  man  of  neat  application  to  learning,  versed  in  various  sciences,  and  indefati. 
the  study  of  the  antiquities  of  this  kingdom.     He  wrote  many  works,  and  was  alive  in  1480. 

To  William  Worcester  be  thit  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


SIH,  I  recommend  me  to  you,  and  as  for 
tidings  ye  may  inform  mine  master,  that  for 
new  there  is  none  but  that  he  hath  knowledge 
of. 

lint  that  the  king,  the  queen  and  the 
prince,  remove  to  Hertford  to-morrow  with- 
out fault ;  my  Lord  of  York  5  to  the  Fryers 
at  Ware  ;  my  Lord  of  Warwick6  to  Hunsdon; 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury9  to  Rye :  and  there 
they  shall  abide  to  the  time  the  parliament 
s.10 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham11  is  come  in, 


some  years  Regent  of  Normandy,  and  in  this  battle 
commanded  the  royal  armv. 

1  Henry  I'erey  Karl  of  Northumberland,  had  been 
•  irite  with  Henry  V.,  and  continued  a  loyal  and 
faithful  subject  to  his  "son  Henry  VI.  :  when  slain  he 
was  about  sixty  years  < 

''  Thomas  Clifford  Lord  riiiTord. 

3  William    (Juotton    or  Cotton,   of   Landwade,   in 
('amlirid-e>)iin-.  v  ,  rlain  to  Henry  \  1. 

4  IB  (he  Original   letter  the  x  is  struck  out,  and  AJ 


and  sworn  that  he  shall  be  ruled,  and  dnnv 
the  line  with  them:  and  theretohe  and  his 
brothers  be  bound  by  recognizance  in  notable 
sums  to  abide  the  same. 

The  Earl  of  Wiltshire12  sent  to  the  lords. 
from  a  place  of  his  called  Petersfield,  a 
desiring  to    know    if  he   should    come    and 
abide  about  the  king's  person  as  he  did  I 
and  if  he  should  not.    then  that   they  would 
license  him  to  go  into  Ireland,  an<: 
upon  his  lands,  &c.      And  before  this  done, 
the  lords  were  advised  to  have  made  h 


Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York.' 

Richard  Nevile,  KnrloJ  U.,, 

Henry  Bonrchier,  ^ 

\\hit-Minday  in  Hi 

Richard  Ne\il. 

The   parliament  was  sun 
Wednesday,  'Jth  of  July.  14&5. 

11  Humphry  Stafford   Duke  of  Buck. 
slain  at  Northampton  in  1460. 

IJ  James  Butler,  Karl  of  Wiltshire,  son  and  heir  of 
James  Butler,  Karl  ol  i)rn 
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do  as  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  hath  done 
and  no  more ;  but  what  that  will  fall  now 
thereof,  no  man  can  tell  as  yet. 

The  Baron  of  Dudley1  is  in  the  Tower, 
what  shall  come  of  him  God  wot. 

The  Earl  of  Dorset3  is  in  ward  with  the 
Earl  of  Warwick. 

It  was  said,  forsooth,  that  Harper  and  two 
other  of  the  king's  chamber,3  were  confede- 
rated to  have  sticked  (stabbed  )  the  Duke  of 
York  in  the  king's  chamber,  but  it  was  not 
so,  for  they  have  cleared  them  thereof.  But 
London  upon  the  same  tale  arisen,  [has  risen~\ 
and  every  man  to  harness,  on  Corpus  Christi 
even  (5th  uf  June),  and  much  ado  there  was. 

Sir  William  Oldhall  abideth  no  longer  in 
sanctuary  than  (till)  the  chief  justice  come ; 
for  (at)  that  time  he  shall  go  at  large  and 
sue  all  his  matters  himself,  &c. 

The  Baron  Dudley  hath  impeached  many 
men;  but  what  they  be  as  yet  we  cannot 
weet. 

Sir   Philip   Wentworth  was  in   the  field, 


and  bore  the  king's  standard,  and  cast  it 
down  and  fled ;  my  Lord  of  Norfolk4  saith 
he  shall  be  hanged  therefore,  and  so  is  he 
worthy :  he  is  in  Suffolk  now,  he  dares  not 
come  about  the  king.  . 

Edmund  Stendale  was  with  Wenlock  there 
in  the  field,  and  foully  hurt. 

Fylongley5  is  at  home  at  his  own  place 
with  his  wife,  and  shall  do  right  well,  but  we 
have  a  great  loss  of  his  absence  this  term,  for 
it  will  be  long  ere  he  come  this  term,  I  am 
afraid. 

All  the  lords  that  died  at  the  journey 
(battle)  are  buried  at  St.  Alban's. 

Other  things  be  none  here,  but  ye  shall 
see  by  Thomas  Scales'  letter  the  rule  of  the 
Frenchmen,  &c. 

God  speed  us  well  in  our  matters  this 
term,  I  pray  to  God,  who  have  you  in  his 
keeping,  &c. 

W.  B. 

London,  June,  1455. 
33H.VI. 


LETTER    LXXXIII.— (LX.  vol.  iii.  p.  241.) 

This  is  a  true  picture  of  modern  electioneering,  and  such  a  letter  might  be  written  from  any  county  or  town 
in  the  kingdom  during  the  time  that  a  choice  for  members  was  depending.  The  exact  date  of  this  letter 
cannot  be  ascertained ;  John  Jenney  was  member  for  the  city  of  Norwich  in  1452,  and  again  in  1477,  but 
if  this  letter  be  addressed  to  John  Paston  the  father,  (and  I  rather  think  it  is,)  it  must  have  been  written  I 
believe  about  1455,  when  a  parliament  was  summoned  to  meet  in  July.  John  Jenney,  indeed,  was  not  then 
returned,  but  that  does  not  signify,  as  he  seems  to  have  doubts  whether  he  should  be  so  or  not.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Wetherby,  the  rich  alderman  of  Norwich,  who  had  been 
mayor  in  1427,  and  1432,  and  representative  in  parliament  for  that  city  in  1437,  on  whose  decease,  in  1445, 
he  inherited  the  estate  at  Intwood,  in  right  of  his  wife.  He  was  afterwards  deputy  recorder  and  standing 
counsel  for  the  city,  and  died  in  1497.  [We  have  not  altered  Fenn's  arrangement,  though  we  have 
no  doubt  that  this  letter  refers  to  the  same  election  as  Letters  Ixxix.  and  Ixxx.  A  parliament  was 
summoned  to  meet  on  March,  6,  1452-3,  and  was  dissolved  Feb.  14,  1453-4.  The  next  parliament  met  on 
July  9,  1455,  and  sat  till  Jan.  14,  1455-6.  In  Oct.  1454,  a  new  parliament  being  expected,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  and  Earl  of  Oxford  agree  upon  two  candidates;  in  June,  1455,  the  Duchess  names  both,  and  in 
this  letter  it  appears  the  nomination  was  not  agreeable  to  the  freeholders.  Jenney  himself  observes,  "  sum 
men  holde  it  right  straunge  to  be  in  this  prlemt,  and  me  thinketh  they  be  wyse  men  that  soo  doo,"  which 
would  certainly  be  the  case  in  a  parliament  held  so  immediately  after  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's.] 

To  my  worshipful  master  John  Paston,  Esquire. 


MY  master  Paston,  I  recommend  me  to  you, 
and  where(as)  ye  should  be  informed  that 
I  should  say  to  Howard6  that  ye  laboured 

• Sutton,  Baron  Dudley. 

3  Henry  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Dorset,  son  and  heir 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Somerset.  He  is  here  styled 
only  Earl  of  Dorset,  though,  by  the  death  of  his 
father  at  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  he  was  now 
Duke  of  Somerset,  &c. 

3  Grooms  of  the  king's  chamber. 

4  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk ;  he  died  in 
1461. 


to  be  knight  of  the  shire,  I  [said  never  so  to 
him  ;  I  told  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  at  London 
that  I  laboured  divers  men  for  Sir  Roger 

5  He  appears  to  have  been  a  lawyer,  and  it  seems 
as  if  he  had  been  wounded  in  the  battle  of  St. 
Alban's.     [Is  he  not  the  Fenyngley  of   the  pre- 
ceding letter  ?] 

6  Howard    was  a  relation    to    John    Mowbray, 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  whose  character  here  appears  to 
be  that  of  a  man  who  often  talked  without  con- 
sideration. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


Chamberlayn,  and  they  said  to  me  they 
would  have  him,  but  not  Howard,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  no  livelihood  in  the  shire  nor  con- 
versement  (acijimintunce  or  intercourse}.  And 
I  asked  them  whom  they  would  have,  and 
they  said  they  would  have  you.  and  thus  I 
told  him ;  and  he  said  unadvisedly,  as  ho 
ran  do  full  well ;  I  might  not  say  ye  laboured 
therefore,  for  I  heard  never  say  ye  laboured 
therefore  by  the  faith  I  vowed  to  God. 

As  for  this  writ  of  the  parliament  of  Norwich, 
I  thank  you  that  ye  will  labour  therein;  as 
for  my  friends  there,  I  trust  right  well  all  the 
aldermen  except  Brown  *  and  such  as  be  in 
his  danger;'2  I  pray  you  speak  to  Walter 
Jeffery3  and  Harry  Wilton,4  and  make  them 


to  labour  to  your  intent.     I  pray  you  that  if 
ye  think  that  it  will  not  be,  that  "it  lik 
to  say  that  you  move  it  of  yourself,  and  not 
by  my  desire.    Some  men  hold  it  right  strange 
to  be  in  this  parliament,5  and  me  thinketh 
they  be  wise  men  that  so  do.     Writt 
Intwood,6  on  St.  John's  day,  in  haste. 

Your  servant, 

JOHN  JKN 


Intwood,  St.  John's  day, 

24th  of  June,  about  1  i5j. 

:i:j  II.  VI. 


LETTER    LXXXIV.— (XXVI.  vol.  i.  p.  109.)  1 

This  letter  shows  us,  how  the  Duke  of  York's  party  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blume  of  the  bat'l 
Alban's  upon  each  other:  and  that  the    parliament  accused  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  Thm. 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer,' and  William  Joseph,  Esq.,  as  the  cause  of  it,  they  ha\ii. 
said)  from  the  kin<;  a  conciliatory  letter  sent  for  him  by  the  Duke  of  York.    The  unsettled  sta; 
nation,  and  the  violent  commotions  of  the  times,  are  plainly  pointed  out. 

Unto  my  most  faithful  brethren ,  John  Bocking,and  //7//mw  Jl'orreste.r,  and  to  either  of  them. 


WORSHIPFI  L  Sir,  and  my  most  heartily  and 
best-l>eloved  brother,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you  in  more  lowly  wise  than  I  can  either 
think  or  write ;  and  with  all  my  service  and 
and  true  heart  thank  you  of  your  gentle 
letters,  full  brotherly  written  unto  me  at 
many  times  of  old,  and  especial  of  late 
time  passed.  And  truely,  brother,  I  thank 
Almighty  God  of  your  welfare,  of  the  which 
the  bearer  of  this  my  poor  letter  certified  me 
of,  &c. 

And,  Sir,  as  touching  all  manner  of  new 
tidings,  I  know  well  ye  an-  avarous  (eagerly 
./f\/VoMj?)  ;  truly  the  day  of  making  of  this 
letter  there  were  none  new.  but  such  (as)  I 
heard  of  ye  shall  be  served  withal. 

As   for  the  first,  the  king,    our   sovereign 

1  Richard  Brown  wan  mayor  of  Norwich  in  ll.'il, 
and  member  for  that  city  in  1 1»~>". 

•  This  means  tn  his  debt,  nml  therefore  under  his 
infiii' 

Walter  JefTery  was  under  .-herifT  of  Norv.  i.-h  in 
i  r.l,  145ft,  and  1469. 

4   Henry  Wilton  was  returned  with  .T.  .Vnney,  1 177. 
'•  Thi-    inn-'    refer    t;>    the    c  ,:  n    the 

-ter. 

me  afterwirds  by  purchase  to  the 
j  and  here  it  was  that,  LnlM9,  Sir  Thomas 


lord,  and  all  his  true  lords,  stand  in  health  of 
their  bodies,  but  not  all  at  hearts'  ease  as 
we. 

Amongst  other  marvel,  two  days  afore  the 
writing  of  this  letter  there  was  a  language 
between  my  Lords  of  Warwick7  and  Crom- 
well8 afore  the  king;  insomuch  as  the  Lord 
Cromwell  would  have  excused  himself  of  all 
the  stirring  or  moving  of  the  male  journey 
[evil  <%]9  of  St.  Alban's:  of  the  which 
excuse  making  my  Lord  Warwick  had  know- 
ledge, and  in  haste  was  with  the  king,  and 
swore  liy  his  oath,  that  the  Lord  Cromwell 
said  not  truth,  but  that  he  was  the  beginner 
of  all  that  join  in  \  al 

between  my  said  two  Lords  of  Warwick  and 
Cromwell  there  is  at  this  day  great  grudging, 

<;r.v,ham,  knijjht.  founder  of  the  K .,yil    Kx.  ' 
entertained  John  Dudley  '«f  Warwick, 

when   lie  marched   into    > 
rel>ol  tanner. 

•  Kichani   Noxilr.  irk. 

*  Henry  Stanlm]  .Ml. 

it  he  should   have 
•'le    to    render    the    French   mat 

jtntrnce.     Indeed;  .-'ly  like  our 

Waterloo,  the  dis- 
astrous day  at  Fontenoy  ] 
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insomuch  as  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  l  hath 
lodged  him  at  the  hospital  of  St.  James  * 
beside  the  Mews,3  by  the  Lord  Cromwell's 
desire,  for  his  safeguard. 

And  also  all  my  Lord  of  Warwick's  men, 
my  Lord  of  York's  men,  and  also  my  Lord 
of  Salisbury's  men,  go  with  harness,  and  in 
harness,  with  strange  weapons;  and  have 
stuffed  their  lords'  barges  full  of  weapons 
daily  unto  Westminster.  And  the  day  of 
making  of  this  letter  there  was  a  proclamation 
made  in  the  Chancery  on  the  king's  behalf, 
that  no  man  should  neither  bear  weapon  nor 
wear  harness  defensible,  &c. 

Also  the  day  afore  the  making  of  this 
letter  there  passed  a  bill  both  by  the  king, 
lords,  and  commons,  putting  Thorp,  Joseph, 
and  my  Lord  of  Somerset  in  all  the  default ; 
by  the  which  bill,  all  manner  of  actions  that 
should  grow  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  any 
offences  at  that  journey  done,  in  any  manner 
of  wise,  should  be  extinct  and  void,  affirming 


all  things  done  there  well  done ;  and  nothing 
done  there  never  after  this  time  to  be  spoken 
of;  to  the  which  bill  many  a  man  grudged 
full  sore  now  it  is  passed. 

And  if  I  might  be  recommended  unto  my 
special  master  and  yours,  with  all  lowliness 
and  true  service,  I  beseech  you  heartily  as  I 
can. 

And  also  to  my  brethren  Th.  Upton, 
Lodowick  of  Pole,  William  Lynd  Calyn 
(Lincoln),  and  John  Marshall. 

No  more,  but  our  lord  have  you  both  in 
his  perpetual  keeping. 

Written  at  London  on  St.  Margaret's  even 
in  haste ;  and  after  this  is  read  and  under- 
stood, I  pray  you  burn  or  break  (tear}  it, 
for  I  am  loath  to  write  anything  of  any  lord, 
but  I  must  needs,  there  is  nothing  else  to 
write.  Amen. 

Your  own  HENRY  WINDSOR. 

London,  Sunday,  St.  Margaret's  day, 
20th  of  July,  1455.    33  H.  VI. 


LETTER   LXXXV.— (LXI.  vol.  iii.  p.  245.) 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  in  an  ancient  hand  is  written,  "  The  Copie  of  Thearles  of  Warr  and  Salisbur  1're 
whereby  appere  The  Suspected  Life  of  Tudenh'm  Heydon  and  others."  The  persons  here  mentioned  were 
steady  Lancastrians,  and  I  suppose  immediately  after  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  fought  in  May,  applied  to 
the  Yorkists  for  that  protection  which  here  seems  to  have  been  granted  to  them.  This  protection  appears, 
however,  to  have  given  offence  to  some  of  their  own  party,  and  therefore  these  directors  of  the  king  and 
government  now  found  it  necessary  to  qualify  the  terms  granted  by  them  to  those  in  the  opposite  interest. 
These  protections  were  certainly  prudent,  and  showed  that  these  noblemen  well  understood  the  best 
methods  of  drawing  over  those  in  the  contrary  party  to  their  side.  [While  the  Yorkists  were  in  power  no 
acts  of  vengeance  were  committed  or  allowed.  It  was  thought  the  Lancastrians  had  suffered  sufficiently 
in  the  loss  of  so  many  of  their  leaders  in  the  battle,  and  the  avowed  principle  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was 
to  spare  the  lower  and  middle  classes  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  select  as  victims  only  the  nobility  and 
higher  classes,  both  in  the  battle-field  and  the  justice-courts.] 

The  Earls  of  March,  Warwick,  and  Salisbury. 

by  our  letters  and  divers  writings,  that,  no 
man  should  rob  or  despoil  Sir  Thomas  Toden- 
ham,  knight,  John  Heydon,  John  Wyndham, 
Harry  Todenham,  and  John  Andrews,  and 
others,  which  have  sued  to  us  for  our  said 
letters ;  we,  willing  to  eschew  that  any  per- 
son should  have  colour  by  our  said  letters  to 
noise  us,  or  any  of  us,  that  the  said  Sir 
Thomas,  John  Heydon,  John  Wyndham, 
Harry,  and  John  Andrews,  or  any  other  of 
suspected  fame  be  accorded  with  us,  or  any 
of  us,  for  such  wrongs  as  they  or  any  of  them 
have  done  to  us,  our  servants,  and  tenants,  or 
well-willers,  or  that  we  should  have  them  in 
tenderness  or  favour  to  discourage  true  peo- 


RIGHT  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well,  and 
where4  for  the  tender  love  that  we  have  to  the 
conservation  of  the  king's  peace,  laws,  and 
justice,  in  this  his  realm  of  England,  we  have 
commanded  the  king's  people  in  his  name, 


1  John  Talbot,  Earl   of  Shrewsbury,  (son  of  the 
famous  General  John  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,) 
was  lord  treasurer  in  1456,  and  fell  in  the  battle  of 
Northampton,  in   1460,  fighting  for  the  House  of 
Lancaster. 

2  Now  St.  James's  Palace. 

3  [A  place  for  the  keeping  of  hawks,  afterwards 
the  royal  stables,  and  the  site  of  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  the  barracks  of  the  foot-guards,  behind  the 
National  Gallery  at  Charing  Cross.] 

4  [Whereas  the  use  of  the  word  is  frequent.] 
VOL.  I. 
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pie  to  sue  against  them  by  the  law;  we  there- 
fore notify  to  you,  as  we  will  that  it  be  noti- 
fied to  all  people,  that  we,  nor  none  of  us, 
intend  not  to  favour  or  tender  them,  or  any 
other  of  suspected  fame,  but  rather  to  correct 
such  by  the  law,  for  we  made  our  said  letters 
solely  for  keeping  of  the  peace  and  justice, 
and  not  for  favour  of  suspected  conditions. 


And  the  Holy   Trinity  keep  you.     Written 

at  London,  the  23rd  day  of  July. 

To  all  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  BailiftV, 
Constables,  and  all  th 
Oflicers  and   Ministers  in  Nor- 
folk, and  each  one  of  them. 

London,  Wednesday,  23rd  of  Julv. 
1455.     33H.VI. 


LETTER    LXXXVI.— (LXII.  vol.  iii.  p.  247.) 

At  the  bottom  of  this  letter  is  written  in  a  hand  of  the  time,  "  Litt.  direct.  JohT  Paston  Tf  Michem  xxxiij  & 

xxxiiij  Henr.  sextl.,"  which  ascertains  the  date.     This  letter  contains  nothing  of  any   in. 

lx»in<j  written  by  a  learned  prelate,  I  thought  it  proper  to  insert  it.     John  Cliad-A 

of  Kind's  C'olli'L'f,   in    Cambridge,  and  succeeded  to  the  see  of  Lincoln  in  1452,  soon  after  which 

joined  in  commission  with  William  \Vaiiiflcet,  Bishop  of  NV.nehester,  for  reformimr  the  statutes  of  both  the 

colleges  built  by  Kin^'  Henry  VI.  at  Eton  and  Cambridge.     He  died  in  1471. 

To  the  worshipful  and  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esquire. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  well-beloved  Sir,  I 
commend  me  unto  you,  and  with  all  my 
heart  thank  you  for  the  great  labours  that  ye 
of  times  have  diligently  done  for  my  well- 
beloved  servant  John  Ode,  to  the  intent  that 
he  should  mowe  (be  able  to)  attain  to  enter 
and  enjoy  peaceably  his  inheritance,  as  I  am 
informed  due  unto  him ;  and  pray  you  of 
your  good  continuance,  certifying  you  that  I 
have  written  unto  Yelverton  the  justice,  that 
he  would  at  some  seasonable  time  commune 
with  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  knight,  and  to 
ofler  him  as  much  reason  as  it  shall  be  thought 
unto  him  and  to  you  that  law  will  in  that 
behalf  require,  praying  you  that  ye  will 
commune  with  the  said  Yelverton,  and  to 
conceive  betwixt  you  such  lawful  means  of 
guiding  of  this  matter  that  my  said  servant 
may  have  peaceably  without  great  trouble  his 
said  inheritance,  as  I  shall  in  case  semblable 
(similar*)  do  my  labou  unto  your  pleasance 
(pleasure*).  And  pray  you  that  of  the  dis- 
;on  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Todenham  in 


this  behalf  I   may   be  certified;    a 
preserve  you.     Written  at  London,  the  26th 
day  of  July. 

London. 

26th  of  Julv,  1455. 
33  II.  VI. 


J.  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 


LETTER    1A\\\  II.—  IAIII.  vol.  iii.p.  219.) 

ti  the  back  of  this  letter  is  the  f-dlowinj;  memorandum  in  nn  ancient  hand  :  "  A  Copio  of  the  Pnk. 
L'n-  wli'-l'  shcueth  yt  notable  iiijurie.-  x\er  c  >mytte,l    by  the    I.    N-.il.-s  atid  his  adhcrMtl.  'HT  was 

\\ritt.-n  at  a  time  when  the  kin-  w..-,  under  the  direction  of  the  Duke  of  1>  •'  1455, 

ruses  the  friemls  ,,:  i    IMMHU'  mill". 

fairly  shows  the  l.ehavi.-ur  of  UP 
raageof  tliose  who  h.ul  The   kiiiL'  in  their  power."    John    Mowhrnx.  Puk. 

ii.     1-rom   MK  h  orders  as  these,  issued  by  the  great  men>  we  can 

i,.-tterof  th.-';  "irlmlent  times  than  from  any  regular  h  [It  appears 

to  us,  on  the  contrary,  tlia:  .  -,  remarkable  moderation,  and  consequently  a 
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for  peace  and  justice  only.  Indeed,  it  is  extraordinary  how  small  an  effect  the  contests  of  the  rival  houses 
appear  to  have  produced  on  the  domestic  and  social  affairs  of  the  time,  as  is  proved  by  these  as  well  as 
all  other  contemporaneous  documents  referring  to  private  life,  a  clear  proof  that  the  war  was  carried  on  on 
both  sides  without  any  wanton  or  unnecessary  cruelties,  and  on  higher  principles  than  merely  factious  or 
self-interested  motives.  The  great  mischief  that  was  occasioned  by  these  civil  wars  was  the  diverting  of 
the  energies  of  the  people  into  an  unproductive  and  wasteful  course,  unless  the  securing  so  high  a  degree  of 
civil  liberty  as  we  attained  to  during  and  immediately  after  them,  and  which  was  a  consequence  of  these 
contests,  should  be  considered  a  sufficient  recompense.] 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk. 


BE  it  known  to  all  the  king's  true  liege 
people,  the  cause  of  our  coming  into  this 
country  is,  by  the  commandment  of  the  king 
our  sovereign  lord,  for  to  inquire  of  such 
great  riots,  extortions,  horrible  wrongs,  and 
hurts,  as  his  highness  is  credibly  informed  be 
done  in  this  country,  and  to  know  in  certain, 
by  you  that  know  the  truth,  by  what  person 
or  persons  the  said  great  riots,  extortions, 
horrible  wrongs,  and  hurts  *>e  done:  where- 
fore we  charge  you  all,  on  the  king's  behalf 
our  sovereign  lord,  that  ye  spare  neither  for 
love,  dread,  nor  fear  that  ye  have  to  any 
person  of  what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  lie 
be,  but  that  ye  say  the  soth  (truth}  by  whom 
such  offences  be  done,  and  that  ye  spare  no 
man  that  ye  know  guilty,  and,  by  the  faith 
that  we  owe  to  our  sovereign  lord,  they  shall 
be  chastised'  after  their  desert,  and  it  reformed 
as  law  requireth. 

Also  it  is  openly  published  that  certain 
servants  of  the  Lord  Scales  should  in  his 
name  menace  and  put  men  in  fear  and  dread 
to  complain  to  us  at  this  time  of  the  said 
hurts  and  griefs,  saying  that  we  would  abide 
but  a  short  time  here,  and  after  our  departing 
he  would  have  the  rule  and  governance  as  he 
hath  had  afore  time.  We  let  you  weet  that 
next  the  king  our  sovereign  lord,  by  his  good 
grace  and  licence,  we  will  have  the  principal 


rule  and  governance  through  all  this  shire,  of 
which  we  bear  our  name,  while  that  we  be 
living,  as  far  as  reason  and  law  requireth, 
whosoever  will  grudge  or  say  the  contrary ; 
for  we  will  that  the  Lord  Scales,  Sir  Thomas 
Todenham,  Sir  Miles  Stapylton,  and  John 
Heydon  have  in  knowledge,  though  our  per- 
son be  not  daily  here,  they  shall  find  our 
power  here  at  all  times  to  do  the  king  our 
sovereign  lord  service,  and  to  support  and 
maintain  you  all  in  your  right  that  be  the 
king's  true  liege  men ;  for  it  may  not  be  said 
nay,  but  that  here  hath  been  the  greatest 
riots,  horrible  wrongs,  and  offences  done  in 
these  parts  by  the  said  Lord  Scales,  Thomas 
Todenham,  Miles  Stapylton,  John  Heydon, 
arid  such  as  be  confederated  unto  them,  that 
ever  was  seen  in  our  days;  and  most  mis- 
chief through  their  malicious  purpose  like 
to  have  fallen  among  the  king's  true  liege 
people  now  late  at  Norwich,  ne  had  we  (had 
we  not}  better  provided  therefore ;  and  alsa 
that  God  fortuned  us  to  withstand  their  said 
malicious  and  evil  disposed  purpose. 

Wherefore  make  bills  of  your  grievance 
and  come  to  us,  and  we  shall  bring  you  to 
the  king's  presence  ourself,  whose  presence  will 
be  here  in  all  the  haste  with  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  see  the  reformation  there  of  his  own 
person. 


LETTER   LXXXVIIL— (XXVII.  vol.  i.  p.  115.) 

This  letter  seems  to  have  been  written  on  the  28th  of  October,  1455,  as  from  the  latter  part  of  it  (though 
imperfect)  it  appears  that  the  king  was  at  Hertford ;  reported  to  be  sick  again ;  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  Lords  of  York,  Warwick,  and  Salisbury,  &c.  All  which  agrees  with  our  historical  accounts  of  this 
period.  We  see  in  this  letter  a  strong  and  diabolical  instance  of  party  fury ;  an  old  and  an  infirm  man  is,  in 
the  night,  by  a  stratagem,  enticed  to  open  his  gates  ;  his  place  is  robbed  and  plundered,  and  himself,  after 
various  ill  treatment,  is  most  cruelly  murdered,  by  the  direction  of  the  son  and  heir  of  a  nobleman  then  at 
variance  with  Lord  Bonvile.  [Scarcely,  we  think,  of  "  party  fury.' '  Bonvile  and  Devonshire  were  both  at  that 
time  Yorkists,  for  Devonshire  did  not  openly  go  over  to  the  Lancastrians  till  a  little  before  the  battle  of 
Towton  in  1461,  where  he  first  appeared  in  arms  on  their  side.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  at  Norwich,  be  this  delivered. 

PLEASE  it  your  mastership  to  weet  (here  fol-  Here  be  many  marvellous  tales  of  things 

lows  an  account  of  some  law  business,  $c.)  that  shall  fall  this  next  month,  as  it  is  said ;  for 
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it  is  talked  that  one  Doctor  Grene  a|)riost  liatli 
kalked  (caktttatef),  and  reportetb  that  before 
St.  Andrew's  day  next  coining  shall  be  the 
greatest  battle  that  was  since  the  battle  of 
Shrewsbury,1  and  it  shall  fall  between  the 
Bishop's  Inn  of  Salisbury2  and  Westminster 
Bars  ;  and  there  shall  die  seven  lords,  whereof 
three  should  be  bishops.  All  this  and  much 
more  is  talked  arid  reported.  I  trust  to  God 
it  shall  not  fall  so ! 

Also  there  is  great  variance  between  the 
Earl  of  Devonshire  3  and  the  Lord  Bonvile,4 
as  hath  been  many  day,  and  much  debate  is 
like  to  grow  thereby  ;  for  on  Thursday  Cl'.\nl 
of  October}  at  night  last  passed,  the  Karl  of 
iishire's  son  and  heir5  came,  with  sixty 
men  of  arms,  to  Had  ford's  Place6  in  Devon- 
shire, which  was  of  counsel  with  my  Lord 
Bonvile;  and  they  set  an  house  on  fire 
at  Radford's  gate,  and  cried  and  made  a 
noise  as  though  they  had  been  sorry  for  the 
fire;  and  by  that  cause  Radford's  men  set. 
open  the  gates  and  ye.de  (vent)  out  to  see 
the  fire;  and  forthwith  the  Earl's  son  afore- 
said entered  into  the  place,  and  entreated 
Radford  to  come  down  of  his  chamber 
1<>  speak  with  them,  promising  him  that 
he  should  no  bodily  harm  have;  upon 
•which  promise  he  came  down,  and  spoke  with 
-the  said  Earl's  son  :  in  the  mean  time  his 

1  The  battle  of  Shrewsbury  w;i>  fou«ht  on  the 
22nd  of  July,  1403,  4  II.  IV.  the  IVrcies  1.,-iiii;  the 
leaders  of  the  malcontents,  who  were  routed  by  Die 
kind's  army.  The  predictions,  however,  of"  Dr. 
Grene  were  not  fulfilled,  but  prophecies,  in  this 
credulous  aj,'e,  had  >.Te.it  influence  over  the  minds  of 
the  people;  and  there  having  been  alreaih 
c.uil  contests,  they  were  easily  induced  to  believe  that 
others  mi»ht  be  foreseen  and  foretold. 

'J  [The  "  HishoppesInnenfSalc.shury"  was  situated 
in  the  Strand,  where  Salisbury  Street il  now.    W,--t- 
minster  liars  was  probably  the  city  of  I.ond- 
to  wards  Westminster,  as  Westminster  i' 
waited.] 

3  Thomas  Courtney,  Karl  of  I)e-..,:..],i:,. 
headed  by  order  of  Kdward  I V.  immediately  altertlic 
battle  of  Tow  ton,  in  1461. 

«  William   Honvile  was  created   Lord  ll-.inil,.  in 
1449,  and  w;ts  beheaded,  by  order  of  IJueeti  M 
after  the  battle  at  Harnanfs  Heath,  near  St.    \ 

'.-l.ni.-iry,    I4r,0-l,    though    lie    had    staid    with 
Henrv  VI.  on  a  promise  of 

•  Thomas   Courtney,    son   and    heir   of   Thomas 
Courtney,    Karl   of  ua-   b.-headed  \ery 

toon  afti-r  his  father,  in  1461. 

.Us  Hadford  was  nn  eminent  1  . 
;  at  Poghill,  near  Kyrton. 


meny  (servants)  rob  his  chamber,  and  rifled 
his  Batches,'  and  trussed  such  as  they  could 
get  together  and  carried  it  away  on  his  <>\v:i 
horses:  then  the  Earl's  son  said. — '•  Ha  : 
thou  must  come  to  my  lord,  my  father."     f  !•• 
said  ho  would,  and  bade  one  of  his  men 
ready   his  horse    to  ride  with    them;    which 
answered  him  that  all  his  horses  were  \.. 
away:  then  lie  said  to  the  Earl's  son,  " 
your  men  have   robbed    my    chamber,   and 
they  have  mine  horses,  that   f  may  not  ride 
with  you  to  my  lord  your  father,  whe- • 
I  pray  you  let  me  ride,  for  I  am  old.  and  may 
not  go." 

It  was  answered  him  again  that  ho  should 
walk  forth  with  them  on  his  feet;  and  - 
did  till  he  was  a  flight  8  shot  or  more  : 

his  place,  and  then  he  was9 

softly,  for  cause  he  might  not  go  fast,  and 
when  they  were  thus  departed  he  turned   . 

forthwith  came  nine  men 

again  upon  him  and  smote  him  on  the  head 
and  felled  ....   of  thorn  cut  his  throat. 

This  was  told  to  my  Lord  Chancellor  this 

forenoon mrs- 

come  of  purpose  out  of  the  same  con 

This  matter  is  taken  greatly 

passed  at  two  after  midnight  rode  out  of  Lon- 

'don  as  it  is  said  more  than 

the  best  wise.     Some  say  it  was  to  ri<: 
ward  my  Lord  of  York,  and  some     .     .      .      . 
so  much  rumour  is  here,  what  ii 

wot  not,  God  turn  it at 

ford,10  and  some  men  are  afraid  that  he  ; 

again,  I  pray  God my   I. 

of  York,  Warwick.  Salisbury,  and  oth 
in  purpose  to  convey    him      .... 

The  said  Nicholas  Crome,   ! 
shall  tell  you  such  tidings     ...      in 
at  London  on  Saint  Simon's  day  and  .Ii 

Your  poor  .!  -HAM. 

London.  Tuesday,  28th  of  Octol-cr, 
1455.    :u  II.  VI 


r  Iluche,  French,  a  < 

11  A   tlitrht  was  a  ]  ai  tirular  kind   of  an 
flecta.  in  the  I^itiu  of  the  middle 

'•>    V\  here   the    lines    are    supplied     with    dots    the 
original  letter  is   imp'  : 
.iid  t'Tti  off. 

'"'  Th--  '  the  time  tin- 

ten    t  )  have  been  at    Hertford,  a:id  it  wa> 
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LETTER    LXXXIX.— (LXIV.  vol  iii.  p.  233.) 

[From  this  letter  it  would  appear  the  London  Road  had  not  a  good  country  reputation  for  security.  The 
most  curious  circumstancejhowever,  is,  that  neither  in  Norwich  nor  in  all  Sufiblk  was  there  to  be  procured  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  cloth  of  a  required  colour  for  the  male  retainers  of  a  private  gentleman's  family.]  Of 
the  liveries  Sir  John  Fenn  says :  — "  A  very  ingenious  and  learned  friend  of  mine  has  suggested  to  me  that  the 
honourable  and  ancient  families  of  this  land  were  formerly  guided  in  the  colours  of  their  liveries  by  the 
metals  and  colours  in  which  their  arms  were  blazoned ;  his  suggestion  is  here  verified,  for  the  arms  of 
1'astoii  were,  argent,  sox  fleurs  de  lys  azure,  and  a  chief  indented  or  :  if  therefore  russet  or  grey  may  be 
equivalent  to  argent,  the  murrey  and  the  blue  are  the  identical  or  and  azure  of  the  arms. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you,  pleaseth  you  to  weet  that  mine 
aunt  Moundford 1  hath  desired  me  to  write 
to  you,  beseeching  you  that  ye  will  vouch- 
safe to  chevise  (provide)  for  her  at  London 
twenty  marks  (13/.  6s.  Sd.)  for  to  be  paid  to 
Master  Ponyngs, a  either  on  Saturday  or 
Sunday,  which  shall  be  St.  Andrew's  day,  in 
discharging  of  them  that  be  bouriden  to 
Master  Ponyngs  of  the  said  twenty  marks  for 
the  wardship3  of  her  daughter,  the  which 
twenty  marks  she  hath  delivered  to  me  in 
gold  for  you  to  have  at  your  coming  home, 
for  she  dare  not  adventure  her  money  to  be 
brought  up  to  London  for  fear  of  robbing, 
for  it  is  said  here  that  there  goeth  many 
thieves  betwixt  this  and  London,  which 
causeth  her  to  beseech  you  to  content  the  said 
money  in  discharging  of  the  matter  and  of 
them  that  be  bounden,  for  she  would  for  no 
good  that  the  day  were  broken ;  and  she 
thariketh  you  heartily  for  the  great  labour  and 
business  that  ye  have  had  in  that  matter,  and 
in  all  others  touching  her  and  hers,  wherefore 
she  saith  she  is  ever  bounden  to  be  your 
beadswoman,4  and  ever  will  be  while  she 
liveth. 

My  cousin,  her  son,  and  his  wife  recom- 
mendeth  them  unto  you,  beseeching  you 
that  ye  will  vouchsafe  to  be  their  good 


master,  as  ye  have  been  aforetime;  for  they 
be  informed  that  Daniel  is  come  to  Rising 
Castle,  and  his  men  make  their  boast  that 
their  master  shall  be  again  at  Brayston  within 
short  time. 

Furthermore,  as  for  the  matter  that  my  son 
wrote  to  me  for  the  box  whereon  was  written 
False  Carte  Sprout e,  that  I  should  inquire  of 
William  Worcester  where  it  were;  the  said 
William  was  not  at  home  since  that  I  had 
his  letter,  but  as  soon  as  he  cometh  home  I 
shall  inquire  of  him,  and  send  you  an  answer. 

As  touching  for  your  liveries,  there  can 
none  be  gotten  here  of  that  colour  that  ye 
would  have  of,  neither  murrey,  nor  blue,  nor 
good  russet,  underneath  3s.  the  yard  at  the 
lowest  price,  and  yet  is  there  not  enough  of 
one  cloth  and  colour  to  serve  you  :  and  as 
for  to  be  purveyed  in  Suffolk,  it  will  not  be 
purveyed  not  now  against  the  time,  without 
they  had  had  warning  at  Michaelmas,  as  I 
am  informed :  and  the  blessed  Trinity  have 
you  in  his  keeping.  Written  at  Norwich,  on 
St.  Katherine's  day. 

By  your 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  25th  of  November, 
1455, or  1460.  34  or  39  H. 

N.  B.  St.  Andrew's  day  fell  on  a  Sunday,  in  the 
years  1455  and  1460  ;  this  letter  was  therefore  most 
probably  written  in  one  of  these  years. 


LETTER    XC.— (LXV.  vol.  iii.  p.  357.) 

[This  letter  is  from  W.  Botoner,  (Wor- 
cester) to  John  Paston,  and  contains  nothing 
of  interest.  The  principal  matter  is  that  Sir 


1  Osbert  Moundford,  Esq.,  of  Hockwpld,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Bcrney,  Esq.,  and  by 
her  had  Mary,   their  daughter  and  sole  heir,  who 
married  Sir  William  Tindale,  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

2  [Frequently  spelt  Poyniugs.] 


John  Fastolf  is  desirous  of  making  his  will, 
and  he,  Botoner,  is  desirous  that  Paston 
should  be  present.] 


3  [The  statute  of  wardship,  a  most  oppressive 
njust  law,  was  abolished  by  the  12th  Chas.  II.] 


ve  and 
unjust  law,  was  abolished  by  the  12th  (Jhas.  II.] 

4  A  beadsman  or  beadswoman  was  a  person 
employed  in  praying,  though  generally  in  praying 
for  another. 
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LETTER    XCI.—  (XXVIII.  vol.  i.  p.  121.) 

To  the  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  right  well-beloved  cousin  John  Pustun,  and  in  his  absence  t- 
Backing,  or  H'iftiam  Barker. 

was  due  to  the  Lord  Willoughby  and  to  me 
10,000  marks  (666G/.  13*.  id.)  for  a  reward 
to  be  paid  ol'  my  Lord  Bedford's5  goods,  for 
the  taking  of  the  Duke  of  Alenc.on.a 

And  the  said  Lord  Willougliby  had  but 
1000  marks  (6667.  13s.  4rf.)  paid,  and 
I  1000  marks  (6667.  13*.  4<7.)  so  8000 
(53337.6*.  8d.)leveth  (remuineth} 
of  which  sum,  4000  (266(57.  13*."  Id.  i  must 
grow  to  the  executors  of  the  said  Lord  Wil- 
lougliby to  dispose. 

And  therefore  I  desire  that  the  executors, 
and  such  as  most  liave  interest  in  the  Lord 
Willoughby  's  goods,  may  be  communed 
with;  that  they  may  make  pursuit  for  pay- 
ment of  the  said  4000  marks,  for  his  part  to 
be  had,  and  I  shall  make  for  my  part. 

And  (if)  Master  Nevile,  the  which  hath 
wedded  my  Lady  Willoughby.  have  power 
or  interest  to  receive  the  Lord  Willougliby  *s 
debts,  then  he  to  be  laboured  unto.  And  my 
Lord  of  Salisbury  7  will  be  a  great  helper  in 
this  cause. 

•  The  king,  which  is  supervisor  of  my  Lord 
Bedford's  testament,  hath  written  anil  com- 
manded by  sundry  letters  tli.it  the  said  Lord 
Willoughby  should  be  content  for  his  part  ; 
and  so  much  the  matter  is  the  forwarder. 


Sir  and  cousin,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  and  like  you  to  weet  that  I  have  a 
tally1  with  my  cousin  Fenn*  of  500  marks 
(3337.  6*.  H<7.)  and  more,  for  to  be  changed 
upon  such  places  as  a  man  might  have  most 
speedy  payment ;  and  I  pray  you  heartily  to 
commune  with  the  said  Feun,  that  I  might 
be  ensured  of  the  said  tally  to  be  exchanged, 
and  for  what  reward  competent  to  be  given 
upon  the  same  I  will  [s/ta77  or  should]  agree 
to  it. 

Item,  I  desire  to  know  who  be  the  residue, 
the  remanent,  of  the  co-executors  of  the  Lord 
Willoughby,3  now  the  Lord  Cromwell4  is 
deceased ;  for  this  cause  it  was  so,  that  there 

1  A  taille  or  tally  was  a  cleft  stick,  both  parts  of 

which  were  notched  according  to  the  sum  of  money 

advanced,  and  of  which  one  part  was  ijiven  to   the 

creditor,  whilst  the  other  remained  with  the  debtor. 

the  t.tllier  of  the  llxehequer,  now  called  the 

teller.     Sir  John  Fastolf  had  entrusted  a  tally  with 

\-\ii  1'enn,  and  was  desirous  of  knowing  what 

..dde  di-e  miit  he  should   allow  for  receiving 

ready  nion">  up  MI  this  >  'cunty. 

'2  Bagfa  Feir.ie,  of  York  -hire,  was  slain  in  battle 
durin.  I.etweeii  Richard  1 1 .  anil  Henry 

IV.  about  i:WO,  when  In-  forfeited  liis  lands.     Mi.,  son 
Hn^'h  had  ,  I  and  Middlesex,  where  his 

dant-  11  >urii!ied  fir  several  generations:  this 
family  then  branched  off  into  Sull'olk  and  Norfolk, 
in  b)th  wlii<-h  counties  they  aciiuired  po-M.^i..n<. 
Tin?  person  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  either  the  son 
or  p-andvm  ;  fur  they  were  both  named  Iluirh.)  of  the 
IIiiL'h  l-'emie,  of  Yorkshire,  and  seems,  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  is  several  times  mentioned  both 
by  Sir  J.  Fast  >lf  aud.I.  l';L-,ton.  to  ha\e  been  a  lawyer. 
He  was,  in  1  109,  a  supervisor  of  Sir  .1.  Fastolfs  will. 
[This  Fenn  was  the  ancestor  of  Sir  John  Fenn,  tin- 
original  editor  of  these  letters.  I.i-.T.vi:t<;  only  a 
daughter  :  the  family  name  became  extinct  in  Norfolk 
on  the  death  of  Sir  John.] 

3  Robert  Willou-hby,  I/ml  \Villou<:hby,   an  emi- 
nent commander,  was  present  at  the  famous  battle  of 
•  urt,  in  1110;   anil  also  c  unmanded   under  the 
Duke  of  liedford   at   the   battle  of  \erneuil.  in   the 
]ro\ine.-   of   Normandy,  in    1  I'M .  when-  lie  and  Sir 
John  Fastolf  had  the  honour  of  taking  tin-  1>. 
v    this    letter 

-iphia 

.i\e   an  account  of  his  having  taken  a 
il.  but  are  in  I'mibt  Uith  as  t ,i  t 
son  taken,  and  likewise  in  what  eu^aijement. 

1    H.-iiry    I.  -rd    (  'i  Miiv.ell.    wh  I    now- 

:r.  I»rd  NVill  ni-lihy  hail  married.  She.  was  at 
thi.s  time  tli-- 


5  John  IManta-.'enct,  Duke  of  Mr-  'lord.  ami  I. 
of  Franco,  third  son  of  Henry  IN'.    Tin 
died  at  1'ans  in  1  r:i,  and  was  buried  at  Km  ion.     It 
may  bi  l«i<l  into  his 

hands  as  commander  in-chief,  and  tliat,  in  tha: 
racier.  In-  was  entitled  to  a  <•  >usiderabl<- 
:    thou-;h    it   appear*   l'r  nil   this   arc  unit    that    '; 
detained  mo>t  of  i: 

twenU  years  from   his  death,  the  Lord  ^  ill 
and    Sir  .1.   FaM  df  had   rece: 
each. 

(;  John  II.  Duke  of  Alt-no  m.  s  >n   <>f  hi: 
Ai;ineourt,  was  horn  in  1  I"'.*,  and  tak 
the  battle  of  Verneuil.  in  li-.M.     II.- 

'TceMim 

ol   tin-  Duke  of  Hnryuiiily,  on  pa\i: 
200,000   crowns.     Me 
t'-eaxons  t  iw  anls  his  "• 
prN-.n  i:, 

:   Ilicliard     Ne\ile     1  ;>ury,    married 

.  Mir,.,  daughter  ami  heir  of  Thom.i 
^re:>t  Earl  of  Salisbury,  who  had  the  prin<- 
maud  under  the  .  -nil,  and 

who  died  in  1428. 
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And  there  is  one  Young,  a  servant  of  the 
Lord  Willoughby,  which  pursued  this  mat- 
ter ;  if  he  were  in  London  he  could  give 
good  information  upon  this  matter. 

I  pray  you  write  to  me  how  my  matters  do, 
and  of  such  novelties  as  ye  have  there,  and 
our  Lord  have  you  in  his  keeping. 


Written  at  Caister  hastily,  the  5th  day  of 
February,  in  the  34th  year  of  King  Henry 
Vlth.  ' 

Your  cousin,  JOHN  FASTOLF. 
Caister, 
Wednesday, 

5th  of  February,  1454.     34  H.  VI. 


NUMBER   XCIL— (LXVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  261.) 

As  there  are  not  only  several  letters  in  this  collection  of  the  hand-writing  of  that  renowned  warrior  Sir  John 
Fastolf,  but  as  he  is  likewise  mentioned  in  many  others,  I  thought  the  two  following  statements  of  sums  of 
money  due  to  him  from  the  crown  would  be  acceptable  to  the  reader,  as  they  ascertain  several  of  his  enter- 
prizes  in  France,  and  point  out  to  us  the  two  prisoners  which  he  took  in  the  French  wars,  and  who,  by 
the  large  sums  agreed  to  be  paid  for  their  ransom,  must  have  been  persons  of  great  consequence  in  the  mili- 
tary line.  This  rirst  declaration  relates  to  money  due  to  him  on  the  account  of  the  wars  and  transactions 
both  iu  England  and  in  France.  The  second  states  the  injuries  and  losses  which  he  had  sustained  in  France. 
There  is  no  date  to  either  of  them,  but  from  the  mention  of  the  time  since  his  last  return  from  France,  and 
which,  from  an  account  of  his  life,  appears  to  have  been  in  the  year  1440,  these  representations  were  made 
in  the  year  1455.  33H.VI. 


Billa  de  debitis  Regis  in  partibus  Ft 

THESE  be  the  injuries,  losses,  and  damages 
that  the  said  Fastolf  hath  had,  as  well  within 
the  realm  of  England  as  in  other  parts  in 
manner  and  form  as  it  ensueth  : — 

First,  it  is  to  consider  how  £.  s.  d, 
that  the  said  Fastolf  hath  been 
vexed  and  troubled  since  he 
came  last  into  this  land  by  the 
might  arid  power  of  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk,1  and  by  the  labour 
of  his  counsel  and  servants  in 
divers  wise,  as  in  great  oppres- 
sions, grievous  and  outrageous 
amercements,  and  many  great 
horrible  extortions,  as  it  may 
appear  more  plainly  by  a  roll 
of  articles  thereupon  made,  the 
damages  of  which  extend  to 
the  sum  of  5000  marks.  .  =  3333  6  8 

Item,  the  said  Fastolf  hath 
been  greatly  damaged  and  hurt 
by  the  might  and  power  of  the 
said  Duke  of  Suffolk  and  his 
counsel,  in  disseising  and  tak- 
ing away  a  manor  of  the  said 
Fastolf  s,  called  Dedham,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  to  the  value 


1  Many  of  the  letters  in  this  collection  mention  the 
disputes  between  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  and  Sir  John 
Fastolf  concerning  different  manors  and  estates. 


•ancice  Johanni  Fastolf,  militi,  debitis. 


of  100  marks  (66/.  13s.  4rf.)  of 
yearly  rent,  which  was  holderi 
from  the  said  Fastolf  by  the 
term  of  three  year  day  and 
more,  to  his  great  hurt,  with 
200  marks  (133/.  6*.  8rf.)  in 
costs  expended  in  recovery 
of  the  same,  the  sum  in 
all  .  .  .  .  500  marks  = 
Item,  there  is  cast  into  the 
king's  hands  by  untrue  forged 
offices  and  inquisitions,  sup- 
posed to  be  found  by  divers 
escheators  in  the  counties  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  three 
certain  manors  of  the  said 
Fastolf,  to  the  value  of  100 
marks  (667.  13$.  4d.)  yearly, 
which  said  offices  and  inqui- 
sitions were  never  duly  found, 
but  forged  by  untrue  imagina- 
tions, and  means  of  certain 
persons  his  evil  willers,  as  it 
hath  been  confessed  by  those 
that  were  appointed  and  named 
to  be  upon  the  inquests.  And 
by  the  malicious  labour  of  his 
said  evil  willers,  the  said 
manors  have  been  troubled  and 
put  in  plea  this  four  year  day 
and  more,  to  the  damage  and 


£.      *.  rf. 


333     6     8 
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costs  of  the  said  Fastolf,  the      £.       *.  <f. 
sum  of  500  marks     .      .     =     333     G     8 

Item,  the  said  Fastolf  having 
the  gift  of  the  baronies  and 
lordship  of  Sillie  Guill'm 1 
and  Lasuze,  in  the  county  of 
May  ne,  to  him  and  to  his  assigns 
for  ever,  the  which  were  gotten 
by  the  said  Fastolf,  and  no 
charge  to  the  king,  for  the 
value  and  denomberment(n?/m- 
ber)  of  4000  saluts*  of  yearly 
rent,  he  was  commanded  by 
the  king's  letters  to  deliver  up 
the  said  baronies  and  lordship 
to  the  king's  commissioners, 
promising  him  by  the  king's 
commandment  to  be  recom- 
pensed therefore,  as  the  said 
Fastolf  hath  to  show,  and  he 
not  recompensed  nor  rewarded 
nothing  for  the  leaving  of  his 
said  baronies  and  lordship,  to 
the  damages  of  the  said  Fastolf 
of  the  sum  of  2500  marks  =  1666  13  4 

Item,  whereas  the  said  Fas- 
tolf had  a  prisoner  of  his  own 
taking,  called  Guill'm  Re- 
mand,' which  was  ransomed, 
and  agreed  to  pay  him  for 
his  ransom  with  the  marks  the 
sum  of  3200  saluts,  the  pri- 
soner, without  knowledge  or 
licence  of  the  said  Fastolf,  was 
taken  away  from  him  by  the 
Duke  of  Ikdford,  then  being 
the  king's  regent  of  France, 
and  with  the  said  prisoner  he 
caused  the  town  of  Compeyn, 
then  lying  in  the  French  party's 
governance,  for  to  l>e  yielded 
to  the  king,  and  to  his  said 
regent  in  his  name;  and  the 
said  K.istolf, after  long  pursuits 
made  to  the  king  and  his 

Jil  John  took  the  castl.-  of  Silli,-  !«•  r;,ull,-m  in 
1425,  and  from  which  he  w;is  dignified  with  the  title 
of  baron. 

3  The  salute  was  a  -old  coin  of  Henry  VI.,cunvnt 

Mulish. 

3  In  U2. '5  '  ,  the  governor 

whereof  wa»  Guillianrnr  H.-yniMiid. 


council,  was  recompensed  but      £.      *.    </. 

to  the  value  of  1600  saluts  in 

lands  in  Normandy,  when  they 

fortuned  to  fall  into  the  king's 

hands,   which   lands  he   hath 

also  lost ;    and  also   the  said 

Fastolf  hath  lost  the  residue  of 

the   said   ransom,   besides  the 

saiil  lands,  to  the  sum  of  4000 

marks =  2666  13     4 

Item,  the  said  Fastolf  is  yet 
owing  for  his  portion  and  part 
for  the  recompense  arid  reward 
that  should  grow  and  be  due 
to  him  for  the  taking  of  John, 
calling  himself  Duke  of  Alan- 
con,  at  the  battle  of  Vemeuil,4 
which  that  paid  for  his  ransom 
40,000  marks  (26,666/.  13*.4rf.) 
which  reward,  beside  the  Lord 
Willoughby's  part,  should  ex- 
tend to  the  sum  of  4000  marks=  26<>6  13  4 

Item,  is  due  to  the  said  Fas- 
tolf, by  the  execution  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  John 
Duke  of  Bedford,5  whose  soul 
God  assoil !  for  prests  and  other 
.charges  for  safeguard  and  keep- 
ing of  certain  fortresses,  cas- 
tles, and  towns,  and  for  other 
costs,  prests,  ami  charges  by 
him  borne  in  his  service,  as 
it  may  appear  in  certain  ar- 
ticles written  in  a  roll  par- 
ticularly of  the  same,  the  sum 
of  .  4599  marks  5*.  m/.  =  3066  3  6 

Sum  total 

21,099  marks  5*.  6rf.     =11<M5<J 


Item,  since   the  last  coming  "over  of  the 

said  Fasfolf  into  this  realm,  as  by  t. 
fifteen  years  and  more,  he  hath  borne  ^reat 
costs,  charges,  and    e\ 
attending  upon  the  kind's  ii  1   the 

lords  of  his  council,  as  lie  h.ith  had  in  com- 
mandment, and  uas  hi-  part  t,»  do,  for  the 
which,  and  for  all  the  s«-r\ire  that  lie  hath 


4  This  battle  was  fon-ht  in  1  I'M. 

:  of  Sir  J.  Fastolfs. 

'  .lin  linally  l<-ft  l-'r;iiic.-  in  1  no,  this  account 
then-tori'  \vasdnovii  np  in  1455.     H :;  II.  VI. 
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done  to  the  right  noble  prince  King  Harry  the 
IVth.  aieul  (grandfather}  to  our  sovereign 
lord  that  now  is,  and  to  the  most  victorious 
prince  and  king  his  father,  whose  souls  God 
assoil,  and  also  to  our  said  sovereign  lord,  he 
hath  had  neither  fee,  wages,  reward,  nor 
recompense  in  this  his  realm  of  England,  but 
hath  borne  it  of  his  own  proper  goods  at  all 


times  to  the  king's  honour  and  profit,  as  to 
his  power,  which  is  to  him  right  grievous  and 
chargeable,  trusting  to  have  been  considered 
and  rewarded  as  other  men  of  such  deserving 
have  been  in  the  times  of  the  right  noble  pro- 
genitors of  our  said  sovereign  lords  late  kings 
of  this  said  realm. 

1455.     33H.VI. 


NUMBER   XCIII.— (LXVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  269.) 
A  declaration  of  the  costs  which  Sir  John  Fastolf  was  at,  being  without  this  realm. 


THE  declaration  of  certain  prests,  (loans} 
costs,  and  charges,  done  and  borne  by  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  as  well  in  the  time  of  the  most 
noble  and  victorious  princes  of  blessed  me- 
mory, King  Harry  the  IVth.,  King  Harry  the 
Vth.,  as  in  the  time  of  our  sovereign  lord 
king  that  now  is,  in  his  wars  beyond  the  sea, 
as  by  the  articles  that  follow  more  plainly  ap- 
pear eth. 

First,  it  is  to  be  remembered  £.  s.  d. 
that  to  the  said  Fastolf  is  owing 
for  divers  costs  and  charges  by 
him  borne  for  the  time  that  he 
occupied  the  office  of  the  con- 
stabulary of  Bourdeaux,  for 
the  safeguard  of  the  king's 
duchy  of  Guienne,  as  it  ap- 
peareth  plainly  by  account 
made  of  the  said  office  of  con- 
stabulary remaining  in  the 
king's  exchequer  at  Westmin- 
ster of  record,  whereof  he  yet 
neither  had  payment  nor  as- 
signment, the  sum  of  .  .  .  227  15  3£ 

Item,  in  like  wise  there  is 
owing  to  the  said  Fastolf  for 
wages  for  his  service  done  to 
the  king,  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  being  the  king's 
lieutenant  in  the  said  duchy 
of  Guienne,  as  it  may  appear 
xinder  sufficient  writing,  the 
sum  of 202  10  0 

Item,  in  like  wise  is  owing  to 
the  said  Fastolf  for  costs  and 
charges  that  he  bare  when  he 
was  lieutenant  of  the  town  of 


Harfleur,1  in  Normandy,  as  it      £.     s.     d. 
showeth  by  a  debenture  made 
to  the  said  Fastolf  with  him 
remaining 133     6     S 

Item,  in  like  wise  is  owing  to 
the  said  Fastolf  for  the  keeping 
and  victualling  of  the  Bastile  * 
of  St.  Anthony  in  Paris,  as  it 
appeareth  by  writing  sufficient, 
and  by  the  creditors  of  Sir 
John  Tyrel,3  knight,  late  trea- 
surer of  the  king's  house,  re- 
maining in  the  exchequer  of 
Westminister  of  record,  the 
sum  of 42  0  0 

Item,  there  is  owing  to  the 
said  Fastolf  for  the  safeguard 
of  the  town  of  Pourit  Melarik  * 
in  the  parts  of  France,  as  it 
appeareth  by  account  thereof, 
made  in  the  king's  exchequer 
of  England  of  record,  the  sum 

of 89  10     4f 

Sum  m1  xlij  marks  ix  sh.  i  farthing. 

And  in  semblable  wise  over 
all  this  is  owing  to  the  said 
Fastolf  for  prests  and  wages  of 
him  and  his  retinues  being 
in  the  king's  service,  in  his 

1  Sir  John  Fastolf  was  lieutenant  of  Harfleur  in 
1415. 

2  The  foundation  of  this  since  terrible  prison  was 
laid  by  Hugh  Aubriot  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1369,  43 
of  our  King  Edward  III.  and  the  6th  of  Charles  V. 
of  France. 

3  He  was  grandfather  to  Sir  James  Tyrol,  the  sup- 
posed murderer  of  Edward  V.  and  his  brother. 

4  Port  Meulent  was  taken  in  1422. 
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realm  of  France,  and  duchy  of 
Normandy,1  as  well  about  the 
safeguard  and  governance  of 
his  towns,  castles,  and  fortresses 
of  Alenc,on,  Fresnt'y  le  Vi- 
comle,  Yerneuil,  Honnefleet,2 
as  fur  other  great  causes  and 
charges  borne  and  paid  in  the 
king  our  sovereign  lord's  days 
that  now  is,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  conquest,  the  good 
and  utility  of  him,  of  his  said 
realm  and  duchy  aforesaid,  as 
it  appeareth  openly  by  ac- 


£. 


counts  made  in  the  Chamber  of  £.  .s. 
Accounts  of  Paris  and  Roan, 
whereof  the  vidimus  remain 
with  the  said  Fastolf,  and  also 
by  certain  debentures  contain- 
ing the  said  sums,  ready  to  show, 
whereof  the  said  Fastolf  hither- 
to hath  had  neither  payment 
nor  assignation, 

The  sum  of  v   m1   iiij"  ij 
marks  xiij  sh.  iijd  ob.  sterling=  3388  13     3£ 

Sum  total  vj  m1  cxxv  marks, 

ix  sh.  iij.  farthings  sterling=  4083  15     7J 

1455.     33H.VI. 


LETTER    XCIV.— (XXIX.  vol.  i.  p.  125.) 

This  letter  is  written  by  the  secretary,  and  concluded  and  subscribed  by  the  hand  of  that  great  prelate,  cardi- 
nal, and  lord  chancellor,  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  who  is  recorded  to  hai. 
principal  means  of  introducing  the  art  of  printing  into  England.     He  was  elected  archliishup  in  1404.  32  II. 
VI.  was  a  man  of  considerable  learning,  and  died  in  1466.    2  H.  VII.  at  an  advanced  age. 

To  the  right  worshipful,  and  my  right  entirely  well-beloved  Sir  John  Fattolf,  Knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  my  right  entirely  well 
beloved,  I  greet  you  right  heartily  well ; 
thanking  you  specially,  and  in  full  hearty 
wise,  for  the  very  gentle  goodness  that  ye 
showed  unto  me  at  all  times,  praying  you  of 
good  continuance. 

And  as  touching  such  matters  as  ye  sent 
unto  me  for,  I  trust  to  God  verily,  insomuch 
as  the  rule  3  is  amended  here,  and  the  weather 
waxeth  seasonable  and  pleasant,  to  see  you  in 
tin •.-<•  parts  within  short  time;  at  which  time 
I  shall  commune  and  demean  unto  you  [act 
towards  you]  in  such  wise  that  ye  shall  be 
right  well  pleased. 

And  as  for  the  matter  concerning  my  Lord 

1  Sir  John  wa»  several  years  jiovernor  of  Nor- 
mandy, I  believe  from  about  1427  to  14-10,  when  lie 
left  France. 

'*  [So  in  original  ;  Fenn  gives  it   in  the  form  of 
Homu'fleet.  having  previously  Driven  "  I'rr.M, 
Vicounte"  as  two  places.    Then-  is  little  doubt  ot  the 
Mieaiit    U-ini;   Honfleur,  at  the  mouth  of  the 

jipit.site  Harfleur.] 
3  This  may  apply   either  to  s^mie  change  iu  the 


of  Bedford,4  think  it  not  contrary  but  that 
ye  shall  find  me  heartily  well-willed  to  do 
that  I  can  or  may  for  the  accomplishment  of 
your  desire,  as  well  in  that  matter  as  in  other 
like,  as  your  servant  John  Docking,  bearer 
hereof,  can  cl earlier  report  unto  you  on  my 
behalf,  to  whom  like  it  you  to  give  faith  and 
credence  in  this  part;  and  the  blessed  Trinity 
have  you  everlastingly  in  his  kre) 

Written  in  my  manor  of  Lamehith  (Lam- 
beth) the  27th  .lay  of  March. 

Your  faithful  and  true, 

THOMAS  CANT. 
Lambeth,  27th  of  Man-h, 
wen  1454,  and  1459.     :«  .-mil  37  H.  VI. 

administration,  or  only  in  the  management  of  the 

*  There  was  no  Duke  of  Bedford  Ix-twtvn   U35 
and  1470.     This  must  tlui 
t<>r  \\hidi  hail  formerly  passed 
Fastolf  and  .!<-hu  I1. 
K.-ent  of   i'niii.-e,   \\lio  died  in  1435;    peril 

••I  to  the  ransom  of  the  Duke  of  Alt-neon.     Sir 
John  served  Ion:,'  under  him  in  France. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


75 


LETTER    XCV.— (LXVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  277.) 

This  letter  was  most  probably  written  during  the  time  that  the  archbishop  was  lord  chancellor,  and  it  may  be 
supposed  that  this  Robert  Oflbrd  had  been  tried  and  acquitted  upon  an  indictment  for  the  murder,  and  that, 
now  the  next  of  kin  to  the  deceased,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  verdict,  had  lodged  his  appeal. 

To  our  right  trust ij  and  right  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esq.,  and  William  Norwich,  and  to  either 

of  them. 

RIGHT  trusty  and  right  well  beloved,  we  greet 
you  heartily  well ;  and  whereas  Sir  Nichol 
Bowet,  kiit.,  sueth  an  appeal  iri  the  county 
of  Norfolk  against  one  Robert  Offord  of 
Barking,  for  the  death  of  one  Sir  Henry 
Bowet,  clerk  ;  we,  being  informed  that  the 
matter  is  piteous,  pray  you  heartily  that  ye  will 
in  our  behalf  move  and  entreat  the  sheriff'  of 
the  said  county  to  surcease  of  the  execution 
of  any  process  upon  the  exigent1  to  him 
directed  in  that  behalf  unto  the  next  term, 
so  that  reasonable  means  may  be  found  to 


save  the  said  Robert  harmless ;  letting  him 
weet  that  we  have  written  to  the  said  Sir 
Nichol  for  a  convenient  treaty  to  be  taken  in 
that  behalf,  as  shall  be  thought  according  to 
right.  And.  God  have  you  ever  in  his  keep- 
ing. 

Written  in  our  manor  of  Mortlake,  the  7th 
day  of  September. 

rp    (     ARCHBISHOP 

\    OF  CANTERBURY.8 


Mortlake,  in  Surry,  7th  of  September, 

between  1455  and  1458.  34  and  37  H.  VI. 


LETTER   XCVI.— (LXIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  279.) 

This  letter  has  no  direction,  and  is  only  subscribed  with  the  initials  H.  W. ;  from  the  hand-writing,  however, 
it  appears  to  have  been  written  by  Henry  Windsor,  and  by  the  contents  we  may  discover  it  was  addressed 
to  J.  Pastou.  The  character  he  gives  of  his  master,  Sir  John  Fastolf,  is  not  a  very  pleasing  one,  and  from 
his  saying  that  whatever  is  done  will  "  be  called  your  dede,"  it  appears  to  have  been  sent  to  J.  Paston 
in  the  latter  part  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  life,  when  his  cousin  Paston  transacted  most  of  his  business. 
[But  it  evidently  appears  that  H.  W.  was  more  anxious  to  avoid  publicity  for  his  own  sake  than  for  either 
his  master  or  Paston.  The  letter  is  very  obscurely  expressed, probably  on  purpose.] 


AFTER  humble  and  due  recommendation, 
please  it  your  good  mastership  to  understand 
that  at  making  of  this  my  poor  letter,  there 
were  no  novelties  with  us  but  such  as  ye 
understood  full  well  afore  your  departing, 
except  the  king  will  into  Scotland  in  all 
manner  wise  of  war,  and  that  my  Lord  of 
Wiltshire  shall  be  made  chancellor.  I  sup- 
pose the  better3  is  but  a  slander,  and  there- 
fore be  ye  advised  how  ye  deliver  them  as 
tidings. 

Also  I  weet  full  well  where  I  left  you  in 
such  matters  as  it  pleased  you  to  make  me 
of  your  counsel,  as  touching  one  matter  spe- 
cially, and  how  that  ye  said  unto  me,  when  I 
desired  your  good  mastership  to  show  favour, 
such  as  ye  best  might  if  anything  should  be 
showed  ad  lumen,  my  master  F.  (Fastoff) 
except,  and  how  that  ye  answered  and  said 

1  The  exigent  is  a  writ  requiring  the  appearance 
of  the  party,  and  if  he  come  not  at  the  last  procla- 
mation he  is  outlawed. 


as  it  pleased  you,  that  I  was  conquered,  in 
truth  that  should  prove  but  a  full  great 
unstableness  in  me,  with  more,  &c.  But, 
Sir,  I  pray  you,  howsomever  my  master 
reckoneth  with  any  of  his  servants,  bring  not 
the  matter  in  revolution  in  the  open  court, 
for  and  (if)  it  were  once  opened  before  the 
judges  how  that  any  letters  patent  should  be 
purchased  of  an  ante  date,  and  the  default 
found  in  me,  ye  woul  be  a  thousand  times 
advised,  and  my  master  F.  (Fastolf)  both,  ere 
that  ye  would  amend  me  so  much  as  I  should 
be  appered  (impaired)  thereby  ;  and  therefore 
1  beseech  you  be  well  advised  how  that 
matter  be  opened  for  my  ease. 

1  was  not  desired  to  write  unto  you  of  no 
one  person,  so   God  be  my   help,   yourself 
except;  but  I  would  ye  would  take  advice 
and  counsel  of  the  priest  that  had  you  so 

2  Thomas  Bourchier,  Abp.  of  Canterbury,  from 
1454  to  I486,  and  Lord  Chancellor  from  1455  to  1457. 

3  [A  mistake  apparently  for  latter  or  letter.] 
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long  under  hands  on  Shor  Thursday, l  when 
J  and  my  fellowship,  God  thank  you,  had  of 
you  right  great  cheer  to  our  great  comfort 
and  your  great  cost,  how  that  the  same  priest 
understandeth  this  letter  of  the  gospel  under 
written,  "Jesus  dixit  Simoni  Petro,  si  pec- 
cavit  in  te  frater  tuus,  vade  et  corripe  eum 
inter  teet  ipsumsolum;  si  teaudierit  lucratus 
es  fratrem  tuum,  si  autem  te  non  audierit 
adhibe  tecum  adhuc  unum  vel  duos,  ut  in 
ore  duorum  vel  trium  testium  stet  omne 
verbuin.  Quod  si  rion  audierit,  die  ecclesiae, 
si  autem  ecclesiam  non  audierit  sit  tihi  sicut 
ethinicus  et  publicanus,''1  &c.  And  in  ano- 
ther place  "  Tune  accedens  Petrus  ad  Jesum 
dixit,  Domine,  quotiens  petevit  (quoties  pec- 
cabit)  in  me  frater  meus,  dimittam  ei  usque 
septies?  Dicti  illi  Jesu,  non  dico  tibi  usque 
septies,  sed  usque  septuagesies  septies."3 

My  master  can  do  nothing,  the  which 
shall  come  in  open  audience  at  these  days, 
but  it  shall  be  called  your  deed,  and  it  is  not 
unknown  that  cruel  and  vengible  (revengeful) 
he  hath  been  ever,  and  for  the  most  part 


without  pity  and  mercy,  I  can  no  more,  but 
"  vade  et  corripe  eum,"  for  truly  he  cannot 
bring  about  his  matters  in  this  word  (u 
for  the  word  (world)  is  not  for  him;  I  BUJ 
it  will   not  change  yet  by  likeliness,  but    I 
beseech  you,  Sir,  help  not  to  amend  him  only, 
but  every  other  man,   if  ye  know  any  more 
misdisposed. 

I  can  no  more,  but  as  I  can  or  may  shall 
be  his  servant  and  yours  unto  such  time  as 
ye  will  command  me  to  surcease  and  leave 
off,  if  it  please  him. 

Sir,  I  pray  you  take  this  copy  of  your 
statute,  it  is  not  examined  by  me,  for  I  found 
it  these  five  years  passed. 

Written  in   my  sleeping    time,4  rr 
noon,  on  Whitsunday.     Also,  Sir,  if  I  have 
rehearsed   wittingly  the  text    of  the   gospel 
singularly  unto  your  mastership,   I  beseech 
you  to  be  had  excused. 

Your  own  H.  W. 

Whitsunday,  May  or  June, 
between"! 455  and  1459. 
33  and  381LVI. 


LETTER    XC  VII.— (XXX.  vol.  i.  p.  129.) 

Tins  letter,  though  it  contains  no  historical  or  memorable  event,  exhibits  the  dutiful  style  of  .1  son  to  a  father 
[in  law1,  and  on  that  account  deserves  to  be  read  ;  it  was  wr.tteu  U-tweon  145."),  when  .lohii  succeeded  his 
father  William  as  Lord  Lovell,  and  144JO,  when  Lord  Beaumont  was  slain.  John  Lord  Lovell  married 
Jane,  dan  .'liter  of  Viscount  Beaumont,  and  at  lenifth  heir  to  her  brothers  William  and  Henry,  who  both 
succeeded  to  the  title,  but.  died  without  i— tie.  Lord  Lovell  died  in  1464,  leaving  his  sou  and  heir. 
Lord  Lovell,  who  was  Lord  Chamberlain  to  King  Richard  III.,  and  attended  him  at  the  battle  of  I '. 


field. 


To  my  right  worshipful,  and  my  most  best-beloved  lord  father,  my  Lord  Beaumont. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  my  most  best-beloved 
lord  father,  I  recommend  me  unto  your  good 
lordship;  please  it  you  to  weet,  I  have  con- 
reived  your  writing  right  well,  and  foras- 
much as  ye  desire  the  stewardship  of  Bagge- 
worth  for  your  well-beloved  Thomas  Ever- 
ingham,  which  I  trow  verily  be  right  a  good 
anda  faithful  gentleman.  Ho\vl>eit.  my  lord 
your  desire  shall  be  had  in  all  lli.it  is  in  me  ; 
and  at  the  instance  of  your  lordship.  I,  by 

1  Sh»T«  or  Shore  Thursday,  Maundy  Tin; 
the  da\  before  (Jood  Friday. 

'  —  '.ospel,  clap,  xviii.  v.  10.  \C,,  17, 

and  v.  21,  22. 

•  lates  to  papers  sent   with    this   1, 
•its  for  then-   b.-in^  no   <lir.  • 


the  advice  of  my  council,  shall  give  it  him 
in  writing,  under  such  form  as  shall  please 
you  ;  wherein  I  would  lx>  glad  to  do  that  that 
might  please   your   good    lordship,    praying 
you  ligW    heartily    ye    would  be   mine 
rial    good  lord    and   lather    in  all  surh 
can    think    should    irro\v    to    my    wor-hip    or 
profit    in  any    wise,  as  my  singular  t; 


4  We  are  here  made  acquainted  with  t 
H.  Windsor,  of  sleeping  after   dinner  at  after: 
perhaps  :is  the  hours  of  rising  were  early,  it  mi^'lit 
lie  usual  for  people  in    i,''-i;  :     still 

-  -.1  in  the  families  of  many  early  ri>iiii.'  farmers, 
kc.  [This  piess  does  not  appear  MTV  prihnlde;   imr, 
we  think,  is  the  practice  much  known  a:: 
"  Slepyini:  t\  likely  to  have  boon  here 

used  aa  leisure  time.] 
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most  in  you,  and  I  alway  ready  to  do  you 
service  with  God's  grace,  who  have  you,  my 
right  worshipful  and  my  most  best-beloved 
lord  father,  ever  in  his  blessed  keeping. 

Written  at  Rotherfield  Gray,  the  24th  day 
of  July,  &c. 

Furthermore,  my  lord,  and  it  like  you,  my 
lady  my  mother  recommended  her  unto  your 


good  lordship,  in  whom  her  most  faith  and  trust 
is  in,  praying  you  ye  will  be  good  brother 
unto  her,  for  she  hath  taken  you  for  her  chief 
counsel,  &c. 

JOHN  LORD  LOVELL.     . 

Rotherfield  Gray,  in  Oxfordshire, 
24th  of  July,  between  1455  and  1460. 
34  and  39  H.  VI . 


LETTER    XCVIIL— (LXX.  vol.  iii.  p.  283.) 

To  us  who  live  in  these  days  those  lawless  proceedings  seem  terrible,  but  in  the  tumultuous  times  here 
treated  of  such  occurrences  were  too  frequent;  and  the  period  here  exhibited,  distracted  by  civil  dissen- 
sions, made  them  still  more  common.  This  letter  must  have  been  written  between  1455,  33  H.  VI.  and  1460, 
39  H.  VI.  [But  this  statement  is  only  that  of  one  party,  who  himself  appears  very  willing  to  have 
recourse  to  the  violence  of  which  he  complains.  It  is  also  clear  by  the  man  being  sent  to  Lincoln  Castle, 
and  from  the  application  for  his  being  bailed  out,  that  there  was  sojne  legal  form  observed;  the  hanging 
also  was  to  be  effected  only  by  "  setting  a  sessions."  In  these  times  the  active  partisans  had  many 
opportunities,  no  doubt,  of  committing  great  oppression,  but  they  do  not  appear  to  be  customary  or  even 
numerous,  as  Sir  John  would  make  it  appear,  and  usually  by  form  of  law  at  least,  though  sometimes  no 
doubt  the  form  was  made  the  instrument  of  injustice.] 

To  my  right  honourable  and  right  worshipful  lord,  my  Lord  Viscount  Beaumont. 
RIGHT  honourable  and  my  right  worshipful      but  it  is  so.     And  now  yesternight  my  Lord 

Welles  came  to  Boston  with  four  score  horses, 


lord,  I  recommend  me  unto  your  good  lord- 
ship with  all  my  service,  ever  more  desiring 
to  hear  of  your  prosperity  and  welfare,  the 
which  I  pray  God  en  crease  and  continue  to 
his  pleasure,  and  after  your  own  heart's  de- 
sire; thanking  you  of  the  good  lordship  that 
ye  have  showed  me  at  all  times,  beseeching 
you  alway  of  good  continuance. 

Please  it  your  good  lordship  to  be  remem- 
bered how  afore  this  time  Hugh  Wytham 
hath  said  he  would  be  in  rest  and  peace  with 
me,  and  not  to  malign  against  me  otherwise 
than  law  arid  right  would ;  that  notwith- 
standing, upon  Monday  last  past,  he  and 
three  men  with  him  came  into  a  servant's 
house  of  mine  in  Boston,  called  William 
Sheriff,  and  there,  as  he  sat  at  his  work,  struck 
him  upon  the  head  and  in  the  body  with  a 
dagger,  and  wounded  him  sore,  and  pulled 
him  out  of  his  house,  and  set  him  in  prison 
without  any  cause  reasonable,  or  without 
writ,  or  any  other  process  showed  unto  him  ; 
and  that  me  seems  longs  (belongs)  not  for  him 
to  do,  but  as  he  says  he  is  indicted,  and  as 
your  good  lordship  knows  well,  I  and  all  my 
servants  are  in  like  wise,  but  an  any  man 
should  have  done  it,  it  longs  either  to  the 
sheriff  or  to  your  bailiff,  as  I  conceive,  and 
other  cause  he  had  none  to  him  as  far  as  I  can 
know,  but  only  for  the  maliciousness  of  that 
he  hath  unto  me,  nor  I  can  think  none  other 


and  in  the  morning  following,  took  him  out 
of  prison,  saying  afore  all  people,  "false  thief 
thou  shalt  be  hanged,  and  as  many  of  thy 
master's  men  as  may  be  gotten,"  as  your  ser- 
vant John  Abbott  can  report  unto  your  good 
lordship,  and  hath  taken  him  away  with  him 
to  Tattershall,  what  to  do  with  him  I  cannot 
say,  but,  as  I  suppose,  to  have  him  to  Lincoln 
Castle ;  wherefore  I  beseech  your  good  lord- 
ship in  this  matter  to  be  my  good  lord,  and 
that  it  please  your  good  lordship  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  keeper  of  the  castle  of  Lincoln, 
that  it  liked  him  to  deliver  him  out  of  prison 
under  a  sufficient  surety  had  for  him,  for  and 
(if)  they  may  keep  him  still  by  this  mean 
they  may  take  all  the  servants  that  1  have, 
and  so  I  may  do  again  in  like  wise. 

And  also,  as  I  am  informed,  without  he  be 
had  out  of  prison  in  haste,  it  will  be  right 
grievous  to  him  to  heal  of  his  hurt,  he  is 
so  sore  stricken ;  and  if  there  be  any  service 
that  your  good  lordship  will  command  me  to 
do  in  any  country,  please  it  you  to  send  me 
word,  and  it  shall  be  done  to  my  power  with 
the  grace  of  God,  which  have  you,  my  right 
honourable  and  worshipful  lord,  alway  in  his 
blessed  keeping.  Written  at  Kyme,  upon 
Wednesday  next  after  our  Lady's  day,  the 
Assumption,  (15M  August.) 

Also,  please  it  your  good  lordship  to  weet, 
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after  this  letter  was  made  there  came  a  man 
from  Tattershall  into  my  fenn,  which  ought 
me  good  will,  and  because  he  would  not  be 
holden  suspect,  he  spoke  with  women  which 
were  milking  kyne,  and  bade  them  go  to  a 
priest  of  mine  to  Dokdyke,  and  bid  him  fast 
go  [and]  give  me  warning,  how  that  my 
Lord  Willoughby,1  my  Lord  Cromwell,* 
and  my  Lord  Welles3  proposed  then  to  set 
a  sessions,  and  hang  the  said  William  Sheriff, 
an  they,  might  bring  the  intent  about ;  and 
so,  as  I  and  your  servant  John  Abbott  stood 
together,  the  priest  came  and  gave  me  warning 
hereof,  which  I  trust  for  my  worship  your 


good  lordship  would  not  should  happen,  for 
it  were  to  me  the  greatest  shame  that  might 
fall,  but  and   [unless]   it  please  your  good 
lordship  to  write  to  all  your  servants  i; 
country  that  they  will  be  ready  upon  u 
warning  to  come  when  I  send  them  word  ;  I 
trust  to  God  they  shall  not  hang  him  against 
the  law,  but  I,  with  help  of  your  good  lord- 
ship, shall  be  able  to  let  [prevent]  it. 
By  your  servant, 

WILLIAM  TAILBOYS.* 

Kyme,  in  Lincolnshire,  Wednesday, 
August,  between  1455  and  1460. ' 
33  and  39  II.  VI. 


LETTER    XCIX.— (LXXI.  vol.  iii.  p.  289.) 

This  letter  shows  the  terrible  effects  of  civil  commotions  to  individuals,  who  rise  or  fall  as  their  party  gains 
or  loses  any  advantage.  This  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Sir  Thomas  Todenham  were  afterwards  beheaded  'in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  [The  "  terrible  effects"  are  certainly  not  shown  in  this  letter.  The 
Lancastrian  party  were  probably  in  power  when  it  was  written,  and  idle  rumours  were  raised  <>t'  \shat  they 
•were  likely  to  do ;  but  nothing  of  all  this  took  place.  Sir  Thomas  Todenham  appears  throughou' 
been  an  active  Lancastrian,  and  was  beheaded,  after  conviction,  with  Oxford  and  others  for  a  treasonable 
intercourse  with  Queen  Margaret.  See  Letter  Ixxvi.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  praying  you  to  weet  that  there  is  a 
great  noise  in  this  town,  that  my  Lord  of 
Oxford  and  Yelvt-rton  and  ye  be  endited  in 
Kent  for  maintaining  of  the  oyer  and 
determiner, 5  and  John  Damme  is  indited 
there  also  of  treason,  because  that  he  did 
Heydon  inditen  of  treason  for  taking  down  of 
the  quarter  of  the  man  ;  and  the  people  that 
be  against  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  and  Hey- 
don be  sore  afraid  because  of  this  noise,  and 
of  other  language  that  is  had  both  in  this 
town  and  in  the  country,  that  these  said 

1   Richard  Welles,  a  son  of  Lionel  Ixird   \-> 
married  Joanna,   d  milliter  and  heir  to   Robert  Lord 
Willoughby,  in  whose  li. 'lit  In-  was,   in  14.V>,   sum- 
moned to  parliament  as  I-ord  Willoughby  of  i'.resby. 

*  This,  I  think,  must  be  Henry  Lord  Cromwell. 

3  Lion.-l   Lord  Welles,  fell   in"  the  battle  of  Tow- 
ton,  in  14f>l. 

*  Who  the  writer  William  Tailboyswas  I  have  not 

ibleto  make  out,  but  it  is  plain  by 


Todenham  and  Heydon  should  be  as  well  at 
ease,  and  have  as  great  rule  as  ever  they  had. 

James  Gloys  telleth  me,  that  he  hath  sent 
you  word  of  Heydon *s  horse  (>/.  ?/  • 
of  other  things,  more  of  which  I  was  purposed 
to  asent  (have  sent)  you  word  of. 

The  holy   Trinity    have    you    in    1, 
Written   at   Norwich,  the  Wcdn 
after  Saint  Mathias. 

Yours,  MAKGARKT  P.\ 


Norwich, 

Wednesdav,  February, 
between  1455  and  1460. 


34  and  39  II.  VI. 


the  attendance  of   i 
that  he  meant  to  r 

M-iAant   from   ;i  viol 
should  be  so  fortunate  IvemriM. 

&  Acomnii^i'ii  of  over  ami  : 

of  thi'  live  commissions  by  which  our  judires  of  assize 
now  sit  in  their  several  circuits.  It  w;i>  wont  in  for- 
mer time's  to  be  only  in  use  upon  some  sudden  out- 
rage or  insurrection  in  any  place. 
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LETTER    C.— (LXXII.  vol.  iii.  p.  291.) 

It  appears  that  Lady  Ogard's  cousin  and  counsel  assisted  her  to  good  purpose,  for  on  the  2nd  of  August,  1456, 
we  tind  that  Master  Thomas  Fairclowe,  D.D.  was  presented  by  her  to  the  church  of  Attleborough. 

To  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  entirely  well -beloved 
cousin,  I  commend  me  to  you  heartily,  let- 
ting you  weet  that  there  is  a  controversy 
moved  betwixt  my  cousin  John  Radcliff,1  of 
Attleborough  and  me  for  the  advowson  of  the 
church  of  Attleborough,  the  which  is  new 
[lately]  void,  whereof  the  title  is  mine  verily, 
as  God  knoweth,  the  which  shall  be  opened 
unto  you ;  and  upon  Thursday  next,  at  Wy- 
mondham,  there  shall  be  taken  an  Enquiry 
de  jure  Patronatus,  afore  Master  Robert  Popy 
and  Master  Simon  Thornham, 2  at  which 
day  I  may  nought  be  myself  as  God  knoweth, 
and  though  I  might  it  were  not  convenient 
(q.  becoming?).  And,  therefore,  right  trusty 
cousin,  considering  that  I  am  a  widow  impo- 
tent as  of  body,  tenderly  and  heartily  I  pray 
you,  if  it  like  you  to  be  there  assisting  my 
counsel  in  my  right,  as  reason  and  law  will, 


upon  Thursday  next  by  eight  of  the  clock, 
and  Fincham,3  Spelman,  and  other  of  my 
counsel  shall  be  then  there  waiting  upon  you ; 
and,  gentle  cousin,  have  me  excused  though  I 
write  thus  briefly  and  homely  to  you,  for  in 
truth  I  do  it  of  a  singular  trust  and  affection 
the  which  I  have  in  you,  considering  the 
good  name  and  fame  of  truth,  wisdom,  and 
good  conduct,  the  which  I  hear  of  you.  And 
therefore  and  (if)  ye  may  to  your  weal,  I 
beseech  you  heartily  to  be  there,  and  ye  shall 
nought  lose  thereby,  with  the  grace  of  Al- 
mighty Jesu,  the  which  ever  preserve  and 
promote  you,  gentle  cousin,  in  much  worship 
to  your  heart's  ease.  At  Bokenham  Castle, 
on  Tuesday  in  Pasche  Week,  in  haste. 

Dame  ALICE  OGARD.  4 
Bokenham,  Easter  Tuesday, 
30  March,  1456.    34  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CI.— (LXXIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  295.) 

The  feoffment,  which  Botoner  appears  so  anxious  about,  most  probably  concerned  those  lands  which  Sir  John 
Fastolf  intended  to  devote  to  charitable  uses,  as  the  founding  of  his  college,  &c.  From  the  management  of 
his  accounts  we  see  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  great  men  of  the  time  were  conducted,  and  the 
method  here  proposed  seems  the  best  that  could  be  contrived  for  bringing  back  his  auditors  to  their  accus- 
tomed exactness. 

To  my  Master  Past  on. 

PLEASE  you  to  weet  that,  after  due  recom- 
mendation, it  is  so  that  my  master  seiideth 
me  to  London  for  the  matter  of  Rochester  as 
for  divers  of  his  own  particular  matters  which 
concern  not  the  law,  &c.  And  I  am  like  to 
tarry  there  till  ye  come,  in  case  ye  come 
within  three  weeks. 

Sir,  at  reverence  of  God,  sith  (since')  my 
master  is  fully  in  will  to  renew  his  feoffment, 
(take  care)  that  it  may  be  done  by  time  by 
the  surest  ground  that  may  be  had,  for,  be  it 
never  so  surely  done,  it  shall  be  thought  little 


1  John  Radcliff,  Esq.  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Walter  Lord  Fitz  Walter;  he  was  in  her 
right  called  Lord  Fitz  Walter,  and  was  killed  at 
Ferrybridge  in  1460. 

a  These  were  civilians  and  officers  belonging  to 
the  bishop's  court. 

3  Simeon  Fincham,  of  Fincham,  Esq.,  his  son 
John  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  oau  Spelman,  of 


enough  to  keep  his  land  out  of  trouble ;  and 
to  spare  for  no  counsel  nor  cost  to  make  it 
sure,  for  a  penny  in  season  spent  will  save  a 
pound. 

I  communed  with  my  brother  Spyrling, 
which  sayeth  he  will  do  his  attendance,  and 
to  keep  it  right  close  of  the  names,5  tarrying 
draweth  peril. 

And  ye  moved  a  good  matter  to  the  parson 
and  to  me  at  your  last  being  at  Caister,  that 
my  master  should  be  learned  (informed)  what 
his  household  standeth  upon  yearly  since  he 

Beckerton,  Esq.,  I  suppose  the  person  here  men- 
tioned ;  he  died  in  1460,  and  Simeon  in  1458. 

4  Dame  Alice  Ogard  was  the  widow  of  Sir  Andrew 
Ogard,  Knt.,  whose   first   wife  was  Margaret,  the 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Clifton,  Knt.,  of  Bokenham 
Castle.    He  died  in  1454,  and  Alice,  his  relict,  in 
1460. 

5  Of  the  trustees  named  in  the  feoffment,  I  suppose 
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kept  it  wholly  together  -if  one  place;  and 
that  done,  then  to  see  by  the  revenues  of  his 
yearly  livelihood  what  may  he  laid  and 
assigned  out  for  that,  cause  to  maintain  his 
said  household,  and  over  that,  what  may  be 
assigned  to  bear  out  his  pleas ; l  and  also  to 
pay  for  his  foreign  charges,8  and  deeds  of 
alms  to  a  convenient  sum. 

And  since  the  greatest  ordinary  charge  must 
be  his  household  keeping,  it  were  most  expe- 
dient that  ye  would  note  well  to  remember 
specially  my  master  to  do  (cause)  his  auditors 
cast  up  and  make  rolls  of  his  accounts  con- 
cerning the  said  household  since  he  came  into 
Norfolk  these  two  years  and  half,  which 
was  never  so  long  to  do  these  forty  winters,  as 
ye  know  :  and  it  is  pity  that  his  audit  is  none 
otherwise  in  that  intended  ;  ye  must  needs,  if 


ye  will  my  master  know  how  it  stand  with 
him  yearly  of  his  charges,  that  this  be  dnn<» 
first,  as  it  was  always  accustomed;  my  n 
will  accord  it  to  be  done,  but  it  is  for- 
through  negligence  of  men  given  to  sensuality, 
as   Thomas    Upton,    me,    and    others;3    my 
master  cannot  know  whether  he  go  backward 
or  forward  till  this  be  done. 

I  can  not  (nniiyhf)  else,  but  ye  will  not  for- 
get this,  that  the  auditors  go  verily  about  it 
to  an  end;  and  Heylesdon  accounts  be  behind 
hand  for  two  years  too,  great  pity  is:  and  it 
were  (/  wish  it  were}  yours,  or  in  any  wise 
man's  governance.  At  Norwich,  hastily,  the 
Wednesday  in  Easter  week. 

BOTOHRNER. 

Norwich,  Wednesday  in  K;i>t.>r  Week, 
31  March,  1456."   34  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CII.— (LXXIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  299.) 

\Ve  have  in  this  letter  a  continuation  of  Botoner's  advice  concerning  the  management  of  Sir  John  Fastolfs 
affairs  at  Caister,  &c.,  and  proper  methods  proposed  for  remedying  them.     II<-  seems  to  thiuk  that  Sir  John 
If  was  a  considerable  loser  by  concerning  himself  with  ships,  and  in  merchandise,  &c.,  and  hints  that 
his  corn  and  wool  might  be  turned  to  better  account  than  exchanged  for  wares  at  Yarmouth.     Th> 
part  of  this  letter,  which  concerns  political  matters,  seems  to  refer  to  the  year  1456,  when  the  Ki 
again  under  the  management  of  the  queen  and  her  party.     The  king  and  his  friends  were  now  at  1 ! 
(Hen-ford  I  suppose  it  means),  inquiring  after  and  punishing  those  who  had  joined  the  Duke  of  York's 
army  raised  in  Wales. 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir,  John  Paston,  Esquire,  being  in  Norwich,  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  after  due  recommend- 
ation, please  you  to  weet  that  I  wrote  a  re- 
membrance to  you  the  day  that  I  departed 
out  of  Norwich,  by  Richard,  the  parson's  ser- 
vant of  Blofield,  concerning  certain  matters 
to  be  remembered  by  your  wisdom  for  my 
master's  avail,  which  your  great  wisdom  ran 
well  understand  isrit,rht  needful,  as  one  thing 
in  especial,  that  Shipdam  and  Spyrlin^ 
oii'^'lit  to  labour,  first  of  anything  that  be- 
hin.^eth,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  receipts 
and  dispenses  (V/V////-.sv///,v</.v  >  of  my  master's 

bold  in   Caister  since  he  came  last  into 
Norfolk,  which  as  well  for  the  provisions  that 
is  had  of  his  own  growing  as  in  money    < 
tor  till  the  said  accounts  lie  made  ordii. 

hodtcally'),   which  be  of  a  great  cl 
yearly,  weet  ye  for  ceitain  my  master  shall 

?  Char-es  not  connected  will!   his  household  ac- 


never  know  whether  he  goeth  backward  or 
forward;  and  many  other  accomptants,  that 
maken  livery  (maAe  <le/ircr?/ 
corns   and  cattle   to    the    household    by    the 
receiver  and    by   the   bailiffs,  cannot   ap: 
their    liberates  [rowc/ifv.v]   just,   till    the    said 
household  books  be  made  up;  and  sii, 
hath   been  kept  ordinarily  since  my   master 

'  to  keeji   house  this  lifty   year   al- 
and  when    he   hath    been   absent    heyoii'i 
X-c..  it  ought  (to')  be  more  readilier  done  and 
made   up   while  he  is  present  and   well,    the 
rather thathis household meny  [retainers]  were 
not  so  whole  together  this   forty   year  as  be 
now  at  Caister.     Also   his  miiiu-1 
counts  (ininntt-s  »/'  /'/>/  draughts)  of  his  chief 
manor  of  Heylesdon  lor  tin.  nake 

up  and  to  examine;    and    I    assure   you    full 
simply  approved  his  \vools  ami  hiss  farm. 

=>[Ti  -toner 
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And  the  third  is,  that,  so  would  Jesu,  my 
master's  auditors  would  faithfully  and  plainly 
inform  my  master  of  the  truth  of  the  yearly 
great  damage  he  beareth  in  disbursing  his 
money  about  shipping  and  boats,  keeping  an 
house  up  at  Yarmouth  to  his  great  harm,  and 
receiveth  but  chafler  and  ware  for  his  corns 
and  wools,  &c.  And  then  must  abide  a  long 
day  to  make  money ;  of  such  chaffer  taking 
he  shall  never  be  monied,  nor  be  answered 
clearly  of  his  revenues  yearly,  but  (unless} 
those  things  above  said  be  amended  betimes. 
In  Lewis's  days  twelve  years  together  my 
master  was  wont  to  lay  up  money  yearly  at 
London  and  Caister,  and  now  the  contrary, 
de  malo  in  pejus. 

I  dare  not  be  known  of  this  bill,  but  ye 
may  question  arid  vele  (feel)  of  the  disposition 
of  these  matters  of  others,  and  then  understand 
if  I  write  justly  or  no ;  and  ye,  as  of  your 
motion,  for  my  master's  worship  and  profit, 
exhorting  him,  the  steward,  Shipdam,  and 
Spyrling  to  take  a  labour  and  a  pain  that 
this  be  reformed. 

I  pray  you  and  require  you  keep  this 
matter  to  yourself.  Your  BOTONER. 

As  for  novelties  none  cometh,  but  it  is  said 
the  siege  shall  come  to  Calais ;  the  Earl  of 
Warwick :  is  yet  at  Canterbury  with  the 


archbishop,2  and  the  earl's  younger  brother  3 
is  married  to  Sir  Edmund  Inglethorpe's 
daughter  upon  Saint  Mark's  day,  the  Earl 
of  Worcester4  brought  about  the  marriage; 
the  queen  and  the  king  at  Herford, 5  the  Lords 
Buckingham,6  Shrewsbury  ?  and  others  there ; 
and  now  it  is  said  Herbert8  shall  come  in, 
arid  appear  at  Leicester  before  the  king  and 
the  lords,  his  life  granted  and  goods,  so  he 
make  amends  to  them  he  hath  offended  ; 
many  be  indicted,  some  causelessly,  which 
maketh  Herbert's  party  stronger ;  and  the  bur- 
gesses and  gentlemen  about  Herford  will  go 
with  the  king,  wife  and  child,  but  (unless) 
a  peace  be  made  ere  the  king  part  thence;  for 
else  Herbert  arid  his  affinity  will  acquit  them 
[requite  them],  as  it  is  said. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  hath  had  the  folks 
of  Canterbury  and  Sandwich  before  him,  and 
thanked  them  of  their  good  hearts,  and  vic- 
tualling of  Calais,  and  prayeth  them  of  con- 
tinuance. 

I  send  a  bill  of  the  names  indicted,  to  my 
master  and  you,  to  see  and  laugh  at  their 
Welsh  names  descended  of  old  pedigrees." 
Our  Lord  be  with  you ;  written  hastily  at 
London,  the  1st  day  of  May.  BOTONER. 


London,  Saturda 
1456. 


rday,  1st  of  May, 


LETTER    CHI.— (XXXI.  vol.  i.  p.  131.) 

This  letter  was  written  on  Whitsun  Eve,  the  15th  of  May,  in  1456,  a  short  time  after  a  tumult  in  London, 
between  the  inhabitants  and  some  merchants  of  Lombardy.  The  court  supposed  the  Duke  of  York  s 
party  to  have  encouraged  it,  and,  by  the  report  of  Lord  Beaumont  being  slain  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
much  hurt,  (I  suppose  in  this  tumult,)  it  appears  at  least  that  the  leaders  of  each  party  were  drawn  into 
it  when  it  did  happen,  although  no  previous  plan  might  be  laid  by  either  party  for  that  purpose.  Hut  as 
the  report  was  false  of  either  of  these  noblemen  being  killed  or  wounded,  so  possibly  neither  might  be 
present  in  the  tumult. 

To  my  Master  Past  on. 


W^ORSHIPFUL  Sir  and  my  good  master,  I  re- 
commend me  to  you  ;  this  day  I  came  home, 

1  Richard  Nevile  Earl  of  Warwick. 

2  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  Lord  Chancellor. 

3  John     Nevile,    afterwards   Marquis  Montague, 
married  Isabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Edmund 
Ingoldesthorpe,  of  Burgh  Green  in  Cambridgeshire, 
by  his  wife  Jane,  sister,  and  at  length  co-heir  of  John 
Lord  Tiptoft,  first  Earl  of  Worcester.     He  was  slain 
in  the  battle  of  Barnct  in  1471. 

*  John  Tiptoft  was  created  Earl  of  Worcester  in 
1449,  and  in  Edward  IVth's  reign  elected  a  Knight 
of  the  Garter.  During  that  king's  deposition  in  1470, 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  obtained  in  parliament  that 
Worcester  should  be  beheaded. 


and  as  to  our  matters,  I  shall  be  with  you 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  next  by  my  master's 

5  This  must  mean  Hereford. 

6  Humphrey  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Northampton  in  14CO. 

7  John  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  he  was  Lord 
Treasurer,  and  fell  at  the  battle  of  Northampton, 
aet.  49. 

8  Sir  William  Herbert,  knight,  had  greatly  assisted 
the  Duke  of  York  in  raising  forces,  and  ever  con- 
tinuing a  steady  Yorkist,  often  contended  against  the 
Lancastrians.    He  was  afterwards  deservedly  in  favour 
with  Edward  IV.,  and  by  him  was  created  Earl  of 
Pembroke;  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Banbury  in  14C9,  and  beheaded  by  the  rebels. 

9  [This  list  does  not  appear.] 
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advice,  and  inform  you  of  all,  and  of  such  as 
I  will  not  write.  Your  coffer  is  at  the  Prince's 
inn;  send  for  it  when  ye  like,  by  the  token1 
I  had  of  Margaret  Goclie,  a  book  of  law  that 
Wigge  brought  me. 

As  for  tidings,  my  masters  your  brethren 
fare  well,  and  recommend  them  to  my  mis- 
tress their  mother,  to  you  and  to  all,  &c.  As 
for  tidings  rise,  the  king  is  at  Shene,  the 
queen  and  prince  at  Tutbury,  '2  but,  if  it  be, 
the  latter  removing.  Tidings  were  that  the 
Lord  Beaumont  was  slain,  and  my  Lord 
Warwick  sore  hurt,  1000  men  slain  and  six 
score  knights  and  "squires  hurt,  and  nothing 
true,  blessed  be  God.  As  for  the  Lombards, 


two  of  the  trespassers  were  hanged  on  Monday, 
and  there  are  by  this  time  proclamations 
made,  or  shall  be.  through  London,  the  peace 
to  be  kept  upon  great  pains:  and  the  I 
bards  to  occupy  their  merchandizes8  as  they 
did,  till  the  council  and  parliament  have 
otherwise  determined,  and  no  more  as  yet. 

The  atteint  abideth  unruled  till  the  next 
term,  as  I  shall  tell  you,  and  it  shall  do  well 
with  God's  grace,  who  have  you  in  keeping 
and  all  yours.  Written  at  Caister  vigil  ia 
Pentecosten. 

Your  own  JOHN  BUCKING. 4 

Whitsnn  Even,  15th  of  May,  1100. 
3-1  II.  VI. 


[Tins    letter    is    also    from  Bock  ing    to 
Paston,    dated  from   Horsleydown,    June  7 
1456,  and  contains  a  number  of  bits  of  in 


LETTER    CIV.— (XXXII.  vol.  i.  p.  135.) 

from  Rocking    to  J.        telligence,   public   and  private,    but.  of    no 


a'neral  interest.] 


LETTER    CV.— (XXXIII.  vol.  i.  p.  139.) 

letter  from  Lord  Scales  to  notwithstanding  I  suppose  learned  men  will 
not  be  easy  for  to  get,  because  of  this  biny 
time  of  harvest."  It  is  dated  from  Middle- 
ton,  Norfolk,  the  10th  of  August,  1156.] 


[Tins  is  a  short 

J.  1'a-ton,  urging  him  to  keep  an  appoint- 
ment for  '•  Thursday  seven  days  next 
coming;  which  shall  be  for  the  best  as  I  trust, 


L  E  T  T  E  R    CVL— (XXXI V.  vol.  i.  p.  Ml.) 


[FROM  William  Botoner  to  J.  Paston,  from 
London,  in  July,  1  io7,  as  is  guessed,  for  the 
year  is  not  given.  It  is  another  letter  of  scraps 
of  neivs  of  law  proceedings,  and  ollx-r  matters 
of  no  general  interest.  Among  other  things 


it    tells   us: — ''Justice    is    done   daily   upru 
thieves  and  malefactors,  and  ; 

that    justiee   may    proreed,"    and    f 
.soldiers  l/e  more  temperate  than  thev 


LETTER  C VII.— (XXXV.  i.  p.  113.) 

Fmm  these  memoranda  we  may  collect  that  her  son.  Clement  Past.m,  who  vas  horn  in  1112,  had  air-- 

•mhrid.'e,  when-  he  had  been  n.^lii;cnt  of  his  Icainiii-,  and  where  !>••  had  l-'.-n  1"  ted.      II. 

:IDW  under  the  tuition   of  a  Mi .  <  invnlield.  in    London,  to  whom  his  mother  1> 
authority  to  rf.-m-rt   him,  with  a  reward   in  hand  and   th«-    I'Mini 
Clement"' s  wardrobe  st-ems  well   furnished  with  u">wns.     Kli/.jilieth  Paaton,  her  daughter,  \\ 

nty  and  thirty  \  (  ars  old,  .-u.<  :  on-lit  up  in  the- family  ofLadyl'ole,  wh.-re,  th 


bowl    the  caution  used  at  this  time,  for 
i  ins  on  the  delivery  of  goods  at 

"ordshirc,  our  historians  say  at  Coventry. 
3  '!".  -  that   tin.-:   riot  \\.n 

;  i  n  i'. 


me  of  our  hi 

\\earin::  a  dau'^er." 
*  John  H<i<;kiic    ' 

John  1  T.  for 

men  of  rank   and   f..rtnu«-   in  tl. 
retained  one  or  more  in  tl.. 
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paid  for  her  board,  she  was  employed  in  needle- works  of  various  kinds .  This  Lady  Pole  was  most  probably 
the  daughter,  or  wife  of  a  son,  of  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Sullblk,  the  father  of  William  Duke  of 
Suffolk. 

Errands  to  London  of  Aynes  Paston,  the  28/A  day  of  January ',  1457,  the  year  of  King  Henry 

Fl.  the  36/A. 

And  a  short  blue  gown,  that  was  raised, 
and  made  of  a  side  gown  when  I  was  last 
at  London. 

And  a  side3  russet  gown  furred  with 
beaver  was  made  this  time  two  years. 

And  a  side  murray  gown  was  made  this 
time  twelvemonth. 

Item,  to  do  make  me  ((jet  made  for  me)  six 
spoons  of  eight  ounces  of  troy  weight,  well 
fashioned  and  double  gilt. 

And  say  (tell)  Elizabeth  Paston  that  she 
must  use  herself  to  work  readily,  as  other 
gentlewomen  do,  and  somewhat  to  help  her- 
self therewith. 

Item,  to  pay  the  Lady  Pole  26s.  and  8d. 
for  her  board. 

And  if  Greenfield  have  done  well  his 
devoir  to  Clement,  or  will  do  his  devoir,  give 
him  the  noble,  (6s.  8d.) 

AGNES  PASTON. 


To  pray  Greenfield  to  send  me  faithfully 
word  by  writing  how  Clement  Paston  hath 
done  his  endeavour  in  learning. 

And  if  he  hath  not  done  well,  nor  will  not 
amend,  pray  him  that  he  will  truly  belash 
(whip)  him  till  he  will  amend ;  and  so  did 
the  last  master,  and  the  best  that  ever  he  had 
at  Cambridge. 

And  say  (tell)  Greenfield,  that  if  he  will 
take  upon  him  to  bring  him  into  good  rule  and 
learning,  that  I  may  verily  know  he  doth  his 
endeavour,  I  will  give  him  10  marks  (G/.  13*. 
4</.)  for  his  labour,  for  I  had  lever  (rather) 
he  were  fairly  buried  than  lost  for  default. 

Item,  to  see  how  many  gowns  Clement 
hath,  and  they  that  be  bare,  let  them  be 
raised,  (let  them  have  a  new  nap1  set  upon  them.) 

He  hath  a  short  green  gown.  And  a  short 
musteidevelersa  gown,  (which)  were  never 
raised. 


LETTER   CVIII.— (XXXVI.  vol.  i.  p.  147.) 

This  letter  requires  some  previous  explanation  from  our  English  history,  before  it  can  be  properly  under- 
stood. The  Duke  of  York,  in  1456,  having  not  yet  openly  asserted  his  right  to  the  crown,  the  queen's 
party,  though  informed  of  his  intentions  on  that  head,  could  not  take  such  steps  as  if  his  designs  had  been 
more  apparently  avowed.  The  king,  however,  in  the  summer  of  this  year  sent  letters  to  the  duke,  and 
to  the  Earls  of  Salisbury  and  Warwick,  requiring  them  to  meet  him  at  Coventry  on  matters  of  state. 
They  \\ere  suspicious  of  the  queen  ;  however  they  set  forwards,  but  either  on  the  road  or  at  their  arrival 
their  emissaries  informed  them  that  they  were  in  danger,  whereupon  they  immediately  separated  and 
departed.  Foreign  affairs,  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  year  1457,  kept  both  parties  rather  quiet,  but  in 
January,  when  domestic  disputes  were  again  ready  to  break  out,  endeavours  were  used  fora  reconciliation, 
and  the  king  wrote  with  his  own  hand  letters  to  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  friends,  requesting  them  to 
repair  to  London,  in  order  to  have  all  matters  amicably  and  sincerely  adjusted.  This  letter,  from  the 
Earl  of  Salisbury  to  Viscount  Ueaumont,  seems  to  have  been  written  in  answer  to  that  received  by  him 
from  the  kin.;,  and  sent  to  the  Karl  by  one  of  his  highness's  grooms  of  his  chamber.  It  appears  by  this 
answer  that  the  Karl  was  fearful  of  putting  himself  (at  least  till  he  had  consulted  his  friends)  into  the 
king's  and  queen's  power,  and  therefore  feigns  himself  very  sick  ;  but  at  the  same  time  lie  seems  conscious 
that  his  sickness  will  not  be  believed  to  be  so  bad  as  he  had  represented  it,  by  the  particular  care  he  takes 
to  express  himself  concerning  it.  Not  content  with  this  representation,  he  likewise  refers  his  lordship  to 
another  person  to  v.  uch  the  truth  of  it,  not  indeed  to  Hagerston,  the  king's  messenger,  who  brought  him 
the  letter,  but  to  one  Robert  Danby :  and  I  think  it  may  be  concluded,  that  had  his  illness  been  real,  he 
would  have  thought  that  his  word  and  honour  as  a  nobleman  would  have  been  a  sufficient  confirmation  of 
the  truth  of  his  assertion.  His  fears,  however,  were  certainly  well  grounded,  considering  the  snare  he  had 


1  "  I  tell  thee,  Jack  Cade  the  clothier  means  to 
dress  the  commonwealth,  and  turn  it  and  set  a  new 
nap  upon  it." — Henry  VI.  Part  ii.  Act  iv. 

'2  Probably  Mes  ier  de,  Velours,  French,  a  half 
velvet. 

3  A  side  gown  may  mean  a  long  one  ;  for  in 
Laueham's  account  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  entertain- 


ment at  Kenilworth  Castle,  1575,  the  minstrel's 
"  gown  had  side  (i.  e.  long)  sleeves  down  to  the  mid- 
leg."  The  gown  however  described  by  Mrs.  Paston, 
appears  rather  to  have  been  the  SlJrjieaj:.  Lateralis 
vestis,  sc.  ad  latera  tegenda.  Lumbaris  toga.  See 
Reubenij  Glossarium,  65.  Mlfi.  Gloss,  p.  68  and  69. 
A  gown  to  cover  the  sides  or  loins. 
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escaped  when  last  summoned ;  but  it  may  be  supposed,  that,  on  a  meeting  or  consultation  between  him  and 
the  Duke  of  York,  it  was  determined  that  they  would  both  attend.     All   our  historians  agree  that  they 
came,  though  accompanied  with  armed  followers  ;  and  the  next  letter  written  by  William  of  \V,, 
and  dated  1st  of  February,  mentions  these  noblemen  as  then  arrived;  so  that  very  soon  af;er  seudin.- 
this  letter  the  Earl  must  have  altered  his  plan.     In  consequence  of  this  attendance  a  public  and  sj> 
reconciliation  took  place,  about  the  latter  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April ;  and  in  a  proces, 
St.  Paul's  Church,  the  Karl  of  Salisbury  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  immediately 
before  the  king. 

The  direction  of  this  letter  from  an  avowed  Yorkist  is  very  particular,  and  being  written  to  a  nobleman, 
in  office  about  the  king's  person,  and  a  strict  adherent  to  the  House  of  Lancaster,  the  friendly  addr. 
justly  be  suspected  of  wanting  sincerity;  but  both  these  noblemen  being  Knights  Companions  of  the  most 
noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  this  brotherly  mode  of  address  was  usual. 

To  the  right  worshipful,  and,  with  all  mine  heart,  right  entirely  well-beloved  brother,  the 
discount  Beaumont. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and,  with  all  mine  heart, 
right  entirely  well-beloved  brother,  I  recom- 
mend me  unto  you;  and  for  so  much  as,  by 
the  king's  most  noblest  letters,  brought  me 
late  by  Hagerston,  one  of  the  grooms  of  his 
chamber,  1  am  desired  to  come  unto  his 
highness  to  London. 

VVhereunto  for  such  grievous  disease  and 
infirmities  as  it  hath  liked  our  lord  to  visit 
me  with,  whereof  Robert  Danby  can  at  large 
declare  unto  you,  I  can  ne  mowe  (nor  may") 
dispose  me  ;  without  feynyng  {feigning},  by 
the  truth  I  owe  unto  the  king,  but  that  thereby 
I  doubt  not  I  should  not  recover  [all  the]  days 
of  my  life  such  hurt  as,  by  the  reason  of  the 
said  disease,  would  grow  unto  me  ;  the  which 
hath  right  fervently  and  sore  holden  me  in 
many  diverse  behalves,  so  that  sith  (since)  my 
last  coming  from  London,  I  had  not  by  the 
space  of  six  days  together  my  health. 

Wherefore,   brother,  I  pray  you  with  all 


mine  whole  heart,  that  it  like  you  to  call 
tofore  you  the  said  Robert  Danby,  and  to 
take  of  him  the  very  truth  in  the  premises ; 
and  thereupon  to  be  my  good  and  tender. 
moyen  {mean),  as  by  your  wisdom  can  best 
be  thought  convenable  unto  the  king's  good 
grace,  for  the  excuse  of  my  none  coming; 
praying  you  heartily  to  certify  me  by  comers 
between,  such  tidings  as  ye  shall  have  iu 
those  parts,  with  other  your  good  pleasure  to 
be  performed  at  my  power,  as  knoweth  our 
Lord,  to  whom  I  beseech  to  ever  have  you  iu 
his  blessed  protection  and  keeping. 

Written  at  Sheriff  Hutton,  the  24th  day  of 
January. 

Your  true  brother,  which  prayeth  you 
heartily  to  excuse  me  to  the  king's  high- 
ness, 

R.  S.u.isnfRY.1 

Sheriff  Hutton,  Tuesday  24th  of  January, 
1457-8.     36  Ii.  M. 


1    Kidiard   Novil,-.  Karl  of  Sali-bury,  fither  oflhe 
>!'  Warwick,  was  a  principal   1  romo'.ci   of  the 
Duke  of  York's  pretension-,;    lie   \\;i>  :i  nobleman  of 
ter,  :iii(l  oi'c'ins,  mma'e  prudence  and 
•  Ix-inu'  taken  primmer  at  the   In' 
•1,  in  December,  14CO,  he  was  I ,,•!> 


The  conclusion  (from  tli 

and  signature  of  this   letter  arc  written  by  the   Karl 
hiin-elf.  the  other  parts  of  it  by    his  Secretary.      \\  •• 

of  this  letter  in  the  hand-writing  o:  the  I 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


85 


LETTER    CIX.— (XXXVII.  vol.  i.  p.  151.) 


[THIS  letter  is  from  Botoner  (Worcester) 
to  Sir  John  Fastolf,  and  narrates  some  law 
proceedings  of  no  consequence,  and  a  few 


political  matters,  either  well  known,  or    of 
no  interest.] 


LETTER    CX.—  (LXXV.  vol.  iii.  p.  305.) 

At  a  time  when  the  kingdom  was  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm  from  the  civil  contentions  between  the  White 
and  Red  Roses,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  coasts  were  neglected,  and  that  the  enemies  of  England 
took  advantage  of  this  neglect  by  pillaging  the  inhabitants  near  the  shores.  These  coasts  were  likewise 
exposed  to  the  enemy  in  1449,  see  Letter  xxiii.p.  16. 

To  John  Past  on,  dwelliny  in  the  Inner  Inn  of  the  Temple,  at  London,  be  this  letter  delivered 

in  haste. 


SON,  I  greet  you,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine;  as  for  my  daughter  yqur 
wife,  she  fareth  well,  blessed  be  God  !  as  a 
woman  in  her  plight  may  do,  and  all  your 
sons  and  daughters. 

And  forasmuch  as  ye  will  send  me  no 
tidings,  I  send  you  such  as  be  in  this  country  ; 
Richard  Lynsted  came  this  day  from  Paston  l 
and  let  me  weet,  that  on  Saturday  last  past, 
Dravell,  half-brother  to  Warren  Harman, 
was  taken  with  enemies,  walking  by  the  sea- 
side, and  (they}  have  him  forth  with  them  ; 
and  they  took  two  pilgrims,3  a  man  and  a 
woman,  and  they  robbed  the  woman  and  let 
her  go,  and  led  the  man  to  the  sea  ;  and  when 
they  knew  he  was  a  pilgrim,  they  gave  him 
money,  and  set  him  again  on  the  land  ;  and 
they  have  this  week  taken  four  vessels  oft' 
Wiriterton,  and  Happesburgh  and  Eccles. 

Men  be  sore  afraid  for  taking  of  me,  for 


there  be  ten  great,  vessels  of  the  enemy's; 
God  give  grace  that  the  sea  may  be  better 
kept  than  it  is  now,  or  else  it  shall  be  a 
perilous  dwelling  by  the  sea-coast. 

I  pray  you  greet  well  your  brethren,  and 
say  (tell)  them  that  I  send  them  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine,  and  say  William  that  if  Janet 
Lauton  be  not  paid  for  the  crimson  coat  which 
Alson  [Alison  or  Alice']  Crane3  wrote  to  her  for 
in  her  own  name,  that  then  he  pay  her,  and  see 
Alson  Crane's  name  stricken  out  of  her  book, 
for  she  saith  she  will  ask  no  man  the  money 
but  Alson  Crane.  And  I  pray  you  that  ye 
will  remember  the  letter  that  I  sent  you  last, 
and  God  be  with  you. 

Written  at  Norwich,  the  Wednesday  next 
before  St.  Gregory  (IZtk  March). 

By  your  mother,  AGNES  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Wednesday,  8th  March, 
1457-8.     36  H.  VI. 


LETTER     CXI.— (XXXVIII.  vol.  i.  p.  155J 

This  letter  gives  us  an  account  of  those  noblemen  who  came  to  London  in  consequence  of  the  king's  letters, 
requesting  their  attendance,  in  order  to  establish  a  reconciliation  between  both  parties.  It  appears  that 
each  party  had  a  separate  council,  the  lords  who  were  friends  to  the  king,  being  lodged  without  the  city, 
meeting  at  the  White  Friars ;  and  those  in  the  Duke  of  York's  interest,  being  lodged  within  the  city,  at 
the  Black  Friars.  The  reason  given  is— their  mutual  convenience;  the  real  one,  perhaps— political;  though 
as  the  meetings  were  held  at  different  times  of  the  day,  the  lords  of  each  party  might  be  present.  Holinshed 
says,  that  the  king's  friends  met  in  the  Chapter  House  in  Westminster. 

To  my  Master  Fastolf,  at  Caister,  in  haste. 


LIKE  it  your  mastership  to  weet,  that  as  for 
tidings,  the  council  is,  the  forenoon,  at  the 

1  Paston  is  situated    exactly    on  the    north-east 
point  of  the  Norfolk  coast. 

2  We  have  here  an  instance  of  the  respect  paid  to 
pilgrims ;  for  we  find  as  soon  as  the  man  carried  aboard 
the  ships  was  known  by  the  commander  to  be  on  pil- 
grimage, he  was  dismissed,  and  set  on  shore  with 


Black  Friars,  for  the  ease  of  resorting  of  the 
lords  that  are  within  the  town  ;  and,  at  after- 
money  in  his  pocket,  which  probably  might  be  given 
to  him  as  a  recompense  for  what  the  sailors  had 
taken  from  the  woman  on  shore,  or  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  pilgrimage. 

a  This  was  probably  a  daughter  of  Robert  Crane, 
of  Stonham,  in  Suffolk. 
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noon,  at  the  White  Friars  in  Fleet-street,  for 
the  lords  without  the  town ;  and  all  things  shall 
come  to  a  good  conclusion  with  God's  grace  ; 
for  the  king  shall  come  hither  this  week,  and 
the  queen  also,  as  some  men  say,  and  my  Lords 
Buckingham,1  and  Stafford2  with  her,  and 
much  people. 

My  Lord  of  Canterbury8  taketh  great 
pain  upon  him  daily,  and  will  write  unto 
you  the  certainty  of  such  tidings  as  1'all ;  and 
should  have  done  ere  this  time,  save  for  that 
he  would  know  an  end  of  the  matter. 

Other  tidings  here  are  none,  save  my  Lord 
of  Exeter  is  displeased  that  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  shall  keep  the  sea,  and  hath  there- 
fore received  this  week  1000/.  of  the  Hanam<r.4 


The  messenger  was  on  horseback  when  I 
wrote  you  this  hill,  and  therefore  it  was  done 
in  haste,  and  our  Lord  Jesu  keep  you. 
Written  at  London  the  Wednesday  after 
Midlent.5 

And  my  Lord  of  Canterbury  told  me  that 
the  Frenchmen6  have  been  before  you,  and 
that  ye  shot  many  guns,  and  so  he  told  all 
the  lords.  I  have  desired  him  to  move  the 
council  for  refreshing  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth 
with  stuff  of  ordnance,  and  guns  and  gun- 
powder, and  he  said  he  would. 

Your  huinlilcsrrvant, 

JOHN  DOCKING. 

London,  Wednesday,  Kith  of  March, 
8.     30  II.  VI. 


LETTER   CXIL— (LXXVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  309.) 

I  have  given  this  long  letter  to  show  the  means  used  to  tamper  with  sheriffs  and  under-sheriffs,  that  juries 
might  be  returned  favourable  to  the  cause  of  those  who  had  influenced  the  returning  officer;  this  <•  • 
tion  is  a  very  curious  one,  and  exhibits  care,  caution,  and  finesse  on  both  sides.     We  an-  happy  in  li 
times  when  neither  the  crown  improperly  interferes  in  matters  of  trial  by  jury,  nor  are  any  of  our 
in  this  age  ever  accused  of  packing  a  .jury  to  oblige  particular  parties.     The  stream  of  justice  runs  pun-  and 
clear — may  it  ever  continue  so!     This  letter  was  most  probably  written  between  the  years  1457  and  1460 
(see   Letters  rxiv.  and   CMV.),   as    Lord   Molyns  was   a  Lancastrian,   and   beheaded  early   in  th. 
of  Edward  IV.,   when,  from  the   letters  here  referred  to,  it  appears  there  were  matters  of  property  in 
dispute  between  this  nobleman  and  ,1.  1'aston.     The  sheriffs  for  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for'the 
following  years  were,  for   1457  Richard  Bothe,  for  1458  Giles  de  Saintloe,  1459  William  de  Calthori*.  and 
146')  Philip  Wentworth  ;  it  was  with  one  of  these,  therefore,  that  this  conversation  passed.     The  m  inner  in 
•which  our  nobles  travelled  in  this  a,re  is  here  pointed  out.     [Sir  John  Fenu,  we  think,  is  too  apt  ; 
found  attempts  with  deeds  in  order  to   depreciate  our  ancestors  unduly-     In  this  ease  we  have  au  I 
Paston's  writing  an  account  to  his  employer  of  his  interview  with  the  sheriff,  apparently  an  intimat. 
ofPaston's.     The  agent's  guesses  are  worth  nothing ;  and  what  are  the  facts  -     The  sheriff  refuses  n 
for  something  he  had  done,  and  only  con-ruts  ;,t  last  that  it  shall  be  left  till  he  and  I'.t- 
declares   "lie   took   never  no  money  of  none   of  them  all;"    and  "lie  trustyth    to    <;.>dd.«  to   inpanell 
seche  men  as  shuln  to  hise  knowledge  lx>  indeferent,  and  non  comon  juro's."  And  what  does  the  tampering 
appear  to  amount  to  ?     The  want  of  the  date  of  the  year  to  so  many  of  the  letters  makes  it  difficult  to  be 

Krecise    in  the  chronological   arrangement,    but   there   is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  this  and  the  foil 
•tter,  and  those  alluded  to  of  Lord  Molyn-,  all  refer  to  the  same  matter — namely,  a  case  of  dLsput. 
of  possession,   in  which  even  at  the  present  day  it  is  not  un'-ust  >mary  to  have  res->rt  to  for. 
quite  of  so  niii^'h  a  character  as  was  in  use  in  an  "ai'e  when  men  we:.-  compelled  by  law  and  necessir 

>ed  in  arms.     We  have  therefore  in  this  instance  brought  the  letter-  together  which   Fenn  had  wpa- 
rated.     The  favour  asked  appears  tn  refer  to  pr^'cediii^s  against  Lord  Molyn-' party  for  .1 
the  sheriff  replies,  it  is  the  kind's  matter,  and  not  l';i>t.>u's.  but  he  shall   have  a  fair  jury;  the  bribe  Menu 
to  have  been  a  bond  of  indemni'  •  d  cases*,  which  he  (!• 

lar-re  enough  to  make  him  entirely  vale.     There  U  thus  \ery  -li.'ht  evidence  of  an  attempt  t.. 
think  strong  proof  of  its  rejection  if  offered,  and  a  determination  to  let  the  law  take  i1 


1  Humphrey  Stafford,  I'uke  of  Buckingham,  waa 

slain  in  the  battle  of  Northampton  in  1  ifio.' 
*    II  Karl  (if  Stafford.  L'randsnti  ' 

"f  Miickin^ham,  succeeded  him  in  14fio;  ntid 

«••  the  principal  instrument  in  raising  Kich.ml  III. 

to  the  throne;   hut  afterw  •<•  m.he 

'Hired  to  retire   from  court  turn- 

when  Win-   •  betrayed,  ho   was 

taken  and  beheaded  without  any  form  of  trial  i:> 


J  [Thomas  Uourchi  t  xciv.] 

4  The  Hanaper  was   th- 
treasures  were  kept,  arid  was  at  this  tir 
an  .flier  name  for  the  Kxrhcquer. 

The  first  Sunday  in    Ix-nt  happened    in  tic 
li:>7-^    on    the     i:»th     ->! 

•h. 

'    During  'tie  yeir  11'>7.  the  French  made  several 
ir  coast, but  without  much  effect. 
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both.  The  custom  of  parties  addressing  the  acting  officer  or  the  judges  was  bad,  no  doubt,  but  it  does  not 
of  itself  make  out  corruption.  We  consider  this  period  much  more  free  from  such  a  reproach  than 
the  later  one,  extending  from  the  time  of  James  I.  till  some  years  after  the  accession  of  tho  House  of 
Hanover.] 

To  my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered. 


PLEASE  it  your  mastership  to  weet,  that  I 
have  spoken  with  the  sheriff'  at  his  place, 
moving  to  him,  as  for  that  that  was  left  with 
his  urider-sheritt',  it  is  your  will  he  should  send 
a  man  of  his  for  it ;  for  though  it  were  more, 
ye  Avould  gladly  he  should  take  it;  he 
thanked  you,  and  said  his  urider-sherift'  was 
at  London,  and  himself  had  none  deserved, 
and  if  he  had  he  would  have  taken  it.  And 
when  I  departed  from  him  I  desired  him 
again  to  send  therefore,  and  then  he  said 
it  should  abide  till  ye  came  home,  whereby 
I  conceive  he  would  have  it,  and  be  glad 
to  take  it.  Moreover  I  remembered  him  of 
his  promises  made  before  to  you  at  London, 
when  he  took  his  oath  and  charge,  and  that 
ye  were  with  him  when  he  took  his  oath,  and 
other  divers  times;  and  for  the  promises 
made  by  him  to  you  at  that  time,  and  other 
times  at  the  oyer  determiner  at  Lynn,  ye 
proposed  you  by  the  trust  that  ye  have  in 
him  for  to-  attempt  and  rear  actions  that 
should  be  to  the  avail  of  him  and  of  his 
office;1  he  would  have  known  what  the 
actions  should  be;  I  said  I  could  not  tell 
him,  and  then  he  said  he  would  do  for  you 
that  he  may,  except  for  the  acquittal  of  the 
Lord  Molyns'  men,  insomuch  as  the  king 
hath  written  to  him  for  to  show  favour  to  the 
Lord  Molyns  and  his  men,  and  as  he  saith 
the  indictment  longeth  (belongeth*)  to  the 
king  and  not  to  you,  and  the  Lord  Molyns 
(z«)  a  great  lord.2  Also,  as  he  saith,  now 
late  the  Lord  Molyns  hath  sent  him  a  letter, 
and  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  another,  for  to  show 
favour  in  these  indictments,  he  dare  not 
abide  the  jeopardy  of  that  that  he  should 
offend  the  king's  commandment,  he  know 
not  how  the  king  may  be  informed  of  him, 
and  what  shall  be  said  to  him. 

.  a  [These  were  actions  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the 
sheriff  against  Lord  Molyns'  men,  as  common 
rioters.] 

2  [This  does  not  imply  improper  interference,  but 
that  Lord  Molyns  had  told  his  story,  which  was  of 
course  favourable  to  himself,  and  such  as  to  cause 
the  king  to  write  to  the  sheriff  not  to  allow  of  in- 
dictments in  what  was  properly  a  civil  suit.] 


And  then  I  said,  as  for  any  jeopardy  that 
he  should  abide  in  anything  that  he  doth  for 
you,  or  by  your  desire,  ye  have  offered  him, 
and  will  perform  it,  sufficient  surety  for  to  save 
him  harmless,  and  therefore  I  supposed  there 
would  none  reasonable  man  think  but  that 
lie  might  do  for  you  without  any  jeopardy  ;3 
and  then  he  said  he  might  none  surety  take 
that  passed  an  hundred  pounds;  and  the 
Lord  Molyns  is  a  great  lord,  he  might  soon 
cause  him  to  lose  that  and  much  more ;  then 
I  said,  by  that  mean  in  default  of  a  sheriff* 
every  man  may  be  put  from  his  livelihood  ; 
and  then  he  said,  if  it  were  for  the  livelihood 
men  would  take  them  the  nearer  for  to  abide 
a  jeopardy,  but  by  his  faith,  as  he  swore,  if 
the  king  wrote  again  to  him  he  will  no 
longer  abide  the  jeopardy  of  the  king's 
writing,  but  he  trusteth  to  God  to  impannel 
such  men  as  should  to  his  knowledge  be  in- 
different, and  none  common  jurors. 

As  me  seemeth  it  would  do  good  and  ye 
would  get  a  commandment  of  the  king  to  the 
sheriff  for  to  show  you  favour,  and  to  impannel 
gentlemen,  and  not  for  to  favour  none  such 
riots,  &c. ;  for  he  said  that  he  sent  you  the 
letter  that  the  king  sent  him,  and  ye  said  a 
man  should  get  such  (««)  one  for  a  noble 
(6*.  8rf.).4 

Item,  I  remembered  him  of  the  promises 
that  he  made  to  Tymperley,  and  that  if  he 
would  make  you  very  true  promise  ye 
would  reward  him  as  much  as  he  would 
desire,  or  any  other  reasonable  man  for  him, 
and  as  much  or  more  than  any  adversary  ye 
have  would  give  him ;  then  he  said  he  took 
never  no  money  of  none  of  them  all ;  there 
was  proffered  him  at  Walsingham  for  the 
Lord  Molyns  twenty  nobles  (6/.  13*.  4d.), 
he  had  not  a  penny ;  moreover  I  proffered 

3  [This  shows  that  the  jeopardy  of  offending  the 
king's  commandment  was  merely  legal  and  pecuniary.] 

*  [Another  proof  of  the  little  importance  of  the 
king's  interference,  and  of  the  one-sidedness  of 
Paston's  wishes,  "  non  seche  riotts"  were  to  be 
favoured  in  Lord  Molyns;  though  the  following 
letter  from  Agnes  Paston  evinces  no  disinclination  to 
resort  to  the  same  means.] 
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him,  if  lie  would  make  you  promise  that  ye 
illicit  verily  trust  upon  him,  ye  would  give  him 
in  hand  as  lie  would  desire,  or  to  leave  a  sum 
if  he  would  have  named  it  in  a  mean  (middle} 
man's  hand,  and  such  as  he  hath  trust  to; 
and  then  he  said,  if  he  might  do  for  you,  or 
if  he  do  anything  for  you,  then  he  will  take 
your  money  with  a  good  will;  and  other 
promise  I  could  not  have  of  him,  but  that 
he  would  do  for  you  all  that  he  may,  except 
for  the  indictments ;  I  conceive  verily  he 
hath  made  promise  to  do  his  part  that  they 
shall  be  acquitted,  but  I  suppose  he  hath 
made  none  other  promise  against  you  for  the 
livelihood,  but  he  looketh  after  a  great  bribe, 
but  it  is  not  for  to  trust  him  verily  without 
that  he  may  not  choose  [that  he  cannot  help.] l 
I  suppose  he  had  no  writing  from  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk  as  he  said. 


I  was  at  Framlingham  for  to  have  spoken 
with  Tymperlcy,  Debenham,  or  Berry,  and 
they  were  all  out;  my  lord  as  he  came  from 
London  he  was  at  Ipswich  on  Monday,  and 
when  he  (came)  without  the  town  to. 
Framlingham,  he  had  all  his  men  ride  forth 
afore  a  great  pace,  for  he  would  follow  softly, 
and  when  his  men  were  out  of  sight,  he  rode 
with  five  men  to  an  esquire's  place  of  his  there- 
by, and  on  Tuesday  rode  my  lady  to  him,  and 
so  I  did  nought  at  Framlingham.  No  more 
at  this  time,  but  Almighty  Jesu  speed  you, 
and  have  you  in  hi-;  keeping.  Written  at 
Norwich,  the  Thursday  next  after  Saint 
Austin,  &c.  (28M  August.) 

By  your  servant, 

JOHN  OSBERN. 

Norwich,      August,  between  1157  and  1460. 
35  ami  39  1 1.  VI. 


LETTER    CXIII.— (LXXVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  315.) 

The  direction  of  this  curious  letter  is  obliterated,  but  it  is  plainly  from  Margaret  1'aston  to  her  husband  ;  and 
the  paper  is  likewise  so  completely  filled  with  writing  that  she  lias  not  even  either  subscribed  or  dated  it  ; 
but  by  the  mentioning  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  it  must  have  been  written  before  1 159.     \Ve  have  hei. 
ticular  account  of  the  offensive  weapons  used  in  the  castles,  and  even  in  the  common  houses  of  the  inferior 
people,  \\ho  seemed  to  have  lived  in  a  continued  state  of  warfare  with  their  neighbours,  and  to  be  prepared 
to   oppose  force  by  force.     \Ve  can  from  this  account  likewise  form  a  judgment  for  what  purposes  the 
embrasures  now  remaining  in  ancient  buildings  were- intended  ;  and  from  their  heights  and  dim 
determine  whether  they  were  to  shoot  through  with  arrows,  or  to  fire  through  with  guns. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  and  pray  you  to  get  some  cross- 
bows and  wyndacs,  2  (windlasses)  to  bind 
them  with  and  quarrels,3  for  your  houses 
I. ere  be  so  low  that  there  may  none  man 
shoot  out  with  no  long  bow,  though  we  had 
never  so  much  need. 

I  >uppose  ye  should  have  such  tilings  of 
Sir  Jt.lin  Fastolf  if  ye  would  send  to  liim  ; 
and  also  I  would  ye  should  get  two  or  three 
short  pole-axes  to  keep  with[*/i]  doors,  and  as 
many  jackets  and  (if)  ye  may. 

Partrich  and  his  fellowship  are  sore  afraid 

that  ye  would  enter  again  upon   them,    ami 

they   have  made  great  ordinance  within   the 

hou-e.    ;uid    if   is    told   me   they  have   made 

1  >  liar  the  doors  crosswise,  ami  they  have 

1     Thi,  is  merely  an  opinion,  and  prove,  nothing.] 
5  W inline*  are   \\luit   s\e   now  call  grappling 
with  which  tin-  Iwm  .string  is  drawn  home. 
3  An  arrow  with  a  sijuure  head. 


made  wickets  on  every  quarter  of  the  lion 
shoot  out  at,  both  with  bows  and  with  hand- 
guns: and  the  holes  that  be  made  from  hand- 
guns they  be  scarce  knee  high  from  the  plancher 
(floor),  and  of  such  holes  be  made  live,  tin 
none  man  shoot  out  at  them  with  nohand-' 

Purry    fell     in    fellowship    with    William 
Hazard  at    Quarh  s's,   and   told    him    that   he 
would   come   and    drink    with    Partrich    and 
with  him,  and  he  said  he  should  I 
and  after   710011  he   went   thither   for   to  e<py 
what  they  deilyu  (hud  d<»ie\  and  what  fellow- 
ship they  had  with  them:   and  when  he  < 
thither   the   doors   u<  i  •  //<v/]  * 

and  there  were  none  folks  uitli  them  but 
Maryoth,  and  ('apron  and  his  wife,  and 
(»)u;irles's  wife,  and  another  man  in  a  I.! 

*  [<  '.  .•••are,!,"  and 

explains  "  shut."] 

•'•  [A  hliick — mourning.   IH.ick  ; 
and  other  dramatic  p<»ct->  in  :  :ently.j 
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yed  (went}  somewhat  halting,  I  suppose  by 
his  words  that  it  was  Norfolk  of  Gimming- 
ham  ;  and  the  said  Purry  espied  all  these 
foresaid  things. 

And  Maryoth  and  his  fellowship  had  much 
great  language  that  shall  be  told  you  when 
ye  come  home. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  vouchsafe  to  do 
buy  for  me  one  Ib.  of  almonds  and  one  Ib.  of 
sugar,  and  that  ye  will  do  buy  some  frieze 
to  make  of  your  children's  gowns,  ye  shall 
have  best  cheap  and  best  choice  of  Hays's  wife 


as  it  is  told  me.  And  that  ye  will  buy  a  yard  of 
broad  cloth  of  black  for  one  hood  for  me  of 
44rf.  or  four  shillings  a- yard,  for  there  is  neither 
good  cloth  nor  good  frieze  in  this  town. '  As 
for  the  children's  gowns  and  (if)  I  have 
them,  I  will  do  them  maken  (have  them 
made.) 

The  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 
send  you  good  speed  in  all  your  matters. 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

No  date,  but  before 
1459.  37  H.  VI. 


LETTER   CXIV.— (XLIX.  vol.  i.  p.  193.) 
To  my  trusty  and  well  beloved,  the  vicary  and  tenants  of  my  Lordship  of  Gresham. 


TRUSTY  and  well-beloved  friends,  I  greet  you 
well,  and  put  you  all  out  of  doubt  for  all 
that  ye  have  done  for  me;  and  the  money 
that  ye  pay  to  my  well-beloved  servant  John 
Partrich  I  will  be  your  warrant  as  for  your  dis- 
charge, and  save  you  harmless  against  all 
those  that  would  grieve  you  to  my  power. 

And  as  heartily  as  I  can,  I  thank  you  of 
the  good  will  ye  have  had  and  have  towards 
me ;  and  as  to  the  title  of  right  that  I  have 
to  the  lordship  of  Gresham  (it)  shall  within 


short  time  be  known,  and  by  the  law  so  de- 
termined that  ye  shall  all  be  glad  that  hath 
ought  me  your  good  will  therein. 

And  Almighty  God  keep  you,  and  by  his 
grace  I  shall  be  with  you  soon  after  the  par- 
liament is  ended. 

Written  at  London,  on  Our  Lady's  even  last 
past. 

ROBERT  HUNGERFORD,  LORD  MOLYNS. 

2 1st  of  March, 
before  1460.    39  H.  VI. 


LETTER   CXV.— (XLVIII.  vol.  i.  p.  191.) 

Robert  Hungerford,  Lord  Molyns,  attached  himself  to  the  House  of  Lancaster,  and  was  beheaded  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  and  though  this  letter  has  no  date,  I  should  suppose  it  might  be  written 
between  1457  and  1460,  when  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  was  Lord  Chancellor,  especially  as  Lord  Molyns  pays 
so  much  attention  to  the  bishop's  recommendation.  [This  and  the  preceding  letter  have  been  transposed 
from  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  by  Fenn,  in  order,  as  they  have  no  certain  dates,  but  treat  of  the 
same  affair  as  the  foregoing  letters,  to  bring  the  whole  together.  They  al  so  confirm  what  we  have  already  stated 
as  to  the  course  of  justice,  as  we  see  in  the  present  letter  that  Paston  applies  to  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  for  a  private  settlement  of  grievances  betwixt  himself  and  Lord  Molyns,  to  which  the  latter 
consents.] 

To  the  worshipful  Father  in  God,  and  my  right  good  Lord,  the  Bishop  of  Winchester.1 

should  be  had  betwixt  his  counsel  and  mine 
now  at  Midsummer  ;  to  the  which,  my  lord, 
I  am  at  the  reverence  of  your  lordship  well 
agreed,  and  have  sent  to  my  counsel  at 
London,  after  the  seeing  of  this  your  last 
letter,  as  for  the  treaty  betwixt  him  and  me, 
and  that  they  should  give  full  attendance 
to  the  end  of  the  matter  between  the  said 
Paston  arid  me  as  though  I  were  present  with 
them. 

And,  my  lord,  it  were  too  great  a  thing, 
and  it  lay  in  my  power,  but  I  would  do  at 
the  reverence  of  your  lordship,  unless  that  it 


WORSHIPFUL  father  in  God,  and  my  right 
good  lord,  as  heartily  as  I  can  I  recommend 
me  to  your  good  lordship,  to  the  which  please 
it  to  weet  that  I  have  received  your  letter ; 
by  the  which  I  understand  the  daily  suit  to 
your  lordship  as  of  Paston,  as  for  the  matter 
betwixt  him  and  me,  wherein  also  I  feel  that 
lie  is  willed  that  communication  and  treaty 

1  William  de  Waynfleet  or  Patten,  Provost  of  Eton, 
was  appointed  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  1447,  and 
continued  bishop  of  that  see  till  1486,  having  just 
lived  to  see  the  line  of  Lancaster  reascend  the  throne, 
to  which  he  had  always  been  a  faithful  subject. 
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should  hurt  me  too  greatly  ;  which  I  wote 
(know)  well  your  lordship  would  never  de- 
sire. 

And  God  for  his  mercy  have  you,  right 
worshipful  father  in  God,  and  my  right  good 
lord,  in  his  blc^td  keeping. 


Written  with  mine  own  chancery  hand  in 
haste,  the  13th  day  of  June,  at  TeiV 
Very  heartily,  your  M 

Teflbnt,  in  Wiltshire,  13th  of  June, 

between  1457  and  1460. 

35  and  39  H.VI. 


LETTER  CX VI.— (XXXIX.  vol.  i.  p.  157.) 

The  beginning  of  this  letter,  after  the  usual  commendation-;,  refers  t  >  a  marriage  that  seemed  in  agitation  for  the 
writer;  tlif  other  part  gives  a  most  particular  and  curious  account  of  a  sea-engagement,  in  which  th" 
was  present  and  bore  a  ]>art,  between  the  Karl  (if  Warwick  and  the  Spaniards;  about  which  our  hist  .: 
much  divided,  as  to  what  nation  the  ships  taken  belonged,  &c.     From  this  authentic  narrative  it  appears  that  the 
Karl  took  six  of  the  tradini;  ships  of  Spain,  and  then  was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  secure  them  and  himself  in 
Calais;  the  immediate  exchange  of  prisoners  is  a  curious  piece  of  intelligence.     This  battle  was  fought  on 
Monday  the  29th  of  May,  145R,  3fi  H.  VI.     Holinshed   says  this  sen-engagement   was  fought  about   Mid- 
summer 1459,  &c.    A  Commission  of  Inquiry  concerning  this  engagement  was  granted  in  July,  1458. 

Unto  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  Margaret  Paston,  this  letter  be  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  my  most  best-beloved 
mistress  and  cousin,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you  as  lowly  as  I  may,  evermore  desiring  to 
hear  of  your  good  welfare ;  the  which  I 
beseech  Almighty  Jesu  to  preserve  you,  and 
keep  you  to  his  pleasure,  and  to  your  gracious 
heart's  desire. 

And  if  it  please  you  to  hear  of  my  welfare, 
I  was  in  good  hele  (health}  at  the  making  of 
this  letter,  blessed  be  God;  praying  you,  that 
it  please  you  for  to  send  me  word,  if  my 
father  were  at  Norwich  with  you  at  this 
Trinity  mass  or  no,  and  how  the  matter  doth 
between  my  mistress  Blanch  Witchingham 
and  me ;  and  if  ye  suppose  that  it  shall  be 
brought  about  or  no,  and  how  ye  feel  my 
father,  if  he  be  well  willing  thereto  or  no  ; 
praying  you  lowly  that  I  may  be  recom- 
mended lowly  unto  my  mistress,  Arblaster's 
wife,  and  unto  my  mistress  Blanch  her  daugh- 
ially. 

Kight  worshipful  cousin,  if  it  pi  ease  you 
for  to  hear  of  such  tidings  as  we  have  here, 
the  basset  (rmhassy)  of  Burgundy  shall  I 
to  Calais  the  Saturday  after  Corpus  Christi 
as  men  say  five  hundred  horse  of  them. 

Moreover,  on  Trinity  Sunday  in  the  morn- 

.une  tidings  unto  my  Lord  of  Warwick, 

that  there  were  28  sail   of  Spaniard^'1  on  the 

sea,  and  whereof  there  was  si  -hip* 

•'.••:   and  then   my    lord   went,   and 

1  •[!•"••  lias  here  printed  ships.] 


manned  five  ships  of  forecastle2  and 
carvells 3  and  four  spynnes ; 4  and  on  tin- 
Monday,  in  the  morning  after  Trinity  Sunday. 
we  met  together  afore  Calais  at  four  at  the 
clock  in  the  morning,  and  fought  together 
till  ten  at  the  clock  ;  and  there  we  took  six 
of  their  ships,  and  they  slew  of  our  men 
about  fourscore,  and  hurt  a  200  of  us  right 
sore;  and  there  were  slain  on  their  part  about 
120,  and  hurt  a  500  of  them. 

And  happed  me,  at  the  first  aboard  i; 
us,  we  took  a  ship  of  300  ton.  and  I  was  left 
therein,  and  twenty-three  men  with  me  ;  and 
they  fought  so  sore  that  our  men  were  fain  to 
leave  them,  and  go  the*  and  then  come  they 
and  aboarded  the  ship  that  I  was  in,  and 
there  I  was  taken,  and  was  prisoner  with  them 
six  hours,  and  was  delivered  agiiin  for  their 
men  that  wen-  taken  before;  and,  as  men  say, 
there  wiis  not  so  great  a  battle  upon  tli 
this  flirty  u  inters  :  and  forsooth  we  were  well 
and  truly  beat,  and  my  lord  hath  sent  for 
more  ships,  and  like  to  light  •  .in  in 

haste. 

No  more  I  write  unto  you  at  this  time,  but 

3  Ships  of  forecastle  wen-  ships  with  foreatages,  and 
carried  atom   om-  hundred  and  fifty   me:. 

were  the   la>  irest  ships  then  iii  II>M'.     A   Uu\'e  carried 
about  eighty  men,  and  a  balvnger  . 

-re  .hip.  of  a  middle  «ze. 

4  Si  .uaces.  carried  about 

i  -h. 
•so  words   arc  struck  across  in  the  original 
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that  it  please  you  for  to  recommend  me  unto 
my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  cousin  your 
husband,  and  mine  uncle  Gournay,  and  to 
mine  aunt  his  wife,  and  to  all  good  masters 
arid  friends  where  it  shall  please  you ;  and 
after  the  writing  I  have  from  you  I  shall  be 
at  you  in  all  haste. 


Written  on  Corpus  Christi  day  l  in  great 
haste. 

By  your  own  humble  servant  and  cousin, 

JOHN   JERNYNGAN.2 

Calais,  Corpus  Christi  day, 

Thursday,  1st  June, 

1458,  36  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXVII.— (XL.  vol.  i.  p.  163.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  as  containing  several  promotions  to  offices  in  the  state,  but  I  cannot  ascertain  the  date. 
It  must  have  been,  I  think,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  Sir  Thomas  Stanley  died  in  1458  or 
1459.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Sir  Thomas,  who,  in  1461,  was  created  Lord  Stanley. 

To  my  Master  Paston. 

My  lord  will  not  to  Leicester.  My  master 
Daniel  desireth  you  thither.  I  shall  ride 
thitherward  on  Friday  by  times. 

Written  in  haste  at  Winch,  the  13th  day 
of  May. 

I  pray  you  to  think  upon  my  matter  to  my 
mistress  your  wife  for  my  mistress  Anne,  for 
in  good  faith  I  have  fully  conquered  my 
lady  since  ye  went,  so  that  I  have  her  pro- 
mise to  be  my  good  lady ;  and  that  she  shall 
help  me  by  the  faith  of  her  body. 

Your  servant,  DEN  YES. 

Winch,  13th  of  May, 
145—,  H.  VI.      ' 


I  RECOMMEND  me  unto  your  good  mastership, 
and  as  for  tidings,  Arblaster  came  home  to 
my  lord  on  Monday  at  supper  time ;  and  my 
master  Daniel  is  steward  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  beyond  Trent,  and  Arblaster  saith, 
he  hath  made  me  his  under-steward. 

And  as  for  the  chamberlainship  of  England, 
the  Lord  Beaumont  hath  it,  and  the  Lord 
Rivers  (is)  constable  of  England. 

As  for  the  Duchy  on  this  side  Trent,  Sir 
Thomas  Todenham  had  a  joint  patent  with 
the  Duke  of 'Suffolk,  which,  if  it  be  resumed, 
Sir  Thomas  Stanley  hath  a  bill  ready  en- 
^orsed  thereof. 


LETTER    CXVIII.— (LXXVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  319.) 

This  letter  appears  to  be  written  between  jest  and  earnest,  he  laments  the  smallness  of  his  standing  wages,  and 
seems  to  hint  that  his  master,  Sir  John  Fastolf,  would  be  willing  to  provide  for  him  if  he  could  do  it  at 
the  expense  of  another.  The  date  is  uncertain  and  immaterial,  though  it  must  be  before  1459.  38  II.  VI. 

To  my  Master  Paston,  H.  R. 


AFTER  due  recommendation  with  my  simple 
service  preceding,  please  your  mastership  to 
weet,  that  as  to  such  remembrance  that  ye 
desire  me  to  continue  forth,  to  the  uttermost 
I  shall,  with  good  will,  so  as  my  master  will 
license  me,  as  oft  as  I  can,  the  officer  to  have 
leisure  to  be  with  me,  for  ye  know  well  I 
cannot  do  it  alone,  &c. 

1  Is  always  on  the  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday 
which  fell  this  year  on  the  28th  of  May. 

2  The  family  of  Jernegan,  or  Jerningham,  has  been 
a  family  of  distinction,  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  ever 
since  the  Conquest,  and  at  present  flourishes  at  Cossey 
in  Norfolk.    [Now  Lords  Stafford,  1840.]    John  Jer- 
negan appears  to  have  had  a  command  in  this  engage- 
ment :  he  was  the  son  of  John  Jernegan,  who  died  1474. 


And  whereas  ye  of  your  pleasure  write  me 
or  call  me  Master  Worcester,  I  pray  and  re- 
quire you  forget  that  name  of  mastership,  for 
1  am  not  amended  by  my  master  of  a  far- 
thing in  certainty,  but  of  wages  of  household 
in  common  entant  comme  nous  plaira  ;3  by 
Worcester  or  Botoner  I  have  five  shillings 
yearly,  all  costs  borne,  to  help  to  pay  for 

3  [The  original  is  "but  of  wags  of  housold  in 
comuue  (entaunt  come  nows  plaira)  ;"  we  should 
prefer,  instead  of  Fenu's  reading,  "but  of  wages 
of  household  in  common  as  much  (autant)  as 
we  please;"  that  is,  he  had  little  or  no  salary, 
but  plenty  to  eat  and  drink ;  was  treated  like  a 
menial,  and  not  as  a  gentleman  and  scholar  as  he 
was.] 
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bonnets  that  I  lose ;  I  told  so  my  master  this 
week,  and  he  said  [told]  me  yesterday,  he 
wished  me  to  have  been  a  priest  so  I  had 
been  disposed,  to  have  given  me  a  living  by 
reason  (means)  of  a  benefice,  that  another 
man  must  give  it,  as  the  bishop,  but  (if)  he 
would  ;  and  so  I  indure  inter  egenos  ut  ser- 
vus  ad  aratrum. 

Forgive  me,  I  write  to  make  you  laugh ; 


and  our  Lord  bring  my  master  into  a  better 
mood  for  others  as  (veil  as)  for  me.  At 
Caister,  the  2nd  day  of  September. 

I  pray   you   displeasure  not  your  servant 
be  so  long,  for  my  master  letted  him. 
Your 

W.  WORCESTER. 
Caister,  2cl  of  Septemlxr, 
before  1459.     38  II.  VI. 


LETTER    CXIX.— (LXXIX.  Iv.  iii.  p.  3o21.) 

We  see  that  in  the  age  here  mentioned,  venison  was  a  present  worthy  acceptance  from  a  nobleman  to 
commoner,  and  a  Knight  of  the  Garter.     It  might  have  been  supposed,  from  the  large  po« 
John  Fastolf  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  that  a  park  had  been  a  part  of  them,  but  from  the  circumstancr  here 
mentioned  it  certainly  was  not.     [This  deduction  does  not  appear  quite  certain,  though  it  may  have  been  so.] 
John  de  Vere,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  from  whom  this  present  of  venison  came,  married  Elizabeth,  the  r, 
and  heir  of  Sir  John  Howard,  Knight,  of  Wigenhall  St.  German's,  in  Norfolk  :  by  her  he  became  poss. 
a  considerable  property  in  that  county.    "  Master  '*  appears  from  this  letter  to  be  a  title  of  distinction  which 
"William  Worcester  wishes  to  dispense  with,  as  it  does  not  contribute  to  affording  him  larger  M'ages  from  his 
master.  Sir  J.  Fastolf. — That  seems  to  be  the  meaning  of  what  occurs  in  this  letter  [and  in  the  preceding"). 

To  my  master,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  and  my  master  heartily  thanketh  you 
for  the  venison  that  ye  sent,  him  from  my 
Lord  of  Oxford,  and  prayeth  you  that  he 
may  be  recommended  to  his  noble  lordship. 
And  God  thank  you  for  your  special  remem- 
brance of  my  matter  that  ye  have  it  so  ten- 
derly to  heart,  for  ye  may  know  well  the 
good  speed  of  that  is  my  welfare,  and  the 
contrary  is  my  utter  undoing. 

I  have  sent  to  John  Porter  to  weet  verily 
how  it  standeth  with  him,  as  ye  shall  weet 
the  certainty  this  week;  as  for  the  matter 
written  to  John  Booking  he  hath  rad  (read) 
his  letter,  and  will  remember  your  desire, 
and  also  of  William  Jenney's  coming,  in  case 
he  know  of  it  rather  than  ye. 

And  my  master  heard  the  substance  of 
your  letter  read,  and  liked  it  right  well ;  and 


as  for  the  matter  of  Worcester's  remembrance, 
he  shall  give  his  attendance  thereto  in  that  he 
can. 

And  where  ye  call  him  master,  he  is  dis- 
pleased with  that  name,  for  he  may  spend  5*. 
yearly  more  by  the  name  of  Worcester  or 
Botoner,  and  by  his  master  not  a  farthing  in 
certainty,  he  prayeth  you  (to)  forget  it. 

I  pray  God  keep  you.  Written  at  Caister, 
hastily,  the  2nd  day  of  September. 

Your  own 

T.   HOWES. 

Item,  in  case  Jankyn  be  whole  [uW/J  my 
Lord  of  Norfolk  hath  granted  (him)  by  mean 
of  Robert  Wingfit-ld  to  be  in  my  said  lord's 
household,  as  my  master  hath  it  by  letter 
from  WhurfieM. 

Caister,  2d  of  September, 
before  1459.     38  II.  VI. 


LETTER    CXX.— (XLI.  vol.  i.  p.  165.) 

"We  here  see  the  anxiety  of  an  old  man,  wishing,  according  to  the  superstition  of  the  time,  to  be  permitted  to 
fomi'i  |ha  health  of  his  soul,  and  his  future  happiness.     [The  Impedimenta  of  which  lie  complains 

:rom  the  very  judicious  law,  called  the  Statute  of  Mortmain,  to  prevent  Und*fa>ni  Ix'comiiiL'  inalienable 
jr. rations,  and  which,  under  certain  modifications,  still  exists.     Sir  John's  intention-  \\.-n-  not  effected.] 

To  the  H-o/Vf/j  <//////,  and  my  rii/lit   ;/r//-/W'/r»v/  <-»usin,  John  I'astnn.  at   the    Temple,  or  to  William 
Jinr/ter,  <it  .S//////i//v//-/-,  lie  this  delivered. 


WOBtHIPFUL  COttfin,  I  commend  me  to  you, 
mid  whereas  I  Lite  wrote  unto  you,  in  a  letter 


by  Henry  H;uis«on,  for  the  foundation  of  my 
:  hereupon ;  and  that  is 
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the  cause  I  write  now,  to  remember  you  again 
to  move  my  Lords  of  Canterbury l  arid 
Winchester8  for  the  licence  to  be  obtained, 
that  I  might  have  the  amortizing  without  any 
great  fine ;  in  recompense  of  my  long  service 
continued  and  done  unto  the  king  arid  to  his 
noble  father,  whom  God  assoil,  and  never  yet 
guerdoned  (recompensed)  or  rewarded. 

And  now  since  I  have  ordained  to  make 
the  king  founder,  and  ever  to  be  prayed  for ; 
and  for  his  right  noble  progenitors,  his  father 
and  uncles,  methinketh  1  should  not  be  denied 
of  my  desire,  but  the  rather  to  be  remembered 
and  sped. 


Wherefore,  as  I  wrote  unto  you,  I  pray  you 
acquaint  me  and  you,  for  the  rather  speed 
hereof,3  with  a  chaplain  of  my  Lord  of  Can- 
terbury, that  in  your  absence  may  remember 
me,  and  in  likewise  with  my  Lord  Chancel- 
lor ;  for  seeing  the  king's  disposition,  and  also 
his,  unto  the  edifying  of  God's  service,  it 
might  in  no  better  time  be  moved,  &c. 

My    Lord   of   Norfolk   is  removed    from 
Framlingham  on  foot  to  go  to  Walsingham, 
and  daily  I  wait  that  he  would  come  hither. 
Your  cousin,  JOHN  FASTOLF. 

Caister,  18th  of  November, 

before  1459.     38  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXI.— (XLII.  vol.  i.  p.  167.) 

[This  letter  curiously  illustrates  the  preceding.]  It  is  a  generally  received  opinion  that  the  priests  were  the  most 
exorbitant  in  their  demands  on  every  occasion ;  but  here  it  seems  otherwise,  for  the  king  (or  his  ministers) 
required  500  marks  for  a  licence  for  every  100  marks  [annual  rent?]  that  were  intended  to  be  settled  in  mort- 
main. It  appears,  however,  by  this  letter,  that  contracts  might  be  made  with  the  abbots,  &c.  on  much  more 
moderate  terms,  for  the  performance  of  masses,  &c.,  and  equally  secure,  even  without  the  king's  licence.  We 
are  here  informed  that  a  demand  had  been  made  upon  the  executors  of  Lady  Abergavenny  of  nearly  as  much 
money,  for  a  licence  to  found,  as  it  actually  took  to  found  a  service  for  her. 

To  my  right  worshipful  uncle,  and  my  right  good  master,  Sir  John  Fastolf,  Knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful  uncle,  and  my  right  good 
master,  I  recommend  me  to  you  with  all  my 
service. 

And,  Sir,  my  brother  Paston  and  I  have 
communed  together  as  touching  to  your  col- 
lege4 that  ye  would  have  made,  and,  Sir,  it  is 
too  great  a  good  (sum)  that  is  asked  of  you 
for  your  licence;  for  they  ask  for  every  100 
marks  that  ye  would  amortise  (settle  by  the 
statute  of  mortmain)  500  marks,  and  will 
give  it  no  better  cheap  (grant  no  better  bargain.^) 

And,  Sir,  I  told  my  brother  Paston,  that 
my  Lady  Abergavenny 5  hath  in  diverse 
abbeys  in  Leicestershire  seven  or  eight  priests 
singing  for  her  perpetually,  by  my  brother 
Darcy's  and  my  uncle  Brokesby's  means,  for 
they  were  her  executors ;  and  they  accorded 
(agreed)  for  money,  and  gave  a  200  or  300 
marks,  as  they  might  accord  (agree),  for  a  priest. 

1  Thomas  Bourchier. 

2  William  de  Wainfleet. 

3  [t.  e.  make  acquaintance,  for  you  and  me,  for  the 
greater  speed  hereof,  with  a  chaplain,  &c.] 

*  This  is  the  college  which  Sir  John  Fastolf  in- 
tended to  have  founded  at  Caister,  by  Yarmouth,  in 
Norfolk. 

5  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Beau- 
champ,  Earl  of  Worcester,  (soti  and  heir  of  William 
Beauchamp,  Lord  Bergavenny,)  and  wife  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Nevile,  a  younger  son  of  Ralph,  first  Earl  of 


And  for  the  surety  6  that  he  should  sing  in 
the  same  abbey  for  ever,  they  had  manors  of 
good  value  bouriden  to  such  persons  as  pleased 
the  said  brethren,  Brokesby,  arid  my  brother 
Darcy,  that  the  said  service  should  be  kept. 

And  for  little  more  than  the  king  asked 
them  for  a  licence,  they  went  through  with 
the  said  abbots. 

And  I  hold  this  way  as  sure  as  that  other  j 
ye  may  commune  with  your  counsel  thereof. 

And  if  there  be  any  service  that  I  may  do 
for  you,  it  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  with  the 
grace  of  God,  who  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing. 

Written  at  London,  the  17th  day  of  July. 
Your  nephew  and  servant, 

HENRY  FvLUNGLEy.7 

London,  17th  of  July, 
before  1459.     38  H.  VI. 

Westmorland,  who  by  this  marriage  was  summoned 
as  Lord  Bergavenny  in  1450. 

6  This  is  a  curious  fact,  as  it  shows  us  how  security 
was  given  by  the  abbeys,  &c.  to  the  parties  contracting 
for  a  mass  or  service,  that  it  should  be  continued  for 
ever  in  the  same  abbey,  &c. 

7  He  appears  from  other  letters  to  have  been  a  law- 
yer, and  was  connected  with  the  Pastons,  &c.  by  mar- 
riage.   This  letter  was  written  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  life  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  perhaps  not  long  before 
his  death,  which  happened  in  1459. 
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LETTER    CXXIL— (XLJII.  vol.  i.  p.  171.) 
This  letter  is  chiefly  curious  for  the  aiv.Mint  which  it  jjives  us  of  William  Worcester's  attentioa  to  learn 

fondness  for  poetry  and  books.     We  Had,  t  jo,  that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Thomas  liourchier,  pursued 
the  diversion  of  hunting,  &c. 

To  my  full  special  good  master,  John  Paston. 


WORSHIPFUL  Sir,  arid  my  full  special  good 
master,  after  humble  recommendation,  please 
it  you  to  understand,  that  such  service  as  I 
can  do  to  your  pleasure,  as  to  mine  under- 
standing, I  have  showed  my  diligence  now 
this  short  season  since  your  departing,  and  in 
special  about  such  a  copy  of  a  foundation,1 
as  your  mastership  commanded  me  to  get  you 
a  copy  of;  of  the  which  I  send  unto  you  at 
this  time,  by  my  brother  William  Worce>t<  r, 
three  copies  written  by  Luket,  because  1  had 
no  leisure,  but  so  much  business  in  setting 
forth  of  my  Master  of  the  Rolls ;  at  this  time, 
and  in  all  this  king's  days,  ye  can  have  none 
other  according  \agreeing\  anything  to  your 
intent. 

And  as  for  the  names  of  the  Poles,  William 
hath  more  writing  than  ye  and  I  could  iind, 
found  by  labour  made  by  him  and  me. 

And  also,  Sir,  he  hath  caused  me  to  examine 
old  and  many  records  written  by  some  French- 
man concerning  the  manor  of  Dedham,  that 
was  a  cumbrous  labour,  for  these  copies  were 
full  defective,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  correct- 
ing of  them. 

Item,  Sir,  I  may  say  to  you,  that  William 
hath  gone  to  school,  to  a  Lumbard  called 
Karoll  Giles,  to  learn  and  to  be  read  in  poetry, 
or  else  in  French,  for  he  hath  been  with  the 
same  Karoll  every  day  two  times  or  three; 
and  hath  bought  divers  books  of  him,  for  the 
which  as  I  suppose  he  hath  put  himself  in 
danger  (debt}  to  the  same  Karoll. 

I  made  a  motion  to  William  to  have  known 
part  of  his  business,  and  lie  an-wrrd  and 


said  that  he  would  be  as  glad  and  as  feyn  a 
of  a  good  book  of  French,  or  of  poetry,  as  my 
master  Fastolf  would  be  to  purchase  a  fair 
manor;  and  thereby  I  understand  he  list  not 
to  be  communed  withal  in  such  matters. 

Item,  Sir,  as  for  any  tidings,  William  can 
tell  you  here  at  London  are  but  full  few,  but 
Henry  Bourchier  is  dead  suddenly  at  Lmllow  ; 
my  Lord  of  Canterbury  and  my  Lord  Bour- 
chier3 shall  be  this  week  at  Hunsdon,  and 
hunt  and  sport  them  with  Sir  William  Old- 
hall. 

At  this  time,  nothing  else  to  your  master- 
ship, but  and  it  please  you  to  reincniher  my 
master4  at  your  best  leisure,  whether  his  old 
promise  shall  stand,  as  touching  my  j  : 
ring  to  the  Boar's  Head  in  Southwark  : 
I  would  have  been  at  another  place,  and  of 
my  master's  own  motion  he  said  that  I  should 
set  up  in  the  Boar's  Head,  in  the  which  mat- 
ter I  report  me  to  William  Worcester,  Bock- 
ing  and  William  Barker,  and  most  specially 
to  my  master's  own  remembrance;  I  know 
full  well  there  can  no  conclusion  be  tal^ 
mine  avail  without  help  of  your  : 
unto  the  which  I  utterly  submit  me  in  this 
and  in  all  other;  and  our  Lord  Jesu  pr- 
you  and  all  yours,  and  send  you  your  i. 
desire  with  right. 

Written   at    London  <;ii  Sun  I 
Saint  Bartholomew's  day  in  haste. 
By  your  servant, 


London,  Sunday,      August, 

<•  1409.     38  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXIII.—  L\\\.  vol.  iii.  p.  323.) 

In  this  letter  we  have  an  account  of  reparations  and  alterations  ranking  in  their  house,  with  a  dcscri; 
their  bed  chamber,  and  its  funiii 

To  my  riyht  worshifi/'u/  husband,  Juh/i  J'n.ston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RKMIT  worshipful  husband,  I  rt-roniinend  me 
i,    desiring   to   lie  IT   of  your    wel; 

•„'•.•  at  Caister. 
»  [Fain— desirous  ] 
3  In  :  .  id  of  E»M 


praying  you  to  weet  that  Sir  Thomas  Howes 
hath  purveyed  four  d.  :    r  the 

-;r  J.  Fastolf  8  household.] 
,.     the   beams    now   technically    called 
sleeper  t.} 
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drawte 1  chamber,  and  the  malthouse,  and 
the  brewery,  whereof  he  hath  bought  three, 
and  the  fourth,  that  shall  be  the  longest  and 
greatest  of  all,  he  shall  have  from  Heylesdon, 
which  he  saith  my  master  Fastolf  shall  give 
me,  because  my  chamber  shall  be  made 
therewith.  As  for  the  laying  of  the  said 
dormants,  they  shall  be  laid  this  next  week 
because  of  the  malthouse,  and  as  for  the 
remanent  I  trow  it  shall  abide  "till  ye  come 
home,  because  I  can  neither  be  purveyed  of 
posts  nor  of  boards  not  yet. 

I  have  taken  the  measure  in  the  drawte 
chamber,  there  as  ye  would  your  coffers  and 
your  cowntewery  2  should  be  set  for  the  while, 
and  there  is  no  space  beside  the  bed,  though 
the  bed  were  removed  to  the  door,  for  to  set 
both  your  board  and  your  coffers  there,  and 
to  have  space  to  go  and  sit  beside  ;  wherefore 
I  have  purveyed  that  ye  shall  have  the  same 
drawte  chamber  that  ye  had  before,  thereas  ye 
shall  lye  to  yourself;  and  when  your  gear  is 
removed  out  of  your  little  house,  the  door 
shall  be  locked,  and  your  bags  laid  in  one  of 
the  great  cotters,  so  that  they  shall  be  safe,  I 
trust. 

Richard  Charles  and  John  Dow  have 
fetched  home  the  child3  from  Rockland 
Tofts,  and  it  is  a  pretty  boy;  and  it  is  told 
me  that  Will  is  at  Blickling  with  a  poor 
man  of  the  town  :  a  young  woman  that  was 
some  time  with  Burton  of  this  town  sent 


me  word  thereof ;  I  pray  you  send  me  word 
if  ye  will  that  anything  that  ye  will  be 
done  to  him  ere  ye  come  home.  Richard 
Charles  sendeth  you  word  that  Willes  hath 
been  at  him  here,  and  offered  him  to  make 
him  estate  in  all  things  according  to  their  in- 
denture, and  if  he  do  the  contrary  ye  shall 
soon  have  word. 

My  mother  prayeth  you  for  to  remember 
my  sister,  and  to  do  your  part  faithfully  ere 
ye  come  home  to  help  to  get  her  a  good 
marriage  ;4  it  seemeth  by  my  mother's  lan- 
guage that  she  would  never  so  fain  to  have 
be  delivered  of  her  as  she  will  now. 

It  was  told  here  that  Knivet,  the  heir,  is  for 
to  marry  ;  both  his  wife  and  child  be  dead,  as 
it  was  told  here ;  wherefore  she  would  that  ye 
should  inquire  whether  it  be  so  or  no,  and 
what  his  livelihood  is,  and  if  ye  think  that  it  be 
for  to  do,  to  let  him  be  spoken  with  thereof. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  be  not  strange  of  writ- 
ing of  letters  to  me  betwixt  this  and  that  ye 
come  home,  if  I  might  I  would  have  every  day 
one  from  you.  The  blessed  Trinity  have  you 
in  his  keeping.  Written  at  Norwich  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  conversion  (of)  Saint 
Paul.  (25  January.} 

By  yours, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Tuesday, 

January,  sometime  before 

1459.    38  II.  VI. 


LETTER   CXXIV.— (LXXXI.  vol.  iii.  p.  329.) 

The  dutiful  address  of  Elizabeth  Poynings,  d-iughter  of  Sir  William  and  Agues  Paston,  to  her  mother,  and  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  she  speaks  of  her  husband,  would  do  honour  to  a  modern  daughter  and  wife ;  and 
the  anxiety  she  shows  that  her  husband  might  be  able  to  discharge  his  sureties  is  both  pleasing  and  com- 
mendable. In  1457,  when  unmarried,  she  lived  with  Lady  Pole,  as  appears  from  Letter  cvii.  p.  82.  She  had 
been  now  lately  married  to  Robert  Ponyn^s,  or  Poynings,  whom  she  survived,  and  afterwards  married  Sir 
George  Browne,  of  Beech-worth  Castle,  in  Surrey,  and  was  living  in  1485. 

To  my  right  worshipful,  mother,  Agnes  Paston. 

RIGHT  worshipful  and  my  most  entirely-be- 
loved mother,  in  the  most  lowly  manner  I 
recommend  me  unto  your  good  motherhood, 
beseeching  you  daily  and  nightly  of  your 


1  What  the  word  drawte  means,  when  applied  to  a 
chamber,  I  am  not  certain. 

2  Countewery   must   mean  his  counter,  desk,  or 
board  to  sit  and  write,  &c.,  at. 

3  The  child  now  brought  home  seems  to  have  been 
at  nurse  at  Rocklaiul  Tofts. 


motherly  blessing,  evermore  desiring  to  hear 
of  your  welfare  and  prosperity,  the  which  I 
pray  God  to  continue  and  increase  to  your 
heart's  desire;  and  if  it  liked  your  good 

4  The  marriage  of  his  sister  Elizabeth  was  an  object 
of  great  consequence  to  his  mother,  as  those  two 
did  not,  from  many  things  which  occur,  agree  pro- 
perly together  ;  but  I  cannot  ascertain,  from  the  pedi- 
gree of  the  family  of  Knivet,  which  of  them  is  here 
meant. 
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motherhood  to  hear  of  me  and  how  I  do  at. 
the  making  of  this  letter,  I  was  in  good  hele 
(health)  of  body,  thanked  be  Jesu  ;  and  as  for 
my  master,  my  best  beloved  that  ye  call,  and 
I  must  needs  call  him  so  now,  for  I  find  none 
other  cause,  and  as  I  trust  to  Jesu  none  shall, 
for  he  is  full  kind  unto  me,  and  is  as  busy  as 
he  can  to  make  me  sure  of  my  jointure,  where- 
to he  is  bound  in  a  bond  of  a  thousand  pounds 
to  you  mother,  and  to  my  brother  John,  and 
to  my  brother  William,  and  to  Edmund 
Clere,1  the  which  needed  no  such  bond; 
wherefore,  I  beseech  you  good  mother,  as  our 
most  singular  trust  is  in  your  good  mother- 
hood, that  my  master,  my  best  beloved,  fail 
not  of  the  hundred  marks  (66/.  13*.  4rf.)  at 
the  beginning  of  this  term,  the  which  ye 
promised  him  to  his  marriage,  with  the  rema- 
nent  of  the  money  of  father's  will ;  for  I 
have  promitted  (promised}  faithfully  to  a  gentle- 
man called  Bain,  that  was  one  of  my  best 
beloved's  sureties,  and  was  bound  for  him  in 
two  hundred  pounds,  of  which  he  rehearseth 
for  to  receive*  at  the  beginning  of  this  term 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  if  he  fail 


thereof  at  this  time  he  will  claim  the  whole 
of  us,  the  which  were  to  us  too  great  an  hurl  ; 
and  he  cannot  make  an  end  with  none  of  his 
other  sureties  without  this  said  silver,  arid  that 
can  my  brother  John  tell  you  well  enough 
and  it  lusteth  (listeth)  him  to  do  so,  and  in 
all  other  things.  As  to  my  Lady  Pool,  with 
whom  I  sojourned,  that  ye  will  be  my  tender 
and  good  mother  that  she  may  be  paid  for  all 
the  costs  done  to  me  before  my  marriage  ;  and 
to  Christopher  Houson,  as  ye  wrote  unto  my 
brother  John  that  it  should  have  been  so; 
and  that  it  please  your  good  motherhood  to 
give  credence  to  William  Worcester  ;  and 
Jesu  for  his  great  mercy  save  you  !  Written 
at  London,  the  Wednesday  the  3rd  day  of 
January. 

By  your  humble  daughter, 

ELIZABETH  POM 


London, 
Wcda 

3d  January,  1458-9.     37  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXV.— (LXXXII.  vol.  iii.  p.  333.) 


[Tins  letter  from  Hugh  a  Fenne  in  London 
to  J.  Paston  in  Norwich,  dated  March  1, 
1458-9,  contains  details  and  instructions  rela- 
tive to  Sir  J.  Fastolf  s  law  business,  which  the 
writer  wishes  were  concluded,  that  he  might 
"have  the  better  leisure  to  dispose  himself 


godly,  and  beset  (ordain}  his  lands  and  his 
goods  to  the  pleasure  of  God,  and  the  weal  of 
his  soul,  that  all  men  may  say  he  dieth  a  wise 
man  and  a  worshipful :"  it  Assesses  nothing 
else  of  interest.] 


LETTER    CXXVI.— (LXXXII I.  vol.  iii.  p.  337.) 

V'e  see  here  a  plain,  manly,  and  sensible  letter  from  a  son,  who,  by  some  misconduct,  had  jjiven  his  father 
dfi'i-nce:  his  sorrow  for  havim;  done  amiss  is  properly  impressed,  and  his  promises  for  future  amendment 
appear  to  be  sincere?.  The  offence,  seems  to  liave  been  some  personal  ill  beliaviour  to  his  father,  if  we  may 
in.l-.-  from  what  he  says  here,  and  from  what  his  mother  mentions  in  a  letter  to  J.  Paston  iti  the  foil 
month  (see  Letter  cxxviii.).  Tins  is  the  first  letter  in  this  collection  from  John,  afterwards  Sir  John  Paston. 
knight. 

To  my  right  icorshipf id  father,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  hasty  wise. 

been  to  me  since  your  departing  out  of  this 
country,  here  abiding  till  the-  time   it   please 
you  to  show  me  grace,  and  till  the  time  that 
iiy  report  my  demean  ing  lie  to  your  plea 
.•hing  you    '  'hat    I   ma. 

nor  have  no   mean    to  >•  -ek    yon    as  I  on-lit  to 
do,  saving  under   this   form,  which  I  \» 
you  he  not  taken    to   no  displeasure,  nor  am 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  in  the  most  lowly  wise 
I  commend    me  to   your    good    fatherhood, 
beseeching  you  of  your   blessing  ;  might  it 
please  your    fatherhood    to    remenil 
consider  the  pain  and  heaviness  that    it   hath 


1  Kdmimd  Cl.-re  was  the  second  sin  of  J..! 
sq..  Of  OriDMby,  and  dir.l  „,  H63. 
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not  of  power  to  do  anything  in  this  country 
for  worship  or  profit  of  you,  nor  ease  of  your 
tenants  which  might  and  should  be  to  your 
pleasing  ;  wherefore  1  beseech  you  of  your 
fatherly  pity  to  tender  the  more  this  simple 
writing  ;  as  I  shall  out  of  doubt  hereafter  do 
that  shall  please  you  to  the  uttermost  of  my 
power  and  labour;  and  if  there  be  any 

Norwich,  Monday,  5th  of  March, 
1458-9.    37  II.  VI. 


service  that  I  may  do,  if  it  please  you  to 
command  me,  or  if  I  may  understand  it,  I 
will  be  as  glad  to  do  it  as  anything  earthly, 
if  it  were  anything  that  might  be  to  your 
pleasing.  And  no  more,  but  Almighty  God 
have  you  in  keeping. 

Written  at  Norwich,  the  5th  day  of  March. 
By  your  older  son,  JOHN  PASTON. 


LETTER    CXX VII.— (LXXXIY.  vol.  iii.  p.  339.) 

As  this  is  the  only  letter  in  this  collection  written  by  Sir  John  Fastolf  to  a  man  of  superior  rank  to  himself,  I 
have  given  it,  that  his  manner  of  expressing  himself  in  such  a  situation  may  be  seen.  The  letter  has  no 
direction,  having  been  originally  enclosed  in  a  cover,  but  by  the  contents  is  plainly  intended  for  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  his  "castle  of  Framlingham"  being  mentioned.  The  time  of  its  being  written,  too,  can  be  nearly 
ascertained,  Sir  John  mentioning  not  only  his  age,  but,  in  the  part  that  is  intended  to  be  erased,  his  infirmities 
likewise,  we  may  therefore  conclude  that  it  was  written  in  the  last  year  of  his  life. 

now  wrongful  possession  of  certain  lands  in 
Suffolk,  nigh  your  castle  of  Framlingham, 
which  lands  certain  of  my  friends,  to  my 
use,2  have  of  the  king's  grant  by  his  letters 
patent  before  any  patent  that  the  said  Sir 
Philip  hath,  which  is  my  singular  matter 
in  mine  own  part  that  I  have  now  to  do,  as 
my  cousin  Paston  can  inform  your  lordship, 
for  he  knoweth  the  matter  and  mine  whole 
intent,  to  whom  your  good  grace  like  to  give 
credence,  he  comerh  to  await  upon  your 
lordship  at  this  time,  as  I  understand  by  my 
cousin,  your  servant  Richard  Southwell,  your 
lordship  desired  (this  is  scratched  out,  but 
legible,  "and  to  pardonne  me  for  necessite 
caitseth  me,  in  as  moche  as  I  may  not  come  in 
myn  owne  prsone  as  my  ivill  were.") 

Right  high  and  mighty  prince,  my  noble 
and  right  good  lord,  I  beseech  the  Holy 
Ghost  be  with  you,  and  evermore  send  you 
the  accomplishment  of  your  right  noble 
desires  to  his  pleasure  and  yours. 

Written  at  my  poor  place  of  Caister,  the 
second  day  of  April. 

Your  humble  man  and  servant, 

JOHN  FASTOLF. 
Caister, 

2nd  of  April, 

about  1459.     37  H.  VI. 


RIGHT  high  and  mighty  prince,  my  right 
noble  and  good  lord,  in  my  right  humble 
wise  I  recommend  me  to  your  good  grace, 
and  for  the  noble  lordship  and  supportation 
showed  unto,  me  at  all  times,  I  beseech  our 
Lord  God  guerdon  (reward)  you,  whereas  I 
may  not,  but  only  as  your  daily  and  con- 
tinual beadsman  now  in  mine  age  pray  for 
the  good  prosperity  of  your  right  high  and 
noble  estate,  as  I  am  greatly  bound  to  do ; 
praying  tenderly  your  highness  to  continue 
your  good  lordship  and  supportation  in  the 
matters  touching  your  servant  John  Porter, 
and  my  poor  chaplain  Sir  Thomas  Howes, 
trusting  verily  to  God,  that  with  the  support- 
ation of  your  good  lordship,  their  matters 
shall  yet  come  to  a  good  conclusion  in 
punishing  of  perjury  and  embracery 1  that 
many  years  hath  been  and  yet  is  used  in  this 
shire,  which  were  great  merit,  and,  to  my 
conceit,  in  you  that  are  so  noble  a  prince,  a 
singular  renown,  as  for  the  best  deed  that 
may  be  done  for  the  weal  of  both  shires. 

And  in  like  wise  that  it  please  your  right 
good  grace  to  continue  your  noble  favour 
and  supportation  to  me  in  remedying  the 
force  done  by  Sir  Philip  Wentworth,  keeping 

1  [Embracery  is  an  attempt  to  influence  a  jury 
corruptly,  and  was    punishable  by  fine   and    im- 
prisonment under  several  statutes  of  Edw.  IV.     See 
Blackstoue's  Com.,  b.  iv.  c.  10.] 
VOL.  1. 


2  Use  in  original;   Fenn  translates,  by  mistake, 
ease. 
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LETTER    CXXVIII.— (XLIV.  vol.  i.  p.  175.) 

"NVe  see  in  this  letter  the  method  of  raising  men  was  by  sending  a  letter  under  the  Privy  Seal ,  and  sometime 
by  the  king  himself,  commanding  the  attendance  of  the  persons  named,  at  a  certain  time  and  pi 
&c.,  according  to  their  decree.     These  privy  seals  seem  to  have  been  issued  in  April,  1 1.'>9,  when  the  kiiif:. 
Sec.,  were  at  Coventry,  raising  an  army  to  oppose  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury.    And  it 
J.  Paston' s  son  herein  mentioned  was  his  eldest,  he  might  then  be  about  eighteen  or  twenty  y 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you  ;  pleaseth  you  to  weet  that  on 
Thursday  last  was.  tin-re  were  brought  unto 
this  town  many  privy  seals,  and  one  of  them 
was  indorsed  to  you,  and  to  Hastyngs,  and 
to  live  or  six  other  gentlemen :  and  another 
was  sent  unto  your  son,  and  indorsed  to  him- 
self alone,  and  assigned  (signed)  within  with 
the  king's  own  hand :  and  so  were  but  few 
1hat  were  sent  as  it  was  told  me;  and  also 
there  were  more  special  terms  in  his  than 
were  in  others ;  I  saw  a  copy  of  those  that 
were  sent  unto  other  gentlemen;  the  intent 
of  the  writing  was,  that  they  should  be  with 
the  king  at  Leicester  the  10th  day  of  May, 
with  as  many  persons  defensibly  arrayed  as 
they  might  according  to  their  degree,  and 
that  they  should  bring  with  them  for  their 
expenses  for  two  months. 

As  for  the  letter  that  was  indorsed  to  you, 
and  to  others,  it  was  delivered  to  William 
Yelverton.  for  then-  appeared  no  more  of  the 
rcnmlamit  i  /v///. /////////  . 

Ha-tyngs  is  forth  into  Yorkshire  :  I  pray 
you  that  ye  vouchsafe  to  send  word  in  ha>te 
how  ye  will  that  your  son  be  demeaned  herein. 
Men  think  here,  that  be  your  well-willers, 
that  ye  may  no  less  do  than  to  send  him  forth. 


As  for  his  demeaning  since  ye  departed,  in 
good  faith,  it  hath  been  right  good,  and 
lowly,  and  diligent,  in  oversight  of  vour 
servants  and  other  things,  the  which  I  hope 
ye  would  have  been  pleased  with  and  ye 
had  been  at  home ;  I  hope  he  will  be  well 
demeaned  to  please  you  hereafterward. 

He  desired  Arblaster  to  bemoan  !  to  you  for 
him;  and  was  right  heavy  of  his  demeaning 
to  you,  as  I  sent  you  word  also  by  Ail 
how   I   did  to  him  after  that  ye  were  •. 
and  I  beseech  you  heartily  that  ye  \ on- 
to be  his  good  father,  for  I  hope   he  is  chas- 
tised, and  will  be  the  worthier  hereafter. 

As  for  all  other   things   at    home.  I    hope 
that  I  and  others  shall  do  our  part,  then 
well  as  we  may  ;  but  as  for  money  it  c<> 
but  slowly,  and  (iod   have  you   in  his  keep- 
ing, and  send  you    good  speed  in   all  your 
matters. 

Written  in  haste  at  Norwich  on  t 
next  before  the  Ascension  day.* 

Sir,  I  would  be  right  glad  to  hear  some 
good  tidings  from  you. 

JJv  your-. 

M  \H(I. \ltKT  PA- 

Norwich,  Sunday. 29  April, 
:;-  II.  VI. 


LETT  E  li    C\\!X.— (LXXXY.  vol.  iii.  p.  343.) 

religion,  and  \vMi--s    much   for  the   ]>• 
of  his    cousin    Paston.     The    1 
mixture  of  Latin  ami  Knirlnli. 
by  Dr.  John  Hrackley  t.>  .1 


THIS  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  not 

long  before  the  death   of  Sir   John    Fa.:  .If. 
which    happened   in    November.    1  !.">!>.       He 
<•xpress.es  in  it  his  anxiety  lor  tin 
<f  his  estate  at  Caistvr  for  the  purposes  of 


1  {l'.t"ini:nf  in  original;  more  probably  be  mean  to 
you  —  mediator  to  you.] 

1  t.-,v.  :;7  II,  -n.  VI..  Whitsunday  w-is  :i. 
of  M  .  day  the  3.1  of  M:I>  ;  the  Sunday 


tb  of  April;    and   tin-  Tlmr- 
mentioned  in  the  privy  seals  for  their  atk:i 
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LETTER    CXXX.— (LXXX VI.  vol.  iii.  p.  347.) 

This  letter  was  written  after  the  dispersion  of  the  Duke  of  York's  army  near  Ludlow,  in  October,  1459,  as  the 
transactions  here  related  refer  to  the  direction  of  state  affairs  when  in  the  hands  of  Henry's  friends.  Commissions 
were  granted  to  James  Butler,  Earl  of  Wiltshire,  and  Thomas,  Lord  Scales,  and  others,  to  apprehend  all  those 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  to  punish  them  according  to  law.  It  appears  here  that 
.T.  Paston  was  supposed  to  favour  the  York  party,  and  from  the  expressions  contained  in  Dr.  Brackley's  letters 
he  certainly  did  so. 

brother  John  Brakleor  Brackley,  the  son  of  John  Brakle,  a  dyer,  was  born  at  Norwich,  and,  about  the  year  1418, 
6  H.  V.,  entered  when  very  young  into  the  Convent  of  the  Grey  Friars,  or  Friars  Minors,  at  Norwich;  he 
afterwards  took  a  doctor's  degree  in  divinity,  and  became  a  famous  preacher.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
and  chaplain  to  Sir  John  Fastolf,  who  appointed  him  one  of  his  executors ;  he  was  also  much  connected  with 
the  Paston  family,  being  chaplain  to  the  judge,  and  tutor  to  Sir  John  Paston  his  grandson.  He  died  in  the 
year  1461  or  1462,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  his  own  convent.  The  style  and  language  of  his  letters 
here  produced  are  very  different  from  those  of  the  other  writers  of  this  period  here  brought  together,  as  they 
abound  with  quotations  from  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  are  often  intermixed  with  sentences  in  Latin 
of  his  own  composition.  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  these  letters  to  the  reader  as  accurately  as  possible,  but 
in  two  or  three  places  I  have  been  obliged  to  omit  a  sentence  or  two,  as  the  contractions,  added  to  the  smallness 
and  confusedness  of  the  hand-writing,  have  made  them  so  illegible,  that  after  the  most  careful  attention  and 
examination,  I  have  been  forced  to  give  up  the  deciphering;  and  I  have  likewise  referred  the  reader  to  the 
places  whence  the  quotations  »re  taken. 

Carissimo  sito  magistro,  Johanni  Paston,  Armigroe. 


Jesus,  Maria,  &c. 

RIGHT  reverend  master  and  most  trusty  friend 
in  earth,  as  lowly  as  I  can  or  may  I  recom- 
mend me,  &c. 

Sir,  in  faith  I  was  sore  afraid  that  ye  had 
a  great  letting,  that  ye  came  not  on  Wednes- 
day to  meet,  &c.,  by  my  faith  and  (if)  ye 
had  been  here  ye  should  have  had  right  good 
cheer,  &c.;  and  have  fared  right  well  after 
your  pleasure,  &c.,  with  more,  &c. 

Sir  John  Tatteshall  is  at  one  with  Heydon, 
&c.,  and  Lord  Scales  hath  made  a  loveday1 
with  the  prior  and  Heydon  in  all  matters, 
except  the  matter  of  Snoring,  &c.  And  the 
said  prior  spake  masterly  to  the  jurors,  &c., 
and  told  them  and  (if)  they  had  dreaded 
God  and  hurt  of  their  souls,  they  would  have 
some  instruction  of  the  one  party  as  well  as 
of  the  other,  but  they  were  so  bold,  they  were 
not  afraid,  for  they  found  no  bones  to  say  in 
their  verdict  as  Thomas  Todenham  and  John 
Heydon  would,  &c. 

A  lewd  doctor  of  Ludgate  preached  on 
Sunday  fort'night  at.  Paul's,  charging  the 
people  that  no  man  should  pray  for  these 
lords  traytors,2  &c.,  and  he  had  little  thank, 
as  he  was  worthy,  &c.,  and  for  his  lewd  cle- 

1  Lofedays,   or    lovedays,   were    days-  on    which 
arbitrations  were  made,  and  differences  settled  amongst 
neighbours. 

2  We  have  here  an  instance  of  the  pulpit  being  used 
for  political  purposes,  and  the  lords  here  meant  were 
the  Earls  of   March,  Warwick,  and   Salisbury,  and 
others  in  the  Duke  of  York's  interest. 


meaning  his  brethren  are  had  in  the  less 
favour  at  London,  &c.  Dr.  Pinchbeck  and 
Dr.  Westhawe,  great  preachers  and  parsons 
at  London,  be  now  late  made  monks  of 
Charter-house  at  Sheen,  one  at  the  one  place 
and  another  at  the  other  place,  &c. 

The  chancellor3  is  not  good  to  these  lords, 
&c.,  for  he  feareth  the  Earl  of  March  will 
claim     by    inheritance     the     Earldom     of 
Ha  ......  4  &c.,  of  which  matter  I  heard 

great  speech  in  Somersetshire,  &c. 

Wyndham,  Heydon,  Todenham,  Blake,, 
W.  Chamberleyne,  and  Went  worth  have 
late  commissions  to  take  for  traytors  and  send 
to  the  next  gaol  all  persons  fautorers  (favour- 
ers') and  well-willers  to  the  said  lords,  &c- 
Master  Radcl  iff  and  ye  have  none  of  com- 
missions directed  to  you,  &c.,  for  ye  be  holdeii 
favourable,  &c. 

W'yndham  and  Heydon  be  named  here 
causers  of  these  commissions,  &c. 

On  Monday  last  at  Cromer5  was  the  oar 
and  the  books  of  registry  of  the  admiralty 
taken  away  from  my  Lord  Scales's  men  by 
a  great  multitude  of  my  Lord  Roos's  men, 
&c.  the  Lord  Scales  is  to  my  Lord  Prince, 
&c.  to  wait  on  him,  &c.  he  saith,  per  Deum 


3  William  de  Wainfleet,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

4  The  original  letter  is  here  defective. 

5  Cromer  is  a  sea-port,  on  the  north  part  of  the 
Norfolk  coast,  where  the  Court  of  Admiralty  appear* 
to  have  been  held  by  the  Lord  Scales,  as  Lord  Admiral 
of  the  county.    The  Lord  Roos  here  mentioned  was 
most  probably  in  the  opposite  interest. 

H2 
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suictum.  as  we  say  here,  lit.  .  niral, 

or  h<-  shall  lye  tli  by  my  faith  here 

\Valsham 

of  Chancery  th;'t  never  ui;n 
told   in"   that    Booking   was   with    my 
Chancfllcr  th'H   t"nn.  !mt    I    asked  not  how 
many 

Iteil  to  you  (/''ion  before  this, 
nicos  tie  mammona  iniqni- 
•  xvi.  {).) 

ia  Tod-'-nhaiii.   Johannes  Heydon,  rt 
J.  Wyndham    cum    •  -.  <\n    Fastolf 

fallaeibiis  t'anmli.s    ma^mim    gerunt    ;r; 
invii'iam,  quod  •  Is,  &c. 

Judas  noii  donni:.  \c,.  '-'Noli  zelare  iacien- 
tes  iniquitatem  quoniam  tnnquam  i'enum 
vel ,,<•;<' T  aresc  -nt,  ct  quemadmodum  olera 
herbarum  rito  per  Dei  uratiam  decident.'' 
ic  in  I 'sal.  in  Domino  et  lac 

bonitatem,  et  pasceris  in  divitiiscjus  et  delec- 


tare  in  Domino  et  dabit  tibi  petit' 
iui."     (Psalm    xxxvii.    1,    2,    3,    1.) 
aliter.     Jacta  cogitatum  tuum  in  donf 
i])se  te  enutriet."    (/V////?lv.  22.)    "  l/tinam 
inqnit  ajiostolns  al>scindantur  qn 
turbant,"  kc.      (fiat.  v.   12.)      "  Et  alibi, 
c.avt-le  vos  a  malis  et  importunisliominibus.'' 
(2  Thess.  iii.  2.) 

Precor  gratiosum    Deum  qui  vos   et  me 
creavit  et  suo  pretioto  sanguine  nos  redemit, 
vos  vestros  et    vestra   gratiose    <•• 
prosperis,  et  gratiosim  divi^at 

Scriptum,  Walsham  feria  lt:i  i: 
magna  festinatione,  &c.   Utinam  iste  mundus 
malign  us    transiret  et,  concupiso 
ad  vota  promptissimus. 

Frater  JOIIANNKS  UUACKI.KV. 
I 

Walsbam,  Norfolk,  W«li. 
1  •!•>'.>.    38  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXXI.—  (LXXXV1I.  vol.  iii.  p.  353.) 

We  have  in  this  letter  an  account  of  the  proceedings  on  the  death  of  that  i>  _ht  and  valian: 

Sir.Tohn  Fastolf,  relative  to  ins  dlerts.     After  liis  return  and  settlement  in  his  n  ati\e  enunti  > 
•uilder  ;  :ind  at  (  'aister  are  still  to  IK^  seen  suc-h  inajjiiilU-cnt  remains  of  his  seat  or  cast! 
<l<>  testify  its  former  state  and  jjrandeur  :  it  was  a  square  building  of  brick,  coped  with  ;  • 
it  Ix'ini;  alxiut  :<'»)  feet  loni:,  having  a  Inr-e  and  Inl'ty  town  ..  one  of  which  was  a 

tire.     The  hall,  we  are  informed,  wasV.i  feet  loni;,  and  2*  l,road;  tlie  \ 
i.l  WW  a  place  in  thi  -  .d-lelVnee,  having,  in  the  year  1  ; 

•  a   l>nk.-  Of  Norfolk,  See.     Aft-r  the  death  of  Sir  John  Fastolf.  this  was  for  several  . 
'aniily  ;  and  so  continued  until  Clement  1'a-t'Hi,  Ksq.,  in  the  r.-iirn   of  I. 
id-hall,  which  tlien  Ix-e^mini,'  their  chief  j-laeeof  residence,  this  noble  mansion  ' 
He  likewise  hiiilt  a  splendid  hous  th,  ami  a  palace  in  Soiithwark.     Atleiii.-!'. 

three  -of  himself  in  his  will,  dated  4th  Nov.,  1  ; 

d  with  sickness,  and  throuu'h  a-e  infel.ehd,"  he  ik-pai-te.1  this  life,  without  is-.ue. 

-  M.  VI.,  at  his  manor  of  Caister,  and  «  tuously  l.uri.-d  in  ; 

ventinl  rly.veli  of  St.  ]',eniiet  in  the  Holm,  in  Norfolk,  under  the  arch  of  the  new  chajH-l  whir' 
rebuilt  there,  on  t!  .  !   the  choir  or  chancel,  nu.l  'nb  by  the  body  of  !  I 

his  wife,  [who  died  ab  ,iit  V  I.,  and  whose  son  Steplu-n  S<-n>i  e,  by  lier  fn-st  marriai." 

-.Viltshire  and  Yorkshire  .1     NVhen  wee  .n^id-r  this  our  \\orthy  kin-lit,  as  sj  : 
and  honourable  family,  inln-ritin.i;  ample  fortunes,  but  M-  them  thro  .. 

and  indefatigaldd  life,  s]>ent  In  the  -r\,  andacquiriii'.'  n 

sictini:  in  a  very  liijli  and  exalted  ^phere,  i    n<uvned  for'  his  coura'.'c  and  <•  mduct  in  the  • 
in  the  connci  niticent  bail.. 

and  at  his  <l  hi-  could  thin' 

we  help  exclaiming,   "ThoH   l;;.st   lound.'il  the    i-,ir    fabric  <.f   thy  fame   HJMIL 
'i'er  Sir  .1.1  ,,f  him,   the  read.-i 

.•iiia  Britannien,  written  by  Oldys.  and  revised  ;• 

mr  niad<-  him 

him  a  blessing  in  peace;  all  \\e  .-.m  ;in,I  in  his  retirement  Ix-inu  elegant,  ho^pi:  . 

to  the  places  of  hi-  streams 

f  his  treasure  that  fed  t;  .  mil'iccnc"  were  numerous  and  plentiful,  as  m-»\  be  see:. 

'x.Sufr(.lk,> 

II 
and  endeavouring  to  ,-Te,-t  !..-s  1  a 
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improbability  of  Shakspere  having  hail  any  reference  tr»  this  somewhat  common-place  old  soldier  in  depict- 
ing the  character  of  his  immortal  FalstalV.  "independently  of  the  fact  that  the  character  was  originally  written 
under  the  name  of  Sir  John  Olilcastle,  there  is  nothing  in  common  between  the  two,  not  anything  to  lead  to 
such  a  conclusion,  except  the  similarity  of  the  names,  and  the  fact  of  FalstaUT  being  contemporary  with  Henry 
V.,  of  whom  he  was,  however,  only  about  ten  or  twelve  years  the  elder,  and  whom  he  outlived  many  years. 
But  as  the  subject  has  excited  much  attention,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  give  a  slight  sketch  of  the 
life  of  F.-isiolflu-iv. 

Sir  John  Fastolf  was  born  of  an  ancient  and  respectable  family  in  Norfolk,  either  at  Caister  or  Yarmouth, 
about  1377,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  page  in  the  service  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and 
afterward  to  have  held  a  considerable  post  under  Thomas,  subsequently  Duke  of  Clarence,  who,  as  early  as 
the, '2nd  Hen.  IV.  (1401),  was  made  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whither  Fastolf  accompanied  him,  and  where 
he  married,  in  1409,  Milicent,  Lady  Castlecomb,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Lord  Tibetot,  and  widow 
of  Sir  Stephen  Scrope.  Not  long  after  his  marriage  we  find  him  engaged  in  the  wars  of  France,  and,  in 
1413,  the  1st  of  Hen.  V.,  he  was  made  governor  of  the  castle  of  Veires  in  Gascony.  On  the  taking  of  Harilcur 
by  Henry  V.,  in  August,  1415,  he  was  appointed  to  its  command  under  the  Duke  of  Exeter,  but  in  the 
following  October  we  find  him  dangerously  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Agincourt ;  in  the  same  year,  he  and 
the  Duke  of  Exeter  having  made  a  plundering  expedition  almost  as  far  as  Rouen,  were  surprised  and  forced 
to  retreat  by  the  enemy,  but  at  length  succeeded  in  totally  defeating  them  ;  and  when  the  constable  of  France 
laid  siege  to  Havfleur,  it  was  gallantly  defended  by  Fastolf  until  relieved  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  He  was 
actively  engaged  throughout  the  war  during  the  life  of  Henry  V.,  and  his  services  seem  to  have  been  very 
well  paid,  being  also  made  a  Knight  of  the  Garter  about  the  end  of  1417.  Under  the  regency  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  Sir  John  was  Grand  Master  of  his  Household,  and  Seneschal  of  Normandy,  and  was  very  active 
and  successful  in  his  warlike  enterprises.  In  1424,  at  the  battle  of  Verneuil,  he  took  the  Duke  of  Aleneon 
prisoner,  for  whose  ransom  200,000  crowns  were  paid,  and  for  the  payment  of  his  share  of  which,  as  lias 
been  seen,  Sir  John  was  very  urgent.  In  1425,  among  other  places,  he  took  the  castle  of  Sillie-le-Guillem,  from 
which  he  received  the  title  of  baron.  In  1428,  during  the  siege  of  Orleans,  he  was  despatched  by  the  commander, 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  to  the  regent  at  Paris  for  supplies,  of  which  the  army  were  in  great  want ;  he  was  provided 
therewith,  and  also  with  a  considerable  force  to  convoy  them  safely  to  Orleans.  The  French,  aware  of  his 
movements,  attacked  him  on  his  return,  but  were  totally  defeated  with  a  loss  in  killed,  it  is  said,  much  ex- 
ceeding the  total  of  his  force,  besides  prisoners  and  wounded.  From  the  nature  of  the  provisions  he  was 
conveying  —  barrels  of  herrings — this  encounter  was  called  by  the  French  the  Battle  of  Herrings.  In 
1429  the  English  were  defeated  with  great  loss  in  the  battle  of  Patay,  and  though  Fastolf  succeeded  in  bringing 
safely  oil'  a  considerable  part  of  the  army,  yet  his  retreat,  though  conducted  with  great  ability,  seems  to  have 
given  rise  to  some  imputations  on  his  character  ;  it  being  even  said  that  he  was  divested  of  his  knighthood. 
It  is  upon  this  occurrence,  and  under  his  real  name,  that  Shakspere  dilates  in  the  first  part  of  Henry  VI. 
Sir  John  Fastolf,  from  these  letters  appears  to  have  had  so  little  chivalry  in  his  composition  that  it  is  no 
wonder  he  became  unpopular,  even  by  his  prudence,  when  contrasted  with  the  Talbots  and  Bedfords  of  his 
time,  though  by  no  means  liable  to  the  imputations  of  either  cowardice  or  treachery.  Hall  says,  "  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  took  from  him  the  image  of  St.  George  and  his  Garter,  though  afterwards,  by  means  of  friends  and 
apparent  causes  of  good  excuse,  the  same  were  to  him  again  delivered,  against  the  mind  of  the  LordTalbot." 
According  to  Austis  (Hist,  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter),  his  name  was  never  erased  from  the  list  of  knights. 
At  any  rate,  his  disgrace  was  but  temporary,  as  in  1430  he  was  appointed  by  the  regent  to  the  command  of 
Caen  in  Normandy.  In  1432  he  was  sent  ambassador  to  the  Council  of  Basle,  and  immediately  afterward, 
in  the  same  capacity,  to  negotiate  a  peace  or  a  truce  with  France;  and  again  in  1435.  In  the  latter  end  of 
this  year  the  Duke  of  Bedford  died,  and  Sir  John  Fastolf  was  named  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will. 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  who  succeeded  to  the  regency,  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  the  merit  of  Sir  John, 
that  he  settled  an  annuity  upon  him  of  2Ql.  a-year.  For  about  four  years  he  seems  to  have  continued  quietly 
in  his  government  in  Normandy,  and  in  1440  finally  returned  to  England.  He  does  not  appear  to  have 
distinguished  himself  in  tlie  domestic  politics  of  his  time,  although  not  wholly  inactive  ;  and  after  an  illness 
of  nearly  live  months'  duration,  he  died  on  the  5th  of  November,  1459.  Of  his  will  and  its  consequences  to 
the  Pastmi  family,  we  are  told  something  in  the  foregoing  letters,  and  shall  learn  more  hereafter.  The  list 
of  his  landed  estates  is  wry  long,  but  as  it  contains  only  their  names,  without  quantity  or  value,  has  no 
general  interest.  A  part  of  his  personalty  is  stated  as  follows : — In  coin,  2G43/.  10s. ;  gold  plate,  lOlbs. ;  silver 
plate,  12251bs.] 

To  my  master,  John  Paston,  in  Norfolk. 


RIGHT  well -beloved  brother,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  certifying  you  that  on  Friday  last 
was  in  the  morning  Worcester  and  I  were 
come  to  London  by  eight  of  the  clock,  and  we 
spake  with  my  Lord  Chancellor,1  and  I 
found  him  well  disposed  in  all  things,  and 

1  William  de  Wainfloet,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 


ye  shall  find  him  right  profitable  to  you, 
&c. 

And  he  desired  me  to  write  you/a  letter  in 
his  name,  and  put  trust  in  you  in  gathering 
of  the  goods  together,  and  pray  you  to  do  so, 
and  have  all  his  goods  out  of  every  place  of 
his,  and  his  own  place,  wheresoever  they 
were,  and  lay  them  secretly  where  as  ye 
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thought  best  at  your  assignment,  and  till 
that  he  speak  with  you  himself;  and  he  said 
ye  should  have  all  lawful  favour. 

I  purpose  to  ride  to  him  this  day  for  writs 
of  diem  clans  it  extremum,1  and  I  suppose 
ye  shall  have  a  letter  sent  from  himself  to 
you. 

As  for  the  goods  of  Paul's  they  are  safe 
enough,  and  this  day  we  have  grant  to  have 
the  goods  out  of  Bermondsey*  without  advice 
of  any  man  saving  Worcester,  Plomer,  and  I 
myself,  and  nobody  shall  know  of  it  but  we 
three. 

My  Lord  Treasurer13  speaketh  fair,  but  yet 
many  advise  nu-  to  put  no  trust  in  him  ;  there 
is  laboured  many  means  to  intitle  the  king 
in  his  goods.  Southwell  is  escheator,  and  he 
is  right  good  and  well  disposed. 

My  Lord  of  Exeter4  claimeth  title  in  my 
master's  place,  with  the  appurtenance*,  in 
Southwark.  and  verily  had  purposed  to  have 
entered,  and  his  counsel  were  with  us,  and 
spake  with  Worcester  and  me;  and  now 
afterwards  they  have  sent  us  word  that  they 
would  move  my  lord  to  sue  by  means  of  the 
law.  &c. 

I  have  spoken  with  my  Lord  of  Canter- 
bury, and  Master  John  Stokes,  and  I  find 
them  right  well  disposed  both. 

Item,  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  ye  shall 
mother  letter,  for  by  that  time  we  shall 
know  more  than  we  do  now. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  would  that  my  master 
I  be  buried  worshipfully,  and  one 


hundred  marks  (fiO/.  13.  W.)  alms  dine   far 
him  ;  but  this   day  I   shall  wh:/lly  kno.v  hi* 
intent:    Master   John   Stakes   hath   the 
conce't  and  aim*  giving. 

Hurry  Fenyngley  is   not   in  this  town,  nor 
the  Lord  Beauchamp. 

Item,  we  have  gotten  men  of  the  spiritual 
law  withholden  with  us,  what  c 
happen  ;  we  have  Master  Robert  Kent  :  but  in 
anywise  have  all  the  goods  there  together, 
and  tarry  for  no  letting,  though  ye  should  do 
it  by  day-light  openly,  for  it  is  my  Lord 
Chancellor's  full  intent  that  ye  should  do 
so. 

As  for    William    Worcester    he   tn. 
verily  ye  would  do  for  him  and  for  his  avail 
in  reason,  and  I  doubt  not  and  (i'/')  he  may 
verily  and  faithfully  understand  > 
posed  to  him  ward,  ye  shall  find  him  faithful 
to  you  ;   in  likewise  I  understand  by  him  he 
will  never  have    other  master   but  his    old 
master,  and  to  my  conceit  it  were  pity  but  if 
he  should  stand  in  such  case  by  mine  n 
that  he  should  never  need  servite, considering 
how  my  master   trusted  him.   and  the  long 
years   that  he  hath  been   with    him   in,   and 
many  shrewd  journey  for  his  sake. 
•    I  write  you  no  more  because  ye  slmll 
another  letter   written   to-morrow.       Written 
at   London  the    12th    day    of   November   in 
haste. 

l.y  WM.I.IAM    V  \ 

London,  Monday, 

]:.'  Nnv.,  1-J.V.i."     .'5S  II.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXXIL— (LXXXV11I.  vol.  iii.  p.  359.) 

.1  Waiufleet,  Bishop  of  Winch, -ster,  the  first  of  Sir  John   Fast  oil's  executors,  was  at  this  tin 

Chancellor,  to  whom  the  others  applied  for  his  advice  and  directions  conrernini;  the  execution  of  his  will. 

He  here  tfives  thrm  fully,  hut  at  the.  same  time  ad\ 

law  concerning  the  administration,  &c.     In  times  i 

in   memory  of  the  deceased,  when   prt  \ersw  ere  offered  and  aim-  -m 

William  Waiuflect  was  cons -crated  Buaop  of  Winchester   in   1147,  and  continued  there  till  his  d. 

llxfi.just  living  to  see  the  line  of  Lancaster  Mo  which  lie  had  e\er  been  a  well-wisher)  restored  to  the  crown 

in  the  person  of  I  lenry  VII.     He  was  a  worth}  prelate,  and  a  man  of  great  wisdom  and  Integrity.    There  is 

no  address  to  these  directions. 

UK    it    remembered,    that    forasmuch   as   Sir       tion.  hath   put  me  in   trust    to   !»• 
John  Fastolf,   late   deceased,    of  ureat   a!  -itois.  and  since  it  is  desired   (o/')me   to 


tavice  ana  aireciions  concerning  me  execunon  m  ins  win. 

••in  to  apply  to  some  one  learned   in  the 
<>f  popery  the.  "  Month's  Mind"  was  a  monthly  solemnity 
•  offered  and  alms   -i\en   for  the  health  • 


This  was  a  writ  which  issued  out  of  Chancery  to 

"i  the  county,  n,x>n  the  death  of  any  of 

thek.  in  capita,  to  impure  oy  a  jury  of 

wha*  lands  he  .11, •,]  s..i/,^lf  and  ofwh.it  \alnc,  and  who 

.  heir  to  him. 


•J  An  abbey  in  Sonthwark,  wh.-:-  i;ood» 

\\.-re  di-| 

DM  15\itler,  1'arl  of  \\ilt-hire  and  Ormond. 
[Inoriji-  "  brod  [brother]  tr'.sorer,"  proliably  an  error 
in  ti  ,:  i  is 

<  Ilcnrv  Holland,  1' 
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know  my  disposition  herein,  mine  advice  is 
thus,  that  iirst  an  inventory  be  made  wholly 
of  his  goods  and  catell  (chut tells}  in  all  places, 
and  that  they  be  laid  in  sure  ward  by  your 
discretions,  till  the  executors,  or  the  most 
part  of  those  that  he  put  his  great  trust  upon, 
speak  with  me,  and  make  declaration  to  me 
of  his  last  will,  to  the  accomplishment  whereof 
I  will  be  special  good  lord. 

Furthermore,  as  touching  his  burying  and 
month's  mind  keeping,  that  it  be  done  wor- 
shiply  (worshipful! if}  according  to  his  degree, 
and  for  the  health  of  his  soul,  and  that  alms 
be  given  in  masses  saying,  and  to  poor  people, 


i   to  the  sum  of  an  hundred  marks  (6G/.  13*.  Id.} 
!   till  that  otherwise  we  speak  together ;    and 
|    I  can  agree  right  well  that  his  servants  have 
j   their  rewards   betimes  according  to  his  will, 
j   to  the  intent  that  they  may  be  better  disposed, 
I   and  to  pray  for  the  welfare  of  his  soul;  taking 
advice  of  a  learned  man  in  spiritual  law  for 
the  charge  of  administration  till  the  executors 
come   together,  or    the  most    part,   that   his 
trust  was  most  upon,  to  take  the  administra- 
tion. 

WILLIAM  WINTON. 

November  or  December, 
145J.     38  II.  VI. 


LETTER    CXXX1IL— (XLV.  vol.  i.  p.  179.) 

This  letter  was  written  at  Coventry,  where  the  parliament  appears  to  have  met,  after  the  desertion  of  some  and 
the  surrender  of  others  of  the  Duke  of  York's  troops  to  the  army  of  Henry  Vlth,  commanded  by  the  Dukes 
of  Somerset  and  Exeter,  near  Ludlow,  in  October,  1450  ;  and  though  it  contains  chiefly  accounts  of  a  private 
nature,  yet  as  a  list  of  those  there  attainted  is  affixed,  it  seemed  worthy  of  insertion. 

To  my  riyht  worshipful  masters,  William  Yelverton,  justice,  John  Paston,  and  Henri/  Filvngley* 

and  to  each  of  them. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sirs,  I  recommend  me  to 
you;  and  like  it  you  to  weet  that  my  Lord 
Chancellor  is  a  right  good  and  tender  lord  in 
all  your  matters,  and  so  will  continue ;  and 
my  Lord  Treasurer  in  likewise,  which  both 
have  answered  Wyndham  not  aldermost 
(altogether}  to  his  pleasure,  because  of  his 
noiseful  language;  saying  how  he  might  have 
no  law,  and  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  was 
not  made  executor  but  for  maintenance, 2  with 
many  other  words  nothing  profitable  nor  fur- 
thering his  intents.  As  for  any  particular 
matters,  the  parliament,  as  yet,  abideth  upon 
the  great  matters  of  attainder  and  forfeiture ; 
arid  so  there  be  many  and  diverse  particular 
bills  put  in,  but  none  ready,  nor  touching  us, 
as  nigh  as  we  can  hearken,  to  which  Playters 
and  I  attend  daily,  trusting  on  my  lords 
abovesaid,  my  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  other 
good  lords,  and  many  also  of  your  acquaintance 
and  ours,  that  and  (</*_)  any  tiling  be,  we  shall 
soon  have  knowledge.  The  chief  justice  is 
right  hearty,  and  sayeth  full  well  and  kindly 

1  [This  name  is  spelt  in  such  a  variety  of  forms 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  fix  the  orthography.] 

2  [Maintenance  is  a  law-term,  implying  a  s'uit  or 
quarrel  to  the  disturbance  or  hindrance  of  rights,  and 
if  the  party  is  to  have  any  advantage  therein,  it  is 
called  Champerty.    There  have  been  many  statutes 
passed  against  both.] 


of  my  master,  whom  Jesu  for  his  mercy  par- 
don, and  have  you  in  his  blessed  governance. 
Written  at  Coventry  the  morrow  after  Saint 
Nicholas.3  And  as  to  money,  I  delivered 
unto  the  under-treasurer  a  letter  from  Master 
Filongley,  and  I  found  him  right  well  dis- 
posed to  do  that,  may  please  you  in  all  our 
matters ;  and  take  no  money  of  him  as  yet, 
for  we  have  no  need  to  spend  any  sums  as 
yet,  nor  with  God's  grace  shall  not  have.  I 
came  to  this  town  of  Coventry  such  day 
sev'night  as  the  parliament  began ;  and  as 
for  such  things  as  I  could  hearken  after,  I 
send  to  William  Worcester  a  great  bill  of 
tidings  to  show  you  and  all. 

Yesterday  in  the  morning  came  in  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke4  with  a  good  fellowship; 
and  the  Duchess  of  York5  came  yester  even- 
ing late,  as  the  bringer  hereof  shall  more 
plainly  declare  (to}  you,  to  whom  ye  like  to 
give  credence. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter0  and  the  Lord  Grey 

3  St.  Nicholas's  day,  Cth  of  December. 

*  Jasper  of  Hatfield,  half-brother  to   Henry  VI., 

irl  of  Pen " 


Earl 


Pembroke. 


Cicely,  daughter  of  Ralph  Nevile,  Earl  of  West- 
moreland ;  she  was  deprived  of  all  her  goods,  &c. 

ti  George  Nevile,  sixth  son  of  Richard  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  brother  of  Richard  Earl  of  Warwick: 
he  was  afterwards  Archbishop  of  York. 
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iUithin1  have  declared  them  lull  v/or- 
shipfully  to  the  kind's  great  pleasure. 

Playters  and   I  itten  you  a  Idler 

bv  Norir,  yeoman  for  the  king's  mouth. 
Your 

JOHN  I>ocKiNG.:- 
Covcntjy,  Ttli  ol'  December,  1439. 
38  II.  M. 

Tlie  following  list  of  those  of  the  Duke  of 
York's  party  who  were  attainted  by  parliti- 
incnt  is  pinned  to  the  above  lettor  : — 

The  Due  of  York.  Therle  of  Warrwyk. 
Tlierle  of  Marche.  Therle  of  Salusbury. 
Tlierle  of  Rutland.  The  Lord  Powya. 


The  Lord  Clynton. 

iii'Sarr3 

Sr.  Tli,-i:n:i<  foryle. 
Sr.  John  Nevylr." 
S1.  Thorn's  nanrngtoo. 
Sr.  Thorn's  o  Parre. 
8''.  John  Coii 
Sr.  John  Wenlok. 
S1.  Willm  Oldhall. 


Edward  Bourghciertq. 

A  hroy' 

Thorn's  Yaugh'n. 

Thorn's  Colte. 

Thomas  Clay. 

John  Denham. 

Thomas 

John  Oter. 

It  if.  Fisher. 


Hastyngs  and  oy'  that  as  yet  we  can  not  know 

y'e  names,  &c. 

As  for  y'e  Lord  Powys  In1  come  inno  and 
hadde  g'ce  as  for  his  lyf,  bir 
ye  forfeture  passid. 


LETTER    CXXXIY.— (XLVI.  vol.  i.  p.  183.) 

John  Horrify,  Ksq.,  appears  to  have  been  the  son  of  John  Berney,  by  Isabel.  daughter  and  heir  of  8i 
Hcvcnintrham,  knight,  and  died  without  issue,  in  14fil.  He  had  served  under  Sir  John  Fast,<lf,  in  ; 
in  France,  as  appears  by  a  part  of  this  letter  where  W.  Won-  *  ..11  h.ul  \em-y  and  faythlull  lol'e  to 

my  maistr  yn  tl-.e  veers  and  da  yes  that  ye  <lyd  him  s'vicc  yu  tlie  werrs  and  suflrcnl  prysonment  "and  : 
sherp  flay  for  hys  sake  not  rewarded." 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir,  John  Berneye,  Esq.,  at  Cay/re  being. 

RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to       leave  her  and  her  country;  I  shall  nothing 
you.      (Here  foltoiv  complaint*  wjahixt  1'i't/i-r 
'ttrakley,   Sfc.,  cowntuiu   Sir  John    Fastolf's 
iiiteni.i-iil.  affairs,  8fC.,  fyc.) 

tidings  here,  I  send  some  ofT  hand, 
written  to  you  and  others,  how  the  Lord 
Rivers,4  Sir  Anthony4  his  son,  and  others, 
have  won  Calais.5  by  a  feeble  assault  made 
at  Sandwich  by  Denham,  Ksquire,6  with  the 
number  of  800  men,  on  Tuesday  between 
four  and  live  o'clock  in  tlie  mornin-r.  But 
my  Lady  Duchess7  is  still  again  received  in 
Kent.  The  Duke  of  York  is  at  Dublin, 
streiu'he'ird  with  his  Paris  and  1  managers  as 
yc  shall  see  by  a  bill.  God  send  tlie  king 
victory  of  his  enemies,  and  rest  and  }>eace 

anioiiL'-t  fiis  lords! 

I   am    ri.^hl    grc,:tly    lu-avied   f,.r   my   poor 
wife    fur    the   sorrow   she  taki-th;    a:n!    mu-t 


1    Kdmuiid  Lord  (irey,  afterwards  Karl  of  Kent. 
*  John  lU-kini,'  was  in  employment  under.' 
ton. 

\:i,v,  daughter  and  hoir  of   ' 

•  ury,  \\ife   ol    Richard    N.  \il  •,    in    her 
riiiht.  K.u-1  ofSaliibury. 

5  'I' 


take  from  her   more  than  a  little  spending- 
money  till  better  may  be.     And  the  M 
Trinity  keep  and  send  you  health.     Written 
'at  London  hastily  the  Monday  after  I    de- 
parted from  you.  1450-60. 

Your, 
W.  :  -STER. 


to  be  meant  as  a  sneer  upon 
commanded  the  -hips  -"iuir  t'>  the  Duke    : 

with  supplies  to  enable  him   t,»  diiv it! 

Warwick  from   '  mettkOD  of  it  as 

•r  under  the  k 

11  John   iMili  i  ,!m  Den- 

ham. 
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LETTER    CXXXV.—  (XLVII.  vol.  i.  p.  187.) 

This  bold  plan,  for  surprising  the  admiral  and  taking  his  fleet,  Avas  laid  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  &c.  at  (Calais, 
and  executed  with  success  by  Sir  John  Dcnham,  at  Sandwich,  in  January,  1459.  Lord  Rivers  ami  his  son,  when 
prisoners,  being  only  rated  by  the  Lords,  shows  in  them  great  moderation;  as  the  cruelties  usually  exercised 
on  prisoners  of  consequence  in  the  civil  Avars  of  those  ferocious  times  would  have  warranted  their  immediate 


xecution.     [We  need  not  repeat,  that,  without  at  all  apologising  for  the  cruelties  actually  committed,  we 

sed  c 
our  own  at  a  later  period.] 


.  ,         ,  , 

think  there  were  fewer  in  these  "  ferocious  times,"  than  in  any  civil  war  in  any  other  civilised  country,  except 


To  his  right  worshipful  brother,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


A  KTER  due  recommendation  had,  please  you 
to  weet  that  we  came  to  London  upon  the 
Tuesday  by  noon  next  after  our  departure 
from  Norwich,  and  sent  our  men  to  inquire 
after  my  Lord  Chancellor,1  and  Mr.  John 
Stokes,  and  Malmesbury.  And  as  for  my 
Lord  Chancellor,  he  was  departed  from  Lon- 
don, and  was  rode  to  the  king  two  days  ere 
we  were  come  to  London ;  arid  as  we  under- 
stand he  hasted  him  to  the  king,  because  of 
my  Lord  Rivers  being  taken  at  Sandwich,  &c. 

(Then  follows  a  long  account  of  private 
business,  which  is  here  omitted.} 

As  for  tidings,  my  Lord  Rivers2  was 
brought  to  Calais  and  before  the  lords  with 
eight  score  torches,  and  there  my  Lord  of 
Salisbury  rated  him,  calling  him,  "  Knave's 
son,3  that  he  should  be  so  rude  to  call  him 
and  these  other  lords  traitors  ;  for  they  should 
be  found  the  king's  true  liege  men  when  he 
should  be  found  a  traitor,  &c." 

And  my  Lord  of  Warwick  rated  him,  and 
said  "  that  his  father  was  but  a  squire,  and 
brought  up  with  King  Henry  V.,  and  since 


made  himself  by  marriage,  and  also  made  a, 
lord ;  and  that  it  was  riot  his  part  to  have 
such  language  of  lords  being  of  the  king's 
blood. 

And  my  Lord  of  March  rated  him  in  like- 
wise. 

And  Sir  Anthony4  was  rated  for  his  lan- 
guage of  all  the  three  lords  in  likewise. 

Item,  the  king  cometh  to  London  ward, 
and  as  it  is  said  rereth  (raisetlt)  the  people  as 
he  come ;  but  it  is  certain  there  be  commis- 
sions made  into  diverse  shires,  that  every  man 
be  ready,  in  his  best  array,  to  come  when  the 
king  send  for  him. 

Item,  my  Lord  Roos  is  come  from  Guisnes. 

No  more,  but  we  pray  to  Jesu  have  you  in 
his  most  merciful  keeping.  Amen. 

Written  at  London  the  Monday  next  after 
St.  Paul's  day. 

Your  brother, 

WILLIAM  PASTON. 

London, 

Monday,  29th  of  January, 
1459!    38H.VI. 


LETTER  CXXXVI.— (LXXXIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  361.) 

We  have  here  the  private  letter  of  a  great  nobleman,  Avherein  he  interests  himself  in  the  welfare  and  hapf 
of  his  domestics  in  a  manner  so  very  pleasing,  as  to  show  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  the  kind  atte 
Avhich  he  paid  to  those  connected  with  him.     [See  also  to  the  same  effect  Letter  xliv.  p.  53.] 
To  our  right  trusty  and  entirely  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esq 


RIGHT  trusty  and  right  entirely  well-beloved, 
we  greet  you  heartily  well ;  and  it  is  so  as  ye 
know  well  yourself,  we  have  and  long  time 
have  had  the  service  of  Thomas  Denyes,  by 
continuance  whereof  we  wend  (thought}  to 
have  had  his  attendance  at  our  lust(pleasure), 

1  Laurence  Booth,  Bishop  of  Durham. 

2  Richard  Widville,  Lord  Rivers,  married  Jaquetta, 
daughter  of  Peter  of  Luxemburg,  Earl  of  St.  Paul, 
and  widow  of  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  by  whom  he 
Avas  father  to  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Sir  John  Gray, 
and  afterAvards  queen  of  Edward  IV.  the  now  Earl  of 
March,  by  Avhom  he  was  created  Earl  Rivers,  &c.     He 
was  beheaded  in  July,  1469,    by  the  Lancastrian 
mutineers  in  Northamptonshire. 


and  nevertheless  we  have  so  straightly  ex- 
amined his  demeaning,  that  we  feel  and 
plainly  conceive  that,  the  love  and  affection 
which  he  hath  to  a  gentlewoman  not  far  from 
you,  arid  which  ye  be  privy  to,  as  we  sup- 
pose, causeth  him  alway  to  desire  towards 

3  The  word  knave  appears,  by  this  expression,  at 
this  time  to  have  been  used  in  a  bad  sense.  [To 
a  nobleman  certainly,  as  it  was  degradatory  of  his 
rank.  It  is  used  in  the  same  sense  as  "his  lather 
was  but  a  squire,"  by  Wanvick.] 

*  Sir  Anthony  Widville,  afterwards  Lord  Scales 
and  Earl  Rivers,  Avas  beheaded  by  the  tyrannic  order 
of  Richard  III.  at  Pontefract,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1483. 
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your  country  rather  than  towards  such  oc- 
cupation as  is  behoveful  to  us.  \\  e  write 
therefore  to  you,  praying  you  heartily  as  ye 
love  us,  that  it  like  you  to  do  that  labour  at 
our  instance,  by  such  mean  as  your  wisdom 
can  seem,  to  move  that  gentlewoman  in  our 
behalf  for  the  weal  of  this  matter,  undertaking 
for  us  that  we  will  show  our  bounty  to  them 
both,  if  it  please  her  that  this  matter  take 
effect,  so  that  by  reason  she  shall  have  cause 
fo  take  it  in  gree  (to  be  satisfied)  ;  and  if  the 


coming  thither  of  our  person  self  should  be 
t:»  t'n,- 1  pleasure  of  her,  we  will  not  leave  our 
labour  in  that  ;  wherefore  we  pray  you  thai 
ye  \v  ill  do  your  part  herein,  as  ye  will  we  do 
tor  you  in  time  coming,  and  that  ye  see  us  in 
haste.  The  Holy  Trinity  keep  you.  Written 
at  \Vivenhoe,  the  17th  day  of  May. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford. 

Ox  EN  FORD. 

Wlvenhoe,  in  Essex,  17th  of  M  •>, 
before  1460.    38  H.  VI. 


N  UMBER    CXXXVII.— (XC.  vol.  iii.  p.  363.) 

Tlu-  matters  here  commanded  by  the  kin<;  to  lx-  respited,  were  probably  some  disputes  relative  to  the  manor 
of  (iresham,  a  moiety  of  which  had  been  purchased  by  Sir  William  I'astou,  the  judge,  and  the  other  moiety 
had  belonged  to  Sit  William  Molyn>,the  present  Lord  Molyns's  wile's  ancestor.  As  far  as  concerned  hi< 
lordship,  perhaps  a  respite  durins;  his  alienee  on  the  kind's  a  Hairs  mii;ht  lx>  necessary,  lint  to  extend 
that  to  his  tenants  and  servants  seems  an  hardship  ni>on  the  person  who  was  plaintiff  and  thought  him- 
»ell'  a'_'irricved.  The  letter,  however,  is  couched  in  the  civile>t  lati'_Mi:i!_'e  possible,  and  sealed  with  the  kind's 
privy  seal  on  red  wax,  having  the  royal  arms  of  France  and  England  (jiiarterly ,  surmounted  by  a  royal  c 
and  encompassed  with  a  collar  of  SS.  [We  <;ive  it  Ix-low,  together  with  the  king's  autograph.  This  letter  ap- 
pears to  be  a  continuation  of  the  affair  noticed  in  Letters  cxii.  t'>  cxv.  J 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esq. 
BY  THE  KING. 

Tiu  STY  and  well  beloved,  forasmuch  as  our 

right  trusty  and  well-beloved  the  Lord  Mo- 


and  that  he  must  apply  him  to  i-xecute  our 
commandment,  ye  \\\\\  respite  as  for  anything 
attempting  against  him,   as  for  any   matters 
lyiis  is  by  our  special  desire  and  command-       that  ye  have  to  do  or  say  against  him,  or  any 


ment  waiting  upon  us,  and  now,  for  divers 
considerations  moving  us,  we  purpose  to  send 
him  into  certain  places  for  to  execute  our 
commandments,  for  the  which  he  ne  may 
(t/i'ii/  noty  be  attendant  to  be  in  our  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  at  the  time  of  our 
commissioners  sitting  upon  our  commission 
of  over  (ii/nl)  determiner  within  the  same 
our  counties.  We  therefore  desire  and  pray 
you,  that  considering  his  attendance  upon  us,  ; 


other  of  his  servants,  well-willers.  or  tenants', 
because  of  him,  unto  time  he  shall  mowe  be 
(In-  nli/t-  fo  6e)  present  to  answer  thereunto; 
wherein  ye  shall   minister   unto  us  <• 
pleasure,   and  over  that  devrve   of  us  right 
good  thanks.     Given  under  our  signet  at  our 
palace  of  Westminster,  the  18th  day 
temher. 

Wcs'.minster.  l^th  of  September, 
before  1160.     39  II.  VI. 
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LETTER  CXXXVIII.—  (XCI.  vol.  ill.  p.  365.)  ? 

Scales  was  of  the  party  opposed  to  .T.  Paston,  and  we  must  not  therefore  accept  this  accusation  against 
the  latter  as  complete  proof  of  his  injustice  ;  but  it  may  rather  lead  us  not  to  believe  in  the  charges  frequently 
made  against  other  persons  opposed  to  the  Paston  interests.] 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  John  Paston,  Esq. 

which  I  wote  {know}  well  ye  would  be  sorry 
to  do. 

Our   Lord   have  you  in   his  governance. 
Written  at  Middleton,  the  16th  day  of  Octo- 


RIGHT trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  greet 
you  heartily  well,  and  will  ye  weet  that 
Wotton  is  ever  crying  and  calling  upon  me 
to  write  unto  you  for  his  land  :  wherefore  at 
the  reverence  of  God  considering  the  simple- 
ness  of  them  all,  I  pray  you  that  ye  put,  them 
at  a  certain  (certainty},  and  let  them  all  that 
they  ought  to  have  of  right,  for  their  crying 
cause  men  to  think  ye  do  them  great  wrong, 


ber. 


Your  friend,  SCALES. 


Middleton, 
1 6th  of  October, 
before  1460.     39  H.  VI. 


LETTER  CXXXIX.— (XCII.  vol.  p.  iii.  367.) 

[This  letter  is  a  curious  instance  of  the  caution  (arising  from  insecurity,  at  a  period  when  all  news  was  only 
gossip,  through  the  want  of  a  press,)  with  which  information  was  received.  The  Duke  hesitates  to  believe 
the  letter  from  London  till  he  has  tested  its  truth  by  a  circumstance  within  his  reach.  The  request  that  the 
letter  be  burnt  is  also  singular.  The  official  or  semi-official  letters  appear  to  have  travelled  very  slowly.] 

To  my  master,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you,  and  please  it  you  to  weet  of  our  new 
tidings  here;'  as  this  day  came  writing  both 
to  my  lord '  and  to  my  lady  from  London, 
that  there  be  certain  letters  directed  to  my 
lord  from  my  lady  his  Mother,2  and  divers 
other  lords,  for  to  have  Daniel 3  in  his  favour 
again,  and  as  it  is  supposed  by  the  means  of 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  for  he  hath  been  right 
conversant  with  him  all  this  quarter  of  this 
year.  And  also  they  that  sent  this  writing 
say  plainly  that  the  Lord  Scales  is  good  lord 
to  him,  and  that  he  hath  promised  him 
to  make  Sir  Thomas  Tottenham,  Heydon, 
and  him  accorded,  arid  other  men  in  the  coun- 


1  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  married  Ellenor, 
daughter  of  William  Bourchier,  Earl  of  En,  in  Nor- 
mandy. 

2  Catharine,  daughter  of  Ralph,  Earl  of  Westmore- 
land, and  widow  of  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

3  Thomas  Daniel,  Esq.  was  constable  of  Rising- 
castle,  and  married  Margaret,  sister  of  John  Howard, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk.    He  is  said  to  have  been 
attainted  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV., 
but  afterwards  restored  and  taken  into  favour. 


try,  and  that  he  shall  be  suffered  to  enter  into 
Brayston,  and  keep  it,  to  the  entent  that  the 
country  shall  think,  and  my  Lord  also,4  that 
he  hath  great  favour  amongst  the  lords  of  the 
council,  and  cause  men  to  fear  him  the  more. 
Whether  it  be  thus  or  no  I  cannot  say,  never- 
theless me  thinketh  ye  shall  soon  know  if 
Mounford  will  agree  that  he  shall  enter  into 
Brayston,  and  if  that  be  true,  all  the  remanent 
shall  seem  the  more  likely. 

I  pray  you  brenne  (burn}  this  letter  when 
ye  have  read  it.  My  lord  and  my  lady  say 
ye  shall  be  right  welcome  and  (if)  ye  will  see 
them  this  Christmas;  I  report  me  to  your 
wisdom,  and  God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 
Written  at  Framlingham,  the  18th  day  of 
December.  RICHAKD  SOUTHWELL.* 

Framlingham,  18th  of  December, 
before  1460.    3'J  H.  VI. 


«  [t .  e.  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.] 

5  Richard  Southwell,  Esq.  married  Amy,  daughter 
and  co-heir  of  Sir  Edmund  Witchingham,  of  Wood- 
Rising,  Esq.,  and  so  became  possessor  of  that  estate. 
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LETTER  CXL.— (L.  vol.  i.  p.  195.) 

This  letter,  written  from  Framlingham  Castle  iu  Suffolk,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Mowbra\  - 

must  have  been  written  before  1460,  when  Viscount  Beaumont  wasslain.     It  is  all  of  the  same  hand 
and  that  most  probably  of  the  Duchess's  secretary-,  the  form  of  the  letters  not  Iwini:  like  those  of  a 
The  matter  recorded  shows  the  princely  establishment  of  the  households  of  tin-  nobility  in  that 
they  imitated  the  royal  appointments,  by  having  the  officers  on  their  own  establishments  under  the;. 


patent. 


To  my  right  worshipful  and  right  entirely  well-beloved  cousin,  the  I'lm-uuiit  Beaumont. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  right  entirely  well- 
belo\(.-il  cousin,  I  commend  me  to  you  with 
all  mv  In-art,  desiring  to  hear  and  verily  to 
know  of  your  worshipful  estate-,  profit,  health, 
and  good  prosperity;  the  which  I  beseech 
our  Lord  Jesu  ever  to  maintain  and  preserve 
in  all  worship,  to  his  pleasance  and  to  your 
heart's  ease. 

Please  it  you,  cousin,  to  weet,  that  your 
well-beloved  servant  Roger  Hunt,  and  a  servant 
of  my  most  dread  lord  my  husband,  one 
William,  yeoman  of  his  ewry,1  have  com- 
muned together,  and  been  fully  thorough  and 
agreed,  that  the  said  William  shall  have  his 
office,2  if  it  may  please  your  good  lordship. 

Wherefore,  cousin,  I  pray  you,  as  in y  special 
trust  is  in  you,  that  ye  will.  at.  the  instance  of 
my  prayer  and  writing,  grant  by  your  letters  ' 


patent  to  the  said  William  the  fore- 
with  such  wages  and  fees  as   : 
servant  hath  it  of  you :  trust  i 
sliall  find  the  said  William  a 
to  you,  arid  can  and  may  do 
service  iu  that  office. 

And,  cousin,  in  the  accomplish!  i 
desire   in  this  matter  ye  may  do  me  a 
good  pleasure,  as  God  knoweth,  whom  I  be- 
seech for  his  mercy  to   ha.  ::i  his 
blessed  governance,,  and  send  yoi 
and  long,  with  much  good  w<>: 

Written  at  Framliugham,  t! 
March. 

ELIANOR,  the  Dir 

Framlinffhara, 

.before  1460. 
39  II.  VI. 


LETTER  CXLI.— (XCIIf.  vol.  iii.  p.  371.) 

The  date  of  this  letter  cannot  IK-  exactly  fixed,  though  I  l>elicve  it  was  written  in  14fiO.  or,  if  mt 
have  been  written  early  in  the  rei^n  of  FdwardlV.,  as  I  find  there  was  a  pn^-ntation  to  , 
lx)th  in  1400.  and  Mi',1,  but  Sir  Thomas  Hakon  was  not  the  person  presented  on  ej; 

.am,  a  market  town,  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  county  of  N 

century  a  pine.-  <,t'-ntlicient  consequence  to  have  an  adjournment  of  the  "."'iieral  quarter  s«  ssio: 
from  Norwich  held  in  it.     It  has  been  since  that  period  twice  destroyed  by  tire:  oiiceoi. 
and  au'ainon  the  :Mof  the  same  montli,  iu  Ki79.     It  is  now  a  pleasant,  handsome,  and  \\ell 
habited  by  several  respectable  families,  and  famished  with  many  ao 

ham  has  maintained  its  rank  from  Fenn's  time,  and  is  a  clean",  \\ell-built,  and  thriving  town. 
has  Ix-en  already  noticed.] 

To  mij  right  iwrshipftil  twister,  John  I'aston.  If  thi*  letter  th-lircred  in  /. 


RUJIIT  worshipful  husband,  I  recoiuuic! 
lo   you.  ph-asi-  it    you   to   weet  that  tlie  cause 
that    I    wrote  to  you  none  ere  [earlier]  than  I 
did  after  tin-  s<  ssicns,   was  because  that  Yrl- 
veiton   held    the  .'    Dt-reham     and 

1  An  officer  who  had  the  charge  of  the  table  linen, 
&c. 

;is  by  this  representation  ofthe  r 
r  Hunt,  the  officer  o1'  the  Viscount  Beaumont, 
ild  his  office  under  his  kordship  to  \\  illiai- 
te  I  Mike.  it',  through  the  l>ii. 
mendation,  Lord  MC.IUHI  jut  should  think  proper 


\VaUinirh.ini   «h«-  next  week  after  t!..-  a-- 
and  to  have  knowledge  what  labour  th.r 
made-    tin-re,    and    to    have   sent 
thereof:  there  wa»  great  labour  m 

bail  i  IV  of  Cossr\  . 

dieted   your   nun    botl  'I    at 

3  Elleuor,  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  wife  of  Join, 

.iiL'hier  of  \Villiam 
irl  of  Ku,  in   Normandy. 

:i.-d  in 

:  :,..-tfonl,  whei 
was  likewise  buried. 
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Walsingham,  but  I  purred1  a  mean  that  their 
purpose  was  letted  at  those  two  times. 

Hugh  a  Feun  is  in  Flegg ;  Richard  Calle 
spake  with  him  this  week,  and  he  said  to 
Richard  that  he  and  his  wife  would  be  with 
me  here  this  week,  towards  a  place  of  his  that 
he  hath  purchased  of  Godered ;  if  he  come  I 
shall  make  him  good  cheer,  for  it.  is  told  me 
of  divers  folks  that  have  spoken  with  him, 
siKien  (since)  he  came  into  Norfolk,  as  they 
feel  by  his  saying  that  he  oweth  you  right 
good  will. 

Item,  as  for  my  coming  to  you,  if  it  please 
you  that  I  come,  I  hope  I  shall  purvey  so  for 
all  things  ere  I  come,  that  it  shall  be  safe 
enough  by  the  grace  of  God  till  I  come  again ; 
but  at  the  reverence  of  God,  if  ye  may,2 
purvey  a  mean  that  ye  may  come  home 
yourself,  for  that  shall  be  most  profitable  to 
you,  for  "  men  cut  large  thongs  here  off  other 
men's  leather."  I  shall  write  to  you  again 
as  hastily  as  I  may.  God  have  you  in  his 
keeping.  Written  in  haste  at  Heylesdon,  the 
Sunday  next  after  the  Assumption  of  our 
Lady. 

Item,  my  cousin,  Elizabeth  Clere  is  at 
Ormsby,  and  your  mother  purposeth  to  be  at 
her  place  at  Caister  this  week,  for  the  pesti- 
lence3 is  so  fervent  in  Norwich  that  they  there 
no  longer  abide  there,  so  God  help;  me 
thinketh  by  my  mother,  that  she  would  right 
fain  that  ye  did  well,  and  that  ye  might  speed 
right  well  in  your  matters ;  and  me  thinketh 
by  my  cousin  Clere  that  she  would  fain  have 
your  good  will,  and  that  she  hath  sworn  right 
faithfully  to  me  that  there  shall  no  default  be 
found  in  her,  nor  nought  hath  been,  if  the 
truth  might  be  understood,  as  she  hopeth  it 
shall  be  hereafter  ;  she  saith  there  is  no  man 
alive  that  she  hath  put  her  trust  in  so  much 


1  [In  original  p'myd,  purveyed  or  provided.    Fenn 

translates    /rtred.] 


2  [Fenn  omits  may.'] 

3  I 


do  not  find  any  notice  in  history  that  any  re- 
markable sickness  raged  at  this  time,  either  in 
Norwich  or  in  the  kingdom  at  large. 


as  she  hath  done  in  you :  she  saith  she  wot 
well  such  language  as  hath  been  reported  to 
you  of  her,  otherwise  than  she  hath  deserved, 
causeth  you  to  be  otherwise  to  her  than  ye 
should  be  :  she  had  to  me  this  language  weep- 
ing, and  told  me  of  divers  other  things,  the 
which  ye  shall  have  knowlege  of  hereafter. 

As  for  the  high  sheriff  he  demeaned  him 
right  well  here  to  me,  and  he  said  to  me,  as 
for  the  replevins  he  would  ask  counsel  of 
learned  men  what  he  might  do  therein,  and  as 
largely  as  he  might  do  therein,  or  in  any  other 
matter  touching  you,  saving  himself  harmless, 
he  would  do  for  you  and  for  yours  that  he 
might  do. 

Item,  I  have  do  layd  in  (caused  to  be  laid 
in)  the  presentation  of  Drayton,  and  have  pre- 
sented Sir  Thomas  Hakon,  parson  of  Felthorp, 
the  which  is  held  right  a  good  man  and  well 
disposed ;  and  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  hath  laid 
in  another,  and  there  shall  be  taken  an  inqui- 
sition thereupon,  and  Master  Stephen  is  your 
advocate  therein. 

Master  John  Estgate  is  passed  to  God  ou 
Thursday  last  past,  whose  soul  God  assoil! 
whereof  in  good  faith  I  am  right  sorry,  for  I 
find  him  right  faithful  to  you ;  they  die  right 
sore  in  Norwich. 

John  Russ  saith  the  profits  that  hath  been 
taken  of  the  manor  of  Caister  since  Sir  J. 
Fastolf  died  hath  been  taken  by  Sir  Thomas 
Howes  and  Jenney. 

By  yours,  MARGARET  PASTON. 
Heylesdon, 

Sunday  after  the 
Assumption  of  our  Ladv, 
17th  of  August,  1460.     38  II.  VI. 

I  marvel  that  ye  had  no  tidings  from  me  at 
that  time  that  your  letter  was  written,  for  I 
sent  you  a  letter  by  Chittock's  son,  that  is 
prentice  in  London,  and  the  said  letter  was  of 
the  demeaning  at  the  assizes  at  Norwich,  and 
of  divers  other  matters.  I  pray  you  send  me 
word  if  ye  have  it :  as  for  the  replevins,  Rich- 
ard Calle  saith  he  hath  sent  you  an  answer  of 
them,  and  also  the  copies  of  them. 
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This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  and  refers  to  some 
former  transactions  when  Southwell  appears  to  have  been  a  retainer  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The  exact  date 
cannot  be  ascertained. 

To  the  right  reverend  and  worshipful  John  Paston,  in  haste. 

and  advice  therein  to  my  lady  and  all  us 
that  were  appealed  for  that  cause;  notwith- 
standing the  king  wrote  to  my  lord,  by  the 
means  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  that  we 
should  be  avoided  from  him,  &c.  And 
within  this  two  years  we  were  in  like  wise 
laboured  against  to  the  queen,  so  that  she 
wrote  to  my  lord3  to  avoid  us,  saying  that 
the  king  and  she  could  nor  might  in  no  wise 
be  assured  of  him  and  my  lady  as  long  as  we 
were  about  him,  with  much  other  thing,  as  may 
be  sufficiently  proved  by  the  queen's  writing, 
under  her  own  signet  and  sign-manual,  thr 
which  I  showed  to  my  Lord  of  Canterbury 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  Sir,  and  my 
right  trusty  and  well-beloved  cousin,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  you,  praying  you  heartily 
to  remember  me  unto  my  master  Radclift", 
so  that  by  your  good  means  I  shall  and  may 
have  his  good  mastership,  the  which  I  have 
effectually  to  my  power  sued  for  this  three 
years,  and  never  deserved  the  contrary  to  my 
knowledge,  by  my  truth ;  and  if  it  can  or 
may  be  found  that  I  have,  I  will  obey  (sub- 
mit) me.  and  offer  me  to  abide  the  rule  [de- 
cision] of  you  and  my  cousin  your  brother,  &c. 
Also  my  Lord  of  Canterbury,1  (and)  Mas- 
ter Walter  Blacket*  will  help  forth,  if  need 

be ;  and  as  to  the  remanent  of  the  lords,  if  j  and  other  lords,  &c. 
the  case  require  that  ye  may  understand  by  '  I  pray  you  have  me  excused  that 
your  wisdom  they  be  displeased  with  me,  as 
1  trust  to  God  they  be  not,  I  beseech  you  to 
remember  that  I  have  aforetime  been  accused 
unto  the  king's  highness  and  the  queen's  for 
owning  my  poor  good  will  and  service  unto 
my  Lord  of  York  and  others,  &c.,  whereof  I 
suppose  that  Thomas  Bagham  is  remembered 
that  I  brought  him  once  from  my  lady  a 
purse  and  five  marks  (3/.  6*.  Sd.)  therein, 
and  to  Sir  Philip  Wentworth  another  and  an 
hundred  shillings  therein,  for  Iheir  good  will 


i     v  *   en~ 

cumber  you  with  these  matters  at  this  time, 
for  me  thinketh  ye  should  will  and  desi;. 
to  do  anything  to  your  honour  and  pleasure 
at  any  time,  whereto  I  shall  be  ready  and 
well-willed  ever  to  my  power,  by  the  gra 
Cod,  who  have  you  ever  in  his  keeping,  and 
all  yours. 

Written  at  Norwich,  on  Saint  Faith's  da 
haste.  Yours,  RICHARD  SOL  TIT 

Norwich,  6th  of  October, 
about  1400.     39  II.  VI. 


LETTER   CXLIII.— (XCV.  vol.  iii.  p.  381.) 

Thounh  this  letter  shows  us  the  influence  of  the  great  men  in  the  election  of  the 

,    ..  f> :.    .1      .    •.  ii  .:„    „, *.!..,  ¥-v__t__   _*•    1^ r.ii.'  .    .. 


>lx>rs  of  ti 


Commons,  yet  it  appears  from  it  that  in  this  case  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  power  was  limited,  as  he  could  not 
brin:r  in  his  friend  and  relation  Sir  John  Howard,  for  I  conclude  he  was  the  person  mentioned  in  the  letter, 


and  his  be  in  a  called  a  "  straungc  man"  most  probably  arose  from  his  not  having  been  resident  in  the  counts . 


Mowbra>  - 

was  called  in  October,  1460.     If  this  letter  was  written  before  1460,  as  Fenn  says,  it  must  refer  to  the  «•; 

of  1455,  referred  to  in  Letters  Ixxix.,  Ixxx.,  and  Ixxxiii.,  and  confirms  what  we  there  stated  a>  to  the  pi.wvr 

of  noblemen  in  elections.     It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  letter  refers  only  to  a  vacancy  in  the  repi- 

tion,  and  not  to  a  general  election,  as  the  letter  only  mentions  one  memlxT.] 

To  my  trorshipful  master,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


MY  worshipful  master,  I  recommend  me  to 
ynii,  and  I  thank   you  that  it  pleaseth  you  to 

. _.          j 

1  Thomas  Hourchicr. 

.is  family  came  originally  from  the  bishopric 
of  Durham,  and  a  descendant  of  it  was  created  a  ba- 
ronet in  1673. 


take  such  labour  for  me  as  ye  do  :  : 

told  me  ye  desired  to  know  what  my  Lord  of 

Norfolk  said  to  me  w:.  :  you.  and 

3  John    Mowbray,    Duke    of    Norfolk,    in 
household  H.  Southwell  had  an  appointment. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


Ill 


he  said  inasmuch  as  Howard  might  not  be, 
he  would  write  a  letter  to  the  under-sheriff 
that  the  shire  should  have  free  election,  so 
that  Sir  Thomas  Todenkam  were  not,  nor 
none  that  was  toward  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  : 
he  said  he  knew  ye  were  never  to  him  ward ; 
ve  may  send  to  the  under-sheriff,  and  see  my 
lord's  letter  ;l  Howard  was  as  wode  (mad)  as 
a  wild  hullock;  God  send  him  such  worship 
as  he  deserveth;  it  is  an  evil  precedent  for 
the  shire  that  a  strange  man  should  be  chosen, 


and  no  worship  to  my  Lord  of  York,  nor  to 
my  Lord  of  Norfolk,  to  write  for  him;  for  if 
the  gentlemen  of  the  shire  will  suffer  such 
inconvenience,  in  good  faith  the  shire  shall 
not  be  called  of  such  worship  as  it  hath  been. 
Written  at  Intwood,  the  Wednesday  next 
after  Saint  John,  in  haste. 

Your  servant, 

JOHN  JENNEV. 
Intwood,  Wednesday, 
before  1460.     38  H.  VI. 


LETTER    CXLIV.— (LI.  vol.  i.  p.  199.) 

[Tms  letter  is  from  Christ.  Hausson,  in  Lon-  ,  the  battle  of  Northampton  in  July  of  that 
don,  dated  October  12th,  1460,  to  J.  Paston,  ;  year.  It  is  entirely  political,  and  contains 
detailing  minor  events  which  took  place  after  !  nothing  of  novelty.] 


LETTER    CXLV.— (XCVI.  vol.  iii.  p.  383.) 

[We  give  this  letter  as  a  curious  specimen  of  the  style  and  language  of  a  learned  man,  and  an  eloquent  and 
popular  preacher.    See  notice  of  Brackley  iu  Letter  cxxx.  p.  99.] 


To 


iy  master,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  presented. 


Jesu,  Maria,  &c. 

RIGHT  reverend  Sir,  after  due  recommenda- 
tion ;  we  say  in  this  country  that  Heydori  is 
for  Berkshire  in  the  Commons'  House,  and 
the  Ladv  of  Suffolk2  hath  sent  up  her  son 
and  his  wife3  to  my  Lord  of  York,  to  ask 
grace  for  a  sheriff  the  next  year,  Stapilton, 
Boleyn,  or  Tyrel,  qui  absit.  God  send  you 
Poynings!  W.  Paston,  W.  Rokewood,  or 
Arblaster,  ye  have  much  to  do ;  Jesu  speed 
you;  ye  have  many  good  prayers,  what  of 
the  convent,  city  and  country.  God  save 
our  good  Lord  Warwick,  all  his  brethren, 
Salisbury,  &c.,  from  all  false  covetise  (cove- 
tousness)  and  favour  of  extortion,  as  they  will 
flee  utter  shame  and  confusion.  God  save 
them  and  preserve  (them}  from  treason  and 
poison ;  let  them  beware  thereof,  for  the  pity 
of  God ;  for  if  aught  come  to  my  Lord 
Warwick  but  good,  farewell  ye,  farewell  I, 
and  all  our  friends ;  for  by  the  way  of  my 
soul  this  land  were  utterly  undone,  as  God 

1  [In  thcorig. — "  ye  may  sende  to  the  under-shreve 
and  see  my  lord  Ire."  Fenn  translates — "  the  mayor 
Kent  to  the  under-sheriff  and  saw  my  lord's  letter."] 

'•*  Alice  Duchess  of  Suffolk,  widow  of  William 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  beheaded  at  sea  in  1450. 


forbid ;  their  enemies  boasting  with  good  to 
come  to  their  favour ;  but  God  defend  them, 
and  give  them  grace  to  know  their  friends 
from  their  enemies,  and  to  cherish  and  prefer 
their  friends,  and  lesse  (lessen}  the  might  of 
all  their  enemies  throughout  the  shires  of  the 
land;  and  [of  those  who~]  my  good  Lord 
Warwick  with  my  lord  his  brother  (the} 
Chancellor,  and  my  lord  their  father  would 
oppose,  as  did  Daniel,  Fortescu,  Alexander, 
Hody,  Dr.  Aleyn,  Heydon,  and  Thorpe;  of 
the  writing  made  by  them  at  Coventry  par- 
liament,4 they  should  answer  worse  than  sub 
cino  or  sub  privo5  (or  pritio),  and  this  ge- 
nerally would  I  say  at  Paul's  Cross,  &c.,  and 
(j/*)  1  should  come  there,  &c. 

It  is  verified  of  them  (Jeremiah,  viii.  8), 
"  vere  mendacium  operatus  est  stilus  mend  ax 
scribarum,  &c."  And  think  of  two  verses  of 
vour  Psalter,  "  Scribantur  luec  in  gerieratione 
altera  (huj us,  scilicet,  parliament!)  et  populus 
qui  creabitur  laudabit  Deum.''  (Psalm, 

3  Johnde  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of 
York. 

*  This  relates  to  the  Bill  of  Attainder. 

5  Query  ?    The  meaning  of  this  expression. 
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cii.  18.)  "Deleantur  etiam  tales  perversi 
scriptures  cle  libro  viveutium  et  cum  just  is 
nun  scribantur."  (Psalm  Ixix.  28.)  Et  non 
plura,  sed  vos,  vestros  et  vestra  conservet 
-  .rnicioseinprospemetgraciosius  dirigat 
in  agendis.  Ex  Norwico  feria  ltil,  nuntio 
festinante. 

And  I  pray  you  for  God's  sake  to  be  good 
master  to  John  Lyster,  &c.     And  I  pray  you 


think  in  this  parliament  of  the  text  of  Holy 
Scripture,  "quicunque  fecerit  contra  ! 
Dei,  et  contra   legem    Re-is,  judicial 
de   eo,  vel   in   condenmati.  mtiaj 

ejus,  vel  in  carcerem,  vel   in   exilium,  vel  in 
mortem,'1  lin°  Esdrae  vii.  v.  2U,  et  p. '  :> 
drae,  8°. l  JOHN  IJHACKLEV. 

Norwich,  Thursday, 
1460.     S9H.VI." 


LETTER   CXLVI.— (XCVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  387.) 

[Is  another  letter  of  Brackley's.     It  contains   |   obscure  style,  and  with  more  Latin,  than  the 
nothing  of  interest,  and  is  written  in  a  more   j  preceding.] 


NUMBER   CXLVII.— (XCVIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  393.) 

\\c  have  in  this  sermon  of  Dr.  Bracklcy  a  curious  specimen  of  pulpit  eloquence  and  divinity  in  the  ; 
Henry  VI.,  commemorating  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles,  &c.,  under  th«-  visilil. 
auee  of  fiery  tongues.     We  are  next  informed  of  the  three  requisites  for  a  preacher  of  tin-  <iosj>el,  an 
divine  assistance  which  the  Apostles  received  to  enable  them  to  preach  with  efTect.      He  then 
audience  the  vanity  of  earthly  joys,  and  the  immensity  of  heavenly  ones,  Ixnh  by  precept  and  example.    His 
texts  are  chosen  with  propriety,  and  his  examples,  as' adduced,  have  their  effect.     There  are  in  two  or  three 
places  a  lew  quotations  which,  from  the  smallness  of  the  hand,  and  the  badness  of  the  writin. 
obliged  to  give  up  as  illegible.     As  the  exact  year  in  which  this  sermon  was  preached  cannot  b. 
ha\e  place/ 1  it  to  follow  the  last  letter,  written  by  the  author  of  it. 

An  ancient  Whitsunday  Sermon,  preached  by  Friar  Brackley  (ii'hose  hand  it  is)  at  the  /•' 

Mi/iors  (."liurch  in 


>*.  this  holy  time,  as  our  mother  holy 
church  maketh  mention,  the  Holy  Ghost  came 
from  Heaven,  and  lighted  on  the  disciples  of 
Christ,  inflaming  them  with  cunning-,  and 
:hfiiing  them  with  grace.  And  because 
the  doctrine  ami  preaching  of  them  should  go 
throughout  all  the  werd  (world);  first,  they 
were  to  be  i 1 1 formed  and  taught  cunning  (skill 
or  knowledge),  and  to  be  strengthened  with 
andacily  (confidence)  and  grace,  and  then  to 
he  endued-  (with)  and  given  all  manner  of 
languages,  that  they  might  preach  to  all 
manner  of  nations,  so  that  those  nations  that 

they  preached  to  might  andecrtaad  them, and 

Million   his  own  tongue.     Ami  to  th''-«- 
Apov'  i'''  inspired  with 

the  Holy  Ghost,  wheresoever  they  preached, 
vere    tliere  never  so  many  nations   jn 
rucli   nation   thought  that  they  spoke  in  their 
own  language,  eteniin  illud  loipiebantiir  \  anis 
>toli. 
:  nree  things  be  necessary  in  pn 

1   [1  >  >'*  are  Brackley's  own,  but  the 

pnswaj-c  is  in  Iv/ra  M 

in  L-ives  endowed,] 


ing   to  him  that   shall  preach    througi 
world  as  the   Apostles   did,   that   is  t< 
cunning,  boldness,  and  language- 
had  had  cunning  and  none   audacity 
have  feared  to  have  pr<  mild'  little. 

a  (lutre)  profited,  as  we  have  examples  daily 
at  Cambridge,  exempli  grati  ,  <niis 

studuit  sermoneni,   Kc.      And  if  they 
both   cunning  ami  audacity,  and 
eloquency   nor   copiousness   of    la 
that   he   preach   that  (it'lncli 
most  exercised  in,  that  they  understand  him, 
.  oliteth  not. 

Therefore  t: 

should  preach,  lir.>t  they  were  to  be 
and    strengthened.      Our    I. 
them     by    iinder-nemyng,3   infor: 
helping,  (culpando,  y  ?)  ut  in  e\ -anijeliir 
cuml.-entibus,  &c. 

He  slre-igtliriied   tin-in  with   his  help   and 

;i  the  l.a.-k  of  tin-  raper  c>> 
;.e ,  appointing.] 
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miseritis  peccata,  remittuntur  eis,  et  quorum 
retinueritis  retenta  sunt,  &c."  (John,  xx. 
22,  23);  he  strengthened  them  also  by  his 
doctrine,  when  he  said,  "  Petite  et  accipietis; 
si  quid  petieritis  patrem  in  nomine  meo,  dabit 
vobis."  (John,  xvi.  23,  24.)  How  that  ye 
should  pray  to  God  and  ask,  I  taught  you  on 
Easter  day ;  therefore  ye  shall  pray  God  by 
good  working,  right  full  labouring,  and  in 
good  deeds  persevering. 

Friends,  ye  ought  for  to  ask  of  God  that 
your  joy  may  be  a  full  joy  and  perfect ;  we 
may  ne^er  have  a  full  joy  in  this  world, 
whereas  ever  among  followeth  heaviness.  A 
man  joyeth  sometimes  in  gold  and  silver,  and 
in  great  substance  of  earthly  goods,  in  beauty 
of  women;  but  this  joy  is  not  perfect,  but 
this  joy  is  not  stable,  but  it  is  mutable  as  a 
shadow ;  for  he  that  thus  joyeth  in  the  beauty 
of  his  wife,  it  may  fortune  to-morrow  he  shall 
follow  her  to  church  upon  a  bier ;  but.  if  ye 
will  know  what  is  a  full  and  a  very  joy, 
truly  forgiveness  of  sin,  and  everlasting  bliss, 
whereas  is  never  sickness,  hanger,  rxor  thirst, 
nor  no  manner  of  disease,  but  all  wealth,  joy, 
and  prosperity,  &c.  There  be  three  manner 
of  joys,  the  one  void,  another  half  full,  the 
third  is  a  full  joy;  the  iirst  is  plenty  of  worldly 
goods ;  the  second  is  ghostly  grace ;  the  third 
is  everlasting  bliss.  The  first  joy,  that  is, 
affluence  of  temporal  goods,  is  called  a  vain 
joy,  for  if  a  man  were  set  at  a  board  with 
delicate  meats  and  drinks,  and  he  saw  a 
cauldron  boiling  afore  him  with  pykke  (pitcfi) 
and  brimstone,  in  the  which  he  should  be 


thrown  naked  as  soon  as  he  had  dined,  for 
[though]  he  should  joy  much  in  his  deliciose 
(delicious)  meats,  it  should  be  but  a  vain  joy. 
Right  so  doth  the  joy  of  a  covetous  man,  if 
he  see  what  pain  his  soul  shall  suft'er  in  hell, 
for  the  miskeeping  and  getting  of  his  goods, 
he  should  not  joy  in  <his  treasure,  ut  in  libro 
Decalogorum,  ki  Quidam  homo  dives,  &c.M 

Semiplenum  gaudium  est  quando  quis  in 
presenti  gaudet  et  tune  cogitans  de  futuris 
dolet;  ut  in  quodam  libro  Graeco,  &c., 
"  Quidam  Rex  Graeciae,  &c.,"  here  ye  may 
see  but  half  a  joy ;  who  should  joy  in  this 
world  if  he  remembered  him  of  the  pains  of 
the  other  world?  "Non  glorietur  fortis  in 
fortitudine  sua,  riec  sapiens  in  sapientia  sua, 
iiec  dives  in  divitiis  suis, '  (Jer.  ix.  23)  ;  de 
quibus  dicitur,  qui  confidant  in  multitudirie 
divitiarum  suarum,  quasi  oves  in  inferno 
positi  sunt  (Psalm  xlix.  6,  14),  "Qui  glori- 
antur,  in  Domino  glorientur"  (Jer.  ix.  24)  ; 
therefore  let  us  joy  in  hope  of  everlasting 
joy  and  bliss. 

Gaudete  quia  nomina  vestra  scripta  sunt 
in  caelo,  ut  gaxidium  vestrum  sit  plenum. 
(Luc.  x.  20.) 

A  full  joy  is  in  heaven. 

Et  in  hoc  apparet,  quod  magnum  gaudium 
est  iu  caelo,  quoniam  ibi  est  gaudium  quod, 
"  oculos  non  vidit,  nee  auris  audivit,  et  in 
cor  homhris  non  ascendit,  quae  Deus  pre- 
paravit  diligentibus,"  (1  Cor.  ii.  9)  ;  et  ideo 
Fratres,  variis  linguis  loquens  (precog),  ut 
gaudium  vestrum  sit  plenum,  vel,  habeatis 
gaudium  sempiternum. 
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LETTER    CXLVIII.— (XCIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  399.) 

We  see  here  that  the  Abbot  of  Lanpley  desires  to  be  excused  attending  in 
London  as  one  of  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Fastolf;  we  learn,  moreover, 
that  Sir  John  himself  desired  particularly  that  the  whole  execution  of 
his  will  should  rest  with  J.  Paston  and  Thomas  Howes.  Master  John 
Stokes  was  a  doctor  of  laws,  a  civilian,  and  an  officer  of  the  Uishop's 
Court.  N  icholas  occurs  Abbot  of  Lanch'y  in  1428  and  in  1463;  he  must 
therefore  have  been  at  this  time  an  old  man.  This  abbey  was  founded 
by  Sir  Robert  Fitz  Roger,  Helke,  or  de  Clavering.in  1198,  10  R.I.  It 
was  an  abbey  of  considerable  possessions,  and  became  the  burial-place 
of  a  great  number  of  persons  of  rank  and  fortune.  The  seal  of  the 
abl)cy  fastens  the  letter :  it  is  an  oval  one  on  red  wax,  but  though 
imperfect,  I  have  delineated  it. 


[The  Virgin  sitting  in  a  tabernacle.] 


To  the  right  worshipful  Sir,  Master  John  Stokes. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
vou,  and  forasmuch  as  it  is  informed  me 
that  it  was  appointed  that  all  the  executors 
of  the  worshipful  knight  Sir  John  Fastolf, 
whose  soul  God  assoil !  should  be  at  London 
as  on  Monday  next  coming,  of  which  execu- 
tors I  am  named  for  one,  as  I  understand  ; 
wherefore  inasmuch  as  ye  be  ordinary  and 
cue  of  the  same  executors,  I  pray  you  tender 
my  labour  without  my  coming,  by  your  dis- 
cretion, might  be  more  profit  to  the  dead,1 
for  I  conceive  it  should  be  but  charge  to  the 
dead  and  little  available,  considering  that 
John  1'aMon,  K-«I.,  and  Thomas  Howes,  parson 
of  Hlofield,  shall  come  up  at  this  time,  which 
were  the  persons  above  all  others  that  the  said 
Sir  John  Fastolf  put  in  his  most  singular  love 
and  trust,  and  would  they  should  have  the 
keeping  and  disposition  of  his  goods,  as  well 
in  his  life  as  after  his  decease,  to  dispose  for 
the  weal  of  his  soul ;  and  that  none  other 


named  his   executors,  but  only  they  twain, 
should  have  any  keeping  or  disposing  of  any 
part  of  his  goods  during  their  lives  :  and  that 
all    other    named   executors  should   sup]>ort 
them,  and  give  them  to  the  said  John  1' 
and  Thomas  Howes  their  good  advin-  i; 
forming  of  his  desire  in  that   behalf;  v. 
fore  that  it  liketh  you  in  anything  \<-  il.--.ire 
me  to  do  in  this  cause  or  matter,  to  give  your 
faith  and  credence  to  the  said  John  1' 
and  Thomas  Howes,  and  so  desired  me  th  • 
said  knight  faithfully  to   do.   that  knoweth 
God,  whom  I  beseech  preserve  you   from  all 
"adversity.    Written  in  the  abbey  of  Lai 
the  8th  day  of  the  month  of  May,  the  y 
our  Lord  14GO. 

Your  priest, 

THE  ABBOT  01   ! 

Abbey  of  Ijin^ley, 
Thnraday,  stli  of  May, 
38  II.  VI." 


LETTER    CXLIX.— (C.  vol.  iii.  p.  iol.) 

We  have  here  an  application  from  the  Prior  of  Hromholrn  to  the  queen  for  a  gilt  of  some  timl>or  from  off  the 
belonging  to  tin-  1  Michy  <>f  I  .•mra-ier.  of  which  there  are  many  in  the  county  of  Norfolk .    i 
I  miMle,t  iii  his  n-i)iicst,  asking  only  fur  ciuht  beams,  each  to  be  thirt\ -three  feet  imi,-,  from  \. 
•ance  the  size  of  the  dormitory  can  be  nearly  a.seertaincd.     John  Tltteahale  was  prior  of  Hromholin 
from  14(iO  for  about  twenty   years.     This   letter  niust  him-  Ix-en   written  therefore  either  011   the 
OH   the  same  Hay  in  !  ».;:>,  as  Kd\\ard  IV.  married  in  that  year,  and  J.  I'a-'.i'ii  <l  eil 
If  it  \\as  written  in  the  former  \c.ir,  the  request  must  have  Ix-en  to  gin-  i 
t  >  Kli/.alvth,  the  queen  of  Kdward  IV. 

To  my  riijht  ii-i.rshififiil  master,  John  I'atton.  I 


.  worshipful   master,   I    recommend  me 
unto   you.  dealing  to  1  now  of  your  welfare 

'      1  ,  -  obscure,  hut  we  think  it  m. 

that  hi  •-'•   ("tender   my   la1. 

)l    hu 


and  prosperity,  which  Jrsn    maintain  and  i: 
crease  to  his  pleasure  after  your  heart's  desin 


assistance  to  the  discretion  of  the  other 
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thanking  you  ever  of  your  good  mastership  to 
me  showed  at  all  times  without  desert  on  my 
behalf,  praying  you  and  heartily  beseeching 
of  your  good  continuance.  Please  it  your 
mastership  forasmuch  as  it  (is)  moved  unto 
the  my  good  masters  the  counsel  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  that  they  be  well  willing  to 
make  labour  unto  my  sovereign  lady  the 
queen  of  your  good  instance  for  certain  tim- 
ber toward  my  dortour  (dormitory}  at  Brom- 
holm,  in  which  mine  especial  desire  is  to 
have  eight  principal  beams,  every  one  in 
length  eleven  yards.  I  am  not  expert  in 
making  of  any  supplication,  beseeching  your 


mastership  to  take  it  upon  you  to  do  it  make 
after  your  advice,  alleged  all  poverty  as  your 
worshipful  discretion  can  much  better  than  I 
can  inform,  aud  I  remit  all  to  your  wisdom, 
ever  beseeching  you  to  call  this  matter  to  your 
remembrance.  No  more  at  this  time,  but  the 
Holy  Trinity  mote  (please)1  have  you  in  his 
governance,  and  send  you  long  life  to  endure 
to  his  pleasure.  Written  the  14th  day  of 
October. 

Your  priest  and  chaplain, 

JOHN,  Prior  of  Bromlulm. 
14th  of  October,  1460,  39  H.  VI 
or  MG5,  5  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CL.— (LII.  vol.  i.  p.  203.) 

Clement  Paston  appears  to  have  written  this  letter  to  his  brother,  to  induce  him  to  show  himself  zealous 
for  the  York  party,  who  had  now  possession  of  London  and  the  king;  and  to  induce  him  to  do  it  with 
the  greater  readiness,  informs  him  that  the  Lancastrian  army,  led  on  by  the  queen,  had  leave  to  pillag<; 
the  south,  and  take  away  any  man's  property:  this  is  a  true,  though  terrible,  picture  of  a  kingdom 
harassed  by  civil  commotions  ! 

To  his  right  icorsh ipful  brother,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  reverend2  and  worshipful  brother,  I 
recommend  '(me}  to  you,  certifying  you  your 
letter  was  delivered  me  the  23d  day  of  January 
about  the  noon  season,  and  Richard  Calle 
rode  in  the  morning,  and  therefore  I  broke 
your  letter,  if  (lest)  there  were  any  after 
matter;  and  I  did  (ordered)  Christopher 
Hauswan  (to)  go  to  my  Lord  of  Canterbury3 
to  tell  him  as  your  letter  rehearsed ;  and  my 
lord  said  he  had  spoken  with  your  man 
thereof  the  day  before,  arid  if  the  Bishop  of 
Norwich4  would  not  do  so  much  for  him,  he 
is  the  less  beholden  to  him  ;  notwithstanding, 
lie  said  he  would  save  you  harmless  against 
John  Young  ;  but,  and  ye  do  well,  remember 
this  lord  have  many  matters  to  think  on,  and 
if  it  be  forgotten  the  harm  is  yours ;  also  if 
the  word  [<y.  worldT\  turn  John  Young  will 
not  do  at  his  prayer. 

And  my  Lord  Fitzwalter5  is  ridden  north- 
wards, and  it  is  said,  in  my  Lord  of  Canter- 


1  Not  please,  but  might.    The  sentence  means, 
"  but  may  the  Holy  Trinity,"  &c. 

2  [Reverend  is  here  not  used  in   its  now  usual 
acceptation,  but  in  that  of  revered,  honoured — as 
M-O  have  already  noticed,  and    in   which  sense  it 
frequently  occurs.]] 

3  Thomas  Bourchier. 


bury's  house,  that  he  hath  taken  200  of 
Andrew  Trollop's6  men.  And  as  for  Colt, 
and  Sir  James  Strangwyse,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Pykering,  they  be  taken  or  else  dead  :  the 
common  voice  is  that  they  be  dead. 

Hopton  and  Hastings  be  with  the  Earl  of 
March,  and  were  not  at  the  field. 

What  word  that  ever  he  have  from  my 
lords  that  be  here,  it  is  well  done  and  best  for 
you  to  see  that  the  country  be  always  ready 
to  come,  both  footmen  and  horsemen,,  when 
they  be  sent  for;  for  I  have  heard  said  the 
farther  lords  will  be  here  sooner  than  men 
ween,  I  have  heard  said  ere  three  weeks  to  an 
end  ;  and  also  that  ye  should  come  with  more 
men  and  cleanlier  arrayed  than  any  other 
man  of  your  country  should;  for  it  lieth 
more  upon  your  worship  and  toucheth  you 
more  near  than  other  men  of  that  country, 
and  also  ye  be  more  had  in  favour  with  my 
lords  here.  In  this  country  every  man  is  well 

4  Walter  Hart,  [or  Lyhart]  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

5  This  must  have  been  some  action,   after  the 
battle  of  Wakefield,  in  which  the  queen's  party  was 
beaten. 

6  Andrew  Trollop   -was  killed  at    the    battle   of 
Towton,  on  the  29th  March,  1461,  fighting  lor  the 
House  of  Lancaster. 

i  2 
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willing  to  go  with  my  lords  IK-IT,  and  J  hope  : 
God  shall  help  them,  for  the  ]>eople  in  the 
north  rob  and  steal,  and  he  appointed1  ! 
to  pill  (pillage)  all  this  country,  and  give 
away  men's  goods  and  livelyhoods  in  all  the 
south  country,  and  that  will  ask  a  mischief. 
My  lords  that  be  here  have  as  much  as  they 
may  do  to  keep  down  all  this  country,  more 
than  lour  or  five  shires,  for  they  would  be  up 
on  the  men  in  the  north,  for  it  is  for  the 
w«-al  of  all  the  south.  I  pray  you  recom- 
mend me  to  my  motht-r,  and  that  I  prayed 
her  of  her  blessing:  I  pray  you  excuse  me  to 
her  that  I  write  her  no  letter,  for  this  was 
enough  to  do.  I  dare  not  pray  you  to  re- 


commend me  to  my  sister  your  wii 

j-er  I  trow  be  so 

it.      Ye  must  pay    him  for  his  labour,  for  h 
tarried  all  night  in  this  town  for  tin- 

Written  the  2'5d  day  of  January  in  hast 
when  I  was  not  well  at  ease.      God    havi 
(yo//)  in  his  keep 

13  y  CLEMENT  P.\ 

Your  Brother. 
23d  January,  1460.    39  H.  VI. 


<me  or  in.irt-  flour  de  Us,  baton  thi 
letter  Clement   1'a-ion  iri 
calop  shell.] 


LETTER   CLI.— (CI.  vol.  iii.  p.  405.) 

In  these  days  few  pers  >nsdied  without  bequeathing  something  to  the  church,  to  be  distributed  ft) 
of  their  executors.     This  trust  seems  to  have  been  reposed  iu  .1.  1'oston  by  several,  though  it  .1 
sl<>\\  in  disposing  of  the  money,  as  his  father  had  Ix-eu  dead  now  above  fifteen  year?,  and  a  part  of  h. 
so  bequeathed  remained  still  in  his  hands ;  as  appears  by  this  letter. 

Amicabili  wtqyutro  nostro,  JuJuinni  Pultun,  Annigero. 


Fri.r.  reverend  and  worshipful,  ai'ter  all  due 
reverence  and  reeonmiendation,  your  poor 
priest  In ••j.-ee.heth  huialily  it  please  your  good 

••ship  to  understand  by  this  simple  hill, 
that  on  (lie  Friday  next  alter  the  Feast,  of  the 
Conversion  of  Saint  Paul   last  past,  J   v, 
your  place  at    Caister  to  have  told  you  what 

:  I  had  of  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  parson 
of  Blotield.  and  inasmuch  as  ye  were  not 
at  home,  I  told  it  to  my  mistress  your  wife, 
and  (iod  thank  her  of  her  gentleness,  she 
made  me  ::reat  cheer:  and  moreover  advised 
me  to  send  you  a  bill  thereof  to  London. 
This  was  his  answer,  when  1  had  talked  to 
him  as  I  could,  in  like  wise  as  ye  adverted2 
me  to  do:  he  answered  again  in  the-e  words. 

.r  is  my  kirtle.  but  nearer  is  my  smock;" 
and  this  was  his  meaning,  thai  ye  should  In- 
more  near  us.  and  tender  to  us,  than  he.  and 
that  ye  should  rather  owe  us  good  will  than 
he.  aiid  that  we  should  labour  rather  to  your 

than  to  him  :   ami   also  thai 
that   he    had  to    depose   he   had    beset  it,  and 

ucell.  he  told  me,  he  had  delivered 
the  Abb.  • 


i    her  northern    army 
»houldpltui'i 


whereof,  as  be  said  to  me,  ye  grudged  and 
were    in    manner   displeased,    notwithstand- 
ing  ye  said  again  to  him  ye  should  g: 
•much;  and    he   said  to   me  !    the 

places  where;  and  therefore  he  advised  me 
to  labour  effectually  to  your  •_ 
for  ye  might  help  us  well ;  for  he 
much  good  of  the  dead  to  dispose,   w!. 
your  father,  God   bb 
Berney,  and  what  now  of  his  g 
Fastolf.     And  as  for   Sir   John   Faatolf,    on 
whose  soul  Jesu  have  m<-rey!   In-  - 
ye  had  of  his  good  four,  four,  and  four 
than   he,    in  these  .same  terms,   withoir 
Mini. 

And  after   all   other  talking - 
he  should  he  with  you  at  Lon<lnn  I 
that    he    would  say    go-.'d    won!    • 
relieve  our  poor  i 
not    displeased,  for  truly   an 
have  your  heavy  mastership  therefore,  1  hail 
lever  (nitlisr)  it   had  been  million 
[*'/]  is  this,  that  wh<-n  Sir  Tl< 

.if  London  we  mi-lit  h.- 
that   our    ;. 

[*  T  .-"au'ted."     V 

tised,  e: 
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to  Langley,  for  that  should  glad  us 
more  than  the  commission  that  the  Bishop 
of  Norwich1  sent  us  on  Thursday  last  past  to 
gather  the  dymes  (tenths},  for  that  is  a 
shrewd  labour  for  us,  a  great  cost  and  a 
shrewd  jeopardy. 

Evermore  that  high  and  mighty  celestial 
prince  preserve  you  body  and  soul,  and  send 
you  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost  well  to  per- 
form all  your  heart's  desire  in  all  your 


matters  to  his  pleasance  and  your  worship, 
and  solace  to  all  your  well-willers.  Written 
at  Bromholm  on  the  Saturday  next  after  the 
feast  of  the  conversion  of  Saint  Paul  last 
past. 

From  your  priest  aud  beadsman, 

JOHN,  prior  of  Bromholm.2 

P.romholm, 

Saturday,  31  January, 
1409.     39  H.  VI. 


LETTER   CLII.— (GIL  vol.  iii.  p.  409.) 

In  former  times  a  person's  signet  or  seal  was  of  the  utmost  consequence,  and  we  find  by  this  letter  that  J. 
Paston  had  made  immediate  inquiries  after  his  as  soon  as  he  missed  it.  I  cannot  in  this  place  forbear 
mentioning  the  promiscuous  and  unauthorised  use  of  arms,  which,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  laws  of  honour, 
now  so  generally  prevails,  since  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  college  of  arms  is  not  empowered  to  compel 
payment  by  attaching  the  body  of  goods  of  the  offender  for  any  fine  set  by  the  Co  urt  of  Honour  upon  tlio.se 
persons  who  have  assumed  arms,  and  bear  them  without  a  proper  grant  or  descent  from  the  original 
grantee.  When  county  visitations  were  permitted,  and  the  king  of  arms  of  the  province  and  heralds  went 
their  progresses,  distinctions  of  family  descents  and  family  arms  were  recorded  and  kept  up,  and  the  heirs 
of  gentlemen's  families  for  a  small  fee  were  enabled  to  join  themselves  to  their  parent  stock,  by  attending 
with  their  vouchers  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  of  which  they  were  informed  by  a  public  summons  from 
the  slie.riils  of  their  respective  counties.  It  may  be  said,  that  in  a  free  government  like  ours  every  man 
ought  to  have  a  right  to  ornament  his  carnage,  his  plate,  or  the  wax  on  his  letters,  with  any  device  most 
•;ible  to  himself  without  being  accountable  to  any  one.  This  being  allowed,  what  will  follow  ?  That 
every  one  may  assume  a  name,  or  even  a  title,  or  may  decorate  himself  witli  the  insignia  of  any  of  the  honour- 
able orders.  But  would  not  such  an  onel>e  called  a"  fool  or  a  madman?  He  certainly  would.  I  have  often 
thought  that'  government  might  fairly  avail  itself  of  the  present  prevailing  taste  for  arms-bearing,  by  com- 
pelling every  person  of  what  rank  or  degree  soever  to  take  out  an  annual  licence  or  certificate,  for  which  a 
stated  sum  according  to  his  rank  or  degree  should  be  paid  for  the  liberty  of  bearing  or  displaying  any  arms, 
crest,  or  device,  on  his  banners,  carriages,  plate,  seals,  £c.  £c.  This  would  be  a  tax  which  could  not  effect 
the  poor,  nor  in  reality  any  one  who  did  not  wish  to  put  himself  in  the  rank  of  a  gentleman.  [This 
suggestion  of  Fenn's  is  curious  as  being  probably  the  origin  of  a  tax  not  long  afterwards  imposed,  and  now 
in  existence.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you ;  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  have  received 
your  letter  this  day  that  ye  sent  me  by  Yel- 
verton's  man.  As  for  your  signet,  I  found  it 
upon  your  board  the  same  day  that  ye  went 
hence,  and  I  send  it  you  by  Richard  Heberd, 
bringer  hereof;  as  for  your  errands  that  ye 
wrote  to  me  for,  Richard  Charles  is  out 
about  your  errands  about  Gresham,  and  for 
his  own  matters  also,  and  I  suppose  he 
cometh  not  home  till  it  be  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  next  coming,  and  as  soon  as  he 
cometh  home  he  shall  go  about  your  errands 
that  ye  wrote  to  me  for. 


1  Walter  Hart  [or  Lyhart]  became  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich in  1446,  and  died  in  1472. 

2  This  priory  was  founded  by  William  de  Glan- 
ville,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  and  in  the  year  1113. 


I  sent  you  a  letter  written  on  Tuesday 
last  past,  which,  as  I  suppose,  Roger  Ormsby 
delivered  you.  I  took  it  to  Alson  Partridge ; 
she  rode  with  Clippesby's  wife  to  London. 

I  pray  you  if  ye  have  another  son  that  ye 
will  let  it  be  named  Harry,3  in  remembrance 
of  your  brother  Harry  ;  also  I  pray  you  that 
ye  would  send  me  dates  and  cinnamon  as 
hastily  as  ye  may.  I  have  spoken  with 
John  Damme  of  that  ye  bade  me  say  to  him 
to  say  to  Thomas  Note,  and  he  says  he  was 
well  paid  that  ye  said  and  thought  therein, 
as  ye  did :  nerles  (nevertheless)  I  bade  him 
that  he  should  say  to  the  said  Thomas  therein, 


3  On  the  back  of  the  original  letter  in  an  ancient 
hand  is  written  "It  appere  by  this  Ire  yt  Justice 
Paston  had  a  sonue  named"  Kerry,  who  dyed 
yonge." 
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as  it  were  of  himself,  without  your  advice  or  i 

any  others;  and  lie  said  he  should  so,  and  | 

that  it  should   be   purveyed   for  this  next  I 

week  at  the  furthest.   The  blessed  Trinity  have  I 

you  in  his  keeping.     Written  at  Norwich  in  j 


haste  the    Friday    next    before   Candlemas 
day.  By  your  groaning  wife,1 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Friday,  1st  February, 
1460.    39H.VI. 


LETTER   CLIII.— (CIII.  vol.  iii.  p.  413.) 

This  letter  has  no  direction,  and  lest  it  should  lie  opened,  the  paper  which  fastens  the  seal  is,  along  the  edge, 
marked  with  lines  by  a  pen  which  communicate  with  the  latter,  by  which  means  the  receiver  might  easily 
have  discovered  any  attempts  to  have  opened  it,  as  the  lines  would  not  then  have  exactly  coincided  again. 
On  the  back  of  it,  but  in  alater  hand,  is  written  "  A  Ire  to  J.  Paston,  ar.  from  his  wife."  I  should  think  that 
this  letter  was  written  just  before  the  important  crisis  that  finished  Henry's  reign  and  placed  Edward  on  the 
throne;  if  so,  it  was  written  on  the  1st  of  March,  1460-1,  at  a  time  when"  the  friends  of  Henry  might  be  elated 
at  the  approach  of  the  queen  with  her  army,  which  had  been  lately  victorious  at  St.  Alban's,  not  f«  >. 
that  in  a  few  days  the  Duke  of  York  would  become  their  sovereign.  Giles  Saint  Loe  was  high  sheriff  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  in  1458.  N.ll.  To  this  letter  the  initial  letter  of  her  Christian  name  is  only  aflixe«l  - 
fleur  de  lys.  See  engraving  at  end  of  the  letter,  wherein  the  marks  drawn  by  a  pen  to  show  if  it  had 
been  opened,  a  re  expressed.  The  square  lines  represent  the  paper  folded  over  the  letter  on  which  the  seal 
is  impressed ;  the  angular  ones  show  the  connecting  lines  from  that  paper  to  the  paper  on  which  the  letter  is 

A  letter  to  John  Paston,  Esq.,  from  his  wife. 

into  this  country  till  ye  hear  the  world  (ix) 
more  sure.     I   trow  the  bearer  of  th 


•written. 


PLEASE  it  you  to  weet  that  it  is  let.  me  weet, 
by  one  thatoweth  you  goodwill,  that  there  is 
laid  a  wait  upon  you  in  this  country  if  ye 
come  here  at  large,  to  bring  you  to  the  pre- 
sence of  such  a  lord  in  the  north  as  shall 
not  be  for  your  ease,  but  to  jeopardy  of  your 
life,  or  great  and  importable  loss  of  your 
j;oods ;  and  he  that  hath  taken  upon  him 
this  enterprise  now,  was  under-sherifi'  to 
Giles  Saintlowe ;  he  hath  great  favour  hereto 
by  the  means  of  the  son  of  William  Baxler 
that  lieth  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars  ;  and  as 
it  is  reported  the  said  son  hath  given  great 
silver  to  the  lords  in  the  north  to  bring  the 
matter  about,  and  now  he  and  all  his  old 
fellowship  put  out  their  fins,  and  are  right 
ilygge  (ripe)  and  merry,  hoping  all  thing  is 
and  shall  be  as  the)r  will  have  it;  also  it  is 
told  me  that  the  father  of  the  bastard  in  this 
country  said  that  no\v  should  this  shire  be 
made  sure  for  him  and  his  heirs,  and  for  the 
Baxter's  heirs  also,  whereby  I  conceive  they 
think  that  they  have  none  enemy  but 
you,  &c. 

Wherefore  like  it  you  to  be  the  more  wary 

•!in-  fur  your  person's  safe-guard, 

und  also  that  ye  be  not  too  hasty  to  come 


tell  more  by  mouth  as  he  shall  be  informed 
of  the  rule  in  this  country.  (jod  have  you 
in  his  keeping.  Written  in  haste,  the  second 
Sunday  of  Lent,  by  candlelight  at  even. 

By  yours,  &c. 
MARGARI  i 

1st  March.  14GO-1. 
3911.  VI. 


1  The  conclusion  of  this  letter   i<  particular,  and 
sho\\s    that  the   writer 
lying-in  :  it  was  wiitton  I  believe  abo'.it  H6(X- 
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LETTER  CLIV.— (LIII.  vol.  i.  p.  209.) 

This  letter  must  have  been  written  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  but  in  what  year  I  cannot  say  :  it  contains  a  curious 
historical  anecdote,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  commander  of  the  ships.  [It  is  certainly  very  curious,  if  true  ; 
but  we  believe  it  must  be"  greatly  exaggerated.  So  remarkable  an  event  could  not  have  passed  unnoticed  by 
historians,  none  of  whom  even  allude  to  it,  though  they  mention  the  far  less  important  capture  of  a  lew 
Spanish  or  Hans-town  vessels  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  about  the  same  time,  f .  e.  the  latter  end  of  the  rei«n  of 
Henry  VI.] 

To  my  reverend  master,  Tliomas  Daniel,  Esquire1  for  the  king's  body,z  be  this  fetter  delivered  in  haste. 

my  fellowship  said  but  (unless)  he  will  strike 
down  the  sail,  that  I  will  oversail  them  by  the 
grace  of  God,  and  God  will  send  me  wind 
and  weather  ;  and  they  bade  me  do  my  worst, 
because  I  had  so  few  ships,  and  so  small  that 
they  scorned  me. 

And  as  God  would,  on  Friday  last  was,  we 
had  a  good  wind ;  and  then  w"e  armed  us  to 
the  number  of  2000  men  in  my  fellowship, 
and  made  us  ready  for  to  oversail  them  ;  and 
then  they  launched  a  boat,  and  set  up  a 
standard  of  truce,  and  came  and  spoke  with 
me,  and  there  they  were  yielded  all  the 
hundred  ships  to  go  with  me  into  what  port 
that  me  list  and  my  fellows ;  but  they  f'ovvht 
with  me  the  day  before,  and  shot  at  us  a  1000 
guns,  arid  quarrels  out  of  number,  and  have 
slain  many  of  my  fellowship,  and  maimed 
also. 

Wherefore  methinketh  that  they  have  for- 
feited both  ships  and  goods  at  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king's  will. 

Beseeching  you  that  ye  do  your  part  in  this 
matter,  for  this  I  have  written  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  all  my  lords  of  the  king's 
council ;  and  so  I  have  brought  them,  all  the 
hundred  ships,  within  Wight  (the  Isle  of 
Wight),  in  spite  of  them  all. 

And  ye  might  get  leave  of  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king  to  come  hither,  it  shall  turn  you 
to  great  worship  and  profit,  to  help  make  our 
appointment  in  the  king's  name,  for  ye  saw 
never  such  a  sight  of  ships  taken  into  England 
this  hundred  winters;  for  we  lie  armed  night 
and  day  to  keep  them  in,  to  the  time  that  we 
have  tidings  of  our  sovereign  and  his  council ; 
for  truly  they  have  done  harm  to  me,  and  to 
my  fellowship,  and  to  your  ships,  more  than 
2000/.5  worth  (of)  harm. 

3  [Aye  was  frequently  written  7,  as  it  is  here  in  the 
original.     Fenn  omits  it  in  the  translation.] 

4  These  were  great  marts  for  trade. 

5  I  cannot  tell  whether  this,  in  the  original  letter, 
is  2000^.  orSOOOf. 


MOST  reverend  master,  I  recommend  me  unto 
your  gracious  mastership,  ever  desiring  to 
hear  of  your  worshipful  estate;  the  which 
Almighty  God  maintain  it,  and  increase  it 
unto  liis  pleasance. 

Pleasing  you  to  know  of  my  welfare,  and 
of  all  your  men,  at  the  making  of  this  letter, 
we  were  in  good  health  of  body,  aye3  blessed 
be  God. 

Moreover,  master,  I  send  you  word  by 
Rawly  Pickering  of  all  matters,  the  which  I 
beseech  you  give  him  credence,  as  he  will 
inform  you  of  all,  so  sure  I  beseech  you  in 
the  reverence  of  God  that  ye  will  inform  our 
sovereign  lord  the  king  of  all  matters  that  I 
send  you  in  this  letter;  like  as  I  have  sent  a 
letter  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  and  to  all  my 
lords,  by  the  said  Pickering  :  the  which  letter 
I  beseech  you  that  ye  take  and  deliver  to  my 
lord,  and  all  my  lords,  by  your  own  hands, 
and  let  the  said  Pickering  declare  all  things 
as  he  hath  seen  and  known. 

First,  I  send  you  word  that  when  we  went 
to  sea,  we  took  two  ships  of  Brest  coming  out 
of  Flanders;  and  then  after,  there  is  made  a 
great  arming  in  Britayne  to  meet  with  me  and 
my  fellowship,  that  is  to  say,  the  great  ship 
of  Brest,  the  great  ship  of  Morlaix,  the  great 
ship  of  Vannes,  with  other  eight  ships,  barges, 
and  balingers  to  the  number  of  3000  men, 
and  so  we  lay  on  the  sea  to  meet  with  them. 

And  then  we  met  with  a  rtote  (fleet}  of  an 
hundred  great  ships  of  Prusse  [Prusia~], 
Lubeck,  Campe,  Rostock,  Holland,  Zealand, 
and  Flanders,4  betwixt  Guernsey  and  Port- 
land ;  and  there  I  came  aboard  the  admiral, 
and  bade  them  strike  in  the  king's  name  of 
England,  and  they  bade  me  skite  in  the 
king's  name  of  England;  and  then  I  and 

1  Thomas  Daniel,  Esq.  [See  Letter  cxxxix.] 

2  An   esquire  of  the  king's  body  was  an  officer  of 
great    trust,  lodged  near,   and   during  the  night  all 
messages,  &c.  were  delivered  by  him  in  person  to  the 
king. 
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And  therefore  I  ;iiii  ;i'l\isi'il,  and  ;ill  my 
fellowship,  to  drown1  them  a;, (I  sl,,y  theni, 
without  that  we  '  -  from  DM: 

reii_m  the  kiii-r  ami  liis  council  :  and  therefore 
in  ti .>  of  (iod  come  y 

anil  ye  shall  li  ivr  a  'jreat  avail  and  worship 
for  your  coining  to  sec  a  such  s:<_rht.  for  I  <lare 
well  say,  that  I  have  here  at  this  time  all  the 
chief  ships  of  Dutchlund,  Holland,  Zealand. 


and  P  -.-,  ore  time   ' 

treat  for  a  final  peace  as  for  t; 

HO     liiolV     to      V 

Almighty  .lesu  have  you  in  his  k<-( •: 

f  write   in  haste  within    U'i'.rht.  or 
at  ni^ht  after  the  Ascension  of  our  Lord. 
Uy  your  own  servant, 

ROBERT  WKM  N 

IsleofWi.  .    VI. 


LETTKIl    (  LV.—  CIV.  vol.  iii.  p.  11.'..) 


On  tlie  back  of  this  letter,  but  iu  a  1  tl  ••  follow  in1,'  memorandum. 

(iilbt'm    DelM'iihnni  mil.  I'll,  sun,  i\^'>  ji.it.  vivcn."      YV<-   li;t%c  here  a  cuiinus  ;md  ;tt  tli.it  ti.. 

ce  of  forcible  entry,  and  k  .  I'nuu  which,  and  i: 

i-Diilained  in  tliese  !  .  ,['  I.  uildin.i,rs  of  that  airi-  Ix-iii','  str>- 

;>iul   dniw-liriilL'es,  .  .  cililc  in\  .isii  .11-;  ni  ty.      NVjlliM. 

writer  of  this  letter.  i  worshipful  family  of  Naunton,  at  this  tin 

inSiiiVolk.    Ilisdr  pwacd*  imoovad  to  LeAerfngham  in  the  same  county,  v  >sae«ed 

dderable  property,  mid  resided  iu  a  venerable  mansion,  formerly  the  ahU-y.    Tli  isaeaMC 

4  if  this  estate  left  it  by  will  to  his  heir  at  law  :  the  c-miseijuence  of  which   has  been  that 

I,  ecu  coiitiinially  Starting  Up,  anddisputin!,'thericrlit  of  tlie  person  in  poNse-  •  estate, 

and  to  the  utter  ilestructiMii  of  the  church  and  chancel,  no\v  liecome  a  ruinous  n 
which   were  many  curio'  -  nul  valnsible   inonuinents  of  this,  the   \\ 

families;     ti:e  wiiidows    (  .:ied  with  excec(liiii:ly  elei;;iut  jiaiiitin^'s  on   ti."  ---•ripturo 

•id  armorial  Ix-ariu^s,  all  of  which  have  been  witlm, 


lishi-d  '      T'i"  nionuine;>ts,  however,  M;-  •  most  of  them  jireserved  by   tli-  ;i-il  of   Mr.  .1 

of  NVomlbrid'-'e.  at   the  exj)cii>i-  of  my  IViiMid  Craven  Ord,  Esi|.     Tlii^   wilier   little    thought,  whilst 
I'iliL'   tin-    jiroceedinL's  at   Cotton-hall  to    .1.  1'ast  m,    that  in   after.-  mlants    won! 

i-;-Mjn-rty  in  somewhat  a  similar  manner.     [This  imte  of  l''.'iiii  s  was  jmblished  in  \ 

To  »->J  Mnxlti'  I1'  .v/o.7,  /Ac  f/..  '••/•.  lit  this  /rftr/-  t  ',-,'/  rrfr-il  i»  hu.\f. 


J{n;!ri    worshipful  Sir.    I    !•• 

your  ^o:id    nristership  the  rau^e  why  I  •• 

I  let    v.u  bave  knowledge  of  the  men  that  lie 

in    C.itton-hall 

stran  ]  n.st  you.  !'• 

..ike   revel    tl-eie.    they  IIH  li   l(>ad, 
and    break    do\«.  n  |  that 

pla-M!  liul   on   ,i    lad- 
der,   and    make   ' 
against    yi.u    l,y 
and     i 

that    Jciiin  •!    tlie    livi  ' 

!  lelieiiliam,    and   that  '. 
dwell    there,    an1' 

they 

wot  never;    lint   as   for  the    fellowship    tl 

plac,-  thai 


red. 


«xll  this  week,  there  is  no  man  of 

we  hear,    and   there   have    1" 

ei<_,rht  all  t  h 

f"llM-,v.-liip    this     niu'ht     or    to-nio 

Saturday,  for  then   they    will 

and  a  ::'d    Dale    he    dare  not 

well  at  home,   they  threaten  him 

he  will  send  them  no  \ 

lor  myself  Kdvvanl  P.. 

l-e  there  for  takii.  n.      And 

or  two.  so  that  ye  will  support   them  in  : 

have    your  ,.v.-n    ]  re,M  1,1 

Holy 
(iln.st    have    y.,ii    iu  k'  •  D  the 

.... 
Dab- 
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LETTER.  CLVI.— (CV.  vol.  iii.  p.  419.) 

We  have  here  a  most  envious  letter  from  a  brother  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  of  Syon  to  J.  Paston,  earnestly 
persuading  him  to  a  temporary  residence  amongst  them,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  order,  and  dissuading 
him  from  improper  alms -giving  to  the  hurt  of  his  private  affairs.  The  choosing  of  a  place  to  do  his  penance 
in  durinir  Advent,  reminds  us  of  the  establishment  for  the  secret  house  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  in  the 
rei«:n  of  Henry  the  VIHtli,  who  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  retired  from  his  principal  mansion  to  some 
small  retreat,  where  he  lived  privately,  and  most  probably  performed  offices  of  devotion  and  charity,  as 
atonements  for  his  sins  of  omission  and  commission.  See  the  '  Northumberland  Book,'  p.  361,  and  notes  at 

{).  442.  We  may  from  this  letter  suppose  that  persons  of  inferior  rank  at  certain  times  likewise  left  their 
louses,  and  retired  for  the  same  purposes  of  praying  and  alms-doing,  and  that  the  season  of  Advent  was  the 
time  set  apart  by  .1.  Pastorifor  those  religious  duties.  [From  all  other  parts  of  the  correspondence,  however, 
notwithstanding  the  writers  "  p'fite  knowlich  of  yor  freell  and  natrall  disposiseon,"  J.  Paston  would  seem  to 
have  been  among  the  last  of  men  who  ruin  themselves  through  their  liberality.  The  threat  of  a  sharp  and  hasty 
process  in  case  of  disobedience,  seems  to  confirm  the  subsequent  passage,  where  he  is  invited  to  come  and  Ix? 
.locund, "  as  ze  sholde  be  yn  the  place  of  yor  p'fession  amounggis  yor  holy  bryy'yn,"  that  Paston  was  himself 
professed  of  the  order,  which  we  think  however  is  hardly  probable".] 

To  my  right  worshipful  master  and  brother,  John  Paston,  this  letter  be  taken. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  reverent  muster  and 
brother,  with  all  my  service  I  recommend  me 
unto  you.  Please  it  unto  your  great  wisdom 
to  have  in  your  discreet  remembrance  the  strait 
order  on  which  we  be  professed,  and  on  which 
ye  are  bounden  to  keep  your  residence,  and 
specially  on  this  time  of  Christmas  amongst 
your  confreres  of  this  holy  order,  the  Temple 
of  Syon;  for  unless  that  ye  keep  duly  the 
points  of  your  holy  religion,  our  Master 
Thomas  Babyngton,  master  and  sovereign  of 
our  order,  by  the  assent  of  his  brethren,  be 
advised  to  award  against  you  right  sharp  and 
hasty  process  to  do  call  you  to  do  your  ob- 
servance, and  to  obey  the  points  of  your 
religion,  which  were  unto  me  great  heaviness. 
Wherefore  I,  as  he  that  hath  most  greatest 
cause,  and  is  most  bounden  unto  your  great 
gentleness,  and  also  whom  nature  and  kin 
most  specially  before  every  of  all  our  brethren 
binden  me  to  owe  and  will  you  good  will  and 
true  heart,  considering  the  great  time  of 
penance  that  ye  have  been  in  from  soon  upon 
Michaelmas  hitherto,  that  is  to  say  in  reliev- 
ing and  sustenance  of  your  even  Cristen,1  and 
also  in  the  charitable  and  meritory  (meri- 
torious) deed  of  alms-doing,  that  is  to  say,  in 
plenteous  and  liberal  gifts,  which  is  more 
preciouser  than  gold  or  silver,  which  hath  not 
been  at  all  times  to  your  great  ease,  neither 
heart's  pleasaunce  (pleasz/re),  but  rather  to 
your  great  disease  and  intolerable  pain,  and 


1  Even  Cristen.     I  wish  for  an  explanation  of  this. 
[Even  is  equal,  or  fellow.    Fellow  Christians.] 


where2  God's  law  and  man's  law  accord  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  none  earthly  man  to 
be  so  liberal  and  plenteous  of  that  that  God 
serideth  him,  that  he  should  so  dispose  it  so 
that  he  should  nought  have  to  live  by ;  and 
forasmuch  as  I  have  perfect  knowledge  of 
your  freell  (free  will)  arid  natural  disposition 
so  set  unto  them  that  be  needy  and  hungry, 
that  of  yourself  ye  have  no  might,  neither 
power,  to  abstain  and  rule  yourself,  but  all  so 
long  as  God  sendeth  and  giveth  you  whereof 
to  dispose  and  help  your  even  Cristen,  ye  must 
needs  dispose  it  forth  amongst  your  even 
Cristen,  I  counsel  you  that  in  all  so  hasty  and 
goodly  time  as  ye  can,  to  come  unto  your 
holy  brethren  that  be  of  this  devout  and  close 
conversation,3  to  the  intent  that  ye  might  be 
advertised  and  learned  by  them  the  good 
rule  and  measure  that  ye  ought  and  should 
have  in  the  disposition  and  dealing  of  your 
alms. 

And  also  sithen  (since)  ye  have  chosen  you 
a  place  in  this  season  of  Advent,  in  which  ye 
have  had  a  reasonable  leisure  and  space  to 
do  your  penance  in,  which  draweth  fast  to  an 
end,  which  hath  been  a  convenient  place  as 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  now  it  draweth 
fast  unto  Christmas,  on  which  time  every 
true  Christian  man  should  be  merry,  jocund, 
and  glad  ;  and  sithen  there  is  no  place  which 
by  likelihood  of  reason  ye  should  find  in  your 
heart  to  be  so  glad  and  jocund  in,  as  ye  should 

2  [Whereas.} 

3  [Original,  "  coversaion,"  Fenn  translates  "  coun- 
sel."] 
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be  in  the  place  of  your  profession  amongst  your 
holy  brethren,  in  which  place  in  this  season  of 
the  year  it  is  accustomed  to  be  (have)  all  man- 
ner of  disport,1  like  u  it  is  not  unknown  to  your 
wise  discretion ;  wherefore  as  my  simple 
reason  leadeth  me,  your  great  discretion 
should  rule  you,  that  ye  should  approach 
nigh  the  place  of  your  holy  religion  in  all  so 
hasty  time  as  ye  could  or  might,  of  whose 
coming  all  your  said  brethren  would  be  glad 
and  fain  (///>v/W,,  and  in  especial  I  your 
servant  and  brother,  like  as  I  am  most 
singular  hnunden  to  the  increase  of  your  pros- 
perity and  welfare,  which  I  shall  ever  desire 
with  God's  mercy,  which  have  you  under  his 
blessed  and  favourable  protection.  Written 


in  the  Temple  of  Syon,  the  3d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  great  haste. 

By  your  servant  and  brother,  T,* 


Temple  of  Syon,  3rd  December. 
Date  uncertain. 


LETTER    CLVII.— (C VI.  vol.  iii.  p.  425.) 

We  have  in  this  letter  au  instance  of  force  used  in  entering  into  possession  of  manors  and  estates ;  a  very  common 
method  of  proceeding  in  those  violent  ;md  unsettled  times. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  (hlirereil  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  yen.  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your  wel- 
fare, praying  you  to  weet  that  it  was  told  me 
this  week  that  there  is  a  fair  place  to  sell  in 
St.  Laurence's  parish,  and  standeth  near  the 
church,  and  by  the  water-side,  the  which 
place  Topps  hath  to  sell,  Pyte  Alyster 
bought  it  of  Topps.  and  now  for  default  of 
payment  Topps  hath  entered  again  therein, 
and  shall  sell  it  in  haste  as  it  is  told  me;  the 
said  Lyster  dwellrth  therein  at  this  time,  but 
he  shall  out.  for  he  is  held  right  a  poor  man;3 
J  suppose  if  ye  like  to  buy  if,  when  ye  come 
home  ye  shall  mow  (!><•  able  to)  have  it  of 
Topps  as  good  cheap  or  better  than  another 
should. 

As  tor  tiding  ue  have  none  food  in  this 
country;  I  pray  (iod  send  us  ^ood  :  it  was 
told  me  (hat  Richard  Southwell  hath  entered 
in  the  manor  of  (Holm)  Hale,  the  which  is 
the  Lady  Hoys's,*  and  keepeth  it  with  strength 


i;d  manner  of  living  at  Christmas  in  these 
iere  likeuJM-  p'tiutcd  nut.  mid  make*  us 
\M-li    ur  c.Mild   ha\e  Uken  :i  look   at  their  l>  .- 

'  Tli.-  u  riti-rof  this  sln-i.lar  letter  wus  from  his  own 
ilation  ,,r  J.l'utob,  aadhUaignwtOMto 
f  hat  in  heraldry  often  reure-.  n  ;  it  is 

thai    In-  name  mi -hi    !.«•  'I 

tl    Salic- 


with  such  another  fellowship  as  hath  been  at 
JJrayston,  and  wasteth  and  despoileth  all  tliat 
there  is;  and  the  Lady  Boys,  as  it  is  told  me. 
is  to  London  to  complain  to  the  kinir  and  to 
the  lords  thereof;  it  seemeth  it  was  not  tor 
nought  that  he  held  with  Charles  and  his 
fellowship. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  vom -lna''. 
to  James  (iloys  to  buy  the  tin<fiif>iti,in  tillnmi 
that  I  spake  to  him  for;  and  that  ye  will  re- 
member your  fair  daughter*!  girdle. 

I  hope  ye  shall  be  at  home  so  soon  that  I 
will  write  no  more  tidings  to  you.  The 
blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 

\  on  good  speed  in  all  that  ye  will  V\ 
well  in.      Written  at  Norwich  on  th-  A 
sion  day. 

Yours, 

MAI 

Norwich,  Mav, 

II    VI.     Daf  uncertain. 

in    the  countv  ,.f  Norfolk,   about  the  tim"  that  thi» 

letter  « 

We  do  mittliii.  '<-t.">  infiid>  : 

anything  so  :r 

diit"  unj'usth  ">r  man.   hut 

that  i>ein.:  "  ry-th  ajHire  m.in."  he  will  i. 

md  must  relimjui-h  I 

•  SibilU,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Koht.  > 
wido  v  1 1450. 
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LETTER    CLVIII.— (CVII.  vol.  iii.  p.  427.) 

We  have  here  an  account  of  a  low  amour ;  but  the  reason  why  I  have  given  this  letter  is  to  show  that  E.  Pastou's 
mother  was  governed  by  some  one  in  the  house,  who  took  upon  him  to  direct  as  he  pleased,  and  for  that 
reason  a  party  seemed  to  be  forming  against  him  by  her  children.  The  person  here  meant  was,  I  believe, 
Gloys,  a  priest,  who  resided  in  the  house,  and  was  a  favourite  with  Agnes  Paston.  As  a  mistress  of  a  family, 
she  was  certainly  doing  her  duty  in  discouraging  improper  behaviour  in  her  servants;  but  then,  as  now,  we 
find  it  would  be  sometimes  prudent  to  overlook  improprieties  in  a  domestic,  who  was  in  other  respects  a 
valuable  one.  [Particularly  when,  as  here,  the  facts  are  not  very  indubitably  proved,  and  are  denied.] 

To  John  Paston,  Esq. 

SIR,  I  recommend  me  to  you ;  please  it  you 
to  weet  that  my  mother  hath  caused  me  to 
put  Gregory  out  of  my  service,  as  God  help  I 
write  to  you  the  very  cause  why ;  it  happened 
him  to  have  a  knave's  lust,  in  plain  terms,  to 
lie  with  a  quean,  and  so  did  in  the  Coning 
Close  ;  it  fortuned  him  to  be  espied  by  two 
ploughmen  of  my  mother's,  which  were  as 
fain  (desirous)  as  he  of  that  matter,  and 
desired  him  to  have  part,  and  as  company 
required  said  not  nay,  insomuch  that  the 
ploughmen  had  her  all  night  in  their  stable, 
and  Gregory  was  clear  delivered  of  her,  and 
as  he  swears  had  not  ado  with  her  within  my 
mother's  place ;  notwithstanding  my  mother 
thinks  that  he  was  ((lie)  ground  of  that  mat- 
ter, wherefore  there  is  no  remedy  but  he 
must  avoid-:  and  insomuch  that  at  the  last 
time  that  ye  were  here  (ye)  desired  him  of 
me  if  that  he  should  depart  from  me,  I  send 
you  the  very  cause  of  his  departing,  as  my 
mother  saith,  but  I  am  in  certain  the  contrary 
is  true ;  it  is  no  more  but  that  he  cannot 
please  all  parties ;  but  that  gentleman  is  his 
word's  lord,  he  hath  said  that  he  would  lift 
them  whom  that  him  please,  and  as  it  showed 
well  he  lifted  one  fourteen  miles  in  a  morn- 
ing,  and  now  he  hath  been  causer  of  his  lift,  whVJun  Eve. 


I  wot  not  how  far  but  if  (unless)  that  ye  be 
his  better  master ;  but  and  we  among  us  give, 
not  him  a  lift,  I  pray  God  that  we  never 
thrive ;  and  that  is  his  intent,  I  trow,  to  bring 
us  to ;  wherefore  I  require  you,  if  that  it 
please  you  to  have  him,  that  ye  will  be  the 
better  master  to  him  for  my  sake,  for  I  am 
lie  that  is  as  sorry  to  depart  from  him  as  any 
man  alive  from  his  servant,  and  by  my  truth, 
as  farforth  as  I  know,  he  is  as  true  as  any 
alive. 

I  trust  my  fortune  shall  be  better  than  ever 
to  live  thus  here  ;  but  if  I  were  hencewards  I 
assure  you  I  would  not  change  for  none  that 
I  know;  he  is  profitable  on  divers  things  as 
ye  know  well. 

There  has  been  a  great  break  (breach)  be- 
twixt Calle  and  me,  as  I  shall  inform  you  at 
my  coming,  which  shall  be  on  Wednesday 
next  by  the  grace  of  God,  who  preserve  you. 

Written  at  Mauteby  on  Whitsun  eve. 

EDMOND  PASTON. 


LETTER    CLIX.— (CVIH.  vol.  iii.  p.  431.) 

I  have  given  this  letter,  as  it  ascertains  the  public  manner  by  which  the  ships  were  victualled,  and  shows  us  thai 
it  was  done  by  a  kind  of  voluntary  subscription,  in  every  town  throughout  the  hum  reds,  of  money  and  corn, 
though  what  proportion  the  corn  bore  to  the  money  collected  does  not  appear  from  this 

To  my  master.,  John  Paston. 

their  hundred  have  paid,  nevertheless  it  is 
but  little,  there  was  gathered  in  that  hundred 
eighteen  shillings  and  certain  corn;  and  (in) 
some  other  hundred  six  marks  (I/.)  and  corn; 


PLEASETH  your  mastership  to  weet,  that  I 
was  at  Scole,  and  spake  with  Arblaster  and 
John  Sadler,  and  with  other  good  yeomen  of 
the  country,  to  understand  how  they  were 


guided  for  the  victualling  of  the   barge   of 
Yarmouth;  and  I  understand  by  them  that 


and  so  they  have  paid  in,  all  the  hundreds 
and  towns  here  about,  that  is  to  say,  East 
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Flegg  and  West  Flegg,  and  up  to  UloHeld, 
Tunstead,  and  up  to  Stalman.  I  understand 
by  the  commission  that  Debenham  hath,  it  is 
more  large  than  Master  John's,  as  ye  shall 
understand,  whereof  I  send  you  a  copy,  which 
causetii  me  that  I  labour  no  farther  therein, 
notwithstanding  your  mastership  shall  have 


knowledge  what  every  hundred  gives,  and 
Yarmouth  both. 

Written  at  Winterton,  the  morrow  after  I 
departed  from  your  mastership. 
Your  poor  beadsman, 

Rii  HARD  CALL 
Wintertoii. 


LETTER    CLX.— (CIX.  vol.  iii.  p.  103.) 

It  appears  by  this  copy  of  a  letter  (for  so  it  is  styled  at  the  top  of  the  paper)  that  the  candidates  weie  not  always 
pnaentonthe  day  of  election.    The  under-sheritf  here  meant  to  do  his  duty,  and  to  make  his  return  alter  the 
sutlieient,  that  is,  according  to  the  «,Teatest  number  of  votes,  though  lie  at  the  same  time  hinr- 
entirely  as  he  shall  please,  but  as  the  high-sheriff  shall  direct.    [The  hi»h-sheritr,  ;is  the  Icir.-il  n-tuniin. 
would  of  course  decide  who  had  the  majority  of  votes,  or,  as  is  likely  here,  show  of  hands,  a< 
own  opinion,  and  not  on  that  of  his  deputy.] 

The  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  John  Pagton,  by  the  wider-sheriff  of  Norfolk. 

RK;HT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  unto 

you,  ,Vc.      And,  Sir,  as  for  the  election  of  the 

knights  of  the  shire  here  in  Norfolk,  in  good 

faith  here  hath  been  much  to  do,  nevertheless 

to  let  you  have  knowledge  of  the  demeaning, 

my  MWer  Hern.-y,  my  Master  Grey,  and  ye 

had  greatest   voice,  and  I  purpose  me,  as  I  Iletherset, 

will  answer  God,  to  return  the  due  election,  Thursday,      June. 


that  is   after  the  sufficient   you  am. 

\  ertheless  1  ha\v 
at  Hetherset,  the  Th 
summer. 

Dy 

\\  n.r  • 


LETTER    CLXI.— (CX.  vol.  iii.  p.  433.) 

It  appears  from  wliat  is  said  in  this  letter,  that  IVrse  was  committed  as  one  who  had  been  a  parti- 
;  the  times,  thoutrh  of  which  party  it  does  not  appear;  nor  is  it  material,  as  my  ruaaoi: 
lett.-r  is  ti  show  the  treatment  of  prisoners. 


To  my  right 

RK;HT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 

. veiling  you  of  your  good  mastership 
that  ye  will  vouchsafe  to  speak  to  Richard 
Ko\\  veil,  that  he  might .bring  me  or  send  me 
the  money  that  is  between  him  and  me  in  all 
the  ha>te  that  lie  may,  for  in  good  faith  I  had 
n€V«  mure  need  for  to  have  help  of 
as  I  have  at  this  time,  for  God  wot 
i-i'_'ht  strange  with  me,  for  the  false  gaoler  that. 
.  Mtreateth  me  wor^e  than  it  v.  ere 
a  dog,  for  I  am  fettered  worse  than  ever  I  was. 
.-.nd  \nanac.led  on  tlie  hands  both  day  and 
night,  for  he  is  afraid  of  me  for  i 

M  maU-th  false   tales  of  me.  through 
01  of  a  false   quean  that  was  tending 
lehman  that    is  prisoner  to  • 
:d  for  because  of  that  ! 


•shipfNl  Sir  Robert  Rokesby. 

me  every  day  by  .[(.' 
that  is  gone  to  the  other   lords,  Imt  I 
God  once  to  quit  him  his  meed;   and.  Sir,  1 
thank   you  mi<-kle    f,,ni<-h)   of   that 
done  for  me  or  said,  and  Sir,  I  shall 

-i  yon.  by  the  grace  oi' 
faith  I  am   beholden  to  you  mi).. 
men     that    ever    I    found    since     1 
prison. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  I 
you  in  his  keeping. 

lly  your  servant  and 

This  letter  has  neither  place  nor  date  men 


v 


[K.lwiir.1  IV.] 
From  a  painting  on  a  board  formerly  j  re-sen  ed  in  the  Manor  House,  Soutlnuck,  Nortluni; 


E  D  W  A  B  D     IV.— 1460  TO  1483. 


LETTER    CLXII.— (I.  vol.  i.  p.  217.) 

T'nis  letter  gives  a  very  curious  and  authentic  account  of  the  bloody  battle  of  Tow-ton  (a  village  about  10  miles 
S.  W.  from  York),  fought  on  Palm  Sunday,  the  29th  of  March,  1461 ;  within  a  month  after  Edward's  possess- 
ing himself  of  the  crown,  and  upon  the  fate  of  which  his  future  hopes  of  retaining  it  depended.  The  facts 
here  related  are  those  sent  by  the  kinsr  himself  to  his  mother  Cecily  Duchess  of  York,  widow  of  Richard 
Duke  of  York,  daughter  to  Ralph  Nevile,  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

To  my  master,  John  Paston,  in  haste. 


PLEASE  you  to  know  and  weet  of  such 
tidings  as  my  Lady  of  York  hath  by  a  letter 
of  credence  under  the  sign-manual  of  our 
sovereign  lord  King  Edward;  which  letter 
came  unto  our  said  lady  this  same  day 
Eastern  even1  at  xj  o'clock,  and  was  seen  and 
read  by  me,  William  Paston. 

First,  our  sovereign  lord  hath  won  the 
field;  and  upon  the  Monday  next  after 
Palm  Sunday'2  he  was  received  into  York 
with  great  solemnity  and  processions.  And 
the  mayor  and  commons  of  the  said  city 
made  their  means  to  have  grace  by  Lord 
Montagu3  and  Lord  Berners, 4  which,  before 
the  king's  coming  into  the  said  city,  desired 
him  of  grace  for  the  said  city,  which  granted 
them  grace. 

On  the  king's  part  is  slain  Lord  Fitz- 
walter, 5  and  Lord  Scroop  6  sore  hurt ;  John 
Stafford  "•  [and]  Home  of  Kent  be  dead,  and 

1  Eastern  eve  was  this  year  on  the  4th  of  April. 

2  Palm  Sunday  fell  on  the  29th  of  March.    This 
account  therefore   from   the  king   did  not  arrive  in 
London  till  six  days  after  the  battle. 

3  John   Nevile,    Lord    Montagu,    was,    in    1164, 
created  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and,  on  his  resigna- 
tion of  that  title,  in  1470,  Marquis  of  Montagu ;  he 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Barnet  in  1471,  fighting  against 
King  Edward. 

4  Sir  John  Bourchier,  Lord  P.erners,  in  the  battle  of 
St.  Alban's,  in  1450,  fought  on  the  part  of  Henry  VI. ; 
but  after  that  time  he  and  his  family  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Yorkists :  he  died  in  1474. 

5  It  does  not  appear  from  our  baronages  that  there 
•was  at  this  time  a  Lord  Fitzwalter ;  our  historians 
however  mention  such  a  nobleman,  as  commanding  at 
Ferry  Bridge  for  Edward  IV.,  where  he  was  defeated 
and  killed  a  few  days  before  this  battle ;    and  this 
letter  confirms  the  existence  of  such  a  title. 

c  John  Lord  Scroop,  of  Bolton,  died  iu  1494., 


Humphrey  Stafford7  (and)  William  Hastyngs8 
made  knights,  with  others ;  Blount  is  knighted, 
&c. 

On  the  contrary  part,  is  dead  Lord  Clifford  a 
Lord  Nevile,  10  Lord  Welles,11  Lord  Wril- 
loughby,12  Anthony  Lord  Scales,13  Lord 
Harry,14and  by  supposition  the  Earl  of  North- 
umberland,15  Andrew  Trollop,  witli  many 
others,  gentle  and  commons,  to  the  number  of 
twenty  thousand. 

Item,  King  Harry,  the  queen,  the  prince, 
Duke  of  Somerset,16  Duke  of  Exeter,17  Lord 


7  John  Stafford  and  Humphrey  Stafford  were  both 
of  the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

8  William  Hastings  was  soon  after'  created  Lord 
Hastings,  and  in  1483  beheaded  by  the  command  of 
Richard  III. 

9  John  Lord  Clifford,  killed  at  Ferry  Bridge,  the 
day  before  the  battle  of  Towton,  was  the  man  who 
basely  stabbed  Edmund  Earl  of  Rutland,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Wakelield,  iu  December  1460. 

10  John  Lord  Nevile. 
»  Lionel  Lord  Welles. 

12  Richard  Welles,  a  son  of  Lord  Welles,  in  1455 
was   summoned  as  Lord  Willoughby  in  right  of  his 
wife,  Joanna,  heir  of  that  great  warrior  Robert  Lord 
Willoughby. 

13  Anthony  Widville,  Lord  Scales,  was  not  killed 
in  this  battle,  but  became  afterwards  Earl  Rivers,  and 
died  in  1491.     This  nobleman  and  Lord  Montagu 
must  have  been  created    lords  immediately  on  the 
accession  of  Edward  IV. 

14  Lord  Harry  : — query,  Stafford  ? 

15  Henry  Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  jointly 
commanded  with  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  was  then 
slain,  being  about  the  age  of  36  years. 

16  Henry  Beaufort,  Duke  of  Somerset,  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Hexham  in  1464,  and  beheaded 
by  order  of  Edward  IV. 

17  Henry  Holland,  Duke  of  Exeter,  took  sanctuary 
at  Westminster,  after  the  battle  of  Barnct,  in  147 1"; 
went  hence  privately  abroad,  where  he  lived  in  great 
poverty. 
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Roos  *  be  fled  into  Scotland,  and  they  I  it- 
chased  and  followed.  &c.  We  send  no  er 
\f<i/-lif f t~  unto  you  because  we  luid  none 
certain  till  now  ;  for  unto  this  day  London 
•vvus  as  sorry  city  as  might;  and  because 
Spordams  had  no  certain  tidings,  we  though! 
ye  should  take  them  a  worth  [at  their  worth~\s 
till  more  certain. 

Item,  Thorp  Waterfield  is  yielded  as  .Spor- 
dams can  t<-ll  you. 

And   Jesu  speed  you;  we  pray  you   that 
this  tidings  my  mother  may  know. 
By  your  brother. 

W.  PASTOX. 
TH.  PLAYTERS. 

London, 
Saturday.  I. 

4tli  April,  1461.  I.E.  IV. 

On  a  piece  of  paper  pinned  to  the- above 
letter,  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  noblemen 
and  knights,  and  the  number  of  so! 


slain  at   the   above    battle   • 
follow  :— 


Henry  Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland. 
Thomas  Courtney,  Earl  of  Devonshire.4 
William  Beaumont,  Viscount  Beau:, 
John  Clifford,  Lord  Clifford. 
John  Nevile,  Lord  Nevile. 
Lord  Dacre.  5 

Lord  Henry  Station!,  of  Buckingham. 
Lion.-l  Welles,  LordW, 
Antliony  Rivers,  L 
Richard  Welles,  Lord  Willoughbv. 
.Sir  Ralph  Bigot,  knight,  Lord  de  MaUej. 

Knights. 
!ph  firry. 
Sir  Richard  .1 
Sir  Harry  Bclingham. 
Sir  Andrew  Trollop,  with  twen' 
sand.0  numinTtd  liy  the  he: 


LETTER    CLXIIL— (II.  vol.  i.  p.  223.) 

From  hence  we  learn  some  further  particulars  relative  to  the  battle  of  Towtoii,  and  of  the  nroce, 
;!arlyof  the  besie^'iiiL'  of  a  place  where  Henry  VI.  was.  and  from  which  he  mi. 
away.    This  account  di tiers  from  that  iriven  by  our  historian--,  who  say  that  the  kini:,  x 
-   ''dand.     'There  seems  no  authority  for  the  tact.    Jt  is  indeed  reported  as  hearsay  only  ;   nor 
Yorkshire  with  a  name  like  "  Coroumbr,"  or  at  least  none  such  able  to  stand  a  si. 

To  my  master,  John  Pastou,  Esq. 

your  ma-tership  to  v  eet,  that  I   have    |    the  Earl  of  Wiltshire  is  tak. 


r\    in    the    matter    that    ye 
!  find  him  by  his  talking  well  dis- 
:    notwithstanding   lie  will  not  fall  to 
no  coneluMoii    to  engross  up  the  matter  till 
the    diiel'    baron    l>e    come  to    London,     and 
that     he     be     made    privy     to    the     matter; 
v.  Inch  we  look  alter  this  same  secon 
al'trr  Kaster. 

And  asfor.N'ottingha: 
to  London. 

I          .    ;.    '::•;•.    it    is  noise    > 
for  truth  of  men 


1  Thomas  IxmlHoos. 

Qtractioafor« 

>/ou  u-dvidJ] 
>s  at  this  time  Lord  Dacre, 


and  Doctor  Makeiell,  and  !>«•  In-ought  to  the 
king  at  York.      Masf   \Vili 
with  a  man  that  saw  them. 

John  I>orceVr"and  Christopher H.. 
that  Harry  the  ^'Ith  is  in  a  place  in  Yuri 

hath,  or  much    !:' 

'.  ,111(1   ilive'  -  i  . 

thumberland  an  I  them  toge- 

(fykt9    \\  itli  the 

.  th-  Sixth  : 


i  me  of] 


>  men  out  of  AOOO  seem*  an  exaj;- 
.ment.] 
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away  at  a  little  postern  on  the  back  side;  at 
which  byker  be  slain  tour  thousand  men  of 
the  north,  Sir  Robert  of  Ocle  (q.  if  Ogle?), 
and  Conyers  lyeth  the  siege  on  our  side,  and 
they  it  is  that  have  done  this  act.  Some 
say  the  queen,  Somerset,  and  the  prince  should 
be  there.  Item,  it  is  talked  now  for  truth  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland1  is  dead.  Item, 
the  Earl  of  Devonshire  is  dead  justly.  Item, 
my  Lord  Chancellor'2  is  to  York.  Item, 
the  king  and  the  lords  come  not  here  before 
Whitsuntide3  as  it  is  said. 

Item,    Sir,    soon  upon    the   chief   baron's 
coming  I  shall  send  you  a  letter  with  God's 


grace,  who  preserve  you,  and  have  you  in  his 
blessed  keeping.  Your 

THOMAS  PLAYTERS.  4 


London,  Saturday,  18th  of  April,  1461.   I.E.  IV. 

At  Cockermouth  was  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire 
taken,  and  these  other  doctors.  Item,  some 
men  talk  Lord  W'elles,  Lord  Willoughby, 
and  Scales  be  on  live  (alive). 

Item,  Sir  Robert  Yeer  is  slain  in  Cornwall, 
as  it  is  took  for  truth. 


LETTER  CLXIV.— (I.  vol.  iv.  p.  3.) 

We  have  here  a  most  curious  account  of  the  difficulties  started,  and  the  delays  craved,  in  a  suit  at  law,  and  we 
might  easily  mistake  this  for  a  modern  letter  from  a  solicitor  to  his  client.  It  shows  us  likewise  that  the 
difference  of  manners  nearly  four  hundred  years  ago  and  at  present  is  not  so  great  as  we  are  too  apt  to  think  it . 

To  my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  John  Paston,  Esq.,  or  to  my  mistress  his  wife. 


AFTER  my  most  special  recommendation,  like 
your  mastership  (to)  weet  that  the  matter  for 
you  and  my  mistress  your  mother  against 
Powtrell  and  Tanfield  hath  been  called  upon 
as  diligently  and  as  hastily  this  term  as  it 
might  be,  and  alway  days  given  them  by  the 
court  to  answer:  and  then  they  took  small 
exceptions  and  trifled  forth  the  court;  and 
alway  excused  them  because  the  bill  is  long, 
and  his  counsel  had  no  leisure  to  see  it;  and 
they  prayed  hearing  of  the  testament  of  my 
master  your  father,5  and  thereof  made  another 
matter,  and  argued  it  to  put  them  from  it, 
because  they  had  emparled6  to  us  (craved 
respite  of  us)  before ;  and  then  Hillingworth, 
to  drive  it  over  this  term,  alleged  variance 
betwixt  the  bill  and  the  testament,  that  John 


1  By  this  account  it  appears  that  the  Earl  of  North- 
umberland was  not    slain  in  the  battle,  but  died  of 
his  wounds  some  days  after. 

2  George   Nevile,    Bishop  of    Exeter,  and    Lord 
Chancellor. 

3  Whitsunday,  20th  of  May. 

4  Thomas  Playters  was  of  a   good  family  in  the 
counties   of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,    and  at  this  time 
seems  to  have  been  an  attendant  about  the  court.     In 
1623    the   family  was    honoured   with   the  title  of 
baronet. 

5  Sir  William  Paston,  the  judge,  who  died  in  1444. 

6  [Emparled  is  the  licence  or  privilege  of  a  defend- 
ant, granted  on  motion,  to  have  delay  of  trial,  to  see 

VOL  I. 


Damme  was  named  in  the  testament  Joh 
Dawme,?  in  which  case  now  the  court  must 
have  sight  of  the  said  testament,  wherefore  ye 
must  send  it  up  the  beginning  of  the  next 
term,  or  else  we  shall  have  no  speed  in  the 
matter.  And  therefore,  mistress,  if  my  mas- 
ter be  not  come  home,  and  ye  have  not  the 
said  testament  in  your  keeping,  that  then  it 
please  you  to  speak  unto  my  mistress  your 
mother-in-law8  for  the  said  testament,  that  I 
might  readily  have  it  here,  and  that  it  be 
sealed  in  a  box  and  sent  to  me,  and  I  shall 
keep  it  safe  with  God's  grace. 

And  as  for  tidings  in  good  faith  we  have 
none,  save  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire's9  head  is  set 
on  London  Bridge. 

Master  William  (Paston)  is  ridden  him  to 

if  he  cau  settle  the  matter  amicably  by  talking  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  thus  to  determine  what  answer  he  shall 
make  to  the  plaintiff's  action.] 

7  [This  is  a  most  curious  objection  to  have  made 
at  a  time  when  the  orthography  of  the  language  was 
wholly  unsettled,  and  when  proper  names  were  di- 
versely written,  even  by  their  owners.     In  the  ori- 
ginals'of  these  letters  variations  arc  constantly  occur- 
ring.] 

8  Dame  Agnes  Paston,  the  widow  of  the  jud"-e. 

9  James  Butler,   Earl  of  Wiltshire  and  Ormond, 
was  taken  at  the  battle  of  Towton,  and  soon  after- 
wards  beheaded.    He  had  been  twice  Lord  High 
Treasurer. 


1,10 
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my  mistress  Poyning.«.  and  as  for  blaster 
Poynings  himself,  she  letteth  as  though  she 
wist  not  where  he  wen-. 

A  gentleman  that  came  from  York  told  me 
my  master  was  heyl  (healthy)  and  merry,  and 
rode  to  meet  the  king  coining  l  from  Middle- 
ham  castle. 

Berwick  2  is  full  of  Scots,  and  we  look  by 


likelihood  after  another  battle  now   betwixt 
Scots  and  us. 

And  I  jiray  Jesu  have  you  in  his  blesssed 
keeping. 

Your 

THOMAS  PLAYT; 
April,  1461. 
1  K.  IV. 


LETTER  CLXV.— (III.  vol.  i.  p.  227.) 

This  letter,  without  cither  (late,  name  or  direction,  we  may  discover,  from  the  contents,  was  written  by  one  of 
John  Paston's  sons,  soon  after  the  accession  of  Edward  I V.  to  the  throne  :  and  gives  a  curiou- 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  at  this  important  period.    The  reason  for  tl 
address  was,  lest  some  one  of  the  Lancastrian  party  should  get  possession  of  the  letter,  and  so  dix-over  the 
sentiments  of  the  Fastens  respecting  public  afi'airs. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  and  let  you  weet, 
that  notwithstanding  tidings  come  down  as  ye 
know  that  people  should  not  come  up  till  they 
were  sent  for,  but  to  be  ready  at  all  times; 
this  notwithstanding,  most  people  out  of  this 
country  have  taken  wages,  saying,  they  will 
go  up  to  London  ;  but  they  have  no  captain  nor 
ruler  assigned  by  the  commissioners  to  await. 
upon,  and  so  they  straggle  about  by  them- 
selves, and,  bylikeliness,  are  not  like  to  come 
at  London  half  of  them  ;  and  men  that  come 
from  London  say  lliere  have  not  passed  Thet- 
ford  not  passing  400;  and  yet  1  he  towns  and 
the  country  that  have  waged  [Aired3]  them 
shall  think  they  lie  discharged;  and  therefore 
if  these  lords  above  wait  after  more  people  in 
this  country,  by  likeliness  it  will  not  be  easy 
to  get  without  a  new  commission  and  warning. 
and  yet  it  will  be  thought  right  strange  of 
them  that  have  waged  people,  to  wage  any 
more,  for  every  town  hath  waged,  and  sent 
"forth,  and  are  ready  to  send  forth,  as  many 
as  they  did  when  the  king  sent  for  them 
before  the  Held  at  Ludhnv  ;4  anil  they  that 
are  not  gone  be  going  in  the  same  Conn. 

shrey,  d  rule  toAvard  in  this 


1  This  shows  that  the  kin-,'  VMS  not  yet  returned 
out  of  Yorkshire  to  [..mil,,  :  Tow- 

ton. 

'-'  Henry  VI.  and  his  queen  after  the  '. 
\ick,  and  from  thei 

:  translates  •], 

4  Hattle  at  Mortimer's  Cross  nenr   Ludlow.  2nd  of 
Aeeu  I'd    »rd,  then  DnkeufYork. 
and  the  l.auca-tria;. 

ited.     Henry  VI.  was  then  in  London, 
under  the  direction  of  the"  Karl  of  Warwick. 


country,  for  there  was  a  certain  person  forth- 
with after  the  journey  at  Wakelields  gathered 
fellowship  to  have  murdered  John  Damme, 
as  is  said. 

And  also  there  is  at  the  castle  of  Rising,6 
and  in  other  two  places,  made  great  gatK, 
of  people  and  hiring  of  harness.  ;ind  it  is  well 
understood  they  be  not  to  the  king  ward,  but 
rather  the  contrary,  and  f r  to  rob. 

Wherefore  my  father7  is  in  a  doubt  whether 
he  shall  send  my  brother  up  or  not.  for  he 
would  have  his  own  men  about  him  if 
.were  here  :  but.  notwithstanding  he  wili 
up  Dawbeney  his  spear  and  bows  with  him: 
as  Stapleton8  and   Calthorp  or  other  men  of 
worship  of  this  country  agree  to  do:    u 
fore  demean   you   in   doing  of  your   ei rands 
thereafter;  and  if  y*  shall  br'm._-  any  m< 
from    the  lords,    take    writin-.    for    D. 

not    veiily    believed    because    he 
brought  in  v. 

Item,    this  country  would  fain    • 

f  an  opinion  COO 

to  the  king  and  his  council,  if  tl;, 
authority  from  the  king  to  <!• 

Item,  my  l>ro!.  'iiouth  for 

to  let    brib,  K  t'ul 

have  F  •  -v 

of    \\.irv.ick.   and    belong   nothii 
ward. 

i;r,i.  l  r..  IV. 

•i.-ld,  wherein   Hichnrd  Hi 

•  or  and  venerable  ruin. 
'  Johi  :  lu-di.il  in 

i'uout  1466. 
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LETTER  CLXVL— (IV.  vol.  i.  p.  231.) 

By  this  account  it  appears  that  Lord  Montagu  must  have  marched  very  soon  after  the  battle  of  Towton  to  the 
siege  of  Carlisle  ;  but  our  historians  are  silent  on  this  subject.  J.  Paston  does  not  appear  to  have  beeu 
knighted  at  the  coronation,  John  Markham  and  William  Yelverton  were  called  to  the  degree  of  Serjeants, 
in  1440,  and  in  1444  both  made  judges;  the  former  succeeded  as  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  in  1462. 
Below  the  direction  of  this  letter,  and  in  a  more  modern  hand,  is  written,  "  J.  Paston.  wh  others  imbilled 
to  be  made  knights  at  the  coronation  of  E.  yc  iiijtV 

To  my  right  good  master,  John  Paston,  in  all  haste. 


AFTER  my  most  special  recommendation, 
please  your  mastership  weet;  the  king,  be- 
cause of  the  siege  of  Carlisle,  changed  his 
day  of  coronation  to  be  upon  the  Sunday  next 
after  Saint  John  Baptist,  to  the  intent  to 
speed  him  northward  in  all  haste.  And  how 
be  it,  blessed  be  God,  that  he  hath  now  good 
tidings  that  Lord  Montagu  hath  broken  the 
siege,  and  slain  of  Scots  six  thousand,  and  two 
knights,  whereof  Lord  Clifford's  brother  is 
one,  yet  notwithstanding  he  will  be  crowned 
the  said  Sunday. 

Arid  John  Jenney  informed  me,  and  as  I 
have  verily  learned  sithen  (since}  ye  are  in- 
billed  to  be  made  a  knight  at  this  coronation; 
whether  ye  have  understanding  beforehand, 
I  wot  not;  but  and  it  like  you  to  take  the 
worship  upon  you,  considering  the  comfort- 
able tidings  aforesaid,  and  for  the  gladness 
and  pleasure  of  all  your  well-willers,  and  to 
the  pine  and  discomfort  of  all  your  ill-willers, 
it  were  time  your  gear  necessary  on  that  behalf 


were  purveyed  for:  and  also  ye  had  need 
hight1  you  (come)  to  London,  for  as  I  conceive 
the  knights  should  be  made  upon  the  Saturday 
before  the  coronation.  And  as  much  as  may 
be  purveyed  for  you  in  secret  wise  without 
cost  I  shall  bespeak  for  you,  if  need  be,  against 
your  coming,  in  trust  of  the  best ;  neverthe- 
less if  ye  be  disposed,  ye  had  need  send  a  man 
before  in  all  haste,  that  nothing  be  to  seek. 
William  Calthorp  is  inbilled,  and  Yelverton 
is  inbilled,  which  caused  Markham  ;  because 
Yelverton  looked  to  have  been  chief  judge, 
and  Markham  thinketh  to  please  him  thus. 
And  as  for  the  matter  against  Poritrell,2  we  can 
no  farther  proceed  till  we  have  my  master 
your  father's  testament ;  I  sent  my  mistress  a 
letter  for  it.  No  more,  but  I  pray  Almighty 
Jesu  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Your  THOMAS  PLAYTERS. 

London, 

May  or  June,  1461. 
1  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXVII.— (II.  vol.  iv.  p.  7.) 

In  Letter  L.  we  have  seen  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  reported  that  Sir  John  Fastolf  had  given  him  Caister  :  we 
find  he  has  now  asserted  his  claim,  and  seems  to  be  in  possession  :  and  though  this  letter  contains  nothing 
very  curious,  yet  as  it  relates  to  Caister  and  to  the  possession  of  that  estate,  it  was  proper  to  give  it  to  the 
reader,  as  it  leads  to  a  previous  knowledge  of  circumstances,  which  a  few  years  after  brought  on  the  regular 
siege  of  that  place,  the  account  of  which  is  both  remarkable  and  curious.  It  seems  by  this  letter  that  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  was  at  this  time  keeping  his  secret  house  at  the  lodge,  where  the  writer  of  this  letter  was  not 
permitted  to  speak  with  him.  The  order  for  the  establishment  of  the  secret  house  is  given  in  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland's  Household-Book,  where  it  is  said  that  "  at  certain  times  of  the  year  the  nobility  retired  from 
their  principal  mansion  to  some  little  adjoining  lodge  ;  where  they  lived  private,  no  longer  kept  open  house, 
but  put  their  servants  to  board-wages,  dismissed  part  of  them  to  go  to  their  friends,  and  only  retained  a  few 
of  the  most  necessary  about  their  person."  Edward  IV.  was  crowned  on  Monday  the  29th  of  June,  1461 ;  and 
from  the  mention  of  his  coronation  the  exact  date  of  this  letter  is  ascertained.  Corpus  Christi  day  is  the 
Thursday  after  the  octave  of  Whitsunday. 

To  my  right  reverend  and  tvorshlpful  master,  my  master  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  master,  I 
lowly  recommend  me  unto  your  good  master- 
ship, pleaseth  you  to  weet  that  I  have  been 
at  Framlingham,  and  spake  (with}  Richard 
Southwell  to  have  his  advice  in  this  matter, 
wherein  he  would  give  me  but  little  counsel, 


and  said  ye  were  strangely  disposed,  for  ye 

1  [There  is  no  authority,  we  believe,  for  this  transla- 
tion of  higlif,  although  it  here  appears  to   be  the 
meaning.     The  original  may  probably  have   been 
pight,  to  place  or  make  ready.] 
'2  [Powtrell  in  a  previous  letter.] 
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trusted  no  man;  and  had  much  language 
which  the  bearer  hereof  shall  inform  your 
mastership. 

And  as  for  the  letters,  they  were  delivered 
my  lord  at  the  lodge,  hut  I  could  not  speak 
with  his  lordship,  and  such  time  as  they  were 
delivered  Fitzwilliam  was  there,  which  is  now 
keeper  of  Caister,  and  what  time  as  (when) 
my  lord  had  seen  the  letters,  he  commanded 
him  to  avoid  [leave],  and  so  he  did  ;  and  then 
my  lord  sent  for  Southwell,  and  in  the  mean 
time  my  lord  sent  a  man  to  me  and  asked 
me  where  ye  were,  and  I  told  him  ye  were 
with  flu- kin.::,  and  so  he  sent  me  word  that  an 
answer  should  be  made  by  Southwell  to  the 
king,  saying  that  two  or  three  heirs  had  been 
witli  my  lord  and  showed  their  evidence,  and 
delivered  it  to  my  lord,  saying  they  have  great 
wrong,  beseeching  my  lord  that  it  might  be 
reformed  ;  wherefore  he  commanded  me  that 
I  should  go  home,  for  other  answer  could  I 
none  have;  so  I  abode  (waited)  upon  South- 
well to  have  known  my  lord's  answer  to  the 
king,  which  answer  Southwell  told  me  was, 
that  he  writetli  to  the  king  that  certain  points 
>ur  letters  be  untrue,  and  that  he  shall 
prove  (at)  such  time  as  he  cometh  before  the 
k!nnr,  beseeching  the  king  to  take  it  to  no  dis- 
pleasure, for  he  is  advised  to  keep  it  still  unto 
the  time  that  he  hath  spoken  with  his  high- 
ness, for  he  trusteth  to  God  to  show  such  evi- 
dence to  the  king  and  to  the  lords  that  he 
should  have  best  right  and  title  thereto ;  and 
so  he  sent  a  man  forth  to  the  king  this  day ; 
it  were  right  well  done  ye  awaited  upon  his 
man  coming,  that  ye  might  know  the  ready 
intent  of  my  lord's  writing. 


Bartholomew  Ellis  hath  been  with  my 
lord,  and  made  a  release  to  my  lord ;  and 
Sir  William  Chamberlaine  was  there  two 
days  before  I  came  thither,  I  can  think  tor 
the  same  matter ;  and  Thomas  Fastolf  was 
there  the  same  time  that  I  was  there,  and  as  I 
am  informed  they  have  delivered  my  lord 
certain  evidence ;  wherefore  me  seemeth  it 
were  right  well  done,  saving  your  better 
:  advice,  to  come  home  and  seal  up  your  evi- 
!  dence,  and  have  them  with  you  to  London, 

I    to  prove  his  title  nought.     There  be  but  two 
or  three  men  within  the  place,  and  if  ye  think 

|    it  best  to  do  it  send  word,  anil  I  sup; 

I    remedy  shall  be  had. 

Also,  I  hear  no  word  of  Master  William, 
nor  of  the  writs  for  the  parliament.     Also  it 
is  told  here  that  Todenham  and  Heydon 
a  pardon  of  the  king,  and  that  they  shall 
up  to  London  with  the  Lady  of  Suffolk  t 
coronation;  also  as  for  the  letter  that  y< 
to  Thomas  Wingfield,  I  have  it  still,  for 
at   London ;    some  men  say  he  moved  my 
lord  for  to  enter,  and  some  say  Fit/willi,. 
in  default,  so  I  can  see  there  is  but  few  good. 
Also   my   master  Sir   Thomas   Howes  .shall 
send  a  letter  to  the  person  ye  weet  of  for  to 
deliver  you  the  gear  at  London  the  next 
My  right  worshipful  and   reverend    m 
Almighty   God   preserve   you.     Writ; 
Norwich,  on  the  morrow  after  Corpus  (_' 
day. 

Your  poor  servant  and 

RICHARD  CALLE. 

Norwich, 

Friilav,  5th  of  June. 
1461.     IE.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXVIII.— (V.  vol.  i.  p.  233.) 

The  manners  of  the  times  Vein-;  what  I  wish  to  point  out,  this  letter  atlords  a  remarkable  iustam 

stition  of  that  age.     Holy  Innocents,  or  Childermas  day,  is  the  r.'Mh  of  DecemlxT,  a  clay  reputed  so  unlucky, 
that  during  the  year  many  ]eoplee\en  now  (this  is  ol.served  likewise  in  the  '  Sjxvtator')  will  not  1  .  . 
new  piece  of  work  on  that  day  of  tin-  week  <>u  which  it  happens.     In  the  year  1-J'iO  tl<i- 

-uuday  ;   at  that  time  the'n-t ' -re  they  must  reckon  forwards  in  the  next  year  for  the  weekly  Chi; 
•lay,  MHMdmg  as  it  happened  in  the  DiT.ember  of  the  year  preceding  ;  as  the  2«th  of  June,  in  ; 
be  00 the  MM  day  of  the  week  as  the  ^sth  of  1  leceniber  in  the  same  > ear  ;    hut  it  would  seem  that  at  this 
time  they  observed  only  the  L'^tli  day  of  every  month  as  a  Childermas  day,  and  therefore  omim 
it  tn  have  l-e.-n  either  wa> .  we  here  liud  this  pie<v  <>f  superstition  countenanced  hy  a  pries:  and  eel 

to  ;  f,>r  such  we  miist  >upi*.se  Frjar  liraklc,  the  IHTSOII  appointed  to  preach  at  M.  1'aul's  at  so  public 
A  time  as  the  day  precedin:,'  a  coronation. 

To  mi/  n</ht  u'i>i\thi)>fnl.  i/iuster.  Jufi/i  I'tixfnu.  fit  lleylesdon,  in  .\nrf»/k,  in  haste. 

«lue   nToiiiiiu-nilatii.il  hail;    ple;l«e    it        he  shall  exou.se  tlie  writ  »!'  the  parliani. 

your  mastership  to  w cot,  that  as  lor  ria\ten    |    As  touching  my  Master  Howard,  I   cannot 
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yet  speak  with  him  nor  with  Montgomery 
neither ;  but  as  for  the  day  of  the  coronation 
of  the  king,  it  shall  be  certainly  the  Monday 
next  after  Midsummer,  and  it  is  told  me  that 
ye  amongst  others  are  named  to  be  made 
knight  at  the  coronation,  &c. 

Item,  it  is  said,  that  the  coronation  done, 
the  king  will  into  the  north  part  forthwith  ; 
and  therefore  shall  not  the  parliament  hold, 
but  writs  shall  go  into  every  shire  to  give 
them  that  are  chosen  knights  of  the  shire  day 
after  Michaelmas;  this  is  told  me  by  such  as 
are  right  credible. 


Master  Brakle  shall  preach  at  Paul's  on 
Sunday  next  coming,  as  he  told  me,  and  he 
told  me,  that  for  cause  Childermas  day  fall 
on  the  Sunday,  the  coronation  shall  on  the 
Monday. 

Written  in  haste  at  London,  the  Sunday 
next,  tofore  Midsummer. 

Your  right  poor  servant, 

JAMES  GRESHAM. 

London,  Sunday,  21st  of  June, 
1461.     IE.  IV. 


LETTE  R    CLXIX.— (III.  vol.  iv.  p.  11.) 

[Common  swearing  is  stated  by  the  historians  to  have  been  very  prevalent  prior  to  and  during  this  period  ; 
but  we  have  in  these  letters  met  with  few  expressions  tending  to  oaths;  in  this  one,  however,  the  writer  first 
says  perde,  meaning  par  Dieu  ;  a  little  farther  he  writes  "by  God ;"  and  he  concludes  with  a  still  stronger 
adjuration.] 

To  my  master,  Past  on. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  mine  especial  good 
master,  I  recommend  me  to  you  with  all  my 
service,  beseeching  you  heartily,  at  the  reve- 
rence of  God,  to  help  me  now  in  the  greatest 
extremity  that  I  came  at  since  my  great  trouble 
with  Ingham. 

It  is  not  out  of  your  remembrance  how 
Twyer  in  Norfolk  vexeth  me  both  by  noise 
and  searching  mine  house  for  me,  so  that 
there  I  cannot  be  in  quiet,  and  all  that,  I  am 
verily  ascertained,  is  by  Heydon's  craft;  and 
here  in  the  king's  house  anenst  (by  means  of) 
Howard,  where  I  had  hoped  to  have  relieved 
myself,  I  am  supplanted  and  cast  out  from 
him  by  a  clamour  of  all  his  servants  at  once  ; 
and  ne  (nothing)  were,  only  that  his  disposi- 
tion accordeth  not  to  my  poor  conceit,  which 
maketh  me  to  give  less  force,  because  I  desire 
not  to  deal  there  (where)  bribery  is  like  to  be 
used,  else  by  my  truth  this  unhappy  unkind- 
ness  would  I  trow  have  killed  me. 1  I  pray 
you  at  the  reverence  of  Jesus  Christ  to  inform 

1  [The  foregoing  sentence  is  very  obscure,  but  it 
stands  thus,  without  any  explanation,  in  Fenn's  trans- 
lation, and  corresponds  with  the  original  as  he  has 
given  it.  We  are,  however,  inclined  to  think  there 
has  been  an  error  in  the  transcription,  and  that  it 
should  read  thus : — and  nothing  were  (t.  e.  there 
were  no  causes)  save  only  that  his  disposition 
accordeth  not  to  my  poor  conceit,  (t.  e.  that  his  dis- 
position, being  greedy,  accordeth  not  to  my  poor 
wit  or  reason,  which  maketh  me  to  give  less,  for 
because  I  desire,  &c.  The  use  of  the  word  for 


my  Lord  of  Warwick  of  me  ;  perde  (par 
Dieu)  I  have  done  him  service ;  I  was  with 
him  at  Northampton,  that  all  men  know,  and 
now  again  at  St.  Alban's,  that  krioweth  James 
Ratcliffe,  and  there  lost  I  twenty  pounds  worth 
horse,  harness,  and  money,  and  was  hurt  in 
divers  places.  I  pray  you  to  get  me  his  good 
lordship,  and  that  I  may  be  toward  him  in 
Norfolk  in  his  courts  holding,  or  else,  if  any- 
thing he  has  to  do ;  and  that  ye  will  get  me 
a  letter  to  Twyer  to  let  me  sit  in  rest,  for  now 
if  I  made  any  fellowship  against  Twyer, a  I 
can  have  no  colour,  now  the  sheriff  and  I  be 
out;  so  I  must  keep  me  apart,  which  I  am 
loath  to  do,  by  God,  if  I  might  better  do. 

I  beseech  you  to  send  me  your  intent  by 
the  next  man  that  come  from  you ;  I  should 
have  come  to  you,  but,  so  help  me  God,  my 
purse  may  no  farther. 

The  Trinity  preserve  you.  Written  hastily 
at  York,  &c. 

Yours,  to  his  power, 

THOMAS  DENYES. 


York,  before  July,  1461. 
lEd.VI. 


before  because    is    not   unfrequent   in   our  earlier 
writers.] 

a  [That  is,  used  any  collected  force  against  Twyer  .j 
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LETTER    CLXX.— (I V.  vol  iv.  p.  15.) 

I  think  this  letter  was  written  alw.it  tho  lio^inniii^  of  Edward  IVtli's  rcij.ni ;  but  of  that  I  cannot  be  • 
It  shows  Waryu  Herman  to  he  a  troublesome  nei,'hl>  >ur.     [Church  of  15urlin<,'ham  seems  to  ha-, 
opponent  of  the  clergy,  lor  though  his  •„•  1  and  himself  thrown  into  prison,  i  .:  lie  has 

already  done  and  said,  and  threatens  damage  to  a  greater  person  and  to  a  greater  extent  than  what  he  had 
already  inflicted.] 

To  /»y  right  worshipful  fntsband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
•  a,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your 
wekare,  praying  you  (hat  ye  will  send  me  word 
in  haste  how  ye  be  agreed  with  Witchirig- 
ham  and  Inglos  for  that  matter  that  ye  spake 
to  me  of  at  your  departing,  for  if  I  should 
purvey  either  wood  or  hay  it.  should  be  bought 
best  cheap  betwixt  this  and  Saint  Margaret's 
mass  (20//J  July},  as  it  is  told  me.  As  for 
Appleyard  he  come  not  yet  to  this  town  since 
lie  come  from  London  ;  I  have  sent,  to  Sir 
Uryse  to  let  me  have  knowledge  when  he 
cometh  to  town,  and  he  hath  promised  that  I 
shall  have  knowledge,  and  when  he  cometh 
I  shall  do  your  commandment.  My  mother 
bade  me  send  you  word  that  Waryii  Herman 
hath  daily  lislied  her  water  all  this  year,  and 
therefore  she  prayeth  you  to  do  therefore, 
while  ye  he  at  London,  as  ye  think  best. 
Church *  of  Burlingham  was  taken  and 
brought  to  the  castle  yesterday  by  the  bishop's 
men,  and  all  his  goods  be  seized  for  that  he 
oweth  to  the  bishop  :  and  the  suid  Church 
saifh,  as  lor  that  he  hath  said  of  them  that 
he  hath  appealed  before  this  time,  he  will 


avow  it,  and  abide  thereby  ;  and  saith  that  he 
will  appeal  one  that  hath  more  nobles 
they  have  all  that  he  hath  spoken  of  yet. 
that  shall  avail  the  king  more  than  thev 
all  that  he  hath  spoken  of  yet,  but  what  he  is 
he  will  not  name  till  he  know  more.     J  trow 
but  if  (unless)  there  be  the  great  labour 
against  him,  he  is  like  to  have  great  favour 
of  them  that  have  been  his  supporters ;  men 
think,  that,  have  spoken  with  him.  that    lie 
hopeth  to  have  good  help;  I  pray  God  that 
the  truth  might  be  known. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  vouch-, 
me  another  sugar-loaf,  for  my  <  1 
and  also  that  ye  will  do  m.:  „&•)  a 

girdle  for  your  daughter,  for  she  hath 
thereof.     The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his 
keepi 

AV rit ten  at  Norwich,  in  haste,  on  the  Tues- 
day next  before  Saint  Thomas's  day. 
•    Paper  is  dainty."  Yoi; 

M.\ui,AKi 

Norw  ieh,  Tuesday, 

eud  of  June  or  beginning  of  July, 

about  1461.     1  Kd. IV. 


LETTER   CLXXL— (V.  vol.  iv.  p.  19.) 

This  letter  was  written  in  the  be^inniii^  of  July  in  the  year  Hf.l,  1  E.  IV.  and  rel.v 

multitude  of  commons  must  mean  such  UiMMHHed  freehold  laodltothe  yearly  vai 
eighth  and  tenth  years  of  the  reii^i  of  I  lenry  V 1 .  acts  of  parliaments  passed  to  restrain  all  those  1 1 
kni-hts  of  the  shire  who  did  not  possess  that  property.  N:c.     See  *  II.  N  I.e.  \ii.and  1»    II.  \ 
last  sentence  i,  a  prettih  turned  eomj  liment   upon   his   in!  -ton.     It  apj 

following  letters  that  the   writer  of  this  was  murdered  a  very  few  .1  i\s  aiier  he  wrote  it,  l.\ 
interest  of  the  Ilou-e  ol    I.:uieu-trr.       The  r  .mm  ins'  te.-:imonial  seems  not  to   : 
holders,  out   to  Iv   from  the  people  ^'em-rally.     \Ve   have   tran-p..sed    this   and  the 
Kenn's  arrangement,  a-  it   i-  clear  tl.at   JJerney's  letter  was  written  after  Denyes'  deatli.     '[. 
therefore  have  Ix-en  written  before  July  10.] 

To  my  riyht /mill--  nml  worshipful  mistress,  my  Mistress  Past  on,  or  to  If  'tlliai,,  \lie  be 

absent. 

your  husband's   com!:  ;    .in.) 


Hl<;ilT  noble  and  worshipful  mistress,  I  recom- 

mend   me  to   you   with   my   poor   MTVMV,  and 

•nuch  as  I    hear  nothing  of  my  m 


1   Whom    Church    me,  .!.    or    for    what 

Offence,  does   not  npiie.ir.  though    it  seem-  t'i    i 
I'or  which  a   tine  w 
liereuse.l   in  the.-iMl-" 


though  he  •  ilient 

The  letter  is  writ;.'!: 

of  wh:  t!ie  letter  was 
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that  the  king  were  informed  of  the  demean- 
ing of  the  shire,  therefore  I  semi  to  you  a 
testimonial  which  is  made  by  a  great  assent  of 
great  multitude  of  commons  to  send  to  the 
king ;  I  pray  you  for  the  good  speed  thereof 
that  in  all  haste  possible  ye  like  to  send 
it  to  my  said  master  if  he  be  with  the  king, 
else  find  the  mean  to  send  it  to  the  king 
though  my  master  be  thence  ;  beside  further 
that  ye  vouchsafe  to  let  diligent  labour  be 
made  to  a  sufficient  number  to  asseal  for  my 
master  alone,  for  if  both  hold  not  I  would 
one  held. 

I  pray  you  that  it  like  you  to  send  for  my 
master,  William  Paston,  and  show  him  all 
this,  and  that  it  were  hasted,  for  on  the 
adversary's  part  Judas  sleepeth  not. 

Berney  promised  to  have  sent,  but  for  our 
Lord's  love  trust  not  that,  for  I  see  his  sloth 


ami  silly  labour,  which   is  no  labour,  and  I 
would  full  fain  speak  with  you,  &c. 

My  master,   your    husband,   will   perad- 
venture  blame  us  all  if  this  matter  be  not  ap- 

Elied,  for  he  may  not  of  reason  do  so  largely 
erein  by  his  might,  because  he  is  elyted 
(elected),1  as  the  commons  might  wisely  do 
with  help  of  his  favour  if  it  were  wisely 
wrought.  If  my  master  William  Paston  ride 
hastily  from  a  x  dayes  (within  ten  days)  to 
London,  I  will  with  him  if  he  send  me  word. 
The  Holy  Trinity  preserve  you. 

Written  rudely  in  haste  the  Sunday,  &c. 
Men  say,  send  a  wise  man  on  thy  errand 
and  say  little  to  him,  wherefore  I  write  briefly 
and  little. 

THOMAS  DENYES. 

Sunday, 
July,  1401.     IE.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXII.— (VI.  vol.  i.  p.  237.) 


[We  have  in  this  letter  a  very  curious  instance  of  the  tendency  to  defamation  and  exaggeration,  arising  from 
limited  publicity.  After  the  press  had  come  fully  into  operation,  such  imfounded  charges  as  are  here 
made  could  never  have  been  hazarded,  as  they  would  have  been  followed  by  instant  contradiction  and  the 
disgrace  of  the  libeller.  Fenn  remarks  :  "  Private  duelling  was  unknown  here  at  this  period,  and  long 
after ;  the  king's  licence  for  a  combat  was  necessary  to  be  obtained  ;  this  procured,  the  combat  proceeded 
publicly  ;  in  .all  matters  of  treason  the  vanquished  party  was  immediately  executed."  The  principle,  how- 
ever, avowed  in  this  letter,  seems  to  approach  very  closely  to  the  modem  practice  ;  one  party  accuses  the 
other  of  asserting  falsehoods,  and  offers  to  make  it  good  as  "  a  gentleman."] 

To  the  worshipfulJohn  Paston  t  and  William  Rokewoode,  Esq.,  and  to  overreach  (each)  of  them. 


RIGHT  worshipful  cousins,  I  recommend  me 
to  you ;  and  forasmuch  as  I  am  credibly 
informed  how  that  Sir  Myles  Stapylton, 
knight,  with  other  ill-disposed  persons,  de- 
fame and  falsely  noise  me  in  murdering  of 
Thomas  Denyes,  the  coroner;  and  how  that 
I  intend  to  make  insurrections  contrary  unto 
the  law ;  and  the  said  Stapylton  farther- 
more  noiseth  me  with  great  robberies,  in 
which  defamations  and  false  noisings  the 
said  Stapylton,  and  in  that  his  saying,  he  is 
false,  that  knoweth  God,  &c.  And  for  my 
plain  acquittal,  if  he  or  any  substantial 
gentleman  will  say  it  and  avow  it,  I  say  to  it 
contrary  ;  and  by  licence  of  the  king  to  make 
it  good  as  a  gentleman.  And  in  this  my 
plain  excuse,  I  pray  you  to  open  it  unto  the 


lords,  that  the  said  Stapylton,  &c.  make  great 
gatherings  of  the  king's  rebellions  (rebels) 
lying  in  wait  to  murder  me  ;  and  in  that  I 
may  make  open  proof.  Written  in  haste  the 
10th  day  of  July,  in  the  1st  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV. 

JOHN  BERNEY. 

Remember  to  take  a  writ  to  choose  coro- 
ners in  Norfolk. 

10th  of  July.  1461.    1  E.  IV. 

1  [Elected  does  not  appear  to  convey  a  right  mean- 
ing, as,  if  elected,  he  would  surely  have  been  able  to 
do  more  "  largely."  We  think  it  more  probably 
means  elided — -left  or  struck  out.  We  think  the 
meaning  to  be  that  if  left  out  in  the  presentation  of  the 
testimonial  to  the  king,  he  could  not  use  his  might 
so  largely  in  favour  of  the  commons  as  he  could 
otherwise  do.] 
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LETTER   CLXXIII.— (VI.  vol.  iv.  p.  21.) 

This  letter  is  undoubtedly  written  by  John  I'aston  to  his  wife  Margaret  Paston  ;  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  say 
why  he  directs  to  her  as  t<>  his  cousin.     1  suppose  from  the  late  change  of  government  he  u 

known  to  correspond  \sith  any  one,  lest  he  should  be  suspected  by  either  party;   and  as  this  !••• 
on  matters  relative  to  an  election  of  knights  of  the  shire,  he  might  be  ])articularly  careful  not  to  ! 
sentiments  known,  fearing  another  change  might  take  place,  as  the  times  were  so  unsettled.     Sir  John 
Howard  was  sherilV  of  Norfolk  and  Surt'olk  at  this  time,  though  the  under-sherifT  seems  to  have  1.. 
manager  in  these  election  disputes.     J.  Paston's  advice  concerning  the  election  seems  not  only  judicious,  but 
calculated  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  county  ;  a  thing  at  this  period  much  to  be  desired  by  the  new  king. 

To  my  cousin,  J/M/Y/WY/  Paston, 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  letting  you  weet 
that  the  under-sherifl'  doubteth  hini  of  Julm 
Beniey,  wherefore  I  pray  ye  bring  (hem  to- 
gether, and  set  tlieru  accord  [in  agreement]1 
if  ye  can,  so  that  the  said  under -sheri IV  be  sure 
that  he  shall  not  be  hurt  by  him  nor  of  his  coun- 
trymen; and  if  he  will  not,  let  him  verily 
understand  that  he  shall  be  compelled  to  find 
him  surety  of  the  peace  to  agree  on  this  head, 
and  that  shall  neither  be  profitable  nor  wor- 
shipful; and  let  him  weet  that  there  have 
been  many  complaints  of  him  by  that  knavish 
knight.  Sir  Miles  Stapylton,*  as  I  sent  you 
word  before,  but  he  shall  come  to  his  excuse 
well  enough  so  he  have  a  man's  heart,  and 
the  said  Stapylton  shall  be  understood  as  he 
is.  a  false  shrew,  and  he  and  his  wife  and 
other  have  blavered  (Iththbed  or  i>ni (••<!)  here  of 
my  kindred  in  hoder  moder  (Jnnjc/er-inugger, 
clumli'xtnielij^  but,  by  that  time  we  have 
reckoned  of  old  days  and  late  days,  mine 


shall  be  found  more  worshipful  than  his  and 
his  wife's,  or  else  I  will  not  for  his  gilt  gypcer 
purse). 

Also  tell  the  said  Beniey  that  the  sheriff  is 
in  a  doubt  whether  IK-  shall  mak«-  a  :i--\v  »•!<<•- 
lion  of  knights  of  the  shire,  because  (,f  him  and 
Grey,  wherein  it  were  better  for  him  to  have 
the  sheriff's  good  will. 

Item,  me  thinketh  for  quiet  of  the  • 
it  were  most  worshipful,  that  as  well  Beniey 
as  Grey  should  get  a  record  of  all  such  that 
might  spend  forty  shillings  a-year.  that 
at  the  day  of  election,  which  of  them  that  had 
fewest  to  give  it  up  as  reason  would.8  Written 
at  London,  on  Relick  Sunday.4 

Item,  that  ye  send  about  for  silver 
ing  to  the  old  bill  that  I  sent  y.m  from  Lynn. 
JOHN  PASTON. 

London,  Sunday, 
12th  July,  1461. 
1  E.  I\?. 


LETTER    CLXXIV.— (VII.  vol.!  v.  p.  2-5.) 

This   is  an  answer  to  the  preceding  letter,   and   is  plainly  written  by  Margaret  Paston  to  her  husband  John 
Paston.  though  it  has  no  direction  :    it  informs  him  what" she  had  done  t  iward-  executing  his  c  unr.iav 
liim  further  information.     Richard  Cheyne  was  parson  of  Little  Snoring  at  this  time,  and  John 

oHireat  Sn  irin^.  [The  setting  of  tlie  parsoii  in  tlie  stocks,  and  the  personntin_- 
to  extort  money,  are  two  curious  incident^.  The  Scotch  had  been  brought  in  b> 
probably  recci\ed  1. -tiers  of  .-ale-conduct  for  their  return.] 

to  John  Pfiston, 

write  on  Relick  Sunday  to  me.  whereupon  he 
hath  written  a  letter  to  you  and  another  bill 
to  me.  the  which  I  send  you.  He  told  the 
messenger  that  I  sent  to  him,  that  the  under- 

3  [This  seems  to  h 

return  fora  member  for  the  <•  >uir\  l.-tuecn  p, 
and  (Jrey.    John  Past  >n  s  recommendation  i- 

of  -crntiny,  probab: 
then  as  it 'is  now.] 

*   Kelick    Siindav    is    the    Sunday    following 


Margaret 

•iMMF.xn  me  to  you  ;  please  you  to  weet 
that  I  bare  tent  to  my  COUSia  Merney.  accord- 
ing to  your  desire  in  the  letter  that  ye  did 

D  translates  through.'] 

'•   Mr  Mil-,  supyltoii,  kni-ht,  of  In»ham. 
iiid     \MIS   tin-re-    biiri.-il:     his     first    \\il 
•th,    daughter    of    Sir     <i:n on    l-'.-lbri:-- 

'•ith-riiie.    ilaii-ht.-i  de    la 

1'olr,    se.-,,nd   s  ,u   t.,    th,-    I'.arl   of  Suffolk;   the 
-t  j.rob.ibly  the  lad. 
.••^l. 
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sheriff  needeth  not  to  fear  him,  nor  none  of 
his,  for  he  said,  after  the  election  was  done,  he 
spike  with  him  at  the  Grey  Friars,  and 
prayed  him  of  his  good  mastership,  and  said 
to  liim  that  he  feared  no  man  of  bodily  harm 
but  only  Twyer  and  his  fellowship. 

Item,  Sir  John  Tatersalle,  and  the  bailiff 
of  Walsingham,  and  the  constable,  hath  taken 
the  parson  of  Snoring  and  four  of  his  men, 
and  set  them  fast  in  the  stocks  on  Monday 
at  night;  and  as  it  is  said  they  should  be 
carried  up  to  the  king  in  haste,  God  defend  it 
but  they  be  chastised  as  the  law  will. 
Twyer  and  his  fellowship  beareth  a  great 
weight  of  Thomas  Denyes1  death  in  the  country 
about  Walsingham,  and  it  is  said  there,  if 
John  Osbern  had  ought  him  as  good  will  as 
he  did  before  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
Twyer  he  should  not  have  died,  for  he  might 
(have)  ruled  all  Walsingham  as  he  had  list, 
as  it  is  said. 

Item,  William  Lynys,  that  was  with  Master 
Fastolf,  and  such  other  as  he  is  with  him,  go 
fast  about,  in  the  country  and  bear  men  a  [t»] 


hand,  priests  and  other,  they  be  Scots,  and 
take  bribes  of  them  and  let  them  go  again. 
He  took  the  last  week  the  parson  of  Fritton, 
and  but  for  my  cousin  Jernyngham  the 
younger  they  would  have  led  him  forth  with 
them,  and  he  told  them  plainly  if  they  made 
any  such  doings  there,  but  (unless)  they  had 
the  letter  to  show  for  them,  they  should  have 
aley  on  their  bodies  (be  beaten)  y1  it  were  well 
done  that  they  were  met  with  betimes.  It  is 
told  me  that  the  said  William  reporteth  of 
you  as  shamefully  as  he  can  in  divers  places. 
Jesu  have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  in 
haste,  the  Wednesday  after  Relick  Sunday. 

If  the  under-sheriif  come  home  I  will  assay 
to  do  for  him  as  ye  desired  me  in  your  letter ; 
as  for  money,  I  have  sent  about,  and  I  can 
get  none  but  13s.  4d.  since  ye  went  out;  I 
will  do  my  part  to  get  more  as  hastily  as  I 
may. 

By  your  MARGARET  PASTON. 

Wednesday, 
15th  July,  1461. 
1  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXV.— (VII.  vol.  i.  p.  239.) 

It  was  certainly  incumbent  upon  the  king  to  pay  every  mark  of  attention  to  those  who  had  espoused  his 
cause,  and  helped  to  seat  him  on  the  throne,  and  to  make  them  appear  with  consequence  amongst  their  tenants 
and  dependents  as  noticed  and  rewarded  by  him  :  at  the  same  time,  it  was  certainly  a  wise  measure  in  the 
prince  to  endeavour  to  attacli  to  his  interest  as  many  as  he  could  of  those  who  had  espoused  a  contrary 
party.  This  Edward  seems  to  have  been  endeavouring  to  accomplish,  though,  if  we  may  suppose  the  writer 
of  this  letter  unbiassed,  he  began  already  to  neglect  those  who  had  served  him  in  the  most  critical  time. 

To  the  worshipful  John  Paston,  and  to  my  cousin  William  Rokewood,  Esq.  with  my  Lord  of 

Canterbury. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  praying  you  heartily  to  labour  for  that 
the  king  may  write  unto  me,  giving  me 
thanking  of  the  goodwill  and  service  that  I 
have  done  unto  him,  and  in  being  with  him 
against  his  adversaries  and  rebellions,  as  well 
in  the  north  as  in  this  country  of  Norfolk. 
And  in  that  the  king  should  please  the 
commons  in  this  country ;  for  they  grudge, 
and  say  how  that  the  king  receiveth  such  of 
this  country,  &c.  as  have  been  his  great 
enemies,  and  oppressors  of  the  commons;  and 
such  as  have  assisted  his  highness  be  not 
rewarded ;  and  it  is  to  be  considered,  or  else 
it  will  hurt,  as  me  seemeth  by  reason ;  and  in 


aid  of  this  changeable  rule  it  were  necessary 
to  move  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  by 
the  which  it  might  be  reformed,  &c.  And  in 
case  that  any  of  mine  old  enemies,  Toden- 
ham,  Stapylton,  and  Heydon,  with  their 
affinity,  labour  the  king  and  lords  unto  my 
hurt,  I  am  and  will  be  ready  to  come  to  my 
sovereign  lord  for  my  excuse,  so  that  I  may 

1  [The  original  has  "they  should  aley  on  her 
bodys."  Fenn's  interpolation  appears  unnecessary 
and  his  explanation  too  precise.  We  have  not  met 
with  the  word  atey  elsewhere  in  our  older  writers,  but 
think  it  signifies  here  the  same  as  alewe  used  by 
Spencer  and  others  for  howling,  crving  through 
suffering.] 
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conic  safe  for  unlawful  hurt  purveyed  by  my 
said  enemies.  No  more  at  this  time,  but  God 
preserve  you  in  grace.  Written  at  Witch* 
iugham,  the  IGth  day  in  the  month  of  July, 

WHcbiogbuB, 

IfHh  of  Julv,  1161. 
1  K. IV. 


iii   the   first  year   of  the   reign   of  Edwa'd. 
I  \  . 

Please  it  you  move  this  unto  my  Lords 
Canterbury,  Ely,  Norwich.1  &c. 


Tliis  letter  M-as  sealed  with  an  oval  seal  of  wax,  having  a  braid  of 
twiuc  round  it,  of  which  we  give  an  engraving. 


LETTER    CLXXVI.— (VIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  29.) 

This  is  the  letter  mentioned  by  Margaret  P;xston  in  the  previous  one  to  her  husljand.  and  explains  the beliaviour 
of  the  nnder-sheriff,  who  appears  to  have  been  in  an  opposite  interest  to  I'.eruey,  ami  in  the  party  of  the  lately 
dethroned  Kins,'  Henry.  The  other  letter  sent  by  Berney  is  No.  clxxii.  dated  the  10th  of  July,  1461.  j 

To  the  right  worshipful  John  Paston,  Esq.  in  haste. 


SIR,  I  recommend  me  to  you,  &c.  and  as  for 
my  plain  disposition  towards  the  under- 
sheriff,  I  will  him  no  bodily  hurt,  nor  (hi) 
shall  not  be  hurt  by  me,  nor  by  no  man  that 
I  may  rule;  but  the  commons  through  all 
the  shire  be  moved  against  him  for  cause  of 
his  light  demeaning  towards  them  for  this 
election  of  knights  of  the  shire  for  the  parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  suppose,  if  that  he  will,  he  may 
be  hastily  eased;  as  thus,  let  him  make 
no' ire  unto  the  said  commons  that  this  their 
election  shall  stand,  or  else  let  him  purchase 
a  new  writ,  and  let  him  make  writing  unto 


them  what  day  they  shall  come,  and  they  to 
make  a  new  election  according  unto  the  law  : 
and,  Sir,  I  pray  you  say  to  him,  that  it 
his  honesty   to   lie   upon   too*    ii 
noising  them  rebylioues  (n  rtblk, 

and  B.  (Berney}  their  captain.     No  m 
you  at  this  time,  but  I  have  sent  you  two 
lettei-s  within  this  eight  days.     Written   the 
17th   day   of  July,  in  the   1st   year  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  BERNEV. 

Friday, 
17  July,  1461."  1  K.  IV. 


LETTER  CLXXVII.— (IX.  vol.  iv.  p.  31.) 

•id  some  of  the  foregoing  letters  are  very  curious,  as  they  afford  a  strikins;  picture  of  the  tin 
•iy  the  misfortunes  ever  attendant  on  the  people  at  large  w" he n  »o  violent  a  convulsion  happens  in  the 
i.  )\i-rument  of  a  kingdom. 

To  my  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  this  letter  be  delivered  in  haste. 


KK.HT   worshipful   husband,   I    recommend 
me  to  you,  plrasr  it    you  to  weet.   that    I  am 
doired  by  Sir  John  Tatersalle  to  write  : 
fora  commission,  or  an  over  and  t.-rminer, 
for  to   be  sent   down  into   this  country 
iijion  the   parson  of  Snoring,  and    on   MI 
was  cause  of  Thomas  Denyes'  death,  and  Ibr 
many  and  great  horrible   ppbibttnMj  and  as 
for  the  costs   thereof  the   country  will   pay 

>r  they  be  sore  afraid  but  ( unless) 
-iid    death    be    rhastised,     and    tli. 

:ii«-y    are    afraid     that    more   folks 
shall  be  sen-id  in  likewise.     As  for  the  : 


:x  of  his   men   that   be   taken,   th- 
T \vyer.  and  four 

•    f,, r    to  be    sent  with  t 
king:  and  if  they  be  brought  up.  I 

..f  (iod  do   your    part   that    they  escape 
not.  hut.  that,  they  may  have  the   j 
the   law  and  as   they  have   deserv. 
committed  to    prison,  not  to   depart   till 
be   inquired  of  their  fnresaid  robbery  by  such 

1  Thomas  Bourchier  wa- 

Williain    <Jr.iv    MMic.p   of     Kly,     ;i:,d  V'altr: 
Uishop  of  Nurwich. 
•J  [7  I ;  Fcnn  in  ermr  has  so.] 
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a  commission  that  ye  can  get,  that,  the  king 
and  the  lords  may  understand  what  rule  they 
have  been  of,  not  only  for  the  murders  and 
the  robberies,  but  as  well  for  the  great  insur- 
rection that  they  were  like  a  made  (to  have 
made}  within  the  shire.  The  priests  of 
Caister  they  be  straitly  take  heed 1  at  by 
Robert  Harmerer  and  other,  so  that  the  said 
priests  may  have  nothing  out  of  their  own 
nor  of  other  men's  but  they  be  ransacked,  and 
the  place  is  watched  both  by  day  and  night ; 
the  priests  think  right  long  till  they  (have} 


tidings  from  you.  At  the  reverence  of  God 
beware  how  ye  go  and  ride,  for  it  is  told  me 
that  ye  be  threatened  of  them  that  be  naughty 
fellows,  that  hath  been  inclining  to  them 
that  hath  been  your  old  adversaries. 

The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing. Written  in  haste,  the  Saturday  next 
before  Saint  Margaret. 

By  yours, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 
Saturday, 
18th  July,  1461.     1  E.  IV. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    CLXXVIII.— (X.  vol.  iv.  p.  33.) 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  in  1401,  as  it  insinuates  a  suspicion  of  treason  against  Sir  Thomas 
Todenham,  &c.  who  was  a  faithful  Lancastrian,  and  suffered  on  the  block,  for  corresponding  with  the  late 
queen,  in  the  February  following  the  date  of  this  letter. 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir  and  my  good  master,  my  master,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered. 

Heydon,  and  ye  should  have  set  (thereto 
your  seals ;  and  if  that  Heydon  had  been  six 
hours  from  the  parliament  longer  than  he  was, 
there  had  been  granted  an  oyer  determiner 
to  have  inquired  of  them,  &c.  This  was 
told  yesterday  in  right  worshipful  audience, 
and  among  the  thriftiest  men  of  this  country ; 
arid  they  said  right  shrewdly,  for  my  Lord  of 
Norwich  hath  so  flattered  the  lay  people  as 
he  hath  ridden  about  [in]  his  visitation  that 
he  hath  their  hearts ;  wherefore  and  (j/*)  it 
please  you  to  let  me  have  knowledge  what  ye 
would  I  should  say  to  it,  where  as  I  hear  any 
such  language,  I  will  do  my  part,  and  have 
done  hitherward  as  I  have  thought  in  my 
conceits  best,  &c.  and  if  there  be  any  other 
service  that  ye  will  command  me,  I  am  and 
will  be  ready  at  your  commandment  with  the 
grace  of  God,  who  ever  have  you  in  his 
blessed  keeping.  Written  *at  Wighton  in 
haste,  on  Saint  James's  day. 

By  your  servant, 

JAMES  GLOYS. 


REVEREND  and  right  worshipful  Sir,  and  my 
good  master,  I  recommend  me  to  you ;  pray- 
ing you  to  weet  that  there  is  raised  a  slan- 
derous noise  in  this  country  upon  my  master 
Yelverton,  and  you,  and  my  master  Alyngton, 
which  I  suppose  is  done  to  bring  you  out  of 
the  conceit  of  the  people,  for  at  this  day  ye 
stand  greatly  in  the  country's  conceit. 

It  is  said  by  Heydon  and  his  disciples  that 
my  master  Yelverton,  and  ye,  and  my  master 
Alyngton,  should  have  do  (niade}  one  Sir 
Thomas  Tartyssale2  parson  of  the  east  church 
of  Warham,3  and  chaplain  to  the  Prior  of 
Walsingham,4  to  put  into  the  parliament  a 
bill  of  divers  treasons  done  by  my  Lord  of 
Norwich,5  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  and  John 

1  ["  Tak  hede"  of  the  original  is  perhaps  in- 
tended for  attached ;  or  it  may  mean  that  they  be 
"streyteley"  watched,  only  that  this  is  said  afterwards.] 

'2  [Probably  the  same  name,  though  not  the  same 
person,  as  the  Tatcrsalle  of  several  preceding  letters.] 

3  There  were  three   churches    in   the    parish    of 
Warham. 

4  Thomas  Hunt  was  admitted  prior  in  1437. 

5  Walter  Lyhart    [or  Hart,    as  he   is  named   in 
page   138,]    was  declared    Bishop  of   Norwich   by 
papal  provision  in  1446.    He  was  a  man  of  singular 
wisdom,  and,  being  of  a  peaceable  disposition,  was 
much  beloved  by  the  citizens.  In  1449  he  entertained 
King  Henry  VI.  at  his  palace  in  Norwich,  and  being 
a  man  of  great  political  abilities,  was  sent  in  the  same 
year  ambassador  into  Savoy.  He  died  on  Whitsunday, 


Wighton, 


>*lgIUOU,  ~.     _x    l     ,<  -.S 

Saturday,  25th  July,         fc*V***w  <frl<»Va 
1461.     IE.  IV.  &  6 


24th  of  May,  1472,  and  was  buried  directly  before 
the  rood  loft  in  his  own  cathedral. 
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LETTE  R   CLXXIX.— (XI.  vol.  iv.  p.  37.) 

This  letter  is  not  the  only  OIK;  from  John  Paston,  to  his  wife,  which  is  directed  to  his  cousin  Margaret  Paston. 
He  had  therefore.  I   suppo-e,  at  this  time  some  particular  reasons  for  concealing  his  conv 
raight  be  either  for  .some  public  reason  on  the  late  change  of  government,  or  lor  some  privat. 
own  affairs.    John   Berney  was  the  second  son  of  John  Berney,  Ksq. of  Recdham.  and  inherited  from  his 
lather  estates  in  Witchingham ;  he  was  uncle  to  Margaret  Paston,  and  died  in  July  1461.     His  w.>rth  in 
money  and  plat.-  ira* considerable  for  that  age,  and  the  caution  which  was  taken  in  those  unsettl"d  • 
conceal  property  Is  worthy  observation.     As  Thomas  Holler  was  become ,  by  the  decease  of  John  I 
the  only  person  who  had  knowledge  of  some  of  his  property,  the  desire  which  Paston  expresses  that  his  wife: 
should  first  get  information,  and  then  acquaint  him  with  his  friend's  death,  seems  to  insinuate  doubts  of  his 
hoensty  respecting  the  goods,  &c.  The  hint,  too.that  he  has  a  written  account  of  them,  any  implies  the  .-a mo 
suspicion. 

To  my  worshipful  cousin,  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


J  RECOMMEND  me  unto  you,  letting  you  weet 
that  your  uncle  John  Berney  is  dead,  (o«) 
whose  soul  God  have  mercy  !  desiring  you  to 
send  for  Thomas  Holler,  and  inquire  of  him 
where  his  good  is,  and  what  he  is  worth,  and 
that,  he  take  good  heed  to  all  such  goods  as 
he  had,  both  moveable  arid  unmoveable,  for 
I  understand  that  lie  is  worth  in  money  five 
hundred  marks  (333/.  6*.  8rf.)  and  in  plate 
to  the  value  of  other  five  hundred  marks, 
beside  other  goods ;  wherefore  I  would  ye 
should  not  let  him  weet  of  his  decease  unto 
the  time  that  ye  had  inquired  of  the  said 
Thomas  Holler  of  all  such  matters  as  be 
above  written;  and  when  he  hath  informed 
you  thereof,  then  let  him  weet  verily  that  he 
is  dead,  desiriutr  him  that  no  man  come  into 
his  place  at  Reedham  but  himself,  unto  the 
time  that  I  come. 

Item,  I  let  you  weet  that  great  part  of  his 


good  is  at  William  Taverner's  as  I  understand. 
Thomas  Holler  will  tell  you  justly  the  truth 
as  I  suppose,  and  desire  him  on  my  behalf 
that  he  do  so,  and  there   is  writing  tli. 
and  tell  Thomas   Holler   that   I  and    1 
executors  named,  and  therefore  let  him  take 
heed  that  the  goods  be  kept  safe,  and  that  no- 
body know  where  it   shall    lie  but   ye    and 
Thomas  Holler;  and  Thomar  Holler,  as  your 
uncle  told  me,  is  privy  where  all  his 
lieth,  and  all  his  writings;  and  so  I  will  that 
ye  be  privy  to  the  same  for  casualty  of  death, 
and  ye  two  shall  be  his  executors  for  me  as 
long  as  ye  do  truly,  as  I  trow  verily  ye  will. 
Written  at  London  the  28th  day  of  July. 

I  require  you  be  of  good  comfort,  and  be 
not  heavy  [*/»«?]  if  ye  will  do  aught  for  me. 

Your  JOHN  PASTON. 
London,  Tuesday, 
28th  July,  1461.     1  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CLXXX.— (XII.vol.  iv.  p.  39.) 

e  have  here  an  instance  of  the  tumultuous  and  desperate  manner  in  which  distresses  were  made;  in  this 

•  •<irn  seems   to   have  been   the  object.     It  appears  that  another  entry  of  the  same  kind  u  is  intended. 

not  said  which  of  his  sons  J.  Paston  had  sent.       In  CM- -s  <>!'  disputed  right,  which  this  a; 

lieen,  force  is  yet  frequently  used  on  both  sides,  as  the  rei.lie-t  means  of  trjing  the  riijht  leuallj  .  alth  niL'h 
only  incid'-ntaily.  upon  the  question  of  as.sault  or  riot.     The  levy  would  appear  to  have   )„• 
the  crops,  but  "  Blake  had  lioom  the  corn"  before  the  21th  of  August,  a  rather  early  h  . 

To  my  H'orsfiijiful  and  right  yood  iiituit<->\  John  I*ust<in,  Esq. 


"vVoHsim-Fri.  Sir,  and  my  right  good  n. 
1  ren.nimeiid  mi-  t<>  ymi.  ami  lirartily  I  thank 
your  irood   mastership  that  yc    liked   to   send 
.aster  your  sou   to  Sporle  with  such  fel- 
lowship as  ye  did,  for  whi'-h  I  am  ever  hound 
.   praying  you  of  your  good 
continuance. 

LUte,  why    I    came   not  was  this, 


I  was  fallen  sick  with  an  axis1    (ti<;-,-s\  .  and 
truly  that    caused  me  that   I   and   my  fellow- 
ship tarried,  ;iinl  so  liecaiiM' 1!  |  n)y 
la-ly  to  write  a  special  letter  to  my  I. 
hut   for    all    that    Blake  hath  home    the 


1  An  axes,  or  access,  from  the  French  u 
ni'vtn-.  the  tit  OJ  ,nd  in  thi; 

-t  probably  may  be  r->iisid. 
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Ill 


in  my  Lady  of  Suffolk's  name  ;  and  the  cause 
why  I  sent  no  word  of  my  sickness  was  that 
I  would  not  mine  enemy  should  be  rejoiced 
by  the  knowledge  of  my  sickness,  so  God 
help  me;  the  fellowship  that  was  ready  to 
go  was  right  sorry  that  they  might  not  go 
farther  with  me,  and  my  lord's  and  my 
lady's1  will  was  that  they  should  have  gone 
farther,  but  if  I  had  been  hele  (well)  and  not 
sick,  there  should  have  come  a  worshipful 
fellowship  out  of  Suffolk  of  so  little  warning, 
but  truly  I  lay  sick  at  Ipswich  of  the  access 
both  Sunday  and  Monday ;  but,  Sir,  since 
ye  have  showed  me  so  kindly  your  good 


mastership,  I  pray  you  I  may  have  your  fel- 
lowship ready  at  another  time  to  help  to 
execute  a  commission  touching  Blake,  and 
that  they  may  be  ready  within  two  days 
after  ye  have  warning ;  and,  Sir,  my  service 
is  ready  to  you  at  all  times,  as  ye  show  me 
great  cause  to  do  you  service. 

Written  at  Thelverton,  the  Wednesday 
next  before  St.  Bartholomew's  day  (2M  of 
August)  in  haste. 

Your  servant, 

WILLIAM  JENNEY/- 
Thelverton,  Wednesday, 

August,  1461  or  1462.     1  or  2  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CLXXXL— (XIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  43.) 

This  loiter  was  written  whilst  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  in  the  North  Marches,  endeavouring  to  manage  matters 
with  regard  to  the  Scots.  He  went  thither  soon  after  the  coronation,  and  before  the  king  had  called  a  par- 
liament. What  the  matter  was  in  which  J.  Paston  had  been  so  strangely  treated  does  not  appear.  The 
account  of  his  son  is  curious,  and  shows  us  that  in  that  remote  age  money  was  in  a  certain  degree  as  neces- 
sary as  it  would  be  now,  for  the  bringing  a  young  gentleman  properly  forward  amongst  his  equals.  It 
appears  from  several  of  these  letters  that  J.  Paston  kept  his  children  rather  too  strait  for  a  man  of  his  birth 
and  fortune. 

To  my  right  worshipful  and  reverend  master,  John  Paston,  at  Norwich. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  arid  my  right  honour- 
able master,  I  recommend  me  lowly  to  you ; 
and  please  your  mastership  to  weet  that  my 
master  Clement  your  brother  and  Playters 
wrote  a  letter  to  my  master  your  son  yester- 
day, the  tenor  of  which  was  how  ye  were 
entreated  there,  and  as  ye  desired  me,  so  I 
informed  them  the  matter  along,  for  they  wist 
not  of  it  till  I  told  them,  and  they  wrote  the 
more  pleynerly  \_fnlly~\ 3  inasmuch  as  a  wor- 
shipful man  rode  the  same  day,  and  bare  the 
letter  to  my  said  master  your  son.4 

The  Lord  Bourchier  is  with  the  king,  and 
my  Lord  Warwick  still  in  the  north,  &c. 

Item,  Sir,  this  day  came  one  John  Wayn- 
fleet  from  the  king  straitway,  and  he  is  of 
mine  acquaintance :  and  he  told  me  there 
was  no  voice  nor  speaking  about  the  king  of 

1  I  suppose  these  mean  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Norfolk. 

2  William  Jenney,  of  Knotishall,  in  Suffolk,  was 
an  eminent  lawyer,  and  in  1477  was  made  a  judge  of 
the  King's  Bench :  he  died  in  1483.  aged  above  sixty 
years.     I  believe  this  letter  was  written  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.    On  the  back  is 
written,  in   an  ancient  hand,  "A  friendly  1're   of 
W.  Jenney,  who  after  became  a  mortal  enemye." 

3  [Fenn   translates  "  plainer! y  "  (•plainly)      It  is 
apparently  fro  m  the  French  plein.] 


that  matter,  and  I  told  him  all  the  matter 
along  how  ye  were  entreated,  which  he  will  put 
in  remembrance  in  any  place  that  he  cometh 
in  in  Suffolk  or  Essex  as  he  goeth  homewards, 
for  lie  oweth  no  good-will  to  your  adversary. 
And  the  said  Waynfleet  told  me  that  he 
knoweth  for  certain  the  king  cometh  not  into 
Norfolk  till  he  hath  been  upon  the  marches 
of  Wales,  and  so  there  is  no  certainty  of  his 
coming  this  many  days ;  he  told  me  he  left 
the  king  with  a  small  fellowship  about  him. 

And  I  inquired  (of)  him  of  the  guiding  of 
my  master  your  son,  which  he  commended 
greatly,  and  said  that  he  stood  well  in  con- 
ceit, and  daily  should  increase;  and  he  was 
well  in  acquaintance  and  beloved  with  gen- 
tlemen about  the  king;  but  he  said  there 
shall  nothing  hurt  him  but  your  straitness  of 

4  [This  is  a  curious  exemplification  of  the  evils 
arising  from  uncertain  means  of  communication.  It 
would  appear  from  this  that  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
as  far  as  regarded  matters  of  importance,  must  depend 
much  upon  the  trust-worthiness  of  the  messenger. 


Here,  as  the  messenger  was  "a  w'rchypfull  man," 
the   letter  was  written  "more  pleynerly"   than  it 
"  The : 


more 

would  otherwise  have  been.  "  The  matter  in  which 
J.  Paston,  had  been  so  strangely  treated,"  was  proba- 
bly the  quarrel  with  Howard's  men,  alluded  to  by  his 
sou  in  Letter  clxxxii.] 
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money  to  him,  for  without  he  have  money 
in  his  purse,  so  as  he  may  reasonably  spend 
among  them,  else  they  will  not  set  by  him ; 
juid  there  be  gentlemen's  sons  of  less  reputation, 
that  hath  money  more  liberal  ten  times  than 
he  hath  ;  and  so  in  that  the  said  Wayntteet 
said  it  were  full  necessary  for  you  to  remem- 
ber, &c. 

As  for  tidings  here  be  none  new,  &c.  I 
trust  I  shall  bring  you  a  letter  from  my 
master  your  son,  or  than  (wAe«)  I  come,  for 
which  I  shall  rather  than  fail  abide  one  day 

London,  Sunday, 
23  August,  14C1.   IE.  IV. 


the  longer;   and  Jesu  have   you,   my  right 
honourable  master,  in  his  merciful  govern 
and  preserve  you   from  adversity.     \V 
at  London  on  St.  Bartholomew's  even. 

I  can  speak  with  no  man  but  that  think  the 
guiding  of  your  adversary  hath  been  in  n 
causes  right  strange,  and,  as  it  is  sup; 
that  he  shall  understand  at  the  parliament 
for  God's  sake  have  men  enough  about  you, 
for  ye  understand  his  unmannerly  >: 

Your  beadsman  and  servant, 
JOHN  R> 


LETTER    CLXXXII.— (XIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  47.) 

Tliis  is  a  most  curious  letter,  and  exhibits  an  undisguised  picture  of  great  men  iu  the  fifteenth  century.  J. 
Paston  shows  himself  a  persevering  advocate,  and  my  Lord  of  Essex  a  true  courtier.  He  at  last  i: 
the  business  to  the  king,  and  informs  J.  Paston  of  the  king's  conversation  on  the  subject,  which  certainly 
redounds  much  to  his  majesty's  honour.  The  hint  from  Berners,  my  Lord  Treasurer's  man,  is  cleverly  intro- 
duced, and  the  manner  of  making  the  compliment  to  the  Earl  of  Essex  is  ingeniously  contrived,  and  shows 
Bemers  to  be  one  who  understood  his  business  well.  lie  was  most  probably  a  relati  >n  of  the  Earl's  family, 

brother,  John  Bourchier,  married  Margery,,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Bemers,  of  West  I ! 
in  Surrey. 

To  mi/  right  reverend  and  worshipful  father.  Jolt/?  Pfiston,  Esq.,  dwelling  in  Heyksdon,  be  tlii.t 
letter  delivered  in  haste. 


MOST  reverend  and  worshipful  father,  I  re- 
commend me  heartily,  and  submit  me lowlily, 
to  your  good  fatherhood,  beseeching  you  for 
charity  of  your  daily  blessing;  I  beseech  you 
to  hold  me  excused  that  I  sent  to  you  none  erst 
(wo  earlier)  no  writing,  for  I  could  not.  speed 
to  mine  intent  the  matters1  that  ye  sent  to  me 
for.  I  li;ive  laboured  daily  my  Lord  of 
•-..*  Treasurer  of  England,  to  have  nrned 
the  king  both  of  the  manor  (•./'•  Drdli.un  and 
of  the  bill  copy  of  'he  court  roll  • 
mom  ing  afore  he  went  to  the  kin;:,  and  often 
times  inquired  of  him  and  //')  he  had  D 

1  ["The  matters"  is  omitted  ill  I'Vnn's  translation.] 
8   Henry    Yi-e  unit    Hourrhicr.    Lord 

England,  WM  created  Earl  nf  Esse\  JH  1461,  in  the 

the  ivi-rn  <if  Edward  IV.     H-  was  a  man 

.nid  api  lication  to  biuine 
tilDM    Tilled    most  <>! 

i  sister  of  Richard 
ther. 


the  king  in  these  matters;  he  answered  me 
nay.  saying  it  was  no  time,  and  said  he  n 
it  were  as  fain  sped  as  I  myself,  oft  tim. 
laying   me,  that  in  truth  "i   thought  to 
sent  you  word  that  I   feeled   by  him  ti> 
was  not  willing  to   move   the   "ki, 
nevertheless   I    laboured  to    him   n.ntin.. 
and  prayed  Hai.mners 

idier  him  of  it.      I   t..ld   often   tin 
id   lord  tlut  I   had  a  man  ; 
town  that  I  should  ha\ 
sundi  .  .uid   he   t.uryrd   : 

but  that  I  nnVht  send  you  by  him 
of  the  said   matters;   other  t  iiin^ 

him  to  speed  me   in   t 

•  iild  think   n.>  default  i;. 
for  lemrmb.  : 

And  nov.  j,i,n  of  the 

.    if  In-   had 

king's  hi-i:  I   I,,.- 

that  ! 
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rehearsing  the  king's  answer  therein,  how  that 
when  he  had  moved  the  king  in  the  said 
manor  of  Dedham,  beseeching  him  to  be  your 
good  lord  therein,  considering  the  service  and 
true  part 1  that  ye  have  done  and  owe  to  him, 
and  in  especial  the  right  that  ye  have  thereto ; 
he  said  he  would  be  your  good  lord  therein, 
as  he  would  be  to  the  poorest  man  in  England, 
lie  would  hold  with  you  in  your  right,  and 
as  for  favour  he  will  riot  be  understood  that 
he  shall  show  favour  more  to  one  man  than 
to  another,  not  to  one  in  England. 

And  as  for  the  bill,  copied  of  the  court 
roll,  when  he  moved  to  him  of  it,  he  smiled, 
and  said  that  such  a  bill  there  was,  saying 
that  ye  would  have  oppressed  sundry  of  your 
countrymen  of  worshipful  men,  and  therefore 
he  kept  it  still,  nevertheless  he  said  he  should 
look  it  up  in  haste,  and  ye  should  have  it. 

Baronners  undertook  to  me  twice  or  thrice 
that  he  should  so  have  remembered  his  lord 
and  master  that  I  should  have  had  it  within 
two  or  three  days;  he  is  often  times  absent, 
and  therefore  I  have  it  not  yet,  when  I  can 
get  it  I  shall  send  it  you,  arid  of  the  king's 
mouth,  his  name  that  take  it  him. 2 

I  send  you  home  Peacock  again,  he  is  not 
for  me,  God  send  grace  that  he  may  do  you 
good  service,  that  by  estimation  is  not  likely ; 
ye  shall  have  knowledge  afterward  how  he 
hath  demeaned  him  here  with  me  ;  I  would, 
saving  your  displeasure,  that  ye  were  delivered 
of  him,  for  he  shall  never  do  you  profit  nor 
worship. 

I  suppose  ye  understand  that  the  money 
that  I  had  of  you  at  London  may  not  endure 
with  me  till  that  the  king  go  into  Wales  and 
come  again,  for  I  understand  it  shall  be  long 
ere  he  come  again,  wherefore  I  have  sent  to 
London  to  mine  uncle  Clement  to  get  an 
hundred  shillings  of  Christopher  Hanson  your 
servant,  and  send  it  me  by  my  said  servant, 
and  mine  harness  with  it,  which  I  left  at 
London  to  make  clean. 

I  beseech  you  not  to  be  displeased  with  it, 
for  I  could  make  none  other  chevisance  (con- 


1  [Fenn  has  heart  by  mistake.] 

2  [That  is, — and  out  of  or  from  the  king's  mouth, 
his  name  that  took  it  to  him.] 


tract),3  but  I  should  have  borrowed  it  of  a 
strange  man,  some  of  my  fellows,  which  I 
suppose  should  not  like  you  and  ye  heard  of 
it  another  time.  I  am  in  surety  where  as  4  I 
shall  have  another  man  in  the  stead  of  Pea- 
cock. 

My  Lord  of  Essex  saith  he  will  do  as  much 
for  you  as  for  any  esquire  in  England,  and 
Baronners  his  man  telleth  me,  saying,  "  your 
father  is  much  beholden  to  my  lord,  for  he 
loveth  him  well ;"  Bernners5  moved  me  once, 
and  said  that  ye  must  needs  do  somewhat  for 
my  lord  and  his;  and  I  said  I  wist  well  that 
ye  would  do  for  him  that  lay  in  your  power, 
and  he  said  that  there  was  a  little  money  be- 
twixt you  and  a  gentleman  of  Essex  called 
Dyrward,  saying  that  there  is  as  much  between 
my  said  lord  and  the  said  gentleman,  of  the 
which  money  he  desireth  your  part. 

It  is  talked  here  how  that  ye  and  Howard 
should  have  striven  together  on  the  Shire  day,G 
and  one  of  Howard's  men  should  have  stricken 
you  twice  with  a  dagger,  and  so  ye  should 
have  been  hurt  but  for  a  good  doublet  that 
ye  had  on  at  that  time,  blessed  be  God  that 
ye  had  it  on !  No  more  I  write  to  your  good 
fatherhood  at  this  time,  but  Almighty  God 
have  you  in  his  keeping,  and  send  you  victory 
of  your  enemies,  and  worship  increasing  to 
your  life's  ending. 

Written  at  Lewes,?  on  St.  Bartholomew's 
even. 

By  your  servant  and  elder  son, 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Lewes,  in  Sussex, 
23  August,  1461  or  1462. 
1  or  2  E.  IV. 

3  [Original,  cheysaunce— perhaps  choosance  or 
choice,  though  chevisance  may  be  right.  But  is 
so  continually  used  in  the  sense  of  except  that  an 
explanation  at  every  time  of  its  occurrence  is  unne- 


[I  am  in  surety  where  I  can  procure,  &c.] 

5  [So  spelt  in  this  instance  in  the  original.] 

6  This  was  probably  occasioned  by  some  election 
or  other  dispute  which  arose  at  the  county  court. 

7  The  date  of  this  letter  is,  in  some  measvire,  ascer- 
tained by  the  place  from  which  it  is  written,  as  the 
king  in  the  summer  of  1462  took  a  progress  through 
several  parts  of  his  kingdom ;  namely,  to  Canterbury, 
Sandwich,  Lewes,  &c.,  and  so  along  the  coast   to 
Southampton,  from   whence  he    proceeded  to  the 
marshes  of  Wales. 


Ill 
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LETTER    CLXXXIII.— (XV.  vol.  iv.  p.  53.) 

[The  economy  of  tho  royal  household  is  incidentally  shown  in  this  letter.    It  appears  that  not  all  the  followers 
of  tho  court  were  pnnided  for  at  the  kind's  expense,  and  that  the  cost  of  attending  the  kirn,'  in  his  j 
was  greater  than  when  he  was  resident  in  London.    The  quarrel  with  Howard  is  again  alluded  to.] 

To  his  right  reverend  and  worshipful  brother,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  brother,  I 
it-commend  me  to  your  good  brotherhood, 
desiring  to  hear  of  your  welfare  and  good 
prosperity,  the  which  I  pray  God  increase  to 
his  pleasure  and  your  heart's  ease,  certifying 
you  that  I  have  spoken  with  John  Russe,  and 
Playters  spoke  with  him,  both  (also')1  on 
Friday  before  St.  Bartholomew;  he  told  us 
of  Howard's  guiding,  which  made  us  right 
sorry,  till  we  heard  the  conclusion  that  ye 
had  none  harm. 

Also  I  understand  by  William  Peacock 
that  my  nephew  had  knowledge  thereof  also 
upon  Saturday  next  before  St.  Bartholomew 
in  the  king's  bmuse ;  notwithstanding  upon 
the  same  day  Playters  and  I  wrote  letters 
unto  him,  rehearsing  all  the  matter,  for  cause 
if  there  were  any  questions  moved  to  him 
thereof,  that  he  should  tell  the  truth,  in  case 
that  the  questions  were  moved  by  any  wor- 
shipful man,  and  named  my  Lord  Bourchier,a 
for  my  Lord  Bourchier  was  with  the  king  at 
that  time. 

I  feel  by  William  Peacock  that  my  nephew 
is  not  yet  verily  acquainted  in  the  king's 
house,  nor  witli  the  officers  of  the  king's  house: 
he  is  not  taken  as  none  [one']  of  that  house, 
for  the  cooks  be  not  charged  to  serve  him,  nor 
the  sewer  to  give  him  no  dish,  for  the  sewer 
will  not  take  no  men  no  dishes  'till  they  be 
commanded  by  the  controller;  also  he  is  not 
acquainted  with  nobody  but  with  Wykes,3 
and  Wykes  had  told  him  that  he  would 
bring  him  to  the  kin.:,  but  he  hath  not  yet 
done,  so;  wherefore  it  were  best  for  him  to 

1  \Ve  know  of  no  authority  for  such  a  translation  of 
lotl,.  \\V  think  it  means  bo&  i,f  n<  or  l«th  tm/rthir. 
The  context  supports  tliis  view,  as  it  adds  t! 

guiding, 
'  WflltanVteotmt  Bourchier,  eldest  son  ofllenry 

llourehii-r.  \\lio  \\as  .-;v:it.  d    l'.;i:i  .'mi'1 

H61  :   he  w.-is  cousin  to  Kdward  IV.  and  died  in  the 
-Hi is  father. 

usher  of  tho  king's  chamber, 

. 


take  his  leave  and  come  home  till  ye  had 
spoken  with  somebody  to  help  him  forth,  for 
he  is  not  bold  enough  to  put  forth  bin 
but  then  I  considered  that  if  he  should  now 
come  home,  the  king  would  think  that  when 
he  should  do   him  aiiy  service  somewhere,4 
that  then  ye  would  have  him  home,  the  which 
should  cause  him  not  to  be  had  in  favour; 
and  also  men  would  think  that  lie  were  put 
out  of  service.    Also  W  ill  iam  Peacock  telleth 
me  that  his  money  is  spent,  and  Tiot  riotously, 
but  wisely  and   discreetly,   for   the  costs  is 
greater  in  the  king's  house  when  he   rideth 
then  ye  wend  it  had  been,  as  William  Pea- 
cock can  tell  you;  and  therefore  we  inn 
him  one  hundred  shillings  at  the  ! 
William  Peacock's  saying,  and  yet  that  will 
be  too  little,  and  I  wot  well  we  cann> 
forty  pence  of  Christopher  Hanson,  so  I  shall 
be  fain  to  lend  it  him  of  mine  own  silver:  if 
I  knew  verily  your  intent  were  that  he  should 
come  home  I  would  send  him  none;  there- 
fore I  will  do  as  me  thinketh  ye  should  be 
best  pleased,  and  that  me  thinketh  is  to 
him   the  silver;    therefore   I    pray  you   (o*) 
hastily  as  ye  may  send  me  again  five  ;: 
(3/.  6*.  Sd.)  and  the  remanent  I  trow   I  shall 
get  upon  Christopher  Hanson  and  Loket.     1 
pray  you  send  me  it  as  hastily  as  ye  may  lor 
I  shall  leave  myself  right  bare,  and  I   pray 
you  send  me  a  letter  how  ye   will  that   he 
shall   be   demeaned.      Written   on    Ti,. 
after    St.    Bartholomew,    &c.       Christns 
conservet !  By 

CM 


August,  about  1461  or  1462. 
IOT2  }].  IV. 


• 

riginal  is  .u-r  yt,"  &c.] 
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LETTER    CLXXXIV.— (XVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  59.) 

[This  letter  chiefly  relates  to  personal  and  private  matters  ;  but  the  notice  of  Agnes  Paston  is  remarkable1  and 
characteristic.    She  everywhere  appears  to  be  a  strong-willed  and  energetic  woman.] 

To  the  right  reverend  and  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  good  master,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  Sir,  I  recom- 
mend me  to  your  good  mastership,  praying 
you  to  weet  that  I  was  at  Blake's  and  spake 
with  his  wife,  and  she  saith  he  was  not  at 
home  this  three  weeks,  he  rideth  up  the  coun- 
try to  take  accounts  of  bales,  and  that  this 
day  sev'night  he  should  have  sate  in  Caister 
by  you  upon  accounts,  arid  from  thence  he 
should  have  ridden  to  Lynn,  and  that  he  shall 
be  at  home  on  Monday  at  night  next  coming ; 
wherefore  I  have  left  my  errand  with  her; 
but  she  saith  that  he  shall  not  mown  coming 
(be  able  to  come)  to  you,  for  my  lady  have 
sent  for  him  in  great  haste,  both  by  a  letter 
and  by  a  token,  to  come  to  her  as  hastily  as 
he  may;  notwithstanding  she  shall  do  the 
errand  to  him. 

As  for  Yelverton  I  did  a  good  feel  to  inquire 
of  James  Skinner  when  the  said  Yelverton 
should  go  to  London;  he  said  not  this  sev'- 
night, he  could  not  tell  what  day  till  he  had 
spoken  with  his  son,  his  son  should  come  to 
him  ere  his  master  should  ride  ;  I  shall  inquire 
more  at  Walsingham ;  and  for  God's  love  be 
not  too  long  from  London,  for  men  say  there, 
as  I  have  been  (informed)  that  my  Lord  of 


Gloucester  should  have  Caister,  arid  there  is 
great  noise  of  this  revel  that  was  done  iti  Suf- 
folk by  Yelverton  and  Jenney ;  and  your 
well-willers  think  that  if  they  might  prevail 
in  this,  they  would  attempt  you  in  others ;  but 
cease  their  power  and  malice,  and  preserve 
you  from  all  evil,  and  at  the  reverence  of  God 
let  some  interposition  go  a-twixt  you  and  my 
mistress  your  mother  ere  ye  go  to  London, 
and  all  that  ye  do  shall  speed  the  better,  for 
she  is  set  on  great  malice,  and  every  man  that 
she  speaketh  with,  knoweth  her  heart,  and  it 
is  like  to  be  a  foul  noise  (over)  all  the  country 
without  it  be  soon  ceased. 

Also,  Sir,  it  is  told  me  that  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  is  coming  to  Framlingham,  and  that 
ye  be  greatly  commended  in  his  household, 
therefore  it  were  well  done,  me  seemeth,  that 
ye  spake  with  him. 

The  Holy  Trinity  keep  you.     Written  at 
Norwich,  the  Thursday  after  St.  Matthew. 
Your  poor  priest, 

JAMES  GLOYS. 
Norwich, 

Thursday,  2dth  of  September, 
1461.     1  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXX V.— ( VIII.  vol.  i.  p.  24 1 .) 

The  writer  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter  seems  to  accuse  his  master  Paston  of  delay  in  fullfiling  the  trusts. 
in  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will,  to  whom  he  was  executor. 

To  my  full  worshipful,  special  good  master,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  abiding  at  Norwich. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  and  some  time  my 
most  special  good  master,  I  recommend  me 
unto  your  good  mastership,  with  all  my  poor 
service,  if  it  may  in  any  wise  suffice ;  and 
farthermore,  Sir,  I  beseech  you,  now  being  in 
your  country,  where  ye  may  daily  call  unto 
you  my  master  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  once  to 
remember  my  poor  matter;  and  by  your 
discretions  to  take  such  a  direction  therein,  arid 
so  to  conclude,  as  may  be  to  your  discharge 
and  to  my  furtherance,  according  to  the  will 
of  him  that  is  passed  unto  God,  whose  soul 
I  pray  Jesu  pardon !  for  truly,  Sir,  there  was 
in  him  no  fault,  but  in  me  only,  if  it  be  not 

VOL.  I. 


as  I  have  remembered  your  mastership  afore 
this  time.  For  truly,  Sir,  I  dare  say  I  should, 
have  had  as  special  and  as  good  a  master  of 
you  as  any  poor  man,  as  I  am,  within  England 
should  have  had  of  a  worshipful  man,  as 
you  are,  if  ye  had  never  meddled  the  goods 
of  my  master  Fastolf;  and  as  much  ye 
would  have  done  and  laboured  for  me  in  my 
right,  if  it  had  been  in  the  hands  of  any 
other  man  than  of  yourself  only.  But,  I 
trust  in  God,  at  your  next  coming,  to  have 
an  answer  such  as  I  shall  be  content  with ; 
and  if  it  may  be  so,  I  am  and  shall  be  your 
servant  in  that  I  can  or  may,  that  knoweth 

L 
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our  Lord  Jesus,  whom  I  beseech  save,  and 
send  you  a  good  cud  in  all  your  matters,  to 
your  pleasure  and  worship  everlasting.  Amen. 
Written  at  London,  the  1th  day  of  October. 

As  lor  tidings,  the  king  will  be  at  London 
within  three  days  next  coming,  and  all  the 
castles  and  holds  both  in  South  Wales  and  in 
North  Wales  are  given  and  yielded  up  into 
the  kind's  hand;  and  the  Duke  of  Exeter1 
and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke*  are  lied  and  taken 
[to]  the  mountains,  and  divers  lords  witli 
great  puissance  are  after  them.  And  the 
most  part  of  gentlemen,  and  men  of  worship 
are  come  in  to  the  king,  and  have  grace  of 
all  Wales.  The  Duke  of  Somerset,3  the  Lord 
Hungerford,  4  Robert  Whityngham,  and  other 
four  or  live  esquires,  are  come  into  Normandy 
out  of  Scotland,  and  as  yet  they  stand  strait 
tinder  arrest ;  and  as  merchants  that  are  come 
late  thence  say,  they  are  like  to  be  deemed 


aad judged  prisoners.     My  Lord  Weulock,5 

Sir  John  Cley,  and  the  Dean  of  St.  Severin's 

have  abode  at  Calais  these  three  •>• 

yet  are  there,  abiding  a  safe  conduct,  going 

upon  an  embassy  to  the  French  ki 

Sir  Walter  Blount,?  treasurer  of  Calais,  with 

a  great  fellowship  of  soldiers  of  Calais,  aud 

many  other  men  of  the  marches,  have  lain, 

and  yet  do,  at  a  siege   afore  the  castle  of 

Hammes,    by-side   Calais,  and    daily    make 

great  war,  either  party  to  other. 

Item,  I  send  unto  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
that  was  taken  upon  the  sea.  made  by  the 
Lord  Hungerford  and  Whityngham. 

Item,  we  .shall  hav<  ut  of 

Scotland  in  all  haste  of  lords. 

At  your  commandment,  and  servant. 
HEXKV  V. 

London, 
4th  of  October,  1401.   1.  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXXVI.  (IX.  vol.  i.  p.  217.) 

This  copy  is  written  by  Henry  Windsor,  and  having  the  same  paper-mark  with  the  foregoing  original 
that  which  was  sent  with  it  to  his  master  Paston,  to  whom  it  is  directed.     \\ V  '. 

the  adherents  of  the  queen  were  in  abroad,  though  in  the  kingdom  of  her  cousin  germaiu.     What  a  fall 
for  poor  King  Henry,  from  a  throne  to  the  attendance  of  four  men  and  a  boy. 

To  the  Queen  of  E/irjIutitl,  in  Scotland. 


MADAM,  please  it  your  good  God,  we  have 
since  our  coming  hither  written  to  your 
highness  tin  ice;  tin-  first  we  sent  by  Bruges, 
to  be  sent  to  you  by  the  first  vessel  that  went 
into  Scotland;  the  other  two  letters  were 
sent  from  Dieppe,  the  one,  by  the  carvel  in 
tin'  which  we  came;  and  the  other,  in  another 
vessel;  but,  madam,  all  was  one  thing  in 
sulotau'-e.  of  putting  you  in  knowledge  of 
the  king"  your  uncle's  death,  whom  God 

(pttrdtm  .   and  how  we  stood  an. 
;  ,   yet.      But    on   Tue-idey  next    we 
;.nd     understand    we   shall    up    to    the    i 
your  cousin   germain.     His  comn 

1    Henrv  Holland:  In-  married  la«iy   A 
1'iU.m!  l'V.,  but  continued  lirm  to  the  interest  of  the 

Tudor,     <>f     Ilatlield,     half-broth 
.  I.  ;  li,-  wa*  afterwards  Puke  of  Hedford. 

.•iiif.irt.  he  \\-  i  1103,  after 

the  battle  "i.rilexham. 

4  Ilon.-rt,  I/ii'i  Hungerford,  was  beheaded  in  1463. 

.lock   left  the   York    party,  and 
joined  that  Ol  to  come  up 


(the}  castle  of  Arques ;  and  my  fellow  \Vhit- 
vngham  and  me(  for  we  i,  <!uct)  in 


the  first  of  our  tarrying,  took  all  our   i 
and  writings,  and  bear  them  up  to  the  king; 
leaving  my   Lord  of  Somer- 

(*•) 

yngl 

the  town  of  Dieppe,  where  v.  • 

on   Tuesday    next    \ve    understand    th 

pleaseth   the   said    king's     highm-- 

shall  come  to  hi-  r-re-ence:   and    are   <•], 

to    bring    us    u<.  Monsieur   > 

bail  iff  of  (' 

.Madam,    ferth   ,f<-nr)    yen 
good  comfort,    and    be., 
not   your  perMtn.  n»r    my  l»rd  the    i 

in  time  at  tlie  battle  :inund 

Duke  of  Somerset  cleft   him  down  \\i:i. 

'•  Leu 

7  He  wa-  .  and 

obtain  i  iiomas 

Courtnev  .  I 

-  Charlw  VII..  k  died  22nd  of  July, 

,  1    kin-  of  France. 

«°  [!•. 
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the  sea,  till  ye  have  other  word  from  vis ;  in 
less  than  (unless  that)  your  person  cannot  be 
sure  there  as  ye  are,  and  that  extreme  neces- 
sity drive  you  thence.  And  for  God's  sake 
(let)  the  king's  highness  be  advised  the  same ; 
for  as  we  be  informed  the  Earl  of  March  *  is 
into  Wales  by  land,  and  hath  sent  his  navy 
thither  by  sea.  And  madam,  think  verily, 
we  shall  not  sooner  be  delivered  but  that  we 
will  come  straight  to  you,  without  death  take 
us  by  the  way ;  the  which  we  trust  he  will 
not,  till  we  see  the  king  and  you  peaceable 
again  in  your  realm ;  the  which  we  beseech 
God  soon  to  see,  and  to  send  you  that  your 
highness  desireth.  Written  at  Dieppe,  the 
30th  day  of  August. 

Your  true  subjects  and  liege  men, 
HUNGERFORD.2 
WHITYNGHAM.  3 
Dieppe, 

SOthof  August,  1461. 
I.E.  IV. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  copy  of  the  letter  is 
added  :— 

These  are  the  names  of  those  men  that  are 
in  Scotland  .with  the  queen. 


The  King  Harry  is  at  Kirkhowbre  (Kirk- 
cudbright) with  four  men  and  a  child. 

Queen  Margaret  is  at  Edinburgh  and  her  son. 
The  Lord  Roos  arid  his  son.4 
John  Ormond. 
Will'm  Taylboys. 
Sr.  John  Fortescue. 
Sr.  Tho8  Fyndern. 
Sr.  Edmund  Hampden.3 
Sr.  Henry  Roos. 
John  Courtney. 
Myrfyn  of  Kent. 
Waynesford  of  London. 
Thos  Thompson  of  Guynes. 
Thos  Brampton  of  Guynes. 
John  Audeley  of  Guynes. 
Langheyn  of  Ireland. 
Tho8  Philip  of  Ipswich. 
Danson. 
Tho3  Burnby. 
Borret  of  Sussex. 
Sr.  John  Welpdale. 
Mr.  Rogr  Clerk  of  London. 
John  Retford  late  Coubitt 
Giles  Seintlowe. 
John  Hawt. 


LETTER    CLXXXVIL— (X.  vol.  i.  p.  251.) 

I  have  given  this  as  the  contents  of  a  paper  which  accompanies  the  two  foregoing  letters,  but  how  far  they 
merit  any  regard  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  The  writer  seems  to  doubt  the  truth  or  many  of  the  assertions,  as 
he  adds  to  almost  every  one  of  them  "  as  they  say."  It  relates  to  the  return  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  &c. 
from  Fiance  into  Scotland,  to  join  Queen  Margaret,  and  must  have  been  written  in  or  about  1462. 

Memorandum.    This  is  the  confession  of  sixteen  Frenchmen  with  the  master,  taken  at  Sheringham 
(in  Norfolk)  the  third  week  of  Lent. 

RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  and  let  you  weet,  that  I  have  been  at 
Sheringham  and  examined  the  Frenchmen, 
to  the  number  of  sixteen  with  the  master ; 
and  they  tell  that  the  Duke  of  Somerset  is 
into  Scotland,  and  they  say  the  Lord  Hunger- 
ford  was  on  Monday  last  past  afore  Shering- 


ham into  Scotland  ward  in  a  kervel  (carvel) 
of  Dieppe,  no  great  power  with  him,  nor  with 

1  Edward  IV.  king  of  England. 

2  See  note  to  Letter  clxxxv. 

3  Sir  Robert  Whityngham  and  Sir  Edward  Hamp- 
den were  slain  at  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury  in  1471. 

4  Thomas  Lord  Roos  and  his  son  Edmund  :  the 
former  was   beheaded  in  1463,  after  the   battle  of 
Hexham . 


the  said  duke  neither.  And  they  say  that  the 
Duke  of  Burgoyn6  is  poisoned  and  not  like 
to  recover. 

And  as  for  powers  to  be  gathered  against 
our  welfare;  they  say  there  should  come 
into  [the]  Seine  200  great  forstages6  out  of 
Spain  from  the  king  there;7  and  300  ships 
from  the  Duke  of  Bretagne8  with  the  navy  of 
France,  but  they  be  not  yet  assembled,  nor 


5  Charles   the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy.     [This 
rumour  was  incorrect.] 

6  Large  ships  were  ships  with  forestages  or  fore- 
castles. 

7  Henry  IV.  king  of  Spain,  died  in  1474. 

8  Francis  II.  last  Duke  of  Bretagne,  died  in  1488. 
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victual  there  purveyed,  as  they  say,  nor  men. 
And  the  king  of  France1  is  into  Spain  on  pil- 
grimage with  few  horse  as  they  say ;  what  the 
purpose  is  they  cannot  tell  certain,  &c. 

In  haste  at  Norwich. 

The  king  of  France  hath  committed  the 
rule  of  Bourdeaux  unto  the  merchants  of  the 
town,  and  the  browd*  that  be  therein  to  be  at 
their  wages;  and  like  as  Calais  is  a  staple  of 
wool  here  in  England,  so  is  that  made  a  staple 
of  wine. 


John  Fermer  prisoner  saith,  one  John  Giles, 
a  clerk  that  was  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
which  was  some  time  in  Kini:  Harry's  house, 
was  a  privy  secretary  witli  the  Earl  of  Oxford ; 
and  if  any  writing  were  made  by  the  said 
earl,  the  said  Giles  knew  thereof  in  this  great 
matter. 

j  Norwich, 

March         ,  1461-2. 
2  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXX  VIII.— (XVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  63.) 

John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  succeeded  his  father  iu  1461,  1  E.  IV.  and  I  should  suppose  can: 
very  soon  after,  l"<>r,  iu  November  1462,  he  by  the  king's  command  was  to  keep  his  Christmas  at  his  eastle 
of  Holt  in  Denbighshire,  when  he  appears  to  have  been  mairied,  and  was  then  most  probably  past  hi 
twenty-first  year.    This  letter  might  therefore  be  written  on  the  12th  of  October,  1461,  and  at  latest  on  the 
same  day  in  14G2.     We  are  here  acquainted  with  the  parade  and  attendance  expected  by  the  nobility  from 
their  retainers  and  vassals  on  the  delivery  of  their  lands,  and  on  their  taking  possession  of  offices. 

To  our  trusty  and  entirely  beloved  servant,  John  Fusion,  Esq. 

THE  DUKE  OP  NORFOLK. 
RIGHT  well-beloved  servant,  I  greet  you 
heartily  well,  certifying  that  we  shall  be  at 
full  age  on  Friday  next  coming,  wherefore, 
well  counselled  by  the  lords  of  our  counsel, 
and  other  of  our  counsel,  that  ye,  one  of  our 
:its  of  household  with  others,  be  with 
us  at  London  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next 
coming  at  the  furthest,  to  accompany  us 
then  to  our  worship,  for  we  shall  have  then 
livery  of  our  lands  and  offices  ;  and  that,  ye 
fail  us  not  as  ye  will  have  our  good  lord- 
ship in  time  coming,  and  also  that  ye  do 
warn  our  feedmen8  and  servants,  such  as  be 


nigh  to  you,  that  they  be  ilu-ro  then  in  our 
livery.     Written  the  12th  day  of  (  K-tober. 

NOB  FOLK/ 

Monday,  12th  of  October,  1461.     1  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CLXXX IX. —(XVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  65.) 

Though  this  letter  has  neither  address  nor  subscription,  it  appears  f»  have  l>ecn  written  to  John  Pastnn  in  the 
uiing  of  Edward  tilt:    Fourth's   rei_':i,   and  the   business   it  contains  seems  to  Iw  relath 
If's  affairs  and  will.     Thomas   lloues  v.-i<  Carson  of  Hlolield  from  about  1  ;• 

•  day  or  thriving  day,  I  should  suppose  means  the  day  on  which  he  received  the  living; 

S:iint  Andrew  -  ,1  iy  1,,-iiiL'  now  a  usual  time  for  the  payment  of  compositions  f,,r  tythe-. 

letter  was  a  friend  of  .1. Paston,   and  from  the  advice  which  he  here  gives  him,  may  be  supposed  one  who 
knew  mankind. 

Tn  in ij  mjlit  wOfMfftd  in>txt,-r,  Juhn  I'aston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  master.  I   rcnuiinu-nd  me 
unto  you,  &c.  the  cause  of  my  writing  is  this, 

•  Lewis  XI.  king  of  Fra:  ice,  died  in  1483. 

•  Tliis  word    is    ini]H-rt'ert    in   the   original    paper, 

.;  means  they  bruit. 

.•.  !m  held  lands  by  an  ac- 
riorisy  to  a  higher  lord. 


I   wa«  at    Hlofu-ld   on    Saint    Andrew's 

(30  AV«r»i/«r)with  the  parson,  and  lie  under- 

4  .lohn   M  '      '  >lk  of 

that  ii  nted  Elizabeth,  daughter  of lb«i 

ren  iwned  wnrrior  John  Talbot,  I 

lie  died  suddenly  at  Framlin^'ha-.  S  .tVolk, 

on  Wednesday  the  17th  of  January,  1475. 
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stood  none  other  but  that  I  came  to  see  his 
mastership,  for  it  was  his  cheve  day ;  and 
there  I  moved  unto  him  of  the  land  in  Soche- 
werk  (Sonthwar/t),  how  I  heard  say  when  I 
was  in  Suffolk  that  Jenney  made  his  avaunt 
that  he  had  given  you  and  him  a  chop 
[exchange]  of  twenty  pound  of  land;  and 
incontinent  he  told  me  all  the  matter  bet- 
ter than  I  could  tell  him;  and  as  I  could 
understand  in  him  by  my  simple  wit  that 
he  was  of  knowledge  of  all  the  matter,  for 
he  said  that  Yelvertori  came  down  from 
the  Bench,  and  plete  (pleaded)  the  matter,  and 
for  cause  ye  were  so  laches  (negligent),  and 
came  not  in  time,  the  matter  yede  (went} 
amiss,  and  so  I  understood  by  him  that  he 
is  disposed  to  excuse  Yelverton  in  all 
matters  rather  than  you,  but  nevertheless 
make  good  cheer  to  the  parson  as  though  ye 
understood  that  he  were  your  friend  till  time 
ye  have  your  intent,  but  beware  and  trust  him 
not,  but  make  you  so  strong  in  lordship 
and  in  the  law,  that  ye  reek  not  (care  not) 
much  whether  he  be  good  or  bad,  &c. 

Item,  ye  be  much  beholden  unto  Thomas 
Greene  and,  to  Edmund  Wydeville,  brother 
to  Hugh  Fenn,  for  they  report  much  worship 
of  your  mastership  in  all  matters,  and  that 
causes  the  substance  of  the  town  to  owe  you 
service,  and  be  well  disposed  unto  your 
mastership,  and  that  understand  I  every  day  ; 
and  if  it  please  you,  when  we  parted  at  Nor- 
wich in  your  place,  ye  said  unto  me  ye  would 
somewhat  do  by  my  simple  advice  ;  and  this 
is  mine  advice,  that  in  any  wise  ye  make 
Hugh  Fenn  and  Thomas  Greene  on  your 
counsel,  if  ye  can  find  in  your  heart,  for  I 
dare  say  as  I  hear  and  understand  that  they 
owe  you  right  goodwill  and  service,  for  a  man 
may  hear  by  the  half  what  the  whole  meaneth  ; 
and  therefore  for  God's  love  remember  you 


well  in  this  matter,  for  and  (if)  it  stood  on 
my  life  I  would  do  as  I  advise  you,  &c. 

Item,  for  our  Lord's  love  go  through  with 
William  Worcester,  and  also  please  Chvewys 
as  ye  think  in  your  heart  best  for  to  do,  for 
it  is  a  common  proverb  "  A  man  must  some- 
times set  a  candle  before  the  devil;"  and 
therefore  though  it  be  not  aldermost  meet  and 
profitable,  yet  "  of  two  harms  the  least  is  to 
be  taken." 

Item,  ye  shall  understand  that  the  parson 
told  me  that  they  were  summoned  to  come 
for  the  probate  of  the  testament  at  con- 
version of  Saint  Paul  (25  January},  and 
therefore  I  would  advise  you  in  any  wise  that 
ye  should  understand  the  matter  wisely  ere 
ye  come  home,  for  I  suppose  that  Yelverton 
and  he  is  confederate  and  accord  together. 

Item,  when  I  was  at  Blofield  with  the 
parson,  there  came  Robert  Fyrass  (Ferrers  ?) 
to  him,  saying  that  he  is  compelled  by  the 
king's  commissioners  to  have  harness  after  his 
degree,  and  that  the  parson  sent  him  to  my 
mistress  that  she  should  deliver  him  harness, 
and  I  understand  she  will  not  till  ye  come 
home,  but  ye  shall  understand  it  is  an 
alms  deed  to  do  him  good,  understanding 
his  necessity  and  need  that  he  stand  in,  and 
also  understanding  that  he  was  kinsman  to 
my  master,  and  it  is  a  common  proverb,  "  A 
man  should  keep  from  the  blind  and  give  it 
to  his  kind,"  and  every  man  will  say  well 
thereof,  the  more  because  he  is  a  gentleman, 
and  of  his  kin,  and  in  great,  penury ;  and 
therefore  for  the  love  of  God  remember 
such  matters.  No  more  at  this  time,  but  God 
have  you  in  his  keeping  both  body  and  soul, 
and  speed  you  in  your  matters  as  well  as  I 
would  ye  should  do. 

December,  or  January,  between  1460  anil  1462. 
1  and  2  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CXC.— (XIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  69.) 

At  this  time  Henry  VI.  was  in  Scotland,  and  his  queen  in  Frimcc,  soliciting  assistance  from  Lewis  XI.  though 
with  little  success  ;  the  report  therefore  of  an  invasion  with  so  large  an  army  could  have  no  real  foun- 
dation; it  was,  however,  the  news  of  the  day,  and  alarmed  the  friends  of  Edward,  On  the  seal  of  this 
letter  is  the  impression  of  the  bear,  the  well-known  cognizance  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  It  shows  both 
the  popularity  and  power  which  this  great  peer  had  at  this  time  when  his  friends  used  this  device  of  his 
on  their  seals. 

To  my  right  worshipful  Sir  and  master,  mine  master,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


RIGHT   wonhipful  Sir  and  master,  I  recom- 
mend me  to  you,  and  please  you  that  the  church 


of  Draytori  is  or  shall  be  resigned  in  haste  into 
the  bishop's  hands  by  Sir  John  Bullock,  de- 
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siring  you  heartily  that  ye  like  I  may  have 
the  presentation  of  the  next  avoidance  for 
a  nephew  of  mine,  called  Sir  Reynold  Spen- 
delowe,  which  I  trust  your  mastership  will 
agree  to  make  in  your  name  and  mine  as  was 
last,  &C.1  And,  Sir,  please  you  also  that  I 
have  had  divers  communications  with  Worces- 
ter since  Christmas,  and  I  feel  by  him  utterly 
that  he  will  not  appoint  in  other  form  than  to 
have  the  lands  of  Fairchilds,  and  other  lands 
in  Drayton,  to  the  sum  of  ten  marks  (6/.  13*. 
4rf.)  of  you  properly,  beside  that  that  he  de- 
sireth  of  mine  master,  whom  God  assoil,  which 
matter  1  remit  to  your  noble  discretion. 

And  as  for  answer  of  the  bills  that  I  have, 
I  have  been  so  sekelele  (sickly)  since  Christ- 
mas that  I  might  not  yet  done  them,  but  I 
shall  in  all  haste,  wherein  ye  may  excuse  you 
by  me  if  ye  please  till  the  next  term,  at  which 
time  all  shall  be  answered  by  God's  grace, 
•who  preserve  you  and  send  you  the  accom- 
plishment of  your  desires,  &c. 

Item,  Sir,  please  your  mastership,  it  was 


letten  me  weet  in  right  secret  wise  tl, 
puissance   is  ready  to  arrive  in  three  pa 
this  land,  by  the  mean  of  King  Harry  an 
queen  that  was,  and  by  the  Duke  (of  \ 
merset  and  others,  of  six  score  thousand  > 
and   their   day,    if  wind   and    weather  had 
i  them,  should  have  been  here  soon  upon 
Candlemas :  at  Trent  to  London  ward,  they 
should   have  \tecn   by  Candlemas,    or  soon 
after,    one  part  of  them,    and   another   part 
coming  from  Wales,  and  the  third  from  Jersey 
and  Guernsey,  wherefore  it   is  well  done   ye 
inform   mine  Lord    Warwick,   that,  he  may 
speak  to  the  king  that  good  provision  be  had 
for  withstanding  their  malicious  purpose  and 
<-vil    will,   which   God   irrant   we  may  over- 
come them,  and  so  we  should  I    doubt  not  if 
\vr  were  all  one;   there  be  many  meddlers, 
and  they  be  best  cherished  which  would  hurt 
much  if  these  come  too,  as  God  defend,  &c. 


THOMAS  HO.VES. 


February,  1461-2. 
1  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CXCI.— (XX.  vol.  iv.  p.  73.) 

The  persons  here  mentioned  to  have  l*vn  summoned  to  attend  the  king  under  his  writ  of  Privy  Seal  wrre  atthis 
time  I  suppose  suspected  not  only  of  concern  in;:  themselves  in  the  affairs  of  their  Int.-  try  VI. 

but  of  acting  for  his  interest,  particularly  Herncy  ami  Kouuh,  or  such  violent  proceedings U  that  of  rnisini:  the 
county  to  apprehend  them  would  scarcely  have  been  commanded  :   it  might  however  he  for  some  nth' 
If  William  Yelverton  had  Offended,  he  toon  made  his  peace,  for  he  now  was.  and  continued  to  lie.  a.  justice  of 
the  Kind's  Hench.    This  embassy  from  Philip  Duke  of  Uurgundy  fixes  the  date  of  this  letter  to  : 
as  in  the  Ix.'^hiniii'jof  this  year  his  ambassadors  arrived. 


To  my  most  reverend  and  worshipful  master, 

PLEASETH  it  your  good  mastership  to  under- 
stand that.  I  have  received  a  bill  of  John 
Boteler,  which  speak eth  of  your  hay  at  H<-1- 
h-«don,  and  of  your  barley  in  other  places, 
but  I  understand  not  what  ye  would  I  should 
do  therein ;  nevertheless  I  shall  do  make 

1  The  following  extracts  from  the  Institution 
in  the  registry  of  the  llishop  of  Norwich,  a>< 
the  date  of  this  letter. 

Draiton. 

"Hep.  xi.  191,  20  January,  1-in'M.  Johnanos 
Hiilloek  ad  prrpsentationem  Joh".>  J'a-Vvi  arm.  ft 
Tlio.  Howys  Capellani." 

i     1.11.     15  March  Mfil-2.      Job.' 

Mtionem  eor  mdcin." 

It  appears  from  hence  that  John  Hullnrk  resigned 
the  b  old  on  that  the  1Mb 

1  >hn   Flowcrdcw    was  pre.icntcd  thereto 
and  not  S'  Kcj  nold  S 


my  master  John  Past  on, 

(hoax  it  made)  ready:    and  as  for  your 

shall   tell    you    when    I  conic  home :   a 

for  money  at  Hellesdon  I  can  non 

at  Swainsthorp    I     have    taken    four    marks 

rii.  i;;.v.  \,i.) 

Item,  as  for  tidings,  tin  U  be  at 

Thetfiird  on  Wednesday  next  coniinir.  where 
I  understand  Master  Herney  will  l»e  with 
much  people,  because  there  is  come  to  him  a 
piivvse.il  that  he  should  I.e  with  the  king 
within  si\  i\-A\*(nfler)  that  the  privy  seal  was 
delivered  him,  which  lie  cannot  do.  f,,r  tin- 
sixth  day  is  to-morrow  :  t 
to  Felhriirg.  to  William  \  <  -flier, 

and  to    Holiert    Rou^-h   another,   and   n 
them    will  eo   to   (lie  kin,-    and    the  under- 
sherilV  told  me  that   th'-rc  is  come  a  commis- 
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sion  down  to  his  master,  that  in  case  they 
come  not  up  to  the  king  by  their  privy  seals, 
that  then  he  rear  the  country,  and  take  them, 
and  bring  them  to  the  king  wheresoever  he  be. 

Item,  James  Gresham  telleth  me  the  same, 
and  as  for  tidings  from  London  we  hear  none, 
but  that  John  Colmari  telleth  me  that  if 
Berney  or  Robert  Rough  come  up  they  are 
like  to  die. 

There  be  come  to  London  ambassadors 
from  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  caused 
the  king  to  speed  him  the  rather  to  London. 

Item,  as  for  any  new  assizes   at   Thetford 


there  is  none  but  that  hath  hanged  this  five 
years,  as  the  sheri ft' telleth  me. 

I  was  purposed  to  be  at  home  this  night 
till  I  had  your  bill,  which  causeth  mo  to  ride 
on  to  Drayton  for  divers  things,  &c.  Al- 
mighty Jesu  preserve  you. 

Written  at  Norwich,  the  second  Monday  of 
clean  Lent. 

Your  poor  beadsman  and  servant, 

RICHARD  CALLE. 
Norwich, 

Monday,  15  March,  1461-2. 
2E.  IV. 


LETTER   CXCIL— (XXI.  vol.  iv.  p.  77.) 

It  appears  from  this  letter  that  the  king  in  person  attended  at  the  assizes  in  Cambridge,  daring  the  time  that  his 
judges  transacted  the  business  of  the  Court.  The  extortions,  and  other  acts  of  oppression,  done  by  the  sheriifs, 
&c.,  of  counties  were  at  this  time  very  great,  and  loudly  called  for  reformation.  On  the  back  of  this  letter 
is  written  the  following  memorandum  :  "  Justice  Yelverton  boasteth  of  comendacon  had  at  the  king's  hands." 


To  my  right  singular  master, 

AFTER  due  recommendation,  please  it  your 
mastership  to  weet,  Master  Yelverton,  justice, 
said  in  the  sessions  that  the  king  should  keep 
his  Easter  at  Bury,  and  from  thence  come 
into  this  country,  and  see  such  riots  as  have 
been  in  this  country  punished  in  such  form 
as  happily  some  should  hang  by  the  neck ; 
and  he  told  what  thank  he  had  of  the  king  at 
Cambridge,  for  cause  he  declared  so  well  the 
charge  of  extortion  done  by  sheriffs  and  other 


/.  Paston,  Esq.  in  haste,  8fc. 

officers,  &c.,  for  the  which  declaration  the 
king  took  him  by  the  hand,  arid  said  he 
cowde  (owed}  him  great  thanks,  and  prayed 
him  so  to  do  in  this  country,  &c. 

In  haste,  at  Norwich,  the  Wednesday  next 
before  the  Annunciation. 

Your'poor  JAMES  GRESHAM. 

Norwich, 

Wednesday,  24  March,  1461-2.    2  E.  IV. 
But  this  date  is  not  certain. 


LETTER   CXCIII.— (XL  vol.  i.  p.  253.) 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been  written  the  year  after  the  accession  of  Edward  IV.,  as  in  the  February  pre- 
ceding this  letter  John  de  Verc,  Karl  of  Oxford,  and  Aubrey  his  son,  were  beheaded.  The  informations  then 
given  might  probably  make  it  necessary  to  have  many  of  their  dependants  and  sen-ants  taken  into  custody 
and  detained  in  prison.  The  attention  of  the  Paston's,  father  and  son,  to  the  writer  of  this  letter,  who  appears  to 
have  been  a  confidential  servant  of  Edward,  seems  to  be  directed  to  the  obtaining  of  his  favour  with  the  king 
on  their  behalf.  Lavenham,  in  Suffolk,  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  De  Veres  from  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
The  Church  there  is  a  noble  and  elegant  structure,  and  was  built  by  them  and  the  family  of  Spring. 

To  my  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  friend,  John  Paston,  Esq. 

Fermor,  is  seized  and  arrested  within  the 
town  of  Yarmouth,  because  he  dwelled  with 
the  Earl  of  Oxford's  son,  and  proposed  to  have 
passed  the  sea  without  licence,  and  starideth 
out  of  the  conceit  of  much  people,  I  would 
desire  you  that  ye  would  write  to  the  bailiffs 
of  Yarmouth  to  deliver  the  said  John  Fermor 
to'my  servant  John  Brenerigg,  bringer  of  this, 
with  an  officer  of  the  said  town,  to  be  carried 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  mine  entirely  well- 
beloved  friend,  I  recommend  me  unto  you, 
heartily  thanking  you  of  your  great  present 
of  fish,  aud  of  the  fellowship  that  my  cousin 
your  son  showed  unto  me  at  Norwich,  pro- 
posing by  the  grace  of  God  to  deserve  it  unto 
you  in  time  to  come,  in  such  place  as  I  may 
do  for  you.  Desiring  you  specially,  whereas 
a  tenant  of  mine  of  Lavenham,  called  John 
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unto  the  king's  castle  of  Rising  at  my  cost; 
there  to  be  examined  of  certain  articles,  which 
I  may  not  disclose  till  I  have  spoken  with 
the  king's  highness.  Praying  you  to  write  to 
the  said  bailiffs  that.  I  shall  be  their  sufficient 
discharge  against  the  king,  desiring  you  to 
give  credence  to  the  bringer  hereof,  as  my 
very  trust  is  in  you. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 

I 


Written   at    Lavenham,    the   2"nh  day    of 
March. 

Your  true  and  faithful  friend,  ha, 
no  blame  for  my  good  will, 

JOHN  WVKES, 
Usher  of  the  King's  Ci; 
Lavenham, 
Thursday,  25th  of  March,  1462.    2  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CXCIV.— (XXII.  vol.  iv.  p.  79.) 

This  letter  was  most  prolxibly  written  in  the  be^innim,'  of  the  rei^n  of  Kdward  IV.  after  the  executor  - 

.1.  Fastolf  had  disagreed  amongst  themselves  ;   and  would  scarcely  have  been  worth  preserving,  but  as  it  men- 
tions '  A  Chronicle  of  Jerusalem,"  and   '  A  History  of  the  Valiant  Acts  of  Sir  .lohn  Fast  >ltV     This    1 
appears  to  have  been  one  of  those  persons  who  were  employed  to  transcribe  book*  Ivfore  the  art  of  printing 
reached  Knjjland,  and  perhaps  was  likewise  concerned  in  drawing  up,  as  well  as  in  writing,  the  account  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf's  exploits  in  France. 

Unto  my  master,  Paston,  be  this  If  tier  delicered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you,  and  if  it  like  you  I  have  spoken  with 
Bussard,  and  demanded  him  if  he  had  any 
evidence,  deeds,  or  copies,  or  any  other 
evidence  of  any  place,  or  of  any  livelihood 
that  longg*  (belongetti)  unto  my  master, 
and  (he]  saith  nay,  by  his  faith  and  by  his 
truth,  for  if  he  had  he  would  send  them 
unto  you  with  a  good  will;  for  he  saith  it 
should  do  him  none  ease,  (the;/  wnntd  be  of  no 
use  to  him}.  And,  Sir,  if  it  please  you,  I 
asked  him  if  lie  know  any  evidence  that  he 
had  delivered  unto  William  Worcester,  bill, 
or  deeds,  or  any  other  evidence,  that  should 
belong  unto  any  purchase,  or  of  any  liveli- 
hood unto  my  master's,  and  he  saith  nay 


truly,  for  he  saith  the  last  time  that  he  wrote 
unto  William  Worcester  it  was  l.rfore   Mid- 
summer and  then  he  wrote   'A  Chroni 
Jerusalem,'  and   the  jomes   './<«///•;/•*,  mlinnt 
exploits)  that  my  master  (Fastolf}  did  while 
he  was  in  France,  that  God  on   hii  >..ul  have 
mercy!     And   he  saith  that   this  drew 
than    twenty    whazerys    (wages,     hn.-i  < 
of  paper,  and  this  writing  (he)  delivnv  ! 
William    Worcester    and    none    other,     inr 
knoweth  not  of  none  other  by  his  faith. 
By  your  man, 

JOHN  D.vvv. 
Most  prolably  written  after  1 

and  in  the  be"iniiini;  of  th< 

of  K.I V. 


LETTER    CXCV.—  (XXIII.  v..l  iv.  p.  81.) 

We  have  here  an  exact  picture  of  the  times,  and  are  furni.-hed  with  the  ste;  •]>  and  d>'tVn>'. 

propert).     Possession  seemed  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  number  of  men  the  possessor  was  able  • 

other,  at  a  short  notice,   to    resist  such   a  fellowship  as  his  adversary   brought   to    dispos-.- 

if  t 


e  great,  however,  extended  far,  and  if  they  interfered  the  others  were  obliged  to  submit. 
This  seems  to  have  Ix-en  the  case  here,  as  the  heads  of  b  Ith  parties  \\ere  retainers  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
Had  they  Ix-en  under  different  nobles,  perhaps  a  local  civil  commotion  would  have  p,  and 

many  lives  have  been  lost  before  the  contest  had  been  decided.     It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  tie 
which  this  letter  was  written.     I  think  it  must  have  l>een  in  the  beuinnin};  of  kin-  Kdw.ird's  reiirn.  1 
not  certain.     (These  remarks  of  Fenn  are  much  too  yeneral.     In  cases  of  disputed  ri;;ht,  as  we  liave  before 
remarked,  it  was  and  is  not  uncommon  to  have  recourse  to  force  as  the  quickest  means  of  obtaiuiu.- 
decision.      No  doubt  the  influence  of  the  rich  and  powerful  \\as  <;rcat  either  for  <;ood  or  evil,  but  the 
letter,  while  it  shows  the  yond  elVects  of  the    Duke  of  iNorfolk's  interference,   prove*  that  neither  pa: 
sidered  themselves  "  obliged  to  submit"  farther  than  their  own  interests  prompted  them.  "  A  1  >e.il  <-i\il  com- 


motion"   is  wholly   »ratuitons.      Landed  "is  well   as  other   property  appears   on   the   \\lmle   • 
sufficiently  secure  and  consequently  effectually  guarded.     We  shall   have  to  sp> 
len-tii  in  the  sn  ,  nit  of  tin-  .s/V;;''  ofCaister.] 


To  nnj  i-ijht  i\i-creinl  ami  in,,  sln}ifitl father,  Juhn  Paston,  be  thit  deli 
AKTKU    all    hnml.le    and    most    due    rerom-       of  your     blessing;     ple;ise    it     you    to    liav.^ 
.  I   Ic-seech  you       knowledge    that  as    (>n   Sunday  next  before 
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Michaelmas  day  as  my  mother  came  from 
London  ward,  she  came  homeward  by  Cotton, 
and  she  sent  for  me  to  Hellesdon  to  come  to 
her  thither,  and  so  I  have  been  in  the  place 
ever  since :  and  as  soon  as  Michaelmas  day 
was  passed  I  began  to  distrain  the  tenants, 
and  gathered  some  silver,  as  much,  I  trow, 
as  will  pay  for  our  costs,  and  yet  I  keep  here 
right  a  good  fellowship,  and  more  were  pro- 
mised me,  which  yet  came  not  to  me,  whereby 
I  was  near  deceived ;  for  when  Debenham 
heard  say  how  that  I  began  to  gather  silver, 
he  raised  many  men  within  one  day  and  an 
half  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  men,  as 
I  was  credibly  ascertained  by  a  yeoman  of 
the  chamber  of  my  lord's  (of  Norfolk)  that 
oweth  me  good  will,  which  yeoman,  as  soon 
as  he  had  seen  their  fellowship,  rode  strait  to 
my  lord  and  informed  him  of  it ;  and  also 
he  informed  my  lord  how  that  I  had  gathered 
another  great  fellowship,  which  fellowship  he 
named  more  than  we  were  by  one  hundred 
and  an  half,  and  yet  more ;  and  he  said  unto 
my  lord  and  my  lady,  and  to  their  counsel, 
that  without  that  my  lord  took  a  direction  in 
the  matter,  that  there  were  like  to  be  done 
great  harm  on  both  our  parts,  which  were  a 
great  disworship  to  my  lord,  considering  how 
that  he  taketh  us  both  for  his  men,  and  so  we 
be  known  well  enough ;  upon  which  infor 
mation,  and  disworship  to  my  lord,  that 
twain  of  his  men  should  debate  so  near  him, 
contrary  to  the  king's  peace,  considered  of 
my  lord  and  my  lady  and  their  counsel,  my 
lord  sent  for  me  and  Sir  Gilbert  Debenham 
to  come  to  him  to  Framlingham  both ;  and 
as  it  fortuned  well,  my  mother  came  to  me 
to  Cotton  not  half  an  hour  before  that  the 
messenger  came  to  me  from  my  lord,  which 
was  late  upon  Tuesday  last  past  at  night,  and 
the  next  day  on  the  morning  I  rode  to  my 
lord  to  Framlingham,  and  so  did  Sir  Gilbert 
also ;  and  as  soon  as  we  were  come  we  were 
sent  for  to  come  to  my  lord,  and  when  we 
came  to  my  lord,  he  desired  of  us  both  that 
we  should  neither  gather  no  fellowship,  but 
such  men  as  we  had  gathered  that  we  should 
send  them  home  again,  and  that  the  court 
should  be  continued  into  the  time  that  my 
lord,  or  such  as  he  would  assign,  had  spoken 
both  with  you,  and  Yelverton,  arid  Jenney; 
arid  that  one  indifferent  man,  chosen  by  us 


both  should  be  assigned  to  keep  the  place 
into  the  time  that  ye  and  they  were  spoken 
with. 

And  then  I  answered  my  lord  and  said, 
how  that  at  that  time  I  had  my  master  within 
the  manor  of  Cotton,  which  was  my  mother, 
and  into  the  time  that  I  had  spoken  with  her 
I  could  give  none  answer ;  and  so  my  lord 
sent  Richard  Fulmerston  bearer  hereof  to 
my  mother  this  day  for  an  answer,  which 
answer  he  should  bring  to  my  lord  to  London ; 
for  my  lord  rode  to  London  ward  as  yesterday, 
and  the  sooner  because  he  trusted  to  have  a 
good  end  of  this  matter  and  all  others  betwixt 
you,  which  he  taketh  for  a  great  worship  to 
him,  and  a  great  advantage  both,  and 
(if)  he  could  bring  this  matter  about,  for 
then  he  would  trust  to  have  your  service, 
all  which  were  to  him  great  treasure  and 
advantage. 

And  this  was  the  answer  that  my  mother 
and  I  gave  him,  that  at  the  instance  of  my 
lord  and  my  lady  we  would  do  thus  much  as  for 
to  put  the  court  in  continuance,  and  no  more 
to  receive  of  the  profits  of  the  manor  than  we 
had,  arid  had  distressed  for,  till  into  the  time 
that  she  and  I  had  word  again  from  my  lord 
and  you ;  if  so  were  that  they  would  neither 
make  entries  nor  distrain  the  tenants,  nor 
keep  no  court,  more  than  we  would  do,  and 
we  told  Richard  Fulmerston  that  this  my 
mother  and  I  did  at  the  instance  and  great 
request  of  my  lord,  because  my  lord  intended 
peace,  which  reasonable  we  would  not  be 
against,  and  yet  we  said  we  knew  well  that 
we  should  have  no  thank  of  you  when  ye 
knew  of  it,  without  it  were  because  we  did  it 
at  my  lord's  instance ;  but  before  this  answer 
we  had  received  as  much  silver,  full  nigh,  as 
Richard  Calle  sent  us  books  of  for  to  gather 
it  by ;  and  as  for  the  possession  of  the  place, 
we  told  him  that  we  would  keep  it,  and  Sir 
Gilbert  agreed,  so  that  Yelverton  and  Jenney 
would  do  the  same,  for  it  was  time  for  him  to 
say  so,  for  my  lord  told  him  that  he  would  set 
him  fast  by  the  feet  else,  to  be  sure  of  him, 
that  he  should  make  none  insurrections  into 
the  time  that  my  lord  came  again  from 
London. 

I  ween,  and  so  doth  my  mother  both,  that 
this  appointment  was  made  in  good  time,  for 
I  was  deceived  of  better  than  an  hundred 
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men  and  an  half  that  I  had  promise  of  to  have 
come  to  me  when  I  scut  for  them,  this  promise 
had  I  before  that  I  sent  to  you  the  last  letter 
the  day  after  St.  Michael.  Joimey  hca: 
that  I  kept  Cotton,  and  he  rode  to  Nacton, 
and  there  held  a  court,  and  received  the 
profits  of  the  manor. 

•eh  you  that  I  may  have  knowledge 
in  haste  from  you  how  ye  \vill  that  I  be 
demeaned  in  this  matter  and  in  all  others, 
and  1  shall  apply  me  to  fulfil  your  intent  in 
them  to  my  power  by  the  grace  of  (iod.  whom 
I  beseech  have  you  in  guiding,  and  send  you 
your  heart's  desire.  Written  at  Hemnale's 


Hall,    in  Cotton,   tin?   Ti, 
St.  Faith. 

My  mother  recommendeth  In 
pray rt h  you    to   hold    h< 
writeth  not  to  you  at   this  time,  for  - 
have  no  leisure;  the  bearer  hereof  shall  inform 
you  whether  Jenney  will  aLrree  to  this  appoint- 
ment or  not,  I  think  he  dare  do   none  other- 
Vour  son  and  lowly  servant, 
JOHN  PASTON. 

Hemnale's  Hall,  Cotton,  Suffolk, 

Thursday.  Octolx-r. 
Early  in  the  nfgn  of  Kdw.ird  IV.,  but  exact 

jear  uncertain. 


LETTER    CXCVL— (XXIV.  vol.  iv.p.  89. 

From  several  of  the  letters  contained  in  these  volumes  it  appears  that  proposals  for  a  marriage  often  or: 
from  the  friends  of  the  lady,  not  that  she  had  any  prepossession  in  favour  of  the  gentleman,  1 
friends  thought  such  a  match  mi«jht  he  proper  in  respect  to  worldly  matters.     This  seems  to  have  I  . 
case  here,  and  the  grandmother  of  the  younif  lady  wishes  the  friends  of  Sir  John  (.'ley  t  >   1» 
this  subject,  thinking  that  his  son's  livelihood  would  be  a  siillicient  one,  and  that  a  marriage  mii;hi  '• 
eluded  as  times  now  <ro,  ( for  that  must  be  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  now  in  thys  world,")  on  reasonable 
terms ;  this  marriage  however  never  took  effect. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you ;  please  you  to  weet  that  I  was  at 
Norwich  this  week  to  purvey  such  things  as 
••ill  me  against  this  winter;  and  I  was 
at  my  mother's,  and  while  I  was  there,  there 
came  in  one  Wrothe.  a  kinsman  of  Elizabeth 
Clere's,  and  he  sey  (saw)  your  daughter  and 
praised  her  to  my  mother,  and  said  that  she 
was  a  goodly  young  woman ;  and  my  mother 
prayed  him  for  to  get  for  her  one  good  marriage 
if  he  knew  any:  and  he  said  he  knew  one 
should  be  of  a  300  marks  (2007.)  by  year, 
the.  which  is  Sir  John  Cley's  son,  that  is 
chamberlayn  with  my  Lady  of  York. '  and  he 
age  of  eighteen  years  old  ;  if  ye  think 
it  be  for  to  be  spoken  of,  my  mother  thinks 
that  it  should  be  got  for  less  money  now  in 

1  Cecily.   Duchess  of  York,  fwidow  of    H 

..•net.  Duke  of  York,  and  mother  of  Edward  I\  . 

•cl  in  an  advanced  au'c,  at  her  cattle  ni  llerk- 
id,  in  May.  l-l-jj,  and  was  buried  near  her 
.-I.  in  the  choir  of  the  c 

:  Northamptonshire. 


this  world  than  it  should  be  hereafter,  either 
that  one,  or  some  other  good  marriage. 

Item,   I  spake  with  Master  John 
for  Pykering's  matter  after  your  intent  of  tin- 
matter  of  the  letter  that  :d  he 
said  tome  he  should  write  t.>  you  h,.. 
had  done  therein,  and  so  he  sent  you  a  1 
the  which  was  sent  you  by  John  \\ 
man  with  other  li  • 

As  for  answer  («f)  other  matters. 
telleth    me    he    wrote    to    you. 
Almighty    Cod    have    yc.u     in    li: 
Writl 
St.  Martin. 

Hy  your 

MARGARET  PA> 
Caiater,  Sunday,  November, 
between  14fi"l  and  1466. 
1  and.'.  I-:.  IV. 

•  i.u  Wodelioi.- 

renowned    John   \V,>dchousc.    F.s<|..    w! 
much  honour  at  the  hattl. 
1405,  and  lies  buried  in  Kimbe,  l< 
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LETTER    CXCVIL— (XXY.  vol  iv.  p.  91.) 

The  various  matter  contained  in  this  letter  makes  it  worthy  the  reader's  notice;  the  references  to  the  receivers, 
accounts  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  show  the  regularity  with  which  all  money  and  other  transactions  were  entered  and 
kept.  The  concluding  verses  furnish  us  with  a  specimen  of  the  familiar  poetry  of  the  time. 

To  my  cousin,  Margaret  Paston. 


MINE  own  dear  sovereign  lady,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  and  thank  you  of  the  great  cheer 
that  ye  made  me  here  to  my  great  cost  and 
charge  and  labour.  No  more  at  this  time, 
but  that  I  pray  you  ye  will  send  me  hither  two 
ells  of  worsted  1  for  doublets,  to  happe  me 
this  cold  winter  and  that  ye  inquire  where 
William  Paston  bought  his  tippet  of  fine 
worsted,  which  is  almost  like  silk,  and  if  that 
be  much  finer  than  that  ye  should  buy  me 
after  seven  or  eight  shillings,  then  buy  me  a 
quarter  and  the  nail  thereof  for  collars,  though 
it  be  dearer  than  the  other,  for  I  would  make 
my  doublet  all  worsted  for  worship  of  Norfolk, 
rather  than  like  Conner's  doublet. 

Item,  as  for  the  matter  of  the  nine  score 
pounds  asked  by  my  Lady  of  Bedford  2  for 
the  manor  of  West  Thurrock,  whereas  Sir 
Thomas  Howes  saith  that  he  hath  no  writing 
thereof,  but  that  Sir  John  Fastolf  purchased 
the  said  manor,  and  paid  certain  money  in 
earnest,  and  afterwards  granted  his  bargain 
to  the  Duke  Bedford,  and  so  the  money  that 
he  took  was  for  the  money  that  he  had  paid ; 
peradventure  Sir  Thomas  Howes  hath  writing 
thereof,  and  knoweth  it  not ;  for  if  there  be 
any  such  money  paid  upon  any  bargain  he 
shall  find  it  in  Kyrtling's  books,  that  was  Sir 
John  Fastolf's  receiver,  and  it  was  about  such 
time  as  the  Duke  of  Bedford  was  last  in  Eng- 
land, which,  as  it  is  told  me,  was  the  eighth 
year  of  King  Harry  V.  (1420),  or  the  eighth 
year  of  King  Harry  VI.  (1429) ;  and  the 
sum  that  he  paid  for  the  said  bargain  was 
300  marks  (200/).  Also,  he  shall  find  the 
twenty-second  year  of  King  Harry  (VI.),  or 

1  Worsted  is  a  small  market-town  in  the  most  eastern 
part  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  formerly  famous  for  the 
manufacture  of  those  stuffs  which  still  bear  its  name, 
and  of  which,  for  the  worship  of  Norfolk,  J.  Paston 
desired  his  doublet  might  be  made. 

'2  Jaquelina,  daughter  of  Peter  of  Luxemburgh,  Earl 
of  Saint  Pol,  was  the  second  wife  of  John  Planta- 
genet,  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  she  was  married  to  him  in 
1433,  and  after  his  decease  in  1435,  she  became  the 
wife  of  Sir  Richard  Wydvile,  and  died  in  1472. 


there  about  (1443),  in  the  accounts  of  one  of 
Fastolf's  receivers  at  London,  that  there  was 
taken  of  Sir  Thomas  Tyrell,  and  of  the 
Duchess  of  Exeter,3  that  was  wife  to  Sir 
Lewis  Johnes,  farmer  of  the  said  manor,  cer- 
tain money  for  repayment  of  part  of  the  said 
300  marks.  Also  he  shall  find  in  years  after 
that,  or  that  year,  or  thereabouts,  that  Sir  John 
Fastolf  received  money  of  my  Lord  Rivers  * 
that  now  is,  by  the  name  of  Richard  Wydvile, 
for  his  own  debt  due  to  Sir  John  Fastolf; 
wherefore,  if  Sir  Thomas  be  true  to  his  master, 
let  him  do  his  devoir  to  make  that.  Worcester, 
which  is  upheld  by  him  with  the  dead's  goods, 
be  true  to  his  master,  or  else  it  is  time  for  Sir 
Thomas  to  forsake  him,  and  help  to  punish  him, 
or  men  must  say  that  Sir  Thomas  is  not  true; 
and  moreover  let  Sir  Thomas  examine  what 
he  can  find  in  this  matter  that  I  sent  him 
word  of,  which  matter  he  shall  find  in  the 
said  receiver's  books  if  he  list  to  seek  it. 

Item,  on  the  day  after  your  departing  I  re- 
ceived letters  by  William  Roos  from  your 
sons  to  me,  and  to  you,  and  to  Richard 
Calle,  &c. 

Item,  I  shall  tell  you  a  tale, 

Pampyng  and  I  have  picked  your  male5 

And  taken  out  pieces  6  five, 

For  upon  trust  of  Calle's  promise  we  may 
soon  unthrive, 

And  if  Calle  bring  us  hither  twenty  pound, 

Ye  shall  have  your  pieces  again,  good  and 
round ; 

3  This  was  most  probably  Margaret,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Nevile,  and  widow  of  Thomas 
Beaufort,  Duke  of  Exeter. 

4  Sir  Richard  Wydvile,  in  1448,  was  created  Baron 
Rivers  of  Grafton  in  Northamptonshire,  and  elected  a 
Knight  of  the  Garter.     His  daughter  Elizabeth  after- 
wards became  the  queen  of  Edward  IV.,  who  then  ad- 
vanced her  father  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  Rivers.     He 
was  seized  by  the  Lancaster  mutineers,  and  beheaded 
at  Banbury  in!4C9. 

5  Male,  or  mail,  is  a  trunk  or  portmanteau.     It  is 
to  be  observed,  that  in  the  original  letter  the  verses  do 
not  finish  the  line,  but  are  written  as  prose. 

6  Pieces  of  money. 
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Or  else  if  he  will  not  pay  you  the  value  of 

the  pieces,  there 
To  the  post  do  nail  his  ear, 
Or  else  do  him  some  other  wn 
For  I  will  no  more  in  his  default  borrow; 
And  but  if  (unless)  the  receiving  of  my 

livelihood  !>»•  better  plied, 
He  shall  Christ's   hour    and    mine  clean 

tried;  J 

And  look  ye  1 e  merry  and  take  no  thought, 
For  this  rhyme  is  cunningly  wrought. 


My  Lord  Percy  *  and  all  this  house 
Recommend  them   to  you,  dog,   c 

mouse, 

And  wish  ye  had  been  here  still. 
For  they  say  ye  are  a  good  gill.  3 
No  more  to  you  at  this  time, 
Hut  (iod  him  save  that  made  this  rhyme. 
Written  the  of  Saint  Matne. 

By  your  true  and  trusty  husband, 

J.  P. 

February,  between  1461  and  1465. 
1  and  5  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CXCVIIL— (XXVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  97.) 

John   Ik'auchamn.  I/ircl  Beanchamp  of  Powick,  in  Worcestershire,  was  so  created  in  1447.     In  1450  he  was  ap- 

Sinted  Lord  'Ireasurer,  awl  became  a  Knight  of  the  (iartt-r.  lit-  died  in  H7">,  10  K.  IV.,  awl  was  buried  in  the 
lurch  of  tl>c  Dominican  Friars  at  \\'<>i<. 

To  mine  well-beloved,  friend  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  Parson  of  BlnficM. 


WFI.I.-BELOVED  friend  I  greet  you  well,  and 
forasmuch  as  I  understand  that  W'illiam 
Worcester,  late  the  servant  unto  Sir  John  Fas- 
tolf,  knight,  whose  soul  God assoil!  is  not  had 
in  favour  nor  trust  with  my  right  well-beloved 
friend  John  Paston,  neither  with  you,  as  he 
saith,  namely  in  such  matters  and  causes  as 
concerneth  the  will  and  testament  of  the  said 
Sir  John  Fastolf ;  and  as  I  am  informed  the 
said  William  purposeth  him  to  go  into  his 
country,  for  the  which  cause  he  hath  desired 
me  to  write  unto  you  that  ye  would  be  a 
,il  good  friend  unto  him  for  his  said 

Gnenwich, 

28th  of  August, 
Ijetweeu  14(11  and  M6G. 

!  and  6  E.  IV. 


master's  sake,   to  have    all    such 
reason  and  conscience  requiretb,  and  ti,  . 
would  be  (a)  mean  unto  Pa>tn:i  for  him  in 
this  matter,    to  show  him  the   more   favour 
at  this  time  for  this  my  writing  in  doing  of 
any  trouble  to  him.  trusting  that  he  will  de- 
mean him  in  such  wise  that  he  shall  have  no 
cause  unto  him  but  to  be   his  good  ma- 
he  .saith.  and  if  there  be  anything  that  I  can 
do  for  you,  I  will  be  right  glad  to  do   it.  and 
that  knoweth  Almighty  God,  which  ha\ . 
in  his  keeping.      Wri;- 
28th  day  of  August.  J.  HIM  m AMI-. 


1  I  .1.1  imt  MDteetaod  this  Una.    [In 

.i«  —  "  Me    sh.ill   Crisis   ours    ami    mini-   rl«-n<- 
tryi-d."      May  there  not   U-  an  error  in  the  tra1 
tion  -     "  Mr  >hall  Clirisi's  cur*  and  mine  <-l.-;in 
would   x\\>-  an  a]>ix>Mte  meaning',  and  the  var. 
•  iiii'_»lit  tM-ily  oi-ciir  in  <-o|<: 

nr>  l.i«rd  Percy, eon  and  heir  of 
N  Ttliuru'jerlawl,   who    WM 


killed  at    til.-   Iwttle  of  Towton.  in    MGi 

mnd-danohtar  and  lu-ir  •  I  Povninge. 

•'.ii-rhaviiu,'  IMM-II  ..ttaint.'d.  I,.-  .-..miiiM.  •  . 


all.-d  I.nr.l  I'.-rcy  ;  but  in  1  i.  -store 

(a  blood  and  title,  the  atUindrr  of  hUfath. 

\oiil.     Mi-   \vas  uiurdiTifl  by   a  tumultuous  mob    in 
York-hire,  in  1488. 
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LETTER  CXCIX.— (XXVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  101.) 

Sir  George  Browne,  knight,  of  Beechworth  Castle  in  Surrey,  was  the  second  husband  of  Elizabeth,  the  sister  of 
J.  Paston,  and  widow  of  Robert  Poynyngs  ;  this  short  letter  was  therefore  most  probably  written  by  him  to 
J.  Paston  in  the  beginning  of  Edward  IVth's  reign;  it  recommends  in  a  friendly  manner  to  him  loyalty  to 
the  prince  upon  the  throne,  and  seems  to  hint  at  some  actions  of  J.  Paston's  done  contrary  thereto,  which  had 
come  to  Sir  George's  knowledge,  and  which  he  would  not  disclose.  [It  is  a  curious  specimen  of  letter- writing, 
and  has  no  doubt  a  concealed  meaning  ;  whether  Fenn  has  explained  the  meaning  must  remain  a  matter  of 
opinion.] 

To  my  trusty  and  well-beloved  cousin,  John  Paston,  Esq.  in  haste. 

LOYAWLTE,  Ayme.     (Love,  Loyalty.') 
It  shall  never  come  out  for  me.  By  your  own 


G.  BROWNE. 


Written  most  proba- 
bly between  1461 
and  1466.  1  and  6 
E.IV. 


LETTER  CO.— (XXVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  101 .) 

We  have  here  a  letter  written  by  John  Paston  to  his  father,  from  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  at  a  time  when,  by  the 
king's  command,  he  was  to  convey  soldiers  from  thence  to  Yarmouth  on  ship-board,  I  suppose  for  foreign 
service.  It  appears  from  hence,  likewise,  that  the  soldiers  wore  the  livery  of  those  who  retained  them. 

To  my  right  worshipful  father,  John  Paston. 


PLEASE  you  to  weet  that  I  am  at  Lynn,  and 
understand  by  divers  persons,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, that  the  master  of  Carbrooke  1  would 
take  a  rule  iu  the  Mary  Talbot  as  for  cap- 
tain, and  to  give  jackets  of  his  livery  to  divers 
persons  which  he  waged  by  other  men,  and 
not  by  him,  being  in  the  said  ship;  where- 
fore inasmuch  as  I  have  but  few  soldiers  in 
mine  livery  here,  to  strengthen  me  in  that 
which  is  the  king's  commandment,  I  keep 
with  me  your  two  men  Dawbeney  and  Calle, 
which  I  purpose  shall  sail  with  me  to  Yar- 


1  The  master  of  Carbrooke,  I  believe,  means  the 
master  of  the  commandry  of  Carbrooke  in  Norfolk, 
formerly  a  society  of  Knights  Templars,  and  the  only 
one  in  the  county,  who  were  bound  to  go  on  pil- 
grimage to  Jerusalem,  either  as  religious  devotees 
or  as  soldiers  to  fight  against  the  infidels. 


mouth,  for  I  have  purveyed  harness  for  them, 
and  ye  shall  well  understand  by  the  grace  of 
God  that  the  said  master  of  Carbrooke  shall 
have  none  rule  in  the  ships,  as  1 2  had  pur- 
posed he  should  have  had,  because  of  his 
business;  3  and  for  this  is  one  of  the  special 
causes  I  keep  your  said  men  with  me,  be- 
seeching you  ye  take  it  to  none  displeasure 
with  me,  notwithstanding  their  herden  4  at 
Wygenhall  shall  be  done  this  day,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  who  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

2  It  appears  that  in  this  case  the  master  was  sub- 
ordinate to  J.  Paston,  and  under  his  command. 

3  [Because  of  his  making  himself  so  busy.] 

4  I  do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word 
herden.     [Is  it  not  herding,  or  assembling?     Mean- 
ing that  notwithstanding  their  assembling  at  Wygen- 
hall was  required  for  some  purpose,  yet  in  a  case  of 
such  need  he  had  ventured  to  retain  them.] 
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Written  at  Lynn,  the  morrow  after  my  de-  I        Item,  as  for  such  tidings  as  be  here  Th. 
parting  from  you.  |   shall  inform  you.  JOHN 


Written  between  14f.l  and  146G. 
1  and  6  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CGI.— (XXIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  105.) 

As  tliis  letter  has  no  subscription,  the  writer  cannot  1>e  ascertained,  though  it  appears  to  be  written  by  one  who 
had  some  concern  at  the  county  <•  ,mrt,  vhnv  election  or  other  country  disputes  seemed. to  be  expected  to 
come  on.  He  was  probably  a  retainer  of  some  great  man  or  lady  whose  interest  he  was  to  support.  The 
Iwing  oblL-ed  to  send  as  far  as  Cambridge  for  a  physician  HMM  h'm-  U-.-n  both  troublesome  and  c\ 
[It  appears  to  us  rather  that  lie  was  sued  fur  debt.  lie  fe.ired  arrest  if  found  in  the  town,  and  expected  a 
distress  on  his  property.  Without  the  assistance  lie  prays  lor,  he  "  must  sell  or  let  to  farm  all  that  1. 

To  my  right  worshipful  Mistress  Paston. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  your  good  mistress-ship, 
beseeching  you  in  the  way  of  charity,  and  as 
I  may  be  your  beadsman  and  servant,  that  ye 
will  let  me  have  weeting  how  I  may  be  ruled 
against  the  next  shire  ;  it  is  said  there  shall 
be  much  more  people  th;m  were  the  last; 
and  also  if  1  be  in  my  lady's  place,  or  in  any 
other  in  the  town.  I  shall  be  taken  out. 
Also,  mistress,  that  my  master  Iladcliff  shall 
take  all  my  cattell  (chatties)  and  all  other 
poor  good  that  I  have,  and  so  but  (unless)  I 
may  have  help  of  my  master  and  of  you  I 
am  but  lost.  Also  my  servant  ?*lai yot  will 
go  from  my  wife  to  my  right  great  hurt, 


wherefore,  mistress,  I  beseech  your  help  in  all 
these,  and  I  shall  content  the  costs  as  ye  shall 
be  pleased,  by  the  grace  of  ever 

preserve  you,  &c. 

Also,  mistress,  I  cannot  be  \vitln 
continual  help,  but  I  must  sell  or  let  to  farm 
all  that  I  have. 

Mistress  my  lady  sent  to  Cambridge  for  a 
doctor  of  physic,  if  ye  will  anything  with  him 
he  shall  abide  this  day  and  to-morrow,  he  is 
right  a  cunuing  (skilful)  man  and  a  gentle. 

Written 

between  1461  and  1466. 
landtii:.  IV. 


LETTER    CCII.—  (XXX.  vol.  iv.  p.  107.) 

sit  is  always  best  to  have  the  characters  of  the  writers  of  these  letters  from   their 

;  imishiii.'  us  with   that  of  Ilu-h  Fenn.     The  ineuti"!. 
..lonable;    and   tin-  aunt   here    mentioned  1    Ix'li* 


what 


. 
en  \sritten  after  tin-  decease  of  Sir  John  Faslolf,  and  in  tin-  be-innin:,'  of  tin-  n  ign  ,»!  i;.t\\ 

To  my  riyht  tt'omhi/'ful  limsbuml,  Julin  J'astm. 


worshipful  husband  I  recommend  me 
B,  please  it    yon  to  weet  that   mine  aunt 
i  '   and  if  it 

,d  word  how  ye  will   that  \vi- 
r  the  livelihood  that   she  had  at   Walrot, 
whither  ye  will   that  anybody  tau 
tin  ie  in  your  nann-  or  not  ;  and  if  it  like  you 
.  e  with  you  my  cousin  William  In 
v  ye  should  find  him  a  .iere^ 

bO  your  household,  and  to  buy  all 


manner  of  stuff  needful   flxf 

the  rule   and    u'ood   guiilin:: 

hrrn  f..l«l  me  1,,-fon- th;it  he  .  .11  of 

such  tiling,  and  if  ye  will  that  I  send  for  him, 

>'.  itli   him  tb 

•rd.  for  in  faith  it  rone1 


1  [Croon  is  a  Scotch  word  for  to  hum  or  talk  over. 
etc  appears  to  be  used  here  in  a  somewhat  si- 
milar >•  • 
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your  old  officers  for  divers  things,  whereof  I 
have  known  part  by  Dawbeney,  and  more  I 
I  shall  tell  you  when  ye  come  home. 

Also  it  is  thought  by  my  cousin  Elizabeth 
Clere,  and  the  vicar,  and  others  that  be  your 
friends,  that  it  is  right  necessary  for  you  to 
have  Hew  (Hugh}  of  Fenn  to  be  your  friend  in 
your  matters,  for  he  is  called  right  faithful 
and  trusty  to  his  friends  that  trust  him ; 
and,  as  it  is  reported  here,  he  may  do  much 
with  the  king  and  the  lords ;  and  it  is  said 
that  he  may  do  much  with  them  that  be 
your  adversaries,  and  therefore  for  God's 
sake,  if  ye  may  have  his  good  will,  forsake  it 
riot ;  also  it  is  thought  the  more  learned  men 


ye  have  of  your  own  country  of  your  counsel, 
the  more  Avorshipful  it  is  to  you. 

Also,  if  ye  be  at  home  this  Christmas,  it 
were  well  done  ye  should  do  purvey  a  garnish 
or  twain  of  pewter  vessel,  two  basins  and  two 
ewers,  and  twelve  candlesticks,  for  ye  have 
too  few  of  any  of  these  to  serve  this  place  :  I  am 
afraid  to  purvey  much  stuff  in  this  place  till 
we  be  surer  thereof.  The  blessed  Trinity  have 
you  in  his  blessed  keeping.  Written  the 
Thursday  next  after  St.  Andrew. 

By  your  MARGARET  PASTON. 

Thursday,  December, 
between  1461  and  1466. 
1  and  6  E.  IV 


LETTER  CCIII.— (XXXI.  vol.  iv.  p.  109.) 

We  have  here  a  curious  instance  of  a  person  illegally  recovering  an  estate  by  making  a  great  man  a  party  in 
the  proceedings,  for  such  manifestly  appears  to  have  been  the  case  here,  where  Rous  takes  possession  of  the 
manor  of  East  Lexham,  and  then  makes  a  feoffment  of  it  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  thinking  that  no  one 
would  dare  to  dispute  his  title  when  sanctioned  by  this  nobleman.  [We  do  not  see  the  manifest  illegality 
here,  though  there  may  be  some  hardship.  Rous  claims  in  virtue  of  an  entail,  and  if  this  really  existed,  the 
case  is  only  like  many  of  modern  times  wherein  a  purchaser  suffers  from  having  accepted  a  bad  title.  The 
recovery  "  ageyne  the  aunsetrys  of  Rows  "  may  have  easily  occurred,  either  through  collusion,  or  by  the  right 
of  entail  not  having  then  accrued  to  the  plaintiff.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  Sir  and  my  right  good  nephew,  John  Past  on,  Esq.  be  this  letter  delivered,  8fc. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir  and  my  right  good 
nephew,  I  recommend  me  unto  you  with  all 
mine  heart ;  please  it  you  to  understand  the 
great  necessity  of  my  writing  to  you  is  this, 
that  there  was  made  au  exchange  by  the 
grandsire  of  my  husband  Mundefurd,  on 
whose  soul  God  have  mercy !  of  the  manor 
of  Gressenhall  with  the  ancestors  of  Rous 
for  the  manor  of  East  Lexham,  the  which  is 
part  of  my  jointure,  and  my  grandfather 
Mundeford  recovered  the  said  manor  of  East 
Lexham  by  assize  *  against  the  ancestors  of 
Rous,  and  so  made  it  clear ;  and  now  have 
Edmund  Rous 3  claimed  the  said  manor  of 
East  Lexham  by  the  virtue  of  a  tail  (an  entail) 
and  hath  taken  possession,  and  made  a  feoff- 
ment  to  my  Lord  of  Warwick,  3  and  Walter 

1  Assize  is  a  writ  directed  to   the  sheriff  of  the 
county  for  recovery  of  the  possession  of  things  im- 
moveable,  whereof  yourself  or  ancestors  have  been 
dispossessed. 

2  Edmund  Rous  was  second  son  of  Henry  Rous, 
Esq.  of  Denningtou,  in  Suffolk,  the  ancestor  of  the 
present  family,  which  had  the  title  of  Baronet  con- 
ferred upon  the  head  of  it  in  1660. 

3  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Warwick. 


Gorge,4  and  to  Curde;5  and  on  Friday  before 
St.  Valentine's  day  Walter  Gorge  arid  Curde 
entered  arid  took  possession  for  my  said  Lord 
of  Warwick,  and  so  both  the  foresaid  manors 
were  untailed ;  and  at  the  same  time  of  the 
exchange  made,  the  tails  and  evidence  of 
both  (the)  foresaid  manors  were  delivered 
unto  the  parties  indifferently  by  the  advice 
of  men  learned :  wherefore  I  beseech  you  that 
it  please  you  to  take  the  great  labour  upon  you 
to  inform  my  lord's  good  lordship  of  the  truth 
in  the  form  above  written,  and  that  it  please 
you  to  understand  whether  that  my  lord  will 
abide  by  the  feoffment  made  to  him  or  not, 
and  that  it  shall  please  my  lord  that  I  may 
have  right,  as  law  require  it ;  for  I  trust  to 
God  by  such  time  as  my  lord  shall  be  in- 

4  WViter  Gorges,  Esq.  married  Mary,  the  daughter 
and  heir  of  Sir  William  Oldhall,  and  was  at  this  time 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Oldhall  in  Great  Fransham; 
he   died  in  1466.     His  son  and  heir,  Sir  Edmund 
Gorges,  afterwards  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Howard,  knight,  the  first  Duke  of  Norfolk  of  that 
family. 

5  John  Curde  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Curde's 
Hall  in  Fransham. 
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formed  of  the  truth  by  you.  that  his  lordship 
will  not  support  the  foresaid  Rons  against  my 
right;  and  if  I  hud  very  understanding  that 
my  lord  would  take  no  part  in  the  matter 
abovesaid,  I  would  trust  to  God's  mercy,  and 
to  you.  and  other  of  my  good  friends  to  have 
sion  again  in  right  hasty  time,  beseech- 


ing you  to  pardon  me  of  my  simple  writii 
(/)hadno  leisure.     Right  worshipful  an 
right  good  nephew  I  beseech  the  hie- 
have  you  in  his  gracious  keeping.     AY: 
at  Norwicli  in  great  haste  the  Tu- 
after  St.  Valentine's  day. 

Your  own  ELIZABETH  MUNDEFORD.' 


Norwich.  Tuesday,  February, 

between  Hfil  and  1466. 

land  6  K.  IV. 


LETTER   CCIV.— (XXXII.  vol.  iv.  p.  1 13.) 

Tliis  letter  contains  a  curious  circumstance,  it  shows  us  a  person  petitioning  for  m  place,  and  promi.sin::.  if  he 
should  be  successful,  he  would  make  the  son  of  the  person  through  whose  interest  he  obtained  it   a 
present  of  five  marks.     May  we  not  compare  this  transaction  with  those  of  modern  times?    .lohu 
Karl  of  Worcester,  was  appointed  Lord  Treasurer  in  14W,  which  oflice  he  had  also  before  held  in  t 
king'sreign.    On  the  re-accession  of  Henry  VI.  he  was  taken  prisoner,  unjustly  accused  of  cruelty,  c<> 
and  iu  Octolxir  1470  beheaded. 

To  the  right  reverend  and  worshipful  Sir,  my  right  honourable  matter,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  right  honour- 
able master,  1  recommend  me  to  you  in  my 
most  humble  wise,  and  please  it  your  good 

•rship  to  weet,  that  it  is  said  here  that 
my  Lord  Worcester  is  like  to  be  treasurer, 
with  whom  I  trust  ye  stand  right  well  in 
conceit,  with  which  God  continue  ;  wherefore 
I  beseech  your  mastership  that  if  my  said 
lord  have  the  said  office,  that  it  like  you  to 
desire  the  nomination  of  one  of  the  «•!'. 
cither  of  the  Controuller  or  Searchership  of 
Yarmouth,  for  a  servant  of  yours;  and  I 
should  so  guide  me  in  the  Office  as  I  trust 
should  I.e  most  prolit  to  my  said  lord:  and 
if  your  mastership  liked  to  get  grant  th 
that  then  it  please  you  to  licence  one  of  your 

:,ts    to    t.ike   out    the    patent    of  the    said 
office,  and    if    it    c:o>»    live,   or    six.    or    eight 

maiki  -..  tr  l/..w  r>/.  i;.v.s</.)  I  shall 

truly  content  it  airain:   and  yearly    a-  1 

I  -'lit     liilVC     the    offices,    or     any   of    them.    I 

.    give   my    ma-ter   your   son    live    mnk> 
Aard    an    hackn.-. 


•  It  should  be  to  me  right  a  good  me 
stand  as  well  in  the  trust  as  in  the  < 
amongst  merchants,  with  whom,  and  with  all 
men,  I  call  myself  a  servant  of  y 
will  do  if  it  please  you,  which  holdeth  (em- 
boldens) me  the  more  to   call  upon  your 
shipful    mastership  in  this   matter,  wherein  I 
beseech  you  to  forgive  me  my  Imhi: 
behalf.  '  Ami  if    I  knew  that  my  hud  l) 
have  the  office  in   certain,  then  I  \\oul<! 
upon  your  ^ood  mastership  there  t 
patent,  if  it  pleased  your  good    mastership  to 
iM  me  the  irrant,  &c. 

No   more  unto   you    my    i 

:   at  tiii-   time,  but    .lY>u   I    I- 
you   a  L'ood  cuiiclusiuii    in    all   your   m.; 
and  gr.mt  you  ever  yciir  lie.r' 
c.nitinual  f-rvant  and 

Joi 
1462.     L'  t.  IV. 


Mun.i.  raid,  in  N.-i! 

il;m-ht<T  of  .lohn    I'. 

. 
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LETTER  CCV.— (XII.  vol.  i.  p.  257.) 
To  my  worshipful  master,  John  Paston  the  oldest,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  Sir,  I 
heartily  recommend  me  unto  your  reverence, 
thanking  you  for  the  great  cheer  and  com- 
fortable words  that  ye  gave  unto  me  what 
time  that  I  was  last  in  your  presence ; 
desiring  full  specially  of  Almighty  God,  out 
of  all  your  worldly  tribulations  and  adversity 
gracious  deliverance,  and  in  all  virtuous 
prosperity  good  increase  and  continuance. 
If  it  like  your  mastership  to  know  the  cause 
of  this  writing,  it  is  this ;  it  is  not  unknown  * 
unto  you  that  Master  Brakle,  Christ  rest  his 
soul!  delivered  to  William  Paston  your 
brother,  certain  obligations,  of  the  which  the 
duty  should  grow  to  my  convent  in  Norwich. 
I  have  spoke  to  William  Paston  hereof, 
and  he  excuseth  him,  and  saith  on  this  wise ; 
that  by  the  will  of  Master  Brakle,  what  time 
that  Sir  Thomas  Todenham,  knight,  should 
be  put  unto  his  death,  he  delivered  them  unto 
his  confessor ;  the  which,  as  he  saith,  should  be 
a  Grey  friar,  whose  name  he  knoweth  not. 
Also,  he  saith,  that  after  the  death  of  the 
foresaid  knight  he  spake  with  the  friar,  con- 
fessor unto  the  knight,  and  asked  him  after 
the  foresaid  obligations,  and,  as  he  saith,  the 


friar  said  unto  him  that  he  had  delivered  them 
unto  (the)  knight  marshall. 

Wherefore  I  beseech  you,  as  specially  as  I 
may,  that  now  while  your  brother  is  at 
London,  that  ye  of  your  grace  will  know  the 
truth  in  this  matter,  for  the  comfort  of  the 
dead  and  profit  of  my  convent. 

No  more  at  this  time,  but  that  I  beseech 
Almighty  God  in  Trinity  conserve  yours, 
and  keep  you  in  all  virtuous  prosperity. 
Amen. 

Written  at  Heylesdon  in  great  haste,  the 
12th  day  of  May,  in  your  manor  after  meat. 

The  cause  why  the  master  delivered  them 
to  him  more  than  to  you,  was,  as  he  said  unto 
me,  forasmuch  as  ye  had  so  many  matters 
in  hand  for  yourself,  and  also  for  the  dead, 
that  he  durst  not  attempt  you  with  all ;  and 
also  because  he  had  less  for  to  do,  his  hope 
was  that  he  should  a  sped  (have  done)  it  more 
readily. 

Friar  William  Thorp  dwells  at  Salisbury. 
By  your  poor  orator  and  beadsman, 

Friar  JOHN  MOWTH. 

Heylesdon,  12th  of  May,  1462. 
2  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCVI.— (XIII.  vol.  i.  p.  261.) 

The  first  part  of  this  letter  relates  to  the  disputes  concerning  Sir  John  Fastolf 's  estates,  and  shows  that  proceed- 
ings concerning  property  were  often  carried  on  in  a  clandestine  manner.  [Then  as  now  each  party  taking 
all  legal  advantages  of  each  other.] 

To  my  right  honourable  and  worshipful  master,  my  Master  Paston. 


PLEASE  it  your  worshipful  mastership  to  weet, 
that  it  is  informed  me  this  day  secretly,  that 
there  is  directed  out  a  commission  to  Master 
Yelverton2  and  master  Jenney2  which  shall 
to-morrow  sit  by  virtue  of  the  same  at  Saint 
Olave's,3  and  the  substance  of  gentlemen  and 
yeomen  of  Lothingland  be  assigned  to  be 
afore  the  said  commissioners  ;  and  it  is  sup- 
posed it  is  for  my  master's  land?,  for  as  the 

1  [Fenn  by  mistake  prints  this  known."] 

2  I  suppose  these  were  William  Yelverton,  a  judge 
of  the  King's  Bench,  and  William  Jeuney,  a  serjeant- 
at-law. 

3  St.  Olave's,  a  village  in  the  hundred  of  Lothing, 
in  Suffolk. 

VOL.    I. 


said  person  informed  me,  the  said  com- 
missioners have  been  at  Cotton,  and  there 
entered  and  holden  a  court ;  I  cannot  inform 
your  mastership  that  it  is  thus  in  certain,  but. 
thus  it  was  told  me,  and  desired  me  to  keep 
it  secret ;  but  because  I  conceive  it  is  against 
your  mastership,  it  is  my  part  to  give  you 
relation  thereof. 

I  send  you  a  letter  which  cometh  from 
Worcester4  to  my  master  your  brother,  I 
would  ye  understood  the  intent  of  it,  for  as 
for  Worcester  I  know  well  he  is  not  good. 

4  William  Worcester,  the  secretary  and  servant  of 
Sir  John  Fastolf,  and  one  of  his  executors. 
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Some  men  are  busy  to  make  war,  for  by 
the  absenting  of  my  master,  the  parson  cometh 
not  of  his  own  motion,  but  I  would  your 
mastership  knew  by  whom  it  is  moved.  I 
heard  you  never  call  him  false  priest,  by  my 
truth,  nor  other  langiiair.'  that  is  rehearsed 
(to  or  by]  him,  but  God  send  a  good  accord, 
fur  of  variance  cometli  great  hurt  often  time; 
and  I  beseecli  Jesu  send  your  mastership  your 
heart's  desire,  and  amend  them  that  would 
.-.iry. 

Sir,  yester  even  a  man  came  from  London, 
and  he  saith,  the  king  came  to  London  on 


Saturday,  and  there  did  make  aproclan, 

that   all  men   that  were   b«  • 

sixteen  should  be  ready  to  wait  upon  him 

whensoever  they  were  called;  ]an 

that  my  Lord  Warwick  had 

and   informed    his   highness  that 

Somerset2   had  written  to  him  to  cor 

grace,  but  of  the  fleet  of  ship*3 

tidings  in  certain  at  London  on  Mondax 

past. 

Your  beadsman  and  ser 

Jon- 
1462.     2  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCY1L— (XI V.  vol.  i.  p.  263.) 

Tliis  appears  to  contain  the  report  of  the  day  relative  to  the  transactions  of  the  fleet  which  was  sent  out  • 
Uritanny  in  1462,  but  which  seems  to  have  had  no  foundation,  at  lea-t  no  material  one,  as   our  hisl 
make  no  mention  of  such  an  engagement,  nor  does  the  writer  himself  jrive  much  credit  to  ', 
however  authenticates  the  truth  of  a  fleet  having  Ix-eii  sent  out  at  that  time. 

To  my  right  honourable  and  worshipful  master,  my  master,  John  Pax/on. 


PLEASE  your  worshipful  mastership  to  weet, 
there  is  a  ship  of  Hythe,  which  saith  that 
John  Cole  came  from  the  west  coast  on 
Wednesday  last  past  ;  and  he  saith  that  the; 
fleet  of  ships  of  this  land  met  with  sixty  sail 
of  Spaniards,  Bretons,  and  Frenchmen,  and 
there  took  of  them  fifty,  whereof  twelve  ships 
were  as  great  as  the  Grace  de  Dieu  ;  and 
there  is  slain  on  this  part  the  Lords  Clinton 
and  Dacre,4  and  many  gentlemen,5  juve  and 
others,  the  numl>er  of  four  thousand,  and  the 
said  Spaniards  were  purposed  with  mer- 
chandize into  Handera;  my  Lord  of  Warwick's 
ship,  the  Mary  Grace,  and  the  Trinity,  had 
the  greatest  hurt,  for  they  were  foremost. 
God  send  grace  this  be  true.  On  Thursday 
t>t  at  London  was  no  tidings  in  certain 
where  the  fleet  was,  nor  what  they  had  done, 
and  therefore  I  fear  the  tidings  the  more. 

1  A  similar  proclamation  is  said  to  have  been  issued 

.LI*  letter  nv  written  in  i 

ill  that  year   the    Duke   Oi  ronsly 

.;t    revolting,  ua-    taken  .'it 
m.  and  beheaded. 

bin  fleet  \\;is  ini.-t  probably  mai  which    our 
.;  t.>  I'.ritanny 
•  f  which  the.  forei.-i. 


iiiL'. 
nl   Clinton,   re  \olted    from    lien: 

'    and 


Item,  Sir,  as  for  tidings  at    1 
were  arrested  by  the  treasurer  fort 
in  Thames,  whereof  many  small  ships  : 
it  is  said  it  is  to  carry  men  to  Calais  in  all 
haste,  for  fear  of  the  king  of  France 
siege ;  and  it  was  told  me  secretly 
two  hundred  in  Calais  sworn  contrary 
king's  weal,  and  for  default  oft: 
and    that   Queeu    Margaret 
Boulogne  with  much  silver  to  pay 
in  case  they  would  give  h<  t 
men  be  greatly  afraid  of  tl.' 
the   treasurer   hath    much    to    do    for    this 
cause. 

Item,  Sir,  as  for  tidings  out  of  Ireland,  there 

were  many  men  at  London  at  the 

countries  next  them  of  Ireland,  an 

this  three  weeks  came  there  neitli- 

ut   of  Ireland  to  bring  no  ti 

him.-elf  attainted,  but,  on  the  artv- 
lie  \\a<  restored  to  his  estates  and 
sifter  joined  in  commissic: 

\\uii    C,>.|ne!    \\i:li    • 
Kli/al 
and   .. 
report  tlien-: 

•.  as  was  that  likev 

s  T!, 
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so  it  seemeth  there  is  much  to  do  there  by 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  :l  and  it  is  said,  that 
the  king  should  be  at  London  as  on  Saturday 
or  Sunday  last  past,  and  men  deem  that  he 
would  to  Calais  himself;  for  the  soldiers  are 
so  wild  there,  that  they  will  not  let  in  any 
man  but  the  king  or  my  Lord  Warwick ; 
other  tiding  there  were  come  to  London,  but 
they  were  not  published;  but  John  Welles 


shall  abide  a  day  the  longer  to  know  what 
they  are.  No  more  unto  you  my  right 
honourable  master  at  this  time,  but  Jesu  send 
you  your  heart's  desire,  and  amend  them  that 
would  the  contrary. 

Your  beadsman  and  continual  servant, 

JOHN  RUSSE. 
1462.     2  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCVIIL— (XXXIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  1 17.) 

This  letter  was  most  probably  written  early  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  but  in  what  year  I  cannot  easily 
determine.  The  pardon  of  J .  Pastoii  here  mentioned  must  have  reference  to  the  late  change  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  restlessness  of  the  Scotch  and  Welsh  alludes  to  the  time  when  Queen  Margaret  was  soliciting 
their  assistance,  I  believe.  The  reflections  here  thrown  upon  the  courage  of  Lord  Scales  are  new,  and  I 
should  think  not  well  founded,  as  his  character  has  ever  been  handed  down  to  us  as  that  of  a  nobleman 
highly  distinguished  for  deeds  of  arms,  not  only  against  the  enemies  of  his  country,  but  in  the  gallant  feats 
of  chivalry  ;  yet  we  have  the  authority  of  the  king  for  the  insinuation  here  thrown  out  by  J .  Paston.  There 
was,  however,  at  this  time  some  disagreement  between  these  spirited  young  men,  which  soon  subsided ;  and 
my  Lord  Scales  afterwards  became  his  warm  friend  and  advocate.  We  must,  therefore,  make  some  allow- 
ance for  the  asperity  of  the  expressions  here  recorded,  and  consider  them  as  the  hasty  words  of  a  young  man 
uttered  in  a  moment  of  anger.  Anthony  Widville  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  Lord  Scales  in  14G1, 
and  by  the  death  of  his  father  in  1469  became  Earl  Rivers;  this  letter,  therefore,  must  have  been  written 
between  those  years,  if  my  former  supposition  should  be  wrong. 

To  Mistress  Margaret  Paston. 


MOST  worshipful  and  my  most  special  good 
mother,  as  humbly  as  I  can  I  recommend  me 
unto  you,  beseeching  you  of  your  blessing  ; 
please  it  you  to  understand  that  this  day  I 
spake  with  Batchelor  Water,  which  let  me 
have  understanding  of  your  welfare,  whereof 
I  thank  God  with  all  my  heart ;  also  he  let 
me  have  knowledge  that  the  Lord  Scales  had 
granted  you  to  be  my  good  lord,  whereof  I 
am  nothing  proud,  for  he  may  do  least  with 
the  great  master ;  but  he  would  depart  over 
the  sea  as  hastily  as  he  may,  and  because  he 
v/eeneth  that  I  would  go  with  him,  as  I  had 
promised  him  ever,  and  he  had  kept  forth  his 
journey  at  that  time,  this  is  the  cause  that  he 
will  be  my  good  lord  and  help  to  get  my 
pardon;  the  king  is  not  best  pleased  with 
him  for  that  he  desireth  to  depart,  insomuch 
that  the  king  hath  said  of  him  that  whenso- 
ever he  hath  most  to  do,  then  the  Lord  Scales 
will  surest  ask  leave  to  depart,  and  weeneth 
that  it  is  most  because  of  cowardice. 

As  for  pardon,  I  can  never  get,  without  I 
should  pay  too  much  money  for  it,  and  I  am 
not  so  purveyed. 

1  Jasper  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  was  in  Ireland, 
endeavouring  to  procure  assistance  for  the  deposed 
King  Henry,  his  half-brother. 


As  for  Harry  Hallman  my  brother  will  ask 
him  no  silver  till  ye  be  paid,  therefore  ye  may 
send  to  him  and  have  it. 

Item,  I  am  sorry  that  ye  have  fadyrd 
(fathered)  my  horse  that  was  at  Caister  to  be 
my  brother  Edmund's,  for  I  had  lever  (rather') 
that  they  had  him  still  than  aught  else; 
wherefore,  though  they  proffer  him  you,  from 
henceforth  let  not  my  brother  Edmund  take 
him,  but  let  him  say,  whether  they  will  let 
him  have  him  or  not,  that  I  have  promised 
my  brother  Edmund  a  better  horse  for  him, 
so  that  he  will  not  claim  the  same  for  his. 

As  for  tidings,  here  be  none  but  that  the 
Scots  and  Welsh  men  be  busy,  what  they 
mean  I  cannot  say,  my  cousin  John  Loveday 
can  tell  you  and  there  be  any  other  flying 
tales,  for  he  hath  walked  in  London  and  so 
do  not  I ;  when  I  may  I  will  come  home 
with  God's  grace,  whom  I  beseech  to  send 
you  your  heart's  desire.  Written  the  5th 
day  of  July. 

By  your  humblest  son  and  servant, 

JOHN  PASTON. 
5  July, 

between  1461  and  1469. 
1  and  9  E.  IV. 

M2 
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LETTER     CCIX.— (XXXIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  121.)  " 


The  date  of  this  letter  cannot  be  exactly  ascertained;  it  must  have  been  written  after  the  pr> 
.T  .  Husse  seems  now  to  be  in  office  at  Yarmouth.     He  speaks  freely  of  Chapman,  and  as  : 
Paston  of  the  common  voice  against  him.     I  have  given  this  letter  for  the  strictures  it  contains  on  the 
character  of  J.  Paston,  and  to  show  the  anxiety  of  the  writer  of  it  for  the  good  of  his  n. 
[Mentioned,  appears  to  have  been  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  and  was  a  person  in  _ 

J.  Paston,  &c.,  as  mav  be  collected  from  several  of  the  letters  in  this  collection.     [The  assertion  of  Chapman 

from  one  w! 
appointed  • 
John  KL- 

ingenious!  \  strives  to  make  Pa-ston's  support  of  himself  the  more  earnest,  by  endeavouring  to  irritate  him 
(  liapman  by  repeating  his  gossiping  scandal.] 


J.  raston,  &c.,  as  may  oe  collected  irom  several  01  me  letters  in  tins  collection.    Line  asse 

i  no  reputation,  and  disposed  to  bribery,  does  not  proceed  with  a  very  go. . 
promised  "  v  mark  toward  an  hackney"   for  the  son  of  his  patron,  on  himself  heini: 
ofliee.      Chapman's  offence  was  most  likely  his  labouring  "  to  supplant  me;"  and  Joht 


To  the  right  worshipful  my  right  honourable  master,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir  and  my  right  honour- 
aide  master,  I  recommend  me  to  you  in  my 

".mnblewLse;  and  please  your  mastership 
to  weet,  that,  here  is  one  Thomas  Chapman, 
an  evil-disposed  man  alway  against  you,  as 
I  have  informed  your  mastership  many  times, 
and  now  lie  hath  laboured  to  my  Lord 
Treasurer  to  supplant  me,  and  brought  down 
writing  from  the  king  and  my  Lord  Treasurer ; 
but,  ere  his  writing  came,  Wydeville  found 
the  moans,  by  the  supportation  of  Master 
Fenn,  that  we  had  a  discharge  for  him  out  of 
the  Chancery:  wherefore  the  said  Chapman 
proposeth  to  be  at  London  in  all  haste,  and  to 
advertise  the  king  and  my  Lord  Treasurer 

:i.-»t  me,  to  the  greatest  hurt  he  can 
imagine:  wherefore  I  beseech  your  master- 
ship, considering  his  evil  disposition  to  you, 
and  also  tin-  rather  at  my  poor  instance,  that. 

ke  that  my  Lord  Treasurer  might  under- 
stand that  the  said  Chapman  is  of  no  reputa- 
tion, hut  evil  disposed  to  bribery  of  strangers, 
and  by  colour  of  his  office  of  supervisor  of  the 

!i  shall  greatly  hurt  the  port;  the  said 
Chapman's  suppmters  is  IMakniey.  clerk  of 
the  signet,  and  A  very  Cornburgh,  yeoman  of 
the  king's  chamber;  he  hath  lien-  of  Avery's 

•y-iour  tuns  win*-,  whereof  at   the  long 
way   he  shall   make   tin-  said    A  very  a  lewd 
g  :   the  said  Chapman   loveth 
not  you,  nor  no  man  to  you  ward,  &c. 

pray  (.Yd    l,vin_r    you 
among  your   cm.nfn  n.«-:i   in   lore, 
dreaded";    the  longer  ye  continue  there  the 


more  hurt  groweth  to  you;  men  say  ye  will 
neither  follow  the  advice  of  your  own  kin 
nor  of  your  counsel,  but  continue1  your  own 
wil fulness,  which,  but  grace  be,  sliall  be 
destruction. 

It  is  my  part  to  inform  your  mastership  as 
the  common  voice  is:  God  better  it.  and  i 
you  once  heart's  ease  ;  for  it  is  half  a  > 
to  me  to  hear  the  general  voice  of  the  people, 
which  daily  increaseth,  &c. 

Sir,  I  beseech  your  mastership  to  remember 
my  mistress  for  the  little  silver,  which. 
certain  things  delivered  to  your  use,  is  due 
to  me :  I  have  need  of  it  now  :  I  have  bought 
salt  and  other  things,  which  hath  broug! 
put  of  much  silver :  I  would  trust  and  i 
needed  to  borrow  twenty  pounds,  your  n:  i 
ship  would  ease  me  for  a  time,  hut   this  that 
I  desire  is  mine  own  duty.     An>. 
you  ever  your  heart's  desir  nhip 

and  prolit,  and  preserve  you  my  right  honour- 
able master  from  all  ad\  • 

Written   at    Yarmouth,  the    15th    day   o. 
July.    Here  is  a  carvel  of  Cam,  in  Normandy, 
and    he    taketh    Dutchmen,    and    I 
them  grievi.usly. 

Your  servant  and 

Yarmouth,  15th  July, 
2  or  3  K.  IV. 


.r.irov.n  \\ilfuliiess,  <M 
which,"  Si 
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LETTER    CCX.— (XXXV.  vol.  iv.  p.  123.) 

Tliis  letter  is  given  as  mentioning  the  death  of  one  of  the  writers  of  letters  in  this  collection,  and  as  containing 
an  historical  fact  relative  to  an  embassy  into  Scotland,  consisting  of  Richard  Nevile,  Kail  of  Warwick, 
Henry  Bourchier,  Earl  of  Essex,  John  Lord  Wenlock,  Laurence  Booth,  Bishop  of  Durham,  &c.  For  the 
time  of  Christopher's  death  see  Letter  ccxii.  p.  166. 

To  my  right  good  master,  John  Paston  the  oldest,  being  at  Heylesdon,  beside  Norwich,  in  haste. 

PLEASE  your  mastership  weet,  that  Chris- 
topher Hanson  is  dead  and  buried,  and  as  for 
executor  or  testament  he  made  none. 

As  for  tidings  the  Earls  of  Warwick,  of 
Essex,  Lord  Wenlock,  Bishop  of  Durham, 
and  other,  go  into  Scotland  of  inbassat  (in 
embassy}. 

And  as  for  the  siege  of  Calais  we  hear  no 
more  thereof,  blessed  be  God,  who  have  you 


in  his  keeping 
Item,    as    for 


Christopher's    papers    that 


longeth  to  your  tenants,  I  have  gotten  (them} 
of  William  Worcester,  and  as  for  all  the 
remanent  of  Christopher's  goods  William 
Worcester  hath  the  rule  as  him  seemeth  most 


convenient. 


After  July,  1402. 
2  K.'IV. 


Your 

THOMAS  PLAYTERS. 


LETTER   CCXL— (XV.  vol.  i.  p.  267.) 

John  Paston  appears,  according  to  the  commendable  custom  of  those  times,  to  have  been  brought  up  in  the 
family  of  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  at  this  time,  when  he  was  scarcely  twenty  years  of  age, 
to  have  been  an  attendant  upon  him  at  his  castle  of  Holt,  in  Denbighshire. 

To  my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  father,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  father,  I 
recommend  me  unto  you,  beseeching  you 
lowly  of  your  blessing.  Please  it  you  to 
have  knowledge  that  my  lord  is  purposed  to 
send  for  my  lady,1  and  is  like  to  keep  his 
Christmas  here  in  Wales ;  for  the  king  hath 
desired  him  to  do  the  same,  wherefore  I 
beseech  you  that  (you}  would  vouchsafe  to 
send  me  some  money  by  the  bearer  hereof; 
for  in  good  faith,  as  it  is  not  unknown  to 
you,  that  I  had  but  two  nobles'2  in  my  purse, 
which  that  Richard  Calle  took  (delivered) 
me  by  your  commandment  when  I  departed 
from  you  out  of  Norwich. 

The  bearer  hereof  should  buy  me  a  gown 
with  part  of  the  money,  if  it  please  you 
to  deliver  him  as  much  money  as  he  may 
buy  it  with  ;  for  I  have  but  one  gown  at 
Framlirigham,  and  another  here,  and  that  is 
my  livery  gown,3  and  we  must  wear  them 

i  Klizabeth  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  was    daughter 
of  John  Tiilbot,  the  first  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
a  A  noble  is  6s.  8d. 
3  We  learn  from  hence  that  the  young  gentlemen 


every  day  for  the  more  part,  and  one  gown 
without  change  will  soon  be  done. 

As  for  tidings,  my  Lord  of  Warwick  yed 
(went}  forwards  into  Scotland,  as  on  Saturday 
last  past  with  twenty  thousand  men,  and  Sir 
William  Tunstall  is  taken  with  the  garrison 
of  Bamborough4  and  is  like  to  be  headed, 
and  by  the  means  of  Sir  Richard  Tunstall5 
his  own  brother. 

As  soon  as  I  hear  any  more  tidings,  I  shall 
send  them  you  by  the  grace  of  God,  who 
have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  in  haste 
at  the  castle  of  the  Holt,  upon  Hallo  wmass 
day. 

Your  son  and  lowly  servant, 

J.  PASTON,  jun. 

Holt,  1st  of  November,  1462. 
2  E.  IV. 


attending  upon  the  great  men  were  generally  obliged 
to  appear  dressed  in  their  livery  gowns. 

4  Bamborough  Castle,  in    Northumberland,    was 
taken  by  Queen  Margaret,  and  garrisoned  with  Scots. 

5  Sir  VVilliam  Tuustall  was  taken  in  the  garrison 
on    King    Edward's    part,    whilst    his  brother,  Sir 
Richard,  was  in  the  army  of  Queen  Margaret. 


LETTER  CCXII.— (XVI.  vol.  i.  p.  271.) 

The  facts  me:  ;<  letter  are  curious,  as  well  those  relative  to   the  queen  and  lords,  as  those  con- 

cerning Karl  Douglas  ;  and  must  have  happened  in  14G2,  or  in  the  l>eginniug  of  1463. 

To  my  master,  John  Past  on,  at  Heylesdon. 


ITEM,  pica**'  you  weet  of  otlipr  tidings;  these 

in  your  other  letter,  with  Lord  Hastings 

and  others,  (have)  been  to  Carlisle  to  receive 

in    the    Queen    of    Scots.1       And    upon    this 

appointment    Karl    Doug/las'2    is    commanded 

to    come  thence,  and  as  a  sorrowful  and   a 

sore    relinked   man  lieth     in    the   Abbey    of 

Allian;  and  l>y  the  said   appointment 

shall  not   be  reputed   nor   taken    but   as   an 

:i,  and  if  he  come  in  tin-  <i 
•its  they  to  slay  him.  Item,  King;  Harry 
and  his  adherents  in  Scotland  shall  be 
delivered:  and  Lord  Dacre  of  the  north  is 
Avon  and  yielded,  and  the  said  lord,  Sir 
Richard  Tunstall,  and  one  Byllingham  in  the 
said  castle  be  taken  and  headed.  Item, 


the  queen  and  prince  have  been  in  F. 
and  have  made  much  wavs  and  tn. 
of)  people  to  come   t 

to  have  succour,   and  thence  to   < 
into  Knirland.      What  shall  fall  I  cannot  say, 
but    I    heard    that   tin 
taken   by  the  young  lords  ' 
not  by  the  old. 

PLAYTBRS. 

Christopher   died   on 
befo:<  .2o//i  July-,. 

year  of  Edward  IV. 

I  believe  in  ,463. 


LETTER  CCXIIL— (XXX  VI.  vol.  iv.  p.  127.) 

This  letter,  dated  i'rom  Stamford  (either  in  Northumberland  or  Yorkshire  ritten  in 

1 IM  :•!,  when   the  king  had  an  army  in   the  north  to  act  a_';un-t  the  Scuts,   who   In. 
favour  i>r  Henry  and   Margaret.     The  letter  is  written  in 

-  reasonable  from   a  young  m;in  attending  his  royal  master  in  the  field.     I' 
-Minday  fell  ui>"ii  the  10th  of  April,  which  i;ave  a  suflieient  time  for  }\\-i  father  ; 
for  him  according  to  hi*  request     He  subscribes  himself  the  older,  to  dNtiu-uivh  bin  - 

;.       l!  \v;is  not  unconuiion  at  this  period,  tliouuh  it  m  . 
this  instance,  brothers  or  sisters  with  the  same  baptismal  nai: 

To  mine  right  reverend  and  it'Ht'shifi/td  father,  John  Paston,  leut-j  in  the  Inner  Temple. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  f.  it  her,  I 
recommend  me  unto  you.  beseediin-  you 
of  your  bhWin;,'  •'•'•  imod. 

-,.    it    you    to    understand    the 
pense  that"  I   have  daily   travcllin;.,'  with   the 

'  \\ 

t -.   .\.ini"-.   II  ,  rnd.in  1448, 

and  di-d  in  Mfi.'l. 

,;ind  iM-ing  reeci\ed    ))>    Kdward  in  Kn:;land 

with  !.  Kui-.'ht 

In  1  1s''.  h  !i\  tin- 

oner  till  his  death,  in  1468. 


the  be.irer  here"! 
and  how    loiif;  that  i  am  like  t 
this  country  ere  In 
and  how    I    am   ch.. 
and   harness  ready,    and   in    h;isty   •. 
seeching:  you  to  Co:  • 

mlier    me     that     I     may    li.. 

and    ph  .',1    be  to 

your  worship  and  to  mine  avail  ;  in   > 
I  beseech  you,  th.i: 

of  you  or  i  'lenient,  w!.. 
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is;  of  other  causes  the  bearer  hereof  can 
inform  you.  No  more  to  you  at  this  time, 
but  God  have  you  in  his  keeping. 

Stamford, 
Sunday,  13th  of  March,  14G2-3.     3  E.  IV. 


Written  at    Stamford,   the   13th    day   of 
March.  By  your  older  son, 

JOHN  PASTON. 


LE  T  TE  R  CCXIV.— (XXXVII.  vol.  'iv.  p.  129.) 

This  letter  contains  nothing  by  which  we  can  exactly  fix  the  date,  though  it  must  have  been  written  between 
1462  and  14G5,  as  it  appears  from  it  that  J.  Paston's  son  had  been  knight?d.  The  hint  of  him  and  his  son 
being  out  of  the  king's  good  grace  would  fix  it  about  1465,  as  in  1466  J.  T 


and  died  the  same  year.    The  exact  date,  however, 
of  the  reader's  notice.    [The  writer  is  not  known.] 

To  my  worshipful  master,  Master  Paston,  the  eldest. 


Paston  was  committed  to  the  Fleet, 
immaterial,  the  character  of  the  father  being  the  object 


RIGHT  worshipful  master,  I  recommend  me 
unto  your  mastership,  and  of  one  matter  at 
reverence  of  God  take  heed,  for  in  truth  I 
hear  much  talking  thereof,  and  that  is  both 
in  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Norwich  among  all 
men  of  worship,  as  well  that  love  you  as 
others,  and  that  is  of  my  master,  your  son  Sir 
John,1  because  he  is  so  at  home,  and  none 
other  wise,  set  for  (provided for),  Some  say 
that  ye  and  he  both  stand  out  of  the  king's 
good  grace,  and  some  say  that  ye  keep  him 
at  home  for  negardchepe  (niggardship^  covet- 
ousness},  and  will  no  thing  ware  (spend^)  upon 
him,  and  so  each  man  say  his  advice  as  it 
please  him  to  talk;  and. I  have  inquired,  and 
said  the  most  cause  is  in  part  for  cause  ye 


are  so  much  out,  that  he  is  the  rather  at 
home  for  the  safeguard  of  the  coasts.  But 
at  the  reverence  of  God  eschewing  of  com- 
mon language,  see  that  he  may  worshipfully 
be  set  for  either  in  the  king's  service  or  in 
marriage ;  for  as  for  touching  the  Lady 
Chamberlayne2  that  matter  is  done  for,  I 
spake  with  the  parson  thereof,  and  I  heard  by 
him  that  that  matter  will  not  pre.  (q.  will  not 
succeed.^) 

No  more,  but  God  speed  you  as  well  in  all 
matters  as  I  would  ye  should  do,  I  beseech 
you  that  this  letter  be  kept  secret. 

By  your  beadsman,  R.  C.  V.  C. 
Between  1462  and  1465. 
2  and  5  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCXV.— (XXXVIII. vol.  iv.  p.  131.) 

\Ve  have  here  the  whole  process  of  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  and  the  subterfuges  used  by  the  defendants  to  defeat  its 
effect,  which  they  seem  to  have  understood  as  well  formerly  as  in  these  days  of  modern  reiitiements  and 
vexatious  proceedings.  [Master  Hugh  Fenn  appears  not  to  have  been  quite  so  true  and  trusty  a  friend  as 
he  has  been  represented  in  some  of  the  preceding  letters.] 

To  my  riyht  worshipful  mistress,  my  mistress,  Margaret  Paston,  at  Caister. 
PLEASE  it  your  good  mistress-ship  to  weet,   I   quer  for  Hugh  Fenn  to  the  sheriff  of  Norfolk  to 
that  a  fieri  facias  3  is  come  out  of  the  Exche-  j   make  levy  of  twohundred  marks  (133/.  6s.  8rf.) 

Wingfield,  and  after  his  decease  she  became  the  wife 
of  John  Lord  Scrope  of  Bolton.  By  the  name  of 
Lady  Scrope  she  founded  and  endowed  a  fellowship 
in  the  college  of  Gonvile  and  Cains  at  Cambridge, 
originally  founded  by  an  ancestor  of  her  ladyship's. 
She  was  born  in  1426,  and  was  alive  in  1502.  At 
the  time  this  letter  was  writing  she  must  have  been 
nearly  forty  years  old,  when  Sir  John  Paston  could 
not  have  been  much  above  twenty. 

3  Fieri  facias  is  a  writ  judicial,  that  lies  (at  all  times 


1  It  appears  from  this  letter  that  Sir  John  Paston 
was  knighted  in  the  life-time  of  his  father. 

2  This  Lady  Chamberlayne  was  Anne,  daughter  and 
sole  heir  of  Sir  Robert  Herling,  knight,  by  Jane, 
daughter  and  heir    of   John   Gonvile,    Esq.     She 
married  to  her  first  husband  Sir  William  Chamber- 
layne, Knight  of  the  Garter,  a  renowned  and  valiant 
soldier,  who  died  in  1462.    She  was  at  this  time  his 
widow,  and  inherited  from  her  father  a  very  consider- 
able fortune.      She  afterwards  married  sir  Robert 


10S 
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of  the  proper  goods  find  chattels  of  my  master. 
•  Tutor  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  of  which  fieri 
facias  we  sent  my  master  word,  which  sent 
us  word  again  by  Uerney  that  we  should  let 
the  sheriff  understand  that  my  master  never 
took  upon  him  as  executor,  and  so  for  that 
cause  that  writ  was  no  warrant  to  take  my 
master's  goods;  and  also  that  my  master 
made  a  deed  of  gift  of  all  his  goods  and  chat- 
It-Is  to  Master  Prowet  and  Clement  Pastori  and 
others,  so  that  my  master  hath  no  goods 
whereof  he  should  make,  levy  of  the  foresaid 
sum;  and  if  the  sheriff  would  not  take  this 
for  none  answer,  that  then  my  master  would 
he  should  be  letted  (hindered] 
Prowet's  and  Clement  Paston's  names ;  never- 
theless we  spake  with  the  sheriff  this  day,  and 
let  him  understand  the  causes  aforesaid,  and 
he  agreed,  so  that  he  might  have  surety  to 
save  him  harmless,  to  make  such  return  as 
my  master  of  his  counsel  could  devise,1  and 
because  my  master  wrote  by  Bemey  that  he 
would  not  find  the  sheriff  no  surety,  we 
would  not  appoint  with  him  in  that  wise; 
and  so  we  took  advice  of  Thomas  Green,  and 


ise  the  under-sheriff  shall  be  on  Monday 
at(Po//<?r)Heigham,  by  Hast  wick  i 
he  and  we  thought  that" it  was  best  \ 
Pro  wet  should  meet  with   the  sheriff  ; 
and  require  and  charge  him  that  by  colour  of 
the  foresaid  fieri  facias  that  he  make  no 
of  any  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Pi- 
and  Clement  Paston's  against  the  s.iid  John 
Paston's,  letting  him  weet  that  such  i: 
as  the    said  Paston   had,  be    now  the 
Pnr.vet's  and  Clement  Paston's  by  virtue  of 
a  deed  of  gift  made  to  them  almost  two  years 
ago;  and  if  the  sheriff  will  bo  busy  Hfter  that 
to    take  any   chattel,  that   he  be   lotted  in 
Master  Prowet's  name  and  < 
by  Daubeney  and  others:    which  ' 
the  sheriff  shall  be-on"! 
and,  as  we  understand,  at  H-- 
fore  ye  must  send  thither  Daul 
Peacock,  and  they  may  get  them 
fellowship  by  the  advice  of 
Paston. 

Wril 

Ix'tw  -on  1462  nad  1465.    2  and  J  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCXVI.—  (XXXIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  135.) 

(.Tiic  i>rorv.  V.ini'ivswitiug  Hall,  "  claimed  for  a  1>ondmau,"  is  curious,  and  in  a  case  w  hoi. 
Uoge,  the  details  we  have  no  doul.it  would  have  lx?cn  still  more  interest  in::;    ' 
kn   v,  .i  .riven  in  a  familiar  letter  of  the  time.     Villenage  was  nearly  extinct  at  • 

tihmchiaement  were  granted  by  Kli/alxjth,  and  \i  u.-aded,  thou,  .lly,  aa 

late  as  the  reign  of  James  I.    See  '  Hallam's  Middle  Ayes,'  vol.  iii.] 

Unto  my  mistress,  Margaret  Paston,  be  thi*  Utter  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  mistress,  I  recommend  me 

unto  your  good  niistrr>>->iiij>  ;    please  it  you 

to  weet  that  my  master  your  husband,  my 

mistress  your  muiii.T.   my   m.iMir  Sir  John, 

Master  William,    Master   Clnm-nt.  and    all 

their  men  were  in  good  health  when  tins  Irttt-r 

written,  thanked  IHJ  J,  ,  their 

:.s    be    in    a   good    wav,    I'.ir    my    Lord 

ChancelliT-  is  tin  -ir:  singular  good  lord  in  this 

matter  at  this  time,  and  that  it  proveths:)  ..... 

i  "lay.  forhin; 
-.  of  dclit  i.r  d 

of  his 
isliad. 


' 
L 


he  was  yesterday  in  the  KxciiiMjucr.  am!  ' 
lit-    had    afon'    him    all    the  jink-' 
barons  of  tin-  Kxriie<]urr.  and  all  i 
and    then-    aivurd    wln-r    ('//•/»,•//«/ 
barons  of  the  Exchequer  should   a 
such  commission  8  or  not.  and   up 
said  commission  shall  !  • 
into   the  Chancery,   and  tin 
whether  ii  be  lawful  <  • 

nnl  if  it  pi. 
knouled',v  that  i 

tlie     coii'l'-ninat;  -'     he 

claim  Milman.    and   ti.< 

3  \V,-  il>  n  it  learn  what  : 

«  [•  name  u  not  . 
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is  given  against  Daveney,  Richard  Calle,  and 
Thomas  Bon,  and  there  is  coming  out  process 
for  to  take  their  bodies  this  same  day,  and 
if  they  or  any  of  them  be  taken  they  shall 
never  go  out  of  prison  unto  the  time  that  they 
have  satisfied  the  party  of  eight  score  marks  1 
(1067.  13s.  4rf.)  and  therefore  let  them  beware, 


&c.     The  Holy  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing.    Written  at  London,   upon   Thursday 
next  after  the  purification  of  Our  Lady,  &c. 
By  your  servant, 

JOHN  WYKES. 
Thursday,  February, 
between  1462  and  1465.    2  arid  5  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXVIL— (XL.  vol.  iv.  p.  139.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  for  two  reasons  ;  the  first,  as  it  shows  the  ease  Avith  which  the  familiar  conversation  be- 
tween the  persons  here  mentioned  is  reduced  to  writing,  and  the  second,  as  it  throws  some  light  upon  the 
means  used  for  manning  and  victualling  such  ships  as  then  composed  the  navy  of  England. 

To  my  most  reverend  aitd  worshipful  master,  John  Paston.,  dwelling  at  Heylesdon,  be  this  delivered  ' 


IBS 

MOST  reverend  and  worshipful  master,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  your  good  mastership; 
please  you  to  have  knowledge,  on  the  Friday 
at  afternoon  next  after  Saint  Peter,  there  was 
at  the  tavern  in  London  old  Debenham  and 
young  Debenham,  Thomas  Edmonds  and  I ; 
and  there  the  said  Thomas  Edmonds  fell  in 
communication  with  old  Debenham,  and  said 
that  my  Lord  Treasurer,2  had  put  him  to  a 
great  charge  {office]  for  the  victualling  of 
(the}  Mary  Talbot,3  saying  to  old  Debenham 
that  he  heard  say  that  he  had  a  hundred  bul- 
locks to  sell,  the  which  the  said  Edmonds  will 
buy  so  that  they  may  accord  of  the  price : 
then  the  said  old  Debenham  answered  again 
and  said  he  would,  so  that  he  might  have 
good  payment,  or  else  the  said  Edmonds  to 
be  bound  in  an  obligation  to  pay  him  at  such 
days  as  they  might  accord ;  anon,  upon  this 
same  language,  young  Debenham  spake  to 
his  father,  "  Sir,  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  take 
avisement  of  this  matter  till  to-morrow,  for 
I  trust  to  your  good  fatherhood  that  ye  will 
let  me  have  a  serteyn  (a  certain  number')  of  your 
bullocks  for  the  victualling  of  the  barge  of 
Yarmouth,  arid  I  shall  find  you  sufficient 
surety  for  the  payment  thereof;  for  Edmonds, 


man  appear  large. 

2  John  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcest 
in  October  1470. 


The  costs  on  this  process  in  favour  of  the  bond- 
er ;  ho  was  beheaded 

3  The  Mary  Talbot,— it  appears  as  if  this  ship  re- 
ceived her  name  from  the  131essed  Virgin,  who  most 
probably  had  been  implored  to  protect  her,  and  from 
the  valiant  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  who  had.  so 
courageously  fought  in  the  French  wars :  this  is 
merely  a.  conjecture,  and  perhaps  an  ill-founded  one. 


I  will  that  ye  know  I  have  been  there,  and 
spoke  with  the  owner  and  with  the  master 
of  the  said  barge,  and  they  know  my  appoint- 
ment." 

Then  the  said  Edmonds  answered  to  young 
Debenham,  and  told  him  that  the  city  of 
Norwich  and  Yarmouth  hath  granted,  and 
sent  writing  to  the  king  and  to  the  lords,  that 
they  will  man  and  victual  the  said  barge  of 
their  own  costs  from  the  time  of  her  going 
out  till  her  coming  home  ;  arid  thus  the  said 
Edmonds  told  him  that  my  Lord  Treasurer 
and  all  the  lords  that  be  at  London  think  they 
do  right  well  their  devoir  (duty),  and  be  wor- 
thy much  thank  of  the  king  :  "  Well,"  quoth 
yoifng  Debenham,  "  I  had  in  commandment 
for  to  have  the  rule  of  the  said  barge,  and  I 
will  be  at  Yarmouth  ere  this  day  four  days, 
and  man  her  and  bring  her  down  to  the  Gylys 
[G*7es]  of  Hull,  for  that  is  my  ship." 

Also,  he  said  more,  without  that  he  might 
have  the  said  barge,  he  will  riot  go  to  sea  but 
himself  and  his  twenty- four  men,  and  thus, 
if  please  your  mastership,  he  departed  from 
the  tavern ;  and  at  his  departing  he  told  the 
said  Thomas  Edmonds,  "this  is  Paston's 
labour  ;"  then  the  said  Edmonds  answered 
him  again,  and  said  plainly  he  was  to  blame 
for  to  report  so  of  your  mastership,  for  he 
knoweth  verily  he  said  untruly  of  you  and 
of  my  master  your  son  both,  and  thereon  he 
would  take  an  oath ;  and  so,  if  it  please  your 
good  mastership,  let  the  city  of  Norwich  and 
Yarmouth  have  knowledge  of  his  great  crack- 
ing and  boasts,  and  let  (hinder)  him  of  his 
purpose  by  the  authority  that  they  have. 

Item,  my  master  your  son  will  have  to  his 
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jackets,  murrey1  and  tawney,  and  that  it 
please  you  some  of  my  fellowship  may  speak 
to  one  of  tin-  drapers  for  to  ordain  it  again-rt 
his  coming  home,  for  I  trow  it  shall  lie  this 
day  sev'night  ere  he  cometh  home. 

Item,  Sir,  if  please  you  Scrope  hath  sent 
to  you  to  London  by  IJingham  for  the  money 
that  ye  know  of;  yet  I  spake  not  with  him, 
but  1  shall  tell  him  that  I  suppose  ye  will 
be  here  in  the  last  end  of  the  term,  and  I  shall 
send  your  mastership  word  what  answer  I 
iiiin. 

Item.  Sir,  if  please,  such  tidings  as  I  hear 
of  1  send  you  word,  my  Lord  of  Warwick  hath 


been  in  Scotland2  and  taken  a  cai 
Scots,  and  upon  this  there  c.une  tii. 

- ;  with  other  lords  of  h- 
shall  hear  the  name*,  in  ba^etry  (• 
to  my  said  Lord  of  Warwick,  and  a  tr 
taken  betwixt  this  and  Saint  Bartholomew's 
day  in  August:  these  is  the  last  tiding- 
I  know.     No  more  to  your  good 
at  this  time,  but  Jesu  have  (//<>")  in  ke- 
Written    on   the    Saturday   next    after    Saint 
Peter.  By  your  poor  servant. 

J.  DAUBENEV. 
Saint  ! 
Saturday,  2d  of  July,  1463.     3  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXVIII— (XLI.  vol.  iv.  p.  1 15.) 

"We  have  in  this  letter  a  further  account  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  commanding,  mi:  •  nailing 

of  the  barge  of  Yarmouth,  and  the  means  made  use  of  to  procure  the  differiv.it  stores  tj  lit  her  for  i. 
.  &c. 

To  my  master  John  Paston,  the  younger,  be  this  delivered. 


Siu,  I  have  received  your  letter,  wherein  I 
understand  that  my  master  desired  that  my 
master  your  brother  might  have  the  guiding  and 
governance  of  the  barge  of  Yarmouth:  as  to 
that,  and  (//")  men  of  Yarmouth  hadknown  my 

r's  intent  a  fortnight  ago  he  had  been  sure 
of  it,  but  now  it  is  so  that  Debenham  hath  a 
commission  of  the  king,  expressed  only  for  that 
ship  named  in  his  commission,  and  he  hath 
.it  Yarmouth,  and  spoken  with  the 
bail  ills  and  with  the  owners  of  the  said  ship, 
and  taken  such  a  direction  that  they  may 
grant  it  no  man  but.  him  ;  anil  moreover  he 
hath  indented  with  the  owners  of  the  ship 
what  day  it  shall  be  ready  as  well  victualled 

mned;  and  also  he  hath  brought  down 
letters  from  my  Lord  Treasurer  to  all  persons,4 

1    I  »;irk  nil  or  purple,  ami  yi-llov  i-h  c  >kmr. 

a  Tii  i  in  the  north  during 

tli.-   \car  i  i',:;,  \\: 
mainleil  tin- 

•  \v  attentive  to  tin:  designs  of  France   N 
in_'  Henry  ;i:i'i  Margaret. 


and  gentlemen  in  this  couii 
and  assist  him  to  victual  and  man  the 
ship,  and  his  men  is  here  daily,  anil   . 
about  and  gat  here!  h  wheat,  malt,  mone\ . 
whatsoever  any  man  will  give,  &c. 

The  blessed  Trinity  preserve  you.     Written 
at  Caister,  the  Friday  next  after  I   reo 
your  letter. 

Item,  it   is  talked  here  tin 
your  brother  and  Debenham  Is  at 

London,   and  th . 
stricken  him  ha  ' 
been},  &c.  whereof  I  am  right 
theless  I  tru-  ;  !>••  \\ell. 

.:•  servant,  KicilAKD  CA; 

• 
July  l-Jf.3.    :i  K.  IV. 

mothe 

i 
*    In  original,  \.'-  m-]. 
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LETTER    CCXIX.— (XLII.  vol.  iv.  p.  117.) 

We  sec  in  this  letter  the  hold  which  the  clergy  had  on  the  laity  for  any  omissions  in  payment  of  what  was  due 
to  the  church ;  the  danger  of  Sir  John  Paston's  soul  is  gently  touched  upon,  and  the  fears  for  the  peace  of 
that  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  is  ingeniously  introduced.  From  the  account  in  this  letter  the  arrears  were  of  so 
considerable  standing  that  Sir  John  Paston's  memory  seemed  to  want  a  little  refreshing,  and  the  britiger  of 
this  letter  appeai-s  to  have  received  his  instructions  accordingly.  The  Abbey  of  Langley  was  founded  'in  the 
time  of  Richard  I.  about  the  year  1198.  Nicholas  occurs  abbot  in  1428  and  1463,  and  Nicholas  Wamerton  in 
1467  and  1474 ;  it  was  most  probably  the  first  Nicholas  who  was  the  writer  of  this  letter,  as  Wamerton  can 
scarcely  be  supposed  to  have  been  the  abbot  so  early  as  1428,  unless  he  lived  to  a  very  old  age.  [But  he 
might  have  become  abbot  in  1463.] 


To  the  right  worshipful  Sir  John 

RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  and  tenderly  beloved 
in  our  Lord  God,  I  commend  me  to  you, 
sending  you  knowing  (knowledge)  that  I  did 
your  errand  to  my  brother  the  parson  of 
Blofield  on  Wednesday  was  se'rmight,  after 
the  understanding  that  I  had  of  you  and 
from  you  by  this  bringer,  which  man  I  felt 
right  well  and  favourably  disposed  to  you 
ward,  and  more  favourably  will  be  than  to 
any  other  gentleman  living,  the  will  of  the 
dead  performed,  and  his  conscience  saved; 
and  more  things  said  favourably  for  you, 
which  I  entitled  in  a  scroll  to  have  certified 
to  your  servant  Calle,  if  he  had  come  as  ye 
sent  me  word  he  should  have  done,  and  should 
as  ye  behested  [appointed] l  me,  have  brought 
me  our  farm  for  Heylesdon,  which  not  done 
causeth  me  to  write,  praying  your  gentleness 
that  I  send  no  more  therefore,  for  it  is  unpaid 
for  the  year  afore  the  Hallowmass  that  my 

Langley,  Sunday, 

4th  of  September,  "l 463. 

3E.IV. 


Paston,  knight,  be  this  delivered. 

master  Falstolf  died,  and  for  the  same  year 
that  he  died  in,  and  since  for  t\vo  years,  and 
five  shillings  unpaid  of  a  year,  and  come 
Michaelmas  next  shall  be  another  year  un- 
paid, thus  is  four  years  unpaid  and  five 
shillings,  and  at  Michaelmas  next  shall  be 
five  years  and  five  shillings. 

This  thus  kept  from  holy  church,  that  is, 
holy  church's  good,  may  not  be  without  great 
peril  of  soul;  where  the  peril  is  God  knoweth. 
I  pray  God  amend  it,  arid  give  them  grace 
that  have  his  goods  so  to  dispose  them,  that 
they  and  the  dead  both  may  be  out  of  peril, 
and  the  Trinity  have  you  in  his  merciful 
keeping.  Written  at  Langley,  on  Sunday  at 
even  late,  next  after  Saint  John's  day 
decollation,  (29//t  of  August). 

By  your  well-will  and  [wilier] , 

ABBOT  OF  LANGLEY. 


*£ 

f 


U 


,  _ 


LETTER   CCXX.—  (XVII.  vol.  i.  p.  273.) 

We  have  in  this  letter  a  most  accurate  and  interesting  account  of  the  noblemen  and  others,  employed  in  the 
sieges  of  three  castles  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  taken  by  Queen  Margaret, 
and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  adherents  and  friends  of  Henry  VI.  We  are  informed  whence  they  received 
their  victuals  and  ordnance,  and  of  the  soldier-like  care  and  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  com- 
manded the  forces  of  King  Edward.  We  may  here  observe  that  though  the  troops  were  hired  for  a  certain 
time,  yet  though  that  time  was  expired,  they  durst  not  leave  the  camp  and  return  home  ;  for  if  they  did 
even  get  away  by  stealth,  yet  if  discovered  and  taken  they  would  be  severely  punished.  Others  who  hail  not 
obeyed  the  king'sorders,  and  attended  him  in  person,  would  likewise  suffer  severely,  unless  they  made  proper 
excuses  for  their  absence  ;  and  the  writer  of  this  letter  kindly  offers  his  services,  from  his  connexion  with  men 
of  consequence  about  the  king,  to  have  their  excuses  admitted.  We  here  also  see  who  were  most  in  the  royal 
favour.  These  sieges  were  undertaken,  our  historians  say,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Hexham,  which  was 


[Fenn  translates  —  promised."] 
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fought  and  won  on  the  15th  of  May,  Hfi3.  by  Kinj»  Edward,  but  according  to  this  account  they  were  not 
undertaken  till  noarcisjht  months  after.     Thecuttefl  of  r.:i:nb;>roui;h  and  1 '  soou  taken ; 

but  that  of  Alnwick,  boin.,'  relieved  by  the  Scots,  the  garrison  marched  out,  probably  by  t 

To  my  riyht  worshipful  brother,  John   frtston,  the  elder  son  of  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this 

delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  brother  I  recommend  me 
to  you;  please  it  you  to  weet,  that  as  this 
day  we  had  tidings  here  l  that  the  Scots  will 
come  into  England  within  seven  days  after 
the  writing  of  this  letter,  for  to  rescue  these 
three  castle?,  Alnwick,  Dunstanborough,  and 
Bamborough,  wliich  castles  were  besieged  as 
on  yesterday;  and  at  the  siege  of  Alnwick 
lieth  my  Lord  of  Kent2  and  the  Lord  Scales, 
and  at  Dunst an  borough  castle  lieth  the  Karl 
of  Worcester  and  Sir  Ralph  Grey,  and  at  the 
castle  of  Bamborough  lieth  the  Lord  Mon- 
tague and  the  Lord  Ogle,  and  other  divers 
lords  and  gentlemen  that  I  know  not;  and 
there  is  to  them  out  of  Newcastle  ordnance  I 
know,  both  for  the  sieges  and  for  the  Held,  in 
case  that  there  be  any  field  taken,  as  I  trow 
there  shall  none  be  not  yet,  for  the  Scots  keep 
no  promise.  My  Lord  of  Warwick  lieth  at 
the  castle  of  Warkworlh,  but  three  miles  out 
of  Alnwick,  and  he  rideth  daily  to  all  these 
castles  lor  to  oversee  the  sieges ;  and  if  they 
want  victuals,  or  any  other  thing,  he  is  ready 
for  to  purvey  it  for  them  to  his  power.  The 
king  commanded  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  for  to 
conduct  victuals  and  the  ordnance  out  of 
Newcastle  unto  Warkworth  castle,  to  my 
"!'  Warwick:  and  so  my  Lord  of  Nor- 
folk commanded  Sir  John  Howard,3  Sir  Wil- 
liam Peche.  Sir  Robert  Chamberlayne,  Ralph 
Asheton,  and  me,  Calthorp,  and  Gorge,  and 
others,  for  to  go  forth  with  the  victuals  and 
ordnance  unto  my  Lord  of  Warwick,  and  so 
we  were  with  my  Lord  of  Warwick  with  the 
victuals  and  ordnance  as  yesterday. 

The  king  liefh  at  Durham,  and  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk   at  Newcastle;    we   i 
<'iiou;_rh   here.      In  ca>r  \ve  abide  line.  I  pray 
you  purvey  thai  I  may  have  here  more  :.. 
by   Christmas  eve   at   tli"  Burl  !    may 

H  :id  n;»nr  ol'  my  wa:_ri-d  men 
in;  no  man  can  get  no  leave  tor  to 

rints  h< >tc. ] 

•  :i  Howard,  ;. 
Norfolk  of  that  name. 


go  home  but  if  they  steal  away,  and  if  they 
might  be  known  they  shall  be  sharply  pu- 
nished. Make  as  merry  as  ye  can,  for  there  is 
no  jeopardy  towards  not  yet.  and  there  be 
any  jeopardy  I  shall  soon  send  you  word  by 
the  grace  of  God.  I  wot  well  ye  have  more 
tidings  than  we  have  here,  but  these  be  true 
tidings. 

Y.-lverton  and  Jenney  are  like  for  to  be 
greatly  punished,  for  because  they 
hither  to  the  king;  they  are  morkyn 
well  I  know,  and  so  is  John  Hyllinirforth  and 
Thomas  Playters,  wherefore  I  am  . 
I  pray  you  let  them  have 
that  they  may  purvey  their  excuse  in 
so  that  the  king  may  have  knowledge  why 
that  they  came  not  to  him  in  their  own  j>er- 
sons.     Let  them  come,  or  send  their  ei 
to  me  in  writing,  and  I  shall  purvey  that  the 
king  shall  have  knowledge  of  their  excuse; 
for  I  am   well    acquainted   with   my   Lord 
Hastings,4  and  my  Lord  Dacres,9  which   lie 
now  greatest  about  the  king's  person;    and 
also  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  younger 
Mortymer,  Ferrers,  Hawte,  Harpur,  Crov 
and  Bosewell,  of  the  king's  h 

I  pray  you  let  mygrandam  and  m 
Clere  have  knowledge  how  t:  :  you 

to  let  them  have  knowledge  of  the  tidi; 
this  letter,  for  I  promised  for  to  - 
tidings.      I    pray    you   let  my  mother  have 
knowledge   how  that  I.  and   my   fellov. 
and  your  servants,  are  at  the  writing  of  this 
letter  in  good  hell  (h,-<iltli  . 

I  pray  you   let  my  father  have  ki, 
of  this  letter,  and  of  the  other  letter  t. 
sent  to  my  mother  by  Fell 
how  that    I    pray  botli  him  and    :. 
lowly  of  their  bles- 

I  "pray   you  that   you  will   send  me  some 
lett.T  how   ye  do,   and   of  your  t 
you,  for   I    think 
from  my  mot:, 

I  pray  you  that  this  bill  m; 

«    V,  ;  i  183. 
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me  to  my  sister  Margery,  and  to  my  Mistress 
Joan  Gayne  (Jenney),  and  to  all  good  masters 
and  fellows  within  Caister. 

I  sent  no  letter  to  my  father  never  since  I 
departed  from  you,  for  I  could  get  no  man  to 
London,  and  never  since. 

I  pray  you  in  case  ye  speak  with  my  cousin 

Newcastle,  Saturday, 

lOtli  of  December,  1463. 

3  E.  IV. 


Margaret  Clere,  recommend  me  to  her;  and 
Almighty    God    have    you   in   his  keeping. 
Written  at  Newcastle  on  Saturday  next  after 
the  Conception  of  our  Lady. 
Your 

JOHN  PASTON,  the  youngest. 
I  pray  you  let  Richard  Calle  see  this  letter. 


LETTER    CCXXL— (XLIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  151.) 

It  appears  from  this  letter,  which  contains  many  curious  particulars,  that  the  king  interested  himself  in  the 
election  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  behalf  of  those  candidates  who  were  recommended  by  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk.  This  parliament  was  summoned  to  meet  in  January  1463-4,  and  it  appears  that  Paston,  Bcrney, 
and  Heydon,  were  the  candidates,  though  Paston  did  not  intend  to  be  present,  as  his  wife  was  to  give  him  the 
earliest  "intelligence  of  what  passed. 

To  my  right  worshipful  httsband,  John  Paston,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 
RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you  ;  please  you  to  weet  that  I  received  a 
letter  from  you  on  the  Sunday  next  after 
Twelfth  day,  which  was  sent  by  a  priest  of 
St.  Gregory's  parish  of  Norwich  ;  and  whereas 
ye  marvelled  I  sent  you  no  writings  of  such 
letters  as  ye  sent  me  before,  I  sent  you  an 
answer  of  the  substance  of  such  matters  as  ye 
have  written  of  to  me  before  (by  Playters), 
the  which  he  told  me  a  [he]  sent  them  to 
you  to  London.  And  as  touching  the 
errands  that  ye  sent,  to  me  for  to  do  to  Richard 

Calle,  I  have  done  as  ye  commanded  me  to 

do,   and   called  upon   him,   therefore,   both 
before  your  writing  and  sithen  (since)  ;  he 

therefore   have  none   excuse   for   default  of 

leisure,  for  he  hath  been  but  right  little  here 

since   ye   departed  hence;  he  is  out  at  this 

time,  and  when  that  he  cometh  home  I  shall 

make  him   make  you  a  clear   bill    of  the 

receipt    of   your   livelihood,   and    Fastolf's 

both ;  and  I  shall  send  you  a  clear  bill  of  my 

receipts,  and  also  of  my  payments  out  thereof 

again ;  and  as  for  such  errands  that  should 

be  done  to  Sir  Thomas  Howes,  I  have  showed 

Richard  Calle  your  writing,  and  told  him 

your  intent,  as  for  such  things  as  ye  would 

he  should  say  to  him  on  his  own  head.     Also 

I  have  done  your  errands  to  my  mother  and 

to  my  cousin  Clere  after  your  writing.    Item, 


I  have  spoken  to  John  Adam  and  to  Playters 
of  your  intent  of  the  last  bill  that  ye  sent  me, 
and  they_  say  they  will  do  after  your  intent 
as  much  as  they  may,  and  ye  shall  have  an 
answer  thereof  in  haste. 

Item,  Sir  Robert  Conyers  dined  with  me 
this  day,  and  showed  me  a  letter  that  came 
from  the  king  to  him,  desiring  him  that  he 
should  await  upon  his  well-beloved  brother 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  at  Norwich,  on  Monday 
next  coming,  for  to  be  at  the  election  o'f 
knights  of  the  shire;  and  he  told  me  that 
every  gentlemen  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  that 
are  of  any  reputation  hath  writing  from  the 
king  in  likewise  as  he  had.  I  feel  him  by 
his  saying,  that  he  is  right  well  disposed  to 
you  ward;  he  saith  there  shall  no  man  make 
him  to  be  against  you  in  no  matter.  Skip- 
with  shall  tell  you  such  tidings  as  beeih  in 
this  country,  and  of  Thomas  Gorney *  and  of 

1  There  was  at  this  time  a  Thomas  Gurney,  Esq., 
of  Norwich,  who  had  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Jernegan,  of  Somerleytou,  and  who  died 
in  1471,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  him  that 
is  here  mentioned.  The  following  extract  from  one 
of  these  old  letters  from  Thomas  Playters  to  John 
Paston,  Esq.,  explains  the  crime  committed  by  this 
person  and  his  servant  (Jan.  1463-4.  3  E.  IV.). 

"  Please  yor  maist'ship  wete,  that  as  for  my  Lord 
of  Norwich  cosyn's  deth,  Thomas  Gurnay's  man  hath 
confessed  that  he  slewe  hym  by  comauiidmet  of  his 
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his  man;  himself  is  clerk  convict,  and  his 
man  is  hanged;  ye  shall  hear  hereafter  what 
they  and  purposed  to  have  done 

to  their  master. 

I  thank  you  heartily  of  your  writing  to  me 
before  that  John  Paston  came  home,  for  God 
knoweth  I  thought  right  long  till  I  heard 
from  yon ;  I  shall  send  word  in  writing  of 
such  tidings  as  ue  have  here  on  Monday  in 
haste.  Dawheney  desiretli  to  weet  what 
time  that  it  please  you  that  he  should  come 
again  to  you. 

My  mother  and  many  other  folks  maketh 
much  of  your  son  John,  the  elder,  and  (are~\ 
right  glad  of  his  coming  home,  and  liketh 
right  well  his  demeaning.  Heydon 's  son1  hath 
home  out  the  side  stoutly  here  this  Christmas, 
and  when  that  he  rideth  he  hath  four  or  five 
men  with  him  in  a  clothing  [limy]  ;  but 
he  hath  but  little  favour  in  this  country  but 
if  (unless}  it  be  of  the  bishop2  and  of  the  prior 
of  Norwich  ;3  the  said  prior  hath  granted  him 


the  stewardship  that  his  father  had he 

hath  it  under  the  convent  seal,  and  Spil 
(is)  his  tutor  to  learn  him  h 
demeaned  therein.     It  is  said  alx. 
thorp  that  Harry  Heydon  should    have   said 
that  it  were  well  done  that  men  of  the  cm 
should  make   ready   their   bald   batts5 
their  clouted  shoen6    (shoes)   and  go   fetch 
home  their  knights  of  shire Br- 
and it  is  promised  him  that  he  shall  be  met 
withal  because  of  his  language.     Pru  , 
send  us  a  good  world  and  a   peaceable.     I 
shall  purvey  for  all  things  that  y. 
to  me  for,  so  that  I  ween  ye  shall  I 
The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping. 
Written  in  haste,  the  Wednesday  i 
Saint  Agnes. 

Your 

MARGARET  PASTON.? 

Norwich, 

Wednesday,  18th  Januarv, 
1463-4.     3D.  IV. 


LETTER   CCXXIL— (XLIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  1.37.) 

The  kinij  at  this  time  was  using  every  means  to  make  himself  popular,  and  for  that  purpose  intended  visiting 

different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Pnston,  at  Cuister,  in  Norfolk. 

for  new  copies  thereof  for  your  cor 

counsel    hopeth    to   do  well    tin-rein ;  these 

argued  for  you,  Greenfield. 

Nottingham,  and  Starky,  &c.  ;8  an 

was  the  matter  between  Debenham  ami 

called   by   Jenney*  for  an   answer.      I 

spoken  unto  Catesby,  and  delivered  him 


AFTER  due  recommendation  had,  please  it 
your  mastership  to  weet  that  this  day  the  plea 
'  >gan  and  you  was  sore  (>/?w//) 
argued  in  the  King's  Bench  by  your  counsel 
in  letting  [resisting}  of  the  judgment,  and  to- 
morrow have  they  day  to  argue  again.  And 
for  lack  of  copies  of  the  plea  I  am  fain  to  sue 


111:1  i-f .  and  confi'ssfd  oV,  that  yc  same  dager  he  slewc 
liym  wsili   lie   kost  (oust)   it  in  a  sege,  win 
fotmden  .-mil  taken  up  al  t»  li<>\v\il   (hint  (,•,.• 
lor  lie  enwdi-  lint  breke   it,  ami  in  p^son   is  bothe  lie 
and  his  maistr."     T  fer  UMB  gOM  OB,  nd 

says,  "Also  i.n  Thursday  nextaftr.  Cristemasse  was  a 
man  sla\n  by  \\liom   no  man    wont,  nor  wh..' 
that  DO   man    knowe,   his    face    it    so 

txvu  <-i)ii\ii-t"d.  but  had   claimed  l>eueli! 
Ix-iii.  the  master's  lite  was  thus  spared 

•  i_'-] 

.  son  of  John  Heydon,  Esq., 
A  it-li. 

..iAon  from  1445  to 


l.y  marry  in-  I : la,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  de 

6  Bald  batts  seem  to  mean  here  l>all  batts,  or  batts 
to  play  at  bull  with. 

<>t  thoen,  clouted  shoes— sh 
plates  of  iron. 

;..irt  of  tlic  origina'. 

makes  it  dr.  \>\-  three  sentence*  [Uiese 

h-i\.-  b<-en  Mippliwl  in  some  cas.-  y  Uie 

i  -  ea  this  IctkT  u  containim:  s«>ver:il  law 
matters,  and    the  names  of  many  em\ 

.lollll   (Vreenlielil,   .1. 
were   made  s»-r-;eaii: 

NotdnghoawM  Chief  Ba  tieqoar.iai 

"1464, 
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information,  arid  to  be  advised,  and  to  com- 
mune with  Master  Greenfield,  &c. 

The  two  chief  judges  l  and  master  Lyttel- 
toii2  are  awaiting  upon  the  king,  for  the  king 
is  purposed  into  Gloucestershire,  &c. 

It  is  said  that  my  Lord  Chancellor3  shall 
be  here  on  Saturday  or  on  Monday  next 
coming,  as  the  masters  of  the  Chancery  say. 
I  write  to  you  this  because  ye  said  to  me  if 
ye  wist  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  should  be 
here,  then  would  ye  come  hither,  and  else 
would  ye  not  come  here  this  term. 

As  touching  Rysing  he  hath  his  day,  utas 
purificationis  (9//t  Febmary),  but  I  have  that 
way  that  his  presence  is  recondite  for  all  this 
term. 


Master  Clement4  telleth  me  that  Worcester 
hath  put  exception  unto  your  witnesses,5  &c. 

It  is  said  that  the  king  would  ride  (into) 
Sussex,  Kent,  Essex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk, 
and  so  to  the  parliament,  for  he  hath  sent  for 
all  his  feedmen  to  await  upon  him  in  their 
best  array  in  all  haste. 

Written  at  London,  the  Thursday  in  the 
morrow  after  Saint  Paul. 

Your  own  poor  man, 

JAMES  GRESHAM. 

London, 

Thursday,  26th  of  January-, 
1463-4.    3E.IV. 


LETTER    CCXXIIL— (XVIII.  vol.  i.  p.  279.) 

This  curious  letter,  informing  us  of  the  state  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Augustine,  in  Canterbury,  founded  in 
605,  and  in  which  Christianity  was  first  preached  by  St  Augustine,  during  the  reign  of  Ethelbert,  King  of 
Kent,  was  written  by  Henry  Berry,  a  religious  there,  and  a  relation  of  Dame  Agnes  Paston,  the  widow  of 
Sir  William  Paston,  the  judge,  and  the  daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Berry,  about  1463  or  1464,  as  Abbot 
James  Sevenoke  died  in  1463,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  Selling,  who  continued  abbot  till  1480.  The 
letter  is  both  pathetic  and  artful ;  the  latter  part  from  this  mark  *  (see  p.  176)  to  ^subscription  is  crossed 
out,  but  not  so  entirely  as  to  hinderme  from  decyphering  it  as  here  given.  The  character  at  the  beginning 
of  this  letter  I  have  often  met  with,  and  particularly  at  the  beginning  of  letters  written  by  ecclesiastics. 
It  has  some  religious  meaning  I  believe;  I  am  apt  to  think  it  stands  for  I.  H.S.  and  in  this  particular 
letter,  considering  the  form  of  the  initial  R,  I  suppose  the  whole  to  mean  Jesu  Maria. 

To  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  delivered. 

RIGHT  worshipful  and  reverend  cousin,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  you  with  all  mine  heart 
as  your  faithful  kinsman  and  orator,  desiring 
to  hear  of  the  good  prosperity  and  welfare  of 
your  worshipful  mother  my  lady  and  cousin, 
with  your  wife,  Sir  John  Paston,  your 
brethren  William  and  Clement,  with  all  your 
sons  and  daughters,  to  whom  I  beseech  you 
heartily  that  I  may  be  recommended.  God 
of  his  high  mercy  preserve  you  all  unto  his 
mercy  and  grace,  and  save  you  from  all 
adversity. 

Worshipful  cousin,  my  special  writing  and 


1  John   Markham,   Chief  Justice    of   the    King's 
Bench  in  1462.    Robert  Danby,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  in  1462. 

2  Thomas  Lyttelton,  the  famous  lawyer ,  was  created 
a  serjeant  in  1453,  and  appointed  a  judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas  in  1467  ;  he  died  in  1481,  aged  79. 

3  George  Neville,  now  Bishop  of  Exeter,  but  soon 
after  tho  writing  of  this  letter  translated  to  York. 


heart's  desire  before  rehearsed,  nature  naturally 
so  me  compelleth, 

What  though  I  be  put  far  out  of  conceit  and  sight, 
I  have  you  all  in  remembrance  both  day  and  night ; 

beseeching  you,  gentle  cousin,  to  tender  my 
writing.  I  take  God  to  my  witness  I  would  as 
fain  do  that  might  be  unto  your  honour,  wor- 
ship, and  profit  as  any  earthly  man  can  think. 
Wherefore  now  late  died  the  abbot  of  our 
monastery,  and  left  us  in  great  debt;  the 
bringer  hereof  is  my  special  friend.  The 
oldest  brother  in  our  place  never  heard  nor 
saw  our  church  in  that  misery  that  (it)  is 
now;  we  have  cast6  the  perils  amongst  us, 

4  Clement  Paston,  brother  to  John  Paston. 

5  This  relates  to  the  disputes  concerning  Sir  John 
Fastolf  's  will. 

G  We  have  cast  may  here  signify  either  that  we 
have  considered  the  perils,  or  that  we  have  divided 
them  amongst  us. 
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and  there  is  none  other  help,  but  every  brother 
that  hath  any  worshipful  kin  or  friends,  every 
man  to  do  his^part  to  the  welfare,  and  succour, 
and  relief  of  our  monastery. 

Therefore  worshipful  cousin,  I,  a  brother  of 
that  worshipful  monastery  wherein  begun  the 
faith  of  all  this  land,  meekly  beseecheth  you 
in  the  reverence  of  Almighty  God,  to  render 
help,  and  succour  us  in  our  great  necessity ; 
for  in  London  lieth  to  wad  (pawn)  many  rich 
jewels  of  ours,  with  other  great  debts,  which 
my  brother  will  inform  you  of. 

Pleaseth  your  goodness,  for  God's  sake,  and 
all  the  saints  of  Heaven,  and  at  my  simple 
request,  to  have  compassion  upon  us,  ye 
having  due  surety  both  in  obligations  and 
pledges. 

In  the  reverence  of  Almighty  God  do  your 
alms  and  charity  ;  it  shall  cause  you  to  be 


prayed  for,  and  all  your  kin  as  long  as  the 
church  standeth  ;  and  by  this  means,  I  trust 
to  Almighty  God,to  see  my  cousin  William, 
or  Clement,  to  be  steward  of  our 
so  to  have  an  interest  in  Kent,  to  the  worship 
of  God  and  you  all,  which  ever  have  you  hi 
his  keeping.  Amen. 

Written  at  Canterbury  in  haste  the  28th 
day  of  January. 

Also  I  beseech  you  show  the  brinirer  of  this 
letter  some  humanity  and  worship,  that  when 
he  cometh  home  he  may  report  as  he  findeth. 

*  This  is  the  cause  every  while  they  put 
my  kin  in  my  beard,  sayintr,  I   am  e<> 
lords,  knights,  and  ladies.  I  w.ml<: 
in  your  danger   1000  marks  (666Y.  13*.  4(/.} 
that  they  might  know  you,  &c. 
By  your  cousin  and  I 
HEN 


Canterbury, 

28th  of  January, 
1463  or  1464. 
3  or  4  1C.  IV. 


0 


•-, 


LETTER    CCXXIV.—  (XLV.  vol.  iv.  p.  159.) 

This  letter  was  written  at  a  time  when  Edward,  having  confiscated  many  of  the  estates  of  th 
au.l  granted  them  to  those  of  his  own  party,  was  by  mildness  and  affability  endeavouring  to  becomo 
popular. 

To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  the  eltkr,  Esq. 


PLEASE  your  mastership  to  weet  that  the 
assize1  hold  this  day  at  Thetford ;  and  as  for 
any  new  a.-si/.e  that  ye  spoke  of  there  is  none, 
nor  none  there  saving  one  for  a  man  about 
Brunham. 

I  spake  with  Herward,  and  I  asked  him  if 
the  re  was  any  great  day  at  Bury,  and  he  said 
there  was  but  a  small  day,  and  as  for  any 
assi/t  -  none  but  old;  and  he  told 

me  that  I)e!»  nham  and  the  under-sherilV 
fallen    out;     Debenham    bare    the    sheriff  on 
band    that    he  h. id  do   (<-;//,s>-./ /-<   li,- )  indicted 
an  hundred  men  sine.-  hr  came  into  his  office, 
••riff  told  him  that  the  king's  books 


1  NVilliam  Calthorpe  was  sheriff  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk. 


appeared  whether  it  was  so  or  not,  and' 
that  he  could   indict  an  hu. 


at  one   time  when    ye  were    indicted,   and 
named  you  the  cause  of  their  breai. 

There  was  a  man  killed  now  late  in. Suffolk, 
and    he   that  did  it  was  one    of  !> 
m.  ii.   and  Herward  told  me  that   the  sheriff 
said  to  him  he  would  do  Debenham  a  s' 
turn  and  (//)  he  could. 

in,   it  was  told  me    at    Norwich    that 

ith  a 
great  fellowship,  and  it  is  not  so,  nor  no  man 

•li  of  hi*  coming,  nor  here  is  but  little 
people    neither,   ti  this 

three  years.  as  me:. 

Ite- 
was,  and  I  asked  why,  ami  he  said  the: 
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capias  out  against  him  upon  the  condemna- 
tion,1 and  the  sheriff  hath  it,  he  bade  me  give 
him  warning;  it  is  returnable  xv  Pasche.2 

Item,  they  say  here  that  the  king  Avas  on 
Monday  at  Waltham. 

Item,  Nicholas  Colmaii  hath  brought  home 
your  fardel :  it  is  at  Norwich. 

Item,  there  be  no  more  judges  here  but  Sir 
Pers  Ardern.3 

Written  at  Thetford,  the  Wednesday  the 
last  day  of  February. 

Item,  Wymondham  is  here,  and  was  at  the 
Shire-house  this  day,  and  the  king's  livery 
about  his  neck,4  and  there  stood  by  the  judge 

1  Query,  as  to  this  word,  it  being  not  perfect  in 
the  original  ? 

2  Quinziemc  Pasche,  the  fifteenth  day  after  Easter. 

3  Sir  Peter  Ardern,  knight,  was  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  &c. 

4  This  was  either  some  coloured  ribbon,  or,  most 
probably,  a  collar  with  the  king's  device.      Collars 
•were  at  this  time  generally  worn  by  persons  of  con- 
sequence, and  by  the  fashion  and  form  of  them  the 
rank  of  the  wearer  was  intended  to  be  ascertained ; 
they    were  usually  formed  of   SS,  having  on  the 
•centre  before,  a  rose  or  some  other  device,  and  were 
made  either  of  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  rank, 


while  a  letter  of  the  king's  was  read;  the 
effect  was,  as  it  was  told  me,  that  the  king 
wills  that  justice  be  had,  and  that  all  risers 
against  the  peace  and  oppressors  of  the  people 
be  chastised,  letting  them  weet  that  he  was 
late  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  that  there  such 
as  had  offended  asked  grace,  which  they  had, 
saving  such  as  were  rulers,  whom  he  will 
somewhat  be  punished,5  proposing  to  be  in 
this  country  about  Easter. 

Your  Servant,  JOHN  PAMPYNGE. 
Thetford,  Wednesday, 

the  last  day  of  February, 

1463-4.  3  E.    IV. 


dignity,  or  fortune  of  the  wearer.  By  an  act  "  For 
Reformation  of  Excess  of  Apparel,"  passed  in  the 
24  H.  VIII.  1532 ,  ch.  13,  it  was  enacted,  "  that  no 
man,  unless  he  be  a  knight,  wear  any  collar  of  gold, 
named  a  collar  of  SS."  This  collar,  therefore,  from 
that  time  became  the  distinguishing  badge  of  knight- 
hood. [We  give,  as  an  illustration,  a  badge  or  collar 
worn  by  the  friends  of  Richard,  drawn  by  the  late 
C.  Stothard  from  an  effigy  of  Ralph,  second  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  in  Brancepeth  church,  Durham. 

5  [Fenn  has  see  punished.  The  original  is  as  above 
given,  and  means  that  he  wills  they  be  somewhat 
punished.] 


VOL.  I. 
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LETTER    CCXXV.— (XIX.  vol.  i.  p.  * 
To  my  rii/ht  reverend  <tn<l  irordiijifttl  futher,  John  /'fislun,  direUunj  i/t  Cui'ster,  be  tin* 

were  up  to  the  number  of  10,000  or  more. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  father,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  you,  beseeching  you  lowly 
of  ymir  l)!i'—:ii_r,  desiring  to  hear  of  your 
welfare  and  prosperity,  the  which  I  pray 
God  preserve  unto  his  pleasance,  and  to  your 
heart's  desire:  beseeching  you  to  have  me 
excused  that  ye  had  no  writing  from  me  since 
that  I  di-parted  from  you,  for  so  God  me  help, 
I  sent  you  a  letter  to  London  anon  (noun 
Candlemas  by  a  man  of  my  lord's;  and  IK* 
f<n_ro»  to  deliver  it  to  you,  so  he  brought  to 
me  the  letter  again ;  and  since  that  time  I 
could  tret  no  messenger  till  now. 

As  for  tidings  such  as  we  have  here  I  send 
you. 

My  lord  and  my  lady1  are  in  good  hele 
(health},  blessed  be  God,  and  my  lord  hath 
great  labour  and  cost  here  in  Wales  for  to 
t;ike  diverse  gentlemen  here  which  were  con- 
senting and  helping  unto  the  Duke  of  Somer- 
set's going ;  and  they  were  appealed  (accused) 
of  other  certain  points  of  treason;  and  this 
matter,  and  because  the  king  sent  my  lord 
word  to  keep  this  country,  is  (the')  cause  that 
my  lord  tarriethhere  thus  long;  and  now  the 
hath  given  my  lord  power  whether  he 
will  do  execution  upon  these  gentlemen  or 
pardon  them,  whether  that  him  list  (pleasetK), 
and  as  far  forth  as  I  can  understand  yet,  they 
shall  have  grace,  and  as  soon  as  these  men  be 
come  in  my  lord  is  purposed  to  come  to 
London,  which  I  suppose  shall  be  within  this 
fortnight;  the  men's  names  that  be  impeached 
are  these,  John  Hanmer.  and  William  his  son, 
r  Puleston.  and  Edward  of  Madoe. 
11  of  worship  that  shall  rome  in. 

The  commons  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 


but  now  they  be  down  again  :  and  one  or  twi 
of  them  was  headed  in  Chester  as  on  Saturday 
last  past. 

Thomas  Daniel  is  here  in  Cheshire,  but  I 
wot  not  in  what  place;  he  hath  sent  three  or 
four  letters  to  Sir  John  Howard,  since  my 
lord  came  hither. 

!   other  tidings  have  w« 
that    I    suppose  ye   have    i 
suppose  verily  that  it  shall  ! 
ere  ever  my  lord  come  to  London,  that  I 
not  move*  (/o)  come  home  t ,  i  you  hi  • . 

•eh  you  tli..' 

safe  that  one  of  your  men  a  bill 

to  mine  uncle  Clement,  or  t< 
who  that  ye  will,  in  your 
may  deliver  me  the  money  1 1 
of  the  quarter  since  Christmas:  and   1 
next  quarter,  in  part  of  that  sum  that  it  pi. 
you  to  grant  me  by  the  year 
the  fellowship  have  not  so  much  mon 
we  wend  (thought}  to  have  had  by  right  much  ; 
for  my  lord  hath  had  great  costs  since  he 
came  hither. 

'  Wherefore  I  beseech  you  that  I  may  have 
this    money  at   Easter.3  for! 
money  that  I  must  p.iy  a  .rain  . 

And   1   pray  Almigl  u   in 

keeping. 

Written  in  the  castle  of  the  Holt,  in  Wales, 
the  first  day  of  March. 

Your  son  and  lowly  sen 
JOHN  PASTON,  the  yw 

Holt  Castle. 
Denbighshire, 
l-tM.-irrh.  1463-4.     3  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXXVL— (XLYI.  vol.  iv.  p.  KM.) 

Tliou.'h  this  letter  contains  notliiii.- V.TV  i  :    is  it  im-utio: 

t  .if. -i  l;iw  process,  1  have  thought  proper  to  \n> 

Vnh  -.in.-  vi  : 

To  nnj  ri'j'ht  it-.i-xhirful master,  John  Paston  the  oldest,  be  th 


iimend  me,  &C. 
IK  it  ple.i<e  you.  I  would  "ight  f.iin   that  John 

i  John  Mowhrny,  Duke  of  Norf^. 
;Toik. 


.lennev  were  ] 

Lumnor 

March. 
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were  set  in  his  stead,  for  me  thinketh  it  were 
right  necessary  that  there  were  such  a  man 
in  that  county  that  oweth  you  good  will,  arid 
I  know  verily  he  oweth  you  right  good  will : 
he  was  with  me  at  Caister  but  late.  If  there 
be  made  any  labour  for  Doctor  Allen  to  be 
justice  of  the  peace,  I  pray  you  for  God's  sake 
let  it  be  letted  if  ye  may,  for  he  will  take 
too  much  upon  him  if  he  were  ;  I  would  not 
that  he  were  remembered  of  your  part,  but 
if  (unless)  he  be  spoken  of  of  other  parts ;  he 
is  right  great  with  Master  Philip  Lypzate  and 
the  bailiff  of  Cossey. 

If  it  please  you  to  weet  that  Wykes  did 
arrest  one  William  Dylmyn  of  Norwich,  as 
Pampynge  can  inform  you  of,  for  certain  har- 
ness which  he  delivered  him  at  Newcastle 
for  to  carry  to  Yarmouth  by  water,  and  there 
to  deliver  it  to  him  again,  which  harness  he 
kept  still,  and  may  not  be  delivered;  and 
now  there  is  come  down  an  habeas  corpus 
for  him,  and  (lie)  must  appear  at  the  common 
place  on  Friday  next  coming;  wherefore  if 
it  pleased  you  that  there  might  be  taken  an 
action  in  Wykes's  name  of  trespass,  under  such 
form  as  there  may  be  a  capias  awarded  against 
his  coming ;  for  after  that  he  was  arrested  he 
did  (caused)  Daubeney  to  be  arrested  for 
maintaining;1  and  as  for  the  harness,  Wykes 


delivered  it  to  him  the  10th  day  of  January, 
the  2nd  year  of  King  Edward  IV.  (1462),  in 
Pilgrim-street,  at  Newcastle  ;  imprimis  a  pair 
(of)  brigariders,  a  salet  [tight  helmet  and 
visor'] ,  a  boar-spear,  a  bow,  eighteen  arrows, 
two  pair  (of)  pauldroris  (shoulder-pieces),  a 
standard  of  mail,  a  pair  (of)  sleeves  of  plate, 
to  the  value  of  five  marks  (3L  6s.  8d.) 

And  at  the  reverence  of  God  sloth  not  your 
matters  now,  and  make  an  end  of  them ;  either 
purvey  you  to  make  them  or  to  mar  them  in 
haste,  for  this  is  too  horrible  a  cost  and  trouble 
that  ye  have  and  have  had  for  to  endure  any 
while,  and  it  is  great  heaviness  to  your  friends 
and  well-willers  and  great  joy  and  comfort  to 
your  enemies. 

My  Lord  of  Norwich  said  to  me  that  he 
would  not  abide  the  sorrow  and  trouble  that 
ye  have  abiden  to  win  all  Sir  John  Fastolf  s 
good.  God  be  your  speed  in  all  your 
matters.  Written  at  Heylesdon  the  13th  day 
of  May. 

I  think  right  long  to  hear  tidings  till  I  have 
tidings  from  you. 

Your 


MARGARET  PASTON. 


13th  of  May, 
between  1463  and  1465. 
3  and  5  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXXVII.— (XLVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  169.) 

No  one  can  read  this  letter  without  feeling  concern  for  the  displeasure  that  Sir  John  had  occasioned  his  mother 
by  his  improper  departure  ;  she  tenderly  blames  his  conduct,  gives  him  the  advice  of  a  kind,  affectionate 
and  sensible  parent,  and  at  the  same  time  is  anxious  to  hear  of  his  welfare.  Her  account  ot  Jane  Walsham  s 
regard  for  Wykes  is  natural  and  pleasing,  and  interests  the  reader  in  her  behalf.  The  whole  letter  is  written 
in  a  clear  and'easy  style,  and  shows  the  maternal  affection  of  the  writer  for  her  son. 

To  my  well-beloved  son,  Sir  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine,  letting  you  weet  that  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  you  the  which  ye  de- 
livered to  Master  Roger  at  Lynn,  whereby  I 
conceive  that  ye  think  ye  did  not  well  that  ye 
departed  hence  without  my  knowledge,  where- 
fore I  let  you  weet  I  was  right  evil  paid2  with 
you:  your  father  thought,  and  thinketh  yet, 
that  I  was  assented  to  your  departing,  and 
that  hath  caused  me  to  have  great  heaviness  ; 


1  [Maintenance.    See  Letter  cxxiii.  p.  103.] 

2  [Appayed — content.] 


I  hope  he  will  be  your  good  father  hereafter 
if  ye  demean  you  well,  and  do  as  ye  ought 
to  do  to  him ;  and  I  charge  you  upon  my 
blessing  that  in  anything  touching  your 
father  that  should  be  (to)  his  worship,  profit, 
or  avail,  that  ye  do  your  devoir  and  diligent 
labour  to  the  furtherance  therein  as  ye  will 
have  my  good  will,  and  that  shall  cause  your 
father  to  be  better  father  to  you. 

It  was  told  me  ye  sent  him  a  letter  to 
London ;  what  the  intent  thereof  was  I  wot 
not,  but  though  he  take  it  but  lightly,  I  would 
ye  should  not  spare  to  write  to  him  again  as 

N  2 
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lov.lv  as  ye  can  :   him  to  lie  your 

good  lather;  and  send  him  such  tidings  as  be 
i:i  the  country  there  ye  beeth.  and  that  ye 
ware  [#/«m/]  of  your  expenses  better  and 
(than)  ye  have  been  before  this  time,  and  be 
your  (v.n  pone-beater;  I  trow  ye  shall  find 
profitable  to  you. 

I  would  Y(»  should  send  me  word  how  ye 
do,  and  how  ye  have  -shifted  for  yourself  since 
ye  <!(•;  .-'r'.ed  hence,  by  some  trusty  man,  and 
j  our  father  have  no  knowledge  thereof; 
I  durst  not  let  him  know  of  the  last  letter 
that  ye  wrote  to  me.  because  he  was  so  sore 
displeased  with  meat  that  time. 

I  would  ye  should  speak  with  Wykes, 
and  know  his  disposition  to  Jane  Walsham  ; 
she  hath  said  since  lie  departed  hence  but 
(?/;//•«";  she  might  have  him  she  would  never 
(le}  married,  her  heart  is  sore  set  on  him ;  she 
told  me  that  lie  said  to  her  that  there  was 
no  woman  in  the  world  he  loved  so  well;  I 
v.'inild  not  lie  should  jape  (deceive)  her,  for  she 
meaneta  good  faith;  and  if  he  will  not  have 
her  let  me  weet  in  haste,  for  I -shall  purvey  for 
her  in  other  wise. 

As  for  your  harness  and  gear  that  ye  left 


here,  it  is  in  Daulx?ney's  keeping: ;  it  was  never 

removed  since  your  de; 

had  not  the  keys ;  I  trow  it  shall  a; 

worse)  but  if  (unless)  it  be  taken  ! 

times;  your  father  knoweth  not  where  it 

I  sent  your  grey   horse  to    Rn- 
farrier,  and  he  saith  he  shall  never  be  i, 
to  ride  neither  right  good  to   plough  nor  to 
cart ;  he  said  he  was  splayed,  and  his  shoulder 
rent   from  the  body;   I  wot  not   what  to  du 
with  him. 

Vourgrandam  would  fain  hear  some  tidings 
from  you;   it  were  well  done  tin 
letter  to  her  how  ye  do  as  hastily  as  ye 
and  Ciodhave  you  in  his  keeping,  and  make 
you  a  good  man,  and  give  you  grace  to  do 
well  as  I  would  ye  should  do. 

Written  atCaister,  the  T 
Saint  Edmund  the  king  (20/A  of  November}. 
Your  mother, 
MAI 

I  would  ye  should  make  much  . 
son  of  Filby,  the  bearer  hereof,  and  make  aim 
good  cheer  if  ye  may. 

Caister,  Tuesday,  November, 

U-tweeu  1463  aud  14GC.    3  and  6  E.  IV. 


LETTER     CCXXVJII.— (XLVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  173.) 

It  is  very  difficult  to  fix  any  date  to  this  letter,  as  not  only  the  writer  of  it,  but  the  persons  mentioned  i 

i  by  T.  Daverse  from  Winchester  is  likewise  inexplicable.      v 

!'.:— and  how  are  we  to  explain  the  expression  "  as  white  as  whale's  bone  ?"     The  !«'"• 
ions,  ami  the  application  humorous  and  witty.   The  subscription  to  this  1,-ttor  is'l 
explained  by"T.  Daverse"  l>ein«.r  written  under  the  direction,    I   Ix-lieve   by  the   hand  of  the    : 
The  family  of  Davers  were  of  considerable  standing  in  the  county  of  Sullblk,  and  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
baronet  in  1682. 

To  my  right  good  master.  Sir  John  Past  on,  kniyht. 

his  lordship  such  matter  as  William  II 
sii.ill  inform  you,  and  to  send  m. 
answer. 

Also  inasmuch  as  I  understood  by 
money  should   cause  you  eoiiclu.Moii    in 
matt.'r  this  next  term"  and  y. 
don  on  Monday  at  nk'; 

I  trust  that  I  ha\  <  that, 

UJKHI  surety   as  ye   may  make, 
an    hundred  pounds  or  t\vo    liundiv.l    marks 


MY  right  special  good  master,  I  recommend 
;.   thanking  you  right  heartily  of 

letter  hue  sent  to  me;  ami 
I  tter,  iVe.  I  would  I  were  your 

kinsman    if  it  pleased   God,   and   then 
should   I  know  if  it  .should  grie\e  your  heart 
-  it  doth  other  of  my  kin  and  friends 
me   thus  cowardly   hurt   by  Pine 

•  .it  in  that  matter 

William    Rabbi-.s  shall  tell  you  mole:  ..         I 
!i  you   to  recommend   me  to  my  lord's 

him  u  l.om  of  earthly  « 
lutj    I    moil  l.e  e   and  divad.  and 
i    IP-    well    know  and    it   lay  in  my 
.  ou  heartily  to  declare   (to) 


(133/.  0*.  S//.)  i 

hall'  year,  without   any  chr\ 

an  on:.  lit  .<r  aud  his  debtor. 

•y-] 
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goods  by  you,  as  William  Rabbes  sliall  tell 
you  more,  &c. 

And  as  to  Ovid  cDe  Arte  Amandi,'  I 
shall  send  him  you  the  next  week,  for  I  have 
him  not  now  ready;  but  me  thinketh  Ovid 
*  De  Remedio '  were  more  meet  for  you,  but 
if  (unless}  ye  purposed  to  fall  hastily  in  my 
Lady  Anne  P.'s  lap  as  white  as  whale's  bone, 
&c.  Ye  be  the  best  chooser  of  a  gentlewoman 
that  I  know,  &c. :  and  I  pray  you  to  recommend 
me  to  my  Lord1  of  Oxford,  and  to  my  good 
masters,  Needham,  Richmond,  Chippenham, 


Stavely,  Bloxham,  Stuard,  and  Ingulton  in 
special,  and  all  other  good  masters  and  friends 
in  general,  &c.  And,  Sir,  Mistress  Gaydade 
recommend  me  (y.  her}  to  you  and  said"  buss- 
ing fare  for  charity,  and  she  said  (to}  me  she 
would  fain  have  a  new  fillet,  &c. 

Written  at  London  the  29th  day  in  January  ? 
With  heart  arid  service, 

,  Your  THOMAS  DAVERSE. 

London,  S9  January, 
between  1403  and  1469. 
3  and  9  ii.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXXIX.  — (XLIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  177.) 


Henry  VI.  T,vas  taken  and  committed  to  the  Tower, 
:his  kingdom  to  take  arms  and  attend  Kin"  Edward. 


This  letter  was  written  in  1464,  about  the  time  that  King, 
anjorder  having  been  issued  in  May  for  the  subjects  of  this 
The  Commission  of  Inquiry  seems  to  relate  to  this  order,  which  most  probably  was  enforced  for  the  mare 
easy  discovery  of  the  unfortunate  prince,  who  perhaps  was  by  this  time  lodged  in  the  Tower,  as  those  gentle- 
men who  had  obeyed  it  were  now  dismissed  and  returned  home. 


To  mine  right  worshipful  husband.,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you  ;  pleaseth  you  to  weet  that  I  sent 
yesterday  Loveday  to  Norwich  to  speak  with 
the  vicar  of  Dereham  2  for  the  matter  between 
Master  Constantine  and  him,  and  he  saith 
1hat  as  for  that  matter  Master  Constantine 
sued  him  for  faith  and  truth  breaking,  and 
he  sued  Master  Constantine  in  the  tempo- 
ral court  upon  an  obligation  of  ten  pounds ; 
and  there  was  made  an  appointment  between 
them,  by  the  advice  of  both  their  counsels, 
before  Master  Robert  Popy,  that  each  of  them 
should  release  other,  and  so  they  did,  and  the 
sureties  were  withdrawn  on  both  parties,  and 
each  of  them  acquittanced  other :  and  as  for 
any  copy  of  the  plea  he  had  never  none,  nor  he, 
nor  Master  John  Estgate,  that  was  his  attorney 
lemembereth  not  that  it  was  registered  ;  arid 
Master  John  Estgate  saith,  if  it  should  be 
searched  in  the  register  it  would  take  a  fort- 
night's work,  and  yet  peradventure  never  be 
the  nearer. 

Sir  Thomas  Howes  3  hath  been  right  busy 
this  week  at  Blofield  in  writing  and  looking 
up  of  gear,  and  John  Russe  hath  been  with 

1  [Fenn  by  mistake  gives  Lady.} 

2  Constantine  Dalby  was  instituted  to  the  vicarage 
of  East  Dereham,  in  1451,  and  was  succeeded  in  1456, 
by  Robert  Sheringham. 

3  J.  Pastoii  and  Thomas  Howes  hn.d  at  this  time 
disagreed  about  executorsliip  of  Sir  J.  Fastolf's  will. 


him  there  the  most  part  of  all  this  week,  and 
this  day  was  Robert  Lynne  there  with  him  ; 
what  they  have  done  1  wot  not,  but  I  shall 
weet  if  I  may. 

It  was  told  me  that  Sir  Thomas  desired  of 
John  Russe  to  make  him  a  new  inventory  of 
Sir  John  Fastolf" a  goods ;  John  Russe  might 
not  be  spoken  with  yet  for  the  letter  that  he 
should  have  written  which  ye  sent  me  word  of. 

Item,  it  is  told  that  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  * 
is  come  home,  and  either  he  is  dead,  or  else 
right  sick,  and  not  like  to  escape ;  and  Sir 
John  Howard  is  come  home ;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  Lord  Scales  and  he  have  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  why  they  of  this  country 
that  were  sent  for  came  not  hastilier  up  after 
they  were  sent  for.  It  is  reported  that  the 
king  is  greatly  displeased  therewith. 

At  the  reverence  of  God  arm  yourself  as 
mightily  ye  can  against  your  enemies,5  for  I 
know  verily  that  they  will  do  again  you  as 
mightily  as  they  can  with  all  their  power. 

It  is  told  me  that  Sir  Thomas  shall  come 
up  in  haste,  and  other  such  as  he  can  make 
for  his  party. 

Also  for  God's  sake  beware  what  medicines 


4  John  Duke  of  Suffolk  did  not  die  till  1491. 

5  These  may  either  mean  those  enemies  which  the 
affairs  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  had  caused  him,  or  tho^e 
which  the  national  disputes  had  occasioned. 
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ye  take  of  any  physicians  of  London  : ]  I  shall 
nt'vcr  trust  to  them  bee  :  father  and 

mine  uncle,  whose  souls  (iod  Bl 

The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing, and  scud  you  health  and  good  speed  in 
all  your  matters.  Written  in  haste,  on  the 
Friday  next  before  St.  I>:in:;i 

By  yours,  MAKGAKET  PASTON. 


All   the  gentlemen    of  this   conn' 
v.-ent  up  to  the  king  are  countermanded,  and 
are  come  home  a-ain.      It   i>  told  me 
Rousof  Suffolk  is  dead:-   ifJohnGayn  n 
have  any  release  of  his  son,  if  it  might  do  him 
ease,  it  were  a  good  turn  for  him. 

Friday,  8th  Juno, 
I4M.    4  E.  IV. 


NUMBER    CCXXX.—  (L.  vol.  iv.  p.  183.) 

From  this'  appointment  of  tin;  kin;;  it  appears  that  prants  for  foundations  of  religion-. 
made  one  moan  of  raising  money  for  the  service  of  the  cro\vn;  and  that  tin-  royal  pi 
obtai'n-d  l>\  a  present  of  money  or  plate.  Whether  the  terms  l>y  v.hii-h  the  kind's  favour  •• 

;,-d  ^ITC  1'ul  tilled  by  John  Paston,  or  whether  his  majesty  had  nn> 

i,  du.-s  not  appear,  but  in  the  following  year  tie.1  royal   f-i  ronr  \\ 
prisoner  by  the  king's  command.     During  tins  year  the  king  was  moving  from  place  to  place,  and 

:  -ion  and  liability  acquiring  popularity. 

Appointment  of  the  king  for  the  foundation  of  a  college  at  Caister,  Sfc. 


THE  kin?,  for  the  sum  of  300  marks  (200/.) 
of  lawful  money  of  England,  or  of  silver  plate 

to  the.  value  thereof,  granteth  to  John  Paston 

tlie  elder,    Ksijuire,  to  have  licence  lawfully 

made,  to  make  and   found  a  college  of  seven 

en    poor   folk  at  Caister,  in 

''liii/nlri-il  )    in    Norfolk,  for  the  soul  of 

Sir  John  Fastolf.  knight;  they  to  he   endued 

with   certain    rent   and    otherwise,    after    the 

intent    ;;nd   eiVrc.t  as    is   specified    in   a    bill 

•;ed  by  the  king:  and  that  he  shall 

show  his  -"(id  vrace.  favour,  iind  assistance  to 

have  the  said  foundation  enacted  and  autho- 

rized in  the  parliament  7ie\t  holden.  and  dis- 

charge  the   said    John    Paston   and   the  said 

my  other  line  or  fe»-  to  b<-  made  in 

the  Chancery  fnrthe.  said  foundation.  and  that 

flic  kin'^  >hall  sign  and  grant  warrants  1< 

licence,  and  show   his  good   grace  and  favour 

in  the  expedite  ; 

sued  to  tlierefore  by  the  said  John  I' 

Also,  the  king  granteth  to   lie  good  and  fa- 
vourable lord  to  :!M-  said  .1  .   and 

1    in   all    lliin-s    tnnchi; 

•i  of  the  will  of  the  said  Sir  John  F. 

and  .  "d  favourable  lord   t  » 

:i     in    siqiportin 

'•:g  him   in  that  the  king's  highness  may 
lawfully  do,   in  such 

John    1  aston  and   William 


:ed  from 

: 


Yelverton,  or  William  Jem  iher, 

concerning  the  lands  and  ten< 
chattels,  that  were  the  said  Sir  Joh 
also  the  king  granteth  to  help  and  $ 
said  John  Paston  to  obtain  and   i, 
use  of  the  said  Sir  John   Fast  oil'. 
as  were  the  said  Fastolf's.  deceitfully  ah 
(removed}  out   of  the 

ledge  of  the  said  John  Paston.  and   th.it    t  hi- 
king shall   grant  the  said   John  i' 
lawful    writings   aiul 
directed   to  such  JHTSOIIS  as  shall  ' 
ful    for  the  same,   what  tip  John 

Paston  sueth    to   the   kinir's   highness  tliere- 
fore. 

Also  where  Yelverton  or  J. 
justice  of  the   peace  of  the  shire  of  Suffolk, 
hath  recorded  any  ri 

:>st    the   kin 

. 

friends;  or  where  any  indie- 
men-  ,iinM  them. 

••  any  of  the  said  ju  I 
oflen 

m. lining  of  record  in  the  Ki  .  >r  in 

any  other  place,  the  k:: 
John  Pa-ton,  and  all  •  ' 
the  said  records  or  in  . 
them,  and  to  all  their  ! 
• 

Id  Rous.  Esq. 
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a  pardon  of  all  riots,  trespasses,  offences, 
felonies,  forfeitures  done  against  the  king's 
peace,  and  of  fines  therefore  dempt  (cidjitdged) 
or  to  be  dempt,  and  of  all  other  things  generally, 
treason  except,  and  that  the  king  shall  sign 
warrants  lawful  of  the  said  pardons,  what 
time  his  highness  be  required  by  the  said  John 
Pastori  or  his  attorneys. 

And  also  that  his  highness  shall  do  (cause} 
inquiry  and  examination  (to)  be  made 
whether  the  said  record  of  the  said  justices, 
and  presentments  and  other  informations  or 
complaints  made  against  the  said  John  Paston, 
were  done  truly  and  lawfully  or  not ;  and  if 
it  be  found  that  they  were  done  otherwise  than 
truth,  law,  or  conscience  will,  then  the  king 
granteth  to  cause  the  doers  thereof  to  recom- 
pense the  said  John  Paston,  and  the  said  other 
persons,  as  far  as  law  and  good  conscience 
will  in  that  behalf. 

And  that  if  it  fortune  any  complaint  to  be 
made  against  the  said  John  Paston,  by  any 
person  in  time  coming,  to  the  king,  that  he 
shall  take  no  displeasure  to  the  said  John 
Paston  till  the  time  he  come  to  his  answer 
and  be  found  in  default. 

And  that  the  king  shall  receive  1001.  of 
the  said  300  marks  what  time  he  send  for 
it,  arid  the  remanent  as  soon  as  the  said  foun- 
dation take  effect ;  and  also  that  his  highness 
shall  get  the  assent  of  the  reverend  father  in 
God  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  such 
appointments  as  is  made  atwixt  the  king 
and  the  said  John  Paston  of  such  goods 


as  were  the  said  Sir  John  Fastolf  's,  for  the 
delivery  thereof,  and  that  if  the  said  John 
Paston  refuse  the  administration  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  that  were  the  said  Sir  John  Fas- 
tolf s,  suffering  other  to  take  it  upon  them, 
the  king,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  John 
Paston,  granteth  to  be  good  and  favourable 
lord  to  such  other  as  (by)  the  course  of  the 
law,  and  assent  of  the  said  John  Paston,  shall 
take  the  said  administration  in  execution  of 
the  said  Fastolf  s  will,  touching  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  goods  and  chattels  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  same  will ;  and  that  the  king 
shall  not  claim  nor  desire  any  of  the  lands  or 
tenements,  goods  or  chattels  that  were  the 
said  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  against  the  said  John 
Paston  or  any  other  executor,  administrator, 
or  feoffee  of  the  said  Sir  John  Fastolf,  nor 
support  or  favour  any  other  person  in  claim- 
ing any  of  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  goods 
or  chattels,  against  any  of  the  said  adminis- 
trators, executors,  or  feoffees. 

Also  the  king  granteth  that  whereas  this 
bill  is  not  sufficiently  made  in  clauses  and 
terms  according  to  the  intent  thereof,  that, 
his  highness  will  take  and  execute  the  very 
intent  thereof,  notwithstanding  the  insuf- 
ficience  of  any  such  terms  and  clauses  in  this 
bill.  Written  at  Marlborough,  the  Monday 
next  after  the  nativity  of  our  Lady,  the  fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  king. 

Marlborough,  Wiltshire, 
Monday,  10th  of  September, 
1464.    4E.IV. 


LETTER     CCXXXI.— (LI.  vol.  iv.  p.  189.) 

The  exact  year  when  this  letter  was  written  cannot  be  determined,  but  it  must  have  been  during  J.  Paston's 
troubles  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  between  1464  and  1466. 
To  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your 
welfare,  praying  you  to  weet  that  I  have 
spoken  with  Strange's  wife  of  the  matter  that 
ye  spoken  to  me  of,  and  she  saith  plainly  to 
me  by  her  faith  that  she  knew  never  none 
such,  nor  never  heard  of  none  such,  and  told 
to  me  in  like  wise  as  she  had  said  to  James 
Gloys,  and  she  said  to  me  if  she  could  inquire 
of  any  other  that  she  thought  should  have 
knowledge  of  any  such,  she  should  weten  of 
them,  and  letten  me  have  knowledge  thereof; 


and  if  ye  suppose  that  any  other  be  in  this 
country  that  ye  think  should  have  knowledge 
of  this  foresatd  matter,  if  ye  will  send  me 
word  thereof  I  shall  do  my  part  therein. 

Also  I  have  been  at  Swainsthorp  arid  spoken 
with  Kokett  and  he  saith  that  he  will  do  like 
as  ye  bade  me  that  I  should  say  to  him  for  to 
do.  And  I  have  spoken  with  the  sexteyn 
(sexton),  and  said  to  him  as  ye  bade  me  that  I 
should  do,  and  he  asked  me  right  faithfully 
how  ye  sped  in  your  matters. 

I  told  him  that  ye  had  fair  behests,  and  I 


184 


TASTON  LETTERS. 


said  I  hoped  that  ye  should  do  right  well 

therein ;  and  he  said  he  supposed  that  D 1 

would  do  for  you;  but  he  said  lie  was  no 
hasty  labourer  in  none  matter;  he  said  by  his 
faith  he  wist  where  a  man  was  that  laboured 
to  him  for  a  matter  right  a  long  time,  and 
always  he  behested  that  he  would  labour  it 
effectually;  but  while  he  sued  to  him  he 
could  never  have  remedy  of  his  matter,  and 
then  when  he  thought  that  he  should  no 
remedy  have  to  sue  to  him,  he  spake  with 
Fynes,*  that  is  now  Speaker  of  the  parliament, 
and  prayed  him  that  he  would  do  for  him  in 
his  matter,  and  gave  him  a  reward;  and 
within  right  short  time  after  his  matter  was 
sped  ;  and  the  said  sexteyn3  and  other  folks 
that  be  your  right  well-willers  have  counselled 
me  that  I  should  counsel  you  to  make  other 
means  than  ye  have  made  to  other  folks,  that 
would  speed  your  matters  better  than  they 
have  done  that  ye  have  spoken  to  thereof 
before  this  time.  Sundry  folks  have  said  to 
me  that  they  think  verily  but  if  (unless)  ye 
have  my  Lord  of  Suffolk's4  good  lordship, 
while  the  werd  (world}  is  as  it  is,  ye  can 
never  live  in  peace  without  ye  have  his  good 
lordship  ;  therefore  I  pray  you  with  all  mine 


heart  that  ye  will  do  your  part  to  have  his 
good  lordship  and  his  love  in  ease  of  ali 
matters  that  ye  have  to  do,  and  i: 
mine  heart  also,  for  by  my  truth  I  am  a1 
else,  both  of  these  matters  the  which  ye 
in  hand  now,  and  of  other  that  be  not  d<> 
yet,  but  if  (unless'}  he  will  do  for  you  an 
your  good  lord.     I  pray  you  heartily 
me  word  how  ye  do,  and  how  ye  speed  in 
your  matters;  and  I  pray  you  as  for  such 
things  as  James  hath  a  bill"  of,  that  I  may 
have  them  as  hastily  as  ye  may ;  and  that  ye 
will  vouchsafe  to  buy  a  piece  of  black  : 
ram  for  to  line  with  a  gown  for  me,  I  sh mid 
buy  me  a  murrey  gown  to  go  in  this  summer, 
and  lay  in  the  collar  the  satin  tli  . 
me  for  an  hood;  and  I  c;i; 
buckram  in  this  town  to   line  it  with. 
holy  Trinity  have  you  in  his  keepin-.   and 
send  you  health  and  good  speed  in  all  your 
matters. 

Written  at  Norwich,  on  the  Friday  next 
after  Crouchmas  day.3 

Yours,  MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich  Friday, 
May,  between  1464  and  1466. 
4  ami  0  E.1V. 


LETTER     CCXXXIL— (LII.  vol.  iv.  p.  195.) 

Tliis  letter  discovers  to  us  some  of  the  politics  of  the  times,  probably  when  the  Earl  of  Warwick  had  taken 
displeasure  at  the  king's  marriage,  and  informs  us  that  the  Yorkists  were  fearful  that  too  much  leni: ; 
lie   shown  to  the  Lancastrians:  to  what  good  lord    Margaret  1'aston  and   her  husband  wished   hn 
Kookwood  to  be  faithful  is  not  mentioned,  it  probably  \v;is  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.     NVe  I'm  . 

Cation  of  wool  was  [considered]  an  hardship  upon  the  j>oor,  who  by  that  meansVere  deprived  of  work. 
in  that  branch  of  the  manufacture  which  affected  their  t-phmmg,  &c. 

To  my  right  ivorshipful  husband,  John  Past  on,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you;   plea^i-th   it  you  to   weet    that   I   re- 


ceived your  letter  that  ye  sent  me  by  Nicholas 
Colinan  on  Sunday  last  past  ;  and  as  for  the 

1    IVrh  i;>-  :l;is  may  mean  John    Ilamnie.  a; 

often  mentioned  in  these  l.-it.-r-.  and  \\ho  v.  is  mem- 

:  lament  for  the  city  of  Norwich  in  1101. 
1  ics  ii'it  appear  wha't  relation  this  Fyn 
•  1   Fynes,  who  married   .loan,  d  i 
ir  of  Lord"  I  -nth.  by  \\hi. 

• 

•ss  a  lawyer, 
.ime,  and  th'. 


matter  that  ye  desired  me  to  >  my 

cousin  Rookwood,  it  fortune 
to  me  on  Sunday  to  dinner,  soon  after  I 
had    your  letter,  and  when  we   had  di 

3  ']'!. 

was  the  officer  who  had  I!M  :   ludy 

as  the  c!mr<  :  like- 

wise secretary,  am: 
\ciit.  and  had  a  subs-ten1-'. 

.Ik. 
:io:i  of  tlic  Cross, 

was  on  ti 
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moved  to  him  thereof  in  covert,  terms,  as 
Playters  shall  inform  you  hereafter ;  and  as 
I  thought  by  him,  and  so  did  Playters  also, 
by  the  language  that  he  had  to  us,  that  he 
would  be  as  faithful  as  he  could  or  might  be 
to  that  good  lord  that  ye  wrote  of,  and  to  you 
also,  in  anything  that  he  could  or  might  do, 
in  case  were  that  he  were  set  in  office  so  that 
he  might  aught  do,  and  thereto  he  said  he 
would  be  bound  in  1000/.,  and  (if)  he  was 
so  much  worth. 

As  for  the  other  that  ye  desired  I  should 
move  to  of  the  same  matter,  me  seemeth  he  is 
too  young  to  take  any  such  things  upon  him, 
and  also  I  know  verily  that  he  shall  never 
love  faithfully  the  other  man  that  ye  desired 
that  he  should  do,  for  when  he  remembereth 
the  time  that  is  past ;  and  therefore  I  spake 
not  to  him  thereof. 

This  day  was  holden  a  great  day  at  Okyll 
(Acle)  before  the  under-sheriff  and  the  under- 
escheator  for  the  matter  of  Sir  John  Fastolf 's 
lands,  and  there  was  my  cousin  Rookwood, 
and  my  cousin  John  Berney  of  Reedham,  and 
divers  other  gentlemen  and  thrifty  men  of  the 
country,  and  the  matter  is  well  sped  after 
your  intent,  blessed  be  God !  as  ye  shall  have 
knowledge  of  in  haste. 

I  suppose  Playters  shall  be  with  you  on 
Sunday  or  on  Monday  next  coming  if  he 
may ;  ye  have  many  good  prayers  of  the 
poor  people  that  God  should  speed  you  at 
this  parliament,  for  they  live  in  hope  that  ye 
should  help  to  set  a  way  that  they  might  live 
in  better  peace  in  this  country  than  they  have 
done  before,  and  that  wools  should  be  pur- 
veyed for  that  they  should  not  go  out  of  this 
land,  as  it  hath  been  suffered  to  do  before, 
and  then  shall  the  poor  people  more  live 
tetter  than  they  have  done  by  their  occupa- 
tion therein.  Thomas  Bone  hath  sold  all 
your  wool  here  for  2(W.  a  stone,  and  good 
surety  found  to  you  therefore  to  be  paid  at 
Michaelmas  next  coming,  and  it  is  sold  right 
well  after  that,1  (because)  the  wool  was  for 
the  most  part  right  feeble. 

Item,  there  be  bought  for  you  three  horses 
at  St.  Faith's2  fair,  and  all  be  trotters,  right 


J  [At  that,  i.e.  price,  as  we  say  now.] 
2  [Near  Norwich.    There  is  still  a  considerable 
fair  at  this  place,  but  chiefly  fur  lean  cattle.] 


fair  horses,  God  save  them,  and  they  be  well 
keeped. 

Item,  your  mills  at  Heylesdon  be  let  foi? 
twelve  marks  (8/.)  and  the  miller  to  find  the 
reparation  ;  and  Richard  Calle  hath  let  all 
your  lands  at  Caister ;  but  as  for  Maultby 
lands  they  be  not  let  yet.  William  White 
hath  paid  me  again  this  day  his  10/.,  and  I 
have  made  him  an  acquittance  thereof  because 
I  had  not  his  obligation. 

There  is  great  talking  in  this  country  of 
the  desire  of  my  Lord  of  York,3  the  people 
report  full  worshipfully  of  my  Lord  of 
Warwick,  they  have  no  fear  here  but  that  he 
and  other  should  show  too  great  favour  to 
them  that  have  been  rulers  of  this  country 
before  time. 

I  have  done  all  your  errands  to  Sir  Thomas 
Howes  that  ye  wrote  to  me  for ;  I  am  right 
glad  that  ye  have  sped  well  in  your  matters 
betwixt  Sir  Philip  Wentworth  and  you,  and 
so  I  pray  God  ye  may  do  in  all  other  matters 
to  his  pleasance. 

As  for  the  writings  that  ye  desired  that 
Playters  should  send  you,  Richard  Calle  told 
me  that  they  were  at  Harry  Barber's,  at  the 
Temple  Gate. 

The  mayor4  and  the  mayoress  sent  hither 
their  dinners  this  day,  arid  John  Damme 
came  with  them,  and  they  dined  here ;  I  am 
beholden  to  them  for  they  have  sent  to  me 
divers  times  since  ye  yed  (went}  hence;  the 
mayor  saith  that  there  is  no  gentleman  in 
Norfolk  that  he  would  do  more  for  than  he 
would  for  you,  if  it  lay  in  his  power  to  do  fo? 
you. 

J.  Perse5  is  still  in  prison,  but  he  will  not 

3  George  Ncvile  became  Archbishop  of  York  in. 
1464,  and  died  in  1476. 

4  As  the  exact  date  of  the  year  of  this  letter  cannot 
be  ascertained,  we  cannot  determine  who  this  mayor 
of  Norwich  was,  though  it  must  have  been  either 
John  Gilbert,  Thomas  Kllis,  or  John  Chytock.   John 
Damme  had  been  the  recorder,  and  might  perhaps 
be  so  now.     [This  is  a  curious  trait — the  mayor  and 
mayoress  of  Norwich  send  tlteir  own  dinners  to  a 
gentleman's  house  where  they  go  to  dine  ;  nor  is  it 
noticed  as   anything  out  of  the  common   course; 
indeed,  "  they  have  sent  to  me  divers  times  "  may 
imply  that  they  sent  dinners.] 

5  What  ottence  Perse  had  committed  does  not 
appear,  nor  can  I  understand  the  expression  ' '  thai 
the  dede  may  have  part  of  hys  own  goode."    An 
ingenious  friend  suggested  the  following  explanation  : 
might  not  Perso  h.i'\  <-  niiii\u'iL-u  some  oae  au<i  secreted 
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mil  less  inori-  than  lie  did  when  ye  were  at 
lionie.  Edmund  Brome  was  with  me,  and 
told  me  that  Perse  sent  lor  him  for  to  come 
speak  with  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was 
with  him  and  examined  him,  hut  lie  would 
not  he  a  knowe  (acknowledge)  to  him,  that  he 
had  no  knowledge  where  no  goods  was  of  his 
master's  more  than  he  had  knowledged  to 
you  ;  he  told  me  that  he  sent  for  him  to 
desire  him  to  labour  to  you  and  to  me  for 
him  if  ye  had  liccn  at  home;  and  he  told  me 
that  he  said  to  him  again  that  he  would  never 
labour  fur  him  hut  (unlest)  he  might  know 
that  he  were  true  to  his  master,  though  it  lay 


in  his  power  to  do  right  much  for  lr. 

suppose  it  should  do  none  harm  though  the 

said  Perse  were  removed  further. 

God  give  grace  that  the  truth  may 

and  that  the  dead  may  have  part  of  his  own 

goods,  and  the  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in 

his  keeping. 

Written  in  liaste,at  Heylesdon,  the  Tuesday 
next  after  St.  Luke. 

By  yours,  MA  KG  A  RET  PASTON. 

Heylesdon, 

i-iy,  Octolx'r, 
between  1464  and  1466. 
4  arulfj  E.  IV. 


'LETT E  R     CCXXXIII.— (LIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  201.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  as  containing  not  only  the  whole  process  of  a  replevin,  but  like-.-. 

ible  situation  the  tenants  of  the  lands  and  manors  were  put  into  when  the  landlords  and  ; 
mnnors  disagreed.     Drayton  and  Heylesdon  had  been  the  manors  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  ami  were  n<>\v  by  his 
li-ath  in  the  possession  of  John  Paston,  as  one  of  his  executors  and  trustees  ;  this  letter  then  : 
written  after  Sir  John's  decease.    A  replevin  is  a  writ  (Rcplegiare  de  averiis)  broujjh' 
cattle  are  distrained  or  put  in  pound  upon  any  cause  by  another,  upon  surety  given  to  the  »!.• 
or  answer  the  action  at  law. 

To  my  ri(jht  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


PI.FASK  it  you  to  weet  that  on  Saturday  last 

:its  Naunton,  \Vykes,  and  others 

t  Drayton,  and  there  took  a  distress  for 

Ihe   rent  and  farm  that  was   to   pay,   to  the 

number  of  i  neat  (beaittt),  and  so 

brought  tin-in    home  to  Heylesdon,  and    put 

them  in   the  pin-fold,  and  so  kept   them  still 

there   from  the  said  Saturday  morning  unto 

Monday  three  at  clock  at  afternoon.     First  on 

line  Saturday  the  tenants  followed  upon, 

and  desired  to  have  their  cattle  again  :  and  1 

ai  iswerei  1  them  i f  they  would  do  pay  such  dewts 

(ililif.s  or  ////f.v)as  lliev  ought  i'or  to  pay  to  you, 
that  then  they  should  have  their  cattle  de- 

liveicd  again  :  or  else  if  they  v.  t  re  not  a  power 

knowledge,  lull  j,;ir; 

<>1   whieh,   if  they  had   IK-'  .  would  have 

l<eell  disposed    of    for   the    lienelit   of  the   soul  of  the 

•d,  ill    pr.ieiuill1.'    llias-e>,    ,\r.,  lo    he    Mill!.1    I'or 

liini,   -o   that  in    t;ic;  li\  t!n-.-e  n  tniylit 

•  ?t,/ini-i-j,nrt  nf  In.-  ir-ni  ijn,  .ulaiia- 

;  fetched,  bnt 

\\itti  ;\  liope  that    it    nii^'ht    pro\'e  a  el 
.he    real  IIIIM: 

.  ms  in 
I'i-ak   i.f  liini,  and  the  \\ay  in  \\liich  he 

•  who  had  died,  and  ha-,. 


(}/'c/-e  not  able}  to  pay  ready  money,  that  then 
they  to  find  sufficient  surety  to  pay  the  money 
at  such  a  day  as  they  might  agree  with  me,  and 
thereto  to  be  bounden  to  you  l>y  obligation; 
and  that  they  said  they  durst  m>t  fur  to  take 
upon  them  for  to  be  bounden,  and  as  for  money 
they  had  none  for  to  pay  at  that 
therefore  I  kept  still  the  beasts. 

Harleston  was  at  Norwich,  and  sent  for  the 
tenants  the  said  Saturday  a1 
there,  by  the  means  of  the  bailiff  of  C< 
put    tin-    tenants    in    such    t<  'sat  if 

they    would   pay   such   debts,    or   • 
be  bound  en  to  pay.  that  then  they 
them  out   of  such  lands  as  they  !;• 
of   the  lordship,  and    so   to  distrain  then 
trouble  them  that   th« 
their  part  ;    and  that    put  tli- 
that  they  durst  neither  pa)  ,:,den. 

And  on  the  Sunday..' 
stoncametometo  He\  '•  -that 

I  \\llldd  del'. 

,  -   as  they  had    tal 
\Diir  tcnan1  dd  be  deli\ 

in  like  I'm-:,  d  I  would  imt   ti, 

tiieni 
them   as  is  written   afore  and  otherwise  not, 
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and  otherwise  I  would  not  deliver  them  but 
by  the  form  of  law.  And  other  communica- 
tion'was  had  between  us  at  that  time  of  divers 
matters  which  were  too  long  to  write  at  this 
time,  but  ye  shall  have  knowledge  thereof  in 
haste. 

And  on  Monday  next  after  at  nine  at  clock 
there  came  Pynchemore  to  Heylesdon  with  a 
replevin,  which  was  made  in  Harlestoii's  name 
as  under-steward  of  the  duchy,  saying  that  the 
beasts  were  taken  upon  the  duchy  fee,  where- 
fore he  desired  me  to  make  him  livery  of  the 
said  beasts  so  taken ;  and  I  said  I  would  not 
deliver  them  unto  the  time  that  I  had  ex- 
amined the  tenants  of  the  truth,  and  so  I  sent 
thither  Wykes  with  Pynchemore  to  under- 
stand what  they  would  say  ;  and  the  tenants 
said  that  there  was  taken  none  upon  the 
duchy  at  their  knowledge,  save  onlyPyrse 
Waryn  the  younger,  and  Paynter,  said  that 
their  cattle  was  taken  upon  the  duchy,  which 
they  cannot  prove  by  none  record  save  only 
by  their  own  saying;  and  so  we  would  not 


obey  that  replevin  and  so  they  departed ;  and 
at  three  at  clock  at  afternoon  Pynche- 
more came  to  Heylesdon  again  with  two  men 
which  brought  with  them  a  replevin  from  the 
sheriff,  whose  names  be  John  Witherley  and 
Robert  Ranson,  which  required  me  by  the 
same  replevin  to  make  them  delivery  of  the 
said  beasts  taken  at  Drayton  ;  and  so  I,  see- 
irjg  the  sheriff's  replevin  and  under  his  seal, 
bade  my  men  deliver  them,  and  so  they  were 
delivered. 

And  as  for  all  other  matters  that  ye  have 
written  to  (me)  of,  I  will  speed  me  to  send 
you  an  answer  as  hastily  as  I  may,  for  I  may 
no  leisure  have  to  write  no  more  to  you  this 
time.  The  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his 
keeping.  Written  at  Heylesdon  the  20th  day 
of  May 

By  yours, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 
Heylesdon, 

Monday,  20th  of  May, 

1465.    5E.IV. 


LETTER    CCXXXIV.— (LIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  207.) 

The  beginning  of  this  letter  is  curious,  at  it  furnishes  us  with  an  account  of  the  process  to  dispossess  a  parson 
of  his  church ;  what  Flowerdew  had  done  to  incur  deprivation  does  not  appear.  John  Flowerdew  was  in- 
stituted to  the  rectory  of  Drayton  on  the  15th  of  March,  1461,  on  the  presentation  of  John  Paston,  Esq.  and 
Thomas  Howes,  clerk.  At  the  time  that  this  and  the  foregoing  letter  was  written,  there  was  a  dispute  be- 
tween the  executors  of  Sir  John  Fastolf  and  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  concerning  these  estates  at  Drayton, 
Heylesdon,  &c. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you ;  please  it  you  to  weet  that  I  have  sent 
to  Master  John  Smyth  and  to  Master  Stephen 
to  have  advice  for  the  church  of  Drayton;  and 
they  send  me  word  that  there  must  be  had  a 
commission  from  the  bishop  to  call  in  the 
Parson  Flowerdew,  and  that  must  be  pro- 
claimed in  the  church  of  Drayton  three  times 
by  a  dean,1  and  after  that  if  he  appear  not 
within  six  months  after  the  first  proclamation, 
that  then  he  for  to  be  deprived,  and  the  patron 
to  present  whom  he  lust  (lists),  and  else  your 
presentation  is  not  sufficient.  And  I  have  so 
purveyed  that  a  commission  is  had,  and  shall 
be  served  as  hastily  as  it  may  be. 
As  for  John  Rysing  I  have  sent  to  him  to 

1  This  means  the  rural  dean. 


weet  the  cause  that  he  is  not  brought  up  to 
London,  and  he  saith  that  he  called  upon  the 
sheriff  that  he  might  be  had  up  for  (to)  come 
to  his  answer,  and  the  sheriff'  told  him  that  he 
would  not  bring  him  up  at  his  own  cost ;  and 
John  Andrews  said  that  he  would  riot  have 
him  up,  and  so  he  is  still  in  prison  at  Ipswich, 
and  so  shall  he  be  but  if  (unless)  ye  can  find 
the  better  mean  for  to  have  him  out ;  I  have 
sent  to  him  13*.  4</.  to  help  himself  therewith, 
he  payeth  for  his  board  weekly  twenty-pence ; 
and  Hopton  and  Smith  be  there  still  also,  and 
they  have  money  enough  wheresoever  that 
they  have  it ;  Rysing  deemeth  that  they  have 
comfort  of  the  other  party ;  and  I  send  you 
the  copy  of  the  warrant  that  they  were  arrested 
by,  &c. 

I  spake  not  with  my  mother  since  Richard 
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Calle  brought  me  the  letter  from  you  touch- 
ing her  matter,  for  I  might  have  no  leisure  ; 
when  I  speak  with  her  at  leisure  I  will  re- 
member her  in  that  matter  according  to  your 
writing;  and  as  for  your  tenants  of  Drayton, 
as  I  can  understand  by  them,  they  be  right, 
good  and  true-hearted  to  you  to  their  powers, 
and  full  fain  would  that  ye  had  it  again  in 
peace,  for  they  had  as  letle  (lief)  almost  be 
Tenants  to  the  devil  as  to  the  Duke,  except 
"Will.  Herne,  Piers  at  Sloth,  and  one  Knott  of 
the  same  to\vn,  for  they  be  not  good. 

All  your  tenants  at  Heylesdon  andDrayton, 
except  these  three,  be  right  glad  that  we  are 
there  amongst  them,  and  so  be  many  others  of 
our  old  neighbours  and  friends ;  and  but  if 
(unless)  ye  come  home  by  Wednesday  or 
Thursday1  in  Whitsun  week,  I  purpose  me  to 
gee  you  in  secret  wise  by  Trinity  Sunday2  but 


if  (unless)  ye  send  to  me  contrary  command- 
ment ere  that  time ;  and  I  pray  you  send  rue 
your  advice  how  ye  will  that  w<-  • 
the  next  shire,  which  shall  be  the  Monday 
next  after  Trinity  Sunday,  as  for  calling  upon 
the  replevin  that  the  beasts  of  Drayton  were 
delivered  by. 

Item,  Richard  Calle  told  me  that  ye  desired 
to  have  Master  Philip's  name,  and  his  name 
is  Philip  Lypzate,  and  I  sent  you  a  letter  by 
Henry  Wilton's  man  wherein  I  wrote  Master 
Philip's  name;  and  in  the  same  letter  1  wrote 
to  you  for  Will.  Luinnor;  I  pray 
me  word  if  ye  have  it,  and  the  blessed  Trinity 
have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  the  Mon- 
day next  after  Ascension  day.3 

By  yours,  MARGARET  PASTON. 

Monday,  27th  of  May, 

146J.     5  K.  IV. 


LETTER   CCXXX V.—(LV.  vol.  iv.  p.  213.) 

This  and  the  following  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  men  at  Ileylea- 
i  their  attempts  there,  and  of  the  steps  taken  oy  those  in  possession  to  oppose  them,  exhibit  a  true 

•lie  times,  when  the  numerous  fellowships  of  the  great  men,  sometimes  with  and  s«:- 
without  the  knowledge  of  their  lords,  attacked  the  smaller  fellowships  of  their  inferior  neighbours 
on  a  pretcmv  <>f  having  some  title  to  their  estates,  or  under  colour  of  having  warrants  to  apprehend  them 
on  civil  suits,  or  on  prosecutions  for  felonies,  &c. 

To  my  master j  John  Paston,  in  haste. 


PI.KASETH  it  your  mastership  to  weet  of  the 

rule  and  disposition  of  the  M Philip4 

and  the  bailiff  of  Cossey,  with  others  of  my 
Lord  of  SulVolk's  men.  on  Monday  last  past 
at  afternoon  (who)  were  at  Heylesdon  with  the 
number  of  three  hundred  men  for  to  have 
•  1,  notwithstanding  they  said  they  came 
not  for  to  enter,  but  without  doubt  and  (if) 
they  had  been  strong  enough  for  us  they 
would  have  entered,  and  that  we  understand 
now:  but  we  knowing  of  their  ruining,  and 
purveyid  so  for  them,  that  we  were  strong 
rnou.'h  :  we  had  sixty  men  within  the  place, 
and  guns,  and  .such  ordnance,  so  that  if  they 
had  set  upon  us  they  had  bo'ii  dr-frnved  : 
juid  ' .  I*  was  within,  and  my 

1  O'.hor  «',ih  Of  June.  39th  of  .1 

4   ']-'. 

ihr  1'hilip  I,:;  .  i:i   this 

nor,  in 


master  Sir  John,  and  (he)  hath  gotten   him 
as  great  worship  for  that  day  as  a 
man  might  do,  and  so  is  it 
party  and  in  all  Norwich;  and  my  I,<.;d   of 
Norwich8    sent    thither    Master    John    S 
and  Master  John  Bulleman  for  to  treat,  and 
so  they  did;  and  the  duke's  men  said  they 
had  a  warrant  for  to  attach  John    ! 
Wykes,    Calle,     Hunworth,    and     Mio 
and  oilier,  which   they   would  ha\  • 
'•  Sir  John  answered  them  ai: 
were  not  within,   and  though  we  had 
•hey  should  not  have  hail  them:   and  so 
they  desired  one  of  our  men.  and  so  N:\unton 
1    by  my  mi-'  ''in  whom 

th.-y  would  have,  and  said  if  they  would  have 

which  case  the  subsequcir 

•     \\ 

•  ii-h. 
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him  lie  would  go  with  them,  and  so  he  did, 
and  on  the  next  day  they  carried  him  forth  to 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk  to  Claxton,  through 
Norwich,  and  there  we  had  found  a  remedy 
for  him  for  to  have  let  [hindered  or  stayed] 
him,  and  he  would  not,  but  needs  go  forth 
•with  them;  but  like  a  gentleman  he  was 
entreated  amongst  them.  And  Harleston  de- 
sired at  Heylesdon  to  speak  with  my  master 
Sir  John,  and  so  he  did,  and  said  to  him  it 
were  right  well  done  that  he  rode  to  my  Lord 
of  Suffolk,  and  desired  him  in  any  wise  that 
he  should  do  so,  and  said  that  it  was  his  duty 
so  for  to  do,  inasmuch  as  my  lord  was  come 
to  (the)  country,  and  that  he  would  ride 
\vith  him  and  bring  him  to  my  lord ;  and  he 
answered  and  said  to  him,  when  that  he 
understood  that  my  lord  were  his  father's  good 
lord  and  his,  that  then  he  would  see  his  lord- 
ship, and  else  he  had  none  errand  to  him ; 
and  so  they  departed ;  and  then  appointment 
was  taken  that  they  should  send  home  their 
men,  and  we  should  send  home  ours;  and 
now  my  Lord  of  Suffolk's  men  come  from 
Claxton  to  Norwich,  and  face  us  and  fray 
upon  us  thus  daily ;  there  fell  upon  me  be- 
fore Swaine's  door  twelve  of  his  men,  eight  of 
them  in  harness,  and  there  they  would  have 
mischievedme,  and  the  sheriff  letted  (hindered} 
hem  and  other,  and  they  make  their  avaunt 
were  \wlierever]  that  I  may  be  gotten  I  should 
die,  arid  so  they  lie  in  await  for  to  mischief 
me,  Daubeney,  and  Wykes;  and  so  I  dare 
not  ride  out  alone  without  a  man  with  me ; 
iind  I  understand  there  is  coming  an  oyer 
(and)  determiner  to  inquire  of  all  riots,  and 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk  and  Yelverton  be  com- 
missioners ;  and  so  they  say  as  many  of  us  as 


can  be  taken  shall  be  indicted  and  hanged 
forthwith  ;  and  so  the  people  here  are  dis- 
mayed with  their  rule,  wherefore  that  it  like 
you  to  send  word  how  my  mistress  shall  do 
at  Heylesdon,  and  we  in  all  other  matters ; 
and  whether  ye  will  that  we  fetch  again  the 
flock  of  Heylesdon,  for  they  are  now  driven  to 
Causton,  and  there  go  they  on  the  heath ;  and 
my  Lord  of  Suffolk  will  be  at  Drayton  on 
Lammas  day,  and  keep  the  court  there, 
wherefore  ye  must  seek  a  remedy  for  it  or  else 
it  will  riot  do  well. 

If  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  x  would  come  he 
should  make  all  well,  for  they  fear  him  above 
all  things,  for  it  is  noised  here  that  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk  hath  taken  party  in  this  matter, 
and  all  the  country  is  glad  of  it,  saying  that 
if  he  come  they  will  wholly  go  with  him. 

And  me  seemeth  it  were  well  done  to  move 
my  lord  in  it  though  ye  should  give  him  the 
profits  of  Heylesdon  and  Drayton  for  the  keep- 
ing, and  some  money  beside  ;  for  ye  must 
seek  some  other  remedy  than  ye  do,  or  else  in 
my  conceit  it  shall  go  to  the  devil  and  be  de- 
stroyed, and  that  in  right  short  time,  and 
therefore  at  the  reverence  of  God  take  some 
appointment  with  Master  Yelverton,  and  such 
as  ye  think  should  most  hurt. 

I  beseech  you  to  pardon  me  of  my  writing, 
for  I  have  pity  to  see  the  tribulation  that  my 
mistress  hath  here,  arid  all  your  friends,  &c. 

Almighty  Jesu  preserve  and  keep  you. 
Written  the  Wednesday  next  Saint  Thomas's 
day  (1th  of  July}. 

Your  poor  servant  and  beadsman, 

RICHARD  CALLE. 

Wednesday,  10th  of  July,  1465. 
5  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXXXVI.— (LVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  219.) 

Margaret  Paston  in  this  letter  in  some  measure  continues  the  narrative  of  the  riotous  proceedings  at  Hoylcs- 
don  and  Norwich  against  her  husband's  servants  and  tenants  by  the  retainers  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  ;"  she 
pathetically  complains  of  her  troubles  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  gives  an  alarming  account  of  her  bad 
state  of  health ;  appearing,  however,  under  all  her  misfortunes,  the  careful,  tender,  and  amiable  wife. 

To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  in  haste. 
RIGHT  worshipful  husband  I  recommend  me   ,    Wykes,  and  Richard  Calle,  that  wheresoever 


to  you,  praying  you  heartily  that  ye  will  seek 
a  mean  that  your  servants  may  be  in  peace,  for 
they  be  daily  in  fear  of  their  lives ;  the  Duke 
of  Suil'ulk's  men  threaten  daily  Daubeney, 


they  may  get  them  they  shall  die ;  and  affrays 

1  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  whose  favour, 
it  appeal's  here,  must  have  beeu  purchased  at  a  high 
price. 
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have  been  ma  de  on  Richard  Calle  this  week, 
so  that  lie  was  in  great  jeopardy  at  Norwich 
among  them  ;  and  ^;ivat  alVrays  have  been 
made  upon  me  and  my  fellowship  here  on 
Monday  last  past,  of  which  Richard  Calle 
tellefh  me  that  he  halh  sent  you  word  of  in 
writing  more  plainly  than  I  may  do  at  this 
time,  but  I  shall  inform  you  more  plainly 
hereafter. 

I  suppose  there  shall  be  great  labour  against 
you  and  your  servants  at  the  assizes  and 
:e,  wherefore  me  seemeth,  Riving 
your  better  advice,  it  were  well  done  that  ye 
.should  speak  with  the  justices  ere  they  come 
here;  and  if  ye  will  that  I  complain  to  them 
or  to  any  other,  if  Good  (G'w/)  fortune  me 
life  and  health,  I  will  do  as  ye  advise  me  to 
do,  tor  in  good  faith  I  have  been  simply  en- 

.[  among  them,  and  what  with  si< •' 
and  trouble  that  I  have  had,   I  am  brought 
right  low  and  weak,  but  to  my  power  I  will 
do  as  I  can  or  may  in  your  matters. 

The    Duke    of    Suffolk1    and    both    the 
duchesses  shall  come  to  Claxton  this  day,  as  I 
am  informed,  and  this  next  week  he  shall  beat 
\  ;  whether  he  will  come  further  hither- 
ward  or  not  I  wot  not  yet;  it  is  said  that  he 
should  come  hither,   and  yet  his  men  said 
on  Monday  that  he  claimed  no  title  to 
this  place.     They  said  their  coming  was  but 
to  take  out  such  riotous  people  as  was  here 
within  this  place,  and  such  as  were  the  king's 
felons,  and  indicted  and  outlawed  men.  never- 
.  would  show  no  warrants  whereby 
tn   lake  none  such,  though  there  had  been 


such  here.     I   suppose   if  they 
come  in  peaceably   they  would  ha\< 
another  cause  of  their  coming. 

When  all  was  done  and  they  shouL  I 
Harleston  and  other  desired  me  that  I 
come  and  see  mine  old  lady,  and  SIN 
lord,  and  if  anything  were  amiss  it  should  be 
amended. 

I  said  if  I  should  sue  for  any  remedy  that 
I  should  sue  further,  and  let  the  king  and  all 
the  lords  of  this  land  to  have  ki. 
hath  been  done  to  us,  if  so  were  that  the  l)uk" 
would  maintain  that  hath  been  done  • 
his  servants,  if  ye  would  give  me  h 

1  pray  you  send  me  word  if  ye  will  that  I 
make  any  complaint  to  the  Dnke  or  the 
Duchess,  for  as  it  is  told  me  *  they  know  not 
the  plainness8  that  hath  been  dune  in  such 
things  as  hath  been  done  in  tli- 

I  should  write  much  more  1 
lack  of  leisure. 

I  commanded  my  master  Tom  this 
have  come  again  by  me  from  Norwi< 
he  had  spoken  with  Richard  Calle. 
came  not;  I  would  he  were  quit  of  his  in- 
dictment so  that  he  were  quit  of  you, 
for  by   my  truth  I   hold  the   j 
ungracious  that  he  is  in  for  his  disp  . 
divers  tilings,  the  which  ye  shall  be  informed 
of  hereafter. 

The  Trinity  have  you  inkeej  ' 
the  Friday  next  after  Saint  Tli" 
By  your 

Fridav,  V.-hnlMulv, 
IV. 


LETTER    CCXXXYII.— (LYII.  vol.  iv.  p.  225.) 

and  Cuniliar  style  of  fills  letter  will  not  he  di->;  -MMII.T;  perhaps  he  will  smile  si! 

;  directions  eonoenilBf  .'.  r  >:nl  his  minute  description  of  the  b 

To  in i/  //// v.  isti»i,  lie  thix  </<Y/ir;v</  ///  hitstr 


B  all  humble  and  most  due    : 

lowly  as  I  . •          '  ou  of 

»  John  de    la  Pole.   Duke  of   Suffolk,  ni 

K.Uv.ml    1\. 
m  his     mother,  the  lelici    <>!'  th,' 

.    heir    <>!'    T 


your   blessing  ;    please  it    you  to  weet   • 
father   to  ii 

ha   without  tin'    Di;k 

I'.-ople  accutt 

and    1 1  I  >    weigh    ven 

. 
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such  matters  as  I  have  sent  to  him  for  in 
haste,  of  which  matters  the  greatestof  substance 
is  for  the  manor  of  Cotton,  beseeching  you 
to  remember  him  of  the  same  matter  that 
I  may  have  an  answer  in  the  most  hasty  wise. 

Also  I  pray  you  that  mine  aunt  Poynings 
may  be  desired  to  send  me  an  answer  of  such 
matters  as  she  woteth  of  by  him  that  shall 
bring  me  an  answer  of  the  matter  of  Cotton. 

Also,  mother,  I  beseech  you  that  there  may 
be  purveyed  some  mean  that  I  might  have 
sent  me  home  by  the  same  messenger  two 
pair  of  hose,  one  pair  black  and  another  pair 
of  russet,  which  be  ready  made  for  me  at  the 
hosier's  with  the  crooked  back,  next  to  the 
Black  Friar 's-gate  within  Ludgate;  John 
Pampynge  knoweth  him  well  enough  I  sup- 
pose, and  (if)  the  black  hose  be  paid  for  he 
will  send  me  the  russet  unpaid  for ;  I  beseech 
you  that  this  gear  be  not  forgotten,  for  I  have 


not  an  whole   hose  for  to  dan ;  I  trow  they 
shall  cost  both  pair  8*. 

My  brother,1  and  my  sister  Anne,2  and  all 
the  garrison  of  Heylesdori  fare  well,  blessed  be 
God,  and  recommend  them  to  you  everych 
(every)  one. 

I  pray  you  visit  the  Rood  of  Northdoor  and 
St.  Saviour  at  Bermondsey,3  among  while  ye 
abide  (during  your  abode)  in  London,  and  let 
my  sister  Margery 4  go  with  you  to  pray  to 
them  that  she  may  have  a  good  husband  ere 
she  come  home  again :  and  now  I  pray  you 
send  us  some  tidings  as  ye  were  wont  to  com- 
mand me;  and  the  Holy  Trinity  have  you 
in  keeping  ;  and  my  fair  mistress  of  the  Fleet. 
Written  at  Norwich,  on  Holy  Rood  day. 
Your  son  and  lowly  servant, 

JOHN  PASTON,  the  youngest. 
Norwich,  Saturday, 
14th  of  September,  1465.5  E  IV. 


LETTER    CCXXXVIIL— (LVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  227.) 

We  who  fortunately  live  at  a  time  of  peace  and  domestic  tranquillity,  can  scarcely  believe  the  picture  of  savage 
manners  here  represented.:  if  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  were  ignorant  of,  or  did  not  even  encourage  such  proceed- 
ings, it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  his  retainers  dared  to  have  done  such  mischief ;  they  certainly  must 
know  that  what  they  did  would  not  meet  with  their  lord's  displeasure.  Their  behaviour  in  the  church  is 
very  extraordinary,  as  papists  almost  universally  pay  great  respect  not  only  to  their  priests,  but  to  their 
places  of  public  worship,  esteeming  them  as  sacred,  and  on  no  pretence  to  be  violated  or  proftined.  On  the 
back  of  the  original  letter  is  written  in  an  ancient  hand,  "  A  Lre  concerning  the  extreme  dealing  of  the  Duke 
of  Suff.  at  Haylesdon."  [These  cases  of  disputed  right,  and  actions  of  ejectment,  seem  ever  to  have  been 
conducted  with  singular  rudeness  and  barbarity.  The  scene  here  depicted,  and  which  Fenn  says  Ave  can 
scarcely  believe,  is  by  no  means  of  unfrequent  occurrence  at  the  present  day  in  Ireland.  The  presence  of  the 
bailiffs  of  Eye  and  Stradbroke  clearly  shows  that  it  was  a  legal  proceeding,  though  Margaret  Paston  calls 
it  a  robbery.  All  excesses  of  the  acting  agents  are  of  course  uniformly  repudiated  by  their  employers.] 
To  my  right  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
to  you ;  please  it  you  to  weet  that  I  was  at 
Heylesdoii  upon  Thursday  last  past,  and  saw 
the  place  there,  and  in  good  faith  there  will 
no  creature  think  how  foully  and  horribly 
it  is  arrayed 5  but  if  (unless)  they  saw  it ; 
there  cometh  much  people  daily  to  wonder 
thereupon,  both  of  Norwich  and  of  other  places, 
and  they  speak  shamefully  thereof;  the  Duke 
had  by  better  than  a  thousand  pound  that  it 
had  never  been  done,  and  ye  have  the  more 
good  will  of  the  people  that  it  is  so  foully 
done ;  and  they  made  your  tenants  of  Heyles- 

1  Sir  John  Paston. 

2  Anne  Paston,  afterwards  wife  of  W.  Yelverton. 

3  The  Abbey  of  Saint  Saviour  at  Bermondsey,  in 
Surrey,  was  founded  in  1081,  15th  William  the  Con- 
queror,  by  Alwin  Child  of  London;   it  was  sur- 
rendered in  1539,  31  H,  VIII.  when  it  was  pulled 


don  and  Drayton,  with  other,  to  help  to  break 
down  the  walls  of  the  place  and  the  lodge 
both,  God  knoweth  full  evil  against  their 
wills,  but  that  they  durst  none  other  wise  do 
for  fear  ;  I  have  spoken  with  your  tenants  of 
Heylesdon  and  Drayton  both,  and  put  them 
in  comfort  as  well  as  I  can  :  the  Duke's  men 
ransacked  the  church,  and  bare  away  all  the 
good  that  was  left  there,  both  of  ours  and  of 
the  tenants,  and  left  not  so  much  but  that  they 
stood  upon  the  high  altar  and  ransacked  the 
images,  and  took  away  such  as  they  might 
find,  and  put  away  the  parson  out  of  the 

down,  and  a  fair  house  built  on  the  site  by  Sir  Thomas 
Pope,  knight. 

*  Margery  Paston,  she  afterwards  married  Richard 
Calle. 

s  [In  original  arayed,  doubtlessly  for  harried  or  her- 
ried — damaged  or  destroyed.] 
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church  till  they  had  done ;  and  ransacked 
I'ViTV  man's  house  in  the  town  live  or  six 
times;  and  tho  chief  masters  of  robbing  wa* 
the  bailiff  of  Kye,  the  bailiff  of  Stradbrook, 
Thomas  Slyford,  and  Porter;  and  Slyford 
was  the  chief  robber  of  the  church,  and  he 
hath  most  of  the  robbery  next  the  bailiff  of 
and  as  for  lead,  brass,  pewter,  iron, 
doors,  gates,  and  other  stuff  of  the  house,  men 
of  Cossey  and  Cawston  have  it,  and  that  they 
might  not  carry  they  have  hewn  asunder  in 
the  most  despiteous  wise.  If  it  might  be 
I  would  some  men  of  worship  might  be  sent 
from  the  king  to  see  how  it  is  both  there  and 
at  the  Lodge,  ere  than  any  snows1  come,  that 
they  may  make  report  of  the  truth,  else  it  shall 
not  inowe  be  seen  so  plainly  as  it  may  now  ; 
and  at  the  reverence  of  God  speed  your  mat- 
ters now,  for  it  is  too  horrible  a  cost  and 
trouble  that  we  have  now  daily,  and  must  have 
till  it  be  otherwise  ;  arid  your  men  dare  not  go 
about  to  gather  up  your  livelihood,  and  we 
keep  here  daily  more  than  thirty  persons  lor 
savation  of  us  and  the  place,  for  in  very  truth 
and  (;/)  the  place  had  not  been  kept  strong 
the  Duke  had  come  hither. 


Arblaster  thinketh  verily  that  Hugh  a  Fenn 
may  do  much  in  your  matters,  and  hethinketh 
he  will  do  for  you  faithfully  if  yewi! 

At  the  reverence  of  God,  if  any  worshipful 
and  profitable  mean  may  be  taken  in 
matters,  forsake  it  not  in  eschewing  of  our 
trouble  and  great  costs  and  charges  th 
have,  and  may  grow  hereafter;  it  is  thought 
here  that  if  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  would  take 
upon  him  for  you,  and  that  he  may  have  a 
commission  for  to  inquire  of  such  riots  and 
robberies  as  hath  been  done  to  you  and  other 
in  this  country,  that  then  all  the  country  will 
await  upon  him  and  serve  your  intent,  for 
the  people  loveth  and  dreudeth  him  more  than 
any  other  lord,  except  the  king  and  my  Jxjrd 
of  Warwick,  &c. 

God  have  you  in  his  keei  .•!  us 

good  tidings  from  you.     Written    in    ' 
upon   the  Sunday  .Saint  Simon  anil  Jude's 
even.  By  yours, 

MAHGAHET  PASTON. 
Sunday, 

27th  of  October,  1465. 
5EIV. 


LETTER    CCXXXIX.— (LIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  233.) 

Ther"  is  no  direction  to  this  letter,  but  the  line  which  precedes  it  is  written  in  an  ancient  hand  upon  the  back 
fit  it.  The  first  imprisonment  of  John  Fusion  was  in  consequence  of  a  writ  of  trespass  brought  against  him 
by  William  Jenny,  Ksq.,  serjeant-at-law,  in  Faster  Term, 4  E.  IV.  14G4,  when  the  is  mndiOT 

the  pluintilT,  a  c.-ip'ias  pro  One  was  awarded  for  the  kin;:;  1'aston  absconded,  and  theexL 
•  Hiv.-t.'d  to  the  sheritV  of  SutVolk,  and  he  was  called  at  four  county  courts  ;  but  before  the  fifth  h.-  sun 

.  ommitied  to  the  Fleet.    The  second  was  in  1465,  upon  a  vil< 

lK)ndsin;ni  of  the  king.     He  died  in  London  the  26th  of  May,  1466,  and  was  buried  in  the  Priory  of  Brom- 
holrn,  in  Norfolk. 

A  letter  to  John  Paston,  Esq.,from  his  wife,  shoirinjj  his  imprisonment  in  the  /•'/,,/. 

he  had  knowledge  for  very  truth  that  \ 
delivered  out   of  the  Fleet  ;    ami 

was  committed  to  ward  for  div 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband  I  recommend  me 
to  you  ;  please  it  you  to  weet  that  I  received 
your  letter  that  ye  sent  me  by  John  Holme 
on  Wednesday  last  past,  and  also  I  receive! 
another  letter  on  Friday  at  night  that  ye  sent 
7ne  liy  Nicholas  Newman's  man,  of  the  which 
I  I  thank  you,  for  I  should  eNe  luive 
though!  that  it  had  been  worse  with  you 
than  it  hath  been  or  shall  he.  by  the  -race  of 
Almighty  God,  and  yet  I  could  not  be  merry 

nncelhad  the  last  letter,  till  this  day  that 

:>•<.!•  sent  tome,  and  sent  me  word  that 

1  If  v..- tii;i\  jmli'r    from  the  11  enli»u  of  siio-,\ 
irlit  r  at  this  peri.'  : 

now  any  con- 
-•iaas. 


plaint*  that   were  made  to  the  ki 

it  was  talked  in   Norwich  and  in  d 

places  in    the   country  on  Satur.l.. 

that  ye  were  committed  to  the    Fleet,   and  in 

piod"  faith,  as   I  have  heard    say.  the   ; 

was  right  sorry  thereof,  both         !  and 

in  the  country,  ye  are  riirhf   much  bound  to 

thank   God.  and  all  tl. 

ye  h.. 

ye  are   much  beholden   t.i  th<  .:nl  to 

2  Th-iin  -.-  F.llis  was  Mayor  of  Norwich  iu  1460,  and 
ayaiu  i:.  I 
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Gilbert,1  and  to  divers  others  of  the  aldermen, 
for  faithfully  they  owe  you  good  will  to  their 
powers. 

I  have  spoken  with  Sir  Thomas  Howes  for 
such  things  as  ye  wrote  to  me  for,  and  he  pro- 
mised me  that  he  should  labour  it  after  your 
intent  as  fast  as  he  could,  and  in  good  faith, 
as  my  brothe/  and  Playters  can  tell  you,  as 
by  his  saying  to  us  he  is  and  will  be  faithful 
to  you ;  and  as  for  William  Worcester  he 
hath  been  set  so  upon  the  hone,2  what  by  the 
parson  and  by  others,  as  my  brother  and 
Playters  shall  tell  you,  that  they  hope  he  will 
do  well  enough ;  the  parson  said  right  well 
and  plainly  to  him.  The  parson  told  me  that 
he  had  spoken  with  Sir  William  Chamber- 
layn,  and  with  his  wife,  and  he  thinketh  that 
they  will  do  well  enough  after  your  intent  so 
that  they  be  pleasantly  entreated ;  and  the 
parson  told  me  that  he  wist  well  that  Sir 
William  Chamberlayn  could  do  more  ease 
in  such  matters  as  ye  wrote  of  touching  my 
Lord  of  Bedford  than  any  man  could  do  that 
liveth  at  this  day ;  also  he  told  me  that  he 
felt  by  them  that  they  would  owe  you  right 
good  will,  so  that  ye  would  owe  them  good 
will ;  the  -parson  hopeth  verily  to  make  you 
accorded  when  he  cometh  to  London. 

Item,  my  brother  and  Playters  were  with 
Calthorpe  to  inquire  of  the  matter  that  ye 
wrote  to  me  of,  what  answer  he  gave  them 
they  shall  tell  you;  I  sent  the  parson  of 
Heylesdon3  to  Gurney  4  to  speak  to  him  of  the 
same  matter,  and  he  saith  faithfully  there 
was  no  such  thing  desired  of  him,  and  though 
it  had  been  desired,  he  would  neither  have 
said  nor  done  against  you ;  he  said  he  had 
ever  found  you  loving  and  faithful  to  him, 
and  so  he  said  he  would  be  to  you  to  his  power, 
and  desiring  me  that  I  would  not  think  him 
the  contrary. 

As  for  John  Gros  he  is  at  Sloley,  therefore 
he  might  not  be  spoken  with. 

1  John  Gilbert  had  been  mayor  in   1459   and  in 
1464.    He  died  in  1472. 

2  This  expression  is  taken  from  setting  a  razor,  and 
means  that  he  had  been  talked  to  not  only  in  a  smooth, 
but  likewise  in  a  sharp  and  severe  manner. 

3  Thomas  Hert  was    instituted  to  the  rectory  of 
Heylesdon  in  1448. 

4  Thomas  Gurney,  of  Norwich,  Esq.,  died  in  1471 . 


I  pray  you  that  ye  will  send  me  word  whe- 
ther ye  will  that  I  shall  remove  from  hence, 
for  it  beginneth  to  wax  a  cold  abiding  here. 
Sir  Thomas  Howes  and  John  Russ  shall  make 
an  end  of  all  things  after  your  intent,  as  much 
as  they  can  do  therein  this  week,  and  he 
proposeth  to  come  forwards  to  you  on  the 
Monday  next  after  St.  Leonard's  day. 

My  brother  and  Playters  should  have  been 
with  you  ere  this  time,  but  that  they  would 
abide  till  this  day  were  past,  because  of  the 
shire.  I  spoke  to  my  brother  William  as  ye 
bade  me,  and  he  told  me,  so  God  him  help, 
that  he  hired  two  horses  two  days  before  that 
ye  rode  that  lie  might,  have  ridden  forth  with 
you  ;  and  because  that  ye  spoke  not  to  him 
to  ride  with  you,  he  said  that  he  wend  ye 
would5  have  had  him  with  you. 

Thomas6  Fastolfs  mother  was  here  on 
the  next  day  after  ye  were  ridden,  to  have 
spoken  with  you  for  her  son,  he  (and)  she 
prayelh  you  at  the  reverence  of  God  that  ye 
will  be  his  good  master,  and  to  help  him  in 
his  right,  that  he  may  have  home  his  liveli- 
hood out.  of  their  hands  that  have  it  in  his 
nonage ;  she  saith  that  they  would  make  him 
a  year  younger  than  he  is,  but  she  saith  that 
he  is  more  than  twenty-one,  and  upon  that  she 
dare  take  an  oath. 

And  the  blessed  Trinity  have  you  in  his 
keeping,  and  send  you  good  speed  in  all  your 
matters,  and  send  ye  victory  of  all  your 
enemies.  Written  in  haste,  on  Soulmas7 
day. 

By  yours, 

MARGARET  PASTOX. 

Soulmas  day, 
2d  of  November,  1465.    5  E.  IV. 

5  The  word  not  seems  here  to  have  been  omitted  in 
the  original  letter.     [In  the  original  "  he  seyd  yt  he 
woud  ye  wold  have  had  hym  w'  yow."     Meaning  we 
think — and  because  you  did  not  ask  him  to  ride  with 
you,  he  had  said  that  he  thought  or  wished  ye  would 
have  had  him  with  you.] 

6  I  am  not  certain  in  what  degree  of  relationship 
this  Thomas  Fastolf  stood  to  Sir  John  Fastolf;  he 
was,  I  believe,  a  cousin,  and  a  Suffolk  branch  of  the 
Fastolf  family,  as  a  Thomas  Fastolf  resided  near 
Ipswich  in  1474.     See  Letter  Ixx.  p.  54. 

7  All-souls,   otherwise  Soulmas  day,    2d   of  No- 
vember. 


VOL.  I. 
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LETTER    CCXL.— (LX.  vol.  iv.  p.  24 1 .) 

John  Wymondham,  Esq.,  the  writer  of  this   letter,  married  Margery,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Clifton, 
knight,  of  Denver,   in  Norfolk,  and  widow  of  Sir  Edward  Hastings,  of  Elsing,  knight:  lie  thei  et- 
her "  my  lady."     He  died  in  1475.     He  purchased  the  manor  and  estate  at  Felhrigge  of  the  tru- 
Sir  Simon  FelbriL'L'e,  where  he  had  resided;  but  once  in  his  absence  Sir  John  Felbrigge  n: 
entry,  and  drasfging  out  his  lady  by  the  hair  of  her  head  (who  had  locked  herself  up  in  a  chamber 
possession),  i.'ot  into   possession,  and  retained  it  till  "Wymondham  obtained   the  kind's  order  to  Tlionia> 
Montgomery,  F,-<|..  bi^h  sheriff  of  the  county,  to  put  him  again  into  possession.     The  dispute  w 
settled  with' Sir  .lohu  Felbiinge.  nud   upon  Wymondham's  paying  to  him  two  hundred  marks  (133/.  6i.  8d.) 
he  released  all  claims,  &c.    This  letter  seems  to  have  been  written  during  the  time  that  lie  was  dispossessed 
of  FelbrU'ge,  and  which  nmst  have  been  either  before  the  year  HG1  or  1466,  those  being  the  years  in  which 
Sir  Thomas  Montgomery  was  sheriff  of  Norfolk  ;  and  as  J.  Paston  at  this  time  seems  to  have  been  under 
misfortunes,  it  \\;ts  probably  near  the  latter  year.     I  have  therefore  ventured,  though  doubtfully,  to  date 
the  letter  in  1465.     This  letter  is  curious,  as  it  acquaints  us  with  the  ordinary  and  plain  main. ers  of  the 
time. 

To  my  worshipful  cousin,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  cousin,  I  commend  me  to 
you ;  and  forasmuch  as  there  was  a  child 
dead  at  Astley's,  and  another  like  to  be  dead 
in  the  same  place,  what  time  that  I  rode  out 
about  my  little  livelihood,  my  lady  and  I 
both  thought  pity  on  my  mistress  your  wife 
to  see  her  abide  there,  and  desired  her  to 
come  to  my  poor  house  unto  such  time  as 
ye  should  a  be  otherwise  avisecl  (provided), 
which  if  it  please  you  I  am  right  well  apayed 
(contented). 

Sythen  (since)  I  understand  by  my  lady 
that  ye  desire  to  know  whether  that  I  should 
abide  here  still  or  not;  as  to  that  I  have 
none  other  place  that  I  would  abide  at,  and 
my  lady  saith  how  she  is  advised  to  end  her 
life  here ;  also  she  saith  how  ye  desire  to  have 
a  stable  within  my  place;  and  as  to  that,  a 
faith,  Sir,  I  have  none  but  that  must  needs 
serve  for  my  wood ;  as  for  a  chamber  ye  shall 
have  one  for  your  men  all  ready ;  and  as 

Norwich, 

Oth  of  November,  1465. 
5  E.  IV. 


touching  a  stable  Sir  John  Sparham  and  I 
have  gotten  you  one  there  (v-li-  /•••  your  horse 
stood  the  last  time  ye  were  in  this  town,  and 
an  house  to  lay  in  hay  and  strav/,  aii'i 
you  not  (nothing'}  but  making  of  a  rack 
a  manger,  and  more  to  your  ru>o  there  than 
here;  and  if  ye  will  that  it  be  made  P 
for  you,  send  word  by  the  bringer  of  this 
letter.  And,  cousin,  as  touching  to  payment, 
I  cannot  say  how  ye  shall  be  pleased  with 
my  poor  fare,  but  after  that  ye  are  come  home 
and  are  acquainted  therewith,  we  shall  so 
accord  as  shall  be  pleasure  to  us  butli ;  with 
the  grace  of  God,  which  have  (you)  in  his 
blessed  governance,  and  send  you  your  mo- 
ther's blessing. 

Written  at  Norwich,  on  Saint  Marti' 
Your  poor  cousin  and  friend. 

J.  WYMMMMIAM. 

And  how  that  ever  ye  dr.  hold  up  your 
niansliip. 


LETTER   CCXLL— (LXI.  vol.  iv.  p.  213.) 

have  given  this  letter  to  show  the  estimation  that  .lohn  Fusion's  n 

an  hundred  marks   to  seeure  lii>   friendship  wa>  a  \er\  large  sum  in  tin  .  :l'.i>  letter  I 

likewise  acquainted  with  the  dis  ting  between  Fclbrigge  and  Wymondham.     Ti 

irly  ascertained,  Imt  I  ha\e  placed  it  in  the  January  alter  . I.  \V\mondliam's  lettei ,  but  whether  ri-litU 
or  not  I  cannot  say. 

<  i-iiiisni,  I'aston,  be  this  d<-lii<'reil  in  > 


RIGHT    reverend    and    worshipful    cousin,    I 
commend  me  unto  you,  desiring  to  lie;ir  of 


your  welfare,   the  which  the   Almighty  Jesu 
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heart's  desires;  furthermore,  and  if  it  please 
your  gentleness  to  be  my  trusty  friend,  as  my 
full  trust  is  in  you,  as  for  such  matters  as  the 
bringer  of  this  letter  shall  inform  you,  arid  be 
effectually  my  friend  and  bring  it  about,  and 
by  my  truth  I  shall  give  you  an  hundred 
marks  (66/.  13*.  4c/.)  for  your  labour;  for  in 
truth  I  am  afraid  that  Robert  Radcliff  hath 
deceived  me,  for  he  laboured  to  me  daily  by 
my  lord's  commandment  of  Warwick,  and 
brought  with  him  Illingworth  and  other  of 
my  lord's  counsel,  and  saw  my  evidences; 
and  so  we  stood  upon  appointment,  and  I  for 
to  have  had  an  answer  sent  to  Felbrigge  Hall, 
and  if  ne  had  been  (if  it  had  not  been}  for 
defending  of  my  lord's  lordship,  I  might 
have  had  my  money  for  my  right  ere  I  came 
out  of  London,  as  my  man  shall  inform  you  ; 
for  in  truth  I  must  now  make  a  shift,  for 
Wymondham  hath  sold  his  right,  and  rather 
than  it  should  go  that  way  too  I  had  lever 
(rather)  my  lord  had  it  two  hundred  marks 


(133/.  6*.  8J.)  within  the  price  that  I  granted 
it  last,  and  therefore  I  beseech  you  to  labour 
to  my  lord  that  I  may  have  an  answer.  And 
these  many  towns 1  belongeth  thereto  (namely), 
Felbrigge,  Aylmerton,  Runton,  Colby,  Ban- 
ningham,  Ingworth,  Sturston,  besides  hamlets. 
No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  the  Holy 
Trinity  have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written  at 
Felbrigge,  the  Monday  after  Saint  Agnes's 
day.  By  your  cousin, 

JOHN  FELBRIGGE. 


Felbrigge,  Monday,  27th  of 
January,  1465.     5  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCXLIL— (LXII.  vol.  iv.  p.  247.) 

Though  this  letter  contains  nothing  very  curious,  yet  the  easy  style  of  it,  and  the  news  of  the  day  which  it 
announces  to  Sir  J.  Paston,  make  it  worthy  the  reader's  notice.  His  father's  unkindness  is  likewise  just 
hinted.  This  writer  had  an  appointment  in  the  household  of  Edward  IV.,  and  it  may  be  supposed,  from 
the  concluding  part  of  this  letter,  that  Sir  John  Paston  belonged  to  it  likewise. 

Unto  the  right  worshipful  master,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  my  especial  good 
master,  I  recommend  me  unto  your  good 
mastership,  letting  you  weet  that  the  bearer 
hereof  told  me  that  ye  had  great  marvel  that 
I  send  to  you  no  word  nor  letter  of  answer  of 
the  letters  that  ye  had  sent  to  me  to  London ; 
as  for  one  letter  ye  sent  to  me  by  Richard 
Playters'  man,  and  thereof  I  sent  you  an  an- 
swer in  a  letter  by  a  man  of  the  Prior  of 
Bromholm,  and  as  for  other  letters  there  came 
no  more  to  me  but  that  one. 

Item,  Master  Flemming  looketh  daily  for 
his  horse,  and  at  every  time  that  I  meet  with 
him  he  asketh  of  me  when  his  horse  should 
come,  and  when  I  heard  any  word  from  you ; 
wherefore  I  pray  you  send  me  word  in  a  letter 
how  he  shall  be  answered,  and  if  the  horse 
shall  come  let  me  know  when,  for  and  (if)  he 
had  not  trusted  thereupon  he  would  have  pur- 
veyed him  in  another  place,  &c. 

Item,  John  Oter  is  not  yet  paid,  but  as  I 


suppose  it  shall  not  be  long  to  till  he  have  it, 
for  he  hath  spoken  to  my  master  your  father 
again  therefore;  and  as  for  Gilmyn  he  hath 
not  spoken  to  my  master  as  yet,  &c. 

Item,  I  trust  he  will  be  your  good  father, 
for  John  Say  hath  told  him  plainly  of  his 
demeaning  against  you,  and  told  him  that  he 
had  the  less  favour  for  your  sake,  &c. 

Item,  the  Earl  of  Arundel's  son 3  hath 
wedded  the  queen's  sister. 

Item,  the  Lord  Level's  son3  hath  wedded 
my  Lady  Fitzhugh's  daughter,  &c. 

1  I  suppose  this  refers  to  manorial  rights  extending 
into  these  towns  [or  townships],  &c. 

2  Thomas  Fitz  Alan,  Lord  Maltravers,  eldest  son 
of  William    Fitz   Alan,    Earl  of    Aruridel,  married 
Margaret,  second  daughter  of  Richard  Widville,  Earl 
Rivers,  and  sister  to  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Edward  IV. 
He  succeeded  his  father  as  Earl  of  Arundel  in  1487. 
3  H.  VII.,  and  died  in  1524,  16  H.  VIII. 

3  Francis  Lovel,  son  and  heir  to  John  Lord  Lovel, 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  Henry  Lord  Fitz  Hugh. 

O   2 
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Item,  Jenney  desireth  a  treaty  with  my 
master,  and  spake  to  my  master  thereof  him- 
self in  Westminster  Hall. 

Item,  all  fellows  in  the  kind's  house  fareth 
well,  and  would  have  you  there.  No  more 

Iiomlon,  Monday,  17th  of 
February,  1465.    a  K.  IV. 


to  you  at  this  time,  but  the  Holy  Trinity 
have  you  (in)  keeping.     Written  at  London, 
tlie  Monday  next  after  Saint  Vak-n' 
Your  servant, 

JOHN  W-, . 


LETTER   CCXLIIL— (LXIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  25 1.) 

We  here  find  that  John  Fasten  was  one  of  the  counsel  to  John  Mowbray,  the  la-t  Duko  of  Norfolk  of  that 
name;  and  that  regular  summonses  were  sent  to  those  in  this  confidential  station  when  any  in  -.' 
importance  arose  on  which  their  deliberations  and  advice  became  necessary;  this  summons  appears  to  be 
on  some  very  material  business,  which  most  probably  required  secresy  as  the  purport  of  it  was  not  commu- 
nicated, but  deferred  till  he  should  be  arrived  at  Frarulingham. 

To  our  riijht  trusty  and  entirely  welt-beloved  servant,  John  Paston,  the  eldt-r. 


THE  DUKE  OF  NORFOLK. 
RIGHT  trusty  and  entirely  well-beloved  ser- 
vant, we  greet  you  heartily  well,  and  specially 
praying  you  that  ye  will  be  with  us  at  Fram- 
lingham on  Sunday  next  coming,  that  we 
may  commune  with  you  there,  and  have 
your  sad  (serious)  advice  in  such  matters  as 
concerneth  greatly  to  our  weal,  which  shall 
be  ministered  (made  known^)  unto  you  at  your 
coming. 


Praying  you  that  ye  fail  not  her 
special  trust  is  in  you  ;  and  our  Lord  preserve 
you  in  his  keeping. 

Written  at  Framlingham,  the  31st  day  of 
August. 

NORFOLK. 
Framlingham,  31st  of 
August,  before  1466. 
6E.IV. 


LETTER    CCXLIV.— (I.  Appendix,  vol.  ii.  p.  289.) 

The  tidings  contained  in  this  letter  Margaret  Paston   thought  of  sufficient  consequent,  as  her  son  appears 
to  have  been  on  his  way  to  join  these  forces,  to  send  in  a  letter  to  her  husband,  though  she  had  left  him 
only  that  day.     This  letter  was  written  before  146(5,  for  in  that  ye.ir  her  husU-ind,  J.  Pa^on,  died. 
To  my  right  worshipful  hatband,  John  Paston,  be  this  dehi-ered  in  haste. 


PLEAS ETH  you  to  weet,  that  John  \Velles  and 
his  brother  told  me  this  night  that  the  kinglay 
at  Cambridge  as  yesternight,  to  Sandwich 
wardfor  there  is  great  division  betwixt  the  lords 
and  the  shipmen  there  that  causcth  him  to  go 
thither  to  see  a  remedy  then-fort-. 

I  thank  (tod    that   John  Paston   went   not 
earlier   forth,  for  I  trust  to  God  all  shall  be 

He  v.  'led  his  father  as  Lord  Lovel,  and 

was  afterwards  created  Vix- >unt  Lmel.     Tins  noble- 
i  chamberlain  to  Richard  III.,  whom  lie 
••I  at    Hosworth    Field,  and    was   killed   at    tin- 
is.'   in    11^7.   L'   II.  VII.      [He  was  the 
•nr  do-,"  of  the  rhyme,— 
"  The  eat.  the  rat,  and  I. 

Kule  all  Kn-lainl  under  tli 

Ailudin-  t,.  and    Richard  ll\.> 

eognirancc  of  a  white  Ijoar.J 


done  ere  he  conicth  :  and  it   is   told  TUC  that 
Sir  John  Howard  is  liki-  to  lose  his  ! 

If  it  plt>a»f  you  to  send  t,»  the  >.tid  Welles, 
he  shall  send  you  more  tidings  than  I  may 
write  at  this  time. 

I  have  you  in  his  keejiintr. 
Written  in"  ha>te  at  Tiietfor.l.  at    11  of  the 
clock    in    the  night  the  same   «! 
fro  you. 

1  thank  Pampynge  of  11.   and 

them    tli  of  my 

horse;  for  they  did    me  a    l.t-lter    turn  than  I 
ueend    they    had    d.nie.    and    I    shall 

.flier  day  ami  I  may. 

ir  MAIO.AI 
Thetford,  tx-fore  1466. 
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LETTER    CCXLV.— (LXIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  253.) 

This  and  the'  following  letter  were  written  by  Roger  Taverham,  a  descendant  of  a  family  of  that  name, 
long  before  this  time  seated  at  Taverham  iu  Norfolk.  He  was  now  resident  at  Salisbury,  and  was  going 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome  and  other  holy  places,  with  an  intention  never  to  return  to  England.  The  style 
and  spelling  of  the  letters  come  near  to  those  of  modern  times.  The  methods  then  in  use  by  which  pro- 
perty was  conveyed  are  here  fully  related,  and  are  matters  worthy  of  attention  of  the  lawyer  and  anti- 
quary, and  on  that  account  I  have  thought  the  contents  of  these  letters  worth  preserving.  The  letters 
seem  written  from  the  heart,  and  express  the  gratitude  of  one  who  in  his  youth  had  received  countenance 
and  protection  from  the  person  to  whom  he  now  wishes  to  return  the  obligations  he  thought  due  to  him. 
It  does  not  appear  with  what  lord  he  now  dwelt  at  Salisbury. 

To  my  reverend  and  most-betntsted  master,  John  Past  on,  Esq.,  dwelling  in  the  Inner  Temple, 

be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  most  betrusted  master, 
I  recommend  me  in  the  most  lowly  wise 
unto  your  good  and  proved  mastership,  and 
desiring  many  days  to  hear  of  your  welfare, 
which  I  beseech  God  increase  unto  his 
pleasaunce  and  unto  the  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare of  your  person  and  of  all  yours.  And  I 
beseech  you  of  the  good  continuance  of  your 
mastership  at.  divers  times  before  this  writing 
shewed  unto  me  ;  and,  Sir,  there  is  none  man 
alive  that  I  trust  more  to  than  I  do  unto  you, 
and  I  am  your  beadsman,  and  so  shall 
remain  by  the  grace  of  God  all  the  days  of 
mine  life';  and,  Sir,  I  suppose  I  shall  never 
see  you  no  more,  nor  none  of  mine  friends, 
which  is  to  me  the  greatest  lamentation  that 
might  come  unto  mine  heart,  for,  Sir,  by  the 
grace  of  God  I  shall  go  to  Rome,  and  into 
other  holy  places,  to  spend  mine  days  of  this 
present  life  in  the  service  of  God  ;  for  I  had 
lever1  (rather)  live  in  great  tribulation  in 
the  service  of  God  in  this  present  life,  than 
for  to  follow  the  wretchedness  of  this  world. 

And,  Sir,  of  one  thing  I  beseech  specially 
your  good  mastership,  that  ye  will  show 
your  good  mastership  unto  my  father  in  time 
of  his  need,  and  that  ye  will  recommend  me 
in  the  most  lowly  wise  with  all  reverence 
unto  his  good  fatherhood,  beseeching  him 
that  he  will  give  me  every  day,  during  the 
days  of  his  life,  his  paternal  blessing ;  and  I 
have  marvel  san  (since)  that  I  have  written 
so  many  letters  unto  him  before  this  time 
that  I  had  never  none  letter  again,  which  is 
to  me  the  greatest  lamentation  that  ever  came 


1  [This  word  is  the  German  lieber — rather,  and  is 
still  used,  though  probably  become  a  vulgarism,  in 
the  phrase  "  I  had  as  lief"] 


to  my  heart;  and  now  knowing  that  I  shall 
never  see  him  more,  nor  you,  nor  none  other 
of  mine  friends,  marvel  ye  not  that  sorrow 
is  imprended  (impressed)  in  mine  heart. 

But,  reverend  master,  mine  singular  trust 
remairieth  now  in  your  person,  for,  Sir,  and 
(if)  itplease  you,  I  must  needs  write  unto  your 
good  mastership,  in  the  which  my  most  trust 
remairieth ;  for,  Sir,  and  (if)  it  please  you, 
as  for  mine  inheritance  and  other  things 
which  should  come  to  me  after  the  death  of 
my  father,  whose  life  God  preserve  to  his 
long  pleasaunce !  knowing  that  I  shall  never 
come  there,  I  had  lever  that  by  your  good 
advice  that  ye  would  take  it  unto  you,  for 
I  had  lever  that  ye  had  it  rather  than  any 
person  in  the  world  during  my  life,  with  all 
the  profits  thereof,  and  if  that  ye  will  make 
as  good  evidences  (title)  for  you  in  that  part 
as  ye  can,  and  I  shall  seal  them  ;  and  as  to 
you  seemeth  best,  and  in  the  most  secret 
wise,  rule  you  in  this  matter. 

And,  Sir,  1  beseech  you  to  recommend  me 
in  the  most  lowly  wise  to  mine  reverend 
master  William  Lumnor,  saying  him  (telling 
him)  that  I  am  and  shall  be  his  perpetual 
beadsman,  and  as  ye  think  best  ye  may  tell 
him  of  all  these  matters;  and,  Sir,  I  beseech 
you  to  recommend  me  with  all  reverence  unto 
my  mistress  your  wife,  and  to  all  other 
masters  and  friends  there ;  and  for  that  ye 
will  thank  the  bringer  of  this  letter  which 
hath  been  in  my  great  tribulation  my  good 
friend;  and,  Sir,  when  ye  speak  with  my 
father  recommend  me  unto  him  with  all 
reverence,  and  say  unto  him  I  shall  send  him 
a  letter  in  all  haste  possible. 

And,  Sir,  as  for  this  matter  demean  you  as 
ye  will,  and  I  shall  do  your  pleasaunce  as 
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much  as  in  me  is;  and,  reverend  master, 
remit  me  some  letter  by  the  bringer  hereof 
of  all  these  matters,  for  lie  dwelleth  with  my 
lord ,  and  he  is  right  much  In-trusted,  for  I 
know  well  he  will  give  attendance  unto  you 
for  to  have  some  letter  from  you;  for,  Sir, 
it  shall  not  be  long  ere  that  1  go  to  Rome 
by  the  grace  of  God  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  have 
a  letter  from  you  at  this  time  I  shall  send 
you  another  again. 


No  more  at  this  time,  but  the  Holy  Trinity 
have  you  in  his  blessed  keeping.      Writ! 
Saruni,  the   Monday   after   Midsummei 
And  let  these  matters  be  kept  secret  by 
best  advice. 

By  your  poor  Sen-ant, 

ROGER  TAVERHAM. 

:ry,  Monday.  June, 
before  1466.    6*E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXLVI.— (LXV.  vol.  iv.  p.  259.) 

[This  letter  i-  1'mni   the  same  person  as  the    last,  and  is   remarkable  as    showing  that  the    heir  of    a 
ewuidflnbk  landed  ertate  coald  Lto  in  England,  aud  write  many  letters  to  his  father,  without  n 
intelligence  that  he  had  been  dead  "  long  tyme  passed."] 

T»  my  right  worshipful  master,  JuJui  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  Utter  ilcltr?r<-il. 


RIGHT  worshipful  master,  I  recommend  me 
unto  your  mastership,  and  I  thank  your 
mastership  that  it  pleased  your  mastership 
to  send  me  word  again  of  my  letter  that 
I  sent  you  by  the  bringer  hereof.  Sir,  as 
I  am  informed  ye  sent  me  word  how  that 
my  father  was  dead  long  time  passed,  and 
also  ye  desired  to  know  my  title  of  right; 
Sir,  I  am  very  heir  by  the  decease  of  my 
father  to  a  pi  we.  called  Keswick,  in  Taver- 
ham.  witli  all  the  appurtenances,  and  that 
cometh  by  inheritance  and  descent  to  me, 
for  I  am  the  elder  and  heir;  and  though 
my  Lord  Cromwell !  hath  taken  Thomas 
Taverham,  my  younger  brother,  as  ward  for 
the  same  inheritance,  that  maketh  no  matter 
to  me,  insomuch  (cis}  I  am  elder  brother ; 
wherefore  I  beseech  you  to  send  me  a  letter 
of  attorney,  made  to  you  in  my  name,  in  the 
strongest  wise  that  ye  can,  for  to  enter  into 
the  same  livelihood,  and  I  shall  as>eal  that, 
and  then  I  shall  do  my  sen  ice  and  fealty  to 
aid  Lord  Cromwell  in  all  things  as  by 
the  tenure  of  the  same  livelihood  ot'i.ld  time 
(•u.L'ht  to  he  done;  and  herein  I  know  well 
the  kiii£  shall  CttlK  my  Lord  Cromwell  to 
do  me  both  law  and  right  ;  and  also  my 
Chancellor,  with  oil  'livers 

shall  do  the  same ;  and.  Sir.    I  i •••'•\   your 

r>hi],  t.,d()  and  t.»  take  po^e-siun   in  the 


1  Hnmphry  Bourchier  Lord  Cromwell,  s 


said  place  with  the  appurtenances  in  short 
time,  for  losing2  of  the  rent  this  year  passed. 

And,  Sir,  as  for  the  place  of  Attlebridge  that 
my  mother-in-law  now  dwelleth  in.  Sir,  your 
mastership  shall  right  not  attempt  there  now 
in,  for  my  Lord  of  Warwick3  hath  seen  how 
the  same  place  was  given  me  by  testament, 
by  Sir  Roger  D  ailing,   after  the  decease  of 
my  father,  which  is  ready  to  be  showed  ;  and 
thereupon  my  Lord  of  Warwick  hath  com- 
manded certain  gentlemen  to  enter  in  the  same 
place,  and  your  mastership  had  been  i. 
therein  ere  this,  hut   for  cau 
well  Lumnor,4  and  that  my  mother-in- i 
his  sister;  but  I  know  well  it  will  cost   three 
hundred   pounds    but   that    she   shall   be  dis- 
possessed of  that  place  in    short   time:  and, 
master,  how  ye  will  be  ruled  in  the  said  ; 
of  Keswick  I  beseech  you  to  send   me  « 
as  my  singular  trust  is  in  you,  for  an. 

•  iild    not    take    i 

place,  my  Lord  Wenlock5  would  have  that 
full  fain",  lor  all  the  country  knoweth  that 
while  J  live  I  am  heir  and  .  and 

there!  !.    you  in  all   haste  send  me 

2  [In  order  not  to  1 

3  Kit-hard  Nevile,  Karl  of  Vv.ru  irk . 

4  William  Lumnor,  of  Manningtpn,  in  Norfolk. 
1461, by  i:.!u,ir<l  IV..  but  ! 

'..tl.l    ini 1    ' 

il.,\\ii    \\itll  ll."   l>uke 

\  r  .iniii-  up  in  tine-  ,vke»- 

•!>y  th.it  battle  was  '. 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


199 


word  by  the  bringer  hereof  in  haste,  quia 
mora  trahit  periculum,  arid,  Sir,  I  would  come 
(ami)  speak  with  you ;  I  am  sick  and  may 
not  go  ;  but  tell  the  bringer  hereof  all  your 
intent,  for  my  life  during  I  had  lever  (rather) 

July,  before  1466. 
6  E.IV. 


that  ye  had   that  place  for  one  penny  than 
another  man  though  he  would  give  me  much 
money,  for  your  mastership  showed  to  me  in 
my  young  age,  and  God  keep  you,  &c. 
Your  chaplain,   ROGER  TAVERHAM. 


LETTER   CCXLVIL— (LXVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  263.) 


wmcn  J.  raston  uaa  receneu  reiauve  10  me  UUUU.VJLUU 
happened  of  an  accident  too  common  in  our  age,  but  which,  in 
as  disgraceful  in  a  high  degree,  not  only  to  the  person  but  like- 
shame  of  it  was  more  attended  to  now  than  it  is,  as  that  would 


This  appears  not  to  have  been  the  first  letter  which  J.  Paston  had  received  relative  to  the  behaviour  of  his 
cousin  Mary.     It  seems  by  it  that  she  had  ha] 
the  times  here  treated  of,  was  looked  upon  as 

wise  to  her  family  and  friends.     I  wish  the  shame  of  _.  

perhaps  prevent  the  ruin  of  many  young  people  of  both  sexes  ;  and  in  most  cases  of  this  kind  the  female, 
for  the  first  offence,  is  generally  entitled  to  our  pity,  however  abandoned  she  may  become  afterwards.  I 
am  sorry,  as  an  acting  magistrate,  to  say  that  licentiousness  in  this  respect  is  an  increasing  evil,  affecting 
not  only  the  morals  of  the  lower  classes  in  an  amazing  degree,  but  adding  considerably  to  the  already 
enormous  burden  of  the  poor  rates.  [It  is  not  easy  to  say  what  Sir  .John  here  desires.  He  says  he  wishes 
"the  shame  of  it  was  more  attended  to  than  it  now  is,"  but  adds,  "  the  female,  for  the  first  offence,  is 
generally  entitled  to  our  pity."  We  doubt  the  correctness  of  his  experience  as  an  "  acting  magistrate,"  as 
to  licentiousness  being  an  increasing  evil ;  but  the  recent  alteration  in  the  poor  laws  has  no  doubt  afforded 
a  great  correction  of  the  evil,  whatever  it  was.  We  believe  also  that  the  "  disgrace"  in  a  respectable  family  is 
felt  as  acutely  uow,  if  not  more  acutely,  than  ever ;  the  result  of  .an  increased  delicacy  of  feeling  arising 
from  a  more  extended  and  better  education.] 

Be  this  delivered  to  Master  John  Paston. 

I  RECOMMEND  me  unto  you  as  unknown ;  j 
and  as  for  the  writing  I  send  unto  you,  the 
cause  why  it  was  not  endorsed  was,  for  the 
bearer  thereof  knew  you  well  enough,  and  as 
for  your  cousin  Mary  she  is  no  longer  with 
us,  as  upon  Saint  Matthew's  even  she  de- 
parted from  me  and  went  to  Audrey  Crox- 
ton ;  and  she  told  me  that  ye  would  pay  for 
her  board  there ;  but  one  thing  I  let  you  know, 
she  hath  demeaned  her  full  simply,  both  for 
your  worship  and  also  for  her  own;  there 
is  but  few  within  our  place  but  they  know 
how  it  is  with  her,  and  all  by  her  own 


business  of  her  tongue.  And  (if)  I  had 
known  as  much  at  the  beginning  as  I  have 
done  since,  I  would  not  have  dealt  in  the 
matter  not  for  forty  pounds,  for  I  wis  she  is 
nothing  so  sad  [serious]  as  I  would  she  were. 
No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  the  Holy 
Ghost  have  you  in  his  keeping  and  send  you 
your  heart's  ease ;  I  pray  you  heartily  I  may 
speak  with  you.  B.  D.  M.  S. 

No  exact  date  of  the  year  can  be  affixed 
to  this  letter,  which  appears  to  have 
been  written  in  September  or  October, 
before  1-1 60.     6  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXLVIII.— (LXVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  265.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  to  show  the  very  great  repute  in  which  the  liquor  here  mentioned  was  held  at  this 
time  :  Sir  .Tohu  Paston' s  observations  to  prove  it  genuine  maiiifestthe  esteem  in  which  it  stood  as  a  cordial. 
Geane,  Gin,  or  Geneva  (if  that  be  the  thing  here  meant),  is  a  compound  water,  procured  from  the  berries 
of  the  juniper,  distilled  with  brandy  or  malt  spirits,  and  was  for  many  years  drank  in  improper  quantities 
by  the  lower  order  of  people  in  this  kingdom,  and  attended  with  very  pernicious  effects  ;  as  a  medicine  it 
has  now  its  uses.  In  a  letter  which  1  have  examined  since  I  copied  the  above,  I  find  the  following  order  ; 
— "  I  prey  yow  send  me  by  the  next  man  that  comyth  fro  London  ij  pottys  of  tryacle  of  Icnue,  they  shall 
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cost  xvjd."     I  believe  I  am   mistaken,  therefore,  in  calling  the  medicine  mentioned  in  this  letter  Gin  or 

Geneva ;  it  seems  from  this  last  extract  to  be  treacle  (>nieii«a.  a  city  in  Italy,  from  wheni 

medicines  an-  imported.     This  letter  has  no  date,  and  the  subscribing  signature  is  torn  off: 

ever,  written  by  Sir  John  P;i>t>m  to  his  mother  in  the  reign  of  Kdward  IV.     [The  last  explanation 

the  true  one  ;  they  would  hardly  send  (Jeneva  in  treacle  pots,  nor  in  so  very  small  a  quantity,  nor  through 

an  apothecary.     It  was  more  probably  a  medicated  treacle.] 

Tn  .Mistress  Margaret  Pastan,  be  this  delivered. 


PLEASE  it  you  to  weet  that  I  send  you  by 
Darker,  the  bearer  hereof,  three  treacle  pots  of 
Geane  as  my  apothecary  sweareth  unto  me, 
and  moreover  that  they  were  never  undone 
since  they  came  from  Geane,  whereof  ye 
shall  take  as  many  as  pleaseth  you,  never- 
theless my  brother  John  sent  to  me  for  two, 
therefore  I  must  beseech  you  that  he  may 
have  at  the  least  one ;  there  is  one  pot  that  is 
marked  under  the  bottom  two  times,  with 
these  letters  M.  P.,  which  pot  I  have  best 
trust  unto,  and  next  him  to  the  wryghe  (9. 


twisted)  pot,  and  I  mistrust  most  the  pot  that 
hath  a  krott  (7 .  a    crack,  or  piece  chipt  ojf) 
above   on  the  top,  lest  that  he  hath  been  un- 
done;  and  also  the  other  two  pots  be  printed 
with  the  merchant's  mark    two   times  on   the 
covering,  and    that    other   pot    is    but 
marked  but  with  one  print :  notwithstanding 
I  had  like  n.ith  and  promise  for  one  n- 
as  for  all. 

JOHN  PASTOX. 

Between  14  60  and  1470. 
1  and  10  E. IV. 


END   OK    VOL.    1. 
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LETTER    CCXL1X.— (LX VII  I.  vol.  iv.  p.  267.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  to  show  the  great  desire  which  the  relations  and  other  connexions  of  a  deceased  man 
of  property  always  expressed  to  get  possession  of  his  estates,  in  prejudice  to  the  minor  and  widow,  and  of 
the  steps  they  took  to  obtain  it.  This  letter  likewise  makes  us  acquainted  with  the  process  the  lady  wished 
to  pursue,  through  the  means  of  Sir  John  Paston,  to  regain  her  property.  Elizabeth  Poynings,  the  writer 
of  this  letter,  and  the  daughter  of  John  Paston,  married  Robert  Poyuings,  a  younger  son  of  Robert  Lord 
Poynings,  by  whom  she  had  her  son  Edward  here  mentioned.  He  was  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  and 
during  his  administration  in  1494,  10  H.  VII.,  those  statutes  called  Poynings'  Laws  were  passed,  by  which 
the  power  of  the  Irish  parliament  was  restrained,  and  their  Acts  subjected  to  the  revisal  of  the  Privy 
Council  of  England.  He  died  of  a  pestilential  fever  in  1522,  14  II.  VIII.,  aged  about  sixty-two  years. 
These,  with  other  Acts  enacting  the  dependency  of  Ireland  on  this  kingdom,  were  repealed  in  1785,  25 
Geo.  III.  [We  need  hardly  point  out  Fenn's  magical  deduction  of  "  always"  drawn  from  this  single  letter. 
We  believe  there  is  no  want  of  alacrity  shown  even  now  by  the  relations  and  connexions  of  a  deceased 
man  of  property  in  taking  advantage  of  any  point  of  law  in  their  favour.] 


To  the  worshipful  Sir  John  Paston, 

WORSHIPFUL  and  with  all  mine  heart  entirely 
well-beloved  nephew,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  desiring  to  hear  of  your  prosperity  and 
welfare,  which  I  pray  Almighty  God  main- 
tain and  increase  to  his  pleasure  and  your 
heart's  desire,  thanking  God  of  your  amending 
and  health.  Furthermore  certifying  you  that 
Sir  Robert  Fynes !  hath  done  great  hurt  in 
the  livelihood  which  pertained  to  my  husband 
and  me  in  the  shire  of  Kent,  wherein  William 
Keene  and  other  persons  are  enfeoffed,  and 
greatly  troubleth  it,  and  receiveth  the  issues 
and  profits  of  great  part  of  them,  and  as  of 
my  said  husband's  livelihood  as  well  in  the 
same  shire  as  in  other  shires. 

Beside  mine  jointure  my  said  husband, 
when  he  departed  towards  the  field  of  St. 
Alban's,  made  and  ordained  his  will  that  I 
should  have  the  rule  of  all  his  livelihood, 
and  of  Edward  his  son  and  mine,  and  to  take 
the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  livelihood  to 
the  finding  of  his  and  mine  said  son,  to  pay 
his  debts,  and  to  keep  the  right  and  title  of 
the  same  livelihood,  which  I  might  not  ac- 


1  This  was  a  knightly  family,  of  great  worth  and 
worship,  and  a  branch  of  it  became  Barons  Dacre 
of  Gillesland. 

VOL.  II. 


Knight,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 

cordingly  occupy  for  Sir  Edward  Poynings 
mine  said  husband's  brother;  and  so,  since 
my  said  husband's  departing,  I  assigned  that 
the  said  Sir  Edward  for  certain  years  should 
have  and  take  the  revenues  of  the  manors  of 
Westwood,  Eastwell,  Lorieland,  Horsemonden, 
Totingdon,  Eccles,  Standon,  and  Combesden, 
parcel  of  the  said  livelihood,  which  are  clearly 
yearly  worth  76/.  13*.  4d.,  to  the  intent  that 
the  said  Sir  Edward  should  pay  mine 
husband's  debts,  for  he  would  not  suffer 
me  to  be  in  rest  without  that  he  might  have 
a  rule  in  the  livelihood ;  and  after  the  said 
assignment  made,  the  said  Robert  Fynes, 
contrary  to  truth,  and  without  cause  of  right, 
interrupted  me  and  the  said  Sir  Edward,  as 
well  of  and  in  the  said  manors  as  of  other 
manors  underwritten,  whereupon  the  same 
Sir  Edward  sued  unto  the  king's  highness, 
and  had  the  king's  honourable  letters  under 
his  signet  directed  to  the  said  Sir  Robert 
Fynes,  the  tenour  whereof  I  send  unto  you 
herein  enclosed;  and  as  for  residue  of  the 
livelihood  of  mine  said  husband's  and  mine 
within  the  same  shire  of  Kent,  wherein  the 
said  William  Keene  and  other  are  enfeoffed, 
that  is  to  say,  the  manors  of  Tyrlingham, 
Wolverton,  Halton,  Newington,  Lartram, 
B 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


Rokesley  and  Northcray,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, I  of  them,  by  mine  said  husband's 
will,  should  have  residue,  and  take  the  issues 
and  profits  of  them,  contrary  to  right  and 
conscience  taking  away  my  right,  and  break- 
ing my  said  husband's  will,  the  said  Robert 
Fynes  hath  done  great  waste  and  hurt  there, 
and  long  time  hath  taken  up  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  the  same,  where  thorough  I 
have  not  my  right,  and  the  said  will  may 
not  be  performed. 

Wherefore  I  heartily  pray  you  that  ye  will 
labour  unto  the  king's  highness  that  it  likcth 
him  (/o)  address  his  honourable  letters  to  be 
directed  to  the  said  Robert  Fynes,  discharging 
him  utterly  of  the  menurance,  occupation, 
and  receipt  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  manors 
of  Tyrlingham  arid  other,  according  to  the 
tenour  of  the  letters  laboured  by  Sir  Edward, 
for  the  manors  assigned  to  him  from  the  king's 
highness  directed  to  the  same  Robert  Fynes, 
or  straiter  if  it  may  be,  and  that  I  and  mine 
assigns  may  peaceably  re-enjoy  them  ;  and  if 
any  person  would  attempt  to  do  the  contrary, 
that  a  commandment,  if  it  please  the  king's 
highness,  by  him  might  be  given  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor  to  seal  writings  sufficient  with 
his  great  seal  in  aiding  and  assisting  me  and 
mine  assigns  in  the  same. 

And  as  for  the  manors  of  Easthall,  Faulkham, 


Asslie,  and  Chelsfield,  with  the  appurtenances 
in  the  said  shire  of  Kent,  whereof  my  husband 
at  his  departure  was  seised,  and  my  son  sithen 
(since),  unto  the  time  that  the  Earl  of  Kent,1 
without  any  inquisition  or  title  of  right  for 
the  king,  by  colour  of  the  king's  letters 
patent,  entered  into  them,  and  him  thereof 
put  out,  and  now  my  Lord  of  Essex8  occu- 
pieth  them  in  like  manner  and  form  ;  if  any 
remedy  therein  will  be  had  I  pray  you 
attempt  it. 

Also,  furthermore  I  heartily  pray  you  that 
if  any  general  pardon  be  granted,  that  I  may 
have  one  for  John  Dane,  my  servant,  whom 
the  said  Robert  Fynes  of  great  malice  hath 
indicted  of  felony,  and  that  ye  secretly  labour 
this,  and  send  me  an  answer  in  writing  in  as 
goodly  haste  as  ye  may ;  as  soon  as  it  may 
please  you  to  send  me  parcels  of  costs  and 
expenses  ye  bear  and  pay  for  the  said  causes, 
I  will  truly  content  you  it  of  the  same,  and 
over  that  reward  you  to  your  pleasure ;  by 
the  grace  of  Jesu,  who  have  you  in  his  blessed 
keeping.  Written  in  South wark,  the  15th 
day  of  December, 

By  your  aunt, 

ELIZABETH  POYNINOS. 

-Southwark,  15th  December, 
between  140')  and  1471. 
5  and  11  K.  IV. 


LETTER    CCL.—(XX.  vol.  i.  p.  289.) 

Tliis  letter,  though  without  any  name,  was  written  by  Sir  John  Paston  to  his  brother  John  Paston,  and  the 
mention  of  oil  for  sallads  shows  us  that  at  thi*  tflM  Vegetable*  for  the  table  were  still  cultivated  1,. 
the  common  opinion  has  been  that  most  ot'our  fruits  and  garden  production!  "ere  >o  entirely  inv'Wted  during 
these  civil  wars,  as  to  have  been  almost  totally  destroyed.     [And  oil  was  used  in  dires-. 
now.] 

To  Master  John  Paston,  or  to  my  mistress  his  mother,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 

shall  be  good  at  the  receiving,  if  it  be  not 
inisliiindled  nor  miscarried. 

Item,  us  for  tidings,  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland3   is   home   into  the  north,  and  my 


BROTHER,  I  commend  me  to  you  (tbutfottotM 

an  order  fur  wakiiir/  out  an  account,  and  re- 
ceiving some  rents,  Sfc.J 

Hy  Juddy  I  sent  you  a  letter  by  Corby 

in  four  days  before  this;  and  therewith 

i-»ts  of  oil    for  sallads,  which    oil   was 

good  as  might  be  when  I  delivered  it,  and 

Lord  (Jrcy  of  Ruthin,  ami  Haron 
HaMiiiKs,  was  created  Earl  of  Kent  in  1465  ;  he  died 


2  Henrv  Viscount  Boun-hier.  &<-..   unrle  to 
F.dward  fV..WM  Crated  Karl  of  Kssex  in  \4f. 

•eeded  by  his  son  Henrv  in 

:in  NtvQeWM  created  Karl    of    Northumb.-r- 
land  in  14fi3,  but  resinned  this  title  in  1469  '. 
family  of  Percy,  the  ancient  possessor*  of  it. 
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Lord  of  Gloucester  ]  shall  after  as  to-morrow, 
men  say.  Also  this  day  Robert  of  Ratclyff 
wedded  the  Lady  Dymock  at  my  place  in 
Fleet-street,  arid  my  lady  and  yours,  Dame 
Elizabeth  Bourchier,2  is  wedded  to  the  Lord 
Howard's  son  and  heir.  Also  Sir  Thomas 
Walgrave  is  dead  of  the  sickness  that  reigneth 
on  Tuesday,  now  (q.  no)  cheer  for  you. 
Also  my  Lord  Archbishop3  was  brought  to 
the  Tower  on  Saturday  at  night;  and  on 
Monday,  at  midnight,  he  was  conveyed  to  a 
ship,  and  so  into  the  sea,  and  as  yet  I  cannot 
understand  whither  he  is  sent  nor  what  is 
fallen  (become}  of  him  ;  men  say  that  he  hath 
offended;  but,  as  John  Forter  saith,  some 
men  say  nay ;  but  all  his  meny  [household] 
are  disparbled  (dispersed),  every  man  his 
way;  and  some  that  are  great  clerks  and 


famous  doctors  of  his  go  now  again  to  Cam- 
bridge to  school. 

As  for  any  other  tidings  I  hear  none.  The 
Countess  of  Oxford*  is  still  in  St.  Martin's; 
I  hear  no  word  of  her. 

The  queen  had  child,  a  daughter,5  but 
late  at  Windsor,  thereof  I  trow  ye  had  word. 
And  as  for  me,  I  am  in  like  case  as  I  was ; 
and  as  for  my  Lord  Chamberlain 6  he  is  not 
yet  come  to  town,  when  he  cometh  then  shall 
I  weet  what  to  do.  Sir  John  of  Parr  is  your 
friend  and  mine,  and  I  gave  him  a  fair  arm- 
ing sword  within  this  three  days.  I  heard 
somewhat  by  him  of  a  back  friend  of  yours ; 
ye  shall  know  more  hereafter. 

Written  the  last  day  of  April. 

30th  of  April, 
1466.    GE.IV. 


LETTER     CCLI.— (LXIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  273.) 

This  letter  is  endorsed  in  an  ancient  hand,  as  follows,  "  A  very  good  LrS  moving  Sir  J.  P.  to  be  carefull  for 
his  wrytings  and  evidence  and  how  much  his  ffather  did  esteme  of  them."  The  disputes  concerning  Sir 
John  Fastolf  s  will  being  undetermined  at  John  Paston's  death,  his  -widow  was  fearful  lest,  by  taking  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  she  should  bring  both  herself  and  her  son  into  trouble ;  she  therefore  cautions 
him  against  interfering.  Her  admonitions  to  Sir  John  respecting  his  attention  to  his  writings  and  evidences 
show  us  the  value  our  ancestors  set  upon  their  title-deeds,  &c.  The  whole  letter  is  replete  with  good  advice 
to  a  young  man  just  become  his  own  master  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and  convinces  us  that  the  writer  knew 
mankind,  and  wished  her  son  to  profit  by  her  experience.  The  date  may  be  later  than  I  have  placed  it,  but 
the  reasons  for  giving  the  letter  remain  the  same. 

To  my  right  worshipful  master,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  letter  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine ;  desiring  you  to  send  me  word 
how  that  ye  speed  in  your  matters,  for  I  think 
right  long  till  I  hear  tidings  from  you ;  and 
in  alwyse  (by  all  means')  I  advise  you  for  to 
beware  that  ye  keep  wisely  your  writings  that 

1  Richard  Plantageuet,   afterwards  King  Rich- 
ard III. 

2  Thomas  Howard,  son  of  John  Lord  Howard, 
was  created  Earl  of  Surrey  by  Richard  III.,  and 
Duke   of  Norfolk   by   Henry  VIII.     He    married 
Elizabeth,   daughter "  and    heir    of   Sir    Frederick 
Tilney,  Kt.,  and  widow  of  Humphrey  Bourchier, 
Lord  Berners;    she  died  alxmt   1507.      Their   son 
Thomas,  afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk,  was  born 
about  1470. 

3  I  suppose  this  means  George  Nevile,  Archbishop 
of  York,  and  brother  to  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  at  this  time  was  greatly  discontented 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  king,  and  perhaps  had 
drawn  his  brother   the  Archbishop  into  the  com- 
mission of  some  act  disagreeable  to  Edward. 


be  of  charge,  that  it  (they)  come  not  in  their 
hands  that  may  hurt  you  hereafter ;  your 
father,  whom  God  assoil  in  his  trouble's 
season  !  set  more  by  his  writings  and  evidence 
than  he  did  by  any  of  his  moveable  goods : 
remember,  that  if  they  were  had  from  you,  ye 
could  never  get  no  more  such  as  they  be  for 
your  part,  &c. 

Item,  I  would  ye  should  take  heed  that  if 
any  process  come  out  against  me,  or  against 
any  of  those  that  were  indicted  afore  the  co- 


4  Margaret,  wife  of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,, 
was  daughter  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
and  sister  of  Richard  Earl  of  Warwick.    This  lady 
suffered    much,   both   from   poverty   and    distress",, 
during  the   imprisonment    and   exile    of  her  hus- 
band.' 

5  Elizabeth,  afterwards  Queen  Consort  of  Henry 
VII. ;  she  was  born  in  February,  1465. 

«  William  Lord  Hastin-s. 
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roner,  that  I  might  have  knowledge  thereof, 
and  to  purvey  a  remedy  therefore. 

Item,  as  for  your  father's  will,  I  would  ye 
should  hike  right  good  counsel  therein,  as  I 
am  informed  it  may  he  proved  though  no 
man  take  no  charge  this  twelvemonth  ;  ye 
may  have  a  letter  of  administration  to  such  as 
ye  will,  and  administer  the  goods,  and  take 
no  charge;  I  advise  you  that  ye  in  no  wise 
take  no  charge  thereof  till  ye  know  more  than 
ye  do  yet,  for  ye  may  verily  know  by  that 
your  uncle  William  said  to  you  and  to  me, 
that  they  will  lay  the  charge  upon  you  and 
me  for  more  things  than  is  expressed  in  your 
father's  will,  the  which  should  he  too  jjreat  for 
you  or  me  to  hear,  but  as  for  me  I  will  not  !>•• 
too  hasty  to  take  it  upon  me  I  assure  you  ;  and 
at.  the  reverence  of  God  speed  your  matters  so 
this  term  that  we  may  be  in  rest  hereafter,  and 
let  not  for  no  labour  for  the  season,  and  re- 
member the  great  cost  and  charge  that  we 
have  had  hithertoward.  and  think  verily  it 
may  not  long  endure.  Ye  know  what  ye  left 


when  ye  were  last  at  home,  and  weet  it  verily 
there  is  no  more  in  this  country  to  bear  out  no 
charge  with.     I  advise  you  to  inquire  v, 
i  f  ye  can  get  any  more  there  as  (where}  \ 
for  else  by  my  faith  I  fear  else  it  will  not  be 
well  with  us;  and  send  me  word  in  haste  how 
ye  do,   and  whether  ye  have  your  last  < 
that  ye  failed  [wanted],  for  plainly  they  are 
not  in  this  country.  It  is  told  me  in  counsel 
that  Richard  Calle   hath   nigher  conquered 
your  uncle  William  with  fair  promise  touch- 
ing his  livelihood  and  other  things,  the  which 
should  prevail  him  greatly  ashesaith  ;  beware 
of  him    and  of  his  fellow  by  mine  advir.1 
(iod  send  you  good  speed  in  all  yourm.t 
Written    at.  Caister,   the  morrow   next  after 
Simon  and  Jude,  whereas  I  would 
this  time  but  for  your  sake,  so  might  I 

By  your  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

CaistiT.  Wednesday. 
29th  of  October,  1466.    6  E.  IV. 


LETTER     CCLIL— (LXX.  vol.  iv.  p.  277.) 

Oti  the  back  of  tins  letter  in  nn  ancient  hand  is  written.  "  Testes  i<l >nei  ad  nesandu  veritatem,  ut  patct  infra." 
The  disposal  of  Sir  John  FastolFs  la  me  property  oce.-isioticd  many  lonjj  and  ••xpensi\ecMutests,  some  claim- 
in;,'  by  heinltip,  some  l>y   "iH,  and  others  hy  (lilTcrent  titles  under  his  will.     The  present  di-- 
have "been  relative  to  the  estate  intended  for  the  foundation  of  his  college  at  Caister.     Tin- 
characters  of  those  who   were  grin*  to   I. ondon  to  be  examined  on  this  oreasinii  N  curious.      ThN 
has  neither  subscription  nor  date,  but  by  the  contents  it  appears  to  have  We.ii  written  to  Sir  John 
by  hia  brother,  aud  not  till  after  the  death  of  th.-ir  lather;  it  could  not  be  written  therefore  Wfore  1466. 

John  Pustun  to  Sir  John  Pasfon,  Knijht. 


SIR,  it  is  so  that  this  Saturday  John  Husse  sent 
me  word  by  Robert  Hutler  that  William 
Yelverton  hath  been  this  three  days  in  Yar- 
mouth for  to  get  new  witnesses  up  to  London, 
and  it  is  thought  by  the  said  John  Husse  and 
Robert  Butler,  their  witnessing  is  tor  to  prove 
that  it  was  Sir  John  F.istolfs  will  that  then- 
should  be  amortized  300  marks  (2ftO/.)  by 
year  to  the  college  ;  and  also  that  surh  . 
as  my  father  took  here  at  (!aUter,  at  Lammas 
next  before  that  Sir  John  Fastolf  died.  u,i~ 
delivered  to  my  father  to  the  intent  for  to  per- 
form the  said  will. 

Bartholomew  Ellis,  John  Applehy  and  John 
f'lerk    are   the    u  ,,|  -,n  f,,r  H;irtho- 

lomew  Ellis  he  is  outlawed;  and  also  m- 


in  Yarmouth  that  he  is  bawd  betwix* 

of  Yarmouth  and  his  own  wife.      And  as  for 

John  A])])lel,y  he  is  half  frentyk  (V/v/ry)  and 

so  taken  in  the  town,  notwithstanding 

attorney,    as    Harthnlomew    Ellis    is.    in    the 

bailitV's  rourt  of  Yarmouth  ;  a: 

Clerk  of  Gorleston,  he  is  outlawed  at  Sir  John 

Fastolfs  suit,  and  at  divers  oti.- 

withstanding  he  is  thorough  with  Sir  Thomas 

for  Sir   John   Fastolf.  for  this  rause  that   the 

said   clerk   was  one  of  Sir  Thomas   Howys's 

last  witnesses  before  this.       I  trow   John  Ix>er 

shall  be  another  witnes,.   ,\s  for  liarth 

Hllis  and  John  Applehy,  they  lie   th: 

at     Hlighhorniigh  onward    on    their  way    to 

London  ward  ;  make  good  watch  on  them. 
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I  pray  you  send  us  some  good  tidings. 

Written  the  Saturday  late  at  night  next 
after  Candlemas-day.  I  pray  you  remember 
John  Grey  and  John  Burgess  ;  we  have  home 
the  most  part  of  your  barley  save  from  Win- 
terton,  and  that  I  trust  to  have  the  next  week, 
or  else  we  will  strait  (q.  distrain)  for  it  by 


the  grace  of  God,  whom  I  beseech  make  you 
good. 

I  think  their  coming  up  is  for  to  disprove 
your  witnesses  that  ye  had  into  the  Chancery. 
JOHN  PASTON. 

February,  after  1-166. 
6  E.'lV. 


LETTER     CCLIII.— (LXXI.  vol.  iv.  p.  281.) 

The  various  matter  treated  of  in  this  letter  gives  it  a  claim  to  be  inserted  in  this  collection,  especially  as  it 
discovers  the  characters  and  views  of  many  persons  mentioned  in  this  work.  It  has  no  date,  nor  ca:i  we 
clearly  ascertain  how  long  after  1466  it  must  have  been  written ;  'tis  probably  not  a  great  while.  William 
Wainfleet,  the  founder  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford,  was  at  this  time  Bishop  of  Winchester,  his  par- 
tiality for  this  university  is  therefore  easily  to  be  accounted  for. 

To  my  right  worshipful  mistress,  Margaret  Paston,  widow. 


RIGHT  worshipful  mistress,  after  due  recom- 
mendation, please  your  good  mistress-ship  to 
weet  that  I  communed  late  with  your  entirely 
well-beloved  son,  Sir  John  Paston,  if  the 
foundation  of  my  master  Fastolf's  college 
might  be  at  Cambridge  in  case  it  shall  not  be 
at  Caister,  neither  at  St.  Benet's,  because  that 
university,  lieth  near  the  country  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk ;  for  albeit  \althouyh~]  *  my  Lord 
of  Winchester  is  disposed  to  found  a  college  in 
Oxford  for  my  said  master  to  be  prayed  for, 
yet  with  much  less  cost  he  might  make  some 
other  memorial  also  in  Cambridge,  and  (if) 
it  were  of  two  clerks  and  three  or  four  scholars, 
founded  at  least  with  the  value  of  good  bene- 
fices and  rich  parsonages  that  might  be  pur- 
chased the  advowsons  with  much  less  goods 
than  lordships  or  manors  may :  and  I  found 
your  son  well  disposed  to  move  and  excite  my 
said  lord.  Also  now  the  Christmas  week 
next  before  the  feast  at  London,  my  Lord 
Winchester  called  me  to  him  in  presence  of 
Sir  John,  and  desired  him  effectually  to  be 
my  good  wilier ;  a^nd  master  would  have  no 
words  rehearsed  on  my  behalf,  and  he  said, 
full  well,  would  Jesu,  mistress,  that  my  good 
master  that  was  some  time  your  husband  in 
my  said  master  Fastolf's  life  days,  as  he 
showed  to  me  there  could  have  found  in  his 
heart  to  have  trusted  and  loved  me  as  my 
master  Fastolf  did,  and  that  he  would  riot 

1   [In  the  original  albe  it.  Fenn  translates  "  for  all 
be  it,  my  Lord  of  Winchester,"  &c.] 


have  given  credence  to  the  maliciously  con- 
trived tales  that  Friar  Brackley,  W.  Barker 
and  others  imagined  untruly,  saving  your 
reverence,  of  me.  And  now  ye  may  openly 
understand  the  sooth,  and  your  son  Sir  John 
also;  and  yet  for  all  that,  I  put  never  my 
master  Fastolf s  livelihood  in  trouble,  for  all 
the  unkindness  and  covetousness  that  was 
showed  me,  as  I  have  declared  to  the  bearer 
hereof,  that  I  know  ye  trust  well,  to  whom  in 
this  ye  may  give  credence  at  this  time. 

God  amend  J.  Russe,  I  would  he  had  been 
at  Ireland  for  one  day's  sake. 
Your 

WILLIAM  WORCESTER. 

And  I  thank  you  heartily  for  my  poor 
woman,  she  should  come  to  you  at  your  com- 
mandment late  or  rathe  (early),  but  for  jea- 
lousy and  misdeeming  of  people  that  have  me  in 
great  await  (that  mean  to  do  me  mischief)  ;  and 
ye  know  well,  mistress,  better  is  a  friend  un- 
known than  known  ;  the  world  is  so  misdeem- 
ing and  ready  to  make  division  and  debate  ; 
that  cometh  of  an  envious  disposition.  And 
I  am  right  glad  that  Caister  is  and  shall  be 
at  your  commandment,  and  yours  in  especial, 
a  rich  jewel  it  is  at  need  for  all  the  country  in 
time  of  war  ;  and  my  master  Fastolf  would 
rather  he  had  never  builded  it  than  it  should 
be  in  the  governance  of  any  sovereign  that 
will  oppress  the  country.  And  I  find  the 
religious  of  St.  Benefs  full  unkindly  took 
away  a  chamber  the  elder  abbot  had  put  me 


G 
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in  possession  for  my  solace,  when  I  might 
come  thither  and  desport  me,  and  took  that 
chamber  to  master  John  Smyth,  that  Sir 
Thomas  Howys  said  to  me  was  none  whole- 
some counseller  in  the  reformation  of  the  last 
testament  made,  but  two  executors  to  have 
the  rule  alone ;  I  would  he  had  never  meddled 
of  it,  that  counsel  made  much  trouble;  I 
pray  you  keep  this  letter  close  to  yourself,  as  I 
trust  you  and  Sir  James,  and  also  in  11.  Toly, 
that  1  understand  him  close  and  just. 

I  had  no  time  to  speak  within  now  late, 
when  I  was  but  one  day  at  Norwich.  W. 
Barker  slandered  me  in  certain  matters  of  good 
:to  the  sum  of  500  marks  (333/.  6*.  &/.)  that 


Reynold  Harneys  should  keep  and  take  one 
half;  would  Jesus  Barker  had  said  true,  it 
might  have  done  me  much  good ;  and,  mis- 
tress, as  I  dare  desire  you,  I  pray  you  recom- 
mend me  to  my  best  mistress  your  mother 
Agnes,  for  she  favoured  me  and  did  me  great 
charity,  to  be  the  better  disposed  to  her  son 
master  John.  And  by  my  soul  it  made  me 
the  heartier  to  save  the  livelihood  from  trouble 
or  from  claims,  as  I  report  me  to  all  the  world, 
I  put  never  manor  nor  livelihood  of  my 
master  Fastolfs  in  trouble,  nor  entitled  no 
creature  to  no  place,  and  ye  may  speak  to  her 
hereof  when  ye  be  alone. 
After  1466.  6  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLIV.— (LXXII.  vol.  iv.  p.  287.) 

.In  the  proposals  of  marriage  here  preserved  of  this  distant  age,  we  find  the  care  and  attention  paid  by  our 
ancestors  to  the  endowment  of  the  lady  ;  most  proposals  beinjj  accompanied  with  terms  for  that  purpose  . 
The  Strangers  or  L' Estranges  here  mentioned,  were  of  the  ancient  and  knightly  family  of  L' Estrange  of 
Hunstanton,  in  Norfolk. 

To  my  right  u'orshipful  and  good  master,  Sir  John  Paston,  Kniyht, 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  after  due  recommend- 
ation, please  it  you  to  understand  the  cause 
of  my  writing  is  for  a  marriage  for  my  mis- 
tress Margery  your  sister;  for  my  nephew 
John  Straunge  would  make  her  sure  of  forty 
pounds  jointure,  and  two  hundred  marks 
(1337.  6*.  8rf.)  by  year  of  inheritance  ;  and  if 
ye  and  your  friends  will  agree  hereto,  I  trust 
to  God  it  shall  take  a  conclusion  to  the 
pleasure  of  God  and  worship  to  both  parties. 
Moreover,  and  it  pleaseth  you  to  weet,  I 
am  sore  troubled  with  Bedston,  as  well  by  (he 
way  of  attachments  out  of  the  Chancery  as 


otherwise ;  I  must  beseech  you  of  your  good 
mastership  and  help  in  secret  manner,  as  Sir 
Thomas  Lynes  the  bringer  of  (his  shall  inform 
you.  I  shall  be  at  London  in  the  beginning 
of  this  term  by  the  grace  of  God,  which  pre- 
serve you.  Written  at  Norwich,  in  haste,  the 
Monday  after  Twelfth-day. 

By  your 

J.  STRANGE. 

Norwich,  January, 

between  l-l r,r,  and  flCO. 

fiaml'J  K.IV. 


LETTER  CCLV.— (XXI.  vol.  i.  p.  293.) 

Tins  letter  of  Sir  John  I'aston,  to  his  mother,  appears  to  hnie  been  written  between   the  yean  1466  and 
1469,  after  Kin*,'  Kdward's  marriage,  and  tin-  ••  .ii.M-queiit  displeasure  of  the  K.irl  ••!'  >ut  as  it 

has   no  date  the  precise  time  cannot  ho  ascertained,  nor  have  ourhistm. 

the  kin:;  into  London,  on   his  coming  from  York,  about  this  period.     Here  is  no  mention  of  any  of  the 
Ts  nations  as  attendant  on  the  kin^.   who  i>  >nid  to  >j>eak  ol  the  Duke  the    Karls  of 

Warwick  and  Oxford,  and  the  Archbishop  of  York  as  his  best  friends,  though  those  of  his  household  knew 
he  regarded  them  in  a  \erydifferent  liyht. 

T>J  Mistress  Margaret  Patton  be  this  delivered. 

RIGHT   worshipful   mother,  I  commend  me    i   God's;  thank  you  for  your  tenderness  and  help 
to  you  and  beseech  you  of  your  blessing  and   I   both  to  me,  my  brother,  and  servants.     (Then 
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follows  an  account  of  money,  debts,  8fc.,  a  dispute 
with  his  uncle  IVilliam,  and  a  desire,  to  defer  his 
sister  Margery  s  marriage  with  Richard  Calle 
till  Christmas,  $c.) 

The  king  is  come  to  London,  and  there 
came  with  him,  and  rode  again  (and  rode  to 
meet)  him  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk,1  the  Earl  of  Arundel,2  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland,3  the  Earl  of  Essex  ; 4 
the  Lords  Harry  and  John  of  Buckingham,  5 
the  Lord  Dacre,6  the  Lord  Chamberlain,7 
the  Lord  Montjoy  8  and  many  other  knights 
and  esquires ;  the  mayor  of  London,  twenty- 
two  aldermen  in  scarlet,  and  of  the  craftsmen 
of  the  town  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
all  in  blue. 

The  king  came  thorough  Cheap,  though  it 
were  out  of  his  way,  because  (if  he  had  not) 
he  would  not  be  seen ;  and  he  was  accom- 
panied in  all  people  with  one  thousand  horse, 
some  harnessed  and  some  riot. 

My  Lord  Archbishop9  came  with  him  from 
York,  and  is  at  the  Moor,10  and  my  Lord  of 
Oxford  n  rode  to  have  met  the  king,  and  he 
is  with  my  Lord  Archbishop  at  the  Moor ;  and 


came  not  to  town  with  the  king.  Some  say 
that  they  were  yesterday  three  miles  to  the 
king  wards  from  the  Moor  ;  and  that  the  king 
sent  them  a  messenger  that  they  should  come 
when  that  he  sent  for  them.  I  wot  (know)  not 
what  to  suppose  therein. 

The  king  himself  hath  good  language  of 
the  Lords  of  Clarence,  of  Warwick,  and  of 
my  Lords  of  York  and  of  Oxford,  saying, 
they  be  his  best  friends ;  but  his  household 
men  have  other  language,  so  what  shall 
hastily  fall  I  cannot  say.  My  Lord  of 
Norfolk  «  shall  be  here  this  night.  I  shall 
send  you  more  when  I  know  more. 

Item,  if  Ebesham13  come  not  home  with 
my  uncle  William,  that  then  ye  send  me  the 
two  French  books,  that  he  should  have  written, 
that  he  may  write  them  here. 

JOHN  PASTON,  Knight. 


The  seal  has  here  a  circle 
of  fleur  de  lys,  they  usually 
adopted  but"  one. 


LETTER    CCLVI.— (LXXIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  289.) 

The  date  of  this  letter  from  Margaret  Paston  does  not  appear,  but  it  seems  to  have  been  written  within  a  few- 
years  after  her  husband's  death,  though  ns  the  age  of  her  daughter  Anne  at  her  father's  decease  is  not 
known  we  cannot  exactly  ascertain  it.  Anne  was  now  grown  tall,  and  becoming  a  woman.  The  endeavour- 
ing to  educate  young  women  in  the  houses  of  their  superiors  or  of  their  friends  and  relations  at  a  distance 
from  home  has  been  before  noticed  (see  Letter  cvii.  v.  i.  p.  82.),  and  was  certainly  a  very  proper  method  of 
having  them  instructed  [There  appears,  notwithstanding,  a  great  want  of  afl'ection  between  mother  and 
daughters ;  a  consequence,  we  think,  of  such  estrangement.] 

To  John  Paston,  the  yottnyer,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine;  letting  you  weet  that  since  ye 
departed  my  cousin  Calthorpe  sent  me  a 

1  John  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  sister  of  Edward  IV. 

3  William  Fit/alan,  Earl  of  Arundel,  married 
Joan,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salis- 
bury. 

3  John  Nevile,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  from 
1463  to  1469. 

*  Henry  Bourchier,  Earl  of  Essex,  he  married 
Cecily,  aunt  to  Edward  IV. 

5  These  two  lords  were  of  the  family  of  Stafford, 
Duke  of  Buckingham. 


letter  complaining  in  his  writing  that  foras- 
much as  he  cannot  be  paid  of  his  tenants  as 
he  hath  been  before  this  time,  he  proposeth 

6  Richard  Fynes,  Lord  Dacre. 

7  William  Lord  Hastings. 

8  Walter  Blount,  created  Lord  Montjoy  in  1465. 

9  George  Nevile,  Archbishop  of  York. 

10  The  Moor,  a  seat  of  the  Archbishop's  in  Hert- 
fordshire. 

11  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford. 

1*  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

13  Ebesham  was  a  transcriber  of  books,  an  employ- 
ment much  patronised  before  the  invention  of 
printing. 
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to  lessen  his  household,  and  to  live  the 
straitlier,  wherefore  he  de.sireth  me  to 
purvey  for  your  sister  Anne;  he  saith  she 
waxeth  high  (grows  tall),  and  it  were  time  to 
purvey  her  a  marriage ;  I  marvel  what  causeth 
him  to  write  so  now,  either  she  hath  displeased 
him,  or  else  he  hath  taken  her  with  default; 
therefore  I  pray  you  commune  with  my 
cousin  Clere  at  London,  and  weet  how  he  is 
disposed  to  her  ward,  and  send  me  word,  for 
J  shall  be  fain  to  send  for  her,  and  with  me 
she  shall  hut  lose  her  time,  and  without  she 
will  be  the  better  occupied  she  shall  often 
times  move  me  and  put.  me  in  great  inquiet- 
uess;  remember  what  labour  I  had  with  your 


sister,  therefore  do  your  part  to  help  her  f,>rrh, 
that  may  be  to  your  worship  and  mine. 

Item,  remember  the  bill  that  I  sj>ake  to 
you  of  to  get  of  your  brother  of  such  money 
as  he  hath  received  of  me  since  your  fathers 
decease;  see  your  uncle  Maultby  if  ye  may, 
and  send  me  some  tidings  as  soon  as  ye  may  ; 
God  keep  you.  Written  the  Friday  next 
before  Saint  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  in  haste 
(29th  of  December). 

By  your  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Friday.  December, 
between  1466  aud  U70.  6  and  10  K.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLVII.— (LXXIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  291.) 

I  have  printed  this  letter  as  showing  not  only  the  friendly  and  just  disposition  of  the  writer,  evident  from  tl»e 
advice  which  lie  gives  Sir  John  I'aston,  but  to  show  the  duty  and  respect  of  children  then  continued 
annually  to  the  memory  of  their  deceased  parents.  The  year-day  or  anniversary  of  any  pers  m's  death  was 
railed  the  Obit;  and  to  observe  such  day  with  prayers  and  alms,  or  other  commemoration,  wai 
keeping  the  Obit.  We  find  that  Hugh  Fenne  strictly  fulfilled  this  observance  of  filial  duty  to  his  deceased 
mother.  The  device  on  hi<  seal  is  a  flourishing  tree,  having  the  initial  letters  of  his  names,  one  on  each 
side;  it  alluded  perhaps  to  his  own  happy  and  flourishing  situation  in  respect  to  his  fortune,  family,  and 
friends.  [The  advice  seems  very  strongly'to  tend  to  his  own  interest,  or  his  client's.] 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you  ;  like  you  (/o)  weet  a  distress  was  taken 
in  Caister,  by  Thomas  Peacock,  I  trow  your 
servant,  a  busy  man  called,  of  a  full  true 
soul,  John  Hadynet  of  Heringsby,  a  poor 
man,  his  plough  hath  lain  ever  since  he  saith ; 
I  understand  it  is  for  Catts'  land.  I  sent 
my  clerk  to  my  mistress  your  mother,  and 
the  said  John  with  him  therefore;  and  my 
mistress  would  him  come  again  another  day, 
for  Peacock  was  not  then  at  home  ;  so  he  did, 
and  cannot  have  it  as  he  saith,  but.  that  ye 
would  I  should  speak  with  you  at  Caister 
thereof  and  of  other  matters  DC  told  me  this 
day  ;  and  because  of  my  mother's  year-day 
holdcB  this  day.  (iod  have  her  soul,  and  to- 
morrow shall  IK?  a  good  day.  I  would  by(iod's 
grace  dis]x)se  me  to  his  mercy  against 
Thursday,  as  I  have  used,  therefore  I  pray  you 
pudon  my  coming  ;  in  the  week  after  Kaster, 
1  intend  to  see  you  and  my  said  ns 
certainly  ;  it  is  long  since  I  saw  her  meseemeth, 


and  if  ye  be  not  then  at  Caister  I  pray  you 
send  me  word  that  I  may  come  sooner  to  you 
to  commune  with  you  in  this  matter,  and  in 
all  other  that  ye  will,  and  go  depart  to 
London  from  thence,  and  therefore  I  will 
abide  with  you  a  good  while. 

Sir.  as  to  Catts,  ye  lie  remembered  what  I 
said  to  you  at  London  at  two  times,  I  uni  the 
same  ni. in;  I  have  since  I  came  gotten  the 
evidences  into  my  hands,  and  I  am  ready  ta 
show  them  what  learned  man  here  tl; 
will  assign,  the  matter  is  clear  to  my  think- 
ing. Titteshale  that  sold  it  to  Sir  John 

If  might  as  well  have   sold   him 
land   or  mine;   and  if  the  sale   be   lawful,  I 
shall   leave  my  hands  at  the  :  .id  at 

London,  the  distress  to  be  kept  for  that  I 
\viss  it  need  not,  and  it  was  unlawfully  taken  ; 
like  it  you  to  do  deliver  the  poor  man  his  a 
again.  1  am  ready  to  answer  you  for  old  and 
new  as  right  will  ;  I  shall  break  no  (Jay  to  be 
assigned  fur  to  leave  all  oilier  things. 
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By  the  Blessed  Lady  I  believe  that  ye  will 
dispose  you  well,  and  so  I  pray  God  ye  do, 
and  have  you  in  his  blessed  governance. 


Written  at  the  head  town  of  Norfolk,  this 
Tuesday.  Your  own 

HUGH  at  FENNE. 


Norwich,  Tuesday,  March  or  April, 
between  1467  and  UG'J.  7  and  9  £  IV. 


LETTER    CCLVIII.— (XXIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  3.) 

We  have  in  this  letter  a  most  curious  and  authentic  account  of  the  marriage  of  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  with  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  and  sister  of  Edward  IV.,  and 
of  the  subsequent  diversions  exhibited  at  Bruges  in  honour  of  it,  written  by  John  Paston,  an  eye-witness, 
who,  with  his  brother  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  attended  in  the  retinue  of  a  princess.  The  description 
here  given  affords  us  a  high  idea  of  the  splendour  of  the  court  of  the  duke,  and  of  the  politeness  of  the 
courtiers. 

To-  my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  mother,  Margaret  Paston,   dwelling  at   Caister,  be  this 

delivered  in  haste. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  mother,  I  re- 
commend me  unto  you  as  humbly  as  I  can 
think,  desiring  most  heartily  to  hear  of  your 
welfare  and  heart's  ease,  which  I  pray  God 
send  you  as  hastily  as  any  heart  can  think. 

Please  it  you  to  weet,  that  at  the  making 
of  this  bill,  my  brother,  and  I,  and  all  our 
fellowship,  were  in  good  heele  (health),  blessed 
be  God. 

As  for  the  guiding  here  in  this  country,  it 
is  as  worshipful  as  all  the  world  can  devise, 
and  there  were  never  Englishmen  had  so  good 
cheer  out  of  England  that  ever  I  heard  of. 

As  for  tidings  here,  but  if  (unless)  it  be  of 
the  feast,  I  can  none  send  you ;  saving,  that 
my  Lady  Margaret x  was  married  on  Sunday 
last,  past  at  a  town  that  is  called  The  Dame,2 
three  miles  out  of  Bruges,  at  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  morning;  and  she  was  brought  the 
same  day  to  Bruges  to  her  dinner;  and  there 
she  was  received  as  worshipfully  as  all  the 
world  could  desire  ;  as  with  procession  with 
ladies  and  lords,  best  beseen  of  any  people 
that  ever  I  saw  or  heard  of.  Many  pageants 
were  played  in  her  way  in  Bruges  to  tier  wel- 


1  Margaret  Plantagenet,  sister  of  Edward  IV.,  ac- 
cording to  this  account,  was  married  on  Sunday  the 
3rd  of  July,  14G8.  8E.IV. 

*  [Damme.] 


coming,  the  best  that  ever  I  saw;  and  the 
same  day  rny  Lord,  the  Bastard,3  took  upon 
him  to  answer  twenty-four  knights  and  gen- 
tlemen within  eight  days  at  justs  of  peace; 
and  when  that  they  were  answered,  they 
twenty-four  and  himself  should  turney  with 
other  twenty-live  the  next  day  after,  which  is 
on  Monday  next  coming  ;  and  they  that  have 
justed  with  him  into  this  day  have  been  as 
richly  beseen,  and  himself  also,  as  cloth  of 
gold,  and  silk,  and  silver,  and  goldsmith's 
work,  might  make  them;  for  of  such  gear, 
and  gold,  and  pearl,  and  stones,  they  of  th-3 
Duke's  court,  neither  gentlemen,  nor  gentle- 
women, they  want  none  ;  for  without  (unless) 
that  they  have  it  by  wishes,  by  my  truth  I 
heard  never  of  so  great  plenty  as  here  is. 
This  day  my  Lord  Scales4  justed  with  a 

.3  Anthony  Count  de  la  Roche,  called  the  Bastard 
of  Burgundy,  was  a  natural  son  of  Duke  Philip  the 
Good,  by  Johanna  of  Prulles,  famous  for  his  wit, 
courage,  and  polite  accomplishments.  He  was  borri 
in  1421,  and  died  in  1504. 

*  Anthony  Widville,  or  Woodville,  Lord  Scales, 
&c.,  and  afterwards  Earl  Rivers,  son  of  Sir  Richard 
Widville,  by  Jacqueline  of  Luxemburgh,  Duchess 
Dowager  of  Bedford,  and  brother  of  Elizabeth,  queen 
of  Edward  IV.,  was  born  about  1441,  and  became 
the  most  distinguished  warrior,  statesman,  and  most 
learned  gentleman  of  his  time.  In  the  7  Edwar.1 
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lord  of  this  country,  but  not  with  the  Bastard ; 
for  they  made  (a)  promise  at  London,  that 
none  of  them  both  should  never  deal  with 
other  in  arms ;  but  the  Bastard  was  one  of  the 
lords  that  brought  the  Lord  Scales  into  the 
field ;  and  of  misfortune  a  horse  struck  my 
Lord  Bastard  on  the  lesr.  and  hath  hurt  him 
so  sore  that  I  can  think  he  shall  be  of  no 
power  to  accomplish  up  his  arms;  and  that 
is  great  pity,  for  by  my  truth  I  trow  (think) 
God  made  never  a  more  worshipful  knight. 

And  as  for  the  Duke's  court,  as  of  lords, 
ladies,  and  gentlewomen,  knights,  esquires, 
and  gentlemen,  I  heard  never  of  none  like  to 
it,  save  King  Arthur's  court.  And  by  my 
troth,  I  have  no  wit  nor  remembrance  to  write 
to  you  half  the  worship  that  is  here ;  but  what 
lacketh,  as  it  cometh  to  mind  I  shall  tell  you 
when  I  come  home,  which  I  trust  to  God 
shall  not  be  long  tofore.  We  depart  out  of 
Bruges  homeward  on  Tuesday  next  coming, 
and  all  folk  that  came  with  my  Lady  of  Bur- 
goyn  (Burgundy}  out  of  England,  except 
such  as  shall  abide  here  still  with  her,  which 
I  wot  (know)  well  shall  be  but  few. 

We  depart  the  sooner,  for  the  Duke1  hath 
word  that  the  French  king  2  is  purposed  to 
make  war  upon  him  hastily,  and  that  he  is 
within  four  or  five  days'  journey  of  Bruges, 
and  the  Duke  rideth.  on  Tuesday  next  coming, 
forward  to  meet  with  him;  God  give  him 
good  speed  and  all  his ;  for  by  my  troth  they 
are  the  goodliest  fellowship  that  ever  I  came 

IV.  he  challenged  and  vanquished  the  Bastard  of 
Burgundy  in  a  grand  and  solemn  just  in  Smithlield  ; 
at  which  time  the  promise  mentioned  in  this  letter 
was  made.  This  accomplished  nobleman  was  !»• 
headed  at  Pomfret,  in  June  1483,  by  the  command 
of  the  Protector,  Richard  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

1  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  was  born 
in  1433,  and  wai  slain  in  battle,  near  Nancy,  in  Lor- 
raiu,  in  14'7. 

3  Charles  VII.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  how  cautious 
the  writers  of  these  times  were  not  to  give  the  title  of 
King  of  France  to  the  ruler  of  that  kingdom,  but  to 
style  him  the  French  Kin;-.  In  this  pluee  ( ami  I 
have  observed  it  in  others)  the  word  "  Kyn-"  (in- 
tending to  go  on  with,  of  France)  wa>  written  with- 
out consideration,  and  then,  on  observing  it,  imme- 
diately crossed  out,  and  "  Freiuhe  Kyng  put  in  its 

pi. ICC. 


amongst,  and  best  can  behave  them,  and  most 
like  gentlemen. 

Other  tidings  have  we  none  here,  but  that 
the  Duke  of  Somerset3  and  all  his  bands 
departed  well  beseen  out  of  Bruges  a  d.iy 
before  that  my  lady  the  Duchess  came  thi 
and  they  say  here  that  he  is  to  Queen  Mar- 
garet that  was,  and  shall  no  more  come  here 
again,  nor  be  holpen  by  the  Duke. 

No  more,  but  1  beseech  you  of  your  bless- 
ing as  lowly  as  I  can,  which  I  beseech  you 
forget  not  to  give  me  every  day  once ;  and, 
mother,  I  beseech  you  that  ye  will  be  good 
mistress  to  my  little  man,  and  to  see  that  he 
go  to  school. 

I  sent  my  cousin  Daubeney  five  shillings 
by  Calle's  man  for  to  buy  for  him  such  gear 
as  he  needeth  :  and,  mother,  I  pray  you  this 
bill  may  recommend  me  to  my  sisters  both, 
and  to  the  master,  my  cousin  Daubene\ 
James,  Sir  John  Stylle,  and  to  pray  him  t ) 
be  good  master  to  little  Jack,4  and  to  learn 
him  well ;  and  I  pray  you  that  this  bill  may 
recommend  me  to  all  your  folks,  and  to  my 
well-willers;  and  I  pray  God  send  you  your 
heart's  desire. 

Written  at  Bruges  the  Friday  next  after  St. 
Thomas.5 

Your  son  and  humble  servant, 

J.  PASTON,  the  younger. 
Bruges, 

Friday,  8th  of  July, 
1468.    8  E.  IV.  " 


3  Edmund  Beaufort,  Duke  of  S>mersot,  an  ad- 
herent to  Henry  VI.  and  his  (|ii  com- 
manded :it  the  "battle  of  Tewke-bury,  in  1471 ;  which 
being  lost,  he  riVcl  to  sanctuary,  whence  he  was 
t;iken  and  beheaded. 

*  This  little  John,  whose  school  education  J.  Pas- 
ton  seems  so  anxious  about,  must  In-. 
before  1464,  and  most  probably  died  UM: 
was  his  sou,  us  Sir  William  Paston,  kn 
some  pedigrees  state,  was  lx>rn  in  1464.  stands 
pedigree  as  heir  to  his  father  :  but  I  rithrr  thi:. 
J.  Paston  had  not  been  married  at  this  time,  and  that 
this  "  htyll  man"  w;is  not  h: 

5  This  must  mean  either  the  3rd  or   7th 
July,  the  one  being  the  translati.  >n  of  St.  Thomas  the 
Apostle,  the  other  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket.    I  believe 
it  means  the  latter. 
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LETTER    CCLIX.— (LXXV.  vol.  iv.  p.  295.) 

The  exact  date  of  this  letter  is  not  easily  determined,  nor  is  it  of  any  consequence,  it  only  shows  that  one  of 
the  family  of  Fastolf  of  Suffolk  pretended  a  claim  to  Caister,  and  intended  coming  to  assert  that  claim 
with  a  large  fellowship  :  whether  this  was  Thomas  Fastolf,  the  son  of  the  lady  who  had  some  time  before 
applied  to  J.  Fasten  for  his  assistance  towards  regaining  the  livelihood  of  her  son  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  had  the  wardship  of  him,  does  not  appear.  I  have  ventured  to  fix  the  date  of  this  letter  to 
1468,  as  it  most  probably  was  written  about  that  time.  Relic  Sunday  is  the  Sunday  fortnight  after  Mid- 
summer-day. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine ;  letting  you  weet  that  Blick- 
ling  of  Heylesdon  came  from  London  this 
week,  and  he  is  right  merry,  and  maketh  his 
boast  that  within  this  fortnight  at  Heylesdon 
should  be  both  new  lords  and  new  officers  ; 
and  also  this  day  was  brought  me  word 
from  Caister,  that  Rysing  of  Fretton  should 
have  heard  said  in  divers  places  there,  as 
he  was  in  Suffolk,  that  Fastolf  of  Cong- 
hawe  maketh  all  the  strength  that  he  may, 
and  proposeth  him  to  assault  Caister,  and  to 
enter  there  if  he  may,  insomuch  that  it  is 
said  that  he  hath  a  five  score  men  ready, 
and  sendeth  daily  spies  to  understand  what 
fellowship  keep  the  place ;  by  whose  power, 
or  favour,  or  supportation,  that  he  will  do 
this  I  know  not,  but  ye  wot  well  that  I  have 
been  affrayed  (frightened}  there  before  this 
time,  when  that  I  had  other  comfort  than  I 
have  now ;  and  I  cannot  well  guide  nor  rule 
soldiers,  and  also  they  set  not  by  a  woman 
as  they  should  set  by  a  man ;  therefore  I 
would  ye  should  send  home  your  brothers 
or  else  Daubeney  to  have  a  rule,  arid  to  take 
in  such  men  as  were  necessary  for  the  safe- 
guard of  the  place,  for  if  J  were  there, 
without  I  had  the  more  sadder  (graver)  or 
worshipful  persons  about  me,  and  there  come 
a  meny  *  of  knaves  and  prevailed  in  their 
intent,  it  should  be  to  me  but  a  villainy. 
And  I  have  been  about  my  livelihood  to  set 
a  rule  therein,  as  I  have  written  to  you, 
which  is  not  yet  all  performed  after  mine 

1  [Meny — a  following.    Penn  translates  many.~\ 


desire,  and  I  would  not  go  to  Caister  till  I 
had  done ;  I  will  no  more  days  make  there- 
about if  I  may,  therefore  in  any  wise  send 
somebody  home  to  keep  the  place,  and  when 
that  I  have  done  and  performed  that  I  have 
begun,  I  shall  purpose  me  thither-ward  if  I 
should  do  there  any  good,  and  else  I  had 
lever  (rather)  be  thence. 

I  have  sent  to  Nicholas  and  such  as  keep 
the  place,  that  they  should  take  in  some 
fellows  to  assist  and  strength  them  till  ye 
send  home  some  other  word,  or  some  other 
man  to  govern  them  that  be  therein,  &c. 

I  marvel  greatly  that  ye  send  me  no  word 
how  that  ye  do,  for  your  elmyse  (enemies) 
begin  to  wax  right  bold,  arid  that  putteth 
your  friends  both  in  great  fear  and  doubt, 
therefore  purvey  that  they  may  have  some 
comfort  that  they  be  no  more  discouraged, 
for  if  we  lose  our  friends  it  shall  (be)  hard  in 
this  troublesome  world  to  get  them  again. 

The  blessed  Trinity  speed  you  in  your 
matters,  and  send  you  the  victory  of  your 
elmyse  [enemies],  to  your  heart's  ease  and 
their  confusion. 

Written  at  Norwich,  the  Saturday  next 
before  Relic  Sunday,  in  haste. 

I  pray  you  remember  well  the  matters  that 
I  wrote  to  you  for  in  the  letter  that  ye  had 
by  James  Gresham's  man,  and  send  me  an 
answer  thereof  by  the  next  man  that  cometh, 
&c. 

By  you  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Saturday,  9th  of  July, 
1468.     8  E.  IV. 
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LETTER    CCLX.— (LXX VI.  vol.  iv.  p.  299.) 

On  the  hack  of  this  letter  is  the  follow-in:;  memorandum  :— "  Sir  T.  Howys  affreith  fo  sell  the  mantiof  nf 
Caisler  t«>  tlio  Duke  of  Nodi",  and  moviili  thereto  my  Lord  Canlenall."  It  \vas  in  consequence  of  this 
agreement  with  Sir  Thomas  Howys,  one  of  the  executors  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  1 
suppose,  claimed  the  manor  and  castle  of  Caister,  and  in  pursuit  of  that  claim  undertook  to  besi--. 
the  manner  explained  in  the  following  letters.  "What  Sir  Thomas  Ho\\ys  --ays  oi'  .1.  Paston  must  be 
believed  with  caution,  as  they  had  disagreed  concerning  the  executorship  of  Sir  Johu  Fastolf  s  will. 

To  my  most  honourable  Lord  Cardinal  *  and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 


MOST  reverend  and  my  right  good  lord,  I 
recommend  me  to  your  gracious  lordship  in 
my  most  humble  wise;  please  your  lordship 
to  weet  that  my  Lord  (of}  Norfolk's  counsel 
hath  now  late  moved  Sir  William  Yelvertori, 
knight,  and  me,  to  be  proffered  for  to  pur- 
chase the  manor  of  Caister  and  certain  other 
lordships  that  were  my  master  Fastolf s, 
•whom  God  pardon !  out  excepted  the  manor 
of  Gunton  that  your  lordship  desireth  to  pur- 
chase, and  other  certain  manors  that  my  master 
Fastolf  s  friends  have  desired  to  be  proffered;2 
and  because  the  pretens  (pretended)  bargain 
that  John  Paston  in  his  lifetime  surmitted 
(surmised)?  by  colour  of  which  he  intended 
to  have  all  my  master  FastolPs  lands  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for  nought,  saving  the 
high  reverence  of  your  estate,  was  not  just 
nor  true  ;  and  because  that  I,  with  other  of 
my  master  Fastolfs  executors,  may  have 
whereof  to  dispose  in  charityful  deeds  to  do 
for  his  soul,  1  have  condescended  the  rather 


that  my  said  Lord  of  Norfolk  shall  be  prof- 
fered to  the  purchase  of  the  said  manor  of 
Caister  and  other  manors  tliat  may  !w  spared 
to  the  increase  of  his  livelihood  in  this  land, 
and  these  covenants  to  be  engrossed  up  within 
short  time  as  by  All  Halowaunce4  in  case 
your  lordship  lie  agreed  and  pleased  withall, 
whereupon  1  would  beseech  your  noble  lord- 
ship to  let  me  weet  your  good  pleasure  and 
advice  in  this  behalf. 

And  because  my  said  Lord  (o/")  Norfolk 
is  so  near  of  blood  to  your  highness  knitted, 
that  moved  me  to  be  the  more  willii 
condescend  to  the  foresaid  purchase,  and  so 
trusting  your  lordship  would  be  right  well 
pleased  withall.  Written  at  Norwich  thr 
10th  day  of  October,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

Your  poor  chaplain. 

THOMAS  HOWYS. 
Norwich,  Monday, 
10th  of  October,  146«.    b  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXI.— (LXXVII.vol.  iv.  p.  303.) 

This  letter  informs  us  of  the  preparations  for  the  defence  of  Caister,  and  pves  us  a  very  minute  nr. 
the  several  merits  of  the  four  warlike  men  sent  down  to  be  useful  when  it  should  be  af 

To  my  right  well-beloved  brother,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  being  at  Caister,  or  to  John  D<: 
there,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


RIGHT  well-beloved  brother,  I  commend  me 
t<»  you  ;  letting  you  weet  that  I  have  waged, 
for  to  help  you  and  Danbcnoy  to  kiep  the 
place  at  Caister,  four  well  assured  and  true 
men  to  do  all  manner  of  thing  what  that  they 
!..•  desired  to  do  in  safeguard  or  inforcing 

1  Thomas  Hourrhier,  Bp-o    F.ly,  was  tranvl., 
(  aiit.-rl.nry  in  MM.      He  died   a'n  old  man,  in  14W6. 


.n'n-ads  j,rrf.  •  • 
3  [Surmised  cannot  lie  the 


in"  miii:;  of  the  word. 


(strengthening)  of  the  Raid  place  :  and  more- 
over they  be  proved  men,  and  running 
(expert}  in  the  war  and  in  ('•  .  ami 

they  can  uell  shoot  both  gnus  and  • 
and  amend  and  string  them,  and  devi.se  bul- 
warks, or  any  things  that  should  be  a  sti- 

ft  a nd*le*lly  procured  seems  the  sense 
hen-  reqnirra.] 

[«  In  ori£.  all  Halow auncc,  Allhallows.  Nov.  1. 
Feuu  omits  .ill.j 
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to  the  place,  and  they  will  as  need  is  keep 
watch  and  ward,  they  be  sad  (serious*)  and 
well-advised  men,  saving  one  of  them,  which 
is  bald,  and  called  William  Peny,  which  is 
as  good  a  man  as  goeth  on  the  earth  saving  a 
little,  he  will,  as  I  understand,  be  a  little 
copschotyn  l  (high-crested),  but  yet  he  is  no 
brawler  but  full  of  courtesy,  much  upon 
(much  like)  James  Halman ;  the  other  three 
be  named  Peryn  Sale,  John  Chapman, 
Robert  Jack's  Son  (Jackson),  saving  that  as 
yet  they  have  none  harness  come,  but  when  it 
cometh  it  shall  be  sent  to  you,  and  in  the 
mean  while  I  pray  you  and  Daubeney  to 
purvey  them  some. 

Also  a  couple  of  beds  they  must  needs 
have,  which  I  pray  you  by  the  help  of  my 
mother  to  purvey  for  them  till  that  I  come 
home  to  you  ;  ye  shall  find  them  gentlemanly 
comfortable  fellows,  arid  that  they  will  and 
dare  abide  by  their  tackling,  and  if  ye  under- 
stand that  any  assault  should  be  towards  ;  I 
send  you  these  men,  because  that  men  of  the 
country  there  about  you  should  be  frayed 
(frightened)  for  fear  of  loss  of  their  goods; 
wherefore  if  there  were  any  such  thing  to- 
wards, I  would  ye  took  of  men  of  the  country 
but  few,  and  that  they  were  well  assured  men, 
for  else  they  might  discourage  all  the  remanent. 

And  as  for  any  writing  from  the  king,  he 
hath  promised  that  there  shall  come  none, 
and  if  there  do  hisunwarys2(w«YA  his  privity), 
your  answer  may  be  this  how  the  king  hath 
said,  and  so  to  delay  them  till  I  may  have 
word,  and  I  shall  soon  purvey  a  remedy. 

I  understand  that  ye  have  been  with  my 
Lord  of  Norfolk  now  of  late,  what  ye  have 

['  Copschotyn  is  cup-shottcn,  apt  to  get  a  little 
drunk.] 

2  I  do  not  understand  this  sentence,  perhaps  it 
laeans,  "  unless  they  take  him  unexpectedly."  [We 
think  "his  umvarys"  means  u-Hhuut  his  privity.] 


done  I  wot  not ;  we  see  that  he  shall  be  here 
again  this  day.  Moreover  I  trow  John  Ai- 
ford  shall  not  long  abide  with  my  lord ;  I 
shall  send  you  tidings  of  other  things  in  haste, 
witli  the  grace  of  God,  who,  &c.  Written  on 
Wednesday  next  before  St.  Martin. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

I  fear  that  Daubeney  is  not  all  there  (al- 
together) best  stored  to  continue  household 
long;  let  him  send  me  word  in  haste,  and  I 
will  relieve  him  to  my  power,  and  ere  long 
too  I  hope  to  be  with  you. 

Roger  Ree  is  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  and  he 
shall  be  good  enough.  The  escheator  I  am 
not  yet  ascertained  of. 

Also,  that  these  men  be  at  the  beginning 
entreated  as  courteously  as  ye  can. 

Also,  I  pray  you  to  send  me  my  flower3 
by  the  next  messenger  that  cometh. 

Also,  as  for  my  Lord  Fitzvvalter's  obligation 
I  know  none  such  in  mine  adward  as  yet. 

Also,  the  obligation  of  the  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich's obligation,  I  never  saw  it  that  I  re- 
member, wherefore  I  would  and  pray  my 
mother  to  look  it  up. 

Also,  as  for  the  Bible4  that  the  master 
hath,  I  wend  the  utmost  price  had  not  past 
five  marks  (3/.  6*.  Sd.)  and  so  I  trow  he  will 
give  it,  weet  I  pray  you. 

Also,  as  for  Sir  William  Barber  and  Sir 
William  Falgate,  I  would,  if  they  can  purvey 
for  themselves,  full  fain  be  discharged  of  them. 

London,  Wednesday, 
9th  November,  1468.    8  E.  IV. 


3  This  may  mean  flour  for  household  use ;  or  it 
may  siiaiify  his  flower,  his  device  or  cognisance. 

4  This  must  mean  some  MS.  copy,  for  at  this  time 
there  was  only  one  printed  edition  of  the  Bible, 
which  would  have  sold  even  then  for  a  much  greater 
sum  than  is  here  mentioned.     I  mean  "  Biblia  La- 
tina.     Mogunt.  per  J.  Fust  and  P.  Schoffer,  1462." 
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LETTER    CCLXII.— (LXXVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  309.) 


At  at 


ime  when  his  keeping  possession  of  Caister  was  doubtful,  it  was  a  stroke  of  policy  in  Sir  John  Paston  to 
gain  the  goodwill  of    the  queen  by  presenting  her  chaplain  to  the  free  chapel  at  Caister,  thou. 
intention  had  been  to  have  united  it  to  the  mastership  of  his  college  there,  and  this  he  does  not  now  despair 
of  accomplishing,  as  it  was  probable  that  the  queen's  chaplain  would  soon  have  such  preferment  as  would 
induce  him  to  resign  this.    Tin-  dillerence  of  opinion  between  the  parson  who  was  to  receive  the  r. 
and  him  who  was  to  pay  it,  is  :i  curious  anecdote,  and  the  cautious  determination  of  Sir  John  likewise 'is 
worthy  observation,  that' this  priest  "  must  have  it  as  it  was  hadde  befor."     The  following  entry  i- 
from  the  institution  books  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  :— 

"  Cantaria  in  Cayster-hall. 

Lib.  xi.  p.  170.    21  Mar.  1468.    MMohes  Yetton  S.  T.  P.  ad  col.  EpT  p*.  laps." 

By  which  it  appears  that  Sir  John  Paston's  presentation  either  was  not  allowed,  or  was  not  made  out  in 
time,  and  that  the  bishop  presented  by  a  lapse. 

To  my  well-beloved  brother,  John  Patton,  or  to  John  Dai/btney,  in  his  absence. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  well-beloved  brother, 
I  commend  me  to  you,  letting  you  weet  that 
Sir  Thomas  Howes  had  a  free  chapel  in 
Caister  whereof  the  gift  belongeth  to  me, 
which  chapel  as  I  understand  should  be  in 
the  old  time,  ere  the  place  at  Caister  were 
built,  within  the  moat,  wherefore  I  am  but 
the  better  pleased ;  and  so  it  is  now  that  at 
the  special  request  of  the  queen  and  other 
especial  good  lords  of  mine,  I  have  given  it  to 
the  bearer  hereof  called  Master  John  Yotton, 
a  chaplain  of  the  queen's ;  nevertheless  in 
time  past  I  purposed  that  the  master  of  the 
college  should  have  had  it,  and  so  ere  long  to 
I  hope  he  shall,  wherefore  I  think  he  must 
take  possession,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  his 
coming;  wherefore  I  pray  you  make  him 
good  cheer ;  he  is  informed  that  it  should  be 
worth  an  hundred  shillings  by  year,  which  I 


believe  not:  I  think  it  dear  enough  (at}  forty 
shillings  by  year  ;  he  must  have  it  as  it  was 
had  before. 

Item,  this  day  I  understand  that  there  be 
come  letters  from  my  mother,  and  you,  ami 
Daubeney,  wherein  I  shall  send  you  answer 
when  I  have  seen  them. 

No  more  at  this  time,  for  within  this  three 
days  I  shall  let  you  have  knowledge  of 
matters. 

Written  the  17th  day  of  March. 

Whither  he  needeth  induction,  or  institu- 
tion, or  none,  I  wot  not;  if  it  need,  brother, 
ye  may  seal  any  such  thing  as  well  as  I. 
Master  Stephen  can  tell  all  such  things. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

London, 

Friday,  17th  of  March, 
1468.'  9E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXIII.— (LXXIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  311.) 

The  curiosity  of  this  letter  consists  in  the  cautions  given  by  W.  Paston  to  the  bailiff  for  the  »af.>  an 
conveyance  of  the  money,  and  in  his  attention  to  the  good  keeping  of  his  horse  llayani.     William 
f.rother  to  John  1'aston,  and  uncle  to  Sir  John,  and  probably  wrote  this  letter  in  the  reign  of  ! 
IV.     Kdward  IV.  was  in  Norfolk  in  U6H,  and  again  in  1474. 

To  the  bailiff  of  Mautby. 


MASTER  bailiff  I  recommend  me  unto  you; 

praying  you  that  ye  will  send  me  by  William 

Cocks,  bearer  hereof,  four  nobles  in  gold,  put 

into  the  same  box  that  this  bill  is  in  as  though 

it  were  evidence,  for  I  have  told  the  mes- 

r  that  he  should  bring  me  nothing  but 

:    r  he  is  in  a  manner  departing  out 

<>t'   my    service,    wherefore    I    would    not    he 

so  much  of  my  miii^el,  and  as  for  the 

M  ye  should   keep   it  till  I 

come  myself. 


And  if  Ray.ird  be  unsold,  I  pray  you  let 

him  be  made  fat  against  tin-  into 

the  country,  whatsoever  I  pay  fur  the  keeping 
of  him,  and  I  shall  weet  how  goo  : 
I   shall    be    myself  at    my    mm  in-    int 
country,  by  the  '•,  who  h.i\  • 

in  keeping.      Written  at  Hevcningham. 

Hy  your  W  M.I.I  \ 
Ileveningham.  Suffolk, 

.  9  K.  IV. 
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LETTER    CCLXI V.— (XXI V.  vol.  ii.  p.  1 1 .) 

Before  the  invention  of  printing,  the  number  of  writers  and  copiers  was  very  great ;  most  monasteries  and 
religions  houses  having  an  office  called  a  scriptorium,  wherein  several  writers  were  almost  constantly 
employed  in  copying  books  on  various  subjects,  missals  and  books  of  psalms,  &c.  richly  and  elegantly 
adorned  with  illuminations,  &c.  Men  of  fortune  and  learning  likewise  occasionally  employed  copiers  to 
transcribe  books  for  their  libraries.  W.  Ebesham  was  one  of  those  who  pursued  this  employment  and 
wrote  a  good  hand;  he  complains  of  poverty,  and  petitions  to  have  his  account  discharged.  One  of  the 

:-  articles  in  the  bill  is  dated  30th  of  October,  1468,  8  E.  IV.:  what  follows  therefore  was  done  after  that  day  ; 
so  that  perhaps  the  bill  was  not  delivered,  nor  this  letter  written,  before  the  next  year,  1469. 

To  my  most  worshipful  master.  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


MY  most  worshipful  and  most  special  master, 
with  all  my  service  most  lowly  I  recommend 
(me)  unto  your  good  mastership,  beseeching 
you  most  tenderly  to  see  me  somewhat  re- 
warded for  my  labour  in  the  great  book 
which  I  wrote  unto  your  said  good  master- 
ship ;  I  have  oftentimes  written  to  Pampyng, 
according  to  your  desire,  to  inform  you  how 
I  have  laboured  in  writings  for  you,  and  I 
see  well  he  spake  not  to  your  mastership  of 
it  ;  and  God  knoweth  I  lie  in  sanctuary  1  at 
great  costs  and  amongst  right  unreasonable 
askers. 

I  moved  this  matter  to  Sir  Thomas  (Lewis) 
lately,  and  he  told  me  he  would  move  your 
mastership  therein,  which  Sir  Thomas  de- 
sired me  to  remember  well  what  I  have  had 
in  money  at  sundry  times  of  him. 

(Then  comes  the  account,  as  stated  more  at 
large  in  the  following  bill.) 

And  in  especial  I  beseech  you  to  send  me 
for  alms  one  of  your  old  gowns,  which  will 
countervail  much  of  the  premises  I  wot  well  ; 
and  I  shall  be  yours  while  I  live,  and  at 
your  commandment;  I  have  greatly  missed* 
of  it  God  knows,  whom  I  beseech  preserve 
you  from  all  adversity  ;  I  am  somewhat  ac- 
quainted with  it. 

Your  very  man, 

WM.  EBESHAM. 

About  1469, 


Following  appeareth,  parcelly,  divers  and 
sundry  manner  of  writings,  which  I,  William 
Ebesham,  have  written  for  my  good  and 


1  Why  he  was  in  sanctuary  I    know  not,  but  it 
appears  that  it  was  expensive  being  there.     [Most 
likely  for  debt.] 

2  [Gretc  myst  in  orig.    Probably  great  ivant.'] 


worshipful   master,   Sir   John    Pastori,    and 

what  money  I  have  received,  and  what  is 

unpaid.3 

"  First,  I  did  write  to  his  mastership  a   *.     d. 
little  book  of  physic,  for  which  I 
had  paid  by  Sir  Thomas  Lewis,  in 
Westminster 20 

"  Item,  I  had  for  the  writing  of  half 

the  Privy  Seal,  of  Pampyng     .      .  8 

"  Item,  for  the  writing  of  the  said 
whole  Privy  Seal,4  of  Sir  Thomas  .  2 

"  Item,  I  wrote  eight  of  the  witnesses  5 
in  parchment  but  after  14</.  a- 

?iece,  for  which  I  was  paid  of  Sir 
'homas 10 

"  Item,  while  my  said  master  was  over 
the  sea  in  midsummer  term,  Calle 
set  me  at  work  to  write  two  times 
the  Privy  Seal  in  paper,  and  then 
after  clearly  in  parchment  ...  4  8 

And  also  I  wrote  at  the  same  time  one 
more  of  the  longest  witnesses,  and 
other  diverse  and  necessary  writings, 
for  which  he  promised  me  10*. 
(whereof  I  had  of  Calle  but  4s.  8rf.) 
due5s4</.  , 


Carried  forward . 


5     4 
2*     4 


3  We  are  here  furnished  with  a  curious  account  of 
the  expenses  attending  the  transcribing  of  books  pre- 
vious to  the  noble  art  of  printing.     At  this  time  the 
common  wages  of  a  mechanic  were,  with  diet,  4rf.,  and 
without  diet  54<£.   or  6d.  a  day  ;  we  here  see  that  a 
writer  received  2d.  for  writing  a  folio  leaf,  three  of 
which  he  could  with  ease  finish  in  a  day,  and  I 
should  think  that  many  quick  writers  at  tliat  time 
would  fill  four,  five,  or  even  six  in  a  day :  if  so,  the 
pay  of  these  greatly  exceeded  that  of  common  handi- 
craft men. 

4  Some  grant,  or  other  matter,  which  was  to  pass 
the  Privy  Seal. 

5  The  depositions  of  witnesses. 
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Brought  forward     .      .      .      .24 
(  Item,  I  received  of  Sir  Thomas  at 
Westminster  30th   October,1   8  E. 
IV.  1468 3 

•  Item,    I    did   write    two    quires   of 
paper  of  witnesses,  every  quire  con- 
taining 14  leaves  after  2//.  a  leaf    . 

'  Item,  as  to  the  Great  Book  :— *  .      . 

•  First,  for  writing  of  the  Coronation  ; 
and  other  Treatises  of  Knighthood,  in 
that  quire   which    containeth   a    13 
leaves  and  more,  1(1.  a  leaf. 

Item,  for  the  Treatise  of  War  in 
four  hooks,  which  containeth  60 
leaves,  after  Itl.  a  leaf  .... 
Item,  for  Othea,3  an  epistle,  which 
containeth  43  leaves  .... 


48 


22 


10 


Carried  forward   .      . 


7     2 


.     51     8 


1  This  exactly  ascertains  the  date  of  this  receipt  to 
bethe  soth  of  October,  1468.  8  E.IV. 

'-'  This  Great  Book  seems  to  have  contained  various 
treatises. 

:l  Othea  means  a  Treatise  on  Wisdom. 

*  I'e  Keir'tmine  Priucipum.— A  Treatise  Concerning 
the  (Jovernment  of  Princes,  and  by  l>ein<;  written  for 
a  penny  each  leaf,  I  suppose  it  was  in  quarto. 

»  This  either  means  ornamenting  the  whole  with 
red  capital  letters,  or  writing  the  heads  of  the  several 

ir  chapters  in  red  letters.  [IbMdknif.] 
1'nd  p'<>  m"  libro  script'  xxvij*  eu' din'  chal." 
This  in  the  original  follows  "Sum*  nonsol.41s.  }A» 

The  follow  in-,'  account  of  payments  for  writing,  &c. 

isextracted  Iron  an  original  quarto  MS.  in  the  editor's 

—  ion.  con:ainin«,'    the    various  expenses   of  Sir 

John     Howard,   knight,   of  Stoke   by   Nayland,  in 

Suffolk,  (afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk). 

Item  the  vijib  yere  of  Kyii^e  Kdward  yp  iiijth  and 
y1'  xx\iij  day  of  July  ( 1  M>~).  My  mast'  rekeued  wt 
Thomas  Lympnor  of  Bury,  and  my  mast'  peid  hym — 

.«.    d. 

For  viij  hole  vynets,*  p'se  ye  vynett  xij'1  .  viij 
It'",  for  xxj  di  'vynets,  p'se  y'1  di  vynett.  iiij'1  vij 
If  for  Psalmes  lettres,  xv1 1  and  di,  V  p' 

C  iiij'l *    ti 

Carried  forward     .      .   xx     ij 


•  Borders,  flowers,  or  nourishes  at  the  \>c: 
•n  l«>ok,  chapter,  ,\.c. — '\  i-_'n 
t  xvc  and  il:  in  half. 


*.      d. 

Brought  forward  ....     51     8 
"  Item,  for  the  Challenges  and  the  Act* 

of  Arms,  which  is  28  leaves      ..48 
"  Item,  for  De  Regimine  Principum,4 
which  coutaineth  45  leaves,  after  1 
penny  a  leaf,  which  it  is  right  well 

worth 39 

"  Item,  for  rubrishing3  of  all  the  book     3     4 


63     5 


Sum  received 
Sum  unpaid 


Sum  total. 


£.   *.  d. 

<>     22  4 

0      11  1« 

3     3  5 


WILLIAM  Ei,. 


».    d. 

Brought  forward     .     .  xx     ij 

It'  for  p'ms  lettres,  lxiijc,J  p'se  of  a  Cj>>  .    .       v    ij 
It'  for  wrytynge  of  a  quare  and  ill,  p'se  yc 

quayr  xx*1 ij    \  i 

It'  for  wrytynge  of  a  Calender      ....  xij 

It'  for  iij  quayres  of  velym,  p'se  yc  quayr 

xx«l \ 

It'^or  notyn^e  of  v  quayres  and  ij    !•• 

p'se  of  y°  qu&yr}  viHj iij  vij 

It'     for  capital  "drawynge  iijc  and     dT    y« 

P'SP '     .  iij 

It'  for  floryshytiire  of  capytallis  vc    ...  %• 

It'forbyndynyeofy6  bokeil xij 

The  wyclie  p'cellis  my  mastr  paid  h>    yi» 

day  and  he  is  content 1     ij 

This  is  nn  account  of  a  limner  or    illuminator  of 
manuscripts,  who  re.-ided  at  Uiuy. 


J  lxiijc-6300. 

\  A  quire  of  vellum  from  this  .-ntry  seems  to  con 
sist   of  four  leaves,    and  his    reo  '    for 

notini;  two  leaves  mi^ht  be  a< vomited  Tor,  by  t: 
leaf  not  beinsj  full  :  the  drawing  and  fl 
the  raj>ital  letters  8eei;i- 

.  ap^-ars  a  j;re:it  prwefbt  bindini;  a  book,  but 
it  is  so  Staled  in  the  original  .. 
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LETTER  CCLXV.— (LXXX.  vol.  iv.  p.  313.) 

The  reader  cannot  help  being  interested  in  the  family  scenes  here  laid  before  him ;  the  pleasure  his  mother 
expresses  at.  her  son's  engagement,  and  the  good  and  prudent  advice  she  gives  him  relative  to  his  marriage 
shows  her  anxiety  for  his  future  happiness.  The  desire  which  she  has  to  have  her  daughter  (Margery,  I 
suppose)  introduced  into  the  family  of  some  noble  lady,  shows  her  concern  for  her  education,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  hints  at  their  not  being  comfortable  together.  The  handsome  character  given  of  Sir  John 
Faslon  by  my  Lord  Scales,  and  repeated  to  him  by  his  mother,  shows  her  satisfaction  at  hearing  so  good  a 
report  of  him. 

To  Sir  John  Paston. 

I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  blessing 
and  mine,  thanking  you  for  my  seal  that  ye 
sent  me,  but  1  am  right  sorry  that  ye  did  so 
great  cost  thereupon,  for  one  of  forty  pence 
should  have  served  me  right  well ;  send  me 
word  what  it  cost  you  and  I  shall  send  you 
money  therefor;  1  sent  you  a  letter  by  a 
man  of  Yarmouth,  send  me  word  if  ye  have  it, 
for  1  marvel  ye  sent  me  none  answer  thereof 
by  Juddy. 

I  have  none  very  (certain,  or  true)  know- 
ledge of  your  insurance  (engagement),  but  if 
ye  be  insured,  I  pray  God  send  you  joy  and 
worship  together,  and  so  I  trust  ye  shall  have 
if  it  be  as  it  is  reported  of  her;1  and  anemps 
(before')  God  ye  are  as  greatly  bound  to  her 
as  ye  were  married,  and  therefore  I  charge 
you  upon  my  blessing  that  ye  be  as  true  to 
her  as  she  were  married  unto  you  in  all  de- 
grees, and  ye  shall  have  the  more  grace  and 
the  better  speed  in  all  other  things. 

Also  I  would  that  ye  should  not  be  too 
hasty  to  be  married  till  ye  were  sure  of  your 
livelihood,  for  ye  must  remember  what  charge 
ye  shall  have,  and  if  ye  have  not  to  maintain 
it  it  will  be  a  great  rebuke;  arid  therefore 
labour  that  ye  may  have  releases  of  the  lands, 
and  be  in  more  surety  of  your  land  or  than 
(before)  ye  be  married. 

The  Duchess  of  Suffolk8  is  at  Ewelm,  in 
Oxfordshire,  and  it  is  thought  by  your  friends 
here,  that  it  is  done  that  she  might  be  far  and 
out  of  the  way,  and  the  rather  feign  excuse 
because  of  age  or  sickness  if  that  the  king 
would  send  for  her  for  your  matters. 

Your  enemies  be  as  bold  here  as  they  were 


1  Who  the  lady  is  does  not  appear  in  this  letter, 
but  it  most  probably  meant  Anno  llault- 

2  Alice,  widow  of  William  do  la  Pole,  Duke  of 
Suftblk,   was    the    daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Chaucer,  Esq.  of  Ewelm,  and  grand-daughter  of  our 
famous  poet,  Geoll'rey  Chaucer. 

VOL.    U. 


before,  wherefore  I  cannot  think  but  that  they 
have  some  comfort  ;3  1  sent  to  Caister  that  they 
should  be  wary4  in  keeping  of  the  place  as  ye 
did  write  to  me  ;  haste  you  to  speed  your 
matters  as  speedily  as  ye  can  that  ye  may  have 
less  fellowship  at  Caister,  for  the  expenses  arid 
costs  be  great,  and  ye  have  no  need  thereof, 
and  [</']  ye  remember  you  well  what  charges  ye 
have  beside,  and  how  your  livelihood  is  de- 
spoiled and  wasted  by  your  adversaries. 

Also  I  would  ye  should  purvey  for  your 
sister5  to  be  with  my  Lady  of  Oxford,6  or  with 
my  Lady  of  Bedford7  or  in  some  other  wor- 
shipful place  whereas  ye  think  best,  and  I 
will  help  to  her  rinding,  for  we  be  either  of  us 
weary  of  other ;  I  shall  tell  you  more  when  I 
speak  with  you  ;  I  pray  you  do  your  devyr 
(endeavour)  herein  as  ye  will  my  comfort  and 
welfare  and  your  worship,  for  divers  causes 
which  ye  shall  understand  afterward,  £c. 

I  spake  with  the  Lord  Scales  at  Norwich, 
and  thanked  him  for  the  good  lordship  that  he 
had  showed  to  you,  and  desired  his  lordship 
to  be  your  continual  good  lord;  and  he 
swore  by  his  troth  he  would  do  that  he  might 
do  for  you,  and  he  told  me  that  Yelverton 
the  justice  had  spoken  to  him  in  your  matter, 
but  he  told  me  not  what ;  but  I  trow  and  (</) 
ye  desired  him  to  tell  you  he  would.  Ye  are 
beholden  to  my  lord  of  his  good  report  of  you 


3  [Comfort  is  here  meant  for  support.'] 

*  [Fenn  translates  bewarv.     In  orig.  be  war.] 

5  This  was  most  probably  Margery  Paston,  with 
whom  the  whole  family  were  very  soon  after    the 
writing  of  this  letter  so"  much  displeased  for  having 
without  their  consent  contracted  herself  in  marriago 
to  Richard  Calle. 

6  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of    Sir  John  Howard, 
knight,  and  widow  of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford. 

''  ,(aqueline,the  widow  of  John  Plantagenet,  Duke 
of  Bedford,  was  at  this  time  tire  wife  of  Richard 
Widville,  Earl  Rivers,  by  whom  she  was  the  mother 
of  Anthony  Widville,  Lord  Scales,  the  noblfinaii 
mentioned  in  this  letter  :  she  died  in  1472. 


IS 
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in  this  country,  for  he  reported  letter  of  you 
than  I  trow  ye  deserve.  I  felt  by  him  that 
there  hath  been  proffered  him  large  proffers 
on  your  adversaries'  part  again  you. 

Send  me  word  as  hastily  as  ye  may  after 
the  beginning  of  the  term  how  ye  have  sped 
in  all  your  matters,  for  I  shall  think  right 
long  till  I  hear  some  good  tidings. 

Item,  I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  the 
good  ^master1  that  ye  gave  to  the  chapel  of 
Caister,  and  thank  him  for  the  great  cost  that 
he  did  on  me  at  Norwich  ;  and  if  I  were  a 
great  lady  he  should  understand  that  he 
should  fare  the  better  for  me,  for  me  seemeth 
by  his  demeaning  he  should  be  right  a  good 
man. 


Item,  I  send  you  the  ouch8  with  the  dia- 
mond, by  the  bearer  hereof.  I  pray  you  Ibr- 
get  not  to  send  me  a  kerscbe  of  cr'melle3  for 
neckerchiefs  for  your  sister  Anne,  for  I  am 
schent  (blamed')  of  the  good  lady  that  s 
with  because  she  hath  none,  and  I  can  none 
get.  in  all  this  town. 

I  should  write  more  to  you  but  for  lack  of 
leisure ;    God  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 
send   you    good  speed  in  all   your   matters. 
Written  in  haste  on  Easter  Monday. 
By  your  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Monday, 
3d  of  April.  1469. 
0  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCLXVI.— (LXXXI.  vol.  iv.  p.  3 19.) 

Edward  IV.  came  into  Norfolk  in  the  spring  of  the  year  in  1469.    We  see  the  desire  which  noblemen  had  to 
he  honourably  attended  on  such  occasions,  and  the  interest  they  employed  to  procure  a 
when  they  came  to  meet  their  sovereign.     Jolm  P;iston  in  this  case  applied  to  the  lady  to  tind  out  1 
band's  intentions,  and  it  appears  that  his  application  was  successful. 

To  Master  Sir  John  Paston. 


SIR,  I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  my  Lord 
Scales's  good  lordship,  and  to  let  him  weet 
that  in  like  wise  as  his  lordship  gave  me  in 
commandment  I  have  inquired  what  the  gen- 
tleman's answer  was  that  my  Lord  of  Nor- 
folk sent  to  await  upon  him  at  the  king's  r.nii- 
ing  into  this  country ;  his  answer  was  to  my 
Lord  of  Norfolk's  messenger,  that  lie  had  pro- 
mised my  Lord  Scales  to  await  upon  him  at 
the  same  season,  and  inasmuch  as  lie  had 
promised  my  Lord  Scales,  he  would  not  false 
liis  promise  for  no  man  on  live  (alive).  I 
found  the  mean*  that  the  said  gentleman's 
wife  moved  her  husband  with  t  he  same  matter 


1  Dr.  John  Yotton.  to  whom  Sir  Jolm  1'astou   hud 
fivcn  the  chapel  in  (/.ii*ier  in  1468. 

*  An  oucli  is  ;i  e.dhrof  t,'old,  formerly  worn  by 
women  :  ;i  irold  button,  s.-i  with  I 
wise  so  call'-d,  and  that  m»-,t  probabh 
iii'-M   here   mentioned  to   lie  sent  to  Sir  John  by  his 

•ippose   it    was   iatri. 
•:  .thed  bride. 

:    cr'niflle.    pi-rhaps    in.-a!i- 

chief  of  cn-mell.  crewel  or    wor>:  : •  into 

lor  her  daughter  A. 
.  with  some  i  .  i-nce 

1'or  education  and  board. 


as  though  she  had  asked  him  of  her  own  head, 
.  and  he  told  her  that  he  hud  given  this  answer; 
this  gentleman  is  Sir  William  Calthorpe.4 
but  I  pray  you  tell  my  Lord  Scales  that  yc 
understand  not  who  it  is,  for  he  prayed  me  to 
be  secret  therein. 

I  pray  with  all  my  heart  hie  you  home   in 
haste,  for  we  think  long  till  ,  i.id  I 

pray  you  send  me  word  whether  ye  shall    he 
made  ;i  Chrutian*  m.m  ere  ye  come  him. 
not  ;  and  if  so  he  that  ye  send  any  m;in  i 
hastily,  I   pr;iy  you  send  me   an  hat"  and   a 
bonnet  by  the  same  man,  and  let  him   bring 
the    hat   upon    his  head    for   (fear  of) 


1  Sir  Willi.-im  Calthorpe,   knight.  ha-: 
Sheriff  of   Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  both  in  this  :md  th- 
preceding    reL'ti,   and  died    very   old    in    11'.' I.     Hi,- 

I'.li/jilx'th.   daughter   and  i 
<.f  Sir  Mi'.->  Stapleton,  knight,  of  Iui;ham. 

•!iis  nii'an  that  Sir  John  !'•-• 
chri-'..  :-s  .s.mii-wh.it  extraordinary, 

what'  Ul<m   not.   unless  we    may 

infer  from  this  expression  an  entrance  into  some  re- 

j.roof  ofthe  early  introduc.. 

hats;  and -I    i  •>>at  hi<  might  not  be  put 

out  of  shape,  U  worthy  a  beau  of  th> 
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fashioning  of  it;  I  have  need  to  both,  for  I  may 
not  ride  nor  go  out  at  the  doors  with  none  that 
I  have,  they  be  so  lewd  (shabby} ;  a  murrey 
bonnet,  and  a  black  or  a  tawney  hat ;  and  God 


send  you  your  desire ;  written  at  Caister,  the 
7th  day  of  April.  Your 

Caister,  Friday,  JoilN  PASTON. 

7th  of  April,  1469.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCLXVII.— (LXXXII.  vol.  iv.  p.  323.) 


A  copy  of  this  and  the  following  letter  are  written  upon  the  same  piece  of  paper,  but  without  signature  or 
address.  The  following  memorandum  on  the  back  of  the  paper,  however,  ascertains  both.  ' '  Copea  Literz  Dai 
de  Scales  ad  concilia  Due  Norff  et  alijs  (a/ros)  in  favore  J.  Paston  mil.  eo  quod  maritaret  Cognatfi  suam  Anna 


Hawte."  The  contents  of  these  letters  sufficiently  ascertain  the  advantages  arising  from  forming  connexions 
with  families  of  consequence ;  no  sooner  was  an  alliance  proposed,  but  both  the  lather  and  son  take  Sir 
John  Paston  and  his  affairs  under  their  protection  ;  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  counsel  (of  which  Lord  Scales 
was  one)  were  immediately  to  take  care  that  no  further  injuries  were  to  be  committed  upon  his  property,  and 
the  servants  and  dependants  of  these  powerful  noblemen  are  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  give  him  every 
assistance.  This  marriage  never  took  effect,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  affair  is  several  times  mentioned, 
serves  only  to  involve  it  in  mystery.  It  appears  here  that  the  lady's  connexions  were  great,  and  that  she 
must  have  been  nearly  related  to  the  queen. 


WORSHIPFUL  and  my  right  good  friend,  I 
commend  me  to  you;  arid  whereas  I  am 
informed  that  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  pretendeth 
title  to  certain  lands  of  Sir  John  Paston's 
which  were  late  of  Sir  John  Fastolf,  it  is  said 
that  by  the  commandment  and  supportation 
of  my  said  lord  certain  his  servants  felleth 
wood,  maketh  great  waste,  and  distrained  the 
tenants  of  the  said  Lands,  to  the  great  damage 
of  the  said  Sir  John  Paston  and  his  said 
tenants ;  and  also  that  my  said  lord  intendeth 
to  enter  certain  places  of  the  same ;  and  foras- 
much as  marriage  is  fully  concluded  betwixt 
the  said  Sir  John  Paston  and  one  of  my  nearest 
kinswomen,  I  doubt  not  that  your  reason 
well  conceiveth  that  nature  must  compel  me 
the  rather  to  show  my  good  will,  assistance, 
and  favour  unto  the  said  Sir  John  in  such 
things  as  concern  his  inheritance ;  and 
because  I  am  one  of  my  said  lord's  counsel, 
and  must  and  will  tender  his  honour,  I 
heartily  pray  you  that  it  may  like  you  to 


advertise  and  advise  my  said  lord  and  yours 
that  all  such  entries,  felling  of  wood,  distrain- 
ing of  tenants,  and  all  such  matters  like, 
touching  the  said  lands  or  any  part  of  them, 
be  ceased  unto  such  time  as  -a  reasonable 
mean  may  be  found  by  my  said  lord's 
counsel,  my  lord  my  father's,  and  other  cousins 
and  friends  of  my  said  kinswoman  this  next 
term,  as  may  be  to  my  said  lord's  honour,  and 
and  to  the  saving  of  the  right  title  of  the  said 
Sir  John  Paston. 

Over  this  I  pray  you  that  ye  will  inform 
my  good  friend  James  Hobart  of  the  premisses, 
that  he  may  advertise  my  said  lord  in  like- 
wise ;  and  that  ye  will  give  credence  unto 
William  Paston,  and  I  shall  be  well  willed 
to  do  that  may  be  to  your  pleasure,  with 
God's  mercy. 

From  Westminster,  the  10th  day  of  April. 
SCALES. 

Westminster,  Monday,  ICth  of  April, 
1469.    9  E.1V. 


LETTER  CCLXVIIL- 
RIGHT  trusty  and  well-beloved,  I  greet  you 
well ;  and  forasmuch  as  a  marriage  is  fully 
concluded  betwixt  Sir  John  Paston  and  my 
right  near  kinswoman  Hawte,  I  will  that  ye 
and  all  other  my  servants  and  tenants  under- 
stand that  my  lord  my  father,  and  I,  must 
of  nature  and  reason  show  unto  him  our  good 
assistance  and  favour  in  such  matters  as  he 
shall  have  a  do ;  wherefore  I  pray  you 
heartily  that  ye  will  take  the  labour  to  come 
to  Norwich  to  commune  with  William  Paston, 


(LXXXIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  325.) 

and  to  give  credence  unto  him  in  such 
matters  as  he  shall  inform  you  of  mine  intent, 
arid  of  certain  persons  with  whom  ye  shall 
commune  by  the  advice  of  the  said  William 
Paston,  of  such  matters  as  touch  the  said  Sir 
John  Paston,  praying  you  to  tender  this  matter 
as  ye  would  do  mine  own. 

From  Westminster,  the  10th  day  of  April. 

Westminster,  SCALES. 

Mondav,  10th  of  April,  14G9. 
9  IS.  IV. 

c  2 
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LETTER  CCLXIX.— (LXXXIV.  vol.  Jv.  p.  327.) 

This  letter  must  have  been  written  in  14f,9,  as  the  tlianks  to  his  brother  here  given  by  Sir  Jolm  Paston 
related  to  his  proper  and  spirited  conduct  at  Caister  Place..  His  attention  to  whose  racceM  in  his  marriage, 
with  the  daughter  of  Lady  lloleyn  shows  liis  good  nature,  and  his  brotherly  regard  for  him  ;  and  the 
advice  which  he  gives  him,"  mpemg  his  behaviour  both  to  the  lady  and  her  daughter,  shows  Sir  John  t<> 
be  a  man  who  not  only  knew  the  world,  but  likewise  one  who  understood  the  passions  and  preju.: 
individuals.  lie  seemed  to  think  too  that  a  handsome  young  man  could  not  fail  of  pleading  his  own  cause 
successfully  with  a  young  lady.  Sir  Godfrey,  or  Sir  Jeflery  lloleyn,  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  about 
1457  or  14.')R.  He  died  in  1461,  leaving  Anne',  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ixird  Hoo  and  Hastings,  his  widow, 
by  whom  he  had  three  daughters.  Isabel,  Anne,  and  Alice  ;  the  last  of  these  was  the  lady  to  whom  J  ! 
wished  to  pay  his  addresses,  and  who  afterwards  married  Sir  John  Fortescue,  knight.  "The  elder  married 
William  Cheyoey,  Ksq.,  and  tlie  other  became,  the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Heydon,  of  Haconsthorp,  knight,  and 
all  were  great  aunts  to  Queeu  Anna  Holey  n,  the  mother  of  our  sovereign  Elizabeth. 

To  my  brother,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  verily  well-beloved 
brother,!  heartily  commend  me  to  you,  thank- 
ing you  of  your  labour  and  diligence  that  ye 
have  in  keeping  of  my  place  at  Caister  so 
surely,  both  with  your  heart  and  mind,  to 
your  great  business  and  trouble  ;  and  I  again 
ward  have  had  so  little  leisure  that  I  have  riot 
sped  but  few  of  your  errands,  nor  cannot 
before  this  time. 

As  for  my  Lady  Boleyn's  disposition  to 
you  ward,  I  cannot,  in  no  wise  find  her  agree- 
able that  ye  should  have  her  daughter  for 
all  the  privy  means  that  I  could  make,  inso- 
much 1  had  so  little  comfort  by  all  the  means 
that  I  could  make  that  I  disdained  in  mine 
own  person  to  commune  witli  her  therein  ; 
nevertheless  I  understand  that  she  sayeth, 
"  what  if  he  and  she  can  agree  I  will  not  let  it, 
but  I  will  never  advise  her  thereto  in  no 
wise."  And  upon  Tuesday  last  past  she  rode 
home  into  Norfolk  ;  wherefore  as  ye  think  ye 
may  find  the  mean  to  speak  with  her  yourself, 
for  without  that  in  mine  conceit  it  will  not 
be;  and  as  for  Crosby,  I  understand  not  that 
there  is  no  marriage  concluded  between  them, 


nevertheless  there  is  great  language  that  it  is 
like  to  be ;  ye  be  personable,  and,  peradventure, 
your  being  once  in  the  sight  of  the  maid,  and  a 
little  discovering  of  your  good  will  to  her,  bind- 
ing her  to  keep  it  secret,  and  that  ye  can  find  in 
your  heart  with  some  comfort  [gupport]  of  her 
to  find  the  mean  to  bring  such  a  matter  about 
as  shall  be  her  pleasure  and  yours,  but  that 
this  ye  cannot  do  without  some  comfort  of 
her  in  no  wise  ;  and  bear  yourself  as  lowly  to 
the  mother  as  ye  list,  but  to  the  maid  not  too 
lowly,  nor  that  ye  be  too  glad  to  speed,  nor 
too  sorry  to  fail;  and  I  always  shall  be  your 
herald  both  here,  if  she  come  hither,  and  at 
home  when  I  come  home,  which  I  hope  hastily, 
within  forty  days  at  the  farthest;  my  mother 
hath  a  letter  which  can  tell  you  more,  and  ye 
may  let  Daubeney  see  it. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

I  supiH)se  and  (if)  ye  call  well  upon  H. 
Calle  he  shall  purvey  you  money.  1  have 
written  to  him  enough. 

London,  April, 
1469.     9  K    IV. 


LETTER    CCLXX.— (LXXXV.  vol.  iv.  p.  331.) 

Tins  curious  letter  furnishes  us  with  the  solemn   declarations  of  a  sick  man  on  his  death-bed,    relative  to  the 
authenticity  of  th«  will  of  Sit  Jolm  Fas-toll',  which  was  proved  by  John  Paston,  and  which  was   i 

not  to  have  been  the  real  will  of  that  kni.-ht.     The    l':i<t<Mis  hud  'many  long  and  exj«- 

which  were  nut  finished    either  in  the   life  time  of  John  1'aston  or  in  that  of  his  s  >n  Sir  John 

H  of  a  priest,  ami  a  man  of  learning   and  eh' 
•.••d,  must   ha\e  had  great   weight  in  clearing  the   character  of  J.  Paston  from   r! 

they  came  i;  i    Friu  Mowth  or  Mow-l.:,  *ho  was  a  brother  of  con- 

sequence  in  the  monastery  at  Norwich  (see  I/etter  xxix.  p.  L'i'i. 

John  /Wo//,  to  hi*  brother  Sir  J.  / 

Vin.j.lc.'w  it  you  to  wcct  that  my  mother  and    I    to  understand  what  his  >..i\  in^  shall  be  in  the 
1   this   day  with    Friar    Mow^-ht,    |    court   when  he  conn-th  un  to    I^ndon.  which 
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is  in  this  wise  :  he  sayeth  that  at  such  time  as 
he  had  shriven  Master  Brackley1  and  how- 
selled  him  both,  he  let  him  weet  that  he  was 
informed  by  divers  persons  that  the  said 
Master  Brackley  ought  for  to  be  in  great 
conscience  for  such  tilings  as  he  had  done 
and  said,  and  caused  my  father,  whom  God 
assoil,  for  to  do  and  say,  also,  in  proving  of 
Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will  ;  to  whom  the  said 
Master  Brackley  answered  thus  again  ;  "  I  am 
right  glad  that  it  cometh  to  you  in  mind  for 
to  move  me  with  this  matter  in  discharging  of 
my  conscience  against  God;''  saying  further- 
more to  the  said  Friar  Mowght,  by  the  way 
that  his  soul  should  to,  that  the  will  that 
my  father  put  into  the  court  was  as  verily 
Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will  as  it  was  true  that  he 
should  once  die.  This  was  said  on  the  Sun- 
day when  the  said  Brackley  wend  (thought) 
to  have  died  then  ;  on  the  Monday  he  revived 
again,  and  was  well  amended  till  on  the  Wed- 
nesday, and  on  the  Wednesday  he  sickened 
again,  supposing  to  have  died  forthwith,  and 
in  his  sickness  he  called  Friar  Mowght,  which 
was  confessor  unto  him,  of  his  own  motion, 
saying  unto  him  in  this  wise,  "Sir,  whereas 
of  your  owii  motion  ye  moved  me  the  last 
day  to  tell  you  after  my  conscience  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf  swill  likewise  as  I  knew;  and 
now  of  mine  own  motion,  and  in  discharging 
of  my  soul,  for  I  know  well  that  I  may  not 
escape  but  that  I  must  die  in  haste,  wherefore 
I  desire  you  that  (you)  will  report  after  my 
death  that  I  took  it  upon  my  soul  at  my 
dying  that  that  will  that  John  Pastori  put  in 
to  be  proved  was  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will ;"  and 
the  said  Brackley  died  the  same  Wednesday. 


And  whereas  ye  would  have  had  Richard 
Calle  to  you  as  on  Sunday  last  past,  it  was  this 
Tuesday  ere  I  had  your  letter ;  and  whereas 
it  pleaseth  you  for  to  wish  me  at  Eltham,  at 
the  tourney,3  for  the  good  sight  that  was 
there,  by  truth  I  had  lever  (rather)  see  you 
once  in  Caister-hall  than  to  see  as  many 
king's  tourneys  as  might  be  betwixt  Eltham 
and  London. 

And,  Sir,  whereas  it  liketh  you  to  desire  to 
have  knowledge  how  that  I  have  done  with 
the  Lady  Boleyn,  by  my  faith  I  have  done  nor 
spoken  nought  in  that  matter,  nor  nought 
will  do  till  time  that  ye  come  home,  and  (if) 
ye  come  not  this  seven  year ;  notwithstanding 
the  Lady  Boleyn  was  in  Norwich  in  the  week 
after  Easter,  from  the  Saturday  till  the  Wed- 
nesday, and  Heydon's  wife  and  mistress  Alice 
both,  and  I  was  at  Caister  and  wist  not  of  it ; 
her  men  said  that  she  had  none  other  errand 
to  the  town  but  for  to  sport  her,  but  so  God 
help  me,  I  suppose  that  she  wend  (thought)  I 
would  have  been  in  Norwich  for  to  have  seen 
her  daughter.  I  beseech  you  with  all  my 
heart  hie  you  home  though  ye  should  tarry 
but  a  day,  for  I  promise  you  your  folk  think 
that  ye  have  forgotten  them,  and  the  most, 
part  of  them  must  depart  at  Whitsuntide  at 
the  furthest,  they  will  no  longer  abide ;  and 
as  for  R.  Calle  we  cannot  get  half  a  quarter 
the  money  that  we  pay  for  the  bare  household 
beside  men's  wages.  Daubeney  nor  I  may 
no  more  without  coinage. 

Your 

JOHN  PASTON. 

April,  UG9.    9  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXI.— (LXXXVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  335.) 

As  King  Edward  often  made  excursions,  and  by  his  insinuating  manner  and  address  conciliated  the  minds  of 
his  subjects,  and  induced  them  to  bestow  liberal  gifts  upon  him,  it  cannot  be  certainly  known  whether  this 
isit  to  Norwich  was  merely  to  raise  money,  or  whether,  having  intimations  of  the  discontent  of  the  Karl 
of  Warwick,  the  king  was  endeavouring  to  make  himself  popular,  the  better  to  encounter  and  defeat  any 
designs  of  that  nobleman.  His  manner  of  travelling,  his  attendants,  and  the  familiar  conversations  which 
are  drawn  m  this  letter  with  ease  and  precision,  interest  the  reader  as  well  as  delineate  the  manners  of  the 
times.  We  find  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  accompanied  the  king,  but  we  hear  nothing  of  the  Duke  of  Cla- 


1  The  meaning  of  this  is,  after  he  had  heard  hi.s 
confession  and  administered  the  extreme  sacrament 
to  Master  Brackley. 


2  Sir  John  Paston  is  said  to  have  been  the  kin«''i 
champion  at  this  tournament  at  Eltham. 
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rence;  he  most  probably  was  at  this  very  instant  with  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  forming  those  plans  which  soon 
after  fora  time  replaced  Henry  upon  the  throne. — Edward's  conversation  with  William  I't- 
tuinly  very  proper  and  becoming  a  kin^  desirous  that  justice  should  IKJ  done  according  to  the  . 
can  show  this  intention  more  strongly  than  the  following  words,  "  I  will  neither  treat  nor  siR-ak  for  him, 
.    but  I  will  let  the  law  proceed."     His  conversation  likewise  with  Brandon  was  bath  manly  and  spirited. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 

To  begin,  God  veld  (shield  or  preserve}  l  you 
for  my  hats.  The  king  hath  been  in  this 
country,  and  worshipfully  received  into  Nor- 
wich, and  had  right  good  cheer  and  great 
gifts  in  this  country,  wherewith  he  holdeth 
him  so  well  content  that  he  will  hastily  be 
here  again,  and  the  queen  also,  with  whom 
by  my  poor  advice  ye  shall  come,  if  so  be 
that  the  term  be  done  by  that  time  that  she 
come  into  this  country :  and  as  for  your 
matters  here,  so  God  help  me,  I  have  done  as 
much  as  in  me  was,  in  labouring  of  them,  as 
well  to  my  Lord  Rivers2  as  to  my  Lord  Scales,8 
Sir  John  Wydville,  Thomas  Wingfield  and 
others  about  the  king.  And  as  for  the  Lord 
Rivers,  he  said  to  my  uncle  William,  Fairfax, 
and  me,  that  he  should  move  the  king  to 
speak  to  the  two  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
that  they  should  leave  of  their  titles  of  such 
land  as  were  Sir  John  Fastolf  s,  and  if  so  be 
that  they  would  do  nought  at  the  king's  re- 
quest, that  then  the  king  should  command 
them  to  do  no  waste,  nor  make  none  assaults  nor 
frays  upon  your  tenants  nor  places,  till  such 
time  as  the  law  hath  determined  with  you  or 
against  you;  this  was  said  by  him  the  same 
day  in  the  morning  that  he  departed  at  noon  ; 
whether  he  moved  the  king  with  it  or  not  I 
cannot  say,  my  uncle  William  thinks  nay ; 
and  the  same  afternoon  following  I  told  my 
Lord  Scales  that  I  had  spoken  with  my  lord 
his  father  in  like  form  as  I  have  rehearsed, 
Mid  asked  him  whether  that  my  lord  his  father 
had  spoken  to  the  king  or  not.  and  he  gave 
me  this  answer,  that,  whether  he  h  i<l  sp -.-km 
to  the  king  or  not  tliat  the  matter  should  do 
well  enough. 


1  [Yrtd  is  rather  thank.     It  has  occurred  in   these 
\olume-*  already  more  than  oniv  in  that  H 

..•hard  Wydville.    Karl   Khers,    lather    to  the 
queen,  was  at  this  time  Ix>rd  Treasurer.      Th 

:i  and  his   eldest  son   Sir  .Mm   Wydville.  wore 
in  Anu-u-t  full-iwin^  Imtli  N-hea  !  ("ton, 

by  a  n<.t<nis  mob  headed  by  on^  Robert  of  1' 

3  Anthony  Wydvill.',  I.  nd  son 

to  the  1 


Thomas  Wingfield  told  me,  and  swore 
unto  me,  that  when  Brandon  moved  the  king, 
and  besought  him  to  show  my  lord  favour  in 
his  matters  against  you,  that,  the  king  said 
unto  him  again  "  Brandon,  though  thou 
canst  beguile  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  bring 
him  about  the  thumb  as  thou  list,  1  let  thee 
weet  thou  shalt  not  do  me  so ;  for  I  under- 
stand thy  false  dealing  well  on  >ugh."  And 
he  said  unto  him,  moreover,  that  if  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk  left  not  of  his  hold  of  that  matter 
that  Brandon  should  repent  it,  every  vein  in 
his  heart,  for  he  told  him  that  he  knew  well 
enough  that  he  might  rule  my  Lord  of  Norfolk 
as  he  would,  and  if  my  lord  did  anything 
that  were  contrary  to  his  laws,  the  king  told 
him  he  knew  well  enough  that  it  was  by  no- 
body's means  but  by  his,  and  thus  he  de- 
parted from  the  king. 

Item,  as  by  words,  the  Ix>rd  Scales  and 
Sir  John  Wydville  took  tender  your  matter* 
more  than  the  Lord  Rivers 

Item,  Sir  John  Wydville  told  me,  when 
he  was  on  horseback  at  the  king's  departing, 
that  the  king  had  commanded  Brandon  of 
purpose  to  ride  forth  from  Norwich  to  Lynn, 
for  to  take  a  conclusion  in  your  matter  for 
you  ;  and  he  bade  me  that  1  should  cast  no 
doubts  but  that  ye  should  have  your  i; 
and  so  did  the  Lord  Scales  also;  and  when 
that  I  prayed  them  at  any  time  to  show  their 
favour  to  your  matter,  they  answered  that  it 
was  their  matter  as  well  as  yours,  consul* 
the  alliance  betwixt  you.8 

Commune  with  Jakys  Hawte,  and  he  shall 
toll   you  what  language  was  spoken   !»••' 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  counsel,  and  him. 
me ;  it  is  too  long  to  write.   l>ut    I  j>r 
you  ye  are  beholden  to  Jak;> 
not  to  sjiuak. 

Item,  the  king  rode  through  Heylesdon 
Warren  towards  v  on,  and  Thomas 

Win0'field   prom:  ll  he   would   find 

*  This  refer*  to  the  contract  between  Sir  Join 
i  i.twte. 
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the  means  that  my  Lord  of  Gloucester,1  and 
himself  both  should  show  the  king  the  lodge3 
that  was  broken  down,  and  also  that  they 
would  tell  him  of  the  breaking  down  of  the 
place. 

Contrary  to  these  matters  and  all  the 
comfort  that  I  had  of  my  Lord  Scales,  Sir 
John  Wydville,  and  Thomas  Wingiield,  my 
uncle  William  saith  that  the  king  told  him 
(t/'iYA)  his  own  mouth,  when  he  had  ridden 
forth  by  the  lodge  in  Heylesdou  Warren,  that 
he  supposed  as  well  that  it  might  fall  down 
by  the  self  as  be  plucked  down,  for  if  it 
had  been  plucked  down  he  said  that  we 
might  have  put  in  our  bills  of  it  when 
Ins  judges  sat  on  the  oyer  and  determiner  in 
Norwich,  he  being  there ;  and  then  my  uncle 
saith  how  that  he  answered  the  king,  that  ye 
trusted  to  his  good  grace  that  he  should  set 
you  thorough  with  both  the  dukes  by  mean 
of  treaty,  and  he  saith  that  the  king  answered 
him  that  he  would  neither  treat  nor  speak  for 
you,  but  for  to  let  the  law  proceed,  and  so 
he  saith  that  they  departed ;  and  by  my  troth 
and  (//")  my  Lord  Treasurer  encourage  you  not 
more  than  he  did  us  here,  ye  shall  have  but 
easy  help  as  -on  that  party,  wherefore  labour 
your  matters  effectually,  for  by  my  troth  it  is 
needy ;  for,  for  all  their  words  of  pleasure, 
I  cannot  understand  what  their  labour  in  tin's 
country  hath  done  good,  wherefore  be  not 
over  swift  till  ye  be  sure  of  your  land,  but 
labour  sore  the  law,  for  by  my  troth  till  that 
be  passed  with  you  ye  get  but  easy  help  as  I 
can  understand. 

I  had  with  me  one  day  at  dinner  in  my 
mother's  place,  she  being  out,  the  Lord  Scales, 
Sir  John  Wydville,  Sir  John  Howard,  Nichol- 


as Howard,  John  of  Parr,  Thomas  Garnet, 
Festus  Cheyney,  Trussel  the  knight's  son, 
Thomas  Boleyn,  qua  propter  (i»  *Aor/.) 
Brampton,  Bernard,  and  Broom,  Perse  Howse, 
W.  Tonstal,  Lewis  de  Bretayl,  and  others, 
and  made  them  good  cheer,  so  as  they  held 
them  content. 

Item,  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  gave  Bernard, 
Broom,  nor  me  no  gowns  at  this  season, 
wherefore  I  awaited  not  on  him ;  notwith- 
standing I  offered  my  service  for  that  season 
to  my  lady,  but  it  was  refused,  I  wot  by  ad- 
vice ;  wherefore  I  purpose  no  more  to  do  so. 
As  for  Bernard,  Barney,  Broom,  and  W.  Cal- 
thorpeare  sworn  my  Lord  of  Gloucester's  men, 
but  I  stand  yet  at  large  notwithstanding  my 
Lord  Scales  spoke  to  me  to  be  with  the  king, 
but  I  made  no  promise  so  to  be,  for  I  told 
him  that  I  was  not  worth  a  groat  without 
you,  and  therefore  I  would  make  no  promise 
to  nobody  till  they  had  your  good  will  first, 
and  so  we  departed. 

It  was  told  me  that  there  was  out  a  privy 
seal  for  you  to  attend  upon  the  king  north- 
ward ;  and  if  it  be  so,  I  think  verily  it  is 
done  to  have  you  from  London  by  craft,  that 
ye  should  not  labour  your  matters  to  a  con- 
clusion this  term,  but  put  them  (in)  delay. 
I  pray  you  purvey  you  on  it  to  be  at  home 
as  soon  as  the  term  is  done,  for  by  God  I 
take  great  hurt  for  mine  absence  in  divers 
places,  and  the  most  part  of  your  men  at 
Caister  will  depart,  without  abode  and  (if)  ye 
be  not  at  home  within  this  fortnight.  I  pray 
you  bring  home  points  and  laces  of  silk  for 
you  and  me. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

14G9.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXII.— (LXXXVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  345.) 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  written,  "  pro  marritag.  intr  Rlcm  Call  and  Margram  Paston."  "  A  pleasant  Ire 
to  Sir  J.  Paston,  from  his  brother  J.  Paston,  wherein  the  stoutness  of  Sir  John  is  somewhat  declared  " 
The  stoutness,  or  rather  family  pride,  both  of  Sir  John  Paston  and  his  brother,  are  discovered  in  this  letter, 
in  the  behaviour  of  the  one  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  in  the  disdain  which  the  other  showed  to  the  idea 
of  his  sister's  marriage  with  a  person  in  trade.  Richard  Calle  has  been  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of 
these  letters,  and  he  seems  to  have  been  a  confidential  friend  of  the  family.  This,  however,  seems  in  the 
opinion  of  J.  Paston  by  no  means  to  have  been  sufficient  to  have  authorised  his  pretensions  to  become  the 
husband  of  his  sister.  [This,  however,  seems  strangely  in  contradiction  with  Letter  cclv.  p.  7,  where,  accord- 
ing to  Fenn,  Sir  John  had  agreed  to  the  marriage,  but  only  wished  it  deferred.]  We  here  see  the  origin  of 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  claim  to  Caiater  to  have  arisen  from  his  supposed  purchase  of  it  from  two  of  Sir 


1  Richard    Duke  of  Gloucester,  afterwards  King 
Richard  III. 


2  For  a  full  account  of  the  mischief  here  done,  see 
Letter  ccxxxviii.  vol.i.  p.  191.) 
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John  Fastolfs  executors  :  this  pi  aim  he  pursued,  and  in  a  few  months  after  the  writing  of  this  letter,  Ixv 
si<"_ri'd  the  place  in  form,  having  been,  I  presume,  refused  a  peaceable  en'ry  by  John  Past  on,  who  defended 
it  for  his  brother,  and  in  \vhich   defence  Da  ubeney  and  others  lost  their  "lives.     The  letter  is  enri  > 
written  in  such  an  easy  and  familiar  style  ns  greatly  to  interest  the  reader  in  its  contents,     I"  I' 
strangely  stuffed  with  the  needless  oaths,  which  were  too  customary  at   the  time.     Fenn  says  "  Daubeiiev 
and  others  lost  their  lives ;"  the  others  were  two  men  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  party.] 

To  Sir  John  Pastoa,  Knii/ht. 


SIR,  pi ease  th  it  to  understand,  that  I  conceive, 
l>y  your  letter  which  that  ye  sent  me  by  Juddy, 
that  ye  have  heard  of  Richard  Calle's  labour 

which  lie   maketh  by  our  ungracious  sister's 
assent,  but  whereat  they  write  that  they  have 
my  pood  will  therein,  savin-*  your  reverence, 
they  falsely  lie  of  it,  for  they  never  spake  to 
me  of  that  matter,  nor  none  other  body  in  their 
name.      Lovell  asked    me    once   a   question 
•whether  that  I  understood  how  it  was  betwixt  ! 
H  i  Calle  and  my  sister ;  I  can  think   that  it    , 
was  by  Calle's  means,   for  when  I  asked  him 
whether  Calle  desired  him  to  move  me  that   ; 
question  or  not,  he  wouldhave  gotten  it  away    j 
by  hums  and  by  haas,   but  I  would  not  so  be 
answered  ;  wherefore  at  the  last  he  told  me  that 
his  eldest  son   desired  him   to  spere  (inquire) 
whether  that  Richard  Calle  were  sure  of  her   i 
or  not,  for  he  said  that  he  knew  a  good  mar- 
riage for  her,  but  I  wot  he  lied,  for  he  is  whole   j 
with  Richard  Calle  in   that  matter;  where-  j 
fore  to  that  intent  that  he  nor  they  should  pick   i 
no  comfort  of  me,   I  answered   him  that  and 
(if)  my  father,  whom  God  assoil  !  were  alive,   | 
and  had  consented  thereto,   and  my  mother, 
anil  y<'  both,  he  should  never  have  my  good   i 
vrill  for  to  make  my  sister  to  sell  candle  and 
mustard  in  Framlingham,  and  thus,  with  more 
which  were  too  long  to  write  to  you,  we  de-  | 
parted  [}>arfe<l]. 


fore  whoever  sendelh  you  word  that  I  have 
spent  you  any  money  since  ye  went  h 
they  must  give  you  another  reckoning,  saving 
in  meat  and  drink,  for  I  eat  like  an  horse,  of 
purpose  to  eat  you  out  at  the  doors,  but  that 
needeth  not  for  you  come  not  within  them, 
wherefore  so  God  help  me,  the  fellowship 
here  thinks  that  ye  have  forgotten  us  all, 
wherefore  and  (if)  anything  l>e  ill  ruled  when 
ye  come  home  wyte  (blam?)  it  yourself  for 
default  of  oversight. 

Also,  I  understand  for  very  certain,   and  it 
is  sent  me  so   word  out  of  my  lord's  house, 
that  this  Pentecost  (l\'hit  stint  ids)  is  my  lord's 
counsel   at    Framlingham,   and  they    |", 
this  week  and  the  next  to  h"!  re  at 

Caister,  and  at  all  other  manors  tl. 
John  Fastolfs,  purchased  of  Yelverton  and  of 
Sir  Thomas  Howys,  whom  God  assoil,  and 
how  that  my  demeaning  should  be  it  is  t  > 
to  send  to  you  for  advice,  wherefore  and  (//) 
I  do  well  I  ask  no  thank,  and  if  I  do  ill  I 
pray  you  lay  the  default  on  over  little  wit, 
but  I  purpose  to  use  the  first  point  of  hawking, 
to  hold  fast  and  (if)  I  may  ;  but  so  God  help 
me,  and  (if)  they  might  pull  down  the  house 
on  our  heads  I  wyte  (bhime)  them  not,  which  I 
trust,  to  God  to  keep  them  from;  for  by  God 
that  bought  me,  the  best  earl  in  Kngland 
would  not  deal  so  with  my  lord  and  my  lady 


And  whereas  it  pleaseth  you  in  your  letter       as  ye  do,  without  making  of  some  means  to 


to  cry  me  merry  for  that  ye  sent  me  nut 
such  gear  as  I  sent  you  money  for  ;  I  cry  you 
mercy  that  I  was  so  lewd  n/<l-)  to  encum- 
l>er  you  with  any  so  simple  a  matter,  con- 
sidering the  great  matters  and  weighty  that 
ye  have  to  do;  but  need  compelled  me.  for  in 
this  country  is  no  such  stuff  as  I  sent to  you  for. 
Also,  whereas  it  pleaseth  you  to  send 
to  Richard  Calle  to  deliver  me  money,  so  God 
help  me  I  will  none  ask  him  for  myself,  nor 
none  had  I  of  him,  nor  of  none  other  man  but 
of  mine  own  since  ye  departed,  but  that,  little 
that  I  might  forbear  (sp  ire)  of  mine  own  I 
delivered  to  Daubeiiev  for  household, 
and  paid  it  for  you  in  men's  wages,  and  there- 


them  ;  so  God  help  me,  whosoever  ail 

to  do  so  he  is  not  your  friend  ;  and    I  may  I 

trust  to  (iod   to  see  you  about  Midsumni' 

before,   for  in    good  faith  I    u  irpose 

you  that  it  shall  be  Easter  ere 

for  all  your  servants  here  ween  that  ye  purpose 

no  more  to  deal  with  them,  but  to  leave  them 

here  in  hostage  to  my  Lord   of  Norfolk. 

Also,  Sir,  I  pray  you  purvey  what  inn1  that 
my  brother  Kdmund  shall  be  in,  for  he  loseth 
sore  his  time  here  I  promise  you  ;  I  pray  you 
send  me  word  by  the  nex.1  that 

1  [The  inn  t.>  !>,-  purveyed  was  an  inn  of  court  no 
doubt.  Hut  Kdmm.d  hel-amc  a  soldier,  and  was  in 
garrison  at  Calais  in  1473.] 
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cometh,  and  I  shall  either  send  him  or  bring 
him  up  with  me  to  London. 

Also,  Sir,  we  poor  sans  deniers  (moneyless 
men}  of  Caister  have  broken  three  or  four  steel- 
bows,  wherefore  we  beseech  you  and  there  be 
any  maker  of  steel-bows  in  London  which  is 
very  cunning,  that  ye  will  send  me  word,  arid 
I  shall  send  you  the  bows  that  be  broken, 
which  be  your  own  great  bow,  and  Robert 
Jackson's  bow,  and  John  Pampyng's  bow  ; 
these  three  have  cast  so  many  calvys  that  they 


shall  never  cast  quarrels   (square-headed  ar- 
rows} till  they  be  new  made. 

I  pray  you  find  the  means  that  my  lord 
may  have  some  reasonable  mean  proffered,  so 
that,  lie  and  my  lady  may  understand  that  ye 
desire  to  have  his  good  lordship ;  I  promise 
you  it  shall  do  you  ease  and  your  tenants 
both,  and  God  preserve  (you). 

JOHN  P  ASTON. 
Caister,  Whitsuntide, 
May,  1469.     9  E.  IV. 
Whitsunday  was  on  the  21st  May,  in  1469. 


LETTER    CCLXXIII.— (LXXXVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  351.) 

On  the  bnck  of  this  letter  is  the  following  memorandum,  "  Lra  Kiel  Calle  Margerie  Pastou  filie  Joins 
Paston  a'ri  qua.  ptea  duxit  in  ux'em."  We  cannot  read  this  letter  without  entering  into  the  private  family- 
concerns  of  the  Pastons,  and  however  we  may  think  with  them  that  their  daughter  may  have  made,  without 
their  knowledge  and  consent,  an  improper  contract,  yet  we  must  pity  the  lover.  In  ancient  times  families  in- 
termarried more  amongst  those  of  their  own  rank  than  at  present;  the  gentry  considered  those  in  trade  as 
moving  in  a  different  sphere  to  them  ;  they  dealt  with  them  and  required  their  attendance,  but  they  scorned 
to  intermarry.  The  extension  of  commerce  and  the  large  fortunes  raised  by  the  merchants  and  men  of  busi- 
ness have  however  broken  down  those  barriers  of  distinction  ;  and  not  only  the  gentleman  but  the  nobleman . 
now  often  select  their  wives  from  the  city,  and  introduce  into  their  families  the  daughters  of  those,  who,  by 
their  honourable  and  extensive  dealings  "in  various  branches  of  traffic,  have  enriched  themselves,  and  trained 
up  their  children  to  become  that  elevated  situation  which  their  beauty,  their  education,  and  their  good 
qualities,  enables  them  to  adorn.  The  picture  drawn  in  this  letter  is  a  true  one,  and  gives  us  a  much  better 
idea  of  ancient  family  matters  than  the  most  laboured  disquisition  of  a  dry  historian. 

To  Mistress  Margery  Paston. 

his  righteousness  help  his  servants  that  mean 
truly,  and  would  live  according  to  his  laws, 
&c. 

I  understand,  lady,  ye  have  had  as  much 
sorrow  for  me  as  any  gentlewoman  hath  had 
in  the  world,  as  would  God  all  that  sorrow 
that  ye  have  had  had  rested  upon  me,  and  that 
ye  had  been  discharged  of  it,  for  I  wis,  lady, 
it  is  to  me  a  death  to  hear  that  ye  be  entreated 
otherwise  than  ye  ought  to  be  ;  this  is  a  pain- 
ful life  that  we  lead,  I  cannot  live  thus  with- 
out it  be  a  great  displeasure  to  God. 

Also  like  you  to  weet  that  I  had  sent  you  a 
letter  by  my  lad  from  London,  and  he  told 
me  he  might  not  speak  with  you,  there  was 
made  so  great  await,  upon  him  and  upon  you 
both  :  he  told  me  John  Thresher  came  to  him 
in  your  name,  and  said  that  ye  sent  him  to 
my  lad  for  a  letter  or  a  token  which  I  should 
have  sent  you,  but  he  trust  him  not,  he  would 
not  deliver  him  none ;  after  that  he  brought 
him  a  ring,  saying  that  ye  sent  it  him,  com- 
manding him  that  he  should  deliver  the  letter 
or  token  to  him,  which  I  conceive  since  by  my 
lad  it  was  not  by  your  sending,  it  was  by  my 


MINE  own  lady  and  mistress,  and  before  God 
very  true  wife,  I  with  heart  full  sorrowful  re- 
commend me  unto  you,  as  he  that  cannot  be 
"merry,  nor  nought  shall  be  till  it  be  otherwise 
with  us  than  it  is  yet,  for  this  life  that  we  lead 
now  is  neither  pleasure  to  God  nor  to  the 
world,  considering  the  great  bond  of  matri- 
mony that  is  made  betwixt  us,  and  also  the 
great  love  that  hath  been  and  as  I  trust  yet  is 
betwixt  us,  and  as  on  my  part  never  greater ; 
wherefore  I  beseech  Almighty  God  comfort  us 
as  soon  as  it  pleaseth  him,  for  we  that  ought 
of  very  right  to  be  most  together  are  most 
asunder,  meseemeth  it  is  a  thousand  year 
ago  since  that  I  spake  with  you,  I  had  lever 
(rather}  than  all  the  good  in  the  world  I 
might  be  with  you  ;  alas,  alas !  good  lady,  full 
little  remember  they  what  they  do  that  keep 
tis  thus  asunder,  four  times  in  the  year  are 
they  accursed  that  let  (hinder}  matrimony ;  it 
causeth  many  men  to  deem  in  them  they  have 
large  conscience  in  other  matters  as  well  as 
herein;  but  what  lady  suffer  as  ye  have 
done ;  and  make  you  as  merry  as  ye  can, 
for  I  wis;  lady,  at  the  long  way,  God  will  of 
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mistress  and  Sir  James's  advice  ;*  alas !  what 
mean  they  ?  I  suppose  they  deem  we  be  not 
ensured  together,  and  if  they  so  do  I  marvel, 
for  then  they  are  not  well  advised,  remember- 
ing the  plainness  that.  I  brake  to  my  mistress 
at  the  beginning,  and  I  suppose  by  you,  both,* 
and  ye  did  as  ye  ought  to  do  of  very  right, 
and  if  ye  have  done  the  contrary,  as  I  have 
been  informed  ye  have  done,  ye  did  neither 
conciensly  (conscientiously)  nor  to  the  pleasure 
of  God,  without  ye  did  it  for  fear  and  for  the 
time,  to  please  such  as  were  at  that  time  about 
you  ;  and  if  ye  did  it  for  this  cause,  it  was  a 
reasonable  cause,  considering  the  great  and 
importable  3  calling  upon  that  ye  had,  and 
many  an  untrue  tale  was  made  to  you  of  me, 
which,  God  know  it,  I  was  never  guilty  of. 

My  lad  told  me  that  my  mistress  your 
mother  asked  him  if  he  had  brought  any  let- 
ter to  you,  and  many  other  things  she  bare 
him  on  hand,  and  among  all  other  at  the  last 
she  said  to  him  that  I  would  not  make  her 
privy  to  the  beginning,  but  she  supposed  I 
would  at  the  ending ;  and  as  to  that  God 
knoweth,  she  knew  it  first  of  me  and  none 
other ;  I  wot  not  what  her  mistress-ship  meaneth, 
for  by  my  troth  there  is  no  gentlewoman  alive 
that  my  heart  tendereth  more  than  it  doth 
her,  nor  is  leather  to  displease,  saving  only 
your  person,  which  of  very  right  I  ought  to 
tender  and  love  best,  for  I  am  bound  thereto 
by  the  law  of  God,  and  so  will  do  while  that 
I  live  whatsoever  fall  of  it ;  I  suppose  and  (if) 
ye  tell  them  sadly  (seriously)  the  truth,  they 
will  not  damn  their  souls  for  us ;  though  I 
tell  them  the  truth  they  will  not  believe  me 
as  well  as  they  will  do  you,  and  therefore, 
good  lady,  at  the  reverence  of  God  be  plain 


to  them  and  tell  the  truth,  and  if  they  will  in 
no  wise  agree  thereto,  betwixt  God,  the  devil, 
and  them  be  it,  and  that  peril  that  we  should 
be  in  I  beseech  God  it  may  lie  upon  them  and 
not  upon  us ;  I  am  heavy  and  sorry  to  remem- 
ber their  disposition.  God  send  them  grace  to 
guide  all  things  well,  as  well  («*)  I  would 
they  did ;  God  be  their  guide,  and  send  them 
peace  and  rest,  &c. 

I  marvel  much  that  they  should  take  this 
matter  so  heedely  (cautiously)4  as  1  under- 
stand they  do,  remembering  it  is  in  such  case 
as  it  cannot  be  remedied,  and  my  desert  upon 
every  behalf  it  is  for  to  be  thought  there 
should  be  none  obstacle  against  it;  and  also 
the  worshipful  that  is  in  them  is  not  in  your 
marriage,  it  is  in  their  own  marriage,  which 
I  beseech  God  send  them  such  as  may  be 
to  their  worship  and  pleasure  to  God,  and 
to  their  hearts'  ease,  for  else  were  it  great 
pity.  Mistress,  I  am  afraid  to  write  to  you, 
for  I  understand  ye  have  showed  my  letters 
that  I  have  sent  you  before  this  time;  but  1 
pray  you  let  no  creature  see  this  lett 
soon  as  ye  have  read  it  let  it  be  burnt,  for  I 
would  no  man  should  see  it  in  no  wise  ;  ye 
had  no  writing  from  me  this  two  year,5  nor  I 
will  not  send  you  no  more,  therefore  I  remit 
all  this  matter  to  your  wisdom  ;  Almighty 
Jesu  preserve,  keep,  and  (give)  you  your 
heart's  desire,  which  I  wot  well  should  be  to 
God's  pleasure,  &c. 

This  letter  was  written  with  as  great  pain 
as  ever  wrote  I  thing  in  my  life,  for  in  good 
faith  I  have  been  right  sick,  and  yet  am  not 
verily  at  ease,  God  amend  it,  &c. 


1469.    9  E.  IV. 


RICHARD  CALLE. 


LETTER    CCLXXIV.— (XXV.  vol  ii.  p.  17.) 

Humphrey  Lord  Stafford  was  created  Karl  of  Devonshire  in  May  14fi9,  and  beheaded  at  DridgewaitT,  the 
17th  of  August  following,  by  command  uf  tin-  kini;,  for  abandoning  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  bef 
of  Banbury  ;  by  •which  means  the  rebels  were  victorious. 

To  my  worshipful  brother,  Sir  John  Paston,  be  this  bill  delivered  in  haste, 

RIGHT  worshipful  brother,  I  recommend  me 

unto  you,  letting  you  to  weet  that  my  Lord 


•;ibly  Sir  James  Gloys.] 

3  [The  construction  is  rather  '>bsonre  here,  but  we 

think  he  means  to  spo.ik  of  the  plainness  with  which 

I  suppose)  you.  both,  brake  the  matter  to  my 

if  >e  .li.r.i-  ye  outfit  to  have  done.&c.l 
3  [Inj.i.rtallc—  unbearai 


Stafl'onl  was  made  Earl   of  Devonshire  upon 
Sunday  ;  and  as  for  the  king,  as  I  under.-' 

4  [We  rather  think  headily— angrily,  madly— is 
here  meant.] 

s  [This  would  seem  to  put  letter  oclv.  at  least  as 
far  back  as  1466,  and  is  v 

.  ( Ixxii.,  where  the  marriage  seems  spoken  of 
as  recent.] 
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he  departyt  (departs*)  to  Walsingham1  upon 
Friday  come  sev'night,  and  the  queen  also, 
if  God  send  her  hele  (health-).  And  as  for  the 
king,  (As)  was  appointed  for  to  go  to  Calais, 
and  now  it  is  put  oft'. 

And  also  as  for  the  going  to  the  sea,  my 
Lord  of  Warwick's  ships  go  to  the  sea,  as  I 
understand.  None  other  tidings  I  can  none 


write  unto  you,  but  Jesu  have  you   in   his 
keeping. 

Written  at  Windsor  on  Monday  after  Whit- 
sunday in  haste,  &c. 

By  your  brother,2 

JAMES  HAWTE. 
Whitsun  Monday, 
22ud  of  May,  1469.    9  Ed.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXV.— (XXVI.  vol.  ii.  p.  19.) 

This  letter  shows  the  attention  which  the  city  of  Norwich  wished  to  pay  to  the  queen  on  her  reception,  and 
during  her  residence  there.  Henry  Spelman  married  Ela,  daughter  and  coheir  of  William  de  Narburgh, 
and  was  the  first  of  that  family  that  settled  at  Narborough  in  Norfolk. 

To    the  right  reverend  Sir  Henry   Spelman,  recorder  of  the    city  of  Norwich,   be  this   letter 

delivered. 


RIGHT  reverend  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to  you. 
Please  it  you  to  know  this  same  day  came  to 
me  the  sheriff  of  Norfolk3  himself,  and  told 
me  that  the  queen4  shall  be  at  Norwich  upon 
Tuesday  5  come  sev'night  surely.  And  I  de- 
sired to  have  know  of  him,  because  this  should 
be  her  first  coming  hither,  how  we  should 
be  ruled,  as  well  in  her  receiving  as  in  her 
abiding  here.  And  he  said  he  would  not 
occupy  him  therewith,  but  he  counselled  us 
to  write  to  you  to  London,  to  know  of  them 
that  been  of  counsel  of  that  city,  or  with 
other  worshipful  men  of  the  same  city,  that 
been  knowing  in  that  behalf;  and  we  to  be 
ruled  thereafter  as  were  according  \ fitting] 
for  us ;  for  he  let  me  to  weet  that  she  would 


desire  to  be  received  and  attended  as  worship- 
fully  as  ever  was  queen  afore  her.6  Where- 
fore I,  by  the  assent  of  my  brethren  aldermen, 
&c.,  pray  you  heartily  to  have  this  labour  for 
this  city,  and  that  it  please  you,  if  it  may  be, 
that  at  that  day  ye  be  here  in  proper  person. 
And  I  trust  in  God,  that  either  in  rewards  or 
else  in  thankings  both  of  the  king's  coming 
and  in  this,  ye  shall  be  pleased  as  worthy  is. 
Written  in  haste  at  Norwich,  the  6th  day  of 
July  anno  9°  Regis  Edwdi  quarti. 
By  your  well-wilier, 

JOHN  AuBRY,?  &c. 
Norwich, 

Thursday,  6th  of  July, 
1469.  "9  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXVI.— (XXVII.  vol.  ii.  p.  23.) 

There  is  no  date  to  this  letter;  whether  it  refers  therefore  to  the  coming  of  the  king  into  Norfolk,  iu  1469  or 
in  1474,  is  uncertain  .and  of  little  consequence;  th«  chief  reason  for  inserting  it  was  to  show  the  preparations 
expected  to  be  made  for  the  attending  upon  and  receiving  him.  The  peculiarity  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's 
liveries  is  worthy  notice,  being  to  he  made  party-coloured  of  blue  and  tawny,  having  the  left  side  of  the 
former,  and  the  right  of  the  latter  colour.  Dresses  of  this  kind  may  be  seen  iu  various  illuminated  manu- 
scripts of  this  age.  [From  the  time  of  Richard  II.  there  had  been  many  enactments  against  the  practice  of 
keeping  large  bands  of  liveried  retainers.  The  prohibition  was  renewed  8  Edward  IV.  c.  2,  and  the  penalty 
was  one  hundred  shillings  for  every  person,  "other  than  his  menial  servant,  officer,  or  man  learned  iu  the 
one  law  or  the  other,"  so  retained  by  any  one  "  of  what  estate,  degree,  or  condition  that  he  be ;"  the  fine  to 
be  repeated  for  every  month  "  that  any  such  person  is  so  retained  by  him,  by  oath,  writing,  indenture,  or 
promise,"  and  a  like  penalty  on  the  person  retained.  The  exceptions,  however,  are  numerous.  "  Provided 


1  This  must  have  been  on  a  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady 
of  Walsingham  in  Norfolk. 

2  I  do  not  know  why  he  calls  Sir  John  Paston 
his  brother ;  for  Sir  John  certainly  never   married 
Aune  Hawte,  who  possibly  might  be  the  sister  of 
James. 


3  lloirer  Ree  was  sheriff  of  Norfolk  in  1469. 
*  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Edward  IV. 

5  18th  of  July,  1469. 

6  [A  necessary  caution,  perhaps,  on  account  of  her 
birth.] 

7  John  Aubry  was  mayor  of  Norwich  in  1469. 
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*lso,  that  this  ordinance  do  not  extend  to  any  livery  given  or  to  be  given  at  the  kind's  or  queen's coronation. 
or  at  the  stallation  of  an  archbishop  or  bishop,  or  erection,  creation,  or  marriage  of  any  lord  or  l.-idy  of 
estate,  or  at  the  creation  of  knights  of  the  IVith,  or  at  the  commencement  of  any  clerk  in  any  university,  or 
at  the  creation  of  serjeants  in  tin-  law,  or  by  ;iny  guild,  fraternity,  or  mystery  corporate,  or  by  the  mayor 
and  sheriffs  of  London,  or  any  other  mayor,  sheriff,  or  other  chief  oflicer  of  any  city,  borough,  town,  or 
port  of  tlii.s  realm  of  England  for  the  time  being,  during  that  time,  and  for  executing  their  office  or  occu- 
pation; nor  to  any  badges  or  liveries  to  be  given  in  defence  of  the  king  and  of  this  realm  of  England  :  nor 
to  the  constable  and  marshal,  nor  to  any  of  them  for  giving  any  badge,  livery,  or  token  for  any  such  feat  of 


arms  to  be  done  within  this  realm  ;  nor  to  any  of  the  wardens  toward  Scotland  for  any  livery,  badge,  or 
token  of  them  to  be  given  from  Trent  northward,  at  such  time  only  as  shall  be  necessary  to  levy  people  for 
defence  of  the  said  marshes,  or  any  of  them."  We  shou'd  think  that  now,  at  least,  a  coach  and"  four  might 


l>e  driven  through  an  act  like  this,  although  the  Earl  of  Oxford  could  not  escape:  but  to  be  sure  he  waa 
taken  by  surprise,  and  cntrip]wd  by  a  powerful  antagonist.  But.  ;.s  Hallam  remarks.  ('State  of  Europe 
during  the  Middle  Ages,'  vol.  iii.  p.*246,)  "  it  appears  that,  far  from  these  acts  being  regarded,  it  was  con- 
sidered as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  king"  (and  he  cites  this  letter  as  a  proof)  "  for  the  noblemen  and  gentry 
to  meet  him  with  as  many  attendants  in  livery  as  they  could  muster.  Sir  John  Fusion  was  to  provide 
twenty  men  in  their  livery  gowns,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  two  hundred.  This  illustrates  the  \\vll  kn-mn 
story  of  Henry  VII.  and 'the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  shows  the  mean  and  oppressive  conduct  of  the  king  iu 
that  affair,  which  Hume  lias  pretended  to  justify."] 

To  my  mother,  and  to  my  brother  John  Paston. 


BROTHER,  it  is  so  that  the  king  shall  come 
into  Norfolk  in  haste,  and  I  wot  (know}  not. 
whether  that.  I  may  come  with  him  or  not;  if 
I  come,  I  must  do  make  a  livery  of  twenty 
gowiis,  which  I  must  pick  out  by  your  advice ; 
and  as  for  the  cloth  for  such  persons  as  be  in 
that  country,  if  it  might  be  had  there  at  Nor- 
wich or  not  I  wot  not;  and  what  persons  I 
am  not  remembered. 

If  my  mother  be  at  Caister,  as  there  shall 
be  no  doubt,  for  the  keeping  of  the  place  while 
the  king  is  in  that  country,  that  I  may  have 
the  most,  part  at  Caister.1 

And  whether  ye  will  offer  yourself  to  wait 


upon  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  or  not,  I  would  ye 
did  that  best  were  to  do ;  I  would  do  my 
lord  pleasure  and  service,  and  so  I  would  ye 
did,  if  I  wist  (thought}  to  be  sure  of  his  good 
lordship  in  time  to  come.  He  shall  have  two 
hundred  in  a  livery  blue  and  tawny,*  and 
blue  on  the  left  side,  and  both  dark  colours. 

I  pray  you  send  me  word  and  your  advice 
by  Juddy  of  what  men,  and  what  horse  I  could 
be  purveyed  of,  if  so  be  that  I  must  needs 
come ;  and  of  your  advice  in  all  things  by 
writing,  and  I  shall  send  you  hastily  other 
tidings.  Let  Sorrell 3  be  well  kept. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knijht. 


LETTER    CCLXXVIL— (LXXXIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  3.59.) 

We  find  by  the  conversation  here  given  us  between  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Agnes  Paston.  and  Margaret 
n.  that  a  contract  of  marriage  had  been   made  between  Margery  1'ast  in.  the  daughter  of  the  latter, 
and   Kichard  Calle,  and   that  her  family  wished  to  have  a  hearing  iuthe  Bishop's  Court,  either  to  disprove 
it,  or,  if  proved,  to  set  it  aside.     The  young  lady's  behaviour,  and  the  account  which  l>oth  she  and  I 
Calle  give  of  the  contract,  seem  to  confirm  it,  and  obliged  the  bishop  to  take  time  to  consider  of  tl" 
bet1.. re  any  sentence  could  be  pronounced  :  though  he  seemed  to  wish  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  .-.<i 
matter  to  the  «.ati-.t'acti m  of  the  family.     The  expressions  of  Margaret  Past  on  rcsp-cting  her  daugh1' 
be  read  with  some  allowance;  we  must  construe  some  of  them  as  words  of  passim  and  rcsen'ment 
from  her  avowal  of  her  intentions  to  fulfil  the  contract,  &c.     [The  bishop  was  still  Walter  Lyhert.  or 
Hart,  who  died  in  1472.] 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


\    ORF.F.T    you    well,    and   send    you    God's 

.us,' and  mine;  letting  you  weet  that  on 

Thursday  la.>f  w;n.  my   mother  and   I    were 

with  my  Lord  of  Norwich,  and  desired  him 

it. -nee  is  not  clear.     Perhaps  "  the  most 
part "  may  mean  the  strongest  party.] 


that    he    would    no  more   do   in  the    matter 
touching  your   sister   till   that    ye    and    my 

3  Tawny  colour  appears  to  have  Wen  a  Yell 
dusky  bn/wn  or.mgc  colour,  and  much  worn  at  this 
time." 

'  A  horse  to  called. 
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brother  and  others  that  were  executors  to 
your  lather  might  be  here  together,  for  they 
had  the  rule  of  her  as  well  as  I ;  and  he  said 
plainly  that  he  had  been  required  so  often  to 
examine  her,  that  he  might  not  nor  would  no 
longer  delay  it,  and  charged  me  in  pain  of 
cursing  that  she  should  not  be  deferred,  but 
that  she  should  appear  before  him  the  next 
day ;  and  I  said  plainly  that  I  would  neither 
bring  her  nor  send  her ;  and  then  he  said 
that  he  would  send  for  her  himself,  and 
charged  that  she  should  be  at  her  liberty  to 
come  when  he  sent  for  her ;  and  he  said  by 
his  troth  that  he  would  be  as  sorry  for  her, 
and  (if)  she  did  not  well,  as  he  would  be 
and  (if)  she  were  right  near  of  his  kin,  both 
for  my  mother's  sake  and  mine,  and  other  of 
her  friends,  for  he  wist  well  that,  her  demean- 
ing had  sticked  sore  at  our  hearts. 

My  mother  and  J  informed  him  that  we 
could  never  understand  by  her  saying,  by  no 
language  that  ever  she  had  to  him,  that 
neither  of  them  were  bound  to  other,  but 
that  they  might  choose,  both ;  then  he  said 
that  he  would  say  to  her  as  well  as  he  could 
before  that  he  examined  her  ;  and  so  it  was 
told  me  by  divers  persons  that  he  did  as  well 
and  as  plainly  as  (if)  she  had  been  right 
near  to  him,  which  were  too  long  to  write  at 
this  time,  hereafter  ye  shall  weet,  and  who 
were  labourers  therein;  the  chancellor1  was 
not  so  guilty  therein  as  I  wend  (thought}  he 
had  been. 

On  Friday  the  bishop  he  sent  for  her  by 
Ashtield  and  other  that  are  right  sorry  of  her 
demeaning,  and  the  bishop  said  to  her  right 
plainly,  and  put  her  in  remembrance  how 
she  was  born,  what  kin  and  friends  that  she 
had,  and  should  have  more  if  she  were  ruled 
and  guided  after  them  ;  and  if  she  did  not, 
what  rebuke,  and  shame,  arid  loss  should  be 
to  her  if  she  were  not  guided  by  them,  and 
cause  of  forsaking  2  of  her  for  any  good,  or 
help,  or  comfort  that  she  should  have  of  them  ; 


1  Dr.  John  Saresson,  otherwise  Wi^nhale,  was 
chancellor  to  the  bishop  from  1435  to  1471,  and  had 
other  church  preferment  in  the  diocese. 

2  [And  be  the  cause  of  their  forsaking,  &c.     Many 
instances  of  this  concise  style  will  have  been  already 
noticed  in  these  letters,  and  was  by  no  means  un- 
common among  our  best  writers  to  a  much  later 
period.] 


and  said  that  he  had  heard  say  that  she  loved 
such  one  that  her  friends  were  not  pleased 
with  that  she  should  have,  and  therefore  he 
bade  her  be  right  well  advised  how  she  did  ; 
and  said  that  he  would  understand  the  words 
that  she  had  said  to  him  whether  it  made 
matrimony  or  not,  and  she  rehearsed  what  she 
had  said,  and  said  if  those  words  made  it  not 
sure,  she  said  boldly  that  she  would  make  it 
surer  ere  than  she  went  thence,  for  she  said 
she  thought  in  her  conscience  she  was  bound 
whatsoever  the  words  were  ;  these  lewd  words- 
grieveth  me  and  her  grandam  as  much  as  all 
the  remanent ;  and  then  the  bishop  and  the 
chancellor  both  said  that  there  was  neither 
I  nor  no  friend  of  hers  would  receive  (her). 

And  then  Calle  was  examined  apart  by  him- 
self, that  her  words  and  his  accorded,  and  the 
time,  and  where  it  should  have  been  done; 
and  then  the  bishop  said  that  he  supposed 
that  there  should  be  found  other  things 
against  him  that  might  cause  the  letting 
thereof,  and  therefore  he  said  he  would  not 
be  too  hasty  to  give  sentence  thereupon,  and 
said  that  lie  would  give  over  day  till  the 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  after  Michaelmas, 
and  so  it  is  delayed ;  they  would  have  had 
her  will  performed  hi  haste,  but  the  bishop 
said  he  would  none  otherwise  than  he  had 
said. 

I  was  with  my  mother  at  her  place  when 
she  was  examined,  and  when  I  heard  say 
what  her  demeaning  was,  I  charged  my 
servants  that  she  should  not  be  received  iu 
my  house  :  I  had  given  her  warning,  she 
might  have  been  aware  afore  if  she  had  been 
gracious;  and  I  sent  to  one  or  two  more 
that  they  should  not  receive  her  if  she  came  ; 
she  was  brought  again  to  my  place  for  to> 
have  been  received,  and  Sir  James  told  them 
that  brought  her  that  I  had  charged  them  all 
and  she  should  riot  be  received ;  and  so  my 
Lord  of  Norwich  hath  set  her  at  Roger  Best's, 
to  be  there  till  the  day  before  said,  God 
knoweth  full  evil  against  his  will  and  his 
wife's  if  they  durst  do  otherwise  ;  I  am  sorry 
that  they  are  cumyred  (cumbered,  or  trot/bled) 
with  her,  but  yet  I  am  better  paid  (satis/led) 
that  she  is  there  for  the  while  than  she  had 
been  in  other  place,  because  of  the  sadness 
(seriousness)  and  good  disposition  of  himself 
and  his  wife,  for  she  shall  not  be  sou'd 
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(suffered  ?)  there  to  play  the  brethel  (frail 
one)  ;  I  pray  you  and  require  you  that  ye 
take  it  not  pensily  (heavily),  for  I  wot  well 
it  goeth  right  near  your  heart,  arid  so  doth  it 
to  mine  and  to  others,  but  remember  you, 
and  so  do  I,  that  we  have  lost  of  her  but  a 
brethel,  and  set  it  the  less  to  heart,  for  and 
(if)  she  had  been  good,  wheresoever  she  had 
been,  it  should  not  have  been  as  it  is,  for 
and  (//)  he  were  dead  at  this  hour,  she 
should  never  be  at  mine  heart  as  she  was. 
As  for  the  divorce  that  ye  write  to  me  of,  I 
suppose  what  ye  meant,  but  I  charge  you 
upon  my  blessing  that  ye  do  not,  nor  cause 
none  other  to  do,  that  should  offend  God  and 
your  conscience,  for  and  (if)  ye  do,  or  cause 
for  to  be  done,  God  will  take  vengeance 


thereupon,  and  ye  should  put  yourself  and 
others  in  great  jeopardy,  for  wot  it  well  she 
shall  full  sore  repent  her  lewdness  hereafter, 
and  I  pray  God  she  might  so.  I  pray  you 
for  mine  heart's  ease  be  ye  of  a  good  com- 
fort in  all  things;  I  trust  God  shall  help 
right  well,  and  I  pray  God  so  do  in  all  our 
matters ;  I  would  ye  took  heed  if  there  were 
any  labour  made  in  the  court  of  Canterbury 
for  the  lewd  matter  aforesaid. 

But  if  the  duke  *  be  purveyed  for,  he  and 
his  wise  counsel  shall  leave  this  country  ;    it 
is  told  me  that  he  saith  that  he  will  not  spare 
to  do  that  he  is  purposed  for  no   duke   in 
England.     God  help  at  need.* 
Norwich,  before  Michaelmas, 
1469.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCLXXVIII.— (XC.  vol.  iv.  p.  367.) 

The  dispute  concerning  the  possession  of  Caister  now  becoming  a  matter  of  great  consequence,  and  f 
of  it  being  determined  upon  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  if  some  conciliatory  plan  could  not  b. 
giiret  Paston  informs  Sir  John  of  the  different  schemes  proposed ;  these  she  wishes  him  thoroughly  t  > 
consider,  and,  if  none  should  be  adopted,  at  all  events  to  succour  his  friends  there.  Sir  John  Heven:. 
though  engaged  against  the  P.istons,  shows  himself  not  only  a  friend  to  them,  but  a  faithful  officer  tj  his 
commander  the  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  be-fhts  delivered  in  haste. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine  ;  letting  you  weet  that  Sir  John 
Heveningham  was  at  Norwich  this  day,  and 
spake  with  me  at  my  mother's,  but  he  would 
not  that  it  should  be  understood,  for  my  lord 
hath  made  him  one  of  the  captains  at  Caister 
of  the  people  that  should  keep  the  watch 
about  the  place  that  no  man  should  succour 
them,  if  my  lord  departed.  I  desired  him 
to  favour  them  if  any  man  should  come 
ti)  them  from  me  or  you,  and  he  would  not 
grant  it,  but  he  desired  me  to  write  to  you  to 
understand,  if  that  my  lord  might  be  moved 
to  find  surety  to  recompense  you  all  wrongs, 
and  [if']  ye  would  suffer  him  to  enter  ; 
ably,  and  the  law  after  his  entry  would  drrm 
it  you  ;  be  ye  advised  what  answer  ye  would 
give. 

It. 'in,  since  that  I  spake  with  him  and  the 
same  day,  a  faithful  friend  of  ours  came 
unto  me  ami  mo\  eil  me  if  that  my  lord  might 
be  intn.ited  to  sull'er  indifferent  men  to  keep 
the  i  .l.e  the  profits  for  buth  parties 


till  the  right  be  determined  by  the  law  ;   and 
my  lord   for  his  part,  and  ye  for  you. 
to   find   sufficient   surety    that    you     n- 
should  vex,  let,  nor  trouble  the  said   indilYer- 
ent  men  to  keep  peaceably  the  possession  of 
the  said  place,  and   to  take  the  profits  unto 
the  tin;e   i;  Mi-d  by  the  law  ' 

behoof  that  the  law  ileens.'th  it;    and  tli. 

•;s  that  so  indifferently  ken 
before  their  entry  into  the  said  place,  to  find 
also  sufficient  surety  to  answer  the  party  that 
the   law  (leemeth   it   to  of  the   prcfits  du 
their  possession,  and  to  suffer  him  ) 


1  This  I  suppose  relates  t  >  th. 
the  other  duk.-  m<»t  proba  m  the  Duke 

folk. 

*  ()u   the  '• 

written,  "  A   ;  '  from  his  n: 

touch! 

.-  after  mar> 
::ionuidum  tl 

iitirmed,  ;iu.t 
that  :i. 

ties. 
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to  enter,  or  any  in  his  name,  whensoever  they 
be  required  by  the  party  to  whom  the  right 
is  deemed  of  all  these  premises;  send  me  word 
how  ye  will  be  demeaned  by  as  good  advice 
as  ye  can  get,  and  make  no  longer  delay,  for 
they  must  needs  have  hasty  succour  that  be 
in  the  place,  for  they  be  sore  hurt  and  have 
none  help,  and  if  they  have  hasty  help  it 
shall  be  the  greatest  worship  that  ever  ye  had, 
and  if  they  be  not  holpen  it  shall  be  to 
you  a  great  disworship ;  and  look  never  to 
have  favour  of  your  neighbours  and  friends 
but  if  (unless)  this  speed  well ;  therefore 
prend  (consider^  it  in  your  mind,  and  purvey 


therefore  in  haste  ;  howsoever  ye  do,  God 
keep  you,  and  send  you  the  victory  of  your 
enemies,  and  give  you  and  us  all  grace  to 
live  in  peace.  Written  on  St.  Giles's  even, 
at  nine  of  the  bell  at  night. 

Robin  came  home  yester  even,  and  he 
brought  me  neither  writing  from  you,  nor 
good  answer  of  this  matter,  which  grieveth 
me  right  ill  that  I  have  sent  you  so  many 
messengers  and  have  so  feeble  answers  again. 
By  your  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON. 
Norwich,  Friday, 
1  September,  1469.    9  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCLXXIX.  (XCI.  Vol.  iv.  p.  371.) 

Master  Writtill,  or  Wrettell,  the  person  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed,  was  a  servant  of  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, and  appears  to  have  been  sent  down  to  endeavour  at  an  accommodation  between  the  besiegers  and  the 
besieged,  during  the  truce  which  was  then  taken.  Sir  John  Paston,  however,  seems  fearful  lest  any  ap- 
pointment should  be  taken  detrimental  to  his  interest,  though  at  the  same  time  he  would  submit  to  any- 
thing rather  than  that  his  brother's  and  his  servant's  lives  should  be  endangered.  John  Duke  of  Norfolk 
claimed  this  manor  and  castle  of  Caister  under  an  agreement  for  a  purchase,  which  had  passed  between  him 
and  Sir  William  Yelverton  and  Thomas  Howys,  two  of  Sir  John  Fastolf's  executors.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  could  legally  convey  this  estate,  as,  by  Sir  John  Fastolf  s  will,  it  had  been  left  for  charitable  uses, 
and  towards  founding  and  endowing  a  college,  &c.  &c.  [What  was  Sir  John  Paston's  right  ?  It  is  nowhere 
clearly  stated.] 

To  Master  Writtill. 


MASTER  WRITTILL,  I  recommend  me  to  you, 
beseeching  you  heartily,  as  mine  Avhole  trust 
is  in  you,  that  ye  do  your  devoir  to  continue 
truce  till  Friday  or  Saturday  in  the  morning, 
by  which  time  I  hope  the  messenger  shall 
come,  and  that  ye  be  not  driven  to  take  an 
appointment  if  ye  can  understand  by  any 
likelihood  that  it  be  able  to  be  abydyn  *  and 
resisted,  and  that  ye  feel  my  brother's  dis- 
position therein  as  my  trust  is  in  you,  praying 
you  to  remember  that  it  resteth,  as  God  help 
me,  on  all  my  weal ;  for,  as  God  help  me, 
I  had  lever  (rather}  the  place  were  brenned 
(burnt),  my  brother  and  servants  saved,  than 
the  best  appointment  that  ever  ye  and  I  com- 
muned of  should  by  my  good-will  be  taken,  if 
this  message  from  the  king  may  rescue  it ; 
and  if  it  be  so  that  my  lord  be  removed  by 
the  king's  commandment,  which  resteth  with 
his  honour,  I  may  in  time  to  come  do  him 


1  [Pretend  in  original;  perhaps  an  error  for  per- 
pend.'] 

a  [So  in  original.  Abyuin  is  to  be  delayed.  Fenn 
translates  avoided.} 


service  as  shall  recompense  any  grudge  or 
displeasure  that  he  ever  had  or  hath  to  me  or 
mine;  and  ye,  if  it  the  rather  by  your  wisdom 
and  policy  the  mean  above  written  may  be 
had,  shall  be  as  sure  of  the  service  of  my 
true  brother  and  servants  and  me  as  ye  can 
devise  by  my  troth;  for  in  good  faith  this 
matter  sticketh  more  nigh  mine  heart  and  me 
than  I  can  write  unto  you,  and  to  my  brother 
and  servants  more  near  than,  as  God  knoweth, 
they  wot  of ;  wherefore,  master  Writtill,  all 
our  welfare  resteth  in  you,  beseeching  you  to 
remember  it,  for  this  matter  is  to  all  us  either 
making  or  marring. 

Item,  as  for  Arblaster  or  Lovell,  I  cannot 
think  that  they  or  any  of  them  may  be  with 
you,  wherefore  in  you  is  all ;  and  God  have 
you  in  keeping. 

Written  at  London,  the  next  day  after  your 
departing ;  I  shall  send  you  more  knowledge 
to-morrow,  with  God's  grace. 
Yours, 

JOHN  PASTON,  kniyhf. 
London,  September. 
1469.     9  E.  IV. 
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LETTER  CCLXXX.— (XCII.  vol.  iv.  p.  373.) 

Sir  John  Paston  in  this  letter  ^ivc-s  further  directions  to  Master  Writtill,  and  informs  him  of  what  had  passed 
at  London,  between  the  lords  and  himself,  &c. ;  he  appears  likewise  to  rely  much  on  his  wisdom  aud 
discretion. 

To  Master  H'rittill. 

RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  thanking  you  of  your  great  labour  which 
I  have  not  as  yet  but  I  shall  deserve  to  my 
power  ;  and  furthermore  like  you  to  weet  that 
I  have  thought  right  long  after  you ;  never- 
theless I  remember  well  that  ye  dealt  with 
right  delayous  people,  my  lord  archbishop 
and  other  of  my  lords,  and  I  dempt  (deemed} 
because  of  your  long  tarrying  that  by  your 
sad  (sage}  discretion  all  had  been  set  thorough ; 
nevertheless  I  understand  by  your  writing 
that  my  Lord  of  Norfolk's  counsel  thinketh 
that  his  intent,  which  ye  certified  rne  by  your 
writing,  should  be  more  to  his  worship  than 
the  appointments  and  rule  made  by  the  lords 
of  the  king's  council,  which  be  to  my  said 
Lord  of  Norfolk  ner  kyne  (nothing  kind}, 
which  appointments  since  your  departing 
hath  been  largely  remembered  among  the 
said  lords  here,  thinking  it  in  themselves  so 
honourable  to  my  Lord  of  Norfolk,  that  there 
should  none  of  my  lord's  counsel  well  ad- 
vised (have)  moved  to  the  contrary. 

James  Hobart1  was  sent  from  my  (Lord} 
of  Norfolk  hither,  and  spake  with  my  lord 
archbishop,*  and  answer  lie  had  of  my  said 
lord  and  how  my  lord  tendered  the  matter 
yet  and  will ;  I  trow  lie  hath  told  you,  and 
if  he  have  not  the  bringer  hereof  shall  inform 
you;  and  he  brought  this  same  appointment 
from  my  lord,  that  my  lord  was  well  Bf 
that  I  should  occupy  ;  for  my  part,  if  I  should 
take  no  other  appointment  but  according  to 
your  letter,  it  wore  hard  for  me  and  for  my 
title  to  put  my  lord  in  that  p.i-^e^ioii,  lor 
there  is  things  in  -  ///)  to  mine  ease 

in  your  letter,  [&/•]  good  1'nr  im-  in  that  ap- 
pointment, saving  the  surety  of  my  brother's 


1  This  most  probably  was  James  Hohart,  who,  in 
M7K.  %\as  Lent-reader  ftt  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  .;. 

1  in  1010,  and    lies  bnriiil 
-Mrh  Cith<>dral;   1  om  him  tin-  present  Marl 
i-liamshire  is  lii:<M. 

••\as  transla'  tor   to 

York  in 


life  and  my  servants,  which  ye  think  doubt- 
ful if  so  be  that  they  lack  stuff,  shot,  and 
victuals;  marvelling  sore,  and  think  it  im- 
possible in  this  short  season,  or  in  four  times 
the  season  hithertowards,  that  they  should 
lack  either,  without  it  so  be  that  my  lord's 
men  have  entered  ought  (somewhat}  the  place, 
and  so  had  their  stuff  from  them,  which  I 
cannot  think.  Also,  Sir,  for  the  time  of  your 
coming  to  my  Lord  of  Norfolk,  servants  of 
my  lord's  were  with  my  mother  at  Norwich, 
moving  to  send  to  my  brother  her  son  to 
deliver  the  place  under  such  a  form  as  your 
letter  specitieth,  and  so  I  cannot  understand 
what  regard  my  lord's  counsel  taketh  to  my 
/lords'  letter  and  to  your  labour  in  this  behalf, 
but  that  they  offered  as  largely  afore ;  ye 
writeth  in  your  letter  that  ye  durst  not  pass 
your  credence,  please  you  to  remember  that 
[yew]  said  your  credence  afore  the  lords  was 
right  large,  and  as  large  as  might  well  be  iu 
this  matter,  both  to  my  lord's  counsel  of 
Norfolk  to  withdraw  the  siege,  with  more 
other  matter  as  ye  know,  and  to  the  j<, 
of  the  peace,  and  to  the  sheriff  and  his  officers, 
your  authority  was  great  enough  to  each  of 
them. 

Wherefore,  Master  Writtill,  I  never  for  this 
nor  yet  will  take  appointment  in  this  matter 
but  as  my  lords  will  and  my  lord  arch- 
bishop, which,  as  well  as  I  myself,  have 
wholly  put  our  trust  to  your  discreet  direc- 
tion ;  and  my  said  lord  since  your  going, 
thinking  you  as  meet  a  man  in  executing 
their  commandment  as  could  be  chosen; 
nevertheless  for  answer  to  you  at  this  season, 
my  lord  archbishop  is  northwards  towards 
the  king  ;  how  belt,  it  is  said,  upon  a  meeting 
with  my  Lord  of  Clarence  my  lord  shall 
retmn  again  ;  and  as  \  ut  a 

:ne,  wr<'iii;i_r   In  his  lordship 
(hit  Ivrdxhip thinking j  that  Sir  Humphrey3  and 


3  Sir   Humphrey  Tallxit  was   a   captain    at  this 
itolk. 
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ye  were  in  Caister  as  was  appointed,  and  ye 
should  send  to  his  lordship  answer  of  the 
guiding  there  by  writing,  commanding  me 
that,  if  any  such  writings  came  from  you,  if 
his  lordship  were  not  past  twenty  miles  from 
London  to  come  to  his  lordship  with  the 
same ;  understanding  for  certain  that  he  is 
not  yet  so  far;  wherefore  I  will  in  all  the 
haste  possible  ride  night  and  day  till  I  see 
his  lordship,  and  after  communication  had 
with  his  lordship,  as  soon  as  is  possible  that  a 
man  may  go  betwixt,  ye  shall  have  an  answer 
of  his  disposition;  for  his  interest  is  such  that, 
as  I  have  written,  I  shall  never  do  therein 
without  him,  as  my  cousin,  bringer  hereof, 
more  plainly  shall  inform  you ;  for  I  can 
think  right  well  that,  as  ye  writeth  to  me,  my 
brother  will  not  deliver  the  place  to  none 
earthly  person  but  if  (unless)  he  see  writing 
from  my  lord. 

It  seemeth  by  your  writing  that  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk's  counsel  intend  not  that  my  lord 
archbishop  should  deal  in  this  matter,  for  he 
is  not  named  in  your  letter,  whereof  I  marvel ; 
for  it  was  moved  to  you  at  your  departing 
hence  the  king's  council  should  have  taken 
direction  in  •  this  matter,  or  else  my  lord 
cardinal,1  my  Lord  of  Clarence,  my  lord 
archbishop,  and  my  Lord  of  Essex, 2  &c. 
Nevertheless,  Master  Writtill,  all  profit, 
manor,  or  livelihood  laid  apart,  if  it  be  so 
that  through  recklessness  my  brother  and 
servants  be  in  such  jeopardy  as  ye  have 
written  to  me,  which  should  be  half  im- 
possible in  my  mind  that  they  should  mis- 
use so  much  stutf  in  four  times  the  space, 
and  that  ye  have  evident  knowledge  by  my 
said  brother  himself  thereof ;  I  will  pray  you 
to  see  him  and  them  in  surety  of  their  lives, 
whatsoever  shall  fall  of  the  livelihood,  how- 
beit,  I  would  not  that  my  brother  and  servants 
should  give  up  the  place  not  for  a  thousand 


'  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
nnd  Lord  Cardinal. 

-  Henry  Bourchier,  Earl  of  Essex. 


pounds  if  they  might  in  any  wise  keep  it  and 
save  their  lives  ;  and  therefore,  at  the  reverence 
of  God,  since  it  is  so  that  my  lord  arch- 
bishop, and  my  lords  all,  and  I,  have  put  our 
trust  in  you,  that  ye  will  do  your  devoir  to 
have  the  very  knowledge  of  my  brother  him- 
self, and  not  of  my  lord's  men,  whether  he 
stand  in  such  jeopardy  as  your  letter  specifieth 
or  not,  for  I  doubt  not  upon  the  sight  of  this 
letter,  and  of  the  letter  that  ye  had  before, 
that  my  brother  will  put  no  mistrust  in  you, 
considering  that  he  knoweth  that  ye  come 
from  my  lords  and  my  lord  archbishop  and 
have  my  writing;  and  as  for  my  lord  arch- 
bishop's writing  and  answer,  such  as  it  shall 
be,  ye  shall  have  it  in  all  haste  possible,  but 
I  think  verily  that  my  lord  escheweth  to  tell 
you  anything  without  that  he  might  speak 
with  you  alone,  and  methinketh  verily  that 
they  ought  not  to  let  (hinder)  you  to  speak 
with  him  alone,  considering  that  ye  have 
authority  and  writing  from  the  lords  so  to  do; 
and  as  for  the  justification  of  entering  the 
place,  and  siege  laying  to  the  same,  and  the 
commandment  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  and 
the  sheriff  to  assist  my  lord  in  this  guiding,  I 
wot  ye  understand  that  the  lords  know  all 
that  matter,  and  ye  heard  it  communed,  and 
how  they  took  it  in  their  conceits. 

There  is  no  more,  Master  Writtill,  but  I 
commit  all  this  writing  unto  your  discretion, 
and  as  ye  think  best  according  to  such  men's 
desire  as  have  intreated  you  therein  and  for 
my  most  avail,  I  pray  you,  Sir,  so  do,  and  I 
shall  see  unto  your  business,  and  labour  that 
ye  shall  have  cause  to  do  for  me  in  time 
coming,  and  as  the  bringer  hereof  shall  tell 
you,  and  I  pray  God  have  you  in  his  keep- 
ing- 
Written  at  London,  the  10th  day  of  Sep- 
tember. 

By  your  friend  for  ever, 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

London,  Sunday, 
1  nth  of  September, 
1469.     9E.IV. 
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LETTER  CCLXXXI.— (XCIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  383.) 

My  readers  I  make  no  doubt  will  ho  equally  pleased  with  myself,  in  having  so  authentic  an  account  of  the 
maini  Mies  placed  before  them,  wherein  ;i  disputed    title  to  an  esl  i  in  the 


of  law,  but  by  a  regular  and  well  conducted  sieire  laid  to  the  castle   claimed  by  ! 
1". very  warlike   preparation   is  made  by  lx>th  parties,  ami  tin-  as-ault  and    .le'eiiee   i- carried  on  with  the 
-;  military  skill.    The  number  of  the   '  -,iid  by  Blomefield  to  have  amon- 

aid,  while  the  number  of  those  who  defended  the  place  did  not  exceed  thi; 

strength  of  tin-  fortress  attacked,  which,  with  this  handful  of  men,  held  out  some  time.     The  an\ 
Margaret  I'a-t  in  for  the  safety  of  her  son  and  his  companions  interests  us  in  her  favour,  and  1, 
Sir  John  to  apply  to  the  Earl   of  Oxford  for  his  assistance  to  raise  the  siege,  though,  if  attended  with 
oald  enjoy  the  manor  of  Caister  for  his  life,  is  a  curious  circum>tance,  and  throws  linht  upon 
aner*  aud  politics  of  the  times.    [This  was  in  fact  a  te^rt/ proceeding ;  and  cvi 
!!i -irked,  the  holding  or  acquiring  poss.^sion  of  premises  by  fore.-  is  by  n 
.-  forcible  dispossession  of  freeholds,'1  says  Hallam  ('  Middle  A^es,'  vol.  iii.),   "  i. 
the   most  considerable  article*  in  our  law  books."     He  also  adds  in  a  note ; — "  If  a   man  \\.i- 
his  land,  he  might  enter  upon  the  di-sci>or  and   rein>tate  himself  without  course    of  law.      ! 
thi<  ri_'ht  of  entry  was  taken  away,  or  tolled,  as  it  \*  :>\  the  death   or  a!; 

ieci  extensive  enough  to  occupy  two  chapters  of  Littleton.     VA  hat  pertains  to  our  inq1. 


u  of  tin 


The  first 
and  with- 


that.  by  nn  entry  in  the  old  law-books,  we  must  underhand  an  actual  repos>< 
suit  in  ejectment,    as  it  is  now  interpreted,  but  which   is  a  comparath<' 
remedy,  sa\s  llritton,  oi'the  di— ei>ee  is  to  collect  a  Ixxly  of  his  fn 

1  iy  to  ca-t  out  tin-  dis.-M-isors,  or  at  least  to  maintain  himself  in  i«ssess,i 
This  entry  ouifht  indeed,  by  5  Hie.  II.,  stat.  i.  c>,  to  lx>  made  peaceably  ;  and  t'. 
the  posse  comitalusto  imprison  persons  entering!  on  lands  by  violeiice  ( lo  Hie.  1 1 
i. n  ply  the  facts  that  made  them  necessary."  The  law,  as  far  as  regards  freeholds,  i- uo\\  rail: 
altered  :  "  the  entry  must  be  made  peaceably,'' — and,  as  the  law  has  now  more  • 
the  public  peace   is  no  longer  permitted,  and  the  entry  is   usually  made  b\ 
as  regards  leasehold  or  yearly  tenancies.it  was  only  by  the  1  &  2  Victoria,  c.  7-i,  that 
powered  to  L'i\c  possession  to  landlords  of  premises  of  not  more  than  20/.  a-ycar  : 

i  t  >    ^'ive  up    possession.     Unroofing  the  house,    stopping   the  chimneys,  and   other 

tied  to  in  Older  to  eject  a  refractory  tenant.     In  the  ca-e  of  Cai>ter,the  i 
side  appears  very  doubtful.     Sir  John  Past  on  held  it  as  executor'to  Sir  J.  Fast  oil';   but  from  • 
nf  Howys,  \Vorce>ter,  the  Abbot   of  Lanijley,  and  others,  it  would  seem  he  was  very  dilatory  iu  fultillinn 
tlie   directions  of  the  \\ill,  and,  in  fact,  was  treating  it  a*  his  own  property.     On  the  other  hand,  "\  . 
and  Ilowys  sold  it  to  Norfolk,  probably  under  the  pretext  of  payiii"  the  bequests  of  the  will,  or  at  least 
their  own ";  but  the  act  of  these  two  executors  only  could  clearly  convey  no  lejal  title.     That  tli. 

re  customarv,  and  considered  not  illegal,  accounts  also  for  the  ab-en.-e  of  any  per-  >nal  ani- 
mosity.    The  Duke  of  Norfolk's  party  well  knew  that  J.  I'.-ist-m  could  never 
with  which  he  was  accused,  but  the  ohuge  would  take  an  active  opponent 
Paston.  equally  aware  of  the  real  state  of  the  case,  would  not  thereby  be  prevent. 
under  the  Duke.] 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 

I  (.IU:ET  you  well,  letting  you  weet  that  your 

hrother   and   his  fellowship  stand   in    great 

•  nly  at    Taistcr,  ;ui<l   Lick  victuals,  and 
Danbeney1  ;ui<l  Ui'nn-y~  In-  ilc;ul.  and  divers 

•  LTt-afly  hurt:   and  llicy  I'.;;]    LnuipowdtT 
and  arrows,  and   tin-    place   </-v)  ^>MV   broken 
with   puns   (.!'  tlie    oti.  .   lliat    Imt 

they  have  h.iMy  hrlp  ih.-_. 


lose    both    their    lives  and  the   place,  to   tin- 
belt  rebuke  to  you  that  -  bo  any 

lor    every   man    in    this    country 


1  John    DaulK-ney,    Ksq.,    wh.i-c    death    is    here 
mentioned,  •,  :  tinily  in  the 

I 

•n-rl  Herney,  the  oti 
not  killed   ;r 

<  'hurch  in   Norfolk,  there 
a  brass-plate  in  the  chancel  to  liis  memory. 


niarvelh-th  L'R-atly  that    yo  sufler   I 
so  long  in  so  great  jeopardy  Ip  or 

iiedy. 

hike   hath   l>een 

fdeterm i//«/]  thereupon,  and  morr  < 
that  Writtill,  tny  l^ord  .  D,  was 

tin-re,  thai.  .re  :  and   In- 

lor   all    his    tm,;  and 

nilieis.    to   IK-  th 
next  mniini,'.  that  thciv 

-t  multitude  of  ) 

vnd  they  purpose  th.-n 

l,y  the   sea  .  with 

and  ordna:  :11  Jio  man  d 

in    th 

with  ;  ••/•  of)  people    t: 
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shall  not  lie  in  their  power  within  to  hold  it 
against  them  without  God  help  them  or  (they) 
have  hasty  succour  from  you;  therefore,  as 
ye  will  have  my  blessing,  I  charge  you  and 
require  you  that  ye  see  your  brother  be  holpen 
in  haste,  and  if  ye  can  have  none  mean  rather 
desire  writing  from  my  Lord  of  Clarence  if 
he  be  at  London,  or  else  of  my  Lord  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  that 
he  will  grant  them  that  be  in  the  place 
their  lives  arid  their  goods,  and  in  eschewing  of 
insurrections  with  other  inconveniences  that 
be  like  to  grow  within  the  shire  of  Norfolk, 
this  troublous  werd  (tumultuous  icorld},  be- 
cause of  such  conventicles  and  gatherings 
within  the  said  shire,  for  cause  of  the  said 
place,  they  shall  sutler  him  to  enter  upon 
such  appointment  or  other  like,  taken  by  the 
advice  of  your  counsel  there  at  London  if  ye 
think  this  be  not  good,  till  the  law  hath 
determined  otherwise,  and  let  him  write 
another  letter  to  your  brother  to  deliver  the 
place  up  on  the  same  appointment ;  and  if 
ye  think,  as  I  can  suppose,  that  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  will  not  agree  to  this  because  he 
granted  this  afore,  and  they  in  the  place 
would  not 'accept  it,  then  I  would  the  said 
messenger  should  with  the  said  letters  bring 
from  the  said  Lord  of  Clarence,  or  else  my 


lord  archbishop,  to  my  Lord  of  Oxford 
other  letters  to  rescue  them  forthwith,  though 
the  said  Earl  of  Oxford  should  have  the  place 
during  his  life  for  his  labour;  spare  not  this  to 
be  done  in  haste  if  ye  will  have  their  lives,  and 
be  set  by  (esteemed')  in  Norfolk,  though  ye 
should  lose  the  best  manor  of  all  for  the 
rescuse  [rescue] .  I  had  lever  (rather")  ye  lost 
the  livelihood  than  their  lives ;  ye  must  get  a 
messenger  of  the  lords,  or  some  other  notable 
man,  to  bring  these  letters ;  do  your  devoir 
now,  and  let  me  send  you  no  more  messengers 
for  this  matter,  but  send  me  by  the  bearer 
hereof  more  certain  comfort  than  ye  have  done 
by  all  other  that  I  have  sent  before  ;  in  any 
wise  let  the  letters  that  shall  come  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  come  with  the  letters  that 
shall  come  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  that  if  he 
will  not  agree  to  the  one,  that  ye  may  have 
ready  your  rescuse  that  it  need  no  more  to 
send,  therefore  God  keep  you. 

Written    the  Tuesday  next  before   Holy 
Rood  day,  in  haste. 


By  your  mother, 

MARGARET  PASTON* 


Norwich,  Tuesday, 
12th  of  September, 
1469.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCLXXXII.— (XCIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  387.) 

Sir  John  Fasten  here  seems  hurt  at  his  mother's  suspecting  him  of  not  exerting  himself  to  the  utmost  inr 
endeavouring  cither  to  accommodate  matters,  or  to  assist  his  brother  and  friends  within  the  place.     He 


lavly  as  he  neither  came  nor  sent  any  effective  assistance.     He  does  not,  in  fact,  appear  to  attach  much 
importance  to  his  mother's  news.] 

To  Margaret  Past  on. 


MOTHER,  upon  Saturday  last  was  Daubeney 
and  Berney  were  alive  and  merry,  and  I  sup- 
pose there  came  no  man  out  of  the  place  to 
you  since  that  time  that  could  have  ascer- 
tained to  you.  of  their  deaths ;  and  as  touching 
the  fierceness  of  the  Duke  or  of  his  people, 
showed  since  that  time  that  Writtill  departed, 
I  trow  it  was  concluded  that  truce  and  absti- 
nence of  war  should  be  had  ere  he  departed, 
which  shall  endure  till  Monday  next  coming; 
and  by  that  time  I  trow  that  truce  shall  be 
taken  till  that  day  sev'nnight  after,  by  which 


time  I  hope  of  a  good  direction  [that']  shall  be 
had;  and  whereas  ye  write  to  me  that  I  should 
sue  for  letters  from  my  Lords  of  Clarence  and 
York,  they  be  not  here,  and  if  they  wrote  to 
him  as  they  have  done  two  times,  I  trow  it 
would  not  avail;  and  as  for  to  labour  those 
letters  and  the  rescue  together,  they  be  two 
sundry  things,  for  when  the  rescue  is  ready, 
that  the  cost  thereof  is  done,  for  if  I  be  driven 
thereto  to  rescue  it,  ere  they  come  there  that 
should  do  it,  it  shall  cost  a  thousand  escutys, 
and  as  much  after,  which  way  were  hard  for 
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me  to  take  while  that  I  m;iy  do  it  otlu •;••. 
but  as  to  say  lli.it  they  shall  he  rescued  if  all 
the  lands  th.it  I  have  in  K:,_rland  and  friends 
may  do  it.  they  shall  and  (</')  Ciod  he  friendly, 
and  that  as  shortly  as  it  may  goodly  and  well 
be  brought  ahout  ;  and  the  greatest  default, 
earthly  is  money  and  some  friends  and  neigh- 
bours to  help,  wherefore  I  beseech  you  to  xri,d 
me  comfort  with  what  money  ye  could  find 
the  means  to  get  or  chevise  (ly>rron<  ii/mn  in- 
terest }.  iijuiii  surety  sufficient  or  upon  liveli- 
hood to  be  in  mortgage  or  yet  sold,  and  what 
people  by  likelihood  your  friends  and  mine 
could  make  upon  a  short  warning,  and  to  send 
me  word  in  all  the  haste  as  it  is  needful;  but, 
mother.  I  feel  by  your  writing  that  ye  deem 
in  me  I  should  not  do  my  devoir  (end,": 
without  ye  wrote  to  me  some  heavy  tidings, 
and.  mother,  if  I  had  need  to  be  quickened 
with  a  letter  in  this  need  I  were  of  myself  too 
slow  a  fellow  ;  but,  mother,  I  ensure  (assure) 
you  that  I  have  heard  ten  times  worse  tidings 
since  the  siege  began  than  any  letter  that  ye 
wrote  to  me,  and  sometimes  I  have  heard 
right  good  tidings  both;  but  this  I  assure 
you  that  they  that,  be  within  have  no  worse- 
rest  than  I  have,  nor  casteth  more  jeopardy  ; 
but  whether  I  had  good  tidings  or  ill,  I  take 
(iod  to  witness,  that  I  have  done  my  devoir 
as  I  would  be  done  for  in  case  like,  and  shall 
do  till  then-  be  an  end  of  it. 

1  have  sent  to  the  king  to  York,  and  to  the 
lords,  and  hope  to  have  answer  from  them  by 
-day  at  the  furthest,  and  after  that 
answer  shall  I  be  ruled,  anil  then  send  you 
word,  for  till  that,  time  can  I  take  none  di- 
rection; and  to  encomfort  you,  despair  you 
not  for  lack  of  victuals  nor  of  gunpowder, 
nor  lie  not  too  he.ny  nor  too  merry  therefore: 
for  and  (/'/')  heaviness  or  sorrow  would  have 
been  the  remedy  thereof,  I  knew  never  matter 
in  my  life  that  I  could  have  i 

for,  and  with   (iod's  grace  it  shall 
ii.'d  well   enough,  for   by  my  troth  I 
had  le\  •  >-'•  the  manor   i<i 

than  the  simplest   man's  life  therein  if  that 


may  be  his  salvation:  whe:  ch  ! 

you  to  send  me  word  what  money 
ye  think  that.  I  am  like  to  get  in  that  country  ; 
for  the  hasty  purchase  of  money  and  men 
shall  be  the  getting  and  rescue  of  it,  and  tin- 
salvation  of  most  men's  lives,  if  we  take  that 
way. 

Also,  this  day  I  purpose  to  send  to  York  to 
the  king  for  a  thing,  which  same  only  may 
by  likelihood  be  the  salvation  of  all  :  ye  must 
remember  that  the  rescue  of  it   is  the   last 
remedy  of  all.  and  how  it  is  not  easy  to  get; 
and  also  ye  send  me  word  that  I  should  not 
come  home  without  that  I  come  strong,  but 
if  I  had  had  one  other  strong  place  in  Norfolk 
to  have  come  to.  though  J  had  brought   > 
fe\\-  with  me,  I  should  with  (. 
rescued  it  by  this  time. 
been  fain  to  have   besieged  both 
yet,  and  (//')  the  duke  hail  no:  .nth 

out:    but,   mother,  I   beseech   you 
some  money,  for  by  my  troth  I  have  but  ten 
shillings;  I  wot  not  where  to  ;:  and 

moreover  I  have  been  ten  times  in  like  < 
or  worse,  within  this  ten 

I  sent  to  Richard  Calle  for  money,  but  he 
sendeth  7ne  :  .-ch  you  to  guid. 

evidence  that  Peacock  can  tell  you  of,  and 
to  see  it  safe,  for  it  is  told  me  that  Richard 
Calle  hath  had  rig 

I  would  not  they  come  in  hi>  tinkers  :    I  : 
no  word  from  you  of  them,  nor  \\ 
\.-t    in    your   keeping    the   •  . 

iTIl    OUt  Of    i 

ye  have   sent  to  my  manors  that   they  should 

not  pay  him  no  more  money  or  no' . 

it  like  you  to  give  credence  to  Robin  in  ol 

Written  the  Friday  next  after  Holy  1 

JOHN  :  :»jht. 

London,  Friday, 
15th  of  Sei>teml>er, 

IV. 


•  The  original  word .  in  :  •  '**», 

.hough 
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LETTE  R   CCLXXXIII.— (XCV.  vol.  iv.  p.  395.) 

This  letter  is  written  by  Sir  John  Paston  to  his  brother  John  Paston,  to  encourage  him  to  hold  out  Caister 
Castle  as  long  as  he  has  hopes  of  relief :  he  tells  him  of  the  good  opinion  which  is  entertained  of  the  courage 
and  conduct  of  those  in  the  place,  but  that  those  who  besiege  it  are  mentioned  in  a  very  different  manner.  The 
letter  is  curious,  and  written  in  a  style  to  give  both  spirits  and  hope  to  the  besieged. 

To  John  Paston,  and  to  none  other. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  and  promise  you 
that  I  have  and  shall  labour  and  find  the 
mean  that  ye  shall  have  honour  of  your  deal- 
ing, as  ye  have  hithertowards,  as  all  England 
and  every  man  reporteth ;  and  moreover  1  am 
in  way  for  it  by  many  divers  ways,  whereof 
there  shall  be  one  executed  by  this  day  fort- 
night at  the  furthest,  and  peradventure  within 
seven  days ;  and  if  ye  may  keep  it  so  long 
I  would  be  glad,  and  after  that  if  ye  have 
not  from  me  other  writing,  that  then  ye  do 
therein  for  your  safeguard  and  your  fellow- 
ship only  and  to  your  worships ;  and  as  for 
the  place,  no  force  therefore ;  ye  know  this 
hand,  therefore  needeth  no  mention  from 
whom  it  cometh ;  and  moreover  they  that  be 
about  you  be  in  obloquy  of  all  men ;  and 
moreover  they  have  been  written  to  by  as 
special  writing  as  might  be,  after  the  world 
that  now  is,  and  promise  you  that  the  Duke's 
counsel  would  that  they  had  never  begun  it ; 
and  moreover  they  be  charged  in  pain  of 
their  lives  that  though  they  get  the  place  they 
should  not  hurt  one  of  you ;  there  is  neither 


ye  nor  none  with  you,  but,  and  ({/")  he  knew 
what  is  generally  reported  of  him,  he  or  ye, 
and  God  fortune  you  well,  may  think  him 
four  times  better  in  reputation  of  all  folk  than 
ever  he  was. 

Beware  whom  ye  make  a  counsel  to  this 
matter. 

Also,  I  let  you  weet  that  I  am  in  much 
more  comfort  of  you  than  I  may  write,  and 
they  that  be  about  you  have  cause  to  be 
more  ferde  (afraid}  than  ye  have ;  and  also 
beware  of  spending  of  your  stuff  of  quarrels 
(square -headed  arrows),  powder,  and  stone 
(stone  bullets),  so  that  if  they  assault  you  ere 
we  come  that  ye  have  stuff  to  defend  you  of 
over,  and  then  of  my  life  ye  get  no  more;  and 
that  your  fellowship  be  ever  occupied  in  re- 
newing of  your  stuff. 

Written  the  Monday  next  after  Holy  Rood 
day. 

I  trow,  though  ye  be  not  privy  thereto,  there 
is  taken  a  truce  new  till  this  day  sev  nnight. 

Monday,  18th  of  September, 
1469.    9E.IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXXIV.— (XCVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  397.) 

This  well-written  letter  of  Margaret  Paston  to  Sir  John  Paston  gives  us  a  high  opinion  of  her  good  sense  and 
prudent  conduct;  she  is  justly  displeased  with  him  for  supposing  that  she  should  knowingly  send  him  false 
information  :  the  good  advice  she  gives  him  Hows  from  her  own  reliance  upon  God,  and  from  her  know- 
ledge of  mankind;  she  laments  her  own  inability  to  assist  him  with  money,  and  recommends  propel 
methods  for  the  increase  of  his  livelihood. 

To  Sir  John  Paston  in  haste,  a  matre. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine,  letting  you  weet  that  me- 
think  by  the  letter  that  ye  sent  me  by  Robin 
that  ye  think  that  I  should  write  to  you 
fables  and  imaginations,  but  I  do  not  so,  I 
have  written  as  it  have  been  informed  me, 
and  will  do:  it  was  told  me  that  both  Dau- 
beney  and  Berney  were  dead  ;  but  for  certain 
Daubeney  is  dead,  God  assoil  his  soul ! 
whereof  I  am  right  sorry,  and  it  had  pleased 
God  that  it  might  have  been  otherwise. 


Remember  you,  ye  have  had  two  great 
losses  within  this  twelvemonth  of  him  and  of 
Sir  Thomas.  God  visiteth  you  as  it  pleaseth 
him  in  sundry  wises  :  he  would  ye  should 
know  him  and  serve  him  better  than  ye  have 
done  before  this  time,  and  then  he  will  send 
you  the  more  grace  to  do  well  in  all  other 
things;  and  for  God's  love  remember  it  right 
well,  and  take  it  patiently,  and  thank  God 
of  his  visitation  ;  and  if  anything  have  been 
amiss,  any  otherwise  than  it  ought  to  have 
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been  before  this,  either  in  pride,  or  in  lavish 
expenses,  or  in  any  other  tiling  that  have 
ofl'ended  God,  amend  it,  and  pray  him  of  his 
grace  and  help,  and  intend  well  to  God  and 
to  your  neighbours  ;  and  though  your  power 
hereafter  be  to  acquit  [requite]  them  of  their 
malice,  yet  be  merciful  to  them,  and  God 
shall  send  you  the  more  grace  to  have  your 
intent  in  other  tilings.  I  remember  these 
clauses  because  of  the  last  letter  that  ye  sent 
me.  I  have  sent  to  Harry  Halman,  of  Sporle, 
to  help  to  get  as  ye  desired  me,  and  he 
cannot  get  past  live  or  eight  at  the  most,  and 
yet  it  will  not  be  but  if  (unless}  he  come 
that  [they]  ye  trust  upon  that  should  come, 
for  they  long  (belong}  apart  to  him ;  and 
Richard  Sharman  hath  assayed  on  his  part, 
and  he  cannot  get  past  five ;  for  those  that 
long  to  us,  they  long  also  to  our  adversaries, 
and  they  have  been  desired  by  them,  and 
they  would  nought  do  for  them,  and  there- 
fore they  think  to  have  magery  (q.  manage- 
ment}1 of  the  other  part. 

As  for  the  gentleman  that  ye  desired  me  to 
speak  with,  I  spake  with  his  wife,  and  she 
told  me  he  was  not  in  this  country  nor 
nought  wist  when  he  should  be  here;  and  as 
for  the  other  man,  he  has  bought  him  a 
livery2  in  Bromholm  priory,  and  have  given 
up  the  world,  &c. 

Item,  as  for  money  I  could  get  but  ten 
pounds  upon  pledges,  and  that  is  spent  for 
your  matters  here,  for  paying  of  your  men 
that  were  at  Caister,  and  other  things,  and  I 
wot  not  where  to  get  none,  neither  for  surety 

1   [\\'K   do    not    Know    the   word    titnijrry,  but     it 
seems  used  in  the  sense  of  neutrality — the  services 
of  the  tenantry   are.  claimed   by    both   ]»irti< 
ha\i:i_  i>  alight   forth'.-  tun-    pait,    they 

hink  it  ri;'ht  to  hold  ;i  neutrality  as  to  the  Other  part.] 
'-'  It  was  usual  in   the>e  time-   for  peftOM  gltnHag 
into  years  to  procure  1>\  p 

IUU   H])   all 
in   worldly   matters,  they   passed   tie;    remainder    of 

their  time  in  prayer  and  ,<i  it  t  > 

finish  a  I'll  re  and  unspotted    life  in  a  place   set  apart 

'u'ion.  where  they  should 
worldly   cii!.'a::ement ;    others    i. 

nentfor  their  former  e\il  deeds,  \\ith  I 
that  it  mi^'ht  insure  their  eternal  v  • 


nor  for  pledges  ;  and  as  for  mine  own  liveli- 
hood, I  am  so  simply  paid  thereof  that  I  fear 
me  I  shall  be  fain  to  borrow  for  myself  or 
else  to  break  up  household ;  or  both. 

As  for  the  yielding  of  the  place  at  Caister, 
I  trow  Writtill  hath  told  of  the  pawntements 
(appointments)  how  it  is  delivered.  I  would 
tliat  had  been  so  ere  this  time,  and  then  there 
should  not  have  been  done  so  mickle  hurt  as 
there  is  in  divers  ways,  for  many  of  our  well- 
willers  are  put  to  loss  for  our  sakes,  and  I 
fear  me  it  shall  be  long  ere  it  be  recompensed 
again,  and  that  shall  cause  others  to  do  the 
less  for  us  hereafter. 

I  would  ye  should  (send)  your  brother 
word,  and  some  other  that  ye  trust,  to  see  to 
your  own  livelihood  to  set  it  in  a  rule,  and 
to  gather  thereof  that  may  be  had  in  haste; 
and  also  of  Sir  John  Fastolfs  livelihood  that 
may  be  gathered  in  peaceabl  is  for 

Richard  Calle  he  will  no  more  gather  it  but 
if  (unless)  ye  command  him,  and  he  would 
fain  make  his  account,  and  have  your  good 
mastership,  as  it  is  told  me,  and  deliver  the 
evidence  of  Beckham  and  all  other  things 
that  longeth  to  you,  that  he  trusteth  that  ye 
will  be  his  good  master  hereafter :  and  he 
saith  he  will  not  take  none  new  master  till  ye 
refuse  his  service. 

Remember  that  your  livelihood  may  be 
set  in  such  a  rule  that  ye  may  know  how  it 
is,  and  what  is  owen  to  yon.  for  by  my  faith 
I  have  hoi  pen  as  much  as  I  may  and  • 
saving  myself,  and  tin-re  fore  take  heed  ere  it 
be  worse. 

This   letter    was  begun    on    Friday    vrsa 

liirht.   and    ended    this   day   next 
Michaelmas   day.      (iod   keep  you.  an<! 
you   grace   to  do  as  well  as  I 
ami  1  charge  you  beware  tli.. 
to  mortice,  for  if  any  ailvi.se  yon  ' 
are  not   your  1V; 

advice,  \-c.:   I   trow  your  brother   wii! 
you  tidings  in  haste. 

:  ON. 

lU'juii  Frida- 
ended  - 

IV". 
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LETTER    CCLXXXV.     (CXVII.  vol.  iv.  p.  405.) 

Tliis  is  the  only  letter  written  to  the  besiegers  which  appears  in  this  collection,  and  the  writer  of  this  cannot 
be  ascertained  :  IK-  seems  however  to  be  a  well-wisher  to  the  Pastons  by  what  he  says  in  his  letter  of  the 
opinion  of  the  lords  on  this  business,  who  likewise  appear  favourable  to  them.  He  seems  to  hint  that 
the  extremity  to  which  things  are  carried  is  more  the  fault  of  these  captains  to  whom  the  letter  is  addressed 
than  that  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  "  is  noted  so  well  disposed." 

(To)  Sir  John  Hevengham1  Thomas   Wingfield?  Gilbert  Debenham?  William  Brandon >,4  and  every 
of  them  severally  in  others  absence. 


IT  is  so  that,  according  to  such  direction  as 
was  moved  to  be  desired  of  my  lords  being 
here  as  for  such  as  here  be,  they  marvel  greatly 
thereof,  thinking  and  remembering  in  them- 
selves that  such  oiler  as  was  made  by  my  cre- 
dence to  my  lord,  and  tofore  you  reported, 
should  have  sounded  more  to  his  pleasure  and 
honour  than  this  his  desire  ;  nevertheless  my 
lords  think,  whereas  they  wrote  and  desired 
jointly  that  such  credence,  as  ye  remember, 
might  be  observed  and  taken,  and  by  you  re- 
fused ;  now  if  they  should  assent  to  the  desire 
of  this  direction,  it  is  thought  in  them  not  so 
to  do,  for  it  is  so  fortuned  that  divers  of  my 
lords,  from  whom  I  brought  both  writing  and 
credence,  be  at  the  king's  high  commandment 
hastily  departed  unto  his  highness ;  trusting 
in  God  to  have  hearing  in  brief  time  of  their 
hasty  again  coming,  at  which  time  my  lords 
that,  here  be,  and  they  that  shall  come  again, 
shall  commune  and  speak  together  of  this 
desire  and  direction,  and  such  answer  as  they 
give  and  make  shall  be  sent  unto  you  then 
with  haste  possible.  Over  this  me  think  eth 
for  your  excuse  of  burden  and  charge,  such 
as  I  hear  will  be  laid  unto  you  concerning 
the  great  works  that  daily  be  and  are  at  the 
manor  of  Caister,  if  ye  think  that  God  should 
have  pleasure,  and  also  the  king  our  sove- 
reign lord,  and  that  my  said  lords  should 
think  in  you  good  advice  or  sad,  and  that 
ye  intended  to  avoid  the  shedding  of  Chris- 
tian blood  and  the  destruction  of  the  king's 
liege  people,  that  at  your  politic  labour  and 
wisdom  ye  might  bring  my  lord  to  the 
abstinence  of  war,  and  a  truce  to  be  had  and 

1  Sir  John  Heveningham,  knight  and  banneret, 
was  a  descendant  of  an  ancient  family  situated  at  the 
towns  of  Heveningham,  in  Suffolk  ;  his  son  Thomas 
became  owner  of  the  estate  at  Ketteringham,  in  Nor- 
folk, where  this  family  continued  for  several  genera- 
tions. 

2  Sir  Thomas  Wingfield  was  a  younger  son  either 


continued  unto  time  of  the  return  of  my 
said  lords,  or  else  knowledge  of  their  intent ; 
certifying  you  for  truth  that  there  be  mes- 
sengers sent  unto  my  said  lords  with  letters 
of  such  answer  as  I  had  of  you  and  your 
desire  together,  knowing  certainly  that  there 
shall  be  hasty  relation  of  their  intents  in  the 
premises ;  which  answers  ye  shall  have  at 
furthest  by  Monday  cometh  sev'nnight. 
Furthermore  letting  you  weet  that  I  under- 
stand for  certain  that  my  lords  that  be  here 
eschew,  for  such  inconvenience  that  might 
fall,  to  conclude  any  answer  by  themselves, 
considering  that  my  credence  was  given  by 
all  the  lords,  praying  you,  as  shall  be  done 
to  the  continuance  of  this  truce  aforesaid, 
that  I  may  be  ascertained ;  or  if  at  this  hour 
ye  could  yet  think  my  credence  reasonable 
and  honourable  to  be  accepted  and  taken, 
send  me  word  in  writing  from  you  by  my 
servant,  bringer  of  this,  all  delays  laid  apart; 
for  I  ascertain  [assure]  you  as  he  that  owe  you 
service,  I  was  and  yet  am  greatly  blamed  for 
my  long  tarrying  with  you,  for  divers  of  my 
lords  tarried  here  for  me,  by  the  assent  of  all 
my  lords,  longer  than  they  would  have  done, 
to  know  my  answer  and  guiding  from  you; 
and  over  this  I  certify  you  that  ye  cannot 
make  my  lords  here  to  think  that  if  there  be 
inconvenience  or  mischief,  murder  or  man- 
slaughter, had  or  done,  but  and  (if)  your 
wills  and  intents  were  to  the  contrary,  my 
lord  is  noted  so  well  disposed,  that  without 
your  great  abetment  he  neither  will  do  nor 
assent  to  none  such  thing;  praying  you, 
therefore,  as  your  friend,  to  remember  well 

of  Sir  Robert  or  Sir  John  Wingfield,  ofLetheriiHiam 
in  Suffolk. 

3  Sir  Gilbert  Debenham,  knight,  was  descended 
of  an  ancient  family  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

4  Sir  William  Brandon  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Winutield,  and  was  ancestor  to  Charles 
Brandon,  afterwards  Duke  of  Snfiblk. 
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yourself,  and  so  to  rule  you  as  my  lords 
may  have  in  time  to  come  knowledge  of 
your  more  sad  (grave}  disposition  than  as  yet 
I  feel  they  think  in  you  ;  and  how  that  my 
lords  note  sunn-  of  yon,  James  Hol>art,  being 
of  my  lord's  counsel,  can  inform  you,  where- 
fore for  God's  sake  remember  you,  and 
deliver  my  servant,  and  if  ye  think  my  first 
credence  or  this  advertisement  shall  be 


taken  to  effect,   then   I   pray    you    that  my 
servant,  bringer  hereof,  may   have  sur> 
duct   to     speak   witli   John  1   to 

report  to  him  these  directions,  and  upon  that 
to  deliver  him  a  bill  certifying  the  tame. 

London, 

September,  1469. 
•JE.IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXX  VI.— (XXVIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  25.) 

Tin's  letter  is  endorsed  in  :ni  ancient  hand.     "  The  Duke  of  Norfl"  Lr'e  upon  his  en1 

4.  ix°."  This  is  uivou  to  show  the  rei;il  style  used  by  th.-  nobility  of  these  times.  In  lUonn-:  . 
of  Norfolk.'   vol.  v.  p.   1J.V2,  ;i  particular  account  of  the  riege  ni'C.ii  i\en,  with  tlr 

of  the  principal  persons  ensured  on  both  sides.     The  mark  of  the  signet  remains,  hut  the  ir. 
laced.     It  is  likewise  signed  with  the  Duke's  own  hand. 

Tin:  Di  KK.  OF  NORFOLK. 
"WHEUE(JS)  John  Paston,  Esquire,  and  oilier 
diverse  persons  have,  against  the  peace,  kept 
the  manor  of  Caister  with  force,  against  the 
will  and  intent  of  us  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to 
our  great  displeasure;  which  notwithstanding, 
at  the  contemplation  of  the  writing  of  the 
most  worshipful  and  reverend  father  in  God 
the  Cardinal  of  England,  and  our  most  trusty 
and  entirely-beloved  uncle  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  ri.irht  noble  prince  my  Lord  of 
Clarence,  and  other  lords  of1  our  blood,  and 
also  at  th.'  givat  labour  and  instance  of  our 
most  dear  and  siii'_rular-beli>\  ed  wife,  we  be 
agreed  that  the  said  John  Paston.  and  his 
said  fellowship,  being  in  the  said  manor, 
shall  depart  and  go  out  of  the  said  manor 
without  delay,  and  make  thereof  deliverance 

•    as    we   will    assign,    tli- 
fellowship  having  their  lives  and  goods,  horse 


and  harness,    and   other   goods  being   in  the 

keeping    of  the    said    John    P.. 

1:111  is,   cross-hows,  and  quarrels,  and   all  other 

hostlcinents     u-nrlik<-  implements 

manor   annexed   and  belonging:  and 

fifteen  days  respite  after  th.-ir  said  departing 

out  to  go  into  what  place  shall  like  them, 

with, tut  any  actions  or  quarrel  1 

made  by  us  or  in  our  name  to  tlu-ni  or  any  of 

theni,  within  our  franchise  or  without,  during 

the  said  time. 

Given    under  our  sign.  .nth  the 

2(5th  day  of  S.  ..f  Kin- 

Edward  the  IV'1'. 


Yarmouth , 
Tuesday .  26th  of  September, 

1 1-:.  iv. 


L  K  T  T  E  R    CCLXXXVII.— (XCVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  411.) 
Caister  yielded.     J.  P. 

withhold  the  praise  .hie  to  John  Paston  as  a  bl 

,:d  at    the  s:iiue   tini"   wishinu'  that    he  and  his  companions  had  U-eii  abb 
pOMM  manner  in  whirh  i 

:!>er  Sir  John 
1  468. 

r  .A,////  I'nit-n.  Knight. 

Ruiiir  wor-hipfu!  •!  me  uii'u  i"  fell  you 

.tainty  of  the  deliver-   |   how  that  u  .-11   AA 
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myself;  as  for  John  Chapman  and  his  three 
fellows  I  have  purveyed  that  they  be  paid 
each  of  them  forty  shillings  with  the  money 
that  they  had  of  you  and  Daubeney;  and 
that  is  enough  for  the  season  that  they  have 
done  you  service  ;  I  pray  you  give  them  their 
thank,  for  by  my  troth  they  have  as  well 
deserved  it  as  any  men  that  ever  bore  life ; 
but  as  for  money  ye  need  not  to  give  them 
without  ye  will,  for  they  be  pleased  with 
their  wages. 

Wryttill  promised  me  to  send  you  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  appointment,  we  were  for  lack 
of  victuals,  gunpowder,  men's  hearts,  lack  of 


surety  of  rescue,  driven  thereto  to  take  ap- 
pointment.1 

If  ye  will  that  I  come  to  you  send  me 
word  and  I  shall  purvey  me  for  to  tarry  with  you 
a  two  or  three  days ;  by  my  troth  the  reward- 
ing of  such  folks  as  hath  been  with  me  during 
the  siege,  hath  put  me  in  great  danger  for  the 
money ;  God  preserve  you,  and  I  pray  you  be 
of  good  cheer  till  I  speak  with  you,  and  I 
trust  to  God  to  ease  your  heart  in  some 
things. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

September,  1469.    9  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCLXXXVIII.— (XCIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  413.) 

The  advice  given  to  Sir  John  Paston  by  his  brother  relative  to  his  servants,  who  had  faithfully  served  him 
during  the  siege,  &c.  shows  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  interests  the  reader  in  wishing  that  he  had  been 
of  ability  to  have  retained  them  himself.  It  seems  odd  that  a  man  who  had  so  lately  commanded  a  garri- 
son against  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  should,  so  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  place, 
have  any  thoughts  of  engaging  himself  in  his  grace's  service,  as  it  fully  appears  by  this  letter  that  J. 
Paston  had.  We  learn  from  it,  however,  that,  in  disputes  of  this  kind,  whenever  the  cause  of  dispute  was 
ended  all  animosity  ceased,  and  the  different  parties  forgot  they  had  so  lately  been  enemies.  We  find  a 
great  deal  of  similar  behaviour  between  the  partisans  of  the  White  and  Red  Rose  during  the  civil  wars  of 
this  distant  period.  [This  is  true,  but  very  contradictory  of  Sir  J.  Fenn's  opinions  expressed  in  other 
places.] 

To  my  master,  Sir  John  Paston,  in  Fleet-street. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  (me) 
unto  you;  praying  you  that  ye  will  in  all 
haste  send  me  word  how  that  ye  will  that 
Sir  John  Styll,  John  Pampyrig,  William 
Milisent,  Nicholas  Maudent,  (and)  T.  Tom- 
son  shall  be  ruled,  and  whether  that  they 
shall  seek  them  new  services  or  not;  and 
Matthew  Bedford  also,  for  he  hath  been  with 
me  this  season,  and  is  from  my  mother  ;  and 
if  so  be  that  ye  will  have  these  to  abide  with 
you,  or  any  of  them,  send  word  which  that 


1  [The  original  has—"  we  wer  sor  (with  a  long  s, 
probably  a  typographical  error)  lak  of  vetayl  gone- 
poudyr  menys  lierts  lak  of  suerte  of  rescwe"  dreuyn 
thcrto  to  take  apoyntement.''  Fenn  translates "  it 
thus:  "we  were  sore  lack  of  victuals  (and)  gun- 
powder, men's  hearts  lack  of  surety  of  rescue  (were), 
driven  thereto  to  take  appointment."  Two  words 
are  here  driven  in,  and  the  sentence  is  made  non- 
sense. With  the  correction  of  nor  into  fur  we  think 
the  meaning  is  quite  clear.  Lack  of  'men's  hearts 
means,  that  the  hearts  of  the  men,  having  done  all 
they  could,  had  at  length  given  way — they  were  no 
longer  manly.] 


they  be,  for  betwixt  this  and  Hallowmas  my 
mother  is  agreed  that  they  shall  have  meat 
and  drink  of  her  for  such  a  certain  weekly 
as  my  mother  and  ye  and  I  can  accord  when 
we  meet,  notwithstanding  if  ye  could  get 
Berney,  or  any  of  these  said  fellows  which 
that  ye  will  not  keep,  any  service  in  the  mean 
season,  it  were  more  worship  for  you  than  to 
put  them  from  you  like  masterless  hounds, 
for  by  my  troth  they  are  as  good  men's 
bodies  as  any  alive,  and  specially  Sir  John 
Still  and  John  Pampyng ;  and  (if)  I  were  of 
power  to  keep  them  and  all  these  before 
rehearsed,  by  troth  they  should  never  depart 
from  me  while  I  lived. 

If  ye  send  me  word  that  I  shall  come 
to  you  to  London  for  to  commune  with  you 
of  any  matter,  so  God  help  me,  I  have 
neither  money  to  come  up  with  nor  for  to 
tarry  with  you  when  I  am  there,  but  if 
(unless)  ye  send  me  some ;  for  by  my  troth 
these  works  have  caused  me  to  lay  out  for 
you  better  than  ten  or  twelve  pounds,b  esides 
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that  money  that  I  had  of  my  mother,  which 
is  about  an  eight  pound ;  God  amend  delimits, 
but  this  I  warrant  you,  without  that  it  be 
Matthew  which  ye  sent  word  by  John  Thresher 
that  ye  would  have  to  await  on  you,  there  is 
no  man  that  was  hired  for  the  time  of  this 
siege  that  will  ask  you  a  penny. 

Also,  I  pray  you  send  down  a  command- 
ment to  Stntevylle,  or  to  some  auditor,  to 
take  accounts  of  Daubeney's  bills,  for  his 
executors  are  sore  called  upon  for  to  admi- 
nister by  flic  bishop,  or  else  he  saith  that  he 
will  sequester;  Daubeney  set  in  his  debts 
that  ye  owed  him  twelve  pounds  and  ten  shil- 
.  whether  it  be  so  or  not  his  bills  of  his 
own  hands  will  not  lie,  for  he  made  his  bills 
clear  or  then  (before)  the  siege  came  about 
us.  As  for  the  evidence  of  Beck  ham,  my 
mother  sent  to  Calle  for  them,  and  he  sent 
her  word  that  he  would  make  his  accounts 
and  deliver  the  evidence  and  all  together. 

My  mother  hath  sent  to  him  again  for  them 
this  day ;  if  she  speed  they  shall  be  sent  to 


you  in  all  haste,  or  else  and  (//*)  ye  send  for 
me  I  shall  bring  them  with  me.  Send  my 
mother  and  me  word  who  ye  will  that  (shall) 
have  the  rule  of  your  livelihood  here  in  this 
country,  and  in  what  form  that  it  shall  be 
dealt  with.  I  will  not  make  me  masterfast 
with  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  nor  with  none  other 
till  I  speak  with  you;  and  ye  think  it  be  to 
be  done  get  me  a  master. 

Deal  courteously  with  the  queen  and  that 
fellowship,  and  with  mistress  Anne  Hawte 
for  wappys1  till  I  speak  with  you.  Written 
on  St.  Faith's  even. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

By  Saint  George  I  and  my  f • ! 
stand  in  fear  of  my  Lord  of  Norfolk's  men,  for 
we  be  threatened  sore,  notwithstanding  the 
safeguards  that  my  fellowship  have;  as  for 
me  I  have  none,  nor  none  of  your  hou.sehold 
men,  nor  none  will  have ;  it  were  sliame8  to 
take  it. 

Thursday, 5  October, 
1469.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCLXXXIX,— (C.  vol.  iv.  p.  417.) 

Two  men  having  been  killed  durinir  the  sieL'e  at  Caister,  the  Pnke  of  Norfolk's  counsel 

ippeal  for  the  murder  against  John  I'aston  and  others.     An  appeal  i- 

by  a  person  who  had  interest  in  the  person  killed,  as  the  wife  had   interest  in  the  life  of  her  husband,  a: 
I*"-  brought  within  a  year  and  day  alter  the  fact  commit  ted  ;  and  in  this  appeal  of  death  the  kin_'. 
thedefendant.     The'latter  part  of  this  letter  contains  Latin,  French,  and  English,  by  \\luVh  v,e; 
lilx-rally  .1.  PMton  had  been  educated,     lie  seems  likewise  in  «ood  spirits  though  tlireatened  with  tin- 
[The  appeal  in  cases  of  murder  is  now  abolished.] 

To  Master  Sir  John  Paston,  Kniyht. 

RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you,  &<;.;  it  is  so  that  this  day  there  came  a 
good  fellow  to  me  which  may  not  l/e  di-- 

•d.  and   let    me  weet   that    my    Lord   of 
Norfolk's  counsel  hath    this    <  ;;>tfen 

the  two  widows,  whose  husbands  \vere  .slain 
at  the  siege  of  Caister.  and  have  them  botmden 
in  a  great  sum  that  they  shall  sue  an  appeal 
and  such  as  were  there  with  me 
within  the  place,  and  they  be  bound  al.-o  that 
they  shall  release  no  man  within  the  appeal 

d  till  such  time  as  my  i  folk 

will  license  them. 

i:    is   told    me 
by   divers,  that  yu  make  no  more  suit  to  my 


lord    for    yourself  than   ye  do,  and  tli,  : 
they  do  the  worse  to  me  for  your  sake. 

Item,  as  for  my  coming  up  ' 
(iod  help  me,  and  (//')  I  may  ch» 
not  there  for.  ardent  me   i'aut,    without   .. 
peal  or  an  inkyr  (7.   /.'/cy//j/-// 
matter.-;  of  yours  cau-e  it.       i 
remember  Calais.  I'.T  I  am  ]••.' 
.!!try. 

Item.  I  pray  you  send  me  some  tid 
the  world  goeth  ad  um. 

1    Thisi-Xp: 

*  J.  Pnston's  hon  ro  apparent 

-  thinking  a  >a!e.,'ua;d  >h.u. 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


43 


Item,  ye  must  purvey  a  new  attorney  in 
this  country  as  for  me,  for  our  matters  and 
clamour  is  too  great  and  our  purse  and  wit 
too  slender ;  but  I  will  rub  on  as  long  as  I 
may  both  with  mine  own  and  other  means 


that  will   do  for    me  till  better  peace  be. 
Written  this  Saturday  at  Norwich. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Saturday, 
December  or  January,  1469.    9  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCXC.— (CI.  vol.  iv.  p.  421.) 

As  this  letter  contains  a  variety  of  matter  I  have  given  it  to  the  reader.  The  bargain  with  the  archbishop  was 
I  suppose  relative  to  the  expenses  attending  the  probate  of  the  will,  &c.  It  seems  extraordinary  that  the  Nor- 
folk family  should  speak  favourably  of  J.  Paston,  and  yet  pursue  the  appeal  against  him  for  murder.  His 
device  to  interrupt  the  keeping  of  the  court  at  Saxthorp  deserves  notice,  and  shows  the  plain  dealing  of 
the  times. 

To  my  right  worshipful  brother,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you  in  my  best  wise.  Liketh  it  you  to  weet 
that  I  have  this  day  delivered  your  mantle, 
your  ray  gown,1  and  your  cross-bows  with 
telers  and  windlass,  arid  your  Normandy  bill, 
to  Kerby,  to  bring  with  him  to  London. 

Item,  in  any  wise  and  (if}  ye  can,  ask  the 
probate  of  my  father's  will  to  be  given  you 
with  the  bargain  that  ye  make  with  my  Lord 
of  Canterbury,  and  I  can  think  that  ye  may 
have  it ;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  proved  ye  or  I  may 
have  a  letter  of  administration  upon  the  same, 
and  an  acquittance  of  my  lord  cardinal  even 
forthwith ;  and  this  were  one  of  the  best  bargains 
that  ye  made  this  two  year  I  assure  you ;  and 
he  may  make  you  acquittance,  or  get  you  one 
of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  for  Sir  John  Fas- 
tolf's  goods  also,  and  in  my  reason  this  were 
light  to  be  brought  about  with  the  same  bar- 
gain ;  and  (//")  ye  purpose  to  bargain  with 
him  ye  had  need  to  hie  you,  for  it  is  told  me 
that  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  will  enter  into  it 
hastily,  and  if  he  so  do  it  is  the  worse  for  you, 
and  it  will  cause  them  to  proffer  the  less 
silver. 

Item,  I  pray  you  send  me  some  secret 
tidings  of  the  likelihood  of  the  world  by  the 
next  messenger  that  cometh  between,  that 
I  may  be  either  merrier  or  else  more  sorry 
than  I  am,  and  also  that  I  may  guide  me 
thereafter. 

Item,  as  for  Sir  Robert  Wingfield,  I  can 
get  no  ten  pounds  of  him,  but  he  saith  that 

1  This  means  a  gown  made  of  cloth  that  was  never 
either  coloured  or  dyed. 


I  shall  have  the  fairest  harness  that  I  can 
buy  in  London  for  silver,  but  money  can  I 
none  get. 

I  cannot  yet  make  my  peace  with  my  Lord 
of  Norfolk  nor  my  lady  by  no  means,  yet  every 
man  telleth  me  that  my  lady  saith  passingly 
well  of  me  always ;  notwithstanding  I  trow 
that  they  will  sue  the  appeal  this  term,  yet 
there  is  no  man  of  us  indicted,  but  if  (unless) 
it  were  done  afore  the  coroners  ere  then  we 
came  out  of  the  place ;  there  is  now  but  three 
men  in  it,  and  the  bridges  always  drawn. 
No  more,  but  God  lat  you  mine  her.2  Writ- 
ten the  Tuesday  next  after  Saint  Agnes  the 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Item,  yesterday  W.  Gornay  entered  into 
Saxthorp,  and  there  was  he  keeping  of  a 
court,  arid  had  the  tenants  attorned  to  him ; 
but  ere  the  court  was  all  done  I  came  thither 
with  a  man  with  me  and  no  more,  and  there, 
before  him  and  all  his  fellowship,  Gayne, 
Bomsted,  &c.  I  charged  the  tenants  that  they 
should  proceed  no  further  in  their  court  upon 
pain  that  might  fall  of  it ;  and  they  letted  for 
a  season,  but  they  saw  that  I  was  not  able 
to  make  my  party  good,  and  so  they  proceeded 


2  This  sentence  I  wish  to  have  explained. 

3  The  festival  of  St.  Agnes  the  first  (and  the  most 
noted  of  the  two),  was  kept  on  the  21st  of  January; 
her  second  festival  was  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
which  it  is  to  be  observed  was  not  the  octave  of  the 
former,  but  a  distinct  feast  upon  a  different  occasion, 
and  it  is  sometimes  written  "  Agnetis  Nativitas ;''  but 
it  was  on  account  of  a  miracle  wrought  at  her  tomb 
that  this  second  feast  was  instituted. 
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further  :  I  saw  that,  and  sat  me  down  by  the 
steward,  and  blotted  his  book  with  my  finger 
as  he  wrote,  so  that  all  the  tenants  affirmed 
that  the  court  was  interrupted  by  me  'as  in 
your  right,  and  J  requested  them  to  record 


that  there  was  no  peaceable  court  kept,  and 
so  they  said  they  would. 

Tooday, 

23  January,  U69— 70.     9  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXCI.— (CII.  vol.  iv.  p.  425.) 

This  letter  shows  the  means  that  were  laboured  by  the  enemies  of  the  Pastons  to  prosecute  this  appeal. 
To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  delivered. 


\  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine;  letting  you  weet  that  the 
woman  that  sueth  the  appeal1  against  your 
brother  and  his  men  is  come  to  London  to 
call  thereupon,  and  when  that  she  should 
come  to  London  there  was  delivered  her  an 
hundred  shillings  for  to  sue  with,  so  that,  by 
that  I  hear  in  this  country,  she  will  not  leave 
it,  but  that  she  shall  call  thereupon  (at)  such 
time  as  shall  be  to  your  most  rebuke  but  if 
(uttlat)  ye  lay  the  better  watch ;  she  hath 
evil  counsel,  and  that  will  see  you  greatly 
uttered  (outed  or  displayed},  and  that  ye  may 
understand  by  the  money  that  was  taken  her 
(given  her)  when  she  came  up,  and  ye  should 
find  it,  I  know  it  well,  if  they  might  have  you 
at  advantage ;  therefore  for  God's  sake  make 
diligent  search  by  the  advireofyourcoun.se]. 
that  there  be  no  negligence  in  you  in  this 
matter  nor  other  for  default  of  labour,  and 
call  upon  your  brother,  and  tell  him  that  1 
send  him  God's  blessing  and  mine,  and  de- 
sire him  that  he  will  now  awhile,  while  he 
hath  the  lords  at  his  intent,  that  lie  seek  the 
means  to  make  an  end  of  his  matters,  for  his 
enemies  are  greatly  couraged  now  of  late ; 
what  is  the  cause  I  know  not. 


Also  I  pray  you  sjv.-ak  to  Playtep?  thai  ' 
may  be  found  a  mean   that  the  sheriff  or  the 
gatherer  of  the  green-wax  *ni.. 
of  certain  issues  that   ran  up  on   Faftolffbc 

Maryot's  matter,   lor  the   bailiff  was  at   him 
this  week,   and  should  have   distrained  him, 
but  that  lie    promised  him  that    he   s». 
within  this  ei^ht   days  labour  the  means  that 
he  should  be  discharged,  or  else  he  mua* 
tent  him,  &c. 

Also  I  send  you  by  the  bearer  here 
in  this  letter,  five  shillings  ot'L'<>l<l.  an.l 
you  to  buy  me  a  su^ar-loaf.   and  date>.  and 
almornk  and   semi    it    me  home,    ami 
beware  (lay  out)  any  more  money,  \\-\\- 
come  home   I  shall   pay   it  you 
Holy  Gho>t  keep  you  both,  and  deliver  you  of 
your    enemies.       Wr;  -  lint    A  gas 

(slynth'i'ii .  day  in  ' 

Item,  I   pray  you  speak   to    ' 
for  my  syrup ; :t   for  I   had 
thereof,  and  send  it  me  as  liastii 

MARGARET  PAS. 


Monday, 
5th  of  February,  1469-70. 


{•  K.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXCII.— (XXIX.  vol.  ii.  p.  27.) 

John  de  Vere,  Karl  of  Oxford,  retaining  hi<  loyalty  to  the  II" 

i-lil-r  brother  had  lost  their  heads  upon  the  scaffold  in    1  101  i',  ami  for  M 
a  loir.'  inipri--.imnent.  seems  n..\v  privately  to  be  preparing  to  pun  the   1 

•  I  Kiii-H.-nn.     1  ritOttld  mppOM  thi*  fetter  to  h*TO  been   writti-n  either  in  J.:. 


men  were  killed  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's 

party  ;  ami   the    iimliiiL;    of  the   coroner's    inquest, 

I  to  be    invalid,   wns   unfa\ourahli>  to 

'.'•  :t  we  hear  of  n  >  trial    prer,-dini:  the 

il.  f»r  thiiiiL'h 

'     >:ie.J 


cmrt,   m  i 

e,  some   leeeh, 
famous  for  hi«  • 
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that  the  Earl  of  Warwick  :md  his  adherents  were  meditating  the  plan  for  dethroning  Edward,  or  in  1470, 
when  they  had  comet.)  a  resolution  of  reinstating  Henry  on  the  throne.  The  order  to  Sir  John  1'astou,  for 
providing  the  horse-harness,  was  to  be  executed,  "  as  it  were  for  himself,"  and  the  referring  him  to  the 
Countess  for  money,  shows  it  to  be  at  a  time  when  his  finances  were  very  low.  The  expression  "  Yet  she 
muttborrow  it,"  implies  too  that  his  lady  had  not  already  the  money,  but  that  she  had  it  still  to  procure. 
Though  the  Karl  desired  that  his  horse-harness  might  be  of  the  same  price  with  one  which  Lord  Hastings 
had  purchased,  yet  he  wished  it  not  to  be  like  his ;  the  reason  seems  to  be,  he  did  not  choose  to  appear 
with  caparisons  similar  to  those  of  a  Yorkist.  The  words  "  I  trust  to  God  we  shall  do  right  well"  refer  to 
some  scheme  then  in  agitation ;  and  on  the  success  of  which  he  had  placed  great  confidence. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 

for  the  same  price,  but  I  would  not  mine 
were  like  his :  and  I  trust  to  God  we  shall 
do  right  well,  who  preserve  you.  Written 


RIGHT   worshipful,   and  my   especial    true- 
hearted   friend,   I    commend   me  unto  you, 


praying  you  to  ordain  (order  for)  me  three 
horses'  harness  as  goodly  as  ye  and  Genyns 
can  devise  as  it  were  for  yourself;  and  that  I 
may  have  them  in  all  haste  order;  also 
Skeni  saith  ye  Avould  ordain  two  standard 
staves;  this  I  pray  you  to  remember,  and 
my  wife  shall  deliver  you  silver,  and  yet  she 
must  borrow  it.  Six  or  seven  pounds  I  would 
bestow  on  a  horse-harness;  and  so  Skern  told 
me  I  might  have.  The  Lord  Hastings  had 


at   Canterbury    in  haste,   the    18th    day   of 
July. 

OXYNFORD. 


Canterbury, 

18th  of  July,  1469 

or  1 470.  9  or  10  E. 

IV. 


LETTER    CCXCIII.— (XXX.  vol.  ii.  p.  29.) 

This  letter  was  written  in  February  or  March  1469,  1470,  or  1471,  for  in  these  years  civil  dissentions  were  on 
foot.  The,  caution  respecting  tidings,  and  the  uncertainty  of  what  may  befall,  shows  that  this  letter  was 
written  during  some  convulsion  of  the  state.  By  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  being  supposed  to  go  with  the  king 
into  Lincolnshire,  it  appears  as  if  this  letter  was  written  during  the  restoration  of  Henry  VI.,  and  that  their 
going  there  was  to  oppose  Edward's  return. 

To  John  Paston,  Esquire,  being  at  Norwich,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


I  COMMEND  me  to  you,  letting  you  weet, 
£c.  (Here  follm.cs  an  account  of  bills,  and 
receipts,  &fc.  of  no  consequence. ) 

Item,  as  for  Mistress  Katherine  Dudley  I 
have  many  times  recommended  you  to  her, 
and  she  is  nothing  displeased  with  it ;  she 
rekkythe  not  how  many  gentlemen  love  her, 
she  is  full  of  love ;  I  have  betyn  (enforced") 
the  matter  for  you,  your  unknowledge  (with- 
out your  knowledge)  as  I  told  her;  she 
answered  me  that  she  would  (have)  no  one 
this  two  years,  and  I  believe  her  :  for  I  think 
she  hath  the  life  that  she  can  hold  her  content 
with.  I  trow  she  will  be  a  sore  labouring 
woman  this  two  years  for  the  meed  of  her 
soul. 

And  Mistress  Gryseacress  is  sure  to  Selenger 
(St.  Leger),  with  my  Lady  of  Exeter, 1  a  foul 


1  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Duke  of  York,  and 
sister  of  King  Edward  IV.,  married  Henry  Holland, 


Item,  I  pray  you  speak  with  Harcourt2  of 
the  abbey,  for  a  little  clock,  which  I  sent 
him  by  James  Gresham  to  mend,  and  that 
ye  would  get  it  of  him,  and  (if)  it  be  ready, 
and  send  it  me ;  and  as  for  money  for  his 
labour,  he  hath  another  clock  of  mine,  which 
Sir  Thomas  Lyndes,  God  have  his  soul! 
gave  me  ;  he  may  keep  that  till  I  pay  him ; 
this  clock  is  my  lord  archbishop's,  but  let 
not  him  weet  of  it,  and  that  it  (be)  easily 
carried  hither  by  your  advice. 

Also  as  for  oranges  I  shall  send  you  a 
serteyn  by  the  next  carrier,  and  as  for  tidings 
the  bearer  hereof  shall  inform  you ;  ye  must 
give  credence  to  him. 

Duke  of  Exeter,  and  in  1462  had  possession  of  his 
forfeited  estates,  and  remained  with  her  brother, 
Edward  IV.  She  afterwards  married  Sir  Thomas 
St.  Leger,  and  died  in  1475. 

2  This  shows  that  our  curious  mechanical  arts 
were  practised  in  the  religious  houses,  and  performed 
there  by  the  monks,  &c.  for  money. 
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As  for  my  good  speed,  I  hope  well,  I  am 
offered  yet  to  have  Mistress  Anne  Hawte,  and 
I  shall  have  help  enough  as  some  say. 

(Here  follows  an  <i<-wmnt  of  some  disputes 
between  Sir  ll'illinni  Yflrertnu.  mnl  Sir  John 
J'astfj/!,  his  uncle  ll'iUimn,  tyr.,  of  no  con- 
sequence?) 

Item,  it  is  so  that  I  am  half  in  purpose  to 
come  home  within  a  month  hereafter,  or  about 
Midlent,  or  before  Easter,  under  your  cor- 
rection, if  so  be  that  ye  deem  that  my  mother 
would  help  me  to  my  costs,  ten  marks 
(6/.  13*.  4d.)  or  thereabouts.  I  pray  you 
feel  her  disposition  and  send  me  word. 

m.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  will  fall  of 
the  world,  for  the  king  verily  is  disposed  to 
go  into  Lincolnshire,  and  men  wot  not  what 
will  fall  thereof,  nor  thereafter,  they  ween 
my  Lord  of  Norfolk  shall  bring  10,000 
men. 

Item,  there  is  come  a  new  little  Turk, 
which  is  a  well-visaged  fellow  of  the  age  of 
forty  years  ;  and  he  is  lower  than  Manuel  by 


an  handful,  and  lower  than  my  little  Tom  by 
the  shoulders,  and  more  little  abo\  ••  his  pap  ; 
and  he  hath,  as  he  said  to  the  king  hii. 
three  or  four   children,   (sons)  each  01: 
them  as  high  and  as  likely  as  the  king  himself : 
and  he  is  legged  right  enough. 

Item,  I   pray  you   show,  or  read   to  my 
mother,  such  things  as  ye  think  are  for  her  to 
know  after  your  discretion;  and  to  let  her 
understand  of  the  article  of  the  treaty  be 
Sir  William  Yelverton  and  i 

Item,  my  Lord  of  Warwick,  as  it   i-?  sup- 
posed, shall  go  with  the  kinir  into   Li:; 
shire;  some  men  say  that  hi  11   do 

good,  and  some  say  that  it  doth  harm. 

I  pray  you  ever  have  an 
to  know  the  rule  there,  ami 
and  whether  my  wise  lord  and    ; 
yet  as  sotted  upon  it  (as  fun- 
were;    and   whether  my  said   lonl    resnrteth 
thither  as  often  as  he  did  or   not ;  and  of  the 
disposition  of  the  country. 

JOHN   P  ASTON,  knight. 


LETTER  CCXCIV.— (XXXI.  vol.  ii.  p.  35.) 

This  letter,  ftom  George  Nevile,  ArchbUhop  of  York,  and  brother  to  lUchurd  Karl  of  Warwick,  rr.::- 

mtten  either  when  he  \v;is  in   opposition  to    Kdward  in  conjunction  with    his  broth 
"Warwick,  or  after  his  n-turn  from  his  imprisonment  abroad  not  lou^  before  his  death,  when 
:nd  it  diflicult  to  raise  even  ;i  .-mull  sum  of   money.     Geor.e  Ne\  ile  was  consecrated  Ui- 
in  14&5,  when  he  wit  not  completely  twenty  years  of  age.     In  1460  he  was  appointed  I.  i  >r,and 

in  1 1>'><;  :ul\.-nifL-d  t-i  tin*  Archbishopric  of  York.     In  1470  he  had  the  custody  of  Kdward  I\ 
.  r  by  the  Kail  of  Warwick,  and  died  in  1476,  n>t.  -'.I. 


To  my  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  John  Paston. 


Ins. 


RIGHT  trusty  and  well  beloved,  I  greet  you 
heartily  well,  and  send  you  by  Thomas  your 
child  20/.  praying  you  to  spare  me  as  for 
any  more  at  this  time,  and  to  hold  you 
content  with  the  same,  as  my  singular 
is  in  yon:  and  I  shall  within  brief  time 
ordain  and  purvey  for  you  such  as  shall  !>«• 
unto  your  pleasure  with  the  grace  of  Almighty 

Moor,  in  Hertfordshire, 
7th  of  Ma.  ,uid  1476, 

i  Ki  1C.  IV. 


(lod,    who  have   you   in  hi-  ,  and 

keeping. 

Written  in  the  manor  of  the  "; 
day  of -May. 


1  [Betotted  upon  or  a 


2  In  Hertfordshire,  n  seat  of  the  Archbishop'*. 
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This  letter  was  written  a  short  time  after  the  battle  of  Stamford,  wherein  Edward  was  victorious,  having 
slain  and  dispersed  the  forces  commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Welles,  who  in  this  engagement  had  fought  most 
furiously ;  being  exasperated  at  the  recent  death  of  his  father  the  Lord  Welles.  We  are  here  acquainted 
with  the  movements  of  the  king  after  his  victory,  and  with  some  of  the  executions  which  took  place  by  his 
order  on  those  who  had  opposed  him.  [After  the  quarrel  of  Edward  IV.  with  Warwick  his  rule  became 
much  more  severe  and  sanguinary  than  it  had  been.  A  proof  that  the  previous  moderation  was  owing,  as 
it  is  usually  asserted,  to  the  counsels  of  Warwick.] 

To  my  cousin,  John  Paston. 


THE  king  came  to  Grantham,  and  there  tar- 
ried Thursday l  all  day,  and  there  was  headed 
Sir  Thomas  Delalaunde  and  one  John  Neille, 
a  great  captain ;  and  upon  the  Monday2  next 
after  that  at  Doiicaster,  and  there  was  headed 
Sir  Robert  Welles  and  another  great  captain ; 
and  then  the  king  had  word  that  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  at 
Easterfield,3  twenty  miles  from  Doncaster ;  arid 
upon  the  Tuesday,4  at  nine  of  the  bell,  the 
king  took  the  field,  and  mustered  his  people ; 
and  it  was  said,  that  (there)  were  never  seen 
in  England  so  many  goodly  men  and  so  well 
arrayed  in  a  field ;  and  my  lord  5  was  wor- 
shipfully  accompanied,  no  lord  there  so  well ; 
wherefore  the  king  gave  my  lord  a  great 
thank. 

And  than  (when}  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  heard  that  the  king 
was  coming  to  themward,  incontinent  (imme- 
diately) they  departed,  and  went  to  Man- 
chester in  Lancashire,  hoping  to  have  had 


help  and  succour  of  the  Lord  Stanley;6  but 
in  conclusion  there  they  had  little  favour,  as 
it  was  informed  the  king;  arid  so  men  say 
they  went  westward,  and  some  men  deem  to 
London. 

And  when  the  king  heard  they  were  de- 
parted and  gone,  he  went  to  York,  and  came 
thither  the  Thursday  7  next  after,  and  there 
came  into  him  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  shire  ; 
and  upon  our  Lady-day8  (he)  made  Percy 
Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  he  that  was 
earl9  afore  Marquis  Montague;  and  so  the 
king  is  purposed  to  come  southward;  God 
send  him  good  speed. 

Written  the  27th  day  of  March. 

FOR  TiiuTH.10 


Tuesday,  27th  of 

March,  1470. 

10  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXCVI.— (CIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  429.) 

I  have  given  this  letter  as  not  only  containing  a  case  of  law,  but  to  show  the  steps  taken  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk's  counsel  to  harass  and  distress  Sir  John  Paston  and  his  party  for  the  death  of  two  men  who,  I 
presume,  were  shot  by  those  in  the  place  during  the  siege  of  Caister.  It  appears  from  this  and  some  other 
letters  in  this  collection,  that  the  Townshend  therein  mentioned  was  a  lawyer.  It  is  therefore  most  pro- 
bable that  the  person  was  Roger  Townshend,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  afterwards  a  serjeant-at-law,  and  by  Richard 
II .  appointed  one  of  the  j  udges  of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  which  important  office  he  was  continued  by  Henry 
VII.  and  knighted.  His  second  son  John  (the  issue  of  the  elder  being  extinct)  was  ancestor  to  the"  present 
most  noble  the  Marquis  Townshend,  of  Rainham,  in  Norfolk. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  or  to  Thomas  Stomps,  to  deliver  to  the  said  Sir  John. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  and  my  special  good 
brother,  I  recommend  me  to  y  ou ;  and  foras- 

15th  March,  1469. 
19th  March,  1469. 

[Probably  Austerfield  ;  but  this  is  not  half  the 
distance  here  stated  from  Doncaster.] 
20th  March,  1469. 
John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
<!  Thomas  Lord  Stanley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Derbv. 

7  22nd  March,  1469. 

8  25th  March,  1470.     N.  B.  The  date  changed  on 
the  25th  of  March,  yearly. 


much  as  I  cannot  send  you  good  tidings  ye 
shall  have  such  as  I  know. 

9  John  Nevilc,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ; 
by  this  advancement  in  honour  we  must  suppose  that 
the   king  had   no    suspicion  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
marquis.     I  have  been  more  particular  in  ascertain- 
ing the  dates  of  the  occurrences  in  this  letter,  as  they 
differ  from  SOUK;  of  those  in  our  historians. 

10  The  name  of  the  writer  is  not  put  to  this  letter, 
but  at  the  end,  in  a  hand  of  the  time,  though  in  a 
different  one  from  that  used  in  the  letter,  is  written 
"for  trowyth." 
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It  is  so,  thai  on  Wednesday  last  past  ye 
and  I,  Pampyng,  and  Edmund  Broom  \\i-re 
indicted  of  felony  at  the  sessions  here  in  Nor- 
wich, for  shooting  oil'  a  gun  at  Caister.  in 
August  last  past,  which  gun  slew  two  men,  I 
Pampyng,  and  Broom  as  principal,  and  yeas 
accessary,  notwithstanding  Townshend  and 
Lormier  hold  an  opinion  that  the  verdict  is 
void,  lor  there  were  t\vo  of  the  inquest  that 
would  not  agree  to  the  indictment,  and  inas- 
much as  they  tun  were  agreed  in  other  mat- 
,ind  not  in  that,  and  that  they  two  were 
not  discharged  from  the  remnant  at  such  time 
as  that  verdict  of  your  indictment  was  given, 
their  opinion  is  that  all  the  verdict  is  void,  as 
well  of  all  other  matters  as  of  yours  :  whether 
their  opinion  be  good  or  not  I  cannot  deter- 
mine, nor  themselves  neither. 

I  pray  you  let  not  this  matter  be  slept,  for 
I  can  think  that  my  Lord  of  Norfolk's  coun- 
sel will  cause  the  widows  to  take  an  appeal, 
and  to  remove  it  up  into  the  King's  Bench  at 
the  beginning  of  this  term ;  Townshend  hath 
promised  me  that  he  shall  be  at  London  on 
Tuesday  next  coining,  and  then  ye  may  com- 
mune with  him  in  that  matter,  and  take  his 
advice. 

Item.  Townshend  and  Lomner  think  that 

and  (if)  ye  have  good  counsel,  ye  may  justify 

the  keeping  of  the  place  for  the  peaceable 

'hat   ye  have  had  in  it  more  than 

.   but  in  conclusion,  all  this  is  done 

for  nought  else  but  for  to  enforce  you  to  take 

a  direction  with  my  Lord  of  Norfolk. 

I  understood  by  II.  Southwell,  for  he  and 
I  communed  in  this  matter  right  largely 
betwixt  him  and  me,  insomuch  he  telleth  me 
that  and  (if)  I  !•••  at  London  in  the  week 
m-xt  aft.-  ;  which  time  he  shall 

be  there  him^lf.  he  saitli  that  my  lady  hath 
promised  m«-  her  good  ladyship,  and  M-nt  me 
word  by  him,  b  -ike  for  me 

to  bet,  that  >he  would  remember  mine  old 
d  forget  the  great  displeasure,  in 


such   wise  that  I  shall   understand   th.r 
suit  that  I  have  made  to  my  lord,  her  hus- 
band, and  her,  shall  turn  to  your  adva: 
and  mine  more  than  \v 
understand  till  such  time  as  I  have  $]> 
with  her  good  grace;  and  upon  this  promise 
I  have  promised  Southwell  to  meet  with  him 
at    London    that    same   week    next    after  St. 
Peter:  wherefore  I  would  passingly  fain  that 
ye  were  in   London   at  that  season,   or   nigh 
about  London,  so  that  I  might  understand  at 
your  place  where  that  I  might  speak  with  you 
or  them  (before}  l  I  speak  with  my  1 

I  purpose  to  go  to  Canterbury  2  on  foot  this 
next  week  with  (iod's  grace,  and   - 
to  London  from  tl.< 

I  pray  you  see  that  I  be  safe  for  Parker's 
and  Harry  Collett's  matter. 

Southwell1  told  me  this,  that   il' 
ye  will   yourself,  ye  shall   have    both 
lordship  and  ladyship,  and  mone\  . 
or  both,  and  all  your  matters  set  < 
that  he  meaneth  I  canno: 

As  tor  all  other  matters  in  this  country.  I 
shall  do  as  well  as  I  may  for  fault  < >!.-fatilt) 
of  money  till  I  speak  with  you  :   I  have  • 
collars  on  as  I  shall  tell  you  win- 
No  more,  but  God  preserve  you  and  yours  ; 
written  at  Norwich,  Friday  i  rpus 

Christiday.  '   Joffl 

I  did  as  much  as  I  could  to  i 

'  i  the   indictments,  but  it  would  n 
as  I  shall  inform  you,  and  Townshend  know- 
etli  the  same. 

i.-ll. 

Fri.l-iv.  .".'n.!  .,!  lane,  1410. 

IV. 

1  [In  the  oriiriniil— <>r  then  I  tpck,  ft- 

! 
IWkrt. 

:ift|uin-cl    tie. - 

-ir  lulmund  \\ 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


LETTER    CCXCVII.— (CIV.  vol.  iv.  p.  435.) 

The  former  part  of  this  letter  gives  us  the  same  information  as  we  received  from  the  last,  and  would  not  have 
been  inserted,  had  I  not  thought  the  account  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  levying  the  fine  worthy  of 
notice.  The  being  able  to  produce  the  copy  of  the  fine  shows  the  propriety  of  Margaret  Paston's  cautions 
to  Sir  John,  respecting  the  great  care  which  he  ought  to  take  of  his  deeds  and  writings. 

To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  or  to  Thomas  Stomps,  to  deliver  to  the  said  Sir  John. 


As  I  sent  you  word,  by  a  letter  that  John 
Wymondham  brought  to  London,  J.  Pam- 
pyrig  is  indicted  of  felony,  and  Edmund  Broom, 
as  principals,  aiid  ye  as  accessary,  for  shoot- 
ing off  a  gun  in  August  last  past,  which  gun 
killed  two  men,  and  I  trow  that  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk's  counsel  will  make  one  of  the  widows 
or  both  to  sue  an  appeal  upon  the  same  in- 
dictment this  term,  wherefore  I  pray  you  see 
well  to  this  matter,  that  when  it  is  certified 
into  the  King's  Bench,  Broom  and  Pampyng 
may  have  warning  that  they  may  purvey  for 
themselves  if  there  come  any  capias  out  for 
them  ;  Townshend  can  tell  you  all  the  mat- 
ter. 

Also,  ye  must  in  any  wise  beware,  for  my 
grandam,1  and  mine  Lady  Anne,2  and  mine 
tmcle  William,  shall  be  at  London  within 
these  eight  or'  ten  days ;  and  I  wot  well  it  is 
for  nought  else  but  to  make  mine  uncle  Wil- 
liam sure  of  her  land,  notwithstanding  she 
hath  reared  (levied)  a  fine  of  it  before  Good- 
red,3  the  justice,  in  my  grandfather's  days; 
and  my  mother  telleth  me  that  ye  have  the 
copy  of  the  same  fine,  I  would  advise  you 


to  have  it  ready  whatsoever  betide;  I  trow 
they  will  be  the  more  busy  about  the  same 
matter,  because  they  think  that  ye  dare  riot 
come  in  London  nor  at  Westminster  to  let 
them,  but  if  so  be  that  ye  have  not  the  copy 
of  the  same  fine,  look  that  ye  spare  for  no  cost 
to  do  (make)  search  for  it,  for  it  will  stand 
you  on  hand  I  feel  by  the  working. 

This  day  sev'nnight  I  trust  to  God  to  be  for- 
ward to  Canterbury  at  the  farthest,  and  upon 
Saturday  come  sevlmightltrust  to  be  in  Lon~ 
don,  wherefore  I  pray  you  leave  word  at  your 
place  in  Fleet-street  where  I  shall  find  you, 
for  I  purpose  not  to  be  seen  in  London  till  I 
have  spoken  with  you. 

I  pray  you  remember  these  matters,  for  all 
is  done  to  make  you  to  draw  to  an  end  with 
these  lords  that  have  your  land  from  you. 
No  more,  but  I  pray  God  send  you  your 
heart's  desire  in  these  matters  and  in  all 
others.  Written  at  Norwich,  the  Monday 
next  after  St.  John  Baptist. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Monday,  25th  of  June, 
1470.     10"E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXCyill.— (XXXIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  41.) 

These  letters  of  King  Edward  were  copied,  and  the  copies  appear  to  have  been  sent  inclosed  immediately  to 
the  person  to  whom  the  letter  containing  them  was  directed.  The  letters  were  written  by  the  king  in  1470, 
either  immediately  before  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  or  soon  after'his  escape  and  re- 
assuming  the  government,  when  a  conference  was  held  at  Westminster  under  a  safe  conduct ;  or  (which  is 
most  probable)  they  were  written  at  the  time  that  the  king  had  ordered  his  forces  to  rendezvous  at  Notting- 
ham, in  order  to  oppose  Warwick ;  when,  on  the  earl's  approach,  he  retreated,  and  marched  for  Lynn,  in 
Norfolk,  from  whence  he  embarked  for  Holland.  The  date  will  not  coincide  with  the  time  as  fixed  by  our 
historians.  The  letters  are  short  and  concise,  but  contain  everything  the  writer  intended,  and,  as  royal 
letters,  are  certainly  curious.  The  signature  at  the  top  is  copied  from  ati  autograph  of  King  Edward. 


1  Agnes,  widow  of  Sir  W.  Paston,  the  judge. 

2  Anne,  daughter  of  Kdmund  Beaufort,  Duke  of 
Somerset,  married  William  Paston,  the  uncle  of  Sir 
John  Paston. 


3  William  Goodrede  was  created  a  serjeant-at 
law  in  1425,  in  1131  he  was  appointed  king's 
serjeant.and  in  14~>4  became  a  justice  of  the  King's 
Bench. 
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Thes,-  three  letters  underwritten,  the  kin-  of  his  own  hand  wrote  unto   mv   i 
Clarence,  \\  arwi.-k,  and  Archbishop  of  York.     The  credence  whe:, 
that  every  oJ  them  should  m  such  peaceable  wise,  as  they  have  be  (been')  accustomed  to 
ride,  come  onto  nil  bjjr.hn 


Her  BAoanka,  to  our  brother  of  Clarence. 

BROTHER,  we  pray  you  to  give  faith  and  cre- 
dence to  our  well-beloved  Sir  Thomas  Mont- 
gomery1 and  Morice  Berkley2  in  that  on  our 
behalf  they  shall  declare  to  you;  and  we 


trust  ye  will  dispose  you  according  to  our 
pleasure  and  commandment;  and  ye  shall  be 
to  us  right  welcome.  At  Nottingham  the  9th 
day  of  July. 


To  our  cousin  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 


COUSIN,  we  greet  you  well,  and  pray  you  to 
!  uth  and  credence  to  Sir  Thomas  Mont- 
gomery and  Morice  Berkley  (in  that  on  our 
behalf  they  shall  declare  to  you)  ;  and  we  ne 
trust  (do  not  believe}  that  ye  should  be  of  any 


sucli  disposition  towards  us,  as  i 
here  runneth,  considering  th. 
tion  we  bear  in  you.     At  Nottinir! 
day  of  July.      And  cousin  n 
but  ye  shall  be  to  us  welcome. 


To  our  cousin  the  Arciibishop  of  York. 


COUSIN,  we  pray  you  that  ye  will,  according 
to  the  promise  ye  made  us,  come  to  us  as 
soon  as  ye  goodly  may ;  and  that  (ye)  give 
credence  to  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery  and 
Morice  Berkley  in  that  on  our  behalf  they 


shall  say  to  you;  and  ye  shall 

come.     At  Nottingham  the  Oth  day  of  July. 

Nottingham, 
9th  ol  July,  1470.     10  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCXCIX.— (XXXIV.  vol.  ii.  p. -13.) 

the  direction  of  tins  letter  is  written  in  a  hand  of  the  time  "  A°  x°,"  which,  I  suppose,  mear 
K.  IV.,  ami  ftfiOOrdingly  I  have  so  ilati-d  this  letter,  though,  had  i: 

have  placed  it  al'ter  that  of  Sir  John  Paston  to  John  P;i>ton,  Ksq  ,  dated  :;<l  c>l  February,  lr 
and  to  whirh  I  refer  the  reader,  as  likewise,  to  the  letter  dated  between  8  and  <J  November,  1 
JS'o.  cccxxxi.  and  cccxxvi. 

To  my    master,  Sir  John  Paston,  h'niyht,  be  thi*  tUlivered. 

HKMIT  worshipful  Sir,   I   recommend    me  to  Sir,  as  for  the   m.r 

yon.    thiinkii",'    yon    most    heartily    of  your 

lich    ye   did    MI    me   a*    my  last        Bishop  of  Wii 
'    I^ondon  ;  which    to   my 
with   the   best 
I'u  your  plea- 
sure while  my  wits  be  my  own. 


.  .it  the 
I.or.l 

in  1491,  and    . 


3  'I 

ton.  lather  oi 

whi> 

hotlihv  th,    ' 

iv..  • 

1HT1- 

1486. 
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imagine  to  say  it  considering  the  little  leisure 
that  he  had  with  her ;  and  he  told  me  that  he 
had  right  an  agreeable  answer  of  her ;  but 
what  his  answer  was  he  would  not  tell  me ; 
then  I  asked  him  what  answer  I  should  send 
you,  inasmuch  as  ye  made  me  a  solicitor  to 
his  lordship  for  that  matter  ;  then  he  bade  me, 
that,  under  counsel,  I  should  send  you  word 
that  her  answer  was  more  to  your  pleasure 
than  to  the  contrary;  which  ye  shall  have 
more  plain  knowledge  of  this  next  term,  at 
which  time  botJi  my  lord  and  she  shall  be  at 
London. 

The  bishop  came  to  Framlingham  on 
Wednesday  at  night,  and  on  Thursday  by 
ten  of  the  clock  before  noon  my  young  lady 
was  christened,  and  named  Anne  j1  the  bishop 
christened  it  and  was  godfather  both ;  and 
within  two  hours  and  less  after  the  christening 
was  do,  my  Lord  of  Winchester  departed 
towards  Waltham.  (Then  follows  the  sub- 


stance of  a  conversation  between  the  Lady  of 
Norfolk  and  Thomas  Davers,  wherein  she  pro- 
mises to  be  a  friend  to  Sir  John  Past  on  con- 
cerning Caister,  but  T.  Davers  sivore  J.  Paston 
not  to  mention  her  good  will  to  any  person  ex- 
cept to  Sir  John.}  And  I  let  you  plainly 
weet  I  am  not  the  man  I  was ;  for  I  was 
never  so  rough  in  my  master's  conceit  as  I  am 
now,  and  that  he  told  me  himself  before 
Richard  Southwell,  Tymperley,  Sir  W. 
Brandon,  and  twenty  more,  so  that  they  that 
loved  not  laughed  upon  me ;  no  more  but 
god  look  (q.  good  hick). 

Written  at  Framlingham  the  Friday  next 
after  that  I  departed  from  you.  This  day 
my  lord  is  towards  Walsingham,  and  com- 
manded me  to  overtake  him  to-morrow  at  the 
farthest. 

J.  PASTON. 
Framlingham, 

Friday,  1470.     10  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCC.— (XXXV.  vol.  ii.  p.  47.) 

This  letter  was  written  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was  in  a  most  unsettled  state,  the  late  king's  adherents  every 
day  expecting  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  their  new  friends.  Some  ex- 
pressions in  this  letter  seem  to  insinuate  that  Sir  John  Paston  wished  well  to  their  cause  ;  and  his  putting 
himself,  as  soon  as  the  revolution  in  the  government  happened,  under  the  protection  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
shows  he  did  so. 

To  J.  Paston,  8fc. 


BROTHER,  I  commend  me  to  you,  &c. 
(Here  follows  an  order  about  searching  for 
some  writings,  <$*c.)  Also  tell  John  Pampyng 
that  the  maid  at  the  Bull  at  Cludey's  at 
Westminster,  sent  me  on  a  time,  by  him,  to 
the  Moor,  a  ring  of  gold  to  a  token,  which  I 
had  not  of  him ;  wherefore  I  would  that  he 
should  send  it  hither,  for  she  must  have  it 
again  or  else  5s.  for  it  was  not  hers.  Item,  I 
pray  you  be  ready,  the  matter  quickeneth  both 
for  you  and  yours,  as  well  as  for  us  and 
ours. 

As  for  tidings,  my  lord  archbishop2  is  at  the 
Moor,  but  there  is  beleft  with  him  diverse  of 
the  king's  servants ;  and  as  I  understand  he 

1  Anne,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Mowbray,  the 
last  Duke  of  Norfolk  of  that  name.  She  was  married 
in  1477  (being  quite  a  child)  to  Richard  Duke  of 
York,  second  son  of  Edward  IV.,  who  on  this  mar- 
riage was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk,  &c. 

2  This  must  mean  George  Nevile,  Archbishop  of 
York,   and  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who 


hath  licence  to  tarry  there  till  he  be  sent  for. 
There  be  many  folks  up  in  the  north,  so  that 
Percy  3  is  not  able  to  resist  them  ;  arid  so  the 
king  hath  sent  for  his  feodmen  to  come  to  him, 
for  he  will  go  to  put  them  down  ;  and  some 
say  that  the  king  should  come  again  to  Lon- 
don, and  that  in  haste;  and  as  it  is  said 
Courtneys4  be  landed  in  Devonshire,  and 
there  rule. 

Item,  that  the  Lords  Clarence  and  War- 
wick5 will  assay  to  land  in  England  every 
day  as  folks  fear. 

I  pray  you  let  not  John  Mylsent  be  long 
from  me,  with  as  much  as  can  be  gathered ; 
and  also  that  y^  write-  to  me  of  all  things  that 

seems  to  have  been  suspected  by  the  king,  and  left  at 
the  Moor  as  a  kind  of  state  prisoner. 

3  Henry  Percy,  the  lately  created  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland. 

4  The  Courtneys  were  late  Earls  of  Devonshire. 

5  These  noblemen  landed  about  the  beginning  of 
the  month  following. 

E    2 
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I  have  written  to  you  for,  so  that  I  may  have 
answer  of  everything. 

Other  things  Katchelor  Walter,  bearer 
hereof,  shall  inform  you.  Written  at  London, 
the  Sunday  next  before  Saint.  Lawrence's 
day.1 

Also  my  brother  Edmund  is  not  yet  re- 


membered; he  hath  not  to  live  with,  think 
on  him,  &c. 

JOHN  PASTOX.  krnyht. 
London, 

Sunday,  5th  of  August,  1470. 
lu  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCL— (C V.  vol.  iv.  p.  439.) 

The  original,  with  the  kind's  signature,  from  which  this  letter  is  copied,   is  placed  in  a   MS.  folio  volume, 
containing  many  curious  original    state  papers,   and   copies  of  state-papers  of  vario.. 
formerly  belonging  to  Sit  Kdward  Coke,  and   is  thus  endorsed   in   his  own  hand.     "  I'ri\  -. 
Kite-hard  y(  thyrd  enhablin'_'  Mr.  Swannes  Auueetours  to   lcav\e  Arnn-i."      How  he. 
signature  for  tliat  of  Kit-hard  III.  I  cannot  conci-ive,   it  beiir_r  so   evidently  K.I'.  K,   . 
Ivdward  IV. :  neither  was  there  any  invasion  intended  or  expected  from  France,  either  in  Sept. 

the  very  beginning  of  thermgnof  Charles  VIII.,  or  in  the  following  \  ear,  when  that  priur. 

conduct  for  the  ambassadors  whicli  lie  intfiitled  sending  to  Knu'land.    'This  volume  came  into  the  ;.  ^session 

of  that  threat  antiquary  Sir  Andrew  Fountaine.  knight,  anil  thence  into  the  valuable  libran 

and  heir  Hrii'i;  1'rice  Fountaine,  F.sq.  of  Narfonl,  in  Norfolk,  whence  I  copied  the  above  letter,  4th  July, 

This  warrant,  under  the.  kind's  signature  an<l  priv>  seal,  seems  to  have  U-eu 
the  escape  of  Kdward  from  bis  confinement  at  Middleham  Castle,  and  after  his  haiinirde:. 
Wells  near  Stamford,  when  the   Duke  of  Clarence  anil  the   Karl  of  \\~arwiek,  retiriii. 
reconciled  to   Queen  Margaret,  and,  aided  by  Lewis   XI.,  meditated  an  invasion  of  I'.n.'land   in   t, 
Henry  VI.     This  invasion  they  accomplished,  and  landed  at  Dartmouth  in  September  :  on  their  ma: 
daily  increased  in  numbers,  when  Kdward,  on  their  approach  towards  him   and  proclaiming  H. 

-••ized  with  such  a  panic  that,  retreating  towards  the  sea-shore  on  the  Norfolk  coa.-t,   he  embarked 
alxvird  a  Miirdl  vessel,  and  after  several   esea]>es  from  corsairs,    ,Vc.,  he  landed   safely   in   Hollan<: 
Henry  for  a  few  months  reasrentletl  the  throne.     A  William  Swan  is  mentioned  in  Lettt 
he  is  the  same  person  here  addressed  does  not  appear. 

T<J  our  well-beloved  William  Swan,  Gentleman. 
HEX  EmvARnrs.  BY  THE  KING. 
TursTY  and  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well, 
and  forsoniucli  as  we  be  credibly  ascertained 
that  our  ancient  enemies  of  France,  and  our 
outward  reU-ls  anil  traitors,  be  drawn  together 
in  accord,  and  intend  hastily  to  land  in  our 
county  (if  Kent  or  in  the  parts  thereof  near 
adjoining,  with  jrreat  miglit  and  jtower  of 
Frencliinen  utterly  to  destroy  us  and  our 
true  subjects  and  to  subvert  the  common  weal 
of  the  same  our  realm. 

Wr    straitly    charge    and    command    you, 

upon    the  faith   and   lii^r-mce  th  it    \e    bear 

iuit(»   us.    that    y.  t  you 

with  all   tin-  fellowship  ye  can   make;   and  as 

may   understand   that   they  land 


iii  our  said   county  or  nearby,  fl: 

thither,    as  we   have    commanded    nth, 

subjects   to    do,    and  put    you    in    uttermost 

devoir,  with  them  to  r- 

said  enemies  and  traitors ;  and  if  t 

be  not  of  power  so  to  do.  that  then   ye    draw 

you  to  our  city  of  London,  liy  which  time  we 

trust  to  be  there  in  our  person  or  in 

if  v..-  I.e  not  that,  that  then   . 

til  be  commanded  by  our  CO1 
upon  the  pain  aliove  said. 

(liven    under   our  signet,  •  \-    of 

York,  the  seventh  <! 

York,  Friday, 

7th  of  September,  I 

IV. 
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LETTER   CCCII.— (XXX VI.  vol.  ii.  p.  5 1 .) 

This  letter  was  written  after  the  flight  of  Edward,  and  very  soon  after  the  restoration  of  Henry  VI.  to  the 
throne.  Sir  John  Paston,  and  his  brother  John  Paston,  the  writer  of  this  letter,  had  been  and  still  were  of 
the  household  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  but  were  now  making  their  court  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford ;  and  hoped 
by  his  favour  to  have  appointments  under  this  new  government,  which  took  place  the  beginning  of 
October.  [This  letter  is  a  curious  specimen  of  the  rapidity  and  facility  with  which  changes  took  place,  even 
among  the  great  political  characters  of  the  time,  and  the  subservience  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  is  very  strikingly  marked.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  mother,  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  delivered. 


AFTER  humble  and  most  due  recommendation, 
as  lowly  as  I  can  I  beseech  you  of  your  bless- 
ing. Please  it  you  to  weet,  that,  blessed  be 
God,  my  brother  and  I  be  in  good  hele 
(healthy,' and  I  trust  that  we  shall  do  right 
well  in  all  our  matters  hastily ;  for  my  Lady  of 
Norfolk1  bath  promised  to  be  ruled  by  my 
Lord  of  Oxford2  in  all  such  matters  as  belong 
to  my  brother  and  to  me;  and  as  for  my 
Lord  of  Oxford,  he  is  better  lord  to  me,  by 
my  truth,  than  I  can  wish  him  in  many 
matters ;  for  he  sent  to  my  Lady  of  Norfolk  by 
John  Bernard  only  for  my  matter,  and  for  none 
other  cause,  mine  on  weeting  (forgetting'),3 
or  without  any  prayer  of  me,  for  when  he  sent 
to  her  I  was  at  London  and  he  at  Colchester, 
and  that  is  a  likelihood  he  remembered  me. 

The  Duke  arid  the  Duchess  sue  to  him  as 
humbly  as  ever  I  did  to  them  ;  insomuch  that 
my  Lord  of  Oxford  shall  have  the  rule  of  them 
and  theirs,  by  their  own  desires  and  great 
means. 

As  for  the  offices  that  ye  wrote  to  my 
brother  for  and  to  me,  they  be  for  no  poor 
men ;  but  I  trust  we  shall  speed  of  other 
offices  meetly  for  us.  For  my  master  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  biddeth  me  ask  and  have. 
I  trow  (think}  my  brother  Sir  John  shall  have 
the  constableship  of  Norwich  Castle,  with  20/. 
of  fee;  all  the  lords  be  agreed  to  it. 

Tidings,  the  Earl  of  Worcester4   is  like  to 

1  John   Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk;   Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Talbot,  first  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
Duchess  of  Norfolk. 

2  John  do  Vere,  a  firm  friend  to  the  House    of 
Lancaster,  and  who,  during  the  short  exaltation  of 
Henry,  was  amongst  the  first  statesmen  of  that  partv. 
He  died  10th  of  March,  1412,  4  H.  VIII. 

3  [On  weeting  is  unweeting — without  his  know- 
ledge.] 

4  John  Tiptoft,  Lord  Treasurer  and  Lord  Constable, 


die  this  day,  or  to-morrow  at  the  farthest ; 
John  Pilkington,  M.  W.  at  Clyff,  and 
Fowler,  are  taken,  and  in  the  castle  ofPomfret, 
and  are  like  to  die  hastily  without  they  be 
dead.  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery  and  Jou- 
done  be  taken,  what  shall  fall  of  them  I  can- 
not say. 

The  Queen5  that  was,  and  the  Duchess  of 
Bedford,6  be  in  sanctuary  at  Westminster;  the 
Bishop  of  Ely,7  with  other  bishops  are  in  Saint 
Martin's  ;  when  I  hear  more  I  shall  send  you 
more  ;  1  pray  God  send  you  all  your  desires. 
Written  at  London  on  Saint  Edward's  even. 
Your  son  and  humble  servant, 

J.  PASTON. 
London,  Thursday, 
llth  of  October,  1470, 
10  E.  IV.    (49  H.  VI.) 

Mother,  I  beseech  you  that  Brome  may  be 
spoken  to  to  gather  up  my  silver  at  Guyton 
in  all  haste  possible,  for  I  have  no  money. 
Also  that  it  like  you,  that  John  Milsent  may 
be  spoken  to,  to  keep  well  my  grey  horse  an 
(if)  he  be  alive,  and  that  he  spare  no  meat  on 
him,  and  that  he  have  cunning  leeches  to 
look  to  him.  As  for  my  cominghome  I  know 
no  certainty,  for  I  tarry  till  my  Lady  of 
Norfolk  come  to  go  through  with  the  matters, 
and  she  shall  not  be  here  till  Sunday. 


absconded  on  the  departure  of  his  royal  master,  but 
was  taken  in  Weybridge  Forest,  in  Huntingdonshire, 
concealed  in  a  tree;  and  being  brought  to  the  Tower, 
was  there  beheaded  upon  a  charge  of  cruelty,  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1470. 

5  Elizabeth  .Queen  of  Edward  IV. 

G  Jaqueline,  of  Luxemburg!!,  Duchess-dowager  of 
Bedford,  and,  widow  of    Sir  Richard  Widville 
Woodville,  mother  to  Elizabeth. 

7  William  Gray,  a  man  of  family  and  great  learn- 
ing, was  placed  in  this  see  by  Pope  Nicholas  V.  in 
1454.  He  was  lord  treasurer  to  Edward  IV.,aud 
died  in  1478. 


le  or 
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LETTER   CCCIII.— (CVI.  vol.  iv.  p.  441.) 

"We  here  see  tlio  various  artifices  tliat  had  been  made  u«»»  of  to  brini:  forward  this  appeal  against  the  Pastons, 
and  tin-  pains  that  hadl>een  taken  by  those  \vho  seemed  to  have   been  tlicir   friends  t  ::i  by  it. 

The  endeavours  used  to  induce  the  widow  to  putherself  under  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  protection,  and  t" 
liis  Mis-al  under  the  different  titles  of  waive  and  widow,  are  curious,  and  throw  some  i 

system.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  tlie  sense  in  which  the  word  weve  or  waive  is  used  here,  farther  than 
it  means  to  c.uivey  tlie  idea  of  subjection.  The  widow,  however,  chose  to  IM- her  own  mistress  in  tin- 
second  year,  and  to  take  another  husband. 

To  his  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  Esquire. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  commend  me  to 
your  good  mastership,  &c.  Please  it  you  to 
understand  that  Redford  desired  me,  on  your 
behalf,  th;it  I  should  LTD  and  commune  with 
the  woniiin  that,  was  the  fuller's  wife  at  South 
AValsham,  which  woman  is  now  married  to 
one  Thomas  Sty  ward,  dwelling  in  the  parish 
of  Saint  Giles  in  Norwich;  which  woman 
said  to  me  that  she  sued  never  the  appeal,  but 
that  she  was  by  subtle  craft  brought  to  the 
New  Inn  at  Norwich,  and  there  was  Master 
Southwell,  and  he  introated  her  to  be  my 
lord's  wewe  (waive}1  by  the  space  of  an 
whole  year  next  following,  and  thereto  he 
made  her  to  be  bound  in  an  obligation  ;  and 
when  that  year  was  past,  he  desired  her  to  be  my 
lord's  widow  another  year  ;  and  then  she  said 
that  she  had  lever  (rather)  lose  that  that  she 


had  done  than  to  lose  that  and  more,  and 

therefore  she  said  plainly  that  she  would  no 

more  of  that  matter,  and  so  she   took  1; 

husband,  which  is  the  said  Thorn. i 

and  she  saith  that  it  was  full  sore 

will  that   ever  the  matter  v,  • 

for  she  had  never  none  avail   !.!:• 

was  sued  to  her  irre.it  labour  and  loss,  for  she 

had  never  of  my  !  iyher 

costs  to  London.     No  more,    but    (iod    have 

you  in  his  keeping.     Written  at  Norwie' 

Monday  next  after  : 

By  your  sr 

U.  L. 
Monday, 

22d  of  October,  1470. 

10  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCIV.— (C VII.  vol.  iv.  445.) 

The  date  of  this  letter  from  .T.  Paston,  the  younger,  to  his  mother,  cannot  be  certainly  asecrta'. 
think  I  may  venture  to  tix  it  between  1470  and  1474. 

To  my  right  u'or.sfujiftf/  ninth:-/-,  Mnr;i'iret  /'(tatun,  at  Muii'teby. 


RIGHT  worshipful  mother,  after  all  humble 
recommendations,  as  lowly  as  I  can  I  l» 
you  of  your  blessing.  Please  you  to  wet 
that  late  yesternight  1  came  t«,  Norwich,  pur- 
posing to  have  hern  at  this  day  with  yon  at 
Mawteby.  but  it  is  MI  that  I  may  not  hold 
my  purpose,  for  he  that  shall  pay  me  my 
quarter  wages*  for  me  and  my  retinue  is  in 


1  [The  original  is  n-cn-i — may  it  not  be   meant  for 
widow  . -ed   in  its   ordinal s 

•my  apiM-rtaiuiu^'   to    the    man  trial   lord,  she 

•!  and  natural 

'dally,    recurring    to    her 

if,.rmed    that  th.xe  who  hail  en- 
gaged in  the   kinr  ,-ir  pay   out 


Norwich,  and  waiteth  hourly  when  h; 
shall  come  to  him:   it  is  one    Kdmnnd  Howen 
of  the    Exchequer,  a    special    friend  of  mine, 
and  headviseth  me  to  tarry  till  the  n 

: 

I  the  mill,  first  im 
And  as  1    was  writing 
grooms  of  my   lord' 
and  told 

of  the  Kxeheijuernuar  and  their 

men. 

.  ;.ri'l>ali]y  on  • 

sliriue.  and  to  •  saion  an 

.ud  lia;ipy 
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Norwich  to-morrow  at  night  towards  Walsing- 
ham,  which  shall  I  wot  well  be  another  let 
to  me.  but  I  had  more  need  to  be  otherwise 
occupied  than  to  await  on  ladies,  for  there  is 
as  yet  I  trow  no  spear  that  shall  go  over  the 
sea  so  evil  horsed  as  I  am,  but  it  is  told  me 
that  Richard  Calle  hath  a  good  horse  to  sell, 
and  one  John  Butcher  of  Oxborough  hath 
another,  and  if  it  might  please  you  to  give 
Sym  leave  to  ride  into  that  country  at  my 
cost,  and  in  your  name,  saying  that  ye  will 
give  one  of  your  sons  an  horse,  desiring  him  that 
he  will  give  you  a  pennyworth  for  a  penny, 
and  he  shall,  and  the  price  be  reasonable, 
hold  him  pleased  with  your  payment  out  of 
my  purse,  though  he  know  it  not  ere  his  horse 
depart  from  his  hands.  Mother  I  beseech  you, 
and  (if)  it  may  please  you  to  give  Sym  leave 
to  ride  on  this  message  in  your  name,  that  he 
may  be  here  with  me  to-morrow  in  the  morn- 


ing betimes,  for  were  I  once  horsed  I  trow  I 
were  as  far  forth  ready  as  some  of  my  neigh- 
bours. 

I  heard  a  little  word  that  ye  purposed  to 
be  here  in  Norwich  the  next  week,  I  pray  God 
it  be  this  week. 

Mother,  I  beseech  you  that  I  may  have  an 
answer  to-morrow  at  the  farthest  of  this  mat- 
ter, and  of  any  other  service  that  it  please  you 
to  command  me,  which  I  will  at  all  seasons 
(be)  ready  to  accomplish  with  God's  grace, 
whom  I  beseech  to  preserve  you  arid  yours. 

Written  at  Norwich,  this  Wednesday  in 
Easter  week, 

By  your  son  and  servant, 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Norwich,  Wednesday,  April, 
between  1470  and  1474. 
10  and  14  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCC V.— (CVIII.  vol.  iv.  p.  419.) 

The  wages  due  to  these  men  was  for  their  attendance,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  at  the  battle 
of  Lincoln -Field,  usually  called  the  battle  of  Stamford,  where  the  king  [Edw.  IV.],  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  1 4C9-70,  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  the  rebel  forces,  commanded  by  the  son  of  Lord  Welles,  who, 
being  there  taken  prisoner,  was  a  few  days  after  beheaded.  On  the  news  of  this  defeat  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  repaired  to  Exeter,  from  thence  they  went  to  Dartmouth,  and  there,  about 
May ,  embarked,  for  France.  We  find  by  this  letter  that  the  king's  army  followed  them  to  Exeter.  This 
letter  by  the  date  appears  to  have  been  written  just  about  the  time  of  Edward's  leaving  the  kingdom,  when 
Henry  VI.  was  re-instated  on  the  throne,  unless  the  payment  of  the  men  had  been  longer  delayed ;  if  so  it 
was  not  written  till  after  Edward's  return  and  re-accession.  [They  were  of  course  Lancaster ians,  as  Suf- 
folk himself  was ;  and  this  letter  must  have  been  written  during  Henry's  short  restoration.  They  had  retreated 
to  Exeter,  and  had  probably  had  no  chance  of  obtaining  payment  till  this  time.  The  battle  was  fought, 
March  12,  at  Erpingham  in  Rutlandshire.") 

To  the  Bailiffs,  Constables,  and  Chamberlains  of  our  Borough  of  Eye,  and  to  every  of  them. 


THE  DUKE  OF  SUFFOLK.* 
FORASMUCH  as  Edmund  Lee  and  John 
Barker,  which  were  waged  for  your  town  to 
await  upon  us  in  the  King's  service  to  Lincoln 
Field,  and  from  thence  to  Exeter  and  (back') 
again  ;  and  for  that  season,  as  we  be  informed, 
they  are  not  yet  fully  contented  and  paid  of 
their  wages;  wherefore,  upon  the  sight  hereof, 

1  John  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  died  in  1491. 


we  will  and  charge  that  ye  without  any  longe* 
delay  pay  them  their  whole  duties  accord- 
ing the  covenants  that  ye  made  with  them, 
and  ye  fail  not  hereof  as  ye  intend  our  plea- 
sure. Written  at  Wingfield,  the  22nd  day  of 
October. 

SUFFOLK. 

Wingfield, 

Monday,  22nd  of  October, 
1740.     10  E.  IV. 
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LETTER  CCCVI.— (CIX.  vol.  iv.  p.  131.) 
It  appears  plainly  from  the  contents  of  this  letter,  that  it  was  written  daring  the  short  time  that  Henry  VI. 

wa>   in    ]>o>se.-sion   of  the  throne.     The    Karl  of  Oxford  \s as  cumin::  to  N<>r\\. 

Norfolk  stood  affected  to  the  present  change  in  the  government,  and  rno>t  ],n>l>al>l\ 

election  of  ni'TUMers  to  I*'  returned  for  that  city,  as  well  as  for  the  county,  to  serve  in  the  ensuing  par. 

It  is  a  mo>t  curious  letter,  and  -,'ives  us  a  very  particular  description  both  of  the  nartio  and  of  tin 

of  the  time.-.. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  in  haste. 

BROTHER.    I   commend    me  to   you,  praying  j    sufficient  matters,  and  tell  the  railing  r 
you  that  this  he   your  guiding,  if  oth»>r  folks  '    ing  them  not  to  cause  my  lonl 
will  a-ree  to  tlic  same,  that   Master  linos,  old      favour,  for  their  pleasure,  to  some  folks  there 
Knivet,1  ye.  and  the  worshipfullcst  lliat,   will       present  :  for  if  my  lonl  favour,  or  they  either, 
do   for   our  sake,  as   Arbla-ter,  .lohn  .Tenney.       by  likelihood   my   lord  and   they  might  lose 

six  times  as  many  friends  as  he  should   win 


Wodehouse,*  and  all  other  <rent!emen  that  at 
the  day  will  he  in  Norwich,  that  ye  all  whole 
as  one  body  come  together,  that  my  Lord  of 
Oxford  may  understand  that,  some  strength 
resteth  thereby,  which  if  it  he  well  handled 
and  prove  in  the  handling,  I  trow  Heydon's 
party  will  he  hut  an  easy  comparison;  never- 
theless, then  must  ye  beware  of  one  pain,  and 
that  is  this.  Heydon  will  of  craft3  send  among 
you  p.'  ilihi  ]  six  or  more  with  harness, 

for  to  slander  your  fellowship  with  saying  that 
they  he  riotous  people  and  not  of  substance  ; 
require  the  gentlemen  above  written  that  if 
any  men  be  in  Norwich  of  the  country  that 
any  such  harness  to  do  (make}  them 
leave  it,  or  any  glistering  bill  ()>(>le-uxe\ 

The  mayor  and  citi/ens  of  Norwich  were 
wont  to  have  a  certayne  (n  »//t//!>er~)  of  men 
in  harne^  of  men  of  the  town  to  the  number 
of  two  or  three  or  five  hundred,  which  if  they 
HOW  do  in  like  rase,  these  will  owe  better  will 
to  Ma>!i-r  Rons  and  you  than  to  other  folks: 
and  if  it  be  so  that  they  thought  not  to  have 
none  such  at  this  time,  I  think  the  mayor 
will  do  it  at  the  request  of  Master  Rons  and 
you,  if  lack  of  time  C8UM  ;i  not. 

Item.  !>••  well  ware  of  ('l,.pt..n,  for  he  hath 
advi-ed  my  lord  to  !  ;  ruled  by 

Heydon.  insomuch  h"  hath  reported  that  all 
things  and  all  matters  of  my  lord's  and  in  all 
the  country  should  (hr)  guided  by  Heydon;  if 

Clopton  or  Hygham  or  Lewi*  John  bo  bn>y, 

into  my  lord  before  them,  lor  they  be  no 

|.  of  Hueke:::. 
ml  Wodchou.-e,  klii.'lit,    of    ki:i 

•ii-ine.  and   worthy  : 
iluctor  of  a  modern  >•'. 


by  their  means. 

Also,  if  ye  could  find  tl,> 
Roos  and   ;>  •••   (the)  mayor    in   my 

lord's  ear  to   tell  him.  though  he  should  bind 
my  lord  to  conceal  (it),  that  the   love  of  the 
country  and  city  resteth  on  our  side,  ami   that 
other  folks  be  not   beloved   nor  ];• 
this  would  do  none  harm. 

If  it  be  so  that  all  things  go  olyver5current 
with  more,  to  remember  thai  thei- 
that  country  that    be  not   at    Norwich,  ! 
me,  that  he  right  worshipful,  and  as  worship- 
ful as  few  belonging  to  Norfolk,  that  will  ami 
shall   do  my  lord   service   the   rather   for   my 
sake  and  M  I,  and  the  rather  if  my 

lord  remit  not  much  tiling  to  Heyd. 

Also   the  goodly  m.  a   best 

can  entreat  my  cousin  Sir  Willian.  • 
at   the    said  day    w>e 
him,  if  it  will  be,  to  come  ye  in  h  - 
and  he  in  yours,  in  chief  at  your  • 
and  U  and  he   in  company.  1 

my  said  cousin  weet  that  I  told  him  one. 


4   '  In  the  ori.-inal  "  forth, 
tell    the  ra\liii_'."      We  think  the   tr  . 
be  "for  they  1- 
real  thin-."  t.  c.  the  truth.] 

•'•  Tlii>ai,iH-ars  to  he  till"  word  i:.  tl 
the  nie.iniii-  of  it  I    shall  \»   . 
{  Ma\   it  not  l)i-  c 

;v,   it-it  h   m<>" 

Miioothly,  t/ifn  f  spears  to 

us  the   eons-ruction.     The   \v ; 
scnrely  worde«l  ;    \\e  h 
]iuncttiation    In •: 
the  \\onU  t:,.tt 
trust  the  i. 

.... 
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1  should  move  him  of  a  thing  I  trusted  should 
be  increasing  both  to  his  honour  and  weal. 

I  sent  you  a  letter,  come  to  Norwich  by 
likelihood,  to  you  on  Monday  last  past,  it 
came  somewhat  the  later,  for  I  wend  (Vo)  have 
died  not  long  before  it. 

Also,  I  received  one  from  you  by  Master 
Blomvile  yester  even.  Tell  my  cousin  W. 
Yelverton1  that  he  may  not  appear  of  a  while 
in  no  wise,  I  trow  my  cousin  his  father  shall 
send  him  word  of  the  same ;  do  that  ye  can 
secretly  that  my  lord  be  not  heavy  lord  unto 
him  :  it  is  understood  that  it  is  done  by  the 
craft  of  Heydon,  he  gat  him  into  that  office  to 
have  to  be  against  me,  and  now  he  saith  that  he 
hath  done  all  that  he  can  against  me,  and  now 
may  do  no  more,  now  he  would  remove  him. 

The  day  is  come  that  he  fasted  the  even  for ; 
as  an  holy  young  monk  fasted  more  than  all 
the  convent,  after  that  for  his  holiness  and 
fasting  hoped  to  be  abbot,  which  afterward 
was  abbot,  then  left  he  his  abstinence,  say- 
ing, "  the  day  was  come  that  he  fasted  the 
even  for." 

Brother,  I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  my 
Lord  of  Oxford's  good  lordship;  and  whereas 
I  told  my  lord  that  I  should  have  awaited 
upon  his  lordship  in  Norfolk,  I  would  that  I 
might  so  have  done  lever  (rather)  than  an  hun- 
dred pound  ;  but  in  good  faith  these  matters 
that  I  told  my  lord  (/)  trowed  should  let  me 


were  not  finished  till  yesterday,  wherefore 
of  that  cause,  and  also  since  Hallowmass  every 
other  day  must  not  hold  up  mine  head,  nor 
yet  may,  insomuch  that  since  the  said  day,  in 
Westminster  Hall  and  in  other  place,  I  have 
gone  with  a  staff  as  a  ghost,  as  men  said,  more 
like  that  I  rose  out  of  the  earth  than  out  of  a 
fair  lady's  bed,  and  yet  am  in  like  case,  saving 
I  am  in  good  hope  to  amend,  wherefore  I 
beseech  his  lordship  to  pardon  me,  and  at 
another  time  I  shall  make  double  amends,  for 
by  my  troth  a  man  could  not  have  hired  me 
for  live  hundred  marks  (333/.  6s.  8d.)  with 
so  good  will  to  have  ridden  into  Norfolk,  as  to 
have  at  this  season  there  to  have  awaited  on 
his  lordship  ;  and  also  I  would  have  been  glad, 
for  my  lord  should  have  known  what  service  that 
I  might  have  done  his  lordship  in  that  country. 

Item,  your  gear  is  sent  to  you  as  Thomas 
Stomps  saith,  saving  Mylsent's  gear  and  the 
chaffron  which  I  cannot  intreat  Thomas 
Stomps  to  go  there  for  this  three  or  four  days, 
wherefore  I  knocked  him  on  the  crown,  &c. 

Item,  look  that  ye  take  heed  that  the  letter 

were  not  broken2  ere  that  came  to  your  hands, 

&c.     Written  at  London,  on  Thursday  next 

after  Saint  Erkenwald's  day3  (14th  November). 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

London,  Thursday, 

loth  of  November,  1470, 
10E.IV.    (49H.VI.) 


LETTER  CCCVIL— (CX.  vol.  iv.  p.  459.) 

These  facetious  verses  seem  to  have  been  written  without  any  regard  to  quantity,  the  rhyming  of  the  lines  in 
each  stanza  appears  to  be  all  that  was  attended  to;  they  are  here  produced  only  as  a  specimen  of  the  Latin 
poetry  of  the  age,  for  other  merit  of  any  kind  they  have  none,  as  they  abound  in  false  quantity,  false  con- 
cord, &c.  &c.  They  were  written  by  the  seneschal  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  but  to  whom,  unless  by  the  Black 
Knight  we  may  suppose  Sir  John  Paston  to  be  intended,  it  is  not  to  be  discovered. 

Senescallus  Comitis  Oxonics  niyro  Militi. 


NON  decet  senescallo  tam  magni  comitis 
Ut  comes  Oxonise  verbis  in  Anglicis 

Scribere  epistolas,  vel  suis  in  nunciis 
Aliquid  proponere  si  non  in  Latinis. 

1  William  Yelverton  had  been  in  the  interest  of 
Edward  IV.  and  therefore   durst  not  appear  till  he 
had  secured  a  pardon    from    the   present    govern- 
ment. 

2  The  caution  concerning  the  safe  delivery  of  the 
letter  unopened  is  worthy  of  observation. 

3  Erkenvvald,  Bishop  of  London,  founded  one  mo- 
nastery at  Chertsey,  in  Surrey,  for  men,  and  another  at 


Igitur  ille  pauperculus  pradicti  comitis 
Magnus  senescallus  magni  comitatis 

Nuncupatur  Norff.  Latinis  in  verbis 

Apud  Knapton  in  curia  in  forma  judicis. 

Barking,  in  Essex,  for  women,  who  be  fore  that  time 
were  often  obliged  to  retire  into  France  for  want  of  a 
proper  retreat  in  England.  He  was  the  son  either  of  Offa 
or  Ina,  a  king  of  the  East  Angles,  and  died  at  Bark- 
ing, in  the  latter  end  of  the  seventh  century,  when  his 
body  was  interred  in  his  own  cathedral,  but  was  taken 
up  in  1148,  and  deposited  anew  with  great  venera- 
tion, on  the  14th  of  November. 
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Tibi  nlgro  militi  salutem,  et  omnibus 
Notilico,  quod  Langdon  ille  liomuiiculus 

Nullam  pecuniam  liberate  vult  gentibus, 
Quod  est  magnum  impedimentum  nostris 
operibus; 

Idcirco  tibi  mando  sub  p;nna  contemptus, 
Quod  tu  indilate  propriis manibtu 

Scribas  tuas  litteras.  quod  ille  homunculus 
peciiniaj  di'liberat  gentibus: 


Sin  autem  per  litteras  has  nos'; 

Ego  and  operarii,  qui  stint  c 
Omnes  una  voce  promenin.s  suos  d< 

Nisi  liberet  pecuniam,  cum  simu- 

Teste  ineipso  apud  Knapton  predicta, 

niilii  testis  Maria  Hem 
Quod  vicesimo  die  Julii  mm  indorelicta 
Krat  summe  solidi,  res  luec  non  est  ficta. 
20th  of  July. 


LETTER    CCCVIII.— (XXXVII.  vil.  ii.  p.  55.) 

Sir  Thomas  dc  Vcro,  knight,  was  third  brother  to  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford.   It  appears  from  this  letter, 
that  the  county  of  Norfolk  was  in  the  interest  of  Henry  VI.,  and  hy  the  orders  \\  hi.-:,  ;hnt  the 

ad  had  advice  from  his  brother  of  the  apitearance  of  Edward's  fleet  on  tha 
from  thence  to  the  north.     Holinshcd   informs   \i>  tiiat  Kdward  came   before  ' 
Uth  of  Maxdt,  where  he  sent  on  shore  Sir  Kolx-rt  Chambcrlaine,  Sir  (Albert  IVbeuham, 
understand  how  the  country  stood  affected.     They  found  the  vigilance  of  the  Karl  of  t  >xford,  an<l  f 

.rations  he  had  made/were  such,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  land,  and  th- 
wards. 

To  my  right  dear  and  well-beloved  Brother,  Thomas  I'ere. 


RIGHT  dear  and  well-beloved  brother,  I  com- 
mend me  heartily  unto  you;  certifying  you 
that  I  have  received  your  writing,  directed 
now  last  unto  me,  by  my  servant  William 
Cooke.  by  which  I  understand  the  faithful 
guiding  and  disposition  of  the  country  to  my 
great  comfort  and  pleasure;  which  I  doubt 
not  shall  redound  to  the  greatest  praising  and 

; ii.  that  ever  did  till  (to)  any  country; 
certifying  you  furthermore  that  by  Nicheson 

or  other  tidings  last  sent  unto  me  ;  also 
these  by  Robert  Porter.  I  have  disposed  me 
with  all  the  power  that  I  ran  make  in  Kssex 
and  ^uiVnlk,  Cambridgeshire,  and  other  places 

..ii  Mo m!ay  next  coming  at  Htiry.  which 
purpose  I  intend  to  observe  with  ( . 
towards  you  into  Norfolk,  to  the  assistance  of 

..n«l"  tin-   country,  in   CMC   Kdward  with 
his    company   had  arrived   there,    and 
shall  do  the  same  notwithsfa  if  he 


arrive  northward,  like  as  ye  weet  by  likel : 
he  should,  I  cast  (intend)  to  follow  and  pur- 
sue him,    and  where(a*)  ye   desire    that     I 
should  send  you  word  what  disposition  shall 
be  taken  in  the  country  where  ye  be,  I  desire 
.you,  that  ye,  by  the  advice  of  the  (ient1 
which  be  there,  clmse  three  or  four  and  send 
them  to  me  at  Uury   on   M  and 

then  I  and  they,  with  my  council,  shall  take 
a  direction  for  the  surety  of  all  that  country 
by  (iod's  grace;  by  whom  I  shal' 
to  you  relation  whether  ye  shall  remain  still 
there  yourself,  or  resort  to   me  with  all  those 
that  be  accompanied  with  you,  and  Jesn 
serve  you.     At  Hithingham    Heniitgkam)  the 
lith  day  of  March. 

Hy  your  loviiu 

Ilcniiiiih.im,  or  llediiiuh:-.:;' 
llth  of  March,  14: 


LETTER  CCCIX.— (X\XYIII.v..l.  ii. 

.  rittcn  immediately  after  uoticn  of  the  landing  i 
M.irc-h;  bu' whether  the  forces  raised  in    N-irf.dk.  an-. 
'..-.ir  ; — if  they  ilid.  t 
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a  feint  of  attacking  them,  but  being  joined  by  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  it  was  determined  to  omit 
that,  and  proceed  immediately  to  London;  where  he  arrived  on  the  llth  of  April  without  opposition,  aud 
instantly  re-assumed  the  government  of  the  kingdom. 

To  my  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Henry  Spilman,  Thomas  Seyve,  John  Seyve,  James  Radclif, 
John  JBrampton  the  elder,  and  to  each  of  them. 


TRUSTY  and  well  beloved,  I  commend  me  to 
you,  letting  you  weet  that  I  have  credible 
tidings  that  the  king's  great  enemies  and 
rebels,  accompanied  with  enemies  estrangers, 
be  now  arrived  and  landed  in  the  north  parts 
of  this  his  land,  to  the  utter  destruction  of 
his  royal  person,  and  subversion  of  all  his 
realm,  if  they  might  attain ;  whom  to  encounter 
and  resist,  the  king's  highness  hath  commanded 
and  assigned  me,  under  his  seal,  sufficient 
power  and  authority  to  call,  raise,  gather,  and 
assemble,  from  time  to  time,  all  his  liege 
people  of  the  shire  of  Norfolk,  and  other 
places  to  assist,  aid,  and  strengthen  me  in  the 
same  intent. 

Wherefore,  in  the  king's  name,    and  by 
authority  aforesaid,   I  straitly   charge    and 


command  you,  and  in  my  own  behalf  heartily 
desire  and  pray  you  that,  all  excuses  laid  a-part 
ye  and  each  of  you,  in  your  own  persons, 
defensibly  arrayed,  with  as  many  men  as  ye 
may  goodly  make,  be  on  Friday  next  coming 
at  Lynn,  and  so  forth  to  Newark ;  where  with 
the  leave  of  God  I  shall  not  fail  to  be  at  that 
time ;  intending  from  thence  to  go  forth  with 
the  help  of  God,  you,  and  my  friends,  to  the 
rencounter  of  the  said  enemies;  and  that  ye 
fail  not  hereof,  as  ye  te  nder  the  weal  of  our 
said  sovereign  Lord  and  all  this  his  realm. 
Written  at  Bury,  the  19th  day  of  March.  " 

OXYNFORD. 


Bury,  19th  of  March, 

1470, 11  E.  IV.    (49  H.  VI.) 


LETTER    CCCX.— (XXXIX.  vol.  ii.  p.  61.) 
To  the  right  worshipful  and  special  singular  master,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  delivered. 


AFTER  due  recommendation  had,  with  all  my 
service,  &c.  (Here follow  copies  of  indictments 
and  appeals  procured  against  Sir  John  Paston, 
and  his  servants  ; — and  likewise  other  law  busi- 
ness.') 

As  for  tidings,  here  in  this  country  be  many 
tales,  and  none  accord  with  other  ;  it  is  told 
me  by  the  under-sheriff  that  my  Lord  of 
Clarence  is  gone  to  his  brother  late  king;  inso- 


much that  his  men  have  the  gorget  on  their 
breasts,  and  the  rose  over  it.     And  it  is  said 
that  the  Lord  Howard  1  hath  proclaimed  King 
~E(dward)  king  of  England  in  Suffolk. 
Yours,  and  at  your  commandment, 

JAMES  GRESHAM. 

Latter  end  of  March, 
or  beginning  of  April, 

1471,  HE.  IV.     (49  H.  VI.) 


LETTER    CCCXL— (XL.  vol.  ii.  p.  63.) 

This  curious  letter  was  written  by  Sir  John  Paston  to  his  mother,  the  fourth  day  after  the  battle  of  Barnet, 
wherein  he  had  personally  fought ;  and  which  may  be  said  to  have  settled  Edward  almost  securely  on  the 
throne,  by  depriving  him  of  his  implacable  enemy  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  here  fell,  most  furiously 
fighting.  His  brother,  the  Marquis  of  Montagu!  shared  the  same  fate ;  Sir  John  Paston  shows  himself  a 
true  Lancastrian,  and  even  now  entertains  great  hopes  of  a  change  of  affairs  favourable  to  Henry  ; — these, 
I  suppose,  were  raised  by  the  landing  of  Queen  Margaret  and  her  son,  Prince  Edward,  in  Dorsetshire,  but 
they  proved  of  short  continuance,  for  at  the  fatal  battle  of  Tewkesbury,  fought  on  the  4th  of  May  following, 
her  army  was  totally  routed,  and  herself  and  son  taken  prisoners ;  when  the  latter  was  almost  immediately 
most  basely  murdered  in  the  presence  of  Edward  ;  and  our  historians  say  that  this  young  prince  fell  by 
the  swords  of  the  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Gloucester,  and  of  the  Lords  Dorset  and  Hastings.  He  was  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  was  buried,  without  any  funeral  pomp,  in  the  church  of  the  Black  Friars,  in 
Tewkesbury.  It  seems  somewhat  surprising  that  Sir  John  should  commit  to  paper  his  wishes  and  opinions 
so  fully  at  a  time  when  he  was  scarcely  at  liberty  himself,  and  had  reason  to  fear  that,  if  his  sentiments  were 
discovered,  his  life  might  be  in  danger.  [Hall  i's  the  first  historian  who  mentions  Clarence  and  Gloucester 

1  John  Howard,  afterwards  the  first  Duke  of  Norfolk  of  that  name. 
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as  participating  in  this  munli-r.    The  monk  <>1  Croyland,  a  contemporary,  merely  - 

«;'   ;iiid  Kabyau,  a  lx>y  at  the  time,  that  the  king  "  strake  him  with  his  gauntlet  upon  t. 
which  stroke  so  by  him  receued,  In-  was  by  the  king's  servants  incontinently  slain."] 


T<>  nnj  Mother. 


MOTHER,  I  recommend  me  to  you,  letting  you 
weet,  that  blessed  be  God,  my  brother  John 
(PastoH*)  is  alive  and  fareth  well,  and  in  no 
peril  of  death;  nevertheless  he  is  hurt  with 
an  arrow  on  his  right  arm  beneath  the  elbow; 
and  I  have  sent  him  a  surgeon,  which  hath 

I  him.  and  he  telleth  me  that  he  tnisteth 
that  he -.hall  In- all  whole  within  right  short  time. 

It  is  so  that  John  Mylsent  is  dead.  God  have 
mercy  on  his  soul!  and  William  Mylsent  is 
alive,  and  his  other  servants  all  be  escaped 
by  all  likelihood. 

Item,  as  for  me,  I  am  in  good  case,  blessed 
be  God  :  and  in  no  jeopardy  of  my  life  as  me 
list  myself;  for  I  am  at  my  liberty  if  need  be. 

Item,  my  lord  archbishop l  is  in  the 
Tower;  nevertheless  I  trust  to  God  that  he 
shall  do  well  enough :  he  hath  a  safe- 
guard for  him  and  me  both ;  nevertheless  we 
have  been  troubled  since,  but  now  I  under- 
stand that  he  liath  a  pardon  ;  and  so  we  hope 
well. 

There  are  killed  upon  the  field,  half  a  mile 
from  Barnet,  on  Easter  day,  the  Karl  of  War- 
wick, the  Marquis  Montagu.*  Sir  William 
Tyrell,3  Sir  Lewis  Johns,  and  divers  other 
esquires  of  our  country,  Godmerston,  and 
Booth. 

And  on  the  King  Edward's  party,  the  Lord 
Cromwell,4  the  Lord  Say,5  Sir  Humphrey 
Bourchier6  of  our  country,  which  is  a  sore 
moony. 1  /,i<,<i>n-<l)  man  here  ;  and  other  people 
ih  parties  to  the  number  of  more  than  a 
thousand.7 

I  <,  c,    Arrhbi.shop    of   York  ;  —it    wa> 

from  the  custody  of  this  prelate  that  Bd  ward  escaped, 
after  bavinffbeen  surprised  and  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Karl  of  Warwick  in  M70;  perhap^  the  kind  treat- 
Of  hi- then  prixmer  now  pnx-ured  his  pardon. 

•  ;icse   two  noblemen  \\ere  .    I 
•  ,    j.ublic  \iew   in   St.  1'aul's  Cathedral, 
.,'  buried  at  Hisham  AhWy,  IJer'r. 
r   William    Tyrel    was  cousin    t 

the    afterward*    Mippo.-cd    murderer   uf    Kd- 
'.  .  and  his  brother  the  iMike  of  York. 
«  Humph. T>   Hourchier,  third  son  of  Hen; 

..i  summon-  to  parliament  in    1461,  as 
::i\\.-ll.  in  riirht  of  li. 

II  of  John  Lord  lion 

i  This  number  is  considerably  lew  than  tlic  least 


As  for  other  tidings.  (/'/)  is  understood  here, 
that   the  Queen  Margaret8   is  verily  la: 
and  her  son  in  the  west  country,  and  I 
(believe')  that  as  to-morrow,   or  else  the  next 
day,  the  K'm^  Kdward  will  depart  from  hence 
to  her  ward  to  drive  her  out  again. 

Item,  I  beseech  you  th,: 

mended  to  my  cousin  Lomner.  and  to  thank 
him  lor  his  good  will   to    me   ward  if  I  had 
had    need,    a-    I    understood    bv 
hereof;  and    I    beseech   ymi   on  my  1*1. 
advise  him  to  be   well  \van- 
laiiL'i.  !'ir  the  woi! 

right  queasy  T//WA  •,  hhiu 

this  month  ;  the  people  here  feareth  i( 

(tod  hath  showed  him-ielf  ni.irx  ellonsly  like 
him  that  made  all,  and  can  i 
him  list ;  and    lean   think  that   by  all    like- 
lihood shall  show  himself  as  marvellous;, 
and  that  in  short   time:    and   as    I    suppose 
oftener  than  once  in  cases  like. 

Item,  it  is  so  that  my  brother  is  mr 
ft/nfn-r,ri'!.->l)  of  money,  I  have  hoi  pen  (hel}Kil) 
him   t>>  my   power  and  abov 
It  pleaseth  you.  remember  him.  fir  [7J  cannot 
purvey  for  myself  in  the  same 

Written  at  London  the  Thursday  i 
week. 

I  hope  hastily  to  see   you.     All  this  bill 
must  e  not    a  doubted    (gut- 

pi&MW)10  Of  the  WOrld,]  trust  all  shall  h-wi-ll; 
if  it  thus  continue   1  am  not   all   undom  . 
none  of  us;   and  if  other  v. 

,.  1471.     11  K.  IV. 


i-iven  by  any  .•!'  our  }\\*:« 

made  the  li>t  of  >laiu  to  auiouir  I 

kk    the   most   :. 

IMIMI.       The     battle    •  ,'iin    on  'the 

in. .iniii-,  and  la-ted  tillal; 
the  11th  of  April,  1  1T1. 

1   (J 

lamle.1  at  Wi-\  mouth,  in  Dorst-t.-!. 
or  Hth  of.  \,,iil. 

bill    i;  't  thw 

l.-tti-r   bad  lM-en  ven    by  t 
if  not  1.. 

"»   [\\,-rath.'rt)iii!ksu>:  iftliey 

do  nothing  to  make  them  SUXJM^  •, 
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LETTER   CCCXIL— (XL1.  vol.  ii.  p.  69.) 

This  curious  and  secret  letter,  without  name,  date,  or  direction,  was  written  by  some  person  of  consequence  in 
this  reign,  and  I  believe  by  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  after  the  unsuccessful  battle  of  Barnet  when  he 
retreated  with  some  of  his  men  towards  Scotland ;  but  discovering  a  design  to  betray  him,  he  privately 
left  them,  and  went  into  Wales  to  join  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  The  supplies  of  men  and  money,  &c.  herein 
required  to  be  sent  to  him  were  intended  to  strengthen  the  queen's  army,  which  was  now  with  the  utmost 
expedition  assembling,  and  which  before  the  Earls  of  Pembroke  and  Oxford  could  join  it,  was  totally 
routed  at  Tewkesbury  on  the  4th  of  May  following. 

To  the  right  reverend  and  worshipfu 

RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  lady,  I  re- 
commend me  to  you,  letting  you  weet  that  I 
am  in  great  heaviness  at  the  making  of  this 
letter ;  but  thanked  be  God  I  am  escaped 
myself,  and  suddenly  departed  from  my  men  ; 
for  I  understand  my  chaplain  would  have 
detrayed  (betrayed}  me  :  and  if  he  come  into 
the  country  let  him  be  made  sure,  &c. 

Also  ye  shall  give  credence  to  the  bringer 
of  this  letter,  and  I  beseech  you  to  reward 
him  to  his  costs ;  for  I  was  not  in  power  at  the 
making  of  this  letter  to  give  him,  but  as  I  was 
put  in  trust  by  favour  of  strange  people,  &c. 

Also  ye  shall  send  me  in  all  haste  all  the 
ready  money  that  ye  can  make  ;  and  as  many 
of  my  men  as  can  come  well  horsed,  and  that 
they  come  in'  divers  parcels. 

Also  that  my  horses  be  sent  with  my  steel 
saddles,  and  bid  the  yeoman  of  the  horse 
cover  them  with  leather. 

Also  ye  shall  send  to  my  mother,2  and  let 
her  weet  of  this  letter  and  pray  her  of  her 
blessing,  and  bid  her  send  me  my  casket  by 


this  token ;  that  she  hath  the  key  tliereof,  but  it 
is  broken. 

Also  ye  shall  send  to  the  Prior  of  Thetford,* 
and  bid  him  send  me  the  sum  of  gold  that  he 
said  that  I  should  have ;  also  say  to  him  by 
this  token  ;4  that  I  showed  him  the  first  privy 
seal,  fyc. 

Also  let  Paston,  Felbrig,  and  Brews,  come 
to  me. 

Also  ye  shall  deliver  the  bringer  of  this 
letter  an  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle. 

Also  ye  shall  be  of  good  cheer,  and  take  no 
thought  (be  not  melancholy},  for  I  shall  bring 
my  purpose  5  about  now  by  the  grace  of  God 
who  have  you  in  keeping. 


April,  1471.     HE.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXIII.— (I.  vol.  v.  p.  3.) 


[THIS  letter  is  from  J.  Paston  to  his  mother, 
and  contains  an  account  from  J.  Paston  him- 
self, of  his  wounded  state,  and  great  want  of 
money,  confirmatory  of  the  letter  of  Sir  J. 
Paston  his  brother  (cccxi.).  It  was  written 
in  London,  April  30,  1471 ;  and  although  he 
says  "  now  I  have  neither  meat,  drink, 

1  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  sister  to  the  late  Earl  of  Warwick,  and 
wife  of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford. 

*  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Howard, 
knight,  who  was  uncle  to  John  Howard,  first  Duke 
of  Norfolk  of  that  name.  She  was  now  the  widow 
of  John  de  Vere,  late  Earl  of  Oxford. 

3  John  Vescey,  Prior  of  Thetford,  from  1441  to  1479. 


clothes,  leechcraft,  nor  money,  but  upon 
borrowing,  and  I  have  essayed  my  friends  so 
far  that  they  begin  to  fail  now  in  my  greatest 
need ;''  yet  he  is  in  high  spirits,  most  pro- 
bably from  his  knowledge  of  Queen  Mar- 
garet's return,  and  of  a  large  army  having 
assembled  in  her  favour.  He  appears  to  have 

4  The  precision  of  the  privy  tokens  shows  the 
caution  observed,  lest  the  money,  &c.  should  be  frau- 
dulently obtained  by  making  use  of  his  name  only. 

5  This  shows  the  expectations  formed  by  this  last 
attempt  of  the  Queen  and  Prince  Edward. 

6  The   first  character  of  this  signature  may  be 
supposed  to  resemble  an  O,  and  the  last  a  D,  though 
this  is  only  supposition. 
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been  very  sanguine  of  her  success,  for  lie  says 
"  it  shall  not  be  long  to  or  than  {before}  my 
wrongs  and  othermen's  shall  he  redressed,  for 
the  world  was  never  so  like  to  be  ours  as  it  is 
now;"1  hut  a  few  days  alter  the  battle  of 
Tewkesbury  was  fought,  and  the  queen  totally 
defeated.  One  of  the  principal  objects  nf  tin- 
letter  was  to  procure  money.  "  Mother,  I 
beseech  you,  and  ye  may  spare  any  money, 
that  ye  will  do  your  alms  on  me  and  send  me 
some  in  as  hasty  wise  as  possible."  His 
horses,  however,  appear  to  have  as  much  or 
even  more  of  his  attention  than  his  own 
ailairs.  His  directions  are  most  minute  ;  one, 
''  if  he  be  not  takyn  up  for  the  king's  ha, 
is  to  have  "  as  much  meat  as  he  may  < 


"  that  he  have  every  week  three  bushels  of 
oats,  and  every  day  a  pennyworth  of  bread  ;" 
others  are  to  "  be  put  to  some  good  grass  in 
haste/1  He  writes  also  for  several  articles  of 
his  wardrobe,  and  desires  his  mother  most 
particularly  "  that  nobody  look  over  my 
writings;'"  and  lie  adds,  i,()  doubt  antici- 

Imtingthe  success  of  his  party.  '•  J  than!, 
am  whole  of  my  sickness,  and  trust  to  be 
clean  whole  of  all  my  hurts  within  a  sev'nnight 
at  tli.'  farthest,  by  which  time  I  trust  to  have 
other  tidings;  and  those  tidings  once  had, 
I  trust  not  to  be  long  out  of  The 

letter     i.s    signed     John     ol  from 

Cieldestone  in  Norfolk,  where  he 
resided.] 


LETTER    CCCXIV.— (II.  vol.  v.  p.  7.) 


FTiiK  battle  of  Tewkesbury  was  fought  on 
May  4,  1471,  and  in  this  letter,  like  the  last, 
from  J.  Paston  to  his  mother,  dated  July  17, 
he  tells  her,  "  that  this  Wednesday  Sir 
Thomas  Wingfield  sent  for  me,  and  let  me 
weet  that  the  king  had  signed  my  bill  of 
pardon,  which  the  said  Sir  Thomas  delivered 
me  ;  and  so,  by  Friday,  at  the  farthest,  I 
trust  to  have  my  pardon  ensealed  by  the 
chancellor,  and  soon  after,  so  as  I  can  furnish 
me.  I  trust  to  see  you.'1  The  sudden  turns  in 
political  events  and  in  the  personal  opinions 
of  men  are  perhaps  not  more  remarkable  in 
times  than  our  own,  but  when  the 
'itiest  arguments  were  swords  or  bullets, 
it  is  gratifying  to  observe  how  little  rancour 
existed  in  the  middle  classes,  at  lea-t  against 
each  other.  With  the  leaders  of  course  the 


downfal  or  ruin  of  one  was  necessary  to  the 
rise  or  maintenance  of  the  oth  ••!• :  but  among 
their  followers  the  ties  of  family,  i« 
friendship  or  acquaintance,  though  not  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  their  taking  opposite  sides  in 
political  matters,  were  seldom  ineffectually 
urged  by  the  defeated  towards  their  conquerors. 
.We  have  repeated  instances  in  these  letters  of 
the  interference  of  friends  to  procure  pardons 
for  their  political  opponents.  ,md  the  present 
is  one  instance  of  the  facility  with  which  they 
were  granted.  J.  Paston  does  not  forg- 
horses  in  this  letter,  "lie  would  fain  his  gray 
horse  were  kept  in  mewe  for  ,-nati  , 
kept  in  the  stable  (or  mews  ;LS  is  often  now 
u-ed  in  London)  to  preserve  him  from  the 
;;d  all  are  to  have  as  much 
me.it  as  they  will  eat.] 


L  K  TT  K  R    CCCXV.— (XLI1.  vol.  ii.  p.  73.) 

This  letter  contain*  D  :  le-mi  from 

Uept  up  between  <me  part  ol'tli  tl  another;  no  opportunity  perl; 

letter  from    Noruieh  to    Loud.  m.    unle.-.>  :it  the  time  nf  the  fair:   aii"th.  . 
the  us.-  that  pik'iitns  were  of  in  eomeyin,'    iutelli..  h  iee  which  > 

id,   .mil   his  anxious  concern  f  <  •  ivthrcn  giver-  lj  opinion  of 

}\\~,  k'nuli  oils  them. 

'/'<-  .1//-.V.  M'tri/'tn-t  I'nitu//.  <>/•  to  Junn  !'<• 

HKiiiT    well-bel,  I  thank  (iod.  and  have  I..VM  <  ver  since  that  I 

to  you,  letting  you  weet  that  I  am  in  welfare,       spa!  ;.  and  marvel  for  ; 
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Sent  never  writing  to  me  since  ye  departed;  I 
heard  never  since  that  time  any  word  out  of 
Norfolk  ;  ye  might  at  Bartholomew  fair1  have 
had  messengers  enough  to  London,  and  if  ye 
had  sent  to  Wykes  he  should  have  conveyed 
it  to  me.  I  heard  yesterday  that  a  Worsted 
man  of  Norfolk,  that  sold  worsteds  at  Win- 
chester, said  that  my  Lord  of  Norfolk  arid 
my  lady  were  on  pilgrimage  at  our  lady2  on 
foot,  and  so  they  went  to  Caister ;  and  that 
at  Norwich  one  should  have  had  large  lan- 
guage to  you,  and  called  you  traitor,3  and 
picked  many  quarrels  to  you ;  send  me  word 
thereof;  it  were  well  done  that  ye  were  a 
little  surer  of  your  pardon  than  ye  he ; 
avise  you,  I  deem  ye  will  hereafter  else 
repent  you. 

I  understand  that  Bastard  Fauconhridge4 
is  either  headed  or  like  to  be,  and  his  brother 
both ;  some  men  say  he  would  have  deserved 
it  and  some  say  nay. 

I  purpose  to  be  at  London  the  first  day  of 
the  term,  send  me  word  whether  ye  shall  be 
there  or  not. 

Item,  I  would  weet  whether  ye  have  spoken 
with  my  Lady  of  Norfolk  or  riot,  arid  of  her 
disposition  and  the  household's  to  me  and  to 
you  wards,  and  whether  it  be  a  possible 
(thing}  to  have  Caister  again  and  their  good 
wills,  or  not. 

And  also  I  pray  you  understand  what  fel- 
lowship and  guiding  is  in  Caister;  and  have 
a  spy  resorting  in  and  out,  so  may  ye  know 
the  secrets  amongst  them. 

There  is  much  ado  in  the  North,  as  men 


1  Bartholomew  fair,  in  Smitliiield. 

2  OfWalsingham. 

3  This  refers  to  the  part  he  had  taken  previous  to, 
and  at,  the  restoration  of  Henry  VI. 

4  Thomas  Nevile,  the  natural   son  of  William 
Lord  Fauconberg,  called  the  Bastard  Fauconberg, 
having  adhered  to  Henry  VI.  was,  on  his  taking  the 
government,  appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  Channel, 
which  place,  on  the  change  of  affairs,  he  lost ;    and 
being  a  man  of  loose  character,  first  turned  pirate, 
and  then,   landing,  collected  a  large  army,   with 
which    he  attempted  to  surprise   London ;    where 
being  repulsed,  he  retired,  and  on  the  king's  ad- 
vancing towards  him  submitted ;  when  he  was  not 
only  pardoned  but  knighted,  and  again  appointed 
vice  admiral.     This  happened  in  May,  1471,   but 
was  of  short  continuance,  for  between  the  13th  and 
29th  of   September    following    he   was    beheaded, 
though  whether  for  any  fresh  crime  or  not  is  un- 
certain. 


say  ;  I  pray  you  beware  of  your  guiding,  and 
in  chief  of  your  language,  so  that  from  hence- 
forth by  your  language  no  man  perceive  that 
ye  favour  any  person  contrary  to  the  king's 
pleasure. 

I  understand  that  the  Lord  Rivers5  hath 
licence  of  the  king  to  go  to  Portugal  now 
within  this  sev'nnight. 

I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  my  mother, 
and  beseech  her  of  her  blessing  on  my  behalf. 
(H ere  follow  some  directions  about  payments  of 
money.} 

Item,  I  pray  you  send  me  word  if  any  of 
our  friends  or  well-willers  be  dead,  for  I  fear 
that  there  is  great  death  in  Norwich  and  in 
other  borough  towns  in  Norfolk;  for  I  ensure 
you,  it  is  the  most  universal  death  that  ever 
I  wist  in  England ;  for  by  my  truth,  I  cannot 
hear  by  pilgrims  that  pass  the  country,  nor 
none  other  man  that  rideth  or  goeth  any 
country,  that  any  borough  town  in  England 
is  free  from  that  sickness ;  God  cease  it  when 
it  please  him.6 

Wherefore,  for  God's  sake,  let  my  mother 
take  heed  to  my  young  brethren  that  they  be 
not  in  none  place  where  that  sickness  is  reign- 
ing, nor  that  they  disport  not  with  none  other 
young  people  which  resorteth  where  any  sick- 
ness is  ;  and  if  there  be  airy;  of  that  sickness 
dead  or  enfect  (infected}  in  Norwich,  for  God's 
sake  let  her  send  them  to  some  friend  of  hers 
into  the  country,  and  do  ye  the  same  by  mine 
advice;  let  my  mother  rather  remove  her 
household  into  the  country. 

Even  now  Thyrston  brought  me  word  from 
London  that  it  was  Doctor  Allen  that  caused 
your  trouble  that  ye  had  at  Norwich;  and 
that  John  Pampyng  rode  for  a  discharge  for 
you,  and  that  he  hath  sped  well,  but  how 
that,  wot  I  not ;  if  ye  be  clear  out  of  Doctor 
Allen's  danger  keep  you  there,  and  here- 
after ye  may  scolf  as  well  at  his  carte 
(q.  cost}  ;  I  pray  you  send  me  word  of  all  the 
form  of  his  dealing  with  you. 

I  had  almost  spoken  with  Mrs.  Anne 
Hawte,  but  I  did  not,  nevertheless  this  next 
term  I  hope  to  take  one  way  with  her  or 


5  On  a  pilgrimage. 

6  I  do  not  find  this  year  marked  by  our  historians 
as  a  year  of  sickness. 
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other;  she  is  agreed  to  speak  with  me, 
and  she  hopeth  to  do  me  ease  as  she 
saith. 

I  pray  you  send  me  word  how  ye  do  with 
my  Lady  Kli/abeth  Bourdiitr.  ye  have  a 
little  dialed  it  but  I  cannot  tell  how  ;  send 
me  word  whether  ye  he  in  better  hope  or 
worse. 

I  hear  say  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford's 
brethren  be  gone  out  of  sanctuary.1  Sir 
Thomas  Fulforth"  is  gone  out  of  sanctuary, 
and  a  great  fellowship  fetched  him,  a  three 
score,  and  they  say  that  within  live  miles  of 


London  he  was  200  men.  and  no  man  v.  • 

(knowcth)    where  he  is   become  not  \  .-t.      The 

Lords    Hastings  and    Howard    b« 

and   have    it    peaceably  ;    and    Sir    Walter 

Wrottesly   and   Sir  Jeffrey   < 

thence,  and  will    be    at    London 

as  it  is  said. 

Written   at    Waltham    beside   W 
the  day  next  Holy  rood  day.3 

JOHN  PASTON,  / 

13th  or  15th  of  September, 
1471.    UK.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXVI.— (XLIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  81.) 

We  may  from  this  letter  pick  out  some  curious  particulars  relative  to  the  church  of  Hromholm  i 
folk, "and  likew  ise  form  some  plan  of  the  embattled  mansion  of  the  Pastons  at  (iresham  in  N>  >; 
,    which  are  now  both  in  ruins. 

To  his  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Esquire,  at 

I  COMMEXO  me  to  you,  letting  you  weet  that. 
&c.  (Here  follou's  an  account  that  the  Duchess 
of  Suffolk  *  and  Duke  of  Norfolk  intend  again 
cof/i/neticim/  njijti'ii/x  mjuuixt  Si/'  Jnhti  I'uxtoit 
and  lux  ///•';//«•/•,  $•<•.  oonctming  Cnixt>-r,  4*C0 
J  would  fain  have  the  measure  where  my 
father  lieth  at  Bromholm  ;5  both  the  thick- 
ness and  compass  of  the  pillar  at  his  head, 
and  from  that  the  space  to  the  altar,  and 
the  thickness  of  that  altar,  and  imagery  of 
timber  work  :  and  what  height,  the  arch  is  to 
the  ground  of  the  aisle,  and  how  high  the 
ground  of  the  choir  is  higher  than  the  ground 
of  the  aisle. 

Item,  I  pray  you  let  the  measure  by  pack- 
thread  lie  taken,  or  else  measured  by  yard, 


»  Till  the  retell  of  Henry  VIII.  all  our  churches 
and   churclr.  'iictuaries,   and     protected 

traitor-,    muiderers,    \:c.   if  within   forty  days  they 
acknowledged  their  fault,  and  submitted  then 
to    banishment: — the    most    eini- 

KriL'land  were  St.  John's  of  l^\erley.  St.  Martin's 
I..-  (iraud,  Kipon  in  Yorkshire,  St.  Hurit.-n'>  in  ('.irii- 
wall,  and  \Veslmin-ter. 

iiford    was  sou   of  Sir    Haldwin 
Vulford,   i«-hcaded   at    Uristol   in   HOI;    lie  Ii',. 
•  •lld"d  his  lit-  on  the  sealVuhl. 

;;   Holyroud  day,  Mth  of  September. 

*  Elixabeth,  li'rter  of  Ed  w»rd  IV. 

'•'  John  1' i-t  >n  \\a-iiinsts'i  nptuoii>ly  buried  in  the 

•  •hiirch  of  Hromholm  in  1-K.r,;  UtewmOU 
I  SUM  .  ared  in  order  to  adopt  a  plan  for 

his  monument. 


,  or  to  Mrs.  Muryartt.  his  mother. 

how  much  is  from  the  norti: 

brigg  was   at    (iresham6  to   the - 

and  in  like  form   from  the  east  .- 

west;  also  the  height  of  the  e.i*t  wall,  and 

the  height  of  the  south-east   tower  from  the 

ground,  if  ye  may  easily.     Also  what  I.: 

•every  tower   is  within  the  wall,  and  which 

tower  is  more  than  other  within.     Also  how 

many  foot,  or  what  breadth  each  t 

within   each   corner   of  the   (jua-: 

thwart7 the  doors,  and  howm 

c  This  mansion,  built  by  the  Stute\i', 
licence  from  Kdward  II..  enlbattled  by 
Sir  William  Paston,  the  )ui 

7  The  drawing,  here  riven  in  tl 
intended,  by  Sir  .lolai  Paston,  to: 
-ham.  and  if  we  sir 
represents  th' 
must  U-  the    liortli  side,  :.:. 
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is  from  the  mote  side,  where  the  brigg  was, 
to  the  highway,  or  to  the  hedge  all  along  the 
entry,  and  what  breadth  the  entry  is  between 
the  dikes. 

I  pray  you,  if  ye  have  a  leisure  in  any 
wise,  see  this  done  yourself  if  ye  may,  or  else 
if  Pampyng  do  it,  or  who  that  ye  think  can 
do  it ;  I  would  spend  2(M.,  or  as  ye  seem  [more 
if  you  think  proper'],  to  have  the  certain  of 
everything  herein. 

And  as  for  my  father's  tomb  I  charge  you 
see  it  yourself,  and  when  I  speak  with  you  I 
will  tell  you  the  causes  why  that  I  desire  this 
to  be  done. 

As  for  tidings,  the  king  and  the  queen 
and  much  other  people  are  ridden  and  gone 
to  Canterbury,  never  so  much  people  seen 
in  pilgrimage  heretofore  at  once  as  men  say. 

Also  it  is  said  that  the  Karl  of  Pembroke 1 
is  taken  unto  Bretagne;  and  men  say  that 
the  king  shall  have  delivery  of  him  hastily; 
and  some  say  that  the  king  of  France  will 
see  him  safe,  and  shall  set  him  at  liberty 
again. 

Item,  Thomas  Faucoribridge  his  head  was 
yesterday  set  upon  London  Bridge  looking 
into  Kent  ward ;  and  men  say  that  his  brother 
was  sore  hurt,  and  escaped  to  sanctuary  to 
Beverley. 

Sir  Thomas  Ful forth  escaped  out  of  West- 
minster with  100  spears55  as  men  say,  and  is 
into  Devonshire,  and  there  he  hath  stricken 


off  Sir  John  Crokkcr's  head  and  killed  another 
knight  of  the  Courtenays  as  men  say :  I 
would  ye  had  your  very  (absolute}  pardon 
at  once ;  wherefore  I  pray  you  fail  not  to  be 
at  London  within  four  days  after  Saint 
Faith's;3  ye  shall  do  good  in  many  things, 
and  I  pray  you  send  me  word  hereof  by  the 
next  messenger;  and  if  it  come  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Higgeris,  at  the  Black  Swan,  she 
shall  convey  it  to  me,  for  I  will  not  fail  to 
be  thereat  London  again  within  this  six  days. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  hath  a  son,  and  was  de- 
livered within  two  days  after  Saint  Bartholo- 
mew ;4  and  her  daughter  A.  H.  was,  the  next 
day  after,  delivered  of  another  son,  as  she  saith 
eleven  weeks  ere  her  time ;  it  was  christened 
John,5  and  is  dead,  God  save  all ;  no  more 
till  I  speak  with  you. 

Written  at  London  on  Michaelmas  even. 
JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

Item,  I  pray  you  let,  some  witty  fellow,  or 
else  yourself,  go  to  the  towns  there  as  (where} 
these  two  women  dwell,  and  inquire  whether 
they  be  married  since  and  again  or  not,  for 
I  hold  the  hoorys  (whores')  wedded ;  and  if 
they  be,  then  the  appeals  were  abated  thereby. 
I  remember  not  their  names,  ye  know  their* 
better  than  I.  Also  in  the  sheriff's  books 
there  may  ye  find  of  them. 

London, 
Saturday,  23th  of  September,  1471.     11  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCX VII.— (III.  vol.  v.  p.  1 1 .) 


[Tms  letter  is  from  M.  Paston  to  her  son 
J.  Paston,  dated  November  5,  1471,  com- 
plaining of  his  brother,  Sir  J.  Paston,  neg- 
lecting to  forward  her  money  which  she  had 
borrowed  for  him,  and  for  which  she  was 
security.  She  very  ingeniously  shows  how 
his  neglect  will  ultimately  occasion  him 

1  Jasper  Tudor  de   ITatfield,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
half  brother  to  Henry  VI.     He  went  into  Brittany,  to 
his  nephew  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond,  \\liuin  he  at- 
tended at  Bosworth  Field,  and  was  by  him  created 
Duke  of  Bedford ;  he  died  in  1495. 

2  Spearmen ; — men  armed  with  spears. 

3  5th  of  October. 

4  24th  of  August. 
VOL.   II. 


greater  loss.  The  sum  required  is  one  hun- 
dred marks  (fiG/.  13s.  4</.),  and  she  says: — 
"  I  know  not  how  to  do  therefore  by  my  troth, 
for  I  have  it  not,  nor  I  cannot  make  shift 
therefore  and  (</)  I  should  go  to  prison ;  there- 
fore commune  with  your  brother  hereof,  and 
send  me  word  how  that  he  will  make  shift 


5  The  conclusion  of  this  letter  seems  to  refer  to 
some,  private  amours  of  Sir  John,  and  if  A.  II.  stand 
for  Anne  Hawte,  she  appears  to  be  a  mistress  of  his  ; 
but  this  is  not  certain,  yet  it  is  probable  by  the  next 
letter  but  one  that  she  was  his  mistress,  as  he  there 
sav  s  "  he  will  tempt  God  no  more  so."  [If  so,  it  ap- 

Eears  strange  that  the  letter  should  be  directed  to  his 
rotlier,  even  though  only  as  an  alternative.] 
I-' 
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therefore  in  haste ;  I  must  else  need  sell  all 
my  woods,  and  that  shall  disavail  him  better 
than  a  cc.  marks  and  I  die ;  and  if  I  should 
sell  them  now  there  will  no  man  givesomuch 
for  them  by  near  an  c.  marks  as  they  be 
worth,  because  there  be  so  many  wood  sales 
in  Norfolk  at  this  time."  She  proceeds  to  re- 
count how  much  she  has  given  and  paid  for  Sir 
John,  and  makes  some  threats  as  to  what  may 
take  place  on  her  death.  The  rest  of  the  letter 
is  of  country  news,  deaths,  sickness,  &c.,  but 
she  adds,  "  I  send  you  half  a  rial  (5».)  for  to 


buy  with  sugar,  figs,  and  dates,  for  n 
pray  ye  do  as  well  as  ye  can,  and  send  it  me 
as  hastily  as  ye  may;  and  send  me  word  what 
price  a  pound  of  pepper,  cloves,  mace,  g 
cinnamon,  almonds,  rice,  galangal,  satiron, 
raisins  of  Corinth  (cwrran/t),    greynes  (pro- 
bablij  grains  of  I''  i  each 

of  these  send  me  the  price  of  a  pound,  and  it' 
it  be  better  cheap  at  London  than  it  is  here, 
J  shall  send  you  money  to  buy  with  such  as 
I  will  have."] 


LETTER   CCCXVIII.— (XLIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  87.) 

queen  of  Henry  VI.  was  taken  after  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury,  and  continued  a  prisoner  ti 
when  she  was  rausomed  by  her  father,  for  50,000  crowns,  which  lie  borrowed  ot  \A-\\ is  XI.  K : 

To  my  most  honourable  and  tender  mother,  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  letter  Jelirered. 


MOST  worshipful  and  kind  mother,  I  commend 
me  to  you,  and  beseech  you  of  your  daily 
blessing  and  remembrance.  Please  it  you 
to  weet  that  I  have  my  pardon,1  as  the 
bearer  hereof  can  inform  you,  for  comfort 
whereof  I  have  been  the  merrier  this  Clirist- 
and  have  been  part  thereof  with  Sir 
George  Browne,2  and  with  my  lady  mine 
aunt  his  wife ;  and  before  Twelfth3  I  came  to 
my  lord  archbishop,4  where  I  have  had  as 
great  cheer,  and  been  as  welcome  as  I  could 
devise;  and  if  I  had  been  in  surety  that 
Caister  were  had  again  I  would  have  come 
homeward  this  day. 

(Here follow  directions  about  fainter,  and  a 
that  it  might  be  had  again  !»/  ///.*  Intter 
end  nf  the  term,  when  he  would  come  home, 
un<l  j'nt  lux  In  mix  and  hou»es  into  order.)  And 
J  beseech  you  to  remember  my  brother  to  do 
his  devyr  (endeavour)  that  I  may  have  again 
my  stuff  5  my  books,  and  vestments,  and  my 

1  For  joining  the  friends  of  Henry  VI.  in  order  to 

•ion. 

*  •-  nnvne,   knight,   of    Deechworth 

Castle,  in  Surry. 

3  Twelfth  day,  fith  of  January. 

ilc,  An-lihi-lio])  of  York. 
5  These  were  what  had  btreu  taken  at  ("a; 


bedding  howsoever  he  do,  though  I 
give  20    scutas  by  his  advice 
Brandon  or  some  other  good  fello-.v. 

As  for  any    tidings  there    be    no:; 
save  that  the  king  hath  kept  a  royal  Christ- 
mas; and  now  they  say  that  hastily  In*  will 
north,  and  some  say  that  he  will  into  Wales, 
and  some  say  that  he  will  into  the  west  country. 
As   for  Queen    Margaret.    I    und.'istand    tiia: 
she  is  removed  from  Winds  ,r  t..  Wall 
nigh  to  Ewelm,  my  Lady  of  Suffolk's  place 
in  Oxfordshire. 

And  men  say  that  the  Lord  River?  shipped 
on  Christmas  even  into  (iinto)  Portugal 
ward  :  I  am  n;>t  certain. 

Also  there  shall  be  a  convocation  of  the 

.    which    in 

avail  the  king  a  dyine  (tenth)  and  an  hal  ' 
some   say.     1  beseech   (..>d   send    \ 
health  and  greater  joy   i:  'han   \e 

have  had  these  seven.      Wi, 

Nli    day    of    January,    in    the     llth    of 
Edward  IV. 

By  your 

Turn 

8th  of  Januarv.  14114.  T 
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.    LETTE  R    CCCXIX.— (XLY.  vol.  ii.  p.  91.) 

We  have  in  this  letter  a  clue  to  conduct  us  towards  a  discovery  of  the  reason  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester's 
dislike  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  and  if  this  account  be  true  it  had  a  reasonable  foundation.  The 
Duke  of  Gloucester  was  desirous  of  marrying  Anne  (now  the  widow  of  Prince  Edward,  so  cruelly  murdered 
at  Tewkesbury),  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  sister  to  Isabel  Duchess  of  Clarence. 
This  alliance  we  here  find  was  opposed  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence ;  not  from  any  point  of  delicacy  respecting 
the  murder  of  this  lady's  late  husband,  (for  according  to  our  historians  he  was  equally  concerned  in  that 
horrid  act  with  his  brother,)  but  because  he  did  not  relish  the  thought  of  parting  with  her  share  of  the  pos- 
sessions now  vested  in  him,  by  his  wife  Isabel,  the  eldest  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of 
Warwick  ;  his  apparent  design  being  to  deprive  the  younger  daughter  of  her  moiety  of  her  paternal  inhe- 
ritance, and  retain  it  all  himself.  This  was  the  part  riot  only  of  a  covetous  but  of  an  unjust  man,  and  very 
probably  produced  that  spirit  of  revenge  which  afterwards  ended  in  his  destruction. 

To  John  Past  on,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


BROTHER,  I  commend  me  to  you,  and  pray 
you  to  look  up  my  Temple  of  Glass,  J  and 
send  it  me  by  the  bearer  hereof. 

Item,  as  for  tidings,  I  have  spoken  with 
Mrs.  Anne  Hawte  at  a  pretty  leisure,  and 
blessed  be  God  we  be  as  far  forth  as  we  were 
tofore,  and  so  I  hope  we  shall  continue ;  and 
I  promised  her,  that  at  the  next  leisure  that  I 
could  find  thereto,  that  I  would  come  again 
and  see  her ;  which  will  take  a  leisure  as  (/) 
deem  now,  since  this  observance  is  over  done  ; 
I  purpose  not  to  tempt  God  no  more  so. 

Yesterday,  the  king,  the  queen,  my  Lords 
of  Clarence  and  Gloucester,  went  to  Sherie 
to  pardon ;  men  say  not  all  in  charity ;  what 
will  fall  men  cannot  say. 

The  king  entreateth  my  Lord  of  Clarence 


for  my  Lord  of  Gloucester ;  and  as  it  is  said 
he  answereth  that  he  may  well  have  my  lady 
his  sister-in-law,  but  they  shall  part  no 
livelihood  as  he  saith,  so  what  will  fall  can 
I  riot  say. 

This  day  I  purpose  to  see  my  Lady  of 
Norfolk  2  again,  in  good  hour  be  it. 

There  is  proffered  me  merchants  for  Sporle 
wood,  God  send  me  good  sale  when  I  begin ; 
that  poor  wood  is  sorely  managed  and  treated. 

Yet  wot  I  not  whether  I  come  home  before 
Easter  or  not,  I  shall  send  you  word;  no 
more,  &c. 

Written  the  first  Tuesday  of  Lent. 

JOHN  P  ASTON,  kniyht. 

Tuesday, 
17th  of  February,  1471-2.  11.  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXX.— (XLYI.  vol.  ii.  p.  93.) 

The  proportioning  of  the  money  left,  amongst  the  creditors,  to  pay  the  debts,  seems  to  be  fair,  but  how  Sir 
John's  part  should  be  justly  worth  three  the  best  I  do  not  understand.  [The  letter  is  a  favourable  specimen 
of  the  epistolary  style  of  the  age.  The  subjects  are  various  though  not  important,  and  are  all  touched 

.  upon  with  a  lightness  and  ease  that  make  the  whole  interesting.  His  praise  of  the  Earl  of  Arrau,  however, 
seems  somewhat  extravagant,  though  extremely  well  said.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  brother,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 
you.  (Here  follows  an  account  of  some  money 
transactions,  8fc.)  Item,  Master  John  Smythe 
telleth  me  that.  Sir  T.  Lyney's  goods  are  not 
able  to  pay  a  quarter  of  his  debts  that  be 
asked  him,  wherefore  such  money  as  is  beleft, 
it  must  be  divided  to  every  man  a  part  after 


1  A  poem,  written  by  Stephen  Hawes,  who  flou- 
rished in  the  15th  centurv. 


the  quantity,  which  division  is  not  yet  made, 
but  when  it  is  made  he  hath  promised  me 
that  your  part  shall  be  worth  three  the 
best,  &c. 

Item,  as  for  one  of  JBerney's  horse,  whoso 
hath  least  need  to  him,  he  shall  cost  him 
20  marks  (131.  6s.  Sd.)  not  a  penny  less. 


2  Elizabeth  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  was  the  daughter 
of  John  Talbot  the  first  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
F   2 
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Ye  sent  me  word  of  the  marriage  of  my 
Lady  Jane ;  one  marriage  for  another  one, 
Norse  and  Bedford  were  asked  l  in  the 
church  on  Sunday  last  past. 

As  for  my  sister  Anne,  my  mother  will 
not  remove  from  W.  Velvet-ton  for  Bedyng- 
feld,  for  she  hath  communed  farther  in  that 
matter  since  ye  were  in  this  country,  as  it 
appearcth  in  her  letter  that  she  sendeth  you 
by  Thyrston. 

Tidings  here,  my  Lady  of  Norfolk  is  with 
child  she  weueth  (thinlmth)  herself,  and  so 
do  all  the  women  about  her,  insomuch  she 
waits  the  quickening  within  these,  six  we<-ks 
at  the  farthest.  Also  W.  (iurney  weneth 
that  Heydou  is  sure  of  Saxthorpe,  and  that 
Lady  Holeyn  of  (luyton. 

John  Osbern  adviseth  you  to  take  lireath 
for  the  wood  sale  at  Sporle,  for  he  hath  east 
it  that  it  is  worth  as  good  as  nine  score  pounds. 
Ik-ware  of  Montayn,  for  he  may  not  pay  you 
so  much  money  with  his  ease. 

I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  Sir  John 
Parre  with  all  my  service,  and  tell  him  by 
my  troth  I  longed  never  sorer  to  see  my 
lady  than  I  do  to  see  his  mastership:  and  I 
pray  Ciod  that  he  arise  never  a  morning  from 
my"  lady  his  wife,  without  it  be  against  her 
will,  till  such  time  as  he  bring  her  to  our 
Lady  of  Walsingham. 

AU<>  I  pray  you  to  recommend  me  in  my 
most  humble  wise  unto  the  good  lordship  of 


the  most  courteous,  ge:  it,  kindest, 

most    companionable,     freest,    larger,    and 
most  bounteous  knight,  my  lord  the   Karl   uf 
Arran,*  which  hath  married  the  king's  sister 
of  Scotland.      Hereto    he  is  one  ti. 
delynerst  (/nml>/,:st),  best  spoken,  fairest  archer ; 
devotttest,    most     perfect,    and  truest    to    his 
lady    of  all   the    knights    that    ever   I    was 
acquainted  with;     so  would    (iod.   my   lady 
liked  me  as  well  as  I  do  his  person  and 
knightly  conditions,  with  whom    I   pra\ 
to  be  acquainted  as  (to)  you  seemeth 
he   is  lodged   at   the    George   in    Lombard- 
street.     He  hath   a  book  of  my  >i»ter   Anne's 
of  the  Siege  of  Thebes,  when  he  hath 
with    it    he  promised    to  deliver  it    you.       I 
pray  you  let  Portland  bring  the  book   home 
with  him.      Portland  is  lodi:- 
in  Lombard-street  also. 

And  this  I  promise  you.  ye  shall  n  it 
long    again   without    a   bill  from 
have  been,  though  1  should  write  how  oft  tiie 
wind  changeth,  for  I  see  by  your  writu 

CTO- 

can  be  wrath  and  ye  will  fcr  1: 

Written  the  oth  day  of  June. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

5th  of  June,  1472,1-3  K.  IV. 
(Orp'rlians  it  may  IM-  :>\\\  of  .1  : 

.  U)  !•:.  IV."  s.v  Letter  eexeU.) 


LETTER   CCCXXL— (IV.vol.  v.  p.  17.) 


[JoiiN  Past  on  in  this  letter  proceeds  with  the 
alVairs  of  Sir   .1.    Lyney's  for   Lym-s).   whose 

,  he  says,  in  this  country  draueth  but 
:>f. :  he  recommends  his  brother  to  send  an 
inventory  of  Sir  J.  Lyiu-y's  goods  kc..  in 
London,  "  which  inventory  if  once  li.nl.  ye 
shall  have  as  rmni-th  to  your  pait  :i;id  more 
but  that  "li is  debts  draw  :'.<!/.  1^ 

.tes  al*o  that  there  is  some  olijections   to 
n's  bill  for  the    funeral,  in   which 
twenty  shilling 
rappow)    "  which    to  in    Smith's 

.  the  church. 


imagination,  and  to  all   other  ofl;< 

court,   should   not    dr.i 

Tin-   re>t    of   the    letter    is    chieily 

mother    intending   to  settle   her   ]  I 

will,  and  of  his   ov.  n    d 

J.  (iloy-;.      "  .Many  qu 

my  brother    Kdmimd  and    m-out  of  In 

mother's)  1: 

*  Tli'»iin-  r.  ryd,  i:.iri  --r  kxnn,  In 

in.,  fc 

lg  unii'ii'iil.i; . 

,-Ml-    L 
3    •]  , 
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lightly  ;  all  that  we  do  is  ill-done,  and  all  that 
Sir  James  and  Peacock  doth  is  well-done. 
Sir  James  and  I  be  twain :  we  fell  out  before 
my  mother,  with  '  thou  proud  priest,'  and 
*  thou  proud  squire,'  my  mother  taking  his 
part,  so  I  have  almost  beshut  the  bolt  (barred 
myself  'outy  as  for  my  mother's  house."  This  is 
a  curious  picture  of  the  discontent  and  un- 


happiness  arising  from  the  improper  predomi- 
nance of  a  domestic  (Sir  James  Gloys  was 
priest  and  confessor  to  his  mother)  in  a  fa- 
mily. Sir  James,  however,  died  in  1473, 
when  administration  of  his  effects  was  granted 
to  Margaret  Paston.  The  letter  is  dated 
Wednesday,  July  8,  1472.] 


LETTER   CCCXXIL— (XLVII.  vol.  ii.  p.  99.) 

This  letter  exhibits  to  us  almost  a  picture  of  modem  manners,  in  the  terms  and  address  used  in  recommending 
a  member  of  parliament  to  the  corporation  of  Maldon.  The  agent  of  the  great  lady  writes  to  the  bailitf  of 
the  borough,  and  to  the  tenants,  &c.,  to  use  their  influence  with  the  electors  in  favour  of  Sir  John  Paston,  a 
friend  of  the  lady's,  in  the  good  graces  of  the  king,  and  in  the  interest  of  the5  council  and  the  lord  cham- 
berlain. It  appears  too,  that  a  seat  in  parliament  was  then  an  object  of  pursuit,  and  not  a  burden  laid  upon 
the  representative  as  we  are  informed  by  some  of  our  historians ;  and  although  we  are  apt  to  suppose  that  there 
is  now  more  interest  made  and  more  bribery  used  in  obtaining  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  than  there 
was  three  hundred  years  ago ;  the  desire  of  parliamentary  interest,  we  here  see,  was  much  the  same. — 
Engines  were  set  at  work,  the  patronage  of  the  great  was  held  out,  and  promises  were  made  even  as  at  this 
day ;  and  though  the  friends  of  a  candidate  would  not  now  come  from  divers  parts  of  the  country  to  Nor- 
wich, (see  the  next  letter)  break  their  fasts,  and  return  home  again  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate,  for  a 
bill  amounting  to  nine  shillings  and  one  penny  halfpenny,  yet  the  motive  is  still  the  same,  the  manners, 
customs,  ami  expenses  of  the  times  forming  die  only  difference.  [The  postscript  contains  also  a  gently 
insinuated  threat,  that  he  is  coming  for  the  rents.] 

To  my  right  trusty  friend  John  Carenton,  bailiff  of  Maldon. 


RIGHT  trusty  friend,  I  commend  me  to  you, 
praying  you, to  call  to  your  mind,  that  like 
as  ye  and  I  communed  of,  it  were  necessary 
for  my  lady  and  you  all,  her  servants  and 
tenants,  to  have  this  parliament  as  for  one  of 
the  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Maldon,  such  a 
man  of  worship  and  of  wit  as  were  towards 
my  said  lady ;  and  also  such  one  as  is  in 
favour  of  the  king,  and  of  the  lords  of  his 
council  nigh  about  his  person :  certifying 
you,  that  my  said  lady  for  her  part  and  such 
as  be  of  her  council,  be  most  agreeable  that 
both  ye  and  all  such  as  be  her  farmers  and 
tenants  and  well-willers,  should  give  your 
voice  to  a  worshipful  knight,  and  one  of  my 
lady's  council,  Sir  John  Paston ;  which  stands 
greatly  in  favour  with  my  lord  chamberlain: 
and  what  my  said  lord  chamberlain  may  do 
with  the  king  and  with  all  the  lords  of  England, 
I  trow  it  be  not  unknown  to  you  most  of  any 
one  man  alive.  Wlierefore,  by  the  means  of 
the  said  Sir  John  Paston  to  my  said  lord 
chamberlain,  both  my  lady  and  ye  of  the 
town  could  not  have  a  meeter  (properer)  man 
to  be  for  you  in  the  parliament  to  have  your 
needs  sped  (interests  forwarded)  at  all  seasons. 
Wherefore  I  pray  you  labour  all  such  as  be 


my  lady's  servants,  tenants,  and  well-willers, 
to  give  their  voices  to  the  said  Sir  John  Pas- 
ton,  and  that  ye  fail  not  to  speed  my  lady's 
intent  in  this  matter  as  ye  intend  to  do  her  as 
great  a  pleasure  as  if  ye  gave  her  an  lOOif 
And  God  have  you  in  his  keeping.  Written 
at  Fishly,  the  20th  day  of  September. 
JAMES 


I  pray  you  be  ready  with  all  the  accounts 
belonging  to  my  lady,  at  the  farthest  within 
eight  days  next  after  Pardon  Sunday,  for 
then  I  shall  be  with  you  with  God's  grace, 
who  have  you  in  keeping. 

Fishly, 

Sunday,  20th  of  September, 
1472.     12  E. IV. 


1  James  Arblaster,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk. 
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LETTER    CCCXXIII.— (XLVIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  103.) 

We  have  hero  a  curious  description  of  the  council  of  a  great  man,  and  find  it  composed  of  ireutlemen  of 
family  and  fortune  ;ici-tin^  the  property  of  their  lord  come  before  them,  t  ,,0n  th.- 

subject  and  deliver  their  opinion  ;  but  if  that  opinion  differed  from  that  of  the  -ivat  man,  we  find  IM  took 
the  liberty  of  adopting  his  o\vu. 

To  my  right  worshipful  brother,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  to 

you  ;  lotting  you  weet  that  your  desire,  as  for 
the  knights  of  the  shire,1  was  an  impossible 
(thing)  to  be  brought,  about ;  for  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk'and  my  Lord  of  Suffolk3  were  agreed 
more  than  a  fortnight  ago  to  have  Sir  Robert 
Vv'yngfieldand  Sir  Ri chard  Harcourt,  and  (hat 
knew  I  not  till  it  was  Friday  last  past.  I  had 
sent  ere  I  rode  to  Framlingham  to  warn  as 
many  of  your  friends  to  be  at  Norwich,  as  this 
Monday,  to  serve  your  intent  as  I  could;  but 
when  I  came  to  Framlingham,  and  knew  the 
appointment  that  was  taken  for  the  two  k  nigh t.s, 
1  sent  warning  again  to  as  many  as  I  might, 
to  tarry  at  home;  and  yet  there  came  to  Nor- 
wich this  day  as  many  as  their  costs  drew  to 
9*.  l^d.  paid  and  reckoned  by  Peacock  and 
R.  Capron ;  and  yet  they  did  but.  break  their 
fast  and  departed;  and  I  thanked  them  in 
vi, ur  name,  and  told  them  thai  ye  would  have 
no  voice  as  Ihis  day,  for  ye  supposed  not  to  be 
in  England  when  the  parliament  should  be; 
and  so  they  came  not  at  the  Shire-hoiiM-.  f, ,\- 
if  they  had  it  was  thought,  by  such  as  be  your 
friends  here,  that  your  adversaries  would  have 
reported  that  ye  had  made  labour  to  have  been 
< MM-,  and  that  ye  could  not  bring  your  pur- 
pose about. 

I  sent  to  Yarmouth,  and  they  have  promised 
also  to  Doctor  Aleyn  and  John  Russe  to  be 

ifusei)  more  than  three  weeks  ago. 
.     James  Arblaster  hath  written  a  letter  to  the 
bailiff   of   Maldnn    in    KSM'X    to    have    ynii    a 
K  ;   how  .hide  shall   sjx-ed    let    him 
b  II  yi.ii  when  ye  si >eak  tog-  " 

Sir.    I     have    l.een    twice,    at     Framlii^ham 
since  y-ur  |    l.ut   now   the  la-,1  time 

iineil  was  there,  I  saw  your   letter  v.  iiich 
1  ettir  than  well  endited.      H.    • 


but  I  took  my  own  advice,  and  delivered 

the  council  with  a  proposition  therewit 

well  as  I  could  speak  it;   and   my  wonN 

well  taken,  but  your  letter  a  thousand  f.ild 

better;  when  they  had  read  it  they  showed  it 

to  my  lady;4  after   that  my  lady  had  • 

I  spoke  witli   my  la<!\.  ,   my   lord 

and  her  your  service,   and   besides  that!  j 

do  my  lord  a  pleasure5  and  her  a  better,  so  as 

ye   might    depart    without  a: 

she  would  not  tell  in  \\. 

me  again  to  the  council,  fur  she  said  and  she 

spoke  in  it  fill  my  lord  and   the  council 

agreed,  they  would  lay  the  weight  of  a! 

matter  on  her,  which  should  IK-  rep  nt.  d   to 

her  shame;   but  this  she  pron  R-lp- 

ing  so  it  were   first  moved   by  the   council  ; 

then  I  went  to  the  council  and  offered  i 

them  your  service  to  my  lord,  and  to  do  him  a 

pleasure,  for  the  having  again  of  your  ; 

and  lands  in  Caister  40/.,not  sjK-ak 

stuff  nor  thing   else;  so   the  i    me 

your  offer  was  more  than  \<  ,d   if 

the  matter   were  theirs,   they   said,   they 

(knew)  what  conscience  would  dr 

they  said  they   would   move  my  lord  with  it, 

and  so  they  did  ;   but  then  th 

and  he  gave  them  such  an  answer  that  n> 

them  all  would  tell  it  me ;   but  wlr 

'.IT   of    them    they    said  : 
sonic  1,  ;  iter  men  moved   i 

with  it,  the  matter  were  youi- 
sel.)     And  with  this 

HI,      Southwell,      'I 

Hairy  Wei  it  worth,   W.  (. 
of  council   understand   tli  ; 

:i  th.it   they  moved  me  ' 
take  a  reconij  -  land   to  th 

but    they    would    not    avow    the   olli  ; 

!  them,  if  t.' 

have  offered   ll 

but  in  my  reason  ai:  h.uuher- 
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lain l  would  send  my  lady  a  letter  with  some 
privy  token  between  them,  and  also  to  move 
my  Lord  of  Norfolk  when  lie  cometh  to  the 
parliament,  certainly  Caister  is  yours. 

If  ye  miss  to  be  burgess  of  Maldon,  and 
my  lord  chamberlain  will,  ye  may  be  in 
another  place;  there  be  a  dozen  towns  in 
England  that  choose  no  burgess  which  ought 
to  do  it,  ye  may  be  set  in  for  one  of  those  towns 
and  (if)  ye  be  friended.  Also  in  no  wise 
forget  not  in  all  haste  to  get  some  goodly  ring 
(at  the)  price  of  20*.,  or  some  pretty  flower  of 
the  same  price,  and  not  under,  to  give  to  Jane 
Rodon;  for  she  hath  been  the  most  special 
labourer  in  your  matter,  and  hath  promised 
her  good  will  forth  (in  future)  ;  and  she  doth 
all  with  her  mistress.  Arid  (if)  my  lord 
chamberlain  will  he  may  cause  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  to  come  up  sooner  to  the  parliament 
than  he  should  do,  and  then  he  may  appoint 
with  him  for  you  ere  the  farm 2  corn  be 
gathered.  I  proffered  but  40A,  and  if  my 
lord  chamberlain  proffer  my  lady  the  rema- 
nent  I  can  think  it  shall  be  taken ;  my  lady 
must  have  somewhat  to  buy  her  a  coverchief 3 
besides  my  lord. 

A  supper  'that  I  paid  for,  where  all  the 
council  was  at  Framlingham,  2*.  3d.  and  my 
costs  at  Framlingham  twice  lying  there  by 
eight  days,  with  9s.  l^d.  for  costs  of  the 
country  at  Norwich  draweth  about  20s.  I 
trow  more.  By  our  Lady  if  it  be  less  stand 
to  your  harms,  and  sic  remaiiet  5/.  13$.  4rf. 

I  ask  no  more  good  of  you  for  all  the  ser- 
vice that  I  shall  do  you  while  the  world  stand- 
eth,  but  a  goss  hawk,4  if  any  of  my  lord 


1  William  Lord  Hastings. 
'2  Com  paid  in  part  of  rent. 

3  A  head-dress,  or  handkerchief. 

4  From  the  anxiety  here  expressed  for  an  hawk, 
we  may  judge  of  the  attention  which  was  paid  to  the 
diversion  of  hawking.      Latham,    in  his  book  of 
Falconry,  says,  that  a  goshawk  is  the  first  and  most 
esteemed  kind  of  hawk ;  that  a  sore  hawk  is  from 
the  first  taking  of  her  from  the  eiry  till  she  hath 
mewed  her  feathers.    The  tassel,  or  tiercel,  is  the 


chamberlain's  men  or  yours  go  to  Calais,  or  if 
any  be  to  get  in  London ;  that  is  a  mewed 
hawk,  for  she  may  make  you  sport  when  ye 
come  into  England  a  dozen  years  hence ;  and 
to  call  upon  you  hourly,  nightly,  daily,  din- 
ner, supper,  for  this  hawk,  I  pray  no  more  but 
my  brother  (Edmund),  J.  Pampyng,  Thyrs- 
ton,  J.  Myryel,  W.  Pitt,  T.  Platting,  Jude, 
Little  Jack,  Master  Botoner  and  W.  Wood  to 
boot,  to  which  persons  I  pray  you  to  commend 
me,  and  if  all  these  list  (be  disposed)  to  speak 
to  you  of  this  matter  when  Sir  George  Browne, 
W.  Knyvet,  R.  Hyde,  or  any  folk  of  worship 
and  of  my  acquaintance  be  in  your  company, 
so  that  they  may  help  forth,  (for  all  is  little 
enough,  and  ye  be  not  very  well  willing)  I  shall 
so  purvey  for  them,  and  ever  ye  come  to  Nor- 
wich, and  they  with  you,  that  they  shall  have 
as  dainty  victuals  and  as  great  plenty  thereof 
for  Id.  as  they  shall  have  of  the  treasurer  of 
Calais  for  15<7.,5  and  ye  peradventure  a  pyeof 
Wymondham  to  boot :  now  think  on  me  good 
lord,  for  if  I  have  not  an  hawk  I  shall  wax 
fat  for  default  of  labour,  and  dead  for  default 
of  company  by  my  troth.  No  more,  but  I 
pray  God  send 'you  all  your  desires,  and  me 
my" mewed  goss  hawk  in  haste,  or  rather  than 
fail  a  soar  hawk  there  is  a  grocer  dwelling 
right  over  against  the  Well  with  two  Buckets,, 
a  little  from  Saint  Helen's,  hath  ever  hawks  to 
sell. 

Written  at  Norwich  the  21st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  12th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Rather  than  fail,   a    tarssel  proved    will 
occupy  the  time  till  I  come  to  Calais. 

Norwich, 

Monday,  21st  of  September, 
1472.  12  E.  IV. 

male  of  the  goshawk,  so  called  because  it  is  a  tierce 
or  third  less  than  the  female :  it  appears  here  that  a. 
"grosser,"  or  dealer  in  foreign  fruits,  &c.,  sold  hawks. 
5  The  attendance  on  the  wars  in  France,  and  in 
our  garrisons  there,  must  have  been  very  expensive 
by  this  account  of  the  difference  in  the  price  of  pro- 
visions at  Calais  and  at  Norwich. 
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LETTER    CCCXXI V.— (V.  vol  v.  p.  25.) 


[Tins  letter  is  from  J.  Pashm  to  his  brother 
Sir  John,  ami  is  little  more  than  a  repetition 
of  his  last  two  letters,  complaints  of  Sir  James 
Gloyt,  tlu-  want  of  money,  some  legal  matters, 
and  his  great  desire  for  a  hawk.  On  this  last 
topic  he  writes  with  an  earnestness  that  may 
•well  raise  a  smile.  '•  As  fur  a  goshawk,  or  a 
tercel,  I  weened  to  have  had  one  of  yours  in 
keeping  ere  this  time,  l>ut  '  far  from  eye,  far 


from  heart;'  liy  my  trotli  I  die  for  default  of 
labour;  and  it  may  be  by  any  me  . 
for  God's  sake  let  one  be  sent  me  in  all  1. 
for  if  it  be  not  had  by  Hallowmas  the  s. 
shall  pass  anon  ;  memento  mei,  and  in  f.iith 
ye  shall  not  lose  on  it,  nor  yet  much   win  on 
it,  by  God,  who  preserve  you."     Date' I 
wich,  Sept.  29,  1472.] 


LETTER   CCCXXV.— (XLIX.  vol.  ii.  p.  113.) 

This  letter  is  <_'iven  ;ls  containing  a  specimen  of  the  free  and  ea-y  conversation  of  the  time,  and  show-!  the 
very  intimate  acquaintance  that  subsisted  lietween  Sir  .1.  I'aston  and  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk.  Sir  William 
lirandon,  knight,  was  standard-bearer  to  the  F.arl  of  Richmond,  and  was  slain  in  ISnsworth  Field  hy 
Richard  III.  He  was  father  to  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk  [who  married  Mary,  sister  of  Henry  VIII., 
and  Dowager  (Jiieen  of  France.  The  c  mversation  seems  to  have  U-en  indeed  very  "  free  :ind  ea-y""on  the 
part  of  Sir  John.  He  seems  to  have  spoken  of  her  as  he  would  of  ahorse;  bat  it  also  seems  f1. 
language  was  not  well  received.  His  concluding  sneer  at  his  brother's  passion  for  the  hawk  i»  well  exp: 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  delivered. 


WORSHIPFUL  and  well-lwloved  brother,  I 
recommend  me  to  you ;  letting  you  weet  that 
J  sent  you  a  letter  and  ring  with  a  diamond  ; 
in  which  letter  ye  might  well  conceive  what 
I  would  ye  should  do  with  the  same  ring, 
with  many  other  tidings  and  things  which  I 
prayed  you  to  have  done  forme;  which  letter 
Hotoner  !  had  the  bearing  of;  it  is  so  now 
that  I  understand  that  he  is  either  dead  or 
else  hard  escaped  ;  whereof  I  am  right,  heavy  ; 
and  am  nut.  certain  whether  the  said  letter 
and  ring  came  to  your  hands  or  not. 

I  would  not  that  letter  were  seen  with  some 
folks,  wherefore  I  pray  you  take  good  heed 
how  that  letter  cometh  to  your  hands  whole 
or  broken,  and  in  especial  I  pray  you  get  it 
if  ye  have  it  not. 

Al-o  I  pray  you  feel  my  Lady  of  Norfolk's 
disposition  to  me  wards,  and  whether  she 
took  any  displeasure  at.  my  language,  or 
mocked  or  disdained  my  words  which  I  had 
to  her  at  Yarmouth,  between  the  [dace  where 
I  first  ifiet  with  her  and  her  lodging;  for  my 
Ixidy  Urandon  and  Sir  William  also  a.skcd 
me  what  words  I  had  had  to  her  at  that  time; 
they  said  that  my  lady  said  I  gave  her 
thereof.-  and  that  1  should  have  said  that  my 


1  Wiiiiiitn  Botoner,othenH*W«n 

'  I  paid  her  olT,  or  treated  her  w  ith  mice; 

\\ords  of  the  original  in  both  passages  are 
>  i  *cr.] 


lady  was  worthy  to  bear  a  lord's  son.3  for  she 
could  cherish  it  and  deal  waiily  with  it. 
In  truth   either  the  same,   or  words  m 
like,  I  had  to  her,  which  words  I  meant   as  1 
said ;  they  say   too  that  I  said  she  took  her 
ease.     Also   (/An/)  I   should  have  said   that 
my  lady  was  of  stature  good,   and   had  - 
long  and  large,  so  that  I  was  in  good  hoj 
should  bear  a  fair  child  :  he  was  not  1  . 
nor  braced   in,  to  his  pain,    but  that   si. 
him  room   to  play  him   in  ;  they  say  that   I 
said  my  lady  was  large  and  great,  and  that  it 
should  have  room  enough  ::!  and  thus  whether 
my   lady    mock    me.   or  they,    I    wot  i., 
meant   well    by   my    troth  to  her  and  t.i 
she  is  with,  as  any  he  that  oweth  her  best  will 
in    England  ;   if  ye   can    by   any   mean 
whether  my  lady  take  it  to  displeasure  or  not, 
or  whether  she  think  I  mocked  In-,. 
weet    it  but  lewdne-s    ,,f    in;, 

,ne  word,  for  I  wot   not    win  : 
trust  this  Lady  Hrandon  or  not. 

that,  as  I  understand,  I  !'  Brittany 

shall  come  to  London  to-morrow  ;  and  men 
say  that  the  Lord  4  Rivers  and  Scabs  shall 
hastily  come  home,  and  men  say  that  there 

4  Anthony  Woo<l 

endeavour    ''.  --ession    of  the    Marls    of 

,ke   and   Hichm-'ii.l.   «!>  >  :icd   as 

•  Duke  ui  i;.  . 
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is  many  of  the  soldiers  that  went  to  him  into 
Brittany  been  dead  of  the  flux  and  other 
epidemy,  that  the  remanent  should  come 
home  with  the  Lord  Scales  ;  and  some  say  that 
these  ambassadors  come  for  more  men ;  and 
this  day  runneth  a  tale  that  the  Duke  of  * 
Brittany  should  be  dead,  I  believe  it  not. 

I  sent  you  word  of  a  hawk  ;  I  heard  not 
from  you  since;  I  do  and  shall  do  that  is 
possible  in  such  a  need. 

Also  I  cannot  understand  that,  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk  shall  come  here  this  time,  wherefore 
I  am  in  a  great  agony  how  is  best  for1  me  to 
sue  to  him  for  rehaving  of  my  place ;  that 


good  lord  weeteth  full  little  how  much  harm 
lie  doth  me,  and  how  little  good  or  worship  it 
doth  him.  I  pray  you  send  me  your  advice. 
No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  God  have 
you  in  his  keeping. 

Written  at  London,  the  4th  day  of 
November,  in  the  12th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

I  fear  me  that  idleness  leadeth  your  rein ; 
I  pray  you  rather  remember  Sir  Hugh  Laver- 
noy's  till  your  hawk  come. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 
London,  Wednesday, 
4th  of  November,  1-172, 
12  E.  VI. 


LETTER    CCCXXVL— (L.  vol.  ii.  p.  119.) 

I  should  have  thought  this  child  was  Anno,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  memorandum  of  ''  A°.  x°."  (10  E.  IV.) 
on  the  back  of  a  letter  (ccxcix.)  from  John  Paston  to  Sir  John  Paston,  knight,  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 
The  child  here  expected  therefore,  whether  boy  or  girl,  died  soon  after  its  birth;  and  whether  Sir  John's 
good  wishes,  as  to  the  sex  of  the  child,  were  successful  or  not,  must  remain  undetermined. 

To  John  Paston  Esq.,  be  this  given. 

BROTHER,  I  commend  me  to  you,  letting  you 
weet,  &c.  (The  first  part  of  "this  letter  treats 
of  some  money  transactions  of  no  consequence, 
4*e.) 

As  for  the  deliverance  of  the  ring  to  Mis- 
tress Jane  Rotton,  I  doubt  not  but  it  shall 
be  done  in  the  best  wise,  so  that  ye  shall  get 
me  a  thank  more  than  the  ring  and  I  are 
worth  or  deserve. 

And  whereas  ye  go  to  my  Lady  of  Norfolk, 
and  will  be  there  at  the  taking  of  her  chamber, 
I  pray  God  speed  you,  and  our  Lady  her,  to 
her  pleasure  with  as  easy  labour  to  overcome 
that  she  is  about,  as  ever  had  any  lady  or 


gentlewoman  save  our  Lady  herself;  and  so 
I  hope  she  shall  to  her  great  joy  and  all  ours  ; 
and  I  pray  God  it  may  be  like  her  in  wor- 
ship, wit,  gentleness,  and  everything  except 
the  sex. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  I  will 
sleep  an  hour  the  longer  to-morrow  because 
I  wrote  so  long  and  late  to-night. 

Written  between  the  8th  and  the  9th  day 
of  November,  in  the  12th  year  of  Edward 
IT. 

JOHN  PASTON,  kniyht. 

Between  the  8th  and  9th  of  November, 
1472.     12  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCCXXVIL— (VI.  vol.  v.  p.  29.) 


[THE  beginning  of  this  letter  chiefly  relates  to 
the  steps  taken  by  Sir  J.  Paston  for  the  recovery 
of  Caister,  and  he  writes  to  his  mother,  brother, 
or  Roos  to  assist  him  in  his  efforts.  He  has 
got,  he  writes,  the  king's  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, to  an  agreement,  we  suppose,  for 

1  Francis  II.,  the  last  Duke  of  Brittany,  was  bora 
in  1435,  and  died  in  1488. 


he  adds  "the  king  hath  specially  done  for 
me  in  this  case,  and  hath  put  me,  and 
so  have  the  lords,  in  right  great  comfort 
that  if  this  fail  that  I  shall  have  unde- 
layed  justice."  He  trusts  the  duchess  will 
be  his  very  good  lady,  but  as  she  is  confined, 
fears  his  messenger  will  not  be  admitted  to 
her,  nor  his  brother,  to  move  her  in  his  be- 
half. In  that  case,  he  says,  "  my  mother,  if 
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she  were  at  Norwich  she  might  speak  with 
her,  for  that  she  is  a  woman  and  of  worship." 
In  order  further  "to  move"  the  duchess,  he 
says,  "where  [w7/-/-^/.v j  that  heretofore  I 
would  have  departed  with  an  hundred  marks 
(66/.  13*.  4rf.)  to  have  had  her  good  help,  and 
to  be  restored  to  my  place,  which,  not  ac- 
cepted, I  told  my  said  lady  that  I  feared  my 
power  should  not  be  hereafter  to  give  so  large 
a  pleasure;  for  at  that  time  I  was  in  hope 
that  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  should  have 
paid  it,  though  it  had  drawn  an  hundred 
pound  :  yet  forasmuch  as  men  may  not  lure 
none  hawks  with  empty  hands,  I  would  yet 
agree  to  give  my  lady  20/.  for  a  horse  and  a 
saddle,  so  that  I  be  restored  to  my  place." 
One  other  passage  is  remarkable  for  the  inde- 
pendent and  somewhat  chivalrous  spirit  shown 
in  it.  He  tells  his  brother,  "  ye  may  largely 
say  on  my  behalf  for  such  service  as  I  should 


to  my  lord  and  lady  hereafter,  which  by  my 
troth,  I  think  to  do ;  nevertheless  to  say  that 
I  will  be  his  sworn  man,  I  wasneveryet  lord's 
sworn  man,  yet  have  I  done  good  service,  and 
not  left  any  at  his  most  need  for  fear ;  \>\. 
God  help  me,  I  think  my  lady  shall  have  my 
service  above  any  lady  earthly,  which  she 
should  well  have  known  had  I  been  in  such 
case  as  I  had  not  been  always  the  worse  wel- 
come for  that  one  of  my  errands  always  was 
understood  that  it  was  for  Caister,  whic'.i 
not  acceptable,  and  I  the  worse  welcome.'' 
He  also  informs  his  brother  that  u  I  am  con- 
cluded with  my  lord  for  you  that  ye  shall  he 
at  Calais  if  ye  list,  and  have  three  men  in 
wages  under  you;"  so  that  Sir  John  had  by 
this  time  become  an  influential  courtier  under 
the  subverter  of  his  former  sovereign.  This 
letter  is  dated  Sunday,  Nov.  22,  1472.] 


LETTER    CCCXXVIII.— (VII.  vol.  v.  p.  37.) 


[Tins  letter  is  only  curious  as  containing  a 
further  account  of  John  Paston's  hawk. 
Though  he  writes  to  his  brother  Sir  John  about 
it  with  surne  humour,  yet  his  vehemence  about 
it,  and  about  the  other  bird,  the  pie  or  mag- 
pie, approaches  very  near  to  anger.  He  begins 
his  letter  "  Right  worshipful  Sir,  I  recom- 
mend me  to  you,  thanking  you  most  heartily 
of  your  diligence  and  cost  which  ye  had  in 
getting  of  the  hawk  which  ye  sent  me,  for 
well  I  wot  that  your  labour  and  trouble  in 
that  matter  was  as  much  as  though  she  had 
been  the  best  of  the  world,  but  so  God  help 
me  as  far  forth  as  the  most  cunning  estragers1 
can  imagine,  she  shall  never  serve  but  to  lay 
eggs,  for  she  is  both  a  inner  de  have,  and  also 
she  hath  been  so  bruised  with  t-arna-e  of 
fowl  that  she  is  good  as  lame  in  both  lin- 
os any  man  may  see  at  eye;  wherefore  all 
such  folk  as  have  seen  her  advise  me  t 
her  into  some  wood,  whereas  I  will  have  her 
toeyer  [ ///«/«/ or  rat  In  r  it  I  will  do 

1  [Estragers  :.r«-  falroru-rs.     <), 
A  ir«iiUc  Aatringer '  u  one  of  the  characters  in  All's 


therein  as  ye  will,  whether  ye  will  I 
you  again,  or  cast  her  into  Thorp  Wood,  and  a 
tercel  with  her,  for  I  weet  where  one  is;  but 
now  I  dare  no  more  put  you  to  the  c 
hawk  ;  but  for  God's  sake,  and  ti , 
eel  or  good  cheap  goshawk  that  might  I 
that  the  bearer  hereof  may  have  her  to  bring 
me,  and  I  ensure  you  by  my  troth.  ; 
have  Dolly's  and  Brown's  bond 
Candlemas  the  price  of  the  hawk.     N 
ye  have  as  many  ladies  as  ye  were 
have,  I  require  you,  for  her  sake  that  ye  best 
l.;veof  them  all,  once  trouble  yui 
i    in  this  matter,  and  be  out  of  m\ 
He  then  presses  him  to  ur_ 

tells  him  of  havi: 
by  Sir  John  to  one  of  the  i 
chamber  women,  \\ho  "promised  t-.  I*  more 

rommandment  than   a! 
i;i    Kn-hnd.   my  lord's  ;• 
elude*  with  the  following  curii 

and  by 

God   it  is   not  woitl  '  is  f.ir   worse 

ih.ui   ye   wivm-il  :   by    Gml  it   were   - 
keep  'it   in  a  Mf«.       Dated    FnunliughaiD, 
Tuefda-.  i  172.] 


PASTON  LETTERS. 
LETTER    CCCXXIX.— (VIII.  vol.  v.  p.  41.) 


75 


[FROM  John  Paston  to 'Sir  J.  Pastou  is  very 
unimportant.  He  thanks  his  brother  for  a 
hat  which  he  understands  is  coming  "  by 
John,  the  Abbot  of  St.  Bennet's  man;"  and 
lie  says  "  my  mother  prays  you  to  get  a  new 
licence  of  my  Lord  of  Norwich  that  she  may 


have  the  sacrament  in  her  chapel :  I  got  a 
licence  of  him  for  a  year,  and  it  is  nigh  worn 
out ;  ye  may  get  it  for  the  bishop's  life,  an  ye 
will."  The  remainder  of  the  letter  contains 
nothing  but  advice  as  to  the  furthering  of 
the  suit  for  Caister.  Dated  Nov.  1472.] 


NUMBER    CCCXXX.— (IX.  vol.  v.  p.  45.) 


[Is  a  petition  from  John  Paston  the  younger 
on  behalf  of  his  brother  Sir  John,  to  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  for  the  restoration  of  Caister,  "  at 
the  reverence  of  God  arid  by  way  of  charity  ;" 
although  it  asserts  somewhat  gently  that  the 
Duke's  servants  had  taken  possession  of  the 
same  wrongfully,  "  and  have  taken  the  issues 


and  profits  in  the  name  of  your  said  highness 
by  the  space  of  three  years  and  more,  to  the 
great  hurt  of  my  said  brother  and  me  your 
said  servant  and  orator."  This  last  pas- 
sage fixes  the  date  about  the  end  of  1472, 
as  the  Duke  had  had  possession  from  Sep- 
tember, 1469.] 


LETTER   CCCXXXI.— (LI.  vol.  ii.  p.  121.) 

These  extracts  are  given  from  the  original  letter  chiefly  to  show  the  easy  and  familiar  style  used  by  Sir  John 
Paston,  in  his  humorous  address  to  his  brother,  when  telling  him  of  llabekin's  inquiries  after  "him. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  or  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Paston,  his  mo f her,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


WELL-BELOVED  brother,  (Here  follows  an  ac- 
count of  letters  sent  to  him  from  Calais — of 
farm  barley  in  Fleyg  hundred,  and  of  old  stuff 
at  Norwich,  $"£.) 

As  for  tidings  here  there  be  but  few,  save 
that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  my  lady  J  his 
wife  fareth  well ;  I  was  with  them  on  Thurs- 
day last  past  at  Ghent.  Peter  Metteney 
fareth  well  and  Mrs.  Gretkin  both,  and 
Rabekyn  recommend  her  to  you,  she  hath 
been  very  sick,  but  it  hath  done  her  good, 
for  she  is  fairer  and  slenderer  than  she  was ; 
and  she  could  make  me  no  cheer  but  alway 
my  sauce  was,  "How  fareth  Master  John 
your  brother  ?"  wherewith  I  was  wrath,  and 
spake  a  jealous  word  or  two,  disdaining  that 
she  should  care  so  much  for  you  when  I  was 
present. 

1  Charles  the  Bold,  and  Margaret,  sister  to  Edward 
IV. 


Send  me  word  to  Hoxon's  in  writing,  what 
good  the  bishop  did  for  me  at  Framlingham, 
and  how  my  lord,  my  lady,  and  all  the  court 
are  disposed  to  me  wards. 

I  hear  also  say  that  my  lady  and  yours, 
Dame  Margaret  Vere  2  is  dead,  God  have  her 
soul !  if  I  were  not  sorry  for  her  I  trow  ye 
have  been. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  Almighty 
God  have  you  in  keeping. 

Written  at  Calais,  the  3rd  day  of  February, 
in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 
Calais, 

Wednesday,  3rd  of  February, 
1473.     12  E.  IV. 


2  Daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Stafford,  and 
wife  to  Sir  George  Vere ;  their  son,  John  Vere,  was 
afterwards  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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LETTER    CCCXXXU.— (X.  vol.  v.  p.  47.) 
[JoiiN  PASTON  requests  his  brother  to  use  his       appointment,    savs    the     Hevdoi 

^..fl..A,  ~        A,.  ll._  -1  '  1  /»       1     •  •  '  -  .      7      -     -        .- 


influence  to  procure  the  discharge  of  his 
cousin  John  Hlennerhasset  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  collector  of  the  '•  task"  or  subsidy,  on 
the  ground  that  he  lias  not  a  foot  of  land 
within  the  shire.  Taxes  and  tax  collecting 
.-(cm  to  have  bet  n  us  irksome  then  as  now, 
and  the  collecting  probably  was  not  sweetened 
by  a  salary,  or  a  gentleman  would  not  have 
been  appointed  against  his  will.  He  wishes 
to  know,  if  possible,  who  had  caused  the 


peered,  and  "if  they  \\ere  the  causers  it  lieth 
in    my    cousin    Harsset's     [Hkt/tie/r, 
power  to  q:iyt  [requite]  them."     He  then  just 
mentions  the  committal  of  a  fortune-teller  or 
prophet  to  Norwich  jail;  and  concludes  thus:— 
4i  No  more,  but  I  pray  God  send  you  the  Holy 
Ghost  amongst  you  in  the  Parliament  Hon-e, 
and  rather  the  devil,  we  say,  than  y 
grant  any  more  tasks."     The  letter  is  dated 
Friday,  March  26,  1473.] 


LETTER    CCCXXXIII.— (LII.  vol.  ii.  p.  123.) 

lie  business  referred  to  in  tlio  be^innin-f  of  this  letter  is  not  mentioned  ;  what  is  said  of  I'-lenn. •: 
to  lie  meant  MS  ;i  pun  upon  Hie  name,  as  written  Bltmilrr  linn-  srt ;   or  jwrliaps  it  may  onl>  r«  ! 
a  sounding  name.      [The  business  is  clearly  the  release  of  l!lennerha»ct  from  t!; 
\Ve  think  Fenn's  explanation  of  starting  the  hare  very  unsatisfactory,  as  also  of  "  beware  that  IJ.  ; 
but  we.  have  no  better  to  oll'er:  unless  the  latter  may  be  Perse  y  or  Percy,  whose  name  has  already  00 
The  original  has  "  ware  that jd  perse."] 

To  his  dear  and  well-beloved  brother,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


WKI.I.-IU  i.ovr.D  brother  I  recommend  me  to 
yo'i  :  letting  you  w<ct  that,  at  the  request,  of 
Mrs.  Jane  Hassctt.  \BUraterh(U9ef\  and  you, 
]  have  laboured  both  the  knights  of  the  shire 
(.!'  Norfolk  and  the  knights  of  the  shire 
of  Suffolk  ;  I  understand  there  had  been 
made  labour  that  such  a  thing  should  have 
been  as  ye  wrote  to  me  of,  but  now  it  is 
safe. 

Jfalph  Blaunderhasset  were  a  name  to  start 
an  hare,  I  warrant  there  shall  come  no  such 
name  in  our  books  nor  in  our  house;  it  might 
per  case  start  twenty  hares  at  once.  lieware 
that  penny  purse.'  I  read  there  in  the  bill 
of  Norfolk  of  one  John  Tendall,  Ksijuire.  but 
I  snpp>se  it  be  not  meant  by  our  Tendall  ; 
and  if  it  be.  lie  shall  not  rest  there  if  I  may 
help  it. 

As  for  tidings,  the  worst  that    I    heard  was. 
that  my  mother  will   not   do  so  much  for  me 
|int  me  in  comfort  of. 

Other  tidings.  I  heard  say  lor  certain  that 
the  Lady  Fit/waiter  is  dead,  and  that  .M 
ri'/ualt'cr  shall   have    Km  marks  (:>ti(J/.  l.",v. 
!'/.  )  a  year  more  than  he  had:   I  am  not 
therefore. 


1  It  teems  1  >vetoiu  man, 

or  oft!:  uliich  I  kim^ 


As  for  the  world  I  wot  not  what  it  n 
men  say  here,  as  well  as  Hogan.-'  that  we  shall 
have  ado  in  haste;  J  know  no  likelihood,  but 
that  such  a  rumour  there  is.      M 
queen    with   the    prince   shall   come  out    of 
Wales,  and  keep  this   K;iMer  with  the  king 
"at  Leicester;  and  some  say  neither  of  them 
shall  come  there. 

Item,  of  beyond  the  sea,  it  is  said  that  the 
French  king's"  host  hath   killed   the  Karl   of 
Armagnac  and  all  his  merry  men:  some  say 
under  appointment,  and  son.e.  say  they 
besieged  and  gotten  by  plain  assault. 

Furthermore,  men  say  that  the  French  king 
is  with  iiis  host  upon  the  water  of  Som, 
sixty  miles  from  Calais;   I  leave  them  \ 
J  found  them. 

I   made  your  answer  t.' 
Jane   (iodm^ton    according  to   yon 
tions;  as  for  me,  I   am  not  certain  vniether  1 
shall   to   Calais.   I 
into  Norfolk,   but    I   shall    1. 
word,  &c. 

Written  the  2nd  d  l-'Jth  of 

Edward  IV. 
Friday 

"     i:i  i 
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LETTER    CCCXXXIV.— (XI.  vol.  v.  p.  51.) 


[CONTAINS  nothing  of  consequence.  Sir  J. 
Paston  tells  his  brother  that  "  every  man 
saith  we  shall  have  ado  ere  May  pass  :  Hogaii 
the  prophet  is  in  the  Tower,  he  would  fain 
speak  with  the  king,  but  the  king  saith  he 
shall  not  avaunt  (boast)  that  ever  he  spake 
with  him."  This  proves  that  the  public 
a  Hairs  were  somewhat  troubled,  and  that 
tumults  were  feared,  though  they  did  not 
take  place.  The  severe  rule  of  Edward  IV. 
and  the  known  dissensions  in  the  family  gave 
probable  cause  for  apprehension.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  is  on  his  private  affairs, 
and  he  appears  to  be  much  displeased  with 
his  mother  because  she  would  not  lend  him 
money,  and  expresses  himself  in  terms  of 


harshness  in  extreme  contrast  with  the  usual 
humility  of  children  to  their  parents  at  that 
period.  He  says,  "  My  mother  doth  me 
more  harm  than  [the]  good  I  weened  she 
would  have  done  for  me.  Playters  wrote  to 
me  that  she  would  have  laid  out  for  me  100/., 
and  received  it  again  in  five  years  off  the 
manor  of  Sporle,  whereto  I  trusted;  if  she 
had  performed  I  had  not  been  in  no  jeopardy 
of  the  manor  of  Sporle,  nevertheless  I  shall  do 
what  I  can  yet :  I  pray  you  call  upon  her  for 
the  same,  remember  her  of  that  promise." 
Also,  "  remember  her  of  my  father's  tomb  at 
Bromholm,  she  doth  right  nought :  I  am  afraid 
of  her  that  she  shall  not  do  well."  Dated 
London,  Monday,  April  12,  1473.] 


LETTER    CCCXXXV.— (LIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  127.) 

The  first  part  of  this  curious  letter  informs  us  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation ;  and  that  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, pretending  only  to  be  getting  his  party  together  to  oppose  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  was  supposed  to- 
be  meditating  some  treason  against  the  state.  These  royal  brothers  had  been  for  some  time  at  variance,  and 
most  probably  their  disputes  were  heightened  at  this  time,  by  the  late  marriage  of  the  latter  with  Anrie,  the. 
widow  of  Prince  Edward,  Henry  VI. 's  son,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  sister  to  the 
Duchess  of  Clarence,  whose  possessions  the  Duke  was  unwilling  to  divide  with  her  sister,  now  his  brother's 
wife. 

To  John  Paston.  Esq.,  at  Norwich.,  be  this  delivered. 


WORSHIPFUL  and  well-beloved  brother,  I 
commend  me  to  you ;  letting  you  weet  that 
the  world  seemeth  queasy  (unsettled)  here; 
for  the  most  part  that  be  about  the  king  have 
sent  hither  for  their  harness,  and  it  (is)  said 
for  certain  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence  maketh 
him  big  in  that  he  can,  showing  as  he  would 
but  (only)  deal  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucester ; 
but  the  king  intendeth,  in  eschewing  all  in- 
convenience, to  be  as  big  as  they  both,  and 
to  be  a  sti  flier  atween  them  ;  and  some  men 
think  that  under  this  there  should  be  some 
other  thing  intended,  and  some  treason  con- 
spired ;  so  what  shall  fall  can  I  not  say. 

Item,  it  is  said  that  yesterday  two  passagers 
(passage  boats)  of  Dover  were  taken ;  I  fear 
that  if  Juddy  had  no  hasty  passage,  so  that 
if  he  passed  not  on  Sunday  or  Monday,  that 
he  is  taken,  and  some  gear  of  mine  that  I 
would  not  for  20A 

1  hope  and  purpose  to  go  to  Calais  ward  on 


Sunday  or  Monday  or  nigh  by,  for  I  came 
not  accompanied  to  do  any  service  here ; 
wherefore  it  were  better  for  me  to  be  out  of 
sight. 

(Here follow  some  money  transactions  rela- 
tive to  a  Doctor  Pykenham,  his  mother.,  and 
others.) 

Item,  Spring,  that  waited  on  my  father  * 
when  he  was  in  Gaol  House,  whom  my  father 
at  his  dying  beset  (bequeathed)  40*.  he  cryeth 
ever  on  me  for  it,  and  in  way  of  alms,  and 
he  would  be  eased  though  it  were  but  xxy. 
or  x*.,  wherefore  he  hath  written  to  ray 
mother,  and  must  have  an  answer  again ;  I 
would  that  my  mother  send  him  as  though 
she  lend  him  somewhat,  and  he  will  be 
pleased,  and  (c»%)  else  he  can  say  as  shrewdly 
as  any  man  in  England. 


1  John  Paston,  Esq.  was  imprisoned  by  Edward 
IV.   n  HOG. 
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Item,  the  king  hath  sent  for  his  great  seal ; 
some  say  we  shall  have  anew  chancellor,1  but 
some  think  that  the  king  doth  ;is  he  did  at 
the  last  fields,  he  will  have  the  seal  with  him, 
but  this  day  Doctor  Morton,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,2  rideth  to  the  king  and  beareth  the 
sease  (seals)  with  him. 

Item,  I  had  never  more  need  of  money 
than  now,  wherefore  Fastolfs  live  marks 


(3/.  G.s.  &.'.),  and  the  money  of  Master  John 
Smythe,  would  make  me  whole,  &c. 

Written  on  St.  Leonards  day,  in  t 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I '.  . 

Item,  send  me  my  vestment,  acco; 
the  letter  I  sent  you  by  Symond  Dam,  in  all 
haste. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

Thursday,  15th  of  April, 
117.1     13  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCCXXXVL— (LIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  131.) 

The  historic  facts  mentioned  in  this  letter  contradict  \i\\c  dates  of  them  as  fiivt-n  by  our  historians,  and  place 
iu  the  year  1473  those  which  they  have  <jiven  as  happening  in  the  year  preceil:. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  in  Norfolk. 


WORSHIPFUL  and  right  heartily-beloved 
brother,  I  recommend  me  'unto  you ;  letting 
you  weet  that  on  Wednesday  last  past  I 
wrote  you  a  letter,  whereof  John  Carbalde 
had  the  bearing,  promitting  (promising}  me 
that  ye  should  have  it  at  Norwich  this  day,  or 
else  to-morrow  in  the  morning:  wherein  I 
pray  you  to  take  a  labour  according  after  the 
tenure  of  the  same,  and  that  I  may  have  an 
answer  at  London  to  Hoxon,  if  any  messenger 
come,  as  e'en  I  may  do  for  you. 

As  for  tidings,  there  was  a  truce  taken  at 
JJrussels  about  the  26th  day  of  March  last 
i !  ween  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
French  king's  ambassadors,  and  Mr.  William 
atClyfl'for  the  king  here;  which  is  a  peace 
by  land  and  water  till  the  first  day  of  April3 
now  next  coming  between  France  and  Kn_r- 
land,  and  also  the  duke's  land;  God  hold  it 
for  ever  and  (if)  grace  be ! 

Item,  the  Earl  of  Oxford4  was  on  Saturday 
at  Dieppe,  and  is  purposed  into  Scotland  with 
a  tv.elve  ships;  I  mistrust  that  work. 

l  Robert  Stillin-,'ton,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
vas  the  then  chancellor. 

Morton    was  n  man  of  trreat  le.irnins  ami 
loyalty  :    he   was   elected    Bishop   of     lily    in 
and   in  the  -ame  year  appointed  Lord  Chan- 
cellor;— in   MM  he  was  advanced  to  tin-  archiepis- 
eopal  see  of  Canterbury,  and  died  in    l.Vio. 
ton's  "  strict  loyalty"  is  more  than  doubtful.     He  iiad 

•    Lancastrian,  he  \\.as  tt.>\\  a  Voi 

spired  against  Richard  111.  in  favo-ir  of  Henry  \  II  . 
for  which  he  was  deprived  «  f  his  bishopric,  ai 

>  whom 
i  '•  Mili.lanT.j 


Item,  there  be  in  London  many  flying 
saying  that  there  should  be  a  work  UK 
they  wot  not  how. 

Item,  my  Lord  Chamberlain' 
at  this  time  to  Calais  the  young  Lord  Zouch6 
and  Sir  Thomas  Hungerford's  daughter  and 
heir,7  and  some  say  the  youn^  Lady  Harring- 
ton, these  l>e  three  great  jewels  ;  Calais  is  a 
merry  town,  they  shall  dwell  there  I  wot  not 
whylghe  (how  long). 

No  more,  but  I  have  been  and  am  troubled 
with  mine  over  large  and  coin  (t mis  dealing 
with   my   servants,  and   now  with  their   un- 
kindness  ;  Platting,  your  man,  would  tlr- 
bid  me  farewell,  to  to-morrow  at   Dover,   not- 
withstanding Thryston,  your    o\\.- 
from  me,  and  John  Myryel,  and  W.  \\ 
which    promised    you    and    Daubeney.    (io«l 
have  his  soul,  at  Caister.   that    if  ye    would 
take  him  in  i  with   me  that  then  lie 

would  never  go   from  me;  and  thereupon   I 
have  kept  him  this  three  years  to  play    - 

3  From  215th  of  March.  1 

*  Our  hi-;  :dw&« 

taken  in  M.  Michael's  .Mount,   in  '( 'ornwall.  in 
and  thence  conveyed  to   the  ca>tle(,f  I! 

Calais,     \\h--: 

:    this  c  mid  n.  t   In-   as  he   u 
:iii:  an  exj.editiouinto  Sf.>!l:ind. 

5  William  Lord  II.i-' 

6  John  Ix>ril  /KI,.  :  he  wa*  at- 
tainted in  thelir-t  \ear.if  II i-ii r\ 

;   Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Hun- 

•:i.irrifd    Kdvtnrd.  son    and 

heir  to  \\'illi.Tin  Lord  Ili^tiiiu's,   \»lio    in  herriyht  !»•- 
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George,  and  Robin  Hood,  and  the  sheriff'  of 
Nottingham,1  and  now  when  I  would  have 
good  horse,  he  is  gone  into  Bernysdale,  and  I 
without  a  keeper. 

Written  at,  Canterbury,  to  Calais  ward  on 
Tuesday,  and  (if)  hap  be  upon  Good  Friday, 
the  16th  day  of  April,  in  the  13th  year  of 
Edward  IV.*  Your 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

Item,  the  most  part  of  the  soldiers  that 
went  over  with  Sir  Robert  Green  have  leave, 


I  and  be  coming  home ;  the  highway  full,  my 
j  carriage  was  behind  me  two  hours  longer  than 
J  I  looked  after,  but.  I  wis  I  wend  that  I  might 

have  eaten  my  part  on  Good  Friday,  all  my 

garees  (finery)  and  pride  had  been  gone,  but 

all  was  safe.3 

I  pray  you  if  W.  Mylsent  go  from  you  that 

he  might  come  to  me  to  Calais,  I  will  have 

him. 

Canterbury,  Good  Friday,  16th  of  April, 
1473.  13'E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCCXXXVII.— (LV.  vol.  ii.  p.  137.) 

This  letter  shows  us  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation,  and  the  apprehensions  of  the  king  concerning  the  coming 
of  the  Earl  of  Oxford. — The  man's  confession  seems  to  be  founded  on  good  authority,  as  the  earl  arrived  in 
England  soon  after. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  in  Norwich. 


RIGHT  worshipful  brother,  I  recommend  me 
to  you,  &c.  (  Then  follow  some  orders  concern- 
ing servants,  debts,  securities,  8fc.} 

As  for  tidings,  the  Earl  of  Wiltshire4  and 
the  Lord  Sudley5  be  dead,  and  it  was  said, 
that  Sir  W.  Stanley  was  dead,  but  now  it  is 
said  nay,  &c. , 

Item,  as  for  your  going  to  Saint  James's,  I 
believe6  it  but  atween  two,  &c. 

I  heard  say  that  a  man  was  this  day  ex- 
amined, and  he  confessed  that  he  knew  great 
treasure  was  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
whereof  a  1000/.  should  be  conveyed  by  a 
monk  of  Westminster,  and  some  say  by  a 
monk  of  Charterhouse. 


1  Meaning,  I  presume,  either  that  he  had  kindly 
kept  him  when  he  did  not  want  him  ;  and  now  that 
he  did  want  him  that  he  had  left  him  ;  or  that  he  had 
kept  him  to  be  an  actor  in  such  interludes.  [There 
appears  to  us  to  be  no  difficulty  in  the  meaning.  On 
his  "  promise  never  to  go  from  me,"  he  says  he 
had  kept  W.  Woode  there  three  years  to  play  St. 
George,  &c.,  i.e.  merely  employed  him  in  amusements, 
and  now  when  he  wanted  good  horsemen,  he  had  left 
him.] 

'2  This  is  the  first  letter  so  fully  dated,  by  which 
the  exact  time  of  King  Edward's  reign  can  be  precisely 
ascertained.  By  the  tables  to  find  Easter,  it  appears 
that  in  1473,  the  prime  being  11,  and  the  Dominical 
letter  C,  Easter  Sunday  was  on  the  18th  of  April. 


Item,  that  the  same  man  should  accuse  an 
hundred  gentlemen  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
that  have  agreed  to  assist  the  said  earl  at  his 
coming  thither,  which,  as  it  is  said,  should  be 
within  eight  days  after  St.  Dunstan,7  if  wind 
and  weather  serve  him;  flying  tales. 

No  more  at  this  time,  but  God  have  you  in 
keeping.  Written  at  London  on  St.  Dun- 
stan's  day,  the  18th  day  of  May,  in  the  13th 
year  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 
London, 
St.  Dunstan's  day, 

Tuesday,  18th  "of  May,  1473. 
13E.IV. 

Edward  the  IVth's  reign  began  the  4th  of  March. 
The  16th  of  April,  1473,  was  therefore  the  13th  of 
Edward  IV.,  and  consequently  he  began  his  reign  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1460.— N.B".  The  date  of  the  new- 
year  commenced  on  the  25th  of  March. 

3  The  sense  of  this  latter  part  is  not  clear  ;  perhaps 
he  meant  to  say  that  he  was  so  sure  that  his  finery 
was  lost,  that  he  might  have  ventured  to  promise   to 
eat  his  part  of  it  on  Good  Friday  without  breaking 
his  fast. 

4  John  Stafford  was  created  Earl  of  Wiltshire  in 
1470.    He  was    brother  to    Henry  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham. 

s     Butler  Lord  Sudley. 

6  Tliis  seems  to  signify,  I  do  not  believe  it. 

7  In   the  next  letter  he  is  said  to  have  landed   in 
Essex  on  the  28th  of  Mav. 
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LETTER  CCCXXXVIII.— (LVI.  vol.  ii.  p.  139.) 

The  former  part  of  this  le  tier  is  oflittlc  consequence,  except  to  show  us  the  atU-ml  .   for    a  person 

of  Sir  John  P.iston's  rank  ;  the  latter  hints  to  us  the  unsettled  state  of  the  government;  and  that  the  k:nu 
and  the  Duke  of  C.'lurenee  were  not  on  amicable  terms. 

To  John  Paston.  Esq.,  be  this  delivered. 


RIGHT  worshipful  brother,  I  recommend  me 
to  you;  letting  you  weet  that  this  day  I  was 
in  very  purpose  to  Calais  ward  all  ready  to 
have  gone  to  the  barge  ;  save  I  tarried  for  a 
young  man  that  I  thought  to  have  had  with  me 
thither,  one  that  was  with  Rows  which  is  in  the 
country ;  and  because  I  could  not  get  him, 
and  that  I  have  no  more  here  with  me  but 
Pampyng,  Edward,  and  Jack,  therefore  Pam- 
pyng  remembered  me  that  at  Calais  he  told 
me  that  he  purposed  to  be  with  the  Duchess 
of  Norfolk,  my  lady  and  yours  ;  and  Edward 
is  sick  and  seemeth  not  abiding,  he  would  see 
what  shall  fall  of  this  world,  and  so  I  am  as  he 
that  saith  ;  "come  hither,  John,  my  man;" 
and  as  hap  was  yesterday  Juddy  went  afore  to 
Calais  ward,  wherefore  I  am  now  ill  pur- 
veyed ;  which  for  aught  that  I  know  yet  is  like 
to  keep  me  hero  this  Whitsuntide.1  wherefore  if 
ye  know  any  likely  men,  and  fair  conditioned, 
and  good  archers,  send  them  to  me  though  it 
ir.  and  I  will  have  them,  anil  they  shall 
have  lour  marks  (2/.  13*.  id.)  by  the  year 
and  my  livery. 

He  may  come  to  me  hither  to  the  Goat,  or 

yet  (else^)  to  Calais  with  a  rial.'  if  he  be  wise, 

which  if  need  be  I  would   that    Barker  took 

.  ;  him  to  come  up  with,  if  it  be  such  one 

as  ye  ' 

Item,    I   suppose  both   Pytte    and   Kutliyo 

Plattyng  shall  go   from  me   in   haste:    I  will 

•Mi   knaves  so  as  I    have  done   for 

\v  vestment  of 

wh'.'« 

:;•    at     Norwich,   for    lie    >:i;ill 

I  will  make  an   .... 

doublet     c,f     it.    though      I    should     another 

lor   another 
•   in  all   haste   to    ! 


,  fith  of  Juno,  H73. 


I  hoped  to  have  been  very  merry  at  Calais 
this  Whitsuntide,  and  am  well  apparelled  and 
appointed  save  that  these  folks  fail  m-  so.  and 
I   have  matter  there  to  make  of  ri 
lent.      Some  man  would  have  hasted  him  to 
Calais,  though  he  had  had  no  better  errand. 
and  some  men  think   it  wisdom  and  pro; 
be  thriv  now  well  out  of  the  u 

Item,  as  for  the  bishop3  and  I.  we  1 
to  a  point  than  we   were,  so   th.it   my  part  is 
now   all     the     lands   in     Flegg    v. 
manor  of  Heylesdon.Tolthorj  ••lent* 

in  Norwich  and  Karlha 
but  farewell    Drayton,  the  devil   do  it    I 
(f/o  them  good  of  it). 

Item,  large  and  fair  communication  hath 
been  between  Sir  John  Fagge  and  Hi. 
Hawte  for  their  sister  and  n 
Wyntborne  and  elsewhere,  so  that.   I   am  in 
I  letter  hope  than  I  was  by  St.  Lawrence4  that 
I  shall  have  a  deliverance. 

Item,  as   for  tidings  here,  I  :• 
heard  your  part,  how  that  th 
landed  by  St.  Osyth's  in  Essex,  ti. 
of  May.  save  he  tarried   not  long;     for 
had  the  Earl  of  Essex1"1  rode  to  him  wards,  and 
the  Lords  Denham   and   J)u 
/;///•<;/'"/•/).  and   other  more,  which   by  likeli- 
hood should  have  distressed  him  ; 
coming   saved    Hoirm  his  head,  and    his  pro- 
phecy is  the  me: 

this  trouble  should  begin  in  Ma;, 
the  king  should  northwards. and  th. 
should  make  us  work  and  him  l»a" 

Men  look  after  they  wot  not  v. 
buy  i 

the  Duke  i  ! 
the  Lord  I; 
purvey  in  like  wise. 


3  Jan-, 
<  Int'. 

treasurer. 
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Item,  how  that  the  Countess  of  Warwick : 
is  now  out  of  Beverley  sanctuary,  and  Sir 
James  Tyrell  conveyeth  her  northwards  men 
say  by  the  king's  assent,  whereto  some  men 
say  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence  is  not  agreed. 

Item,  men  say  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  is 
about  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  hovering,  some  say 
with  great  company,  and  some  say  with  few. 


No  more,  but  God  keep  you.  Written  at 
London  the  3rd  day  of  June,  in  the  13th  year 
of  Edward  IV. 


JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 


London, 

Thursday,  3rd  of  June, 
1473.  "13E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXXXIX.— (LVII.  vol.  ii.  p.  147.) 

Though  this  letter  from  Sir  John  Paston  contains  nothing  very  material,  it  informs  us  of  an  engagement  at 
sea  between  some  ships  of  this  country,  and  those  of  the  Easterlings  or  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of 
Germany.  It  likewise  acquaints  us  with  some  private  anecdotes  of  Sir  John  Paston  as  a  man  of 
gallantry. 

To  Edmund  Paston,  Esq.,  at  Calais,  be  this  delivered. 

Item,  I  send  a  little  pretty  box  herewith, 
which  I  would  that  Juddy  should  deliver  to 
the  woman  that  he  weeteth  of,  and  pray  her 
to  take  it  to  the  man  that  she  weeteth  of;  that 
is  to  say  as  much  as  ye  know  all  well  enough, 
but  ye  may  not  make  you  wise  in  no  wise. 
(  You  must  by  no  means  seem  to  know  any thing 
of  the  business  in  hand.) 

Item,  I  pray  you  send  me  word  as  ye  were 
wont  to  do  of  her  welfare;  and  whether  I 
were  out  and  other  in  or  not ;  and  whether 
she  shall  forsake  Calais  as  soon  as  ye  sent  me 
word  of  or  not. 

By  God  I  would  be  with  you  as  fain  as 
yourself,  and  shall  be  in  haste,  with  God's 
grace. 

Item,  as  for  my  brother  John,  I  hope  within 
this  month  to  see  him  in  Calais ;  for  by 
likelihood  to-morrow,  or  else  the  next  day, 
he  taketh  ship  at  Yarmouth,  and  goeth  to 
St.  James4  ward;  and  he  hath  written  to 
me  that  he  will  come  homeward  by  Calais. 

Item,  I  suppose  that  James  Songer  shall 
come  with  me  to  Calais  the  rather  for  your 
sake. 

Item,  Mistress  Elizabeth  fareth  well,  but 
as  yet  Songer  knoweth  not  so  perfectly  all 
that  ye  would  weet,  that  he  will  not  write  to 
you  of  these  two  days,  till  he  know  more : 
but  if  she  had  been  bold,  and  durst  have 

4  On  a  pilgrimage,  I  suppose,  to  St.  James  of 
Compostella,  in  the  province  of  Gallicia,  in  Spain. 
[Not  very  likely,  we  think.  He  could  scarcely  have 
made  this  ionrney,  and  been  at  Calais  "  within  thia 
month,"  it  being  then  the  5th.] 

G 


BROTHER  EDMUND,  I  greet  you  well ;  letting 
you  weet  that  about  this  day  sev'nnight  I  sent 
you  a  letter  by  Nicholas  Bardesley,  a  soldier, 
which  is  wont  to  be  at  border52  (query,  brother) 
Perauntys;  and  also  an  hosecloth3  of  black 
for  you  ;  I  wend  that  ye  should  have  had  it 
within  two  days,  but  I  am  afraid  that  he 
deceived  me. 

Item,  I  let  you  weet  that  Plattyng  is 
coming  hither,  and  he  saith  that  ye  gave  him 
leave  to  fetch  his  gear  and  Py  tt's ;  and  that  is 
his  errand  hither  and  none  other,  nor  he  thought 
never  to  go  from  me,  nor  he  will  not  go  from 
me,  as  he  saith ;  wherefore  I  pray  you  send 
me  word  of  his  conditions,  and  why  ye  think 
that  he  should  never  do  me  worship. 

He  saith  also,  that  he  and  Pytt  were  at  the 
taking  of  the  Esterlings,  and  that  he  was  in 
the  Packer,  and  Pytt  in  the  Cristopher;  I 
pray  you  send  me  word  how  both  he  and 
Pytt  quit  them  by  the  report  of  some  indif- 
ferent true  man  that  was  there  ;  if  they  quit 
(acquitted)  them  well  I  would  love  them  the 
better  ;  wherefore  the  next  day  after  the  sight 
of  this  letter  I  pray  you  write  again,  and  send 
it  by  the  next  passage. 

1  Anne,  widow  of  Richard  Nevile,  the  great  Earl 
of  Warwick,  sister  and  heir  to  Henry  Beauchamp, 
Duke  of  Warwick,  and  mother  of  Isabel,  the  wife  of 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence. 

2  May  not  this  sentt-ncc  be  thus  read  ?  Is  wont  to 
be  at  border  paravant  this,  i.  e.  is   accustomed   to 
reach  the   border,   march  or  edge,   of  Calais   much 
sooner,— before  this,— before    so    much    time    was 
elapsed. 

3  Cloth  for  hosen. 
VOL.  II. 
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abiden  still  at  her  gate,  and  spoken  with  me, 
so  God  help  me,  she  had  had  this  same  (box) 
that  I  send  now  whore  ye  wot  of,  which  ye 
shall  see  worn  hereafter;  it  is  a  pretty  ribbon 
with  pretty  aglets1  and  goodly. 

Make  you  not  wise  to  Juddy,  neither  not 
[note]  that  ye  would  wecf  anything,  for  I-  may 
'o  you  at  his  coming  over  he  brought 
goodly  gear  reasonably. 

Item,  as  for  my  bill2  that  is  gilt,  I  would 
it  were  taken  heed  to;  there  is  one  in  the 
town  that  can  glaze  (polish)  well  enough  as 
I  heard  say  ;  also  there  is  one  cometh  every 


market  day  from  St.  Omer's  to  Calais,  and 
he  briii^ctli  daggers  and  fetrhefh  also,  he 
may  have  it  with  him,  and  bring  it  again  the 
next  market  day,  for  12rf.  or  1(W.  al 
and  (or)  else  let  it  be  well  oiled  and  kept  till 
I  come. 

No  more.     Written  at  London  the  5th  day 
of  July,  in  the  13th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 
London, 

Monday,  5th  of  July, 
1173'.     13  E.  IV." 


LETTER    CCCXL.— (LVIII.  Vol.  ii.  p.  153.) 

This'and  the  Letter  cocxciv.  are  perhaps  the  only  letters  extant  of  this  nobleman,  who,  thonjrh  he  disliked 
King  Edward's  Qaeen,  WM  ft  trne  MM  loyal  subject  to  the  kin;;;    and  continued   faithful    • 
Prince  Edward  V.,  for  which  he  lost  his  head  in  1483.  If  \ve  may  judye  from  Hi- 
he  was  a  polite  gentleman  and  a  kind  master.     His  remembering  "  his  fellow 
when  his  noble  rank  placed  him  so  high  above  the  plebeians,  characterises  him  as  a  commander  al 
to  the  concerns  of  those  under  him. 

To  my  right  Iieartily-beloved  friends  and  fellows,  Sir  John  of  Middleton,  and  Sir  John  Past  on, 

Knights. 


AFTER  hearty  recommendation,  I  thank  you 
of  the  good  attendance  that  ye  gave  unto  the 
king's  counsel  at  Calais ;  and  the  good  and 
effectual  devoirs  that  ye  put  you  in  to  assist 
my  deputy  Sir  John  Scot,  in  all  such  things 
as  might  concern  the  safeguard  of  tny  charge 
there.  Letting  you  wcet  that,  if  there  be 
anything  that  I  can  and  may  do  for  you,  I 
shall  with  right  good  will  perform  it  to  my 
power.  And  I  pray  you  to  recommend  me 
to  my  Lady  Howard,3  my  Lady  Bourgclrier,4 
and  all  other  ladies  and  gi-ntlewomen  of  the 
said  town.  And  in  likewise  to  the  mayor, 
lieutenant,  and  iVlhm-.-ship  of  the  staple  ;  my 

1  Pendent  ornaments  of  metal,  like  tags  or  p 
-Sec. 

*  A  warlike  instrument  of  offence. 
3  Mariraret.    wife    of    Sir    John     Howard.    Lord 
How.c  '.Like  of  Norfolk.     SI 

<ir  John  Chedwoith,  knight,  and  died 
\  II. 

•  :y  llonrehifr  was  probably  the  wife  of  a  son 
lohn  Bourchier,  Lord  lk-r;. 


fellows  the  soldiers,  arid  all  other  such  as  (to) 
you  shall  seem  good.     And  our  Lord 
you  your  desires.     Written   at  Nottingham, 
the  16th  day  of  September. 

Sir  John  Paston5  I  pray  you  to  y\\> 
dence  to  such  things  as  my  deputy  shall 
you  from  me.  and  conform  you  to  the  sa- 

Your  fellow,  Ii 


Nottingham. 

irth  ot  September, 


*  Tins  last  para-r 

himself,    the 

tember,"  by  IUSSCCK 
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LETTER    CCCXLI.— (XII.  vol.  v.  p.  55.) 


[Tins  letter,  from  Sir  John  Paston  to  his 
brother  John,  touches  on  many  curious 
matters  illustrative  of  the  period.  He  com- 
mences by  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  him  of  the  6th  of  October,  "  letting 
me  weet  of  the  decease  of  Sir  James  (GUott), 
and  that  my  mother  is  in  purpose  to  be  at 
Norwich,  and  I  am  right  glad  that  she  will 
now  do  somewhat  by  your  advice,  wherefore, 
beware  from  henceforth  that  no  such  fellow 
creep  in  between  her  and  you."  He  goes  on, 
"  ye  send  me  word  also  that  she  in  no  wise 
will  purvey  the  100/.  for  the  redeeming  of 
Sporle ;  let  it  go :  as  touching  that  matter, 
John  Osbern  told  me  that  he  communed  with 
you  at  Sporle  of  that  matter;  further,  he 
devised  that  Cocket,  or  such  another  man, 
should,  to  have  it  the  better  cheap,  lay  out 
the  value  of  six  year  for  to  have  it  seven  year, 
whereto  I  would  agree ;  and  for  God's  sake, 
if  that  may  be  brought  about,  let  it  be  done : 
as  ye  wot  of,  it  is  let  for  22/.  a  year,  yet  the 
fanner  grant  but  21/.;  but  to  Cocket  it  would 
be  worth  25/.,  yea,  and  better  ;  nevertheless 
if  Cocket  will  deliver  six  score  pounds,  I 
would  he '  had  it  for  seven  years,  with  this, 
that  my  mother  be  agreeable  to  the  same, 
because  of  the  interest  that  she  hath  for  my 
brother  William,  which  shall  riot  be  of  age 
this  seven  year ;  nevertheless,  as  ye  know  my 
old  intent,  I  purpose  to  purvey  for  him  in 
another  place  better  than  there;  of  which 
grant  of  my  mother  I  pray  you  be  my 
solicitor,  in  which,  an  it  be  brought  about, 
Sporle  shall  be  in  as  good  case  as  ever  it  was. 
John  Osbern  willed  me  to  make  you  a  suf- 
ficient warrant  to  sell  and  fell  wood  at  Sporle, 
which  I  remember  ye  have  in  as  ample  form 
as  may  be  ;  nevertheless,  if  this  mean  above 


written,  of  letting  to  farm,  may  be  had,  it 
shall  I  hope  not  need  to  sell  or  fell  much ; 
but  I  remit  that  gear  to  your  discretion :  but 
if  ye  have  such  comfort  I  pray  you  send  me 
word.  I  may  say  to  you  John  Osbern 
flattered  me,  for  he  would  have  borrowed 
money  of  me.  Item,  in  retailing  of  wood 
there  it  were  hard  to  trust  him;  he  is  needy. 
If  Cocket,  or  whosoever  had  that  manor  to 
farm  for  seven  year,  arid  paid  therefor  but  six 
score  pounds,  he  should,  to  let  it  again,  win 
36/.,  which  be  much  ;  wherefore,  if  it  might 
be,  it  were  more  reasonable  six  score  and 
seven  pounds  were  received,  and  yet  is  there 
lost  29/. ;  or  else,  if  ye  take  less  money  and 
fewer  years,  so  it  be  after  the  rate,  so  that 
there  be  paid  100/.  at  the  least,  send  word." 
This  is  curious,  as  showing  the  nature  of 
letting  farms,  and  also  would  go  to  show  a 
much  lower  rate  of  interest  than  was  generally 
in  use  at  that  time,  for  36/.  as  the  interest  of 
120/.  for  seven  years  is  but  small,  considering 
the  risk  of  the  tenant's  rent,  &c.  £c.  The- 
mysterious  affair  with  Mrs.  Ann  Hawte  is- 
again  alluded  to :  "I  have  answer  again 
from  Rome  that  there  is  the  well  of  grace,  and 
salve  sufficient  for  such  a  sore,  and  that  I  may 
be  dispensed  with  :  nevertheless,  my  proctor 
there  asketh  a  thousand  ducats  as  he  deemeth ;" 
but  he  adds,  "  another  Rome-runner  here  " 
has  told  him  he  means  but  a  hundred  ducats, 
or  two  hundred  at  the  most.  The  rest  of  the 
letter  contains  unimportant  directions  as  to 
his  clothes  and  other  matters,  except  that  he 
says,  "  as  for  other  tidings  I  trust  to  God  that 
the  two  Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Gloucester 
shall  be  set  at  one  by  the  award  of  the  king.'' v 
Dated  London,  Monday,  Nov.  22,  1473.] 


LETTER    CCCXLII. 

[Tms  letter  contains  chiefly  instructions  from 
Sir  John  Paston  to  his  brother  John  and  his 
mother,  as  to  empowering  him,  Sir  John,  to 
administer  to  his  father's  will.  His  father 
died  in  1466,  and  it  appears  a  long  time  to 
elapse  without  this  having  been  done,  but  the 


—(XIII.  vol.  v.  p.  63.) 

date  of  the  letter  is  fixed  (London,  Thursday-; 
Nov.  25,  1473)  by  its  reference  to  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  being  besieged  in  St.  Michael's 
Mount  in  Cornwall,  which  happened  in  1473, 
where  he  was  captured,  and  afterwards  im- 
prisoned for  several  years  in  the  castle  of 
u  2 
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Hammes  near  Calais,  from  whence  lie  escaped, 
and  accompanied  Henry  All.  in  !i  is  successful 
attempt  on  England,  dying  in  Iol2;  and  to 
his  anticipated  immediate  poMettion  of  Cais- 

ter.  With  reference  to  this  place  he  says, 
••Miid  me  word  if  I  have  Carter  attain, 
whether  she  (his  mother;  will  dwell  there  or 
md  I  will  find  her  a  priest  towards  at 
my  charge,  and  give  her  the  dove-house  and 
other  commodities  there;  and  if  any  horse- 


keeper  of  mine  lie  there,  I  will  pay  for  his 
hoard  also,  as  well  as  for  th«  I: em. 

if  my  mother  should  have  a  new  priest,  I  think 
that  my  brother  Sir  J.  (ion-  were  a  meetly 
man  to  be  there;  he  would  also  do  as  ye 
would  have  him."  This  is  very  cu: 
advice  for  his  own  good,  and  the  advantages 
he  offers  to  his  mother  of  the  dove-house  and 
other  commodities  must  have  been  then 
thought  very  seductive.] 


LETTER    CCCXLIII.— (LIX.— (vol.  ii.  p.  l.V>.) 

[In   Hit-    previous  letter  we   have  a    notice  of  John  «lc  Vere,  Karl  of    Oxford,  who  is  hen'  a:r;iin   ; 
lar  y  mentioned.    We  may  add,  however,  that,  as  it  is  here  said,  all  his  estates  wore  conflict 
red  soon  utter  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.] 


RIGHT  honourable  and  most 
mother,  I  recommend  me  to 
ing  you  to  have,  as  my  trust  is  that  I  have, 
your  daily  blessing;  and  thank  you  of  your 
good,  motherhood,  kindness,  cheer,  charge, 
and  costs,  which  I  had  and  put  you  to  at  my 
last  being  with  you,  which  God  give  me 
grace  hereafter  to  deserve  ! 

Please  it  yon  to  weet,  that  I  think  long 
that  I  hear  not  from  you.  or  from  Peacock 
\aiit.  for  the  knowledge  how  he  hath 
done  in  the  sale  of  my  farm  barley,  nor  what 
is  made  thereof ;  wherefore  I  beseech  you.  if 
if  be  not  answered  by  that,  time  that  this  bill 
comefhto  you,  to  haste  him  and  it  hitherward  : 
for  if  that  had  not  tarried  me  I  deem  1  had 
been  at  Calais  by  this  day  ;  for  it  is  so,  as  men 
say,  that  the  French  king  with  a  great  host  is 
at  Amiens,  but  threescore  miles  from  Calais; 
and  if  he  or  his  rode  before  Calais,  anil  I  not 
!  would  be  sorry. 

Item,  men  say  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
hath  been  constrained  to  sue  for  his  pardon 
<  ;,ly  of  his  life:  and  his  body,  goo«: 


Mrs.  Margaret  Paston,  at  Norwich. 

tender    good 
you,  beseech- 


with  all  theremanent,  at  the  king's  will,  and 
so  should  in  all  haste  now    come  i:i 
king;  and  some  men  say  that   he  is  g 
of  the  Mount,  men  wot  not  to  whatpl.iee.  and 
yet  left  a  great  garrison  there,  well  furnished 
in  victual  and  all  other  thing. 

Item,  as  for  the   havin-  I  'aister,  I 

trust  to  have  good  tidings  thereof  hastily. 
•    Item,   my    brother  John  fareth    well,   and 
hath    done    right    diligently    in 
Kli/aheth  Heniey's   matter,  whereof   i 
trust   he   shall    send    her  tidin 
please  her:  and  as  to-morrow  h«-   purposeth 
to  take  his  journey  to  Wales  ward  to  the  Lord 

No  more  at  this  time,  but  Jesu  ha\  e 
his  kci 

Written  at    London  the  20th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  l.'Itli  year  of  Kdw.ird  IV. 
Your  son, 

J.  I1 

London, 

Sunday.  limit  ofl-Vhruary. 
1473.     l :;]•:.  IV. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    CCCXLIV.— (L\.  vol.  ii.  p. 

Uo  ha-  ..-roiintof  the  int.'i...  ...1474; 

th.-  n:.-li\e  of   wlii, 

\uK-i.'  ^  are  here  info] 
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that  the  county  of  Norfolk  had  been  highly  spoken  of  to  the  king,  not  only  for  the  riches  and  hospitality  of 
its  inhabitants",  but  for  the  beauty  and  agreeable  behaviour  of  its  women;  a  reason  sufficient  for  so  long  .1 
stay  amongst  them,  as  seemed  intended  to  be  made,  by  an  amorous  and  handsome  monarch. 

To  his  broths/'  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  letter  delivered. 


SIR,  I  recommend  me  unto  you,  letting  you 
weet  that,  (Here  follows  some  account  relative 
to  a  grant  from  the  crown,  $"C.) 

As  for  my  lord  treasurer1  he  was  not  with 
the  king  of  all  the  council  time,'2  the  which 
was  ended  on  the  3d  day  of  March.  And 
thither  came  my  Lord  of  Northumberland,3 
the  first  day  of  March,  and  departed  the  even 
afore  the  making  of  this  letter ;  and  hath  in- 
dented with  the  king  for  the  keeping  out  of 
the  Scots,  and  warring  on  them  ;  and  shall 
have  large  money,  I  cannot  tell  the  sum  for 
certain. 

Also  there  is  a  rover  taken  at  Bristol,  one 
Cowper,  as  I  ween,  and  he  is  like  to  be  hanged, 
and  he  confesseth  more  of  his  fellows.  Also 
Edward  Heestowe  of  Dover  is  appeached  of 
treason  of  many  strange  points ;  and  his  ac- 
cuser and  he  were  both  afore  the  king,  and 
then  they  were  taken  apart;  and  he  himself 
confessed  it  that  his  accuser  accused  him  of, 
and  many  other  things  more  than  he  was 
accused  of.  And  he  had  many  lords  and 
gentlemen  to  answer  for  his  truth  and  his 
demeaning  afore  time,  for  as  I  heard  say, 
both  the  king  in  a  manner,  nor  none  of  the 
other  lords  nor  gentlemen,  believed  not  his 
accuser  till  that  he  confessed  it  himself,  and 
so  he  is  in  the  Tower,  and  like  to  be  dead.4 

As  for  the  king's  coming  into  the  country ; 
on  Monday  come  fortnight  he  will  lie  at  the 
abbey  of  Stratford,  and  so  to  Chelmsford ; 
then  to  Sir  Thomas  Montgomery's ;  then  to 
Heveningham;  then  to  Colchester;  then  to 
Ipswich  ;  then  to  Bury ;  then  to  Dame  Anne 
Wingfield's,  and  so  to  Norwich;  and  there 


1  William  Grey,  Bishop  of  Ely. 
8  The  sitting  of  parliament. 

3  Henry   Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland;    this 
contract  was  entered  into  by  him  most  probably  as 
Warden  of  the  Marches ;  a  place  of  trust,  honour, 
and  profit.    This  nobleman  was  cruelly  murdered  by 
a  mob,  in  Yorkshire,  when  he  was  there  levying  a 
public  tax  in  14  89. 

4  This  expression  seems  to  insinuate  that  he  would 
l)ft  executed  privately  in  the  Tower.     [We  see  no 
reason  for  this  supposition.    We  think  it  is  merely 
meant  that  he  was  not  likely  to  be  pardoned.] 


will  he  be  on  Palm  Sunday  even  ;5  and  so 
tarry  there  all  Easter,6  and  then  to  Walsing- 
ham  ;  7  wherefore  ye  had  need  to  warn  Wil- 
liam Gogney  and  his  fellows  to  purvey  them  of 
wine  enough,  for  every  man  beareth  me  in 
hand  that  the  town  shall  be  drank  dry  as  York 
was  when  the  king  was  there. 

Sir,  Master  Sampson  recommend  him  unto 
you,  and  he  hath  sent  you  a  ring  by  Ed- 
mond  Dorman  ;  and  besides  that,  he  re- 
quired me  to  write  unto  you  that  it  were  best 
for  you  to  purvey  you  of  some  gentlemany 
(gentlemanlike)  tilings  against  the  king's 
coming,  for  sure  he  will  bring  you  guests 
enough,  and  therefore  purvey  you  thereafter. 
Also,  he  sendeth  you  word  that  it  is  my  lord's 
mind  that  my  sister,  with  all  other  goodly 
folks  thereabout,  should  accompany  with 
Dame  Elizabeth  Calthorp,8  because  there  is 
no  great  lady  thereabout,  against  the  king's 
coming  ;  for  my  lord  hath  made  great  boast 
of  the  fair  and  good  gentlewomen  of  the 
country  ;  and  so  the  king  said  he  would  see 
them  sure. 

Sir,  my  lord  hath  sent  unto  the  most  part 
of  the  gentlemen  of  Essex  to  wait  upon  him 
at  Chelmsford,  whereas  he  intendeth  to  meet 
with  the  king,  and  that  they  be  well  ap- 
pointed, that  the  Lancashire  men  may  see 
that  there  be  gentlemen  of  so  great  substance 
that  they  be  able  to  buy  all  Lancashire.  Men 
think  that  ye  among  you  will  do  the  same. 

Your  country  is  greatly  boasted  of,  also  the 
inhabitors  of  the  same.  I  beseech  you  to 
remember  my  horse  that,  you  promised  me. 
God  keep  you. 

Written  at  Sheen,  in  haste,  the  7th  d  iy  of 
March,  with  the  hand  of  your  brother, 

WILLIAM  PASTON. 

Sheen,  Monday,  7th  of  March, 
1473.  14E.IV. 


5  3rd  of  April,  1474. 

6  10th  of  April,  1474.    [It  will  be  borne   in   mind 
that,  the  year  commenced  on  March  25  ] 

7  I  suppose  to  pay  his  devotions  to  the  imago  of 
Our  Lady  there. 

w  Widow  of  Sir  John  Calthorp,  and  daughter  of 
Roger  Wentworth,  Esq. 
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LETTER  CCCXLV.— (XIV.  vol.  v.  p.  G7.) 


[IN  this  letter  John  Paston  writes  to  his 
brother  Sir  John  on  the  subject  of  his  wooing. 
He  appears  a  thoroughly  careful  and  wary 
suitor,  as  he  has  two  if  not  throe  ladies  in 
view,  although  his  "  fantazy  "  inclines  him  to 
Mistress  Elizabeth  Eberton,  even  if"  Eberton 
wold  not  geve  so  moche  w'  Maistress  Elyza- 
bet  his  dowghter  as  I  myght  have  wl  the  other." 
But  we  will  let  him  speak  fur  himself.  He 
requests  lu's  brother.  "  ere  that  ye  depart  out 
of  London  to  speak  with  Harry  Ebertoifs  j 
wife,  draper,  and  to  inform  her  that  I  am 
proffered  a  marriage  in  London  which  is  worth 
six  hundred  marks  (400/.)  and  better,  with 
whom  I  prayed  you  to  commune,  inasmuch 
as  I  might  not  tarry  in  London  myself; 
always  reserving,  that  if  so  be  that  Mrs. 
Eberton  will  deal  witli  me,  that  ye  should 
not  conclude  in  the  other  place,  though  so 
were  that  Eberton  would  not  give  so  much 
with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  his  daughter  as  I  might 
have  with  the  other,  for  such  fantasy  as  I 
have  in  the  said  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Eberton ; 
and  that  it  like  you  to  say  to  Ebertou's  wife 
that  such  as  I  spake  to  her  of  shall  be  bettered 
rather  than  empeyred  [impaired]  as  for  my 
part."  If  the  proffered  marriage  was  not.  a 
mere  ruse,  it  may  or  may  not  refer  to  the 
fallowing  extracts,  which,  however,  would 
not  justify  the  assertion  of  a  "  proffered  mar- 
riage "  worth  six  hundred  marks.  Before 
giving  the  passages  we  may  observe  that  the 
word  "thing,'  which  he  applies  to  her  w.i^  at 
time,  and  afterward,  frequently  used  as 
a  term  of  endearment  and  not  of  contempt. 


" I  pray  you  that  ye  will,  as  I  d. 
commune  with  John  Lee,  or  his  wife,  or  i 
and  to   understand   how   the   matter  at   the 
Black   Friars  doth,  and  that  ye  will  see  and 
speak  with  the  thing  yourself,  and  with  her 

father  and  mother,  ere  ye  depart Also 

that  it  like  you  to  speak  to  your  apoth. 
which  was  sometime  the  Earl  of  Warwick's 
apothecary,  and   to   weet   of  him  what   the 
widow  of  the  Black  Friars  is  worth,  and  what 
her  husband's  name  was :  he  can  tell  all,  for 
he   is   executor   to   the   widow's    husband." 
Here  he  seems  to  think  his  own  consent  to  be 
all  that  is  necessary.     We  give  another  pas- 
sage to  show    the  nature   of  a   gentle:: 
wardrobe  at  that  time.     "  I  pray  you    that 
Pitt  may  truss  in  a  mail  \t 
left  in' your  chamber  at  London. 
gown  furred  with  black,  and  the  doublet  of 
purple  satin  and  the  doublet  of  black  satin 
my  writing-box  of  cypress,  and  my  *  Hook  <>!' 
toe  Meeting  of  the  Duke  and  of  the  Kmperor,' '' 
(probably  Charles  Duke   of  Burgundy  and 
the  Emperor  Frederic  III.)      The   writing- 
desk  of  cypress-wood   could  not  have  I. 
common  article  at  this  period,  and.  together 
'with  the  book,  show  he  had  a  li' 
The  rest  of  the  letter  is  uni;  \cept 

perhaps  the  statement  that  hi-  11  la- 

bour   "that  the  two  hundred    marks  (133/. 
6*.  Sd.}  may  be  had  for  the  it   it 

seems  he  rould  not  borrow  for  his  I 
was  forced,  like  many  otln-:- 
andspll."   Dated  v  !.>nd.iy,  Ju! 

1 170.] 


LETTER  CCCXLVL—  (XV.  vol.  v.  p.  73.) 


John  Paston  here  writes  to  his  mother 
the   means  of  raising  money,    but   the. 
's  are  uninteresting.      He.    had    Ir  en   on 
!  to  his  mother,   and    had    been   ill,    but 
Says  lie  had   quite   recovered,   thanks  t 
care.     He  mentions  that    C'uurbv  the  <• 
hath   had  "  l()tl.   to  p:n-   for  the   third   hired 
horse,  and    ho  brin^eth   the  three  horses  with 
il  content   for  the  lub'mr  and  the 


"t.r  a 


meat  largely  :"  th:- 
jouiney   from  Nor,\ 

U    in    the    provi 
brother  sends   him  ten   shillin 

i  I'  tlie  trunk  with   h  - 
-  1,-sk.      He  r.Miirludr.s  t 

^  credit   to  uid   dia- 

;oe  bunion: 

•'riest's),  if  it 
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like  you  that  I  may  have  them,  I  am  not 
able  to  buy  them,  but  somewhat  would  I 
give,  and  the  remanent,  with  a  good  devout 
heart  by  my  troth,  I  will  pray  for  his  soul ; 
wherefore,  if  it  like  you,  by  the  next  mes- 
senger or  carrier  to  send  them  in  a  day,  I 
shall  have  them  dressy d  [re-bound,  or  perhaps 


addressed]  here,  and  if  any  of  them  are 
claimed  hereafter  in  faith  I  will  restore  it." 
The  last  promise  shows  it  was  so  common  to 
borrow  books,  then  both  scarce  arid  valuable, 
that  it  was  likely  upon  a  scholar's  death  that 
some  of  them  might  be  reclaimed.  Dated 
Saturday,  before  November,  1474.] 


LETTER   CCCXLVIL— (XVI.  vol.  v.  p.  79.) 


[Ttiis  letter  is  again  about  money  from  Sir 
John  to  his  mother.  His  uncle  William  had 
lent  him  money,  which  enabled  hinVto  redeem 
the  manor  of  Sporle,  but  only  on  sufficient 
security,  for  he  says,  "  I  am  as  much  afraid 
of  this  land  that  is  in  his  hand  as  I  was 
of  that  that  was  in  Townshend's  (his  former 
creditor)  hand."  He  again  reverts  to  the 
books.  "  As  for  the  books  that  were  Sir 


James's,  God  have  his  soul !  which  it  liketh 
you  that  I  shall  have  them,  I  beseech  you 
that  I  might  have  them  hither  by  the  next 
messenger  ;  and  if  I  be  gone,  yet  that  they  be 
delivered  to  mine  hostess  at  the  George  at 
Paul's  Wharf,  which  will  keep  them  safe; 
and  that  it  like  you  to  write  to  me  what  the 
pain  or  payment  shall  be  for  them."  Dated 
London,  Sunday,  Nov.  20,  1474.] 


LETTER    CCCXLVIIL— (LXI.  vol.  ii.  p.  165.) 

I  have  given  the  former  part  of  this  letter  as  a  specimen  of  the  free  and  easy  epistolary  style  of  an  age 
which  we  are  too  apt  to  consider  as  almost  entirely  illiterate  ;  on  a  similar  subject  a  modern  gentleman 
could  scarcely  have  expressed  himself  in  easier  terms",  or  with  more  propriety,  though  in  one  instance  per- 
haps with  more  politeness. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.  at  Norwich,  or  to  Roose,  dwelling  afore  Mrs.  Paston's  gate  in  Norwich. 

wrote  me  a  bill  thereof,  which  I  send  you 
herewith  ;  and  that  that  longeth  to  me  to  do 
therein  it  shall  not  fail  to  leave  all  other 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  well-beloved  brother, 
I  recommend  me  to  you;  letting  you  weet  that 
I  have  communed  with  your  friend  Danson, 
and  have  received  your  ring  of  him,  and  he 
hath  by  mine  advice  spoken  with  her  two 
times ;  *  he  telleth  me  of  her  dealing  and 
answers,  which  if  they  were  according  to  his 
saying,  a  fainter  lover  than  ye  would,  and 
well  ought  to,  take  therein  great  comfort,  so 
that  (even  though}  he  might  haply  sleep  the 
worse  three  nights  after. 

And  such  dealing  in  part  as  was  between 
my  Lady  W.  and  your  friend  Danson  he 

1  I  do  not  know  to  whom  this  refers :  it  relates  to 
some  lady  to  whom  he  then  paid  his  addresses,  (the 
Lady  W.  after-mentioned  I  suppose,)  and  who  by  the 
next  letter  appears  to  be  Lady  Walgrave,  widow  of 
Sir  Richard  Walgrave,  knight.  [He  appears  to  have 
been  a  very  general  but  unsuccessful  wooer.] 


business  apart ;  nevertheless  within  three  days 
I  hope  so  to  deal  herein  that  I  suppose  to  set 
you  in  certainty  how  that  ye  shall  find  her 
for  ever  hereafter. 

It  is  so,  as  I  understand,  that  ye  be  as  busy 
on  your  side  for  your  friend  Danson  whereas 
[where']  a  ye  be ;  I  pray  God  send  you  both 
good  speed  in  these  works,  which,  if  they  be 
brought  about,  each  of  you  is  much  beholden 
to  other ;  yet  were  it  pity  that  such  crafty 

2  [Fenn  translates  whereas  here  by  if.  We  have 
already  noticed  the  indiscriminate  use  of  where  and 
whereas ;  by  attending  to  this,  and  altering  Fenn's 
punctuation,  the  sentence  is  perfectly  clear,  and 
justifies  his  own  praise  of  the  style,  j 
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wooers  as  ye  be  both  should  speed  well,  but 
if  (//7?/fA'.«)  ye  love  truly.1 

Item,  as  1'or  Stoe.ton's  daughter,  she  shall 

be  wedded  in  haste  to  Skeerne,  as  she  told 
herself  to  my  lilkmaid,*  which  maketh  part,  of 
such  as  she  shall  wear,  to  whom  she  broke 
(opened)  her  heart,  and  told  her  that  she 
should  have  had  Master  Paston.  and  my  maid 
wend  (Ihii-iff/ht  j  it  hail  been  I  that  she  spoke 
of;  and  with  more  ;//'//>•',/•-/•)  that  the  same 
Master  Paston  come  where  she  was  with 
twenty  m<-n.  and  would  have  taken  her 
away  :  I  told  my  maid  that,  she  lied  of  me, 
and  that  I  never  spoke  with  her  in  my  life, 
nor  that  I  would  not  wed  her  to  have  with 
her  three  thousand  marks  (  2000/.) 

Item,  as  for  Eberton'l  daughter,  my  brother 
Edmniid  saiththat  he  heard  never  more  speech 
thereof  since  your  departing,  and  that  ye 
would  that  he  should  not  break  nor  do 
nothing  therein  but  if  (unless}  it  came  of  their 
beginning. 

Item,  1  had  answer  from  my  lord3  that  he 
is  my  special  good  lord,  and  that  by  writing; 
and  as  for  lierney  he  set  him  iu  his  own 
wages  fur  my  sake,  and  that  when.-oever  I 


come  to  Calais  I  shall  find  all  thing  there  as 
I  would  have  it,  and  rather  better  than  it  was 
lore. 

Item,  the  king  came  to  this  town  on  Wed- 
nesday; as  for  the  French  emhassade* 
(VW/r/.v.vy)  that  is  here,  they  come  not  in  the 
king's  presence  by  likelihood,  for  men  say 
that  the  chief  of  them  is  he  that  poi- 
both  the  Duke  of  Berry  and  the  Duke  Of 
Calabria. 

Item,  there  was  never  more  likelihood  that 
the  king  should  go  over  sea  this  next  year  than 
was  now. 

I  pray  you  remember  that  I  may  have  the 
pewter  vessel  hither  by  the  next  carrier  I 
latter  end  of  this  \\ 

Item,  I  pray  you  remember  s.>  that  I  may 
have  the  books  by  the  same  time,  which  my 
mother  said  she  would  send  me.  by  the  next 

carrier. 

Written   at  London,  the  Sunday  : 
of  November,  in  the  1  1th  year  <>f  Kdward  IV. 
Juli.s  :iiyht. 

London,  Sunday, 
20th  of  Novemlx;r,  1474. 
HE.  IV. 


in  her  no  matter  nor  cause  that  I  mi 
comfort  of. 


LETTER    CCCXLIX,— (LXII.  vol.  ii.  p.  171.) 

\Vc  are  in  this  letter  brought  acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  time.     The  lady  shows  herself  a  woman  of 
h  in  nir,  and  above  L'ivin^  hope  when  she  meant  not  to  encourage  the-  addre-se>  of  J.  i 

widow  of  Sir  Kichaid  WaltTave,  knight,  a   Yorkist,  who  was  with  the  Earl  of  Kent  at  the  takingof  the 
t  >wn    of  (Coquet  and  the  isle  of  Hhee:   he   died   youni:,   and  was  succeeded  by   his  broth-- 
NVal^'rave.      Another  unsuccessful  attempt  by  poor  John  Pastou.] 

To  John  Pastfin,  Esq. 

BnoTilK.n.  I  recommend   me  to  you:  letting 
yon  weet  that  I  have,  like  as  I  promised  you, 
I  have  done  my   devoir   to   know    my    Lady 
Walgrave's  stomach    (r<-*«hiti<,n  ].    whi< 
f  t'(id  lielp  me.  and  to    be  plain  to   you,  I  find 

1  [Thi*  is  a  very  pleasant  and  i,">od  humoured  hit 
.i-in.  Sir  John  seems  al«  a\  s  t-i  ha\  e  a  pretty 
•  concept!  in  of  the  characters  of  tho-e  hu  ad- 

*  A  person  who  made  u'^wns  of  <i!k,  \.c    f.>r  lx)th 
men    and    women,   as  ajipears   from  the  manner  in 
which  she  is  here  mentioned. 

-  I  am  n.it  certain  whether  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  is 
here    ;•  n  >r  of 

:•  th<-  Ix-tter  understanding    of  • 

''.icll    reflects     hii.ionr    "ill     l\ 

both    as    a  soMTeiirn   prince  and   a    man,   it  will   bo 


ry  to  inform  the  reader  that,  in 
M.,    kin.:  of   l-Va'ice,   finding  him-elt    dr.iwn   . 
war  %\ith  the  Duke   of  Kuri;nndy  in  .•: 
about  a  marriage  between  hi<  brother  < 
of  Berry  ami   tiuic-nn.-,  nnd   Mary   the., 
heir    of  that   duke,    emjdoy.-d     proper 

v  his  brother,  and  by  th.r 
him  from  tlie-e  troubles.  Thedi 
Kerr\ 

died'in   Mas 

richest  heiress  of  her  time,  was  horn   in 
her  father,  the  Duke  of  Hiiru'nnd}  .   «  i-  prom-. - 
man. 

i  and 

.  -aimM'Ted   b\    tlio 
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She  will  in  no  wise  receive  nor  keep  your 
ring  with  her,  and  yet  I  told  her  that  she 
should  not  be  anything  bound  thereby  ;  but 
that  I  knew  by  your  heart  of  old  that  I  wist 
well  ye  would  be  glad  to  forbear  the  levest 
(dearest)  thing  that  ye  had  in  the  world, 
which  might  be  daily  in  her  presence,  that 
should  cause  her  once  on  a  day  to  remember 
you ;  but  it  would  not  be,  she  would  not 
thereby,  as  she  said,  put  you  nor  keep  you  in 
any  comfort  thereby. 

And  moreover  she  prayed  me  that  I  should 
never  take  labour  more  herein,  for  she  would 
hold  her  to  such  answer  as  she  had  given  you 
fofore  ;  wherewith  she  thought  both  ye  and  I 
would  have  held  us  content,  had  (it)  not 
been  (for)  the  words  of  her  sister  Genevieve. 

When  I  understood  all  this,  and  that  over 
night  she  bade  her  that  went  between  her  and 
me  bid  me  bring  with  me  her  muskball 1 
which,  &c.,  then  I  after  all  this  asked  if  she 
were  displeased  with  me  for  it,  and  she  said, 
nay. 

Then  I  told  her  that  I  had  not  sent  it  you, 
for  sin  of  my  soul ;  and  so  I  told  her  all,  how 
I  had  written  to  you  why  that  I  would  not 
send  it  you,  because  I  wist  well  ye  should 
have  sleeped  the  worse:  but  now,  I  told  her, 
as  God  help  rne,  that  I  would  send  it  you, 


and  give  you  mine  advice  not  to  hope  over 
much  on  her,  which  is  over  hard  an  hearted 
lady  for  a  young  man  to  trust  unto;  which  I 
thought  that  for  all  my  words  ye  could 
not  nor  would  not  do  for  all  mine  advice. 

Yet  againwards  she  is  not  displeased,  nor 
forbid  me  not  but  that  ye  should  have  the 
keeping  of  her  muskball;  wherefore  do  ye 
with  it.  as  ye  like;  I  would  it  had  done  well 
by  good,  I  spake  for  you  so  that  in  faith  I 
trow  I  could  not  say  so  well  again ;  wherefore 
I  send  you  herewith  your  ring  and  the  un- 
happy muskball :  also  make  ye  matter  of  it 
hereafter  as  ye  can,  I  am  not  happy  to 
woo  neither  for  myself  nor  none  other. 

I  told  her  all  the  process  of  the  Lord 
Howard  '2  and  of  your  grounds  as  I  could,  all 
helps  not. 

(Here  follows  some  displeasure  at  his  uncle 
Williams  proceedings  in  matters  between  them, 
Sfc.  of  no  consequence.} 

I  hear  no  word  of  my  vessel  nor  of  my 
books;  I  marvel.  No  more.  Written  at 
London,  the  llth  day  of  December,  in  the 
1 4th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON, 

London, 

Sunday,  1 1th  of  December, 
1474.    14E.IV. 


LETTER    CCCL.— (LXIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  175.) 

Though  this  letter  has  no  signature,  yet  it  is  written  by  Sir  John  Paston,  knight.  The  business  mentioned  in 
the  first  part  of  this  letter,  on  which  Sir  John  was  so  anxious  to  attend  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Norfolk, 
was  relative  to  Caister,  &c. ;  and  his  journey  into  Flanders,  to  purchase  horse  and  harness,  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  treaty  entered  into  between  Ed'ward  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  would  be  productive 
of  a  war  with  France. 

To  the  right  worshipful  John  Paston,  Esq.,  at  Norwich,  or  to  his  mother,  Margaret  Paston,  in 

his  absence,  in  haste. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  praying  you 
heartily,  that  I  may  have  weeting  (knowledge) 
when  that  my  Lord  and  Lady  of  Norfolk 
shall  be  at  London,  and  how  long  they  shall 
tarry  there,  and  in  especial  my  Lord  of 
Norfolk;  for  upon  their  coming  to  London 
were  it  for  me  to  be  guided ;  nevertheless  I 
would  be  sorry  to  come  there  but  if  (unless) 

1  This  muskball,  or  ball  of  perfume,  seems  to 
have  been  taken  from  Lady  Walgrave  by  Sir  John 
Paston  in  a  jesting  manner,  to  send  to  his  brother  as 
a  present  from  her. 


I  needs  must.  I  think  it  would  be  to  you 
over  irksome  a  labour  to  solicit  the  matters 
atween  them  and  me,  but  if  (unless)  I  were 
there  myself;  wherefore,  if  ye  think  it  be 
convenient  that  I  come  thither,  I  pray  you 
send  me  word  as  hastily  as  ye  may,  and  by 
what  time  ye  think  most,  convenient  that  I 
should  be  there ;  and  of  all  such  comfort  as 
ye  find  or  hear  of  the  towardness  thereof,  arid 
when  also  that  ye  shall  be  there  yourself;  for 

2  He  was  afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
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it  is  so  that  as  to-morrow  I  purpose  to  ride 
into  Flanders  to  purvey  n;e  of  horse  and 
harness;  percase  (/wchntiL-e)  I  shall  see  the 
siege  of  Nuys  '  ere  I  come  again  if  I  have 
time;  wherefore,  if  I  so  do.  by  likelihood  if 
will  l;e  a  fourteen  days  ere  I  be  here  again ; 
and  after,  as  I  hear  from  you  and  others 
thereupon,  lhal  at.  the  next  passage,  and  God 
will,  I  purpose  to  come  to  London  ward: 
God  send  me  good  speed;  in  chief  for  the 
matter  above  written  :  and  secondly,  for  to 
appoint  with  the  king  and  my  lord  for  such  j 
retinue  as  I  should  have  now  in  these 
into  France;  therefore  I  pray  you  in  Norfolk 
and  other  places,  commune  with  such  as  ye 
think  likely  for  you  and  me  that  are  disposed 
to  take  wages  in  gentlemen's  houses  and 
elsewhere,  so  that  we  may  be  the  more  ready 
when  that  need  is;  nevertheless  at  this  hour 
I  would  be  glad  to  have  with  me  daily  three 
or  four  more  than  I  have,  such  as  were 
likely ;  for  I  lack  of  my  retinue  that  I  have 
near  so  many. 

I  pray  you  send  me  some  tidings,  such  as 
ye  hear,  and  how  that  my  brother  Edmund 
doth  ;  for  as  for  tidings  here  there  be  but 
few,  save  that  the  siege  lasteth  still  by  the 


Duke  of  Burgundy  afore  Nuys,  and  the 
emperor2  hath  be.Meged  also,  not  far  from 
thence,  a  castle  and  another  town  in  like 
wise,  M'herein  the  duke's  men  be. 

And   also  the   French   king,  men  Be- 
coming  nigh   to   the   water  of  Somme  with 
4000   spears,    and   some    men    trow     (think") 
that  lie  will,  at  the  day  of  breaking  of  t; 
or  else  before,  set  upon  the  duke's  countries 
here. 

V»'hen  I  hear  more  I  shall  send  you  more 
tidings. 

The  king's  ambassadors  Sir  Thorn  r.- 
gomery  and  the   Master   of   the   Holls4  be 
coming  homeward  from  Nuys.5  and  as  for  me 
I  think  that  I  should  be  sick   but 
I  see  it. 

Sir  John  of  Parre  and  William  Berkeley 
came  this  way  to  Flanders  ward  to  buy 
horse  and  harness,  and  (7)  made  Sir  J.  Parre 
(«*)  good  cheer  as  I  could  for  yoin 
he  told  me  that  ye  made  him  ha 
cheer,  &c.  at  Norwich.     No  more.    A\ 
at  Calais,  the  17th  day  of  January,    b 
14th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

Calais,  Tuesday,  17th  of  January, 
1171.'  11  I"   IV. 


LETTER    CCCLI.— 

[MARGARET  PASTON  writes  to  her  son  John 
again  about  money,  complaining  that  Robert 
Clere  had  not  been  paid  20/.  lent  by  him  and 
his  mother  to  Sir  John;  she  supposes  (hat 
William  Paston  ought,  to  have  paid  it,  4i  for 
he  hath  a  surety  for  all  that  and  more,"  but 
he  had  refused  unless  on  the  delivery  of 
some  pledges  of  Margaret  Paston's  then  in 
the  hands  of  Clere.  Margaret  Pa- 
li er  son  to  ascertain  '-in  haste."  and  let.  her 
'•  understand  how  it  is,"1  "  for  I  were  loath 
to  lose  my  pledge-;;  I  wot  it  well  your  good 

uncle  would  b"  >  \\ith  good  will, 

but  I   would  not   so."     She  next  alludes  to 
other   matters  of  family  discontent.     Agnes 
Paston    had    been    for  some    time    livii 
London,  and  Margaret  say-;   u  Kemember  me 


1  [Nnys  is  a  town  in  ("Jennmy.  in   the 
•ide  of  the  II! 


(XVII.  vol.  v.  p.  83.) 

to  your  grandam ;  I  would  she  were  here  in 

Norfolk,  as  well  at  .  and 

as  little  ruled  by  her  son  as  ever  she  was.  and 
then  I   would   hope  that  we  all  should 
the  better  for  her."     This  son  was  no  doubt  the 
"  uncle   William''   so  often   alluded    t 
whom   the   rest  of  the  family  seem  to 
been    very    willing   to    borrow    money,    and 
very    much  .sui ; 

whether  or  not    he   v.  . 


;i.-k  III.  of  Austria. 

and  the   Duko  of  Hur-tindy. 
tin'  beginning  of  the  sunm 

4   Dr.    .li'iui    *•! 

Lord    Chanrrll.ir.    ArrhM-iho;.    ul    C.int.-rliury,   aiid 
Cardinal. 

emi>or«T  with  a  i  i 
much  tn    i 
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family  defect,  he  seems  to  have  been  by  no 
means  wanting  in  a  due  regard  to  his  own 
advantage  in  all  these  bargains,  and  to  have 
considered  all  that  was  legal  as  just  and 
right.  From  money-lending  Margaret  Paston 
passes  to  religious  matters,  and  one  of  her 
reasons  for  desiring  a  license  for  her  chapel 
appears  to  point  to  the  evil  of  non-residence 
even  in  those  days.  She  says,  "  I  would  ye 
should  speak  with  my  Lord  of  Norwich,  and 
assay  to  get  a  license  of  him  that  I  may  have 
the  sacrament,  here  in  the  chapel,  because  it 
is  far  to  the  church,  and  I  am  sickly,  and  the 
parson  is  often  out.''  She  was  then  residing 
at  Mawteby,  whence  this  letter  is  dated, 


Saturday,  Jan.  29,  1474.  In  a  sort  of  post- 
script she  mentions  a  curious  circumstance 
connected  with  the  currency.  Fenn  considers 
it  to  allude  to  the  alloy  oxydising,  but  this 
could  hardly  be  the  case  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  money  from  passing.  At  least 
we  have  never  seen  specimens  of  any  such  coin. 
She  says : — "  My  cousin  Robert  told  me  that 
there  was  more  than  7/.  of  the  money  that 
was  paid  him  that  was  right  on  [thoroi{ghlt/~\ 
rusty,  and  he  could  not  have  it  changed :  he 
was  ungoodly  [not  well]  served  therein."  We 
rather  think  it  means  coin  of  an  early  date, 
not  at  that  time  commonly  current.] 


[THIS  letter  is  written  from  Norwich  on  the 
same  day  as  the  last,  by  Margaret  Paston  to 
her  other  son,  Sir  John,  and  contains  nearly  a 
repetition  of  the  money  affairs  mentioned  in 
the  previous  letter.  Edward  IV.  had  been 
recently  exacting  a  benevolence,  as  it  was 
termed  (a  task  or  tax,  as  the  writers  of  these 
letters  call  it),  in  the  city  and  county,  and 
the  withdrawal  of  such  large  sums  of  money 
are  stated  to  have  had  a  most  depressing 
effect  upon  prices.  She  says: — "As  for 
Sporle  wood,  before  the  king's  coming  into 
Norfolk  I  might  have  had  chapmen  to  have 
bought  it  a  gret  (in  the  gross)  for  twelve 
score  marks  (160/.),  and  now  there  will  no 
man  buy  it  a  gret,  because  of  the  great 
good  (large  sums)  that  the  people  is  laid  to 
[assessed]  for  the  king ;  wherefore  we  are 
about  to  retail  it  as  well  as  we  may  *  *  *  * 
As  for  your  barley  in  this  country,  it  cannot 
be  sold  above  IQd.  or  lid.  that  is  the  greatest 
price  of  barley  here,  and  but  it  be  at  a  better 
price  I  purpose  for  to  do  it  malt  (malt  it)  *  *  * 
Malt  is  sold  here  but  for  13r/.,  and  wheat 
2s.  or  26^.  at  this  time,  and  oats  l'2d.  There 


LETTER   CCCLII.— (XVIII.  vol.  v.  p.  87.) 

is  none  outload  suffered  to  go  out  of  this 
country  as  yet;  the  king  hath  commanded 
that  there  should  none  go  out  of  this  land.  I 
fear  me  we  shall  have  right  a  strange  world ; 
God  amend  it,  when  his  will  is."  The 
quantity  worth  the  above-named  prices  was 
no  doubt  the  comb,  equal  to  two  bushels,  a 
term  still  frequently  used  in  reckoning  in  the 
eastern  counties.  The  low  price  is  con- 
firmed by  the  list  of  prices,  in  Eden's  '  State 
of  the  Poor;'  in  Appendix,  page  xi.  he 
gives  the  price  of  oats  in  1475  as  Is.  Wd.  per 
quarter.  The  attempt  to  regulate  prices  by 
preventing  traffic  seems  to  have  been  con- 
stant, and  always  to  have  been  attended  with 
suffering.  She  concludes  with  an  account 
of  the  books  so  earnestly  desired  by  Sir  John. 
"  As  for  the  books  that  ye  desired  to  have  of 
Sir  James's,  the  best  of  all  and  the  fairest  is 
claimed  ;  nor  it  is  not  in  his  inventory.  I 
shall  assay  to  get  it  for  you  an  I  may ;  the 
price  of  these  other  books,  besides  that,  is 
20s.  6^.  the  which  I  send  ye  a  bill  of.  If  ye 
like  by  the  price  of  them,  and  ye  will  have 
them,  send  me  word."] 


LETTER   CCCLIII.— (XIX.  vol.  v.  p.  93.) 


[SiR  J.  Paston  writes  from  Calais,  Sunday, 
Feb.  5,  1474-5,  to  "his  brother  John  Paston, 
or  to  his  uncle  William  Paston  in  Warwick 
Lane,  or  to  Edmund  Paston  at  the  George  at 
Paul's  Wharf,"  explaining  that  he  is  pre- 


vented from  leaving  Calais  to  urge  his  suit 
respecting  Caister,  and  entreating  of  all  or 
any  of  them  to  do  all  for  him  that  they  pos- 
sibly can.  The  details  are  wholly  unin- 
teresting.] 
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LETTER  CCCLI V.— (XX.  vol.  v.  p.  97.) 
[!N  this  letter  Sir  John  Paston  answers  his 
mother's  letter  (ccclii.)  Having  now  got  a 
price  fixed  on  the  books,  he  seems  indifferent 
about  them  ;  he  probably  wished  his  offer  as 
to  paying  in  prayers  to  have  been  accepted. 
"  As  for  the  books  that  were  Sir  James's,  God 


have  his  soul !   [he  continues  to  pray]   I  think 
best   that   they  be  still  with  you,  till   tj 
speak    with    you    myself.      My   mind   . 
now   most  upon    books."      The   rest   of   the 
letter  consists  of  details  as  to  his  money  b 
actions.     It  is  dated  Calais,  Feb.  22, 1 174-5.] 


LETTER;  CCCLV.— (LXIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  179.) 

[This  letter  is  written  on  tin-  back  of  Letter  cccl.,  from  J.  Paston,  and  is  a  curious  instance  of  the  uncertainty 
Of  titt  tntmntakmof  eorrefpondence.     It'  it  i.s  meant  that  she  hail  received  no   lett.v  St       :  ;!thew'< 

even,  she  had  not  yet  had  that,  of  Nov.  20  (Letter  cccxlvii.),  a  period  of  nearly  four  n:  lie  may 

mean  that  she  had  written  this  letter  on  St.  Matthias'  even,  but  could  not  send  it.  as  she  ndds,  "  if  I  mi^ht 
have  had  a  me«seiiL'er  ere  this  time,  I  had  s<-nt  it  yon.1'    She  rould  srare.-ly  IIHVC  thought  it  ln:i-_'  n  >t  to  haw 

••  </u  letter  since  Matthias"  even,  a  period  of  only  ten  days.    We  are  inclined  to  think  she  all 
her  own  \vriting.J 

Mrs.  Margaret  Paston^  to  her  ton  John  Paston. 

JOHN  PASTON,  I  send  you  God's  blessing  and 
mine;  letting  you  weet,  that  I  had  none  ere 
this  letter  than  on  Saint  Matthew's  even;1  if 
I  might  have  had  a  messenger  ere  this  time 
I  had  sent  it  you ;  I  con  you  thank  for  the 
letter  that  ye  sent  to  my  cousin  Calthorp  and 
me  of  the  tidings ;  I  would  ye  should  do  so 
more.  As  ye  may  remember  that  I  spake  to 
you  for  the  20/.  for  my  cousin  Clere,  speak 
to  your  uncle  thereof,  and  send  me  an  answer 
thereof  in  haste. 


And  for  the  licence2  that  I 
for  to  have  the  sacrament  in 
cannot  get  it  of  the  Bishop  of 
of  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  for 
sure  for  all  places. 

God    keep     you.     Written     on     Midlent 
Sunday. 

Midlent  Sunday, 
5th  ot  March,  1474. 
15  li.  IV. 


LETTER  CCCLVI.— 


[A  NEGOTIATION  for  a  marriage.  Fenn  says 
that  the  gentleman  was  John  Berney.  of 
Reedham,  Esq.,  and  that  the  negotiation  was 
successful,  as  lie  married  Alice,  daughter  of 
Richard  Southwell,  Esq.  of  Wood-rising  in 
Norfolk,  the  writer  of  this  letter  to  John 
,.  \Ve  give  all  but  the  compli- 
mentary part  of  the  letter.  ''And,  cousin, 
in  the  matter  that  it,  liked  you  to  remember 
me  in.  both  to  my  worship  and  pleasure,  I 
fe.ir  me  that  neither  my  poor  daughter  nor 
poor  purse  can  nor  may  be  to  his  pie 
would  God  cither  might;  and  I  should  take 
7ne  right  near  to  his  pleasure,  saving  mys-  It'. 
I  ensure  you  by  my  troth  ;  and  how  to  under- 
stand his  disposition  and  pleasure  therein.  I 

'lew's      mini-. 
'  .tthias's    (in  original     "  Sent    Matheus")    ia 


(XXI.  vol.  v.  p.  103.) 

see  no  mean  as  thus  advised,  hut  if  K 
please   you    by  your  wisdom    tn  attempt    it 
farther,    as   ye    seem    mo.*t     convenient,    and 
thereupon  to  be  guided  by  your  good  advice, 
as  the  case  shall    require,   wherein    ye   shall 
bind  me  hereafter  to  do  that   may 
pleasure  to  my  power,  and  yet  with  n 
will  than  I    have    had.  so  God   help 
have  youever  in  hiskceping,  aii'l  - 
heart's  desire  to  his  i 
you  to    remember  farther   in   ti. 
trust  ye  shall  lose  no  labour  on 
howbeit    I    fear   me   sore,  as  I    began,  L.th  of 
my  poor  daughter  «ind  pu;  1  Wood- 

March  2(5.  about  1475.] 


-   YV,-    are    }:<-r 
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LETTER   CCCLVII.— (XXII.  vol.  v.  p.  105.) 


[MAKGARET  Paston  again  writes  to  Sir  John, 
chiefly  details  about  money  matters ;  money, 
she  says,  is  very  scarce  ;  "  the  king  goeth  so 
near  us  in  this  country,  both  to  poor  and  rich, 
that  I  wot  not  how  we  shall  live,  but  if  the 
world  amend  :  God  amend  it,  when  his  will 
is.  I  can  neither  sell  com  nor  cattle  to  no 
good  preve  (profit.}  Malt  is  here  but  at  lOd. 
a  comb  ;  wheat,  a  comb,  28rf.  ;  oats,  a  comb, 
Wd.  •  and  thereof  is  but  little  to  get  here  at 
this  time."  She  says  Peacock,  apparently 


his  steward,  hath  paid  for  him  two  tasks 
(subsidies}  at  this  time.  Her  ideas  of  soldier- 
ship are  remarkably  clear  for  a  female,  and 
her  recommendation  to  Sir  John,  who  had 
served,  good.  "  If  your  brethren  go  over  the 
sea,  advise  them  as  ye  think  best  for  their 
safe-guard,  for  some  of  them  be  but  young 
soldiers,  and  wot  full  little  what  it  is  to  be  as 
a  soldier,  nor  for  to  endure  to  do  as  a  soldier 
should  do."  The  letter  is  dated  Mawteby, 
Tuesday,  May  23,  1475.] 


LETTER  CCCLVIII. 

[SiR  John  Paston  writes  to  his  brother 
Edmund,  that  a  vacancy  has  occurred  at 
Calais,  and  that  he  may  "  come  and  live  like 
a  gentleman,"  if  he  can  manage  to  obtain  the 
appointment;  "else,"  he  adds,  "if  ye  dis- 
pose you  to  abide  in  England,  since  it  is  so 
that  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  is  chancellor,  his 
service  is  the  meeter  for  you,  he  is  next 


-(XXIII.  vol.  v.  p.  111.) 

neighbour  to  Norfolk  of  any  estate  :  God  send 
you  some  good  ward  of  his."  Place-hunting, 
from  a  place  under  the  government  to  one 
under  a  private  nobleman,  seems  to  have 
been  the  general  pursuit,  and  by  no  means 
incompatible  with  the  character  of  a  gentle- 
man. The  letter  is  dated  Calais,  Tuesday, 
June  13th,  1475.] 


LETTER    CCCLIX.— (LXV.  vol.  ii.  p.  181.) 

The  abbey  of  St.  Bennct  at  Holm  was  situated  in  the  parish  of  Horning  in  Norfolk,  in  the  midst  of  a  now 
dreary  and  solitary  marsh,  not  likely  to  be  chosen  for  the  wholesomeness  of  the  air.  The  remains  of  this 
once  grand  and  mitred  abbey  art;  now  very  small,  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  level  marsh,  intersected  by  a  great 
number  of  almost  stagnant  ditches.  I  am,  however,  informed  by  a  most  respectable  gentleman,  whose  scat  is  in 
the  neighbourhood,  that  many  of  the  towns  surrounding  this  spot  are  remarkable  for  the  longevity  of  their 
inhabitants.  If  such  is  the  effect  of  this  air  now,  perhaps  in  the  flourishing  state  of  the  abbey  it  might  be  still 
more  salubrious.  [1787.  It  is  now  much  improved.] 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir  John  Paston.,  Knight,  in  haste. 


RIGHT  well-beloved  son,  £c.  (The  chief  part 
of  this  letter  relates  to  Sir  John  Paston  s  private 
affairs,  his  rents  and  lands,  and  it  informs  him 
that  William  Jenney  had  entered  into  Holm- 
hall,  in  Fill)!/,  in  the  right  and  title  of  his 
daughter-in-laiv,  which  was  Boys'  daughter,  Sfc.) 
As  for  tidings  here  in  this  country,  we  have 
none  but  that  the  country  is  barren  of  money  ; 
and  that  my  Lady  of  York1  and  all  her 
household  is  here  at  Saint  Bennet's,  and  pur- 
posed, to  abide  there  still  till  the  king  come 

l  Cecily,  Duchess  of  York,  daughter  of  Ralph 
Nevile,  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  was  the  widow  of 
Ilichard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  and  mother  of 
King  Edward  IV.  &c.  She  died  in  1495,  and  was  buried 
near  her  husband  in  the  college  of  Fotheringay. 


from  beyond  the  sea,2  and  longer  if  she  like 
the  air  there,  as  it  is  said. 

I  think  right  long  till  I  hear  some  tidings 
for  you3  and  from  your  brethren.  I  pray  God 
send  you,  and  all  your  company  good  speed 
in  your  journeys,  to  his  pleasure  and  to  your 
worships  and  profits. 

Written  at  Mawteby,  on  Saint  Laurence's 
even,  the  15th  year  of  the  reign  of  Kino- 
Edward  the  IV. 

By  your  MOTHER. 
Mawteby,  Thursday, 
10th  of  August,  1475. 
15E.IV. 


2  He  was  at  this  time  in  France. 

3  Quaere,  from  ? 


M 


.  ( >N  LKTTERS. 


LETTER  CCCLX.— (XXIV.  vol.  v.  p.  113.) 


[SiR  John  Paston  writes  to  his  mother  from 
Calais,  and  announces  the  conclusion  of  the 
journey  to  France  of  Edward  IV.  He  had 
raised  large  sums  in  England  to  carry  on  a 
war  against  the  French  in  alliance  with  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  hut  the  latter  failing  him, 
and,  it  is  said,  his  ministers  being  bribed  by  the 


French  king,   a  peace  for  seven 

concluded,  after  a  personal  interview  b-  • 

the  twomonarchsatPecquignijwli' 

on  a  bridge  across  the  Som: 

no  other  matter  of  interest,  and  to  ; 

a  mere  allusion.     Dated   Monday.  Sept    1!. 


LETTER  CCCLXI 

[JOHN  PASTON  writes  to  his  brother  Sir  John 
of  the  further  progress  towards  the  recovery  of 
Caister.  He  says  the  king  has  promised  there 
shall  be  no  delay  beyond  the  3rd  Nov.  of  the 
present  year;  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's 
council  acknowledge  his  right;  and  that 
"  my  lady  sweareth,  and  so  doth  Barnard  on 
her  behalf,  that  she  would  as  fain  ye  had  it 
as  any  body  ;  notwithstanding  she  said  not  so 
to  me  since  I  came  home,  for  I  spake  not  to 
her  but  once  since  I  saw  you  last."  He  com- 
plains of  illness  occasioned  by  taking  cold, 
both  at  Calais  and  since  his  return  home  : 


— (XXV.  vol.  v.  p.  117.) 

and  says  "  but  I  was  never  so  well  armed  for 
the  war,  as  I  have  now  armed  me  for  cold ; 
wherefore  I  advise  you  take  example  by  me 
if  it  happen  you  to  be  ^  were  when 

I  was  at  Calais,  in  am  you  warm. 

I  ween  Harry  Wodehouse  nor  Jam- 
wear  never  at  once  so  many 
boots  as  I  do,  or  else  by  God  we 
therefore;  what  we  shall  yet  I  cann 
I    bear   me  bold    on    two  days   amend 
Rather  a  short  time  to  recommend    hi> 
perience  so   confidently.        Dated   Nor 
Tuesday,  Oct.  10,  1475.] 


LETTER    CCCLXII.— (LXVI.  vol.  ii.  p.  1*3.) 

;ier  records  a  most  curious  conversation  between  the  kini?,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  u 
Brandon,  relative  to  Caister.  Sir  William  Brandon  was  father  ol'Cli.iili-s  15 1 ami. >n,attei -\sanl 
of  Suffolk. 

the  George,  by  Paul's  lVharft  in  London. 

\V .  B.  what  my  lord'.- 
Sir  \V.  B.  told  the  king  that  my  lo! 
was  that  the  kin^r  !>hould  as  - 
;is  that  place:  and  then  the   K; 
lord  whether  he  said  so  or  not. 

id  the  kin-: 

again,  but  turned  h:-  uenf  his  way ; 

but  my  lady  told  me   and     //'    tin-    k 
spoken  any  word  inthewwld  ar 
Ion  I,  my  lord  would  not  have  said  hi: 

And   I  my  lady  warning  that  I 

will  do  my  !••: 

to  make  her  (a)  i 
tint  I  should  let    litr   have  ki. 


To  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  lodged  at 

K  all  duties  of  recommendation,  please 
it  you  to  understand  that  I  have  spoken  with 
:, uly  since  I  wrote  to  you  last;  and   she 
told  me  that  the  king  had  no  such  wi  ; 
my  lord  for  Caister  as  ye  told  me;  but  she 
sai'th  that  the  king  a-sked  my  lord  at  hi-;  de- 
parting from  ('.dais  how   he  would  deal  with 
Caister.  and  my  lord  answered  never  a  word. 
Sir  W.  Brandon    sto  .    tiie   kin- 

asked   him  what  my  lord  would    do   in  that 
r;  saying  that  lie   had  commanded   him 
time  to  move  my  lord  with  that  n. 
and  Sir  \V.  Br.u. 
that  ';.  .e  king  ask« 
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fastened  myself  in  any  other  service ;  and  so  I 
departed,  and  see  her  not  since,  nor  nought 
purpose  to  do  till  I  speak  with  you. 

I  pray  you  bring  home  some  hats  with  you, 
or  and  (*/*)  ye  come  not  hastily  send  me  one, 
&c.  and  I  shall  pay  you  for  it  a  comb  (of) 
oats1  when  ye  come  home. 

My  mother  would  fain  have  you  at  Mawte- 
by ;  she  rode  thither,  out  of  Norwich  on 
Saturday  last  past  to  purvey  your  lodging 
ready  against  your  coming. 

I  have  been  right  sick  again  since  I  wrote 
to  you  last,2  and  this  same  day  have  I  been 


passing  sick;  it  will  not  out  of  my  stomach 
by  no  mean,  I  am  undone,  I  may  not  eat 
half  enough  when  I  have  most  hunger,  I  am 
so  well  dieted,  and  yet  it  will  not  be.  God 
send  you  heele  (health},  for  (7)  have  none 
three  days  together,  do  the  best  I  can. 

Written  at  Norwich,  the  Monday  next 
before  Saint  Simon  and  Jude,3  in  the  15th 
year  of  Edward  IV. 

JOHN  PASTON. 

Norwich, 

Monday,  23rd  of  October, 
1475.    15  E. IV. 


LETTER    CCCLXIII.— (LXVII.  vol.  ii.  p.  187.) 

[This  letter  contains  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  of  his  funeral.]  John  Mowbray , 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  £<:.,  was  retained  by  Edward  IV.  to  serve  him  in  his  wars  in  France  in  1473 ;  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Talbot,  first  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  died  suddenly  at  his  castle  of  Framlingham 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1475,  15  E.  IV.,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey  church  of  Thetford  in  Norfolk.  Pie  left 
an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  married  in  her  early  age  to  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  who  dying 
without  issue,  the  great  possessions  and  honours  of  this  noble  family  came  to  Sir  John  Howard,  knight,  Lord 
Howard,  whose  mother  was  a  sister  and  co-heir  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  [Though  Sir  John 
says  the  Duke's  death  occurred  "  not  in  the  most  happy  season"  for  him,  he  instantly  took  possession  of  Caister, 
£iud  succeeded  in  retaining  it.] 

Tliis  letter  has  no  direction,  but  it  is  written  either  to  John  Paston,  Esq.,  or  Margaret  Paston. 


LiKe  it  you  to  weet,  that,  not  in  the  most 
happy  season  for  me,  it  is  so  fortuned  that, 
whereas  my 'Lord  of  Norfolk,  yesterday  being 
in  good  health,  this  night  died  about  mid- 
night, wherefore  it  is  for  all  that  loved  him 
to  do  and  help  now  that  that  may  be  to  his 
honour  and  weal  to  his  soul;  arid  it  is  so 
that  this  country  is  not  well  purveyed  of  cloth 
of  gold  for  the  covering  for  his  body  and 
herse;  wherefore  every  man  helping  to  his 
power,  I  put  the  council  of  my  lord  in  com- 
fort that  1  hoped  to  get  one  for  that  day,  if  it 
were  so  that  it  be  not  broken  or  put  to  other 
use ;  wherefore  please  it  you  to  send  me  word  if 
it  be  so  that  ye  have,  or  can  come  by,  the  cloth 
of  tissue  that  I  bought  for  our  father's  tomb, 


and  I  undertake  it  shall  be  saved  again  for 
you  unhurt  at  my  peril  ;  I  deem  hereby  to 
get  great  thanks  and  great  assistance  in  time 
to  come;  and  that  either  Sym  or  Mother 
Brown  may  deliver  it  to  me  to-morrow  by 
seven  of  the  clock. 

Item,  as  for  other  means  I  have  sent  my 
servant  Richard  Toring  to  London,  which  I 
hope  shall  bring  me  good  tidings  again,  and 
within  four  days  I  hope  to  see  you. 

Written  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  day   of 
January,  in  the  15th  year  of  Edward  IV. 
JOHN  PASTON, 

Framlingham , 

Wednesday,  17th  of  January,  1475. 
15  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCLXIV.— (XXVI.  vol.  v.  p.  121.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  writes  to  his  brother  that  his 
entering  so   quickly  upon   Caister   has  been 

1  In  1475,  a  comb  of  oats  sold  for  lid.,  we  have 
therefore  the  value  of  a  hat  in  this  reign.  [The  price 
of  "  hattes  of  \volle"  in  1480,  varied  from  xiid.  to 
viiirf.  each ;  while  bonnets,-iu  the  same  entry,  are 
set  down  at  iis.  vid.  and  iiis.  each.  See  Sir  N.  II. 


very  ill  taken,  "  insomuch  that  some  say  that 
ye  tendered  little  my  lord's  death,  inasmuch 

Nicolas's    '  Wardrobe   Expenses    of    Edward   IV.' 
p.  119.] 

2  [The  extra  clothing  appears  to  have  been  not  so 
efficacious  as  he  had  anticipated.] 

3  28th  of  October. 
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as  ye  would  so  soon  enter  upon  liim  after  his 
decease,  without  advice  andassent  ofmylord'i 

council;  wherefore  it  is  thought  here  by  such 
as  be  your  friends  in  my  lord's  house,  that  if 
my  lady  have  once  the  grant  of  the  wardship  of 
tli*>  child,1  that  she  will  occupy  Caister  with 
r.ther  lands,  and  lay  the  default  on  your  un- 
kind hastiness  of  entry  without  her  assent; 
wherefore  in  any  wise  get  you  a  patent  of  the 


king  ensealed  before    her's,   an    ye  may   by 
any  mean  possible."     We  shall  see  that  this 
advice  was  successfully  followed.     The  rest 
of  the  letter  is   about   raising  of  money   for 
John  Paston.  who  it  appears  was  going 
to  Calais,  as  he  requests  his    brother  t< 
him  excused  from  keeping  a  horse  there  be- 
cause hay   was   so  dear.       Dated    Norwich, 
Tuesday," Jan.  23,  147-").] 


LETTER  CCCLXV.— (LXVIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  191.) 

I  have  «iven  the  whole  of  this  letter  as  com  e\  ing  to  us  some  information  relative  to  the  ordinary  Iran 
of  the  tinx-s.     The  anecdote  of  the  Duke  of  York's  marrying  Amu-,  the  daughter  •>:  tin-  dr< •• 
Nurli.lk,  depending  on   the  duchess  (who  appears  to   have   been   left  with  child  at   the  duk.- - 
liaviiv,'  a  son,   is  I  believe  both  new  and  curious,  and  shows   us   that  alliance*   as   well  hit:. 

nt,  \\cre  estimated  according  to  the  possessions  and  pecuniary  advantages  they  brought  with  them. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  at  Sorwich,  be  this  delivered. 

I    shall    by  the  means  of   Had 
whose  suit  it  was  taken  out :    i 
thing    done  by   craft,  by    the  nie;i: 
that  have  entresse   (itiferest)  in   your  land  to 
the  intent  to  noise  it  theirs,  or  to  make   you 
past  shame  of  the  selling  thei 

Item,  I   have  received  a  letter   from   you 
writen  on  Tuesday  last. 
"     Item,  where  that  (whereat)  son 
my  Lady  of  Norfolk  noise  that!  did  unkindly 
to  send  so  hastily   to  Caister  as  I  did,  tb- 
no  discreet  person  that  so  tliinketh  ;   for  i ' 
lord  had  been  as  kind  tome  as  he  might 
been,  and  according  to  such  . 
as  my    grandfather,  my    fail  :.  and 

I,  have  ought  and  done  to  my  L<<: 
folk  that   dead  been,  and  yet  (f/w/)  if  I  had 
wedded  his  daughter  yet  mu>t  1  have  <l< 
I  did  :  and  moreover,  if  I  had  had 
ing  of  my  lord's  death  jour  h 
I  must  needs  but  .  ; 

a  fool  have  entered  it   ihr  h..iir  I,, -fore  h 
cease;   but  in  el.  •  in  that  ;. 

have  always  me-int    unkindly    to 
feign  that  rumoui  nono 

that    meant   tndy   to  him   ti.  that 

woul  : 
such  .  'iii. 

wouhl  hereafter  be  the  r.itluT  m:n< 
kind)  lady  :  -''"a,  J  thi:. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  letting  you  weet 
that  I  was  informed  by  Richard  Radle  that 
one  Scarlett,  that  was  under  -sheriff  to  Has- 

-  would  sue  to  me  on  your  behalf,  for 
that  ye  were  displeased  with  a  return  of 
nichil3  upon  you  in  the  said  Hastings'  time  ; 
wherefore  Richard  Radle  thought  that  the 

Scarlett  would  be  glad  to  give  a  noble 
(»)*.  &/.)  or  a  rial  (10*.)  for  a  saddle  to  amends, 
.so  that  ye  would  cease  and  stop  the  bill 
which  ye  intend  to  put  into  the  court  against 
his  ma'ster  Hastings.  "Wherefore  the  said 
Scarlett  came  to  me,  and  prayed  me  to  help 
in  the  same,  and  so  I  have  done  my  devoir 
to  feel  of  him  the  mo>t  lie  can  lind  in  his 
stomach  to  depart  with  to  ;  :,  and 

in  conclusion  I  trow  he  shall  give  you  a  dou- 
blet cloth  of  silk,  pri  .ereabout  ; 
which,  upon  sueh  answer  as  I  hear  from  you. 

MI  that  Hishop  the  attorney  .shall,  if  I 
conclude  with  him  on  your  behalf,  pay  in 
money  or  otherwise  to  whom  that  \e  will 

.  here. 

I  [T  !rid    just     been    deli\ercd 

\niie,  mentioned  in  ' 

was  sheriff  <•: 
::iN,  or  Nicliili.  are    issues  whirli   the 

oi1  tlie 
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is  too  reasonable  so  to  be,  for  I  did  it  not  un- 
wist  (unknown^)  to  her  council ;  there  was  no 
man  thought  that  I  should  do  otherwise,  and 
as  to  say  that  I  might,  have  had  my  lady's 
advice  and  leave,  I  might  have  tarried  yet 
ere  I  could  have  spoken  with  her,  or  yet  have 
had  any  body  to  have  moved  her  there  on 
my  behalf,  as  ye  wot  I  did  what  I  could; 
moreover  I  tarried  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wingfield  three  days  there,  for  that  he 
put  me  in  comfort  that  the  Lord  Howard,1 
and  his  brother  Sir  John,  should  have  come 
to  Norwich,  at  whose  coming  he  doubted  not 
but  that  I  should  have  a  good  direction  taken 
for  me  in  that  matter;  they  lay  to  me  un- 
kindness  for  overkindness. 

Item,  as  for  my  matter  here,  it  was  this  day 
before  all  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  among 
them  all  it  was  not  thought  that  in  my  send- 
ing of  Wheatley  thither,  immediately  after 
the  decease  of  the  duke,  that  I  dealt  unkindly 
or  unfittingly,  but  that  I  was  more  unreason- 
ably dealt  with ;  wherefore  let  men  deem 
what  they  will,  greatest  clerks  are  not  always 
wisest  men ;  but  I  hope  hastily  to  have  one 
way  in  it  or  other. 

Item,  I  wend  to  have  found  a  gown  of 
mine  here,  but  it  come  home  the  same  day 
that  I  come  out,  brought  by  Harry  13erker, 
loader  (carrier).  I  would  in  all  haste  pos- 
sible have  that  same  gown  of  puke  *  furred 
with  white  lamb. 


Item,  I  would  have  my  long  russet  gown 
of  the  French  russet  in  all  haste,  for  I  have 
no  gown  to  go  in  here. 

Item,  I  pray  you  recommend  me  to  my 
mother,  and  let  us  all  pray  God  send  my  Lady 
of  Norfolk  a  son,  for  upon  that,  resteth  much 
matter;  for  if  the  king's  son3  marry  my 
lord's  daughter,  the  king  would  that  his  son 
should  have  a  fair  place  in  Norfolk  though  he 
should  give  me  two  times  the  value  in  other 
land  as  I  am  done  to  weet  (informed).  I  pray 
you  send  me  word  of  my  lady's  speed  as 
soon  as  ye  can. 

Item,  as  for  Bowen  I  shall  feel  him  (sound 
his  inclination),  and  should  have  done  though 
ye  had  not  sent. 

Item,  there  is  offered  me  a  good  marriage 
for  my  sister  Anne,  Skipwith's  son  and  heir 
of  Lincolnshire,  a  man  (of)  500  or  600  marks 
(between  3001.  and  4001.)  by  the  year. 

No  more.  Written  at  London  the  27th  day 
of  January,  in  the  15th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

Item,  my  Lady  of  Exeter  4  is  dead,  and  it 
was  said,  that  both  the  old  Duchess  of  Norfolk,5 
and  the  Countess  of  Oxford,  6  were  dead, 
but  it  is  not  so  yet. 

Item,  I  shall  remember  Calais  both  for 
horse  and  all,  £c. 

London,  Saturday, 
27th  of  January,  1475.  15  E.  IV. 


LETTER  CCCLXVL— (XXVII.  vol.  v.  p.  125.) 

curious  enough  for  one  filling  such  an  office^ 
"  This  man  is  mean  of  [of  middle]  stature, 
young  enough,  wellwitted,  well  mannered;  a 
goodly  young  man  on  horse  and  foot;  he  is  well 


[JoiiN  PASTON  writes  to  Lord  Hastings  in  this 
letter,  recommending  to  him  a  person  "meet 
to  be  clerk  of  your  kitchen."  The  descrip- 
tion of  him  is  minute,  and  the  qualifications 


1  Afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

2  Puck  or  pouk  is  an  old  Gothic  word  signifying 
the  devil,  see  Pierce  Plowman,  Spencer,  &c.    Hence 
puke  became  synonymous  to  black,  or  dark  gray, 
and  consequently  might  be  used  for  mourning.     In 
Barrett's  Alveare",  1580,  it  is  explained  as  a  colour 
between  russet  and  black,  and  is  rendered  in  Latin 
by  pullus.      On  Good  Friday  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  always  wore  their  peivhe  g»wens. 

3  Richard  Piantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  second  son 
of  King  Edward  IV.  in  January,  1477,  married  Anne, 
sole  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Mowbrav,  late  Uuke 
of  Norfolk. 

4  Anne,  daughter  of  Richard  Duke  of  York,  sister 

VOL.  ll. 


of  Edward  IV.,  and  widow  of  Henry  Holland,  the 
last  Duke  of  Exeter,  her  first  husband";  she  died  14th 
of  January,  1475,  and  lies  buried  with  Sir  Thomas  St. 
Leger,  knight,  her  second  husband,  in  a  private 
chapel  at  Windsor. 

5  Ellenor,  only  daughter  of  William  Bourchier. 
Earl  of  Ewe,  in  Normandy,  and  widow  of  John 
Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk. 

6  Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  wile  of  John  de  Verc,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
now  a  prisoner  in  the  castle  of  Hammes,  in  Picardy : 
or  it  may  refer  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Oxford,  and  daughter  audheirof  Sir  John  Howard, 
knight. 
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spoken  in  English,  meetly  well  in  French, 
and  very  perfect  in  Flemish;  he  can  write 
and  read;  his  name  is  Richard  Stratton,  his 
mother  is  Mistress  Grame  of  Calais;  and 
when  I  had  showed  him  mine  intent,  he  was 
agreeable  and  very  glad  if  that  it  might 


please  your  lordship  to  accept  him  into  your 
service."     He  also  mentions  having  procured 
two  other  persons  for  his  lordship's  service, 
but  these  seem  to  be  intended  to  serve 
military  capacity.     The  letter  is  dateu 
wich,  Saturday, 'March  2,  1475-6.] 


LETTER  CCCLXVII.— (XXVIII.  vol.  v.  p.  131.) 


[SiR  JOHN  PASTON  in  this  letter  announces 
to  his  brother  or  mother  his  having  crossed  the 
sea  to  Calais,  and  being  safe  and  well  at 
Guisnes.  He  had  gone  with  the  governor  of 
Calais,  Lord  Hastings,  and  informs  his 
brother  that  a  Master  Fit/waiter  intended  to 
return  to  England  in  order  to  settle  at  Attle- 
borough,  and  how  extremely  well-disposed 
the  said  Fitzwalter  was  toward  him.  This 
Fitzwalter  was  son  of  John  Ratclifle,  Lord 


Fitzwalter  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  who  was 
killed  at  Ferrybridge  in  1460.     Master  Fitz- 
walter was  himself  summoned  to  parliament 
as  Lord  Fitzwalter  in    14^5,  but  joini; 
the  rebellion  of  Perkin  Warlock,  he  wa*  ' 
prisoner,  and  confined  in  Calais;  In- 
to escape  from  thence,  but  was  retaken  and 
beheaded.      The    letter    is  dated  Tuesday, 
March  12, 1475-6.] 


LETTER  CCCLXVIII.— (XXIX.  vol.  v.  p.  133.) 


[THE  first  part  of  this  letter,  which  is  from 
John  Paston  in  Norwich  to  his  mother,  dated 
Tuesday,  March,  1475-6,  informs  her  that 
"  my  lady/'  probably  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk, 
had  been  inquiring  whether  she  would  be 
present  at  her  accouchement,  and  recommends 
that  she  should  accede  to  her  wishes  as  it  might 
be  advantageous.  In  the  latter  part  two  curious 
subjects  are  noticed.  He  says  : — "  Here  was 
here  with  me  yesterday,  a  man  from  the  prior 
of  Bromholm,  to  let  me  have  knowledge  of 
the  ill  speech  which  is  in  the  country  now  of 
new  that  the  tomb  [of  his  father]  is  not  made, 
and  .also  he  saith  that  the  cloth  that  lieth  over 
the  grave  is  all  torn  and  rotten,  ajid  is  not 


worth  twopence,  and  he  saith  he  hath  patched 
it  once  or  twice,  wherefore  the  prior  hat). 
to  you  at  the  least  to  send  thither  a  new  cloth 
•before  Easter."     The  other  subject— the    in- 
ability to  procure  tiles  in   a  town  lik- 
wich, — is  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  want  of 
progress  in  manufactures.  Hi  Lister 

Stoley  prayeth  you,  for  God's  sake,  and  ye 
will  do  no  alms  of  tile,  that  he  might  borrow 
some  of  you  till  he  may  buy  some  and  pay 
you  again;    for  one,  the  fairest   chain i 
the  fryars,  standeth  half  uncoveiv  I 
of  tile,  for  here  is  none  to  get  for  no  nu  : 
Dated  Tuesday,  March,  1475-6.] 


LETTER   CCCLXIX.— (LXIX.  vol.  ii.  p.  199.) 

Thii  letter  furnishes  us  with  a  curious  anecdote  relative  t>  K  irl  Rivers,  who,  wo  may  suppose.  h;ul  I- 
piltfrimafje  to  Home;  lor  Caxt.ni  tells  us,  that  In-  was  "  sometime   full   vcri 

pilgrimagis :''  he  likewise  procured  "  ^ret-t  and  larue  iudul^iuee  and  ^rrace  from  our  holy  fader  th.- 
Hut  it  is  plain  he  had  not  procured  a  papal  prolootion  from  i 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  Paston,  at  Norwich,  or  her  ton  John  1'utton,  Esq.,  and  to  each  of  them. 


:    like  if  yon  • 
m    not  certain   yet    whet  In  r   my  lord 


and   I  shall  come   in1  the   week 

before  Ea«ter,  or  eUe  the  week  after  Easter ; 
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wherefore,  mother,  I  beseech  you  to  take  no 
displeasure  with  me  for  my  long  tarrying, 
fur  I  must  do  none  otherwise  for  (fear  of)  dis- 
pleasing of  my  lord. 

I  was  nothing  glad  of  this  journey  if  I 
might  goodly  have  chosen;  nevertheless, 
saving  that  ye  have  cause  to  be  displeased 
with  me  for  the  matter  of  Koketts,  I  am  else 
right  glad,  for  I  hope  that  I  am  far  more  in 
favour  with  my  lord  than  I  was  tofore. 

Item,  I  send  you,  brother  John,  a  letter 
herewith,  which  was  brought  hither  to  Calais 
from  the  George  at  Paul's  Wharf;  I  deem  it 
cometh  from  my  brother  Walter. 

Item,  if  ye  intend  hitherwards,  it  were 
well  done  that  ye  hygthed  (hied)  you,  for  I 
suppose  that  my  lord  will  take  the  view  of  all 
his  retinue  here,  now  before  his  departing ; 
and  I  think  that  he  would  be  better  content 
with  your  coming  now  than  another  time  ;  do 
as  ye  think  best,  and  as  ye  may. 

Item,  where(os)  Master  Fitzwalter  made 
me  to  write  to  you  to  advise  you  to  tarry, 
I  remit  that  to  your  discretion. 

As  for  tidings  here  we  hear  from  all  the 
world;  first,  the  Lord  Rivers  was  at  Rome 
right  well  and  honourably,  and  other  lords 
of  England,  as  the  Lord  Hurmonde, l  the 
Lord  Scrope,2  and  at  their  departing,  twelve 
miles  on  this  half  Rome,  the  Lord  Rivers  was 
robbed  of  all  his  jewels  and  plate,  which  was 
worth  1000  marks3  (6661.  13s.  4rf.)  or 
better,  and  is  returned  to  Rome  for  a  remedy. 


Item,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy4  hath  con- 
quered Lorrain,  and  Queen  Margaret5  shall 
not  now  by  likelihood  have  it;  wherefore 
the  French  king  cherisheth  her  but  easily6 
(slightly,  little);  but  after  this  conquest  of 
Lorrain,  the  duke  took  great  courage  to  go 
upon  the  land  of  the  Swiss  to  conquer  them, 
but  they  berded  (confronted  )  him  at  an  unset 
(un  looked  for)  place,  and  hath  distressed  him, 
and  hath  slain  the  most  part  of  his  vanward, 
and  won  all  his  ordnance  and  artillery,  and 
moreover  all  stuff  that  he  had  in  his  host, 
except  men  and  horse,  that  fled  not;  but 
they  rode  that  night  twenty  miles;  and  so 
the  rich  salets,  7  helmets,  garters,  nowches  8 
gelt  (gold),  and  all  is  gone,  with  tents, 
pavilions,  and  all,  and  so  men  deem  his 
pride  is  abated ;  men  told  him  that  they  were 
froward carles,  buthe  would  not  believe  it,  and 
yet  men  say  that  he  will  to  them  again ;  God 
speed  them  both. 

Item,  Sir  John  Myddleton  took  leave  of 
the  duke  to  sport  him,  but  he  is  set  in  prison 
at  Brussels. 

I  pray  you  send  me  some  word,  if  ye  think 
likely  that  I  may  enter  Caister  when  I  will, 
by  the  next  messenger. 

Written  at  Calais,  in  reasonable  health  of 
body  and  soul,  I  thank  God,  the  21st  day  of 
March,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  Edward  IV. 
JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

Calais,  Thursday, 
21st  of  March,  1475/16  E.  IV. 


LETTER     CCCLXX.— (XXX.  vol.  v.  p.  139.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  writes  from  Norwich  to  his 
mother  of  his  brother,  Sir  John,  having  sud- 
denly departed  for  London  to  the  king  "  for 


1  Quaere,  Lord  Ormond  ? 

£  John  Lord  Scroop,  of  Bolton. 

3  Allowing  for  the  difference  of  weight,  and  value 
of  money  between  this  and  the  present  time,  he  lost 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  4000J. 

4  During    the   preceding  autumn    th,e  Duke    of 
Burgundy,  having    subdued   the    whole   duchy    of 
Lorrain,   he  now  attacked  the   Swiss,  and   took  a 
town  called  Granson  just  as  a  body  of  troops  were 
arriving  to  its  relief;  these  he  went  to  meet  as  they 
came  down  the  narrow  passes  of  the  mountains"; 
when  his  army,  being  seized  with  a  panic,  fled,  and 


the  surety  of  the  manor  of  Caister."  The 
cloth  of  gold,  presented  to  the  Duchess  of 
Norfolk  by  Margaret  Paston,  it  appears  had 


left  his  baggage  to  be  plundered  by  the  enemy. 
"Within  a  short  time  after  this  he  besieged  Morat,  a 
small  town  near  Bern,  when  a  battle  ensued  in  which 
he  was  totally  routed. 

5  This  queen  had  been  lately  delivered  from  her 
imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  to  the   French  king, 
on  his  engaging  to  pay  50,000  crowns  for  her  ransom. 

6  So  in  Letter  XT.,  vol.  i.,  p.  9,  "  I  have  but  easy 
stuff  of  money,"  that  is,  little  store  of  money. 

7  Light  head-pieces. 

8  Embossed  ornaments — chains — buckles,  Sec. 

H  2 
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been  returned;  and  Sir  John  Rays:  "Sir 
Robert  Wingfield  oflered  me  yesterday  twenty 
marks  (13/.  6*.  8rf.)  for  it;  but  I  wot"  well  ye 
shall  have  more  for  it,  if  ye  will  sell  it."  It 
will  be  seen  from  a  subsequent  letter  that  it 
was  to  be  sold  in  order  to  purchase  a  cloth  for 
her  husband*!  tomb,  which  we  have  already 
seen  had  been  much  neglected.  The  latter 


part  of  the  letter  alludes  to  some  domestic 
matter,  imply  ing  that  the  "hostess  at  Fritton.'' 
who  had  been  rebuking  "our  chyldyi 
"  playing  wanton,"  "  hath  gotten  her  such  a 
thing  to  play  with,  that  our  other  chyldyi 
have  leave  to  sport  them.     God  send  her  joy 
cil'  it."     The  letter  is  dated  Sunday,  May  or 
June,  147G.J 


LETTER    CCCLXXL— (XXXI.  vol.  v.  p.  1 11.) 


[IN  this  letter,  dated  Norwich.  May  (5,  147fi, 
J.  Paston  writes  to  his  brother  Sir  John  again 
(,n  the  old  subject  of  marriage.  He  says:  "1 
understand  that  Mistress  Fit/waiter  hath  a 
sister,  a  maid,  to  marry;  I  trow,  an  ye  en- 
treated him,  she  might  come  into  Christian 
men's  hands.  I  pray  you  speak  with  Master 
Fitzwalter  of  that  matter ;  and  ye  may  tell 
him  that  since  he  will  have  my  service,  it 
were  as  good,  an  such  a  bargain  might  be 


made,  that  both  she  and  I  awaited  on  him 
and  my  mistress  his  wife,  at  our  own  costs,  as 
I  alone  to  await  on  him  at  his  cost,  for  tl. 
should  be  sure  that  I  should  not  be  flittii 
I  had  such  a  quarrel  (quarry)  to  keep  i 
home;  an   I   have  his  good  will,  it   is  none. 
impossible  to  bring  about."     He  had  evi<; 
not  seen  the  lady,  but  he  is  constant  to  his 
old  idea  of  bargaining  his  marriage.] 


LETTER    CCCLXXII.-<XXXII.  vol.  v.  p.  1 15.) 


[SiR  JOHN  PASTON  writes  from  London  to  his 
mother  or  brother  of  his  good  success  in  having 
at  length  procured  a  decree  for  the  restitution 
of  the  manor  of  Caister,  which  "  now  lacketh 
nothing  but  the  privy  seals,  and  writing  to 
•  r  Colvill  to  avoid."  He  says,  how- 
ever, "that  it  shall  cost  me  great  money  and 
hath  cost  me  much  labour;  it  is  so  that  the 
king  must  have  an  hundred  marks  (fiG/.  13*. 
4r/.),  and  other  costs  will  draw  forty  marks 
13*.  4rf.y  He  adds  that  he  shall 
"  have  much  pain  fo  g<-f  so  much  money." 

but!.  implish  it  with  the  assistance 

kil   uncle  William,  the    resource   in    all 


straits.     He  lets  us  into  an  approximal 
the  real  value  of  Caister  with   great  n;t 
for   he    states    that    kl  the    king    would    have 
bought  it.  but  he  was  informed  of  the  truth, 
and  that,  it  was  not    for  a  prince,  and  of  tin; 
great  price  that  I  would  sell  it  at,  for  that  I 


might  not  forbear  [do  u'ithout~\  it,  for  [though"] 
he  should  have  paid  two  thousand  marks 
(1333/.  G.v.  S»/.),  or  more  if  lie  had  had  if. 

Sir  John  semis   f.-  have   be.  ; 
by    his  success.   f,,r  lie  add: 
;:i  Paston.  knight,  and  1 
nn  -Monday  the  2Clh   . 

in  fact  the  2inh.J 


LETTER    CCCLXXm.— (XXXIIL  roi 


[Tins  letter  contains  a  very  curi-. 

•nnij    in   man  .a !_•»'.       It 
John 

•    length   to  have 


cuine   to    t,-r:i  ^\r   John 

bound  in  live  hundred  marks  (333A 
G*.  8</.)  I  think   it  is  too  much;  whereas  I 
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felt  [^understood]  by  you  ye  should  have  with 
the  gentlewoman  but  four  hundred  marks 
(26G/.  13s.  4r/.);  nevertheless  I  agree;  but  ye 
shall  understand  that  I  will  not  be  bound  for 
you  that  ye  shall  make  her  jointure  past  20/. 
by  year,  within  a  certain  day  limited,  be  it 
one  year  or  two,  that  is  the  largest  that  ye 
may  perform ;  for  as  for  the  manor  of  Spar- 
ham,  my  mother  and  ye  accord  not  in  your 
sayings;  she  will  nought  grant  you  therein 
while  she  liveth,  save,  as  she  saith  to  me,  she 
hath  granted  you  ten  marks  (61,  13*.  4t/.) 
by  year  till  40/.  be  paid,  that  is  but  six 
years;  and  after  her  death  she  will  agree  with 
good  will,  so  that  it  may  your  preferment 
[preferment — advantage],  that  ye  should  have 
that  manor  in  jointure  with  your  wife  to  the 
longer  liver  of  you  both,  paying  ten  marks 
(6/.  13*.  id.}  by  year,  so  [imperfect  in  M.S.] 
or  as  she  will  that  it  shall  be  ;  therefore  as 
for  fifty  marks  (33/.  6s.  8rf.)  jointure,  I  pray 
you  bind  me  in  no  such  clause  ;  but  if  it  be 
for  20/.  by  a  reasonable  day,  and  twenty 
marks  (13/.  6s.  8</.)  after  the  decease  of  my 
mother."  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  "  ye  make 


you  surer  than  I  deem  you  be,  for  I  deem 
that  her  friends  will  not  be  content  with 
Bedingfield's  surety,  nor  yours  ;  I  deem  this 
matter  will  occupy  longer  leisure  than  ye 
deem  for.  Item,  I  remember  that  this  money 
that  she  should  have  is  not  ready,  but  in  the 
hands  of  merchants  of  the  staple,  which  at  a 
proof  ye  shall  find  per  case  so  slack  payers 
that  ye  might  be  deceived  thereby ;  I  know 
divers  have  lost  money  ere  they  could  get 
their  dues  out  of  the  staple."  This  is  very 
curious,  as  the  merchants  of  the  staple  have 
been  generally  considered  as  so  opulent,  that 
their  security  would  have  been  undeniable. 
If  the  lady  here  in  question  was  Mistress 
Fitzwalter's  sister,  the  negotiation  was  fruit- 
less, as  the  marriage  was  not  effected.  Sir 
John  then  reminds  his  brother  of  "  the  gown 
cloth  of  old  camblet,  I  would  have  it  home 
for  my  sister  Ann,  ye  forgot  it ;  I  pray  you 
send  it  home  by  the  next  messenger."  He 
concludes  his  letter  by  saying,  "  Blessed  be 
God,  I  have  Caister  at  my  will ;  God  hold  it 
better  than  it  (has)  done  heretofore."  Dated 
Sunday,  June  30,  1476.] 


LETTER    CCCLXXIV.— (XXXI V.  vol.  v.  p.  153.) 


[MARGARET  Paston  being  absent  from  home, 
though  it  is  not  said  where,  writes  to  her 
steward  or  some  trusty  domestic,  about  various 
matters,  in  all  of  which  he  has  given  her 
much  satisfaction.  The  principal  matter  is 
of  her  son  Walter.  We  must  premise  that 
she  says  some  letters  had  miscarried  that 
should  have  been  brought  by  Thomas  Holler's 
son.  She  then  proceeds — "  Wherefore  I  pray 
you  heartily,  if  it  be  no  disease  to  you,  that 
ye  will  take  the  labour  to  bring  Walter  where 
he  should  be,  and  to  purvey  for  him  that  he 
may  be  set  in  good  and  sad  [sober]  rule,  for 
I  were  loath  to  lose  him,  for  I  trust  to  have 
more  joy  of  him  than  I  have  of  them  that  be 
older ;  though  it  be  more  cost  to  me  to  send 
you  forth  with  him,  I  hold  me  pleased,  for  I 
wot  well  ye  shall  best  purvey  for  him,  and 
for  such  things  as  is  necessary  for  him,  than 
another  should  do,  after  mine  intent.  As  for 
any  horse  to  lead  his  gear,  methink  it  were 
best  that  ye  purvey  at  Cambridge,  less  than 


(unless}  ye  can  get  any  carrier  from  thence  to 
Oxford  more  hastily,  and  I  marvel  that  the 
letters  come  not  to  me,  and  whether  I  may 
lay  the  default  to  the  father  or  to  the  son 
thereof.  And  I  will  Walter  should  be  coupled 
with  a  better  than  Holler's  son  is  there,  as  he 
shall  be  ;  howbeit  I  would  not  that  he  should 
make  never  the  less  of  him,  by  cause  he  is  his 
countryman  and  neighbour  ;  and  also  I  pray 
you  write  a  letter  in  my  name  to  Walter, 
after  that  ye  have  known  mine  intent  before 
j  this  to  him  ward ;  so  that  he  do  well,  learn 
well,  and  be  of  good  rule  and  disposition, 
there  shall  nothing  fail  him  that  I  may  help 
with  so  that  it  be  necessary  to  him  ;  and  bid 
him  that  he  be  riot  too  hasty  of  taking  of 
orders  that,  should  bind  him,  till  that  he  be  of 
twenty-four  years  of  age  or  more,  though  he 
be  counselled  the  contrary,  for  often  rape 
(haste}  rueth.  I  will  love  him  better  to  be  a 
good  secular  man  than  a  lewd  (ignorant) 
priest."  The  whole  of  this  is  said  in  good 
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sound  sense  and  in  most  excellent  feeling, 
and  is  alike  honourable  to  her  head  and  her 
heart,  and  creditable  to  her  epistolary  powers. 
The  object  of  this  good  counsel  and  maternal 
care  was  her  fourth  son ;  he  took  his  degree 
at  Oxford  in  1479,  and  died  soon  afterwards. 
The  rest  of  her  letter  relates  to  the  illness  of 
her  cousin  Berneys,  and  here  her  good  and 
right  feelings  are  again  displayed.  She  says, 
"  And  I  pray  you  gif  my  white  wine,  or  any 
of  my  waters,  or  any  other  thing  that  I  have 
that  is  in  your  award,  may  do  him  comfort, 
let  him  have  it,  for  I  would  be  right  sorry  if  : 
anything  should  come  to  him  but  good;  and 
for  God's  sake  advise  him  to  do  make  his  will 
if  it  be  not  done,  and  to  do  well  to  my  cousin  I 
his  wife,  and  else  it  were  pity.''  She  after-  j 
wards  remembers  "  that  water  of  mint  or  water  I 


of  millefoil  (yarrow — Achillcc'a  iinll?f 
were  good  for  my  cousin  Berney  to  drink  for 
to  make  him  to  brouke;  and  if  they  send  to 
Dame  Elizabeth  Calthorpe,  there  ye  shall  not 
fail  of  one  or  both,  she  hath  other  waters  to 
make  folks  to  brouke."  We  do  not  know 
exactly  the  meaning  of  " brouke;"  in  Percy's 
Reliques  the  word  "brok"  is  used  in  the  sense 
of  enjoy  or  please,  but  it  will  not  bear  that 
meaning.  It  may  be  from  the  German  bre- 
chen,  to  be  sick,  but  mint-water  can  Uardly  be 
an  emetic.  She  speaks  very  favourably  of 
the  place  where  she  is  staying:  "Me  liketh 
mine  abiding  and  the  count  r  wi-11, 

and   I    trust  when  summer  cometh  and  fair 
weather  I  shall  like  it  better,  for  I  a 
here  but  too  well."     This  ii/  'er  is 

dated  Monday,  Jan.  about  HI- 


LETTER    CCCLXXV.— (XXXV.  vol.  v.  p.  159.) 


[THIS  letter  is  from  Dame  Elizabeth  Brews, 
the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Brews,  of  Stinton 
Hall  in  Salle,  and  of  Topcroft,  to  John  Paston, 
and  is  chiefly  interesting  as  being  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  treaty  for  a  wife,  that  at 
length  proved  successful.  Dame  Brews  seems 
from  the  first  to  have  been  decidedly  favour- 


able to  him,  and  this  letter  contains  an  urgent 

invitation  to  come  to  Topcroft  and 

of  her  influential  relations,  she  promisj 

the  mean  time  that  she  will  "  go  as  well  and 

as  rightfully  and   as   consc;-  *cien- 

tiotixlij}  as  I  can  for  both  the  parties."     It  is 

dated  Jan.  or  Feb.  of  either  1176  or  1 177.] 


LETTER  CCCLXX VI.— (XXXVI.  vol.  v.  p.  161.) 


[ANOTHER  letter,  evidently  quickly  following 
the  preceding,  from  Dame  Elizabeth  Brews  to 
John  Paston.  She  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  progress  she  has  already  made. 
"I  sent  mine  husband  a  bill  of  the  matter 
that  ye  know  of.  and  he  wrote  another  bill  to 
me  again  touching  the  same  matter,  and  ho 
v.  nld  that  ye  should  go  unto  my  mistress 
your  mother,  and  assay  if  ye  might  get  tin- 
whole  20/.  into  your  hands,  and  then  he 
•would  be  more  glad  to  marry  with  you.  and 
will  give  you  an  1  (»(•/.;  and.  raisin,  that 
day  that  she  is  married  my  father  [Sir  ' 
Debenham]  will  give  her  fifty  marks  (33/.  6*. 
*W.).  But  an  we  accord  I  shall  give  ; 
great  treasure,  that  ig,  a  witty  gentlew. 


and.  if  I  say  it.  both  good  and  virtuous 

if  I  should  take   money  for  her  I  v.oul 

give  her  for  a  liHIil/. ;   but.  c 

go  much,  th.it  1   would  think  hrr 

on     you    an   she1    were    worth    nr 

Parental    fund  ness    is    here   very    pleasingly 

exhibited,   but  the  MIIUS  mention' 

.ire    much    smaller  th.i,  .lohn 

:i   had   been    bar-a'miii.- 
and  we  may.  tin-- 
estimated :  -  tod  virtue, 
concludes  with  another  invitation  • 
It  is  dated  in  Jan.  i-r  Feb.  about   I  I  , 

1  [Erroneously  vrinte.l  ge  in  Fcnn.] 
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LETTER  CCCLXXVII.— (LXX.  vol.  ii.  p.  205.) 

The  politicians  of  these  times,  we  here  see,  looked  upon  the  death  of  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
as  an  event  of  great  importance  to  all  Europe.  He  was  dismounted  from  his  horse,  and  slain  in  a  battle 
fought  on  the  5th  of  January,  1476,  before  Nancy,  the  capital  city  of  Lorrain,  between  his  forces  and  those 
of  Renate,  Duke  of  Lorrain. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  at  Norwich,  in  haste. 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you;  letting  you  weet 
that  yesterday  began  the  great  council,  to 
which  all  the  estates  of  the  land  shall  come 
to,  but  if  (unless^)  it  be  for  great  and  reason- 
able excuses;  and  I  suppose  the  chief  cause 
of  this  assembly  is  to  commune  what  is  best 
to  do  now  upon  the  great  change  by  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  for  the 
keeping  of  Calais  and  the  Marches,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  amities  taken  lately, 
as  well  with  France  as  now  with  the  members 
of  Flanders ;  whereto  I  doubt  not  there  shall 
be  in  all  haste  both  the  Dukes  of  Clarence 
and  Gloucester,  whereof  I  would  that  my 
brother  Edmund  wist. 

Item,  I  feel  but  little  effect  in  the  labour 
of  W.  Alyngton,  nevertheless  I  deem  it  is 
not  for  you,  she  shall  not  pass  200  marks  as 
far  as  I  can  understand  apart. 

Item,  I  will  not  forget  you  otherwise. 

Item,  it  is  so  that  this  day  I  hear  great 
likelihood  that  my  Lord  Hastings  shall 
hastily  go  to  Calais  with  great  company ;  if 
I  think  it  be  for  you  (for  your  advantage)  to 
be  one,  I  shall  not  forget  you. 

Item,  this  day  the  matter  between  Mrs. 


Anne  Hawte  and  me  hath  been  soor  (in  a 
sure  manner}  broken  both  to  the  cardinal,1 
to  my  lord  chamberlain,2  and  to  myself,  and 
I  am  in  good  hope ;  when  I  hear  and  know 
more,  I  shall  send  you  word. 

It  seemeth  that  the  world  is  all  quavering, 
it  will  re  boil  somewhere,  so  that  I  deem 
young  men  shall  be  cherished,  take  your 
heart  to  you ;  I  fear  that  I  cannot  be  ex- 
cused, but  that  I  shall  forth  with  my  Lord 
Hastings  over  the  sea,  but  I  shall  send  you 
word  in  haste,  and  if  I  go  I  hope  not  to  tarry 
long. 

Item,  to  my  brother  Edmund.  I  am  like 
to  speak  with  Mistress  Dixon  in  haste,  and 
some  deem  that  there  shall  be  condescended 
that  if  E.  P.  (Edmund  Pasto*)  come  to 
London  that  his  costs  shall  be  paid  for. 

I  shall  hastily  send  you  word  of  more- 
things. 

Written  at  London,  the  14th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  16th  year  of  Edward  IV.,  the 
Friday  afore  Fastingong  (Fasting-going,  i.  e.. 
Lent).  JOHN  PASTON,  knight*. 

London,  Friday,  14th  of 
February,  1476.  16  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCLXXVIII.— (LXXI.  vol.  ii.  p.  209.) 

This  is  another  curious  letter  from  Lady  Brews.    We  here  see  that  the  custom  of  choosing  valentines  was  A 
sport  practised  in  the  houses  of  the  gentry  at  this  time. 

To  my  worshipful  cousin,  John  Paston3  be  this  bill  delivered,  fyc,    . 


COUSIN,  I  recommend  me  unto  you,  thanking 
you  heartily  for  the  great  cheer  ye  made  me 
and  all  my  folks  the  last  time  that  I  was  at 
Norwich  ;  and  ye  promised  me  that  ye  would 
never  break  the  matter  to  Margery4  unto 

1  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

2  William,  Lord  Hastings.    Though  this  import- 
ant  business  between  Sir  John  Paston  and  Mrs. 
Anne  Hawte  has  been  so  often  mentioned,  it  has 
never  been  so  clearly  stated  as  to  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained. 


such  time  as  ye  and  I  were  at  a  point  But 
ye  have  made  her  such  (an)  advocate  for 
you,  that  I  may  never  have  rest  night  nor 
day  for  calling  and  crying  upon  to  bring  the ' 
said  matter  to  effect,  &c. 


3  John  Paston  was  the  next  brother  to  Sir  John 
Paston,  knight,  and  his  heir  in  1479.     He  was  high- 
sheriff  of  Norfolk,  &c.,  in  1485,  created  a  knight 
banneret  in  1487,  and  died  in  1503. 

4  Margery,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Brews,  of  Stinton  Hall,  in  Sall«. 
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And,  cousin,  upon  Friday  is  Saint  Valen- 
tine's Day,  and  every  bird  chuseth  liim  a 
make  (mate)  ;  and  if  it  like  you  to  come  on 
Thursday  at  7iight,  and  so  purvey  you  that 
ye  may  abide  there  till  Monday,  I  trust  to 
God  that  ye  shall  so  speak  to  mine  husband ; 
and  I  shall  pray  that  we  shall  bring  the 
matter  to  a  conclusion,  &c. 

For,  cousin,  "  it  is  but  a  simple  oak, 
That's  cut  down  at  the  first  stroke," 

for  ye  will   be   reasonable   I    trust  to  God, 


which  have  you  ever  in  his  merciful  keep- 
ing, &c.  By  your  cousin. 

DAMK  Ki.i/viiKiii  B:: 
Otherwise  shall  be  called  by  God's  grace.1 


Between  the  8th  and  14th 
of  February,  l47fi-7.    l»i  K.  IV. 


[That  Li,  not  cousin,  but  en.] 


LETTER   CCCLXXIX — (LXXII.  vol.  ii.  p.  21 1.) 

.Some  parts  of  the  letter  seem  intended  for  verse,  as  the  lines,  though  unequal,  rhyme.     I  have  written  them, 
in  the  modernised  letter,  so  that  the  rhymes  end  the  lines,  though  perhaps  I  am  wrong.     Th- 
conscious  that  she  has  opened  her  heart  in  the  letter,  and  with  a  Incoming  modesty  eonj  . 
that  it  may  "  be  seyn  of  uon'  erthely  creatur  safe  only  himself."     [This  is  certainly  an  hit- 
men oi'the  love-letters  of  a  young  lady  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  »oes  far  to  justify  John 
choice,  though  from  the  tenour  of  her  letter  he  does  not  seem  perfectly  satisfied  with  her  fortuu. 
have  )>eeii  endeavouring  to  get  it  increased  ;  the  lady  indeed  fears  that  it  may  break  off  the  match  ;    . 
the  next  letter  appears  to  ha^e  been  nearly  the  case  ;  her  o«u  sentiments  are  much  more  honourable  and 
disinterested.     We  have  great  doubts  as  to  the  intended  versification,  but  we  have  let  it  stand.] 

Unto  my  right  well-beloved  valentine,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  bill  delivered. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful,  and  my  right 
well-beloved  Valentine,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you,  full  heartily  desiring  to  hear  of 
your  welfare,  which  I  beseech  Almighty  God 
long  for  to  preserve  unto  his  pleasure  and 
your  heart's  desire. 

And  if  it  please  you  to  hear  of  my  welfare, 
I  am  not  in  good  heele  (health)  of  body  nor 
of  heart,  nor  shall  be  till  I  hear  from  you  ; 

For  there  wottys  (hnowi)  no  creature  what  pain 

that  I  endure, 
And  for  to  be  dead  (for  my  life),  I  dare  it  not 

dyscur"  (di$cwer). 

And  my  lady   my  mother  hath   laboured 
the  matter  to  my  father  full  diligently,  but 
sh  •  can  no  more  get  than  ye  know  of,  for  the 
which  God  knuweth  I  am  full  sorry.      Hut  if 
that   ye  love  me,  as  I  trust  verily  that,  ye  do, 
ye  will   not  leave  me  therefnre  ;   i'or  if  tl 
had   not  half  the  livelihood  t'/iaf   ye  ha\  • 
to   do  the  greatest    labour   that   any    woman 
alive  might,  I  would  not  forsake  you. 


And  if  ye  command  me  to  keep  me  true  wherever 
I  go, 

I    wis  I  will  de  all   my  might  you  to  love,  and 
never  no  mo. 
And  if  my  friends  say  that  I  do  amiss. 

They  shall  not  me  let  so  for  to  do. 
Mine  heart  me  bids  evermore  to  love  you 

Truly  over  all  earthly  thing. 
And  it'  they  lx>  never  so'wrath, 
I  trust  it  shall  be  better  in  time  coming. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  t 
Trinity  have  you  in  keeping:  and  I  bet 
you  that  this  bill  be  not  seen  of  none  earthly 
creature  save  only  yourself,  &c. 

And   this  letter   was   endited    at  Topcroft, 
with  full  heavy  heart,  &c. 

By  your  own 


Tope 

. 
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LETTER    CCCLXXX.— (LXXIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  215.) 

J.  Paston  seems  by  this  letter  to  have  answered  the  last,  but  not  to  her  satisfaction,  respecting  his  being  con- 
tent to  take  her  svitli  the  fortune  her  father  proposed  to  give  on  her  marriage.  She  acknowledges  the 
pleasure  it  would  give  her  to  find  that  he  would  marry  her  \\  ith  the  fortune  her  father  had  fixed ,  and  with 
great  sensibility  requests  him,  if  he  cannot  acquiesce,  not  to  come  to  Topcroft,  but  to  let  matters  remain  as 
they  were.  The  letter,  at  the  same  time  that  it  acknowledges  her  regard  for  .1.  Paston,  shows  that  she 
had  a  proper  attention  to  her  own  consequence  and  her  father's  determination.  [It  is  indeed  a  most  frank, 
kind-hearted,  and  right-minded  letter.  It  makes  one  thoroughly  ashamed  of  the  brokering  spirit  of  her 
Valentine,  and  fearful  that  her  anticipation  of  being  "  the  merriest  maiden  on  ground  "  could  in  any  case 
hardly  be  realised.] 

To  my  right  well-beloved  cousin,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  delivered,  Sfc. 

God  knoweth  ;  and  I  let  you  plainly  under- 
stand that  my  father  will  no  more  money 
part  withal  in  that  behalf,  but  an  100/.  and 
50  marks  (33/.  6s.  &/.),  which  is  right  far 
from  the  accomplishment  of  your  desire. 

Wherefore,  if  that  ye  could  be  content  with 
that  good  and  my  poor  person  I  would  be 
the  merriest  maiden  on  ground ;  and  if  ye 
think  not  yourself  so  satisfied,  or  that  ye 
might  have  much  more  good,  as  I  have 
understood  by  you  afore;  good,  true,  and 
loving  Valentine,  that  ye  take  no  such  labour 
upon  you  as  to  come  more  for  that  matter, 
but  let  (ivhat}  is,  pass,  and  never  more  to  be 
spoken  of,  as  I  may  be  your  true  lover  and 
beadwomaii  during  my  life. 

No  more  unto  you  at  this  time,  but  Al- 
mighty Jesu  preserve  you  both  body  and 
soul,  &c. 

By  your  Valentine, 

MARGERY  BREWS. 

Topcroft,  1476-7. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  well-beloved  Valen- 
tine, in  my  most  humble  wise  I  recommend 
me  unto  you,  &c.  And  heartily  I  thank  you 
for  the  letter  which  that  ye  send  me  by  John 
Beckerton,  whereby  I  understand  and  know 
that  ye  be  purposed  to  come  to  Topcroft  in 
short  time,  and  without  any  errand  or  matter 
but  only  to  have  a  conclusion  of  the  matter 
betwixt  my  father  and  you ;  I  would  be  most 
glad  of  any  creature  alive  so  that  the  matter 
might  grow  to  effect.  And  thereas  (whereas} 
ye  say,  and  (if}  ye  come  and  find  the  matter 
no  more  towards  you  than  ye  did  aforetime, 
ye  would  no  more  put  my  father  and  my 
lady  my  mother  to  no  cost  nor  business  for 
that  cause  a  good  while  after,  which  causeth 
mine  heart  to  be  full  heavy  ;  and  if  that  ye 
come,  and  the  matter  take  to  none  effect, 
then  should  I  be  much  more  sorry  and  full  of 
heaviness. 

And  as  for  myself  I  have  done  arid  under- 
stand J  in  the  matter  that  I  can  or  may,  as 


LETTER   CCCLXXXI.— (LXXIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  217.) 

This  letter  seems  written  by  a  common  friend  of  both  the  parties,  who  appears  solicitous  for  the  marriage 
taking  effect.  He  informs  J.  Paston  that  in  addition  to  the  fortune  intended  to  be  given  by  Sir  Thomas 
Brews,  the  furniture  of  her  chamber  and  her  apparel  should  amount  to  the  sum  of  100  marks,  or  66/.  13s. 
4d.  And  he  hints,  as  from  Lady  Bresvs,  that  they  should  te  entertained  at  her  table  for  three  years  after 
their  marriage.  [This  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  want  of  currency.  Here,  as  in  many  other  instances, 
we  see  that  persons  possessing  a  superfluity  of  the  products  of  their  landed  property,  had  great  difficulty  in 
converting  it  into  money.  The  entertainment  for  three  years  of  the  married  couple  was  thought  less  of 
than  any  the  slightest  increase  of  the  dowry  money.] 

Unto  my  right  worshipful  master,  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  bill  delivered,  fyc. 


RIGHT  worshipful  Sir,  I  recommend  me  unto 
you;  letting  you  know,  as  for  the  young 
gentlewoman,  she  oweth  you  her  good  heart 
and  love  ;  as  I  know  by  the  communication 
that  I  have  had  with  her  for  the  same. 

And,  Sir,  ye  know  what  my  master  and 

1  [Probably  understood — supported— acted  in.] 


my  lady  hath  proffered  with  her,  200  marks 
(133/.  6s.  8d.),  and  I  dare  say,  that  her 
chamber  and  arayment  (apparel)  shall  be 
worth  100  marks  (66/.  13s.  4.d.),  and  I 
heard  my  lady  say  that  and  (if)  the  case 
required,  both  ye  and  she  should  have  your 
board  with  my  lady  three  years  after. 

And  I  understand   by  my  lady  that  she 
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would  that  ye  should  labour  the  matter  to 
my  master,  for  it  should  be  the  better. 
And  I  heard  my  lady  say, 

"  That  it  was  a  feeble  oak, 
That  was  cut  down  at  the  first  stroke." 

And  ye  be  beholden  unto  my  lady  fur  her 
good  word,  for  she  hath  never  praised  you 
too  much.1 


Sir,  like  as  I  promised  you,  I  am  your 
man,  and  my  good  will  ye  shall  have  in 
word  and  deed,  &c. 

And  Jesu  have  you  in  his  merciful  keep- 
ing, &c. 

By  your  man, 

THOMAS  KEI.A. 
February,  1476-7. 
16E.IV, 


L  K  T  T  E  R    CCCLXXXII.— (LXXV.  vol.  ii.  p.  221.) 

\Ve  find  by  this  letter  that  J.  Fasten  was  as  desirous  of  having  all  obstacles  to  the  match  removed,  as  the 
lady  could  be,  and  now  writes  from  the  house  where  she  was,  and  to  which  I  suppose  he  went  on  the 

receipt  of  her  last  letter.     lie  takes  great  pains  to  explain  the  reason  f<>r  th»  meeting  ;it  Norwich  to  have 
been  fixed  by  his  desire,  fearing  his  mother  might  have  l>een  displeased  with  any  alteration  in  the  • 
plan.    [To  us  it  rather  appears  that,  not  being  able  to  get  a  larger  fortune,  and  having  IK-CM 
disappointed,  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  accept  of  this,  and  to  trust  to  future  expectations;    hoping 
that  his  future  father-in-law  would  be  kind  to  him,  "  though  he  be  hard  to  me  ;is  yet."     What  could  induce 
Sir.  J.  Fenn  to  say  that  he  "  was  as  desirous  of  having  all  obstacles  removed  ns  the  lad\  could  be,"  we 
cannot  conceive.     His  care  for  his  mother  is,  however,  a  redeeming  trait  in  his  chara 

To  my  right  worshipful  mother,  Margaret  Pas  ton. 


RIGHT  worshipful  mother,  after  all  duties  of 
recommendation,  in  as  humble  wise  as  I  can 
I  beseech  you  of  your  daily  blessing.  Mother, 
please  it  you  to  weet,  that  the  cause  that 
Dame  Elizabeth  Brews  desireth  to  meet  with 
you  at  Norwich,  and  not  at  Langley  as  I  ap- 
pointed with  you  at  my  last  being  at  Mauteby, 
is  by  my  means ;  for  my  brother  Thomas 
Jermyn,  which  knoweth  nought  of  the  mate 
(match),  telleth  me  that  the  Causey  ere  ye 
can  come  to  Bokenham  Ferry  is  so  overflown 
that  there  is  no  man  that  may  on  ethe  [in 
eate]  pass  it,  though  he  be  right  well  horsed ; 
which  is  no  meet  way  for  you  to  pass  over,  God 
defend  (forbid)  it.  But,  all  things  reckoned, 
it  shall  be  less  cost  to  you  to  be  at  Norwich, 
as  for  a  day  or  tweyn  and  pass  not  [not 
beyond],  than  to  meet  at  Langley,  where 
everything  is  dear;  and  your  horse  may  be 
sent  home  again  the  same  Wednesday. 

Mother,  I  beseech  you  for  diverse  causes 
that  my  sister  Anne  may  come  with  you  to 
Norwich ;  mother,  the  matter  is  in  a  reason- 
able good  way,  and  I  trust  with  God's  mercy, 
and  with  your  good  help,  that  it  shall  take 
effect  better  to  mine  advantage  than  I  told 
you  of  at  Mauteby;  for  I  trow  there  is  not  a 
kinder  woman  living  than  I  shall  have  to  my 


1  That  is,  deservedly  praised  you ;  for  though  she 
hath  praised  you  much,  her  praise  is  not  above  your 
merit. 


mother-in-law  if  the  matter  take ;  nor 
kinder  father-in-law  than  I  shall  have,  though 
he  be  hard  to  me  as  yet. 

All  the  circumstances  of  the  matter,  which 
I  trust  to  tell  you  at  your  coming  to  Norwich, 
could  not  be  written  in  three  leaves  of  paper, 
and  ye  know  my  lewd  (poor)  head  well 
enough,  I  may  not  write  long,  wherefore  I 
fery  over  (defer)  all  things  till  I  may  await 
on  you  myself.  I  shall  do  tonnen  (cause  to 
be  tunned)  into  your  place  a  dozen  ale,  and 
bread  according,  against  Wednesday.  If 
Sym  might  be  forborn  (tpared)  it  were  well 
done  that  he  were  at  Norwich  on  Wednesday 
in  the  morning  at  market.  Dame  Elizabeth 
Brews  shall  lie  at  John  Cook's;2  if  it  might 
please  you,  I  would  be  glad  that  she  n 
dine  in  your  house  on  Thursday,  for  there 
should  you  have  most  secret  talking. 
And,  mother,  at  the  reverence  < 
beware  that  ye  be  so  purveyed  lor  that  ye 
take  no  cold  by  the  way  toward  - 
for  it  is  the  most  perilous  March  that  ever 
was  seen  by  any  man's  days  that  now  liveth  ; 
and  I  pray  to  J.-  r.«. 

Written  at  Topcroft  tin-  8tt  •! 

Your  sun  and  humble  servant. 

Jon 

Topcroft,  Saturdav, 

8th  _____ 

3  John  Cook  was  mayor  of  Norwich  in 
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LETTER    CCCLXXXIIL— (LXXVI.  vol.  li.  p.  225.) 

This  letter,  I  suppose,  accompanied  one  from  .7.  Paston,  in  which  the  exact  terms  were  specified,  to  his  brother 
Sir  John.  Sir  Thomas  Biews  seemed  to  expect  that  Sir  John  Paston  would  likewise  do  something  for  his 
brother  on  this  occasion.  [Sir  Thomas  seems  certainly  to  be  a  "  hard  "  determined  man,  but  John  Paston 
appears  to  have  wrung  at  least  the  loan  of  a  considerable  sum  from  him.  Sir  Thomas  died  in  H82.] 

To  my  right  worshipful  cousin,  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  letter  delivered,  fyc. 


RIGHT  worshipful,  and  my  heartily  well-be- 
loved cousin,  I  recommend  me  unto  you, 
desiring  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  which  I  pray 
God  may  be  as  continually  good  as  I  would 
have  mine  own ;  and,  cousin,  the  cause  of 
my  writing  unto  you,  at  this  time,  is  I  feel 
(perceive')  well  by  my  cousin  John  Paston 
your  brother,  that  ye  have  understanding  of  a 
matter  which  is  in  communication  touching 
a  marriage,  with  God's  grace,  to  be  concluded 
betwixt  my  said  cousin  your  brother  and  my 
daughter  Margery,  which  is  far  communed 
and  not  yet  concluded,  nor  neither  shall  nor 
may  be  till  I  have  answer  from  you  again 
of  your  good  will  and  assent  to  the  said 
matter ;  and  also  of  the  obligation  which 
that  I  send  you  herewith ;  for,  cousin,  I 
would  be  sorry  to  see  either  my  cousin  your 
brother,  or  my  daughter,  driven  to  live  so 
mean  a  life  as  they  should  do,  if  the  six 
score  pounds  should  be  paid  (out)  of  their 
marriage  money ;  and,  cousin,  I  have  taken 
myself  so  near  in  levying1  of  this  said  six 
score  pounds,  that  whereas  I  had  laid  up  an 


100/.  for  the  marriage  of  a  younger  daughter 
of  mine,  I  have  now  lent  the  said  100/.,  and 
20/.  over  that,  to  my  cousin  your  brother,  to  be 
paid  again  by  such  easy  days  as  the  obligation 
which  I  send  you  herewith  specifies. 

And,  cousin,  I  were  right  loath  to  bestow 
so  much  upon  one  daughter  that  the  other  her 
sisters  should  fare  the  worse;  wherefore, 
cousin,  if  ye  will  that  this  matter  shall  take 
effect  under  such  form  as  my  cousin  your 
brother  hath  written  unto  you,  I  pray  you 
put  thereto  your  good  will,  and  some  of  your 
cost,  as  I  have  done  of  mine  more  largely 
than  ever  I  purpose  to  do  to  any  two  of  her 
sisters,  as  God  knowetu  tiiine  intent,  whom  I 
beseech  to  send  you  your  levest  (dearest) 
heart's  desire. 

Written  at  Topcroft,  the  8th  day  of  March, 
&c.  By  your  cousin, 

THOMAS  BREWS,  knight. 

Topcroft, 

Saturday,  8th  of  March, 
1476.    17  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCLXXXIV.— (XXXVII.  vol.  v.  p.  165.) 


[SiR  JOHN  PASTON  here  writes  from  Calais  to 
his  brother  John  about  his  marriage  with 
Margery  Brews,  with  which  match  he  seems 
well  content,  saying,  "  Bykerton  telleth  me 
that  "she  loveth  you  well ;  if  I  died,  I  had  lever 
ye  had  her  than  the  Lady  Wargrave  \lValde- 
ffrave],  nevertheless  shesingeth  well  with  an 
harp."  The  Lady  Wargrave  appears  to 
have  been  another  sought -for  match  of  the 
indefatigable  John  Paston's,  and  even  yet  an- 
other is  alluded  to  somewhat  humorously  in 
this  same  letter.  Sir  John  Paston  says,  "  as  for 
this  matter  of  Mistress  Burley  I  hold  it  but  a 


bare  thing ;  I  hold  that  it  passeth  not  [he-re 
the  number  is  torn  from  the  letter]  marks,  I 
saw  her  for  your  sake  ;  she  is  a  little  one,  she 
may  be  a  woman  hereafter  if  she  be  not  old 
now ;  her  person  seemeth  thirteen  years  of  age, 
her  years  men  say  be  full  eighteen ;  she 
knoweth  not  of  the  matter  I  suppose,  never- 
theless she  desired  to  see  me,  as  glad  as  I  was 
to  see  her.''  The  letter  is  dated  Sunday, 
March  9,  1476-7.] 

1  Fenn  has  leaving  in  mistake,  which  he  translates 
1  parting  with.'  Levying  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
raising. 
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LETTER    CCCLXXXV, 

[JOHN  PASTON  writes  from  Norwich  to  his 
brother  Sir  John  at  Calais,  about  his  nego- 
ciation  for  his  marriage  with  Margery  Brews, 
as  to  which  he  says,  "  I  am  yet  at  no  certainty, 
her  father  is  so  hard ;  but  I  trow  I  have  the 
good-will  of  my  lady  her  mother  and  her :" 
he  then  proceeds  to  warn  him  of  trusting  J. 
Bykerton  too  far,  as  he  is  a  man  "at  wild," 
antl  is  sore  endangered  (in  debt}  to  divers  in 
this  country  ;  and  that  Perse  Moody,  one  of 


.—(XXXVIII.  vol.  v.  p.  167.) 

Sir  John's  old  retainers,  is  at  Caister  in  great 
distress,    but    he   adds    in    conclusion    that 
"  carpenters  of  my   craft,  that   I   use  now, 
have  not   alderbest  their  wits    their  own." 
This  seems  to  be  some  proverbial  allusion  to 
the  distraction  of  thought  in  lovers,  but  we 
doubt  if  there  was  much  fear  of  Joh: 
losing  his  wits  through  love.     Tin- 
dated  on  the  same  day  as  the  last,  Sunday, 
March  9,  1476-7.] 


NUMBER   CCCLXXXVI.— (XXXIX.  vol.  v.  p.  171.) 


[Tuts  paper  is  headed  "A  determination  of 
Sir  Thomas  Brews  how  much  he  would  give 
with  his  daughter  Margery  in  marriage."  It 
contains  several  modifications  of  terms  :  first, 
if  the  dowry  out  of  the  manor  of  Sparham 
does  not  exceed  ten  marks,  that  then  he  will 
give  133/.  6*.  8</.  in  hand  and  board  free  for 
two  or  three  years ;  or  else  2007.  without  their 
board,  payable  by  fifty  marks  (33/.  6*.  8rf.) 
yearly;  secondly,  that  he  will  give  four 
hundred  marks  (266/.  13*.  4rf.),  507.  on  the 
clay  of  marriage,  and  50/.  yearly,  and  lend 


John  Paston  120/.  '•  to  pledge  out  the  manor 
ofSwainsthorp,"  provided  lie  procures  security 
for  its  repayment,  u  not  paid  of  the  ma- 
money,  nor  of  the  proper  goods  of  my  said 
cousin  John;"  thirdly,  if  the  whole  of  the 
profits  of  Sparham  are  settled  on  them  for  their 
joint  lives,  he  will  give  the  said  four  hu 
marks,  and  their  board  for  a  year  or  two :  tint 
this  last  clause  about  their  board  is  struck 
through  with  a  pen.  The  paper  is  dated 
March,  1467.] 


LETTER'  CCCLXXXYII.— (LXXVII.  vjl.  v.  p.  227.) 

Under  the  direction  of  tins  letter,  and  in  a  Land  of  the  time  ("I  believe'in  Sir  John  Fusion's  hand)  i*  written  "  Jon 
Pympe,"  "  xvj  die  Mar'  A°.  E.4.  17"     (16th  day  of  March,  17  K.  IV.),  being  the  date  wlu-n  the  Inter  was 
'••d.     I  have  u-ivt-n  this  letter  merely  as  a  specimen  of  the  humour  of  the   time,  winch,  though 
indelicate,  may  I  fear  be  matched  by  many  a  modern  correspondence.    Some  amour  seems  to  be  < 
under  the  simile  of  the  sparrow,  the  barley,  and  the  door,  &c.     The  latter  part  of  this  epistle  shows  us 
what  were  the  qualities  of  a  horse  at  that  time  most  esti-emed.     The  writer  was  a  p.-rsoi. 
•idenition,  as  he  was  to  have  had  Sir  J.  Pastou's  lodgings  in  London,  and  was  cousiu  t<>  Sir  J.  Scot,  deputy 
governor  of  Calais. 

To  Matter  Sir  John  Paston,  It  thit  Utter  delivered  in  Calais. 


HoNorn  and  joy  be  to  you,  my  right  good 

master,  and  most  assured  hrothrr;  letting  you 

know  that  ;ill   your  well-willers  and  servants 

in  these  parts,  that  I   know,    fare  well,  and 

better  would   if  they  mi^ht  hear  of  your  well 

-.  and    forthwith   some  of  your   French 

and  Burgundy  tidings;  for  we  in  tlu^e  parN 

be   in   great    d'read  lest  the  French   king  with 

*  Its  should  in  any  wise  disturb  you 

ur  soft,  sote  (su-eet\  and  sure  sleeps,  but 

!    we    not  hi  n-   can   hear  that  lie   SO  di«- 

liirn. 


[Here  follow  some  allusions  to  the  women 
of  Flanders,  which,  though  possessing  some 
humour,  is  of  too  coarse  a  nature  to  be  given 
here.] 

But  in  one  thin-  we   ]  : 

•;is  ri-tit  much,  that  is, 

in  keeping  of  your  tm<  e  with  the 

king  of  France  a.s  the  king  hath  commanded  ; 
and  a  great  reason  why.  for  it  were  too  much 
for   you  to  have  war   with  all    the  wor1 
one,-,  f,.r  tli- 
leas,  for  every  reasonable  man  weeteth 
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that  it  is  too  much  for  any  people  living  to  do 
both  at  once.  Sir,  as  for  the  more  part  of 
my  thought,  I  pray  you  recommend  me  unto 
yourself,  praying  you  that  I  may  continue  in 
such  case  as  your  goodness  hath  taken  me  of 
old,  and  if  ye  list  to  send  any  tidings  or  other 
thing  to  the  parties  that  were  wont  to  warm 
them  by  your  fire,  in  faith  I  shall  do  your 
errand. 

As  for  barley,  it  is  of  the  same  price  that 
it  was  wont  to  be  of,  and  is  the  most  sure  corn 
and  best  enduring  that  may  be ;  and,  Sir, 
where  that  some  time  was  a  little  hole  in  a  wall, 
is  now  a  door  large  enough  and  easy  passage, 
whereof  ye  were  the  deviser,  and  have  thank 
for  your  labour  of  some  parties,  but  nothing 
lasteth  ever ;  I  mean  that  I  trow  my  passage 
shall  hastily  fail  me,  and  the  door  shall  be 
shut  up  again ;  less  then  {unless)  fortune  be 
agreeable  to  have  my  counsel  kept ;  for  not 
long  ago  making  my  entry  at  that  passage,  I 
saw  a  sparrow  that  useth  those  eireys,  and  I 
saw  her  set  so  still  that  I  could  not  endure 
but  I  must  needs  shoot  her,  and  so  God  me 
help  I  smote  her  I  trow  even  to  the  heart ; 
and  so  I  dread  me  lest  either  the  barley  will 
eat  the  sparrow,  or  else  the  sparrow  will  eat 
the  barley ;  but  as  yet  all  is  well,  but  reason 
sheweth  me  that  it  must  needs  fail  by  con- 
tinuance, less  then  (ttnless)  I  forsake  both  the 
sparrow  and  the  barley  also. 

Sir,  I  have  thank  for  the  shew  that  I  once 
made  of  you  and  daily  gramercy  (great 
thanks),  and  ye  their  prayer. 


Sir,  furthermore  I  beseech  you  as  ye  will 
do  anything  for  me,  that  ye  see  one  day  for 
my  sake,  and  for  your  own  pleasure,  all  the 
good  horse  in  Calais,  and  if  there  be  amongst 
them  any  prized  horse  of  deeds  that  is  to  sell, 
in  especial  that  he  be  well  trotting  of  his  own 
courage  without  force  of  spurs,  and  also  a 
steering  horse  *  if  he  be  he  is  the  better ;  I 
pray  you  send  me  word  of  his  colour,  deeds, 
and  courage,  and  also  of  his  price,  feigning  as 
ye  would  buy  him  yourself,  and  also  I  would 
have  him  somewhat  large,  not  with  the 
largest ;  but  no  small  horse,  as  (q.  no  ?)  more 
than  a  double  horse;  praying  you  above  all 
things  to  have  this  in  remembrance,  and  that 
hastily  as  may  be,  for  there  is  late  promised 
me  help  to  such  an  intent,  and  I  wote  not 
how  long  it  shall  endure;  and  therefore  I 
beseech  you  send  me  word  by  time. 

I  trow  the  French  men  have  taken  up  all 
the  good  horse  in  Picardy,  and  also  they  be 
wont  to  be  heavy  horse  in  labour,  and  that  I 
love  not;  but  a  heavy  horse  of  flesh,  and 
light  of  courage  I  love  well,  for  I  love  no 
horse  that  will  always  be  lean  and  slender 
like  greyhounds.  God  keep  you. 

Your  JOHN  PYMPE. 
(Reed.')  Sunday,  1    6th  of 
March,  1476.  "l7  E.  IV.        /\    t>\>WM)9 

I  pray  you  to  recommend  me  to  my  cousin 
Sir  John  Scot  and  all  his,  in  especial  Mrs. 
Bedingfield.2 


'  NUMBER   CCCLXXXVIII.— (XL.  vol.  v.  p.  173.) 


[Tms  paper  is  headed  "  Notes  touching  the 
marriage  between  John  Paston,  Esq.,  and 
Margery  Brews."  They  are  written  by  John 
Paston,  and  seem  to  be  intended  for  himself 
only.  They  are  by  no  means  clear,  but,  for 
whatever  purpose,  his  mother  was  riot  to  be 
informed  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 
The  conditions  here  stated  are  those  mentioned 


in  Sir  J.  Brews'  "  Determination."     Dated 
March,  1476-7.] 


1  Quaere.'a  horse  that  obeys  the  rein  ?     [We  rather 
think    an  entire   horse    is  meant.      See    also    two- 
passages  at  the  end  of  Letter  cccxci.] 

2  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Scot,  and  wife  to 
Elmund  Bedingfield. 


no 
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LETTER    CCCLXXXIX.— (XLI.  vol.  v.  p.  177.) 


[ANOTHER  letter  from  John  Pympe  to  Sir 
John  Paston  about  his  horse.  The  writer 
begins  by  saying,  "I  have  written  to  you 
three  long  letters,  which  as  yet  be  answerless ;" 
and  shortly  after  says,  "this  is  the  fifth  letter 


I  have  sent  you."     There  is  nothing  el>. 
a    renewal    of    the  request   for   Sir  John's 
assistance  in  procuring  a  horse,  and  a  repe- 
tition  of  what  he   considers  a   good   horse 
ought  to  be.     Dated  March,  1477.] 


LETTER    CCCXC.— (XLII.  vol.  v.  p.  181.) 


[SiR  JOHN  PASTON  in  this  letter  writes  rather 
a  stern  answer  to  the  exorbitant  demands  of 
his  brother  John  for  his  own  advantageous 
settlement.  He  says,  "Ye  have  now  written 
again.  You  need  not  to  pray  me  to  do  tli.it 
might  be  to  your  profit  and  worship  that  I 
might  do,  oftener  than  once,  or  to  let  me 
weet  thereof,  for  to  my  power  I  would  do  for 
you,  and  take  as  much  pain  for  your  weal, 
and  remember  it  when  per  case  ye  should 
not  think  on  it  yourself.  I  would  be  as 
glad  that  one  gave  you  a  manor  of  2GY.  by 
the  year  as  if  he  gave  it  to  myself,  by  my 
troth.  Item,  where(a«)  ye  think  that  I  may 
with  conscience  recompense  it  again  unto  our 
stock  of  other  lands  that  I  have  of  that  value 
in  fee  simple,  it  is  so  that  Snailwell  by  my 
grandfather's  will  once,  and  by  my  father's 
will  secondly,  is  entailed  to  the  issue  of  my 
father's  body.  Item,  as  for  Sporle  20/.  by 
year;  I  had  thereof  but  twenty  marks 
(13/.  6*.  8t/.)  by  year,  which  twenty  marks 
by  year,  and  the  ten  marks  (6/.  13*.  4</.) 
over,  I  have  endangered,  as  ye  well  know 
of  that  bargain  ;  which,  it'  it  be  not  redeemed 
I  must  recompense  some  other  manor  of  mine 
to  one  of  my  brethren  for  the  said  ten  marks, 
and  twenty  marks  that  longeth  to  me,  where- 
fore I  keep  the  manor  of  Runhatn  ;  thru 
have  I  fee  simple  land,  the  manor  of  Winter- 
ton  with  Bastwick  and  Billys,  which  in  all 
•  twenty  marks  by  year,  which  is  not  to 
the  value  of  the  manor  of  Sparham.  And  as 


for  Caister  it  were  no  convenient  land  to 
exchange  for  such  a  thing ;  nor  it  were  not 
policy  for  me  to  set  that  manor  in  such  case 
fur  all  manner  of  haps.  I  need  nut  to  make 
this  excuse  to  you,  but  that  your  mind  is 
troubled;  I  pray  you  rejoice  not  yourself 
too  much  in  hope  to  obtain  a  thing  that  all  your 
friends  may  not  ease  you  of,  for  if  my  mother 
were  disposed  to  give  me  and  any  woman 
in  England  the  best  manor  she  hath  to  have 
it  to  me  and  my  wife,  and  to  the  heirs  of  our 
two  bodies  begotten,  I  would  not  take  it  of 
her,  by  God.  Stablish  yourself  upon  a  good 
ground,  and  grace  shall  follow  ;  your  matter 
is  far  spoken  of,  and  blown  wide,  and  if  it 
prove  no  better  I  would  it  had  never 
spoken  of.  Also  that  matter  noiseth  me,  that 
I  am  so  unkind  that  I  let  (hinder}  altogether. 
I  think  not  a  matter  happy,  nor  well  handled, 
nor  politicly  dealt  with,  when  it  can  never 
be  finished  without  an  inconvenience,  and  to 
any  such  bargain  I  hope  never  to  be 
descending  nor  of  counsel ;  if  I  were  at  the 
beginning  of  such  a  matter,  I  would 
hoped  to  have  made  a  better  conclusi 
they  mock  you  not.  This  matter  is  <!• 
thus  far  forth  without  my  counsel;  I  pray 
you  make  an  end  without  my  counsel :  if  it 
be  well  I  would  be  glad,  if  it  be  otherwise  it 
is  pity.  I  pray  you  trouble  me  no  more 
in  this  matter."  There  is  no  date  to  the 
letter,  but  it  clearly  belongs  to  this  period.] 
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Ill 


LETTER  CCCXCI.—(LXX VII.*  vol.  ii.  p.  235.) 
I  have  here  given  a  letter  written  to  Sir  John  Paston  in  rhyme,  as  a  specimen  of  the  poetry  of  the  age. 


By 


the  writer's  inquiry  concerning  a  horse,  and  his  referring  back  to  his  former  letters,  this  appears  to  have 
been  written  iu  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  .in  April,  1477,  17  E.  IV.  [Pyrape's i  horse,  like  John  Paston's 
hawk,  seems  to  have  become  a  passion — rhyme  and  reason,  and  six  letters  in  quick  succession,  to  one  who 
will  neither  "  hear,  nor  see,  nor  say,  nor  send,"  seems  a  great  deal  to  be  wasted  for  such  an  object.  There 
is  but  little  in  the  poetry,  but  the  stanza  is  curiously  constructed,  and  there  is  considerable  easiness  in  the 
versification  and  flow  of  thought.] 


To  Master  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight,  be  this  kite 

FRESH  amorous  sights  of  countries  far  and 

strange 

Have  all  fordone  your  old  affection  ; 
In  pleasures  new,  your  heart  doth  scour  and 

range 

So  high  and  far,  that  like  as  the  falcon 
Which  is  aloft,  telleth  (q.  taketh}  scorn  to 

look  a  down 
On  him  that  wont  was  her  feathers  to  pick 

and  imp ; 
Right  so  forgotten  ye  have  your  poor  Pymp ; 

That  writeth,  sendeth,  and  wisheth  all  day 

your  weal 

More  than  his  own ;  but  ye  nor  hear,  nor  see, 
Nor  say,  nor  send,  and  ever  I  write  and  seal 
In  prose  and  rhyme,  as  well  as  it  will  be ; 
Some  evil  tongue  I  trow  mis-saith  of  me 
And  else  your  fast  and  faithful  friendliness 
Ye  think  mis-spent  on  such  as  I,  I  guess. 

I  will  abate  my  customable  concourse, 

To  you  so  costuous,1  whensoever   ye  come 

again, 

Which  that  I  feel  of  reason,  by  the  course 
Of  my  proffered  service,  hath  made  you  so 

unfain ; 

For  verily  the  water  of  the  fountain, 
With  bread  only,  forthwith  your  presence, 
Me  should  content  much  more  than   your 

expense. 

But  aye  deem  I  thus  that  fortune  hath  hired 

you, 

For  she  but  late  of  sorrows  more  than  many 
Hath  raked  unto  my  heart  an  heap  more  than 

a  mow, 
And  would  that  ye  should  lay  thereon  on 

high 
Your  heavy  urikindness  to  make  it  fast  to  lie, 


1  Expensive. 

2  [Fenn,  like  other  annotators  of  his  day,  under- 
takes to  mend  the  metre  of  his  original,  and  reads 
"  unto  the  church  bier."    Certainly  without  any  im- 
provement.] 


delivered  at  Calais. 

And  God  know'th  well  it  cannot  long  lie 

there 
But  it  will  bring  me  to  the  church  bier.2 

Take  it  away  therefore,  I  pray  you  fair, 
For  hardily  my  heart  beareth  heavy  enough ; 
For  there  is  sorrow,  at  rest  as  in  his  chair, 
Fixed  so  fast  with  his  pricks  (prickles)  rough, 
That  in  good  faith  I  wot  riot  when  I  love.3 
For  Master  Paston,  the   thing  whereon   my 

bliss 

Was  wholly  set,  is  all  fordone,  I  wis. 
By  your 

JOHN  PVMPE. 

This  being  the  sixth  letter  that  I  have  sent 
you. 

Always  praying  you  to  remember  the 
horse  that  I  have  in  every  letter  written  for ; 
as  thus,  that  it  would  please  you  to  under- 
stand who  hath  the  gentlest  horse  in  trotting 
and  steering  that  is  in  Calais,  and  if  he  be  to 
sell  to  send  me  word  of  his  price,  largeness, 
and  colour. 

It  is  told  me  that  the  master  porter  hath  a 
courageous  roaned  horse,  and  that  he  would 
put  him  away  because  he  is  dangerous  in 
company,4  and  of  that  I  force  (care)  not,  so 
that  he  be  not  churlish  at  a  spur,  as  plung> 
ing ;  and  also  I  set  not  by  him  but  if  (unless) 
he  trot  somewhat  high  and  genteelly.  No 
more,  but  God  keep  you. 

Latter  end  of  March,  or  April, 
1477,  17  E.  IV. 


3  [The  original  is  "  lowh,"  and  the  corresponding 
rhymes  of  this  stanza  are  "  ynowh,"  and  "  rowh." 
Lowh  cannot  certainly  be  love,  which  makes  the 
line  nonsense,  for  the  poet  goes  on  to  describe  how 
he  loves  "Master  Paston:"  it  is  probably  low  as  a 
cow,  used  here  for  sigh,  allowable  enough  to  a  poet 
in  want  of  a  rhyme,  and  would  then  mean  that  his 
sorrow  makes  him  sigh  so  continually  that  he  be- 
comes unconscious  of  it.] 

*  [See  Letter  cccbtviii.] 
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LETTER    CCCXCII.— (LXXVIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  239.) 

In  this  letter  Sir  John  Paston  shows  himself  a  kind  and  generous  brother,  in  permitting  his  mother  to  give  the 
manor  of  Sparham,  which  appears  to  U-  entailed  on  him  and  his  issue,  to  his  younger  brother;  and 
lie  cannot  conscientiously  jwrmit  the  entail  to  be  defeated,  as  the  will  of  the  "dead  by  this  means  would  not 
be  performed,  he  very  readily  consents  to  enter  into  an  engagement  to  debar  himself  from  ever  molesting 
his  brother  or  his  widow  in  their  quiet  possessions  thereof.  [Notwithstanding  the  late  severe  letter,  Sir  John 
appears  to  have  relented  towards  his  brother ;  indeed  Sir  John  appears  throughout  as  much  the  kindest 
and  mor-t  disinterested  man  of  the  two.  Still  he  will  give  nothing  but  his  good  wishes,  and  his  reversion- 
ary interest  in  the  manor  of  Sparham  for  liis  own  life  only.] 

To  my  right  uvrshipfiil  mother,  Margaret  Paston. 


PLEASE  it  you  to  weet  that  I  have  received 
your  letter,  wherein  is  remembered  the  great 
hurt  that  by  likelihood  might  fall  to  my 
brother,  if  so  be  that  this  matter  between 
him  and  Sir  Thomas  Brews's  daughter  take 
not  effect;  whereof  I  would  be  as  sorry  as 
himself  reasonably;  and  also  the  wealthy 
and  convenient  marriage  that  should  be  if  it 
take  effect ;  whereof  I  would  be  as  glad  as 
any  man ;  and  am  better  content  now  that 
he  should  have  her,  than  any  other  that  ever 
he  was  heretofore  al>out  to  have  had.1  Con- 
sidered her  person,  her  youth,  and  the  stock 
that  she  is  come  of,  the  love  on  both  sides, 
the  tender  favour  she  is  in  with  her  father 
and  mother,  the  kindness  of  her  father  and 
mother  to  her  in  departing  [parting]  with 
her,  the  favour  also  and  good  conceit  that 
they  have  in  my  brother,  the  worshipful  and 
virtuous  disposition  of  her  father  and  mother, 
which  prognosticate^!  that  of  likelihood  the 
maid  should  be  virtuous  and  good  ;  all  which 
considered,  and  the  necessary  relief  that  my 
brother  must  have,  I  marvel  the  less  that  ye 
have  departed  and  given  him  the  manor  of 
Sparham  in  such  form  as  I  have  knowledge 
of  by  W.  Guniey,  Lomner,  and  Skipwith; 
and  I  am  right  glad  to  see  in  you  such  kind- 
ness unto  my  brother  as  ye  have  done  to  him, 
and  would  by  my  troth  lever  (rather)  than 
an  lOO/.  that  it  we're  fee-simple  land,  as  it  is 
intailed,  which  by  likelihood  should  prosper 
with  him  and  his' blood  the  better  in  ti 

1  [In  Kenn's  translation  this  pas*iire  stands  thus — 
"  than  any  oilier,  that  ever  he  \\  •  -iliout 

to    have    had    c.in-.idered.      Her    person,"    .S^r. 

-.  1»-  understood,   the   vcri.  .sidinir 

.iH-ctrd.    The  original  h«*  neithei  ; 

we  h;i\«   th-'refor.'  >rntur<" 
.11.  which  a:  .•  - 

ronMdcred  i  -  "  her 

.  being  considered," 


come,  and  should  also  never  cause  debate  in 
our  blood  (contention  in  our  family}  in  time 
to  come,  which  God  defend  (forbid),  for  that 
were  unnatural. 

Item,  another  inconvenience  is,  whereas  I 
understand  that  the  manor  is  given  to  my 
brother,  and  to  his  wife,  and  to  the  issue 
between  them  begotten,  if  the  case  were  so 
that  he  and  she  had  issue  together  a  daughter 
or  more,  and  his  wife  died,  and  he  married 
after  another  and  had  issue  a  son,  tha 
should  have  none  land,  and  he  being  (although 
he  be)  his  father's  heir ;  and  for  the  incon- 
venience that  I  have  known  late  inure  [take 
place']  in  case  like,  and  yet  endureth  in 
Kent  between  a  gentleman  and  his  si.-' 
would  ye  took  the  advice  of  your  counsel  in 
this  point  ;  and  that  that  is  past  you  by 
writing  or  by  promise,  I  deem  verily  in  you 
that  ye  did  it  of  kindness,  and  in  eschewing 
of  a  more  (a  greater)  ill  that  might  befall. 

Item,  whereas  it  pleased]  you  that  I  should 
ratify,  grant,  anil  confirm   the  said  gift  unto 
my  brother,  it  is  so  that  with  mine    1m; 
I  may  not,  and  for  other  causes. 

The  pojte  will  suffer  a  thing  to  be  used, 
but  lie  will  not  license  nor  grant  it  to  be  > 
nor  done:  and  so  I. 

My    brother    John     knoweth    in 
well  enough  heretofore  in  thi-  '  will 

be  found  to  him  as  kind  a  brother  as  I 
be. 

Item,  if  it  be  so  that  Sir  Thuma>  firewg 
and  his  wife  think  that  I   would   trouble  my 
brother  and  his  wife  in  the  said  manor.  I  can 
find  no  mean*  to  put  them  in  surety  th. 
Inn.  if  it   i  "iid  in  an  obligation 

>  erudition  that   I   shall  not  troul.l. 
inlVt  *  therein. 

Item,  I  t.  ..ule  sure  enough 
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in  estate  in  the  land,  and  that  of  right  I 
deem  they  shall  make  none  obstacles  at  my 
writing,  for  I  had  never  none  estate  in  the 
land,  nor  I  would  not  that  I  had. 

No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  Almighty 
God  have  you  in  keeping. 


Written  at  Calais,  the  2°th  day  of  March, 
in  the  17th  year  of  Edward  IV. 
By  your  son, 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

Calais,  Friday, 
28th  of  March,  1477.     17  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXCIII.— (LXXIX.  vol.  ii.  p.  245.) 

[A  kindly  letter  of  Sir  John  to  his  brother,  promising  in  generals,  but  saving  his  conscience  and  worship.  The 
value  set  upon  Boulogne,  and  the  superstitious  expectation  of  the  intervention  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  its 
favour,  are  curious  instances  of  the  manners  of  the  age ;  but  it  must  be  remarked,  to  the  credit  of  Sir  John, 
that  he  does  not  seem  infected  with  the  superstition  himself.] 

To  John  Patton,  Esq. 

No  more,  but  Jesu  have  you  in  keeping. 

Written  at  Calais,  the  14th  day  of  April, 
in  the  17th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

As  for  tidings  here,  the  French  king  hath 
gotten  many  of  the  towns  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  as  Saint  Quintin's,  Abbeville, 
Montreuil ;  and  now  of  late  he  hath  gotten 
Bethune  and  Hesden  with  the  castle  there, 
which  is  one  of  the  royalest  castles  of  the 
world;  and  on  Sunday  at  even  the  Admiral 
of  France  laid  siege  at  Boulogne  ;  arid  this 
day  it  is  said  that  the  French  king  shall  come 
thither;  and  this  night  it  is  said  that  there 
was  a  vision  seen  about  the  walls  of  Boulogne, 
as  it  had  been  a  woman  with  a  marvellous 
light;  men  deem  that  our  lady  there  will 
show  herself  a  lover  to  that  town  :  God  fore- 
fend  [forbid]  that  it  were  French,  it  were 
worth  40,0007.  that  it  were  English. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 


RIGHT  worshipful  and  heartily-beloved  bro- 
ther, I  recommend  me  to  you ;  letting  you 
weet,  that,  as  by  Perse  Moody,  when  he  was 
here,  I  had  no  leisure  to  send  answer  in 
writing  to  you,  and  to  my  cousin  Gurney,  of 
your  letters,  but  for  a  conclusion  ye  shall 
find  me  to  you  as  kind  as  I  may  be,  my 
conscience  and  worship  saved,  which,  when  I 
speak  with  you  and  them,  ye  both  shall  well 
understand,  and  I  pray  God  send  you  as  good 
speed  in  that  matter  as  I  would  ye  had,  and 
as  I  hope  ye  shall  have  ere  this  letter  come  to 
you  ;  and  I  pray  God  send  you  issue  between 
you  that  may  be  as  honourable  as  ever  was 
any  of  your  ancestors  and  theirs,  whereof  I 
would  be  as  glad  in  mariner  as  of  mine  own  ; 
wherefore  I  pray  you  send  me  word  how  ye 


do,  and  if  God  fortune  me  to  do  well,  and 
of  any  power,  I  will  be  to  Sir  Thomas  Brews 
and  my  lady  his  wife  a  very  son-iri-law 
for  your  sake,  and  take  "them  as  ye  do  ;  and 
do  for  them  as  if  I  were  in  case  like  with 
them  as  ye  be. 


Calais,  Monday, 
14th  of  April,  1477.    17  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXCH 

[THE  difficulties  attending  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  pecuniary  matters  appear  to  have 
destroyed,  at,  least  for  a  time,  John  Paston's 
most  hopeful  prospects  of  marriage.  His 
mother  now  writes  from  Mauteby  to  Dame 
Elizabeth  Brews,  soliciting  an  early  interview 
with  her  and  Sir  Thomas  in  order  that  they 
may,  if  possible,  remove  the  difficulties,  ob- 
serving to  her  with  some  skill,  "that  witli 
your  advice  and  help,  and  mine  together,  we 
shall  find  some  way  that  it  shall  not  break; 

YOL.  II. 


.— (XLIII.  vol.  v.  p.  185.) 
for  if  it  did  it  were  none  honour  to  neither 
parties,  and  in  chief  to  them  in  whom  the 
default  is,  considering  that  it  is  so  far  spoken." 
She  speaks  of  her  son's  great  inclinations  to- 
wards the  marriage,  and  concludes,"  I  beseech 
you  that  I  may.be  recommended  by  this  bill  to 
my  cousin  your  husband,  and  to  my  cousin 
Margery,  to  whom  I  supposed  to  have  given 
another  name  ere  this  time."  Dated  Wed- 
nesday, June  11,  1477.] 


Ill 
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LETTER    CCCXCV.— (V.  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.  p.  297.) 

[This  letter,  as  far  as  "  xxvj  day  of  Aurill,"  is  written  by  the  secretary  of  the  Lord  Hastings,  from  then 
end  by  that  nobleman  himself,  in  a  hand  almost  illegible.    John  Paston  appears  here  i   in  tin- 

service  of,  and  so  highly  respected  by,  the  Lord  Hustings,  as  to  be  sent  as  a  kind  of  deputy  governor  of  the 
castle  of  Guisnes,  during  the  illness  of  his  brother.  Sir  Ralph  Hastings.     [We  have   placed  it  an-..; 
Fenn's  chronological  order,  although  we  have  no  doubt  that  John  Paston  was  not  at  Guisnes  at  tin- 
But  as  the  original  has  no  date  of  the  year,  it  is  much  easier  to  discover  that  it  is  wrongly  placed  here  than 
to  decide  where  it  would  be  properly  placed.     We  are  inclined  to  think,  however,  it  mat 
belong  to  that  earlier  period  wheiVSir  John  was  exerting  himself  to  get  John  Paston  retained 
ings,  he  having  probably  succeeded,  though  it  is  not  mentioned.] 

To  my  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  servant,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


JOHN  PASTON,  I  recommend  me  unto  you. 
And  whereas  I  appointed  and  desired  you  to 
go  over  unto  Guisnes  to  give  your  attendance 
and  assistance  upon  my  brother,  Sir  Ralph 
Hastings,  in  all  such  things  as  concern  the 
surety  and  defence  of  the  castle  of  Guisnes 
during  his  infirmities  ;  it  is  showed  unto  me 
that  ye  have  full  truly  and  diligently  acquitted 
you  unto  my  said  brother,  in  all  his  businesses 
since  your  coming  thither.  Whereof  I  thank 
you  heartily.  And  as  I  conceive  to  my  great 
comfort  and  gladness  my  said  brother  is  well 
recovered  and  amended,  thanked  be  God. 
And  so  I  trust  he  may  now  spare  you.  Where- 
upon I  have  written  unto  him,  if  he  may  so 
do,  to  licence  you  to  come  over  unto  me  again. 


Wherefore  I  will  and  desire  you,  the  assent  of 
my  said  brother  had,  to  dispose  you  to  come 
over  in  all  goodly  haste,  as  well  for  such 
matters  as  I  feel  by  your  friends  ye  have  to 
do  here,  as  to  give  your  attendance  upon  me. 
And  (a/)  your  return  you  shall  IM?  to  me 
welcome.  From  London,  the  26th  day  of 
April. 

I  pray   you  in   nowise  to  depart,  as 
without    my  brother  Roaf 'a 
and  agreement ;  and  recommend 
sister,  all  my  nieces,  to  the  <• 
all  reeves.  Your  true  friend, 

HAST  i 

London.  26th  of  April,  147—. 
E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXCYL—  (LXXX.  vol.  ii.  p.  219.) 

[John  Paston's  money  affairs  occupy  the  principal  part  of  this  letter.     Money,  indeed, 
looked  utter  pretty  ifaarply,  when  the  1M.  due  on  the  21st  has  I  teen  the  sul  .  before 

id,  and  a  "  reasonable  respite  "  granted,  meanini:,  v»'  suppose,  lor  a  "  r»n>;d"nition."] 

To  John  Paston,  Esq. 

to,  and  then  he  lookeih  after  that 


I  RECOMMEND  me  to  you,  letting  you 
that  I  have  spoken  with  Harry  Colet,2  and 
entreated  him  in  my  best  wise   for  y 
that  at  the  last   he  is  agreed  to  a  reasonable 
respite  for  the  157.  that   ye  should   have  paid 
him  at   Midsummer  as   he  saitli,  and  i 
-lad  to  dn  you  .  ,  .ill    that  lie 

may  ;  and    I   told  him  that  ye  would,  as   I 
supposed,  In;  here  at  London   here  not 


1   William     IIastin_->,    Lord     ! 
moned  to    Parliament  in    14'il,    1    K.    IV.     II 

a. nit  of  C.iliis,  ami 

'.   ami  '•unlidenre,  in   the   r  .;,!  IV. 

ine,  daughter  *>.-vile, 

:  S.ili-'.ury,  and    \va^  !>••!;• 
bv  the  instant  order  of  Kichard  I 
;::thof  June,  . 


come  see  him,  for  he  is  sheriff,  and  !: 
goodly  ! 

•,,    my   Lady   of  Oxford 3  louketli 
you  and  Aiblaster  both. 

My    Lord   of  Oxford4    i>  into 

Kn-land  that  I  can  ]»•: 
lady  hath  need  of  help  a: 
she  shall  do. 


*  Sir  Henrv  ("olet  was  lord  ir. 
1486. 

SalUh 

lord,  in  -real  n  - 

«    .Inhll  l!-- 
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No  more  at  this  time,  but  God  have  you  in 
keeping. 

Written  at  London  on  Saint  Audrey's 
[Etheldredas]  day,  in  the  17th  year  of  Ed- 
ward IV. 

Tidings  but  (ow/y)  that  yesterday  my  Lady 
Marchioness  of  Dorset,1  which  is  my  Lady 
Hastings 's  daughter,  had  childed  a  son. 


Item,  my  Lord  Chamberlain  is  corne 
hither  from  Calais,  and  ridden  with  the 
king  to  Windsor,  and  the  king  will  be  here 
again  on  Monday. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

London,  Monday, 
23rd  of  June,  1477.   17  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCXCVIL— (XLIV.  vol.  v.  p.  189.) 


[THIS  letter,  or  rather  three  letters  in  one, 
contains  a  curious  display  on  the  part  of  John 
Paston  of  what  Sir  John  Fenn  calls  "  good 
sense  and  address  in  managing  a*  matter," 
"  though  some  finesse  appears."  Perhaps  the 
world  now  will  be  ill-natured  enough  to  call 
it  trickery,  and  indeed  such  is  our  opinion. 
Fenn  chooses  to  assume  that  Sir  Thomas 
Brews  had  failed  in  his  promises,  but  this 
does  not  appear.  His  proposals,  we  have 
seen,  were  all  conditional,  and  John  Paston 
had  been  unable,  from  various  causes,  to 
comply  with  his  terms.  He  now  writes  a 
short  note  to  his  mother,  telling  her  that  Dame 
Elizabeth  Brews  had  been  sick  and  not  able 
till  now  to  attend  to  business ;  that  this  day 
the  matter  had  been  communed,  "but  that 
other  answer  than  she  hath  sent  you  in  her 
letter  closed  herein  can  she  not  have  of  her 
husband."  He  therefore  writes  a  letter  in  his 
mother's  name  which  he  begs  her  to  have 
transcribed  and  sent  to  Dame  Brews,  to- 
gether with  "another  letter  to  me,  which  I 
may  show."  In  the  first  of  these  two  he 
makes  his  mother  say,  "  I  am  right  sorry  that 
John  Paston  is  no  more  fortunate  than  he  is 
in  that  matter,  for,  as  I  understand  by  your 
letter,  my  cousin  your  husband  will  give  but 
an  100/.,  which  is  no  money  like  for  such  a 
jointure  as  is  desired  of  my  son,  though  his 
possibility  were  right  easy.  But,  madam, 
when  I  made  that  large  grant  in  the  manor  of 
Sparham,  that  I  have  made  to  him  and  my 

1  Cecily,  second  wife  to  Thomas  Grey,  Marquis  of 
Dorset,  was  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Bonvile, 
Lord  Bonvile  and  Harrington,  by  Katharine,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  Nevile,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  who  was 
now  the  wife  of  Lord  Hastings,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
and  governor  of  Calais. 


cousin  your  daughter,  he  told  me  of  another 
sum  that  he  should  have  with  her  than  of  an 
100/.  He  hath  before  this  been  wont  to  tell 
me  none  untruth,  and  what  I  shall  deem  in 
this  matter  I  cannot  say,  for  methinketh  if 
more  than  an  100/.  were  promised  unto  him 
by  my  cousin  your  husband,  and  you,  that 
ye  would  not  let  to  give  it  him,  without  so 
were  that  I  or  he  abridged  anything  of  our 
promise,  which  I  wot  well  neither  I  nor  he 
intend  to  do,  if  I  may  understand  that  his 
saying  to  me  was  truth,  and  that  it  may  be 
performed ;  but  wist  I  that  he  told  me  other- 
wise than  my  cousin  your  husband  and  ye 
promised  him,  in  order  to  deceive  me  of 
Sparham,  by  my  troth  if  he  have  it  he  shall 
lose  as  much  by  it,  if  I  live,  and  that  shall 
he  well  understand  the  next  time  I  see  him." 
He  next  alludes  to  his  brother  Sir  John's 
refusal  to  alter  the  entail  of  Sparham,  and 
makes  his  mother  express  her  dislike  to  "  be- 
come a  daily  petitioner  of  his,  sith  he  hath 
denied  me  once  mine  asking;  peradventure 
he  had  been  better  to  have  performed  my 
desire."  This  is  certainly  a  masterly  stroke^to 
excite  at  once  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
opposite  parties.  She  is  then  made  to  pro- 
ceed thus :  "  but,  madam,  ye  are  a  mother 
as  well  as  I,  where(/ore)  I  pray  you  take  it 
none  otherwise  but  well  that  I  may  not  do 
by  John  Paston  as  ye  will  have  me  to  do, 
for,  madam,  though  I  would  he  did  well,  I 
have  to  purvey  for  more  of  my  children  than 
him,  of  which  some  be  of  that  age  that  they 
can  tell  me  well  enough  that  I  deal  not  evenly 
with  them  to  give  John  Paston  so  large  and 
them  so  little."  John  Paston  here  shows  a  most 
laudable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  brethren, 
though  it  has  not  hitherto  prevented  his  ex- 
i  2 


116 


P ASTON  LETTERS. 


torting  all  he  could  for  himself.  In  the  letter 
addressed  to  himself,  he  makes  his  mother 
express  herself  thus  : — "I  understand  well  by 
my  cousin  Dame  Elizabeth  Brews's  letter, 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  whereby  ye  may 
understand  the  same,  that  they  intend  riot  to 
perform  those  profilers  that  ye  told  me  they 
promised  you,  trusting  that  ye  told  me  none 
otherwise  than  was  promised  you;  wherefore 
I  charge  you  on  my  blessing  that  ye  be  well 
aware  how  ye  bestow  your  mind  without  ye 


have  a  substance  whereupon  to  liv« 
would  be  sorry  to  weet  you  miscarry 
ye  do,  in  your  default,  look  never  at'- 
of  me ;  and  also  I  would  be  as  sorry  for  her 
as  for  any  gentlewoman  living,  wherefore  I 
warn  you  beware  in  anywise."      The  cant 
of"  bestowing  his  mind"  is  truly  disgusting. 
His  own  letter  is  dated  from  Salle  in  Norfolk, 
June  28,  and  those  intended  for  his  mother 
from  Mauteby,  June  29,  1477.] 


LETTER    CCCXCVIIL— (XLV.  vol.  v.  p.  197.) 


[Tms  and  the  following  letter  contain  more 
of  the  family  disputes  about  money,  and  new 
attempts  to  get  assistance  from  the  widow's 
property.  In  this  Sir  John  is  the  actor ;  he 
acquaints  his  mother  that  he  has  no  means 
of  paying  a  debt  due  to  one  Kokett,  about 
which  she  had  written  to  him,  because  of  his 
expenses  for  the  surety  of  the  manor  of 
Caister,  "and  the  matter  between  ArmeHawte 
and  me ;"  he  also  announces  that  Sporle  is 
mortgaged  for  four  hundred  marks  (26  6/. 
13*.  4rf.)  to  Townshend,  to  be  paid  within 
three  years,  or  the  manor  to  be  forfeited, 
which,  if  it  should  happen  "ye  were  never 
like  to  see  me  merry  after,  so  God  help  me." 
He  then  coolly  adds: — "Ye  gave  me  once 
20Y.  towards  it,  and  ye  promised  as  much, 
which  I  received,  and  since  of  my  money  of 
said  manor  growing  that  came  to  your  hands 
was  received  by  you  again  the  said  40/., 
which,  when  Kokett  should  be  repaid  wad 


not  your  ease  to  depart  with ;  nevertheless  ye 
may  yet,  when  you  liketh,  perform  you; 
gift   and    promise,   and   this  sum    owi: 
Kokett  is  not  so  much  ;  nevertheless  I  sup- 
pose that  ye  be  not  so  well  purvt  \ 
fore  if  it  please  you  at  your 
perform  your  said  gift  and  promise,  so  that  I 
may  have   it  within   a  year,  or  two,    o: 
three,  I  should  per  case  get  your  oblii: 
again  from  Kokett  an  he  pleased,  wherefore  I 
beseech  you  that  I  may  have  an  assigi  P 
of  such  debts  as   be  owing  you  payable  at 
leisure  of  such  money  as  is   owing  for  the 
•wood  at   Bassingham   or   elsewhere;    for   BO 
God  help  me  I   should  else  wilfully  undo 
myself."  Respecting  his  brother  John  lie  says 
"  I  have  granted  him  as  much  as  I  m .> 
would  I  were  at  one  communication  at  ween 
them  for  his  sake:"   but  adds  that  the  ] 
of  his   return    home    is    uncertain.     Dated 
Thursday,  Aug.  7,  1177.] 


LETTER   CCCXCIX.— (XLVI.  vol.  v.  p.  201.) 


[Tms    i-     Mar^ret    P.os ton's    reply   to   the 
tter,  ;it  which  she  seems  to  have 

, -My  indignant.   Without  any 
upon    the    biis'n 

I   put   you  in  certain  that  1   will  never 
pay  hi:,.  t  penny  of  that  duty  that 

;   to   him.    t  . 

not  of  mint-  own  purse,  for  I  will  not  ' 
polled   •  y  will : 

and    ti.  •"  j    not ; 

^armless 


against  him  for  your  own  advantage  in  time 
.    f.-r.  if  I  pay  it,  al 

whereas  }• 
20/.,  and  j 

that  is  not  so,  for  I  wot  well  if  I 
would  t,  -lie  by  your 

own  hand-writing,  the  which  I  have  to  show, 

sum  of  \Villi. '.• 

and  buyers  of  your 

this  for  a  full  conclusion  in  this  matter,  for  it 
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shall  be  none  otherwise  for  me  than  I  write 
here  to  you."  She  then  reproaches  him  for 
his  improvidence,  for  having  again  "  so 
simply"  mortgaged  Sporle,  and  says  it  makes 
her  doubt,  "  what  your  disposition  will  be 
hereafter  for  such  livelihood  as  I  have  been 
disposed  before  this  time  to  leave  you  after 
my  decease ;  for  I  think  verily  that  ye  will 
be  disposed  hereafter  to  sell  or  set  to  mortgage 
the  land  that  ye  should  have  after  me  your 
mother,  as  gladly  and  rather  than  that  ye 
have  after  your  father."  She  concludes  thus : 
— "  And  as  for  your  brother  William,  I 
would  ye  should  purvey  for  his  finding,  for 
as  I  told  you  the  last  time  ye  were  at  home, 
I  would  no  longer  find  him  at  my  cost  and 


charge  ;  his  board  and  his  school- hire  is  owing 
since  St.  Thomas's  day  afore  Christmas  ;  and 
he  hath  great  need  of  gowns  and  other  gear, 
that  were  necessary  for  him  to  have  in  haste. 
I  would  ye  should  remember  it  and  purvey 
them,  for  as  for  me  I  will  not.  I  think  ye  set 
but  little  by  my  blessing,  and  if  ye  did  you 
would  have  desired  it  in  your  writing  to  me  : 
God  make  you  a  good  man  to  his  pleasance." 
The  brother  William  here  mentioned  was  at 
this  time  at  Eton,  and  Sir  John  had  the 
management  of  the  property  left  for  the  edu- 
cation and  support  of  his  younger  brothers. 
This  letter  is  dated  from  Mauteby,  Monday, 
Aug.  11,1477.] 


LETTER  CCCC.— (LXXXI.  vol.  ii.  p.  2ol.) 

We  have  in  tins  letter  several  anecdotes  of  a  public  nature,  relative  to  the  wars  in  France,  and  particularly 
concerning  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  French  king  on  the  possessions  of  the  heiress  of  Burgundy. 

Unto  the  right  worshipful  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


MASTER  PASTON  ;  after  all  due  recommend- 
ation and  hearty  desire  to  hear  of  your  good 
hele  (health),  please  it  you  to  weet  I  have 
spoken  with  Sir  John  of  Middylton  as  well 
as  I  could  and  it  had  been  for  myself  for  his 
hobby  that  ye  desired,  and  told  him  he  might 
well  forbear  him  now  in  as  much  as  Mrs. 
Jane  was  dead,  and  that  it  is  a  great  cost  for 
him  to  keep  more  horse  than  he  needeth ;  and 
he  answered  me  that  he  would  sell  him  with 
good  will,  but  there  should  no  man  buy 
him  under  10/.  Flemish;  l  and  I  offered  him 
in  your  name  10  marks,  for  he  would  not 
hear  of  none  other  ambling  horse  that  ye 
might  give  him  therefore. 

And  also  my  lord  desired  to  have  bought 
him  for  the  Lord  Schauntrell  a  that  is  chief 
captain  of  St.  Omers;  and  he  would  (/or) 
no  less  let  my  lord  have  him  than  10/.,  and 
so  my  lord  bought  another,  and  gave  him  the 
said  lord,  for  he  thought  this  too  dear ;  never- 


1  between  5/.  and  6/.  English,  apparently  a  great 
price  lor  a  hobby. 

a  Ponton  de  Santrailles.  A  nobleman  of  this 
name  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
before  Beauvais,  and  was  exchanged  for  Lord  Talbot 
\\  hen  he  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Pataie. 


theless  he  will  not  sell  him  to  no  man  under 
that  money  that  he  set  him  on,  and  so  ye 
may  buy  your  pleasure  in  him  and  ye  list ; 
for  otherwise  he  will  not  do  for  you  as  I 
conceive. 

And  as  for  tidings  in  these  parts,  the  French 
king  lieth  at  siege  at  St.  Omers,  on  the  one 
side  of  the  town,  a  mile  off,  but  he  hath  no 
great  ordnance  there ;  and  they  of  the  town 
skirmish  with  them  every  day,  and  keep  a 
passage  half  a  mile  without  the  town;  and 
the  French  king  hath  brenned  (burnt')  all  the 
towns  and  fair  abbeys  that  were  that  way 
about  St.  Omers,  and  also  the  corns  which, 
are  there. 

And  also,  as  it  is  said  for  certain,  the 
French  king  hath  brenned  Cassell,3  that  is 
my  old  Lady  of  Burgundy's4  jointure,  and 
all  the  country  thereabout,  whereby  she  hath 
lost  a  great  part  of  her  livelihood  ;  and  that 
is  a  shrewd  token  that  he  meaneth  5  well  to 
the  king  our  sovereign  lord,  when  he  intendeth 
to  destroy  her. 

3  A  town  situated  about  10  miles  N.E.   of  Sfc 
Omers. 

*  Margaret,  sister  to  Edward  IV. 
5  This  seems  to  be  spoken  in  irony. 


us 
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Moreover,  Sir  Philip  de  Creveker 1  hath 
taken  them  that  were  in  Fynes  *  within  this 
four  days  to  the  number  of  fourteen  persons, 
and  the  remanent  were  fled,  and  lie  had  them 
to  the  French  king,  and  he  hath  brenned  all  the 
place,  and  pulled  down  the  tower  and  a  part 
of  the  wall,  and  destroyed  it. 

And  as  it  is  said,  if  the  French  king 
cannot  get  St.  Omers,  that  he  intendeth  to 
bring  his  army  through  these  Marches  into 
Flanders,  wherefore  rny  lord  hath  do  broken 
(caused  to  be  broken)  all  the  passages  except 
Newham  Bridge,  which  is  watched,  and  the 
turnpike  shut  every  night. 

And  the  said  French  king  within  these 
three  days  railed  greatly  of  (o/i)  my  lord  to 
Tyger  Poursuivant,  openly  before  two  hundred 
of  his  folks  ;  wherefore  it  is  thought  here  that 
he  would  feign  a  quarrel  to  set  upon  this 
town  if  he  might  get  advantage. 

And  as  I  understand,  the  emperor's  8  son 
is  married  at  Ghent  as  this  day  ;  and  there 


came  with  him  but  four  hundred  horse,  and 
I  can  hear  of  no  more  that  be  coming  in 
certain  ;  and  in  money  he  bringeth  with  him 
an  hundred  thousand  ducats,4  which  is  but  a 
small  thing  in  regard  for  that  he  hath  to  do; 
wherefore  I  fear  me  sore  that  Flanders  will 
be  lost ;  and  if  St.  Omers  be  won,  all  is  gone 
in  my  conceit ;  nevertheless  they  say  tin- re 
should  come  great  power  after  the  emperor's 
son,  but  I  believe  it  not  because  they  have 
been  so  long  of  coming. 

And  I  pray  you  to  recommend  me  unto 
Sir  Terry  Robsart,5  and  that  it  please  you  to 
let  him  know  of  your  tidings,  and  our  Lord 
have  you  in  his  keeping. 

At  Calais,  the  Sunday  next  after  the 
Assumption. 

Your 
EDMUND  BEDYNGFELD.  e 

Calais,  Sunday, 
17th  of  August,  H77.  17  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCCI.— (XL VII.  vol.  v.  p.  207.) 


[WILLIAM  PEACOCK,  the  agent  or  steward  at 
Mauteby,  writes  to  his  master  Sir  John 
Paston  of  several  matters  connected  with  his 
employment.  The  first  seems  to  be  the  col- 
lecting of  evidence  for  some  matter  in  which 
Sir  John  was  only  partly  interested,  for  he 
calls  it  "Pickering's  matter,'' and  in  this  he 
appears  to  have  been  very  unsuccessful,  for 
on  applying  to  a  certain  friar  in  Pickering's 
name,  his  messenger  received  for  answer,  that 
if  he  (the  friar)  "had  a  bushelfull  of  evi- 
dence, he  should  none  have  of  them,  for  he 
(Pickering)  had  set  the  land  in  trouble,  nor 


1  [This  is  tin1  fount  of  Crevrc  i-ur.   rend.-red  so 
.1    by  Walter    Scott's   novel    of  «  Quentin 
Durward.'] 

8  [Fumes  in  West  Flanders.] 

3  Maximilian,  son  of  the  emperor  Freder'rk,  mar- 
ried M-iry.  daughter  and  heir  of  Cliarle-  I 
l)uk>-  of  Unround}-.—  She  was  tin-  r: 
her  time,  and   lind"  been  prom is.-d    by  her  lather   to 
many  princes,  and  amongst  tie  number  to  this  prince, 
whom  she  now  chose  for  herself.— She  wn 

:i  AllgUSt, 

1477,  and  lived  only  five  or  six  years  after  it. 


he  could  have  no  sight  of  none."     Peacock 
then  proceeds  to  remind  his   master  of  his 
right  of  wreck  at  Winter/ton.     This  right  of 
wreck,  a  right  still  inherent  in  many  manors, 
seems  at  this  time  to  have  been  very  extens 
as  from  the  quantities  of  timber,  &c.,  alleged 
to  have  been  stolen,  the  wreck  in  this  case  must 
have  been  almost  the  entire  ship  and  cargo. 
Peacock  says  "  these  are  the  men's  names  of 
Winterton,  Robert  Piirker  of  West-Soim-i 
John  Loneyard  of  Winterton,  Thomas  Wood- 
knape  of  the  same,  William  Wranthutn 
John   Curteys  of  the  same  Winterton,,    that 

4  A  ducat  of  gold  is  worth  about  I0i.— Of  silver, 
iiearly  bs. 

'•>  Sir  Terry  Robsart,  knight,  of  Sidistern,  in  ' 
folk,    by  the    m;irr 

Edward  Wal|  ••.•ame  on  ano 

Earls  of  Or  ford. 
«  Edmund  Bedyngfeld  married  Mar^.i: 

•    Calais,  and 
IVath  at   the 

III.  Hi-  was  highly  in  fa\our  with 
H«Mir>  VI I.,  who  paid  him  a  royal  \isitat  Oxburgh, 
in  Norfolk;  which  fiue  seat  he  built.— He  died  in 
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carried  off  your  several  ground  twenty-two 
cartsfull  of  stuff,  eight  score  bow-staves,  three 
score  and  seven  wainscoats,  fourteen  hundred 
clepalde, l  five  barrels  of  tar,  four  couple  of 
oars,  and  great  plenty  of  wreck  of  the  ship, 
as  ye  shall  understand  the  truth  after  this." 
The  rest  of  the  letter  is  of  minor  matters  :  he 
informs  Sir  John  that  the  "herrings  that 
should  into  Essex,  are  there  by  the  grace  of 
God,"  the  cost  having  been  4/.  3*.  4d.  beside 
other  costs  ;  this  sum  must  have  purchased  a 


very  large  quantity  of  herrings  at  this  time, 
the  price  of  a  horse-load  being  stated  to  be 
4*.  6d.  in  Letter  Ixxv.  (vol.  i.  p.  57J.  Fenn 
guesses  they  were  for  winter  provisions,  but 
Paston  had  no  residence  in  Essex.  Swans 
are  also  promised  to  be  sent  into  Essex  by  the 
Lady-day  following ;  and  he  complains  that 
"  I  sold  yet  no  barley,  nor  none  can  above 
fourteen  pence  the  comb."  The  letter  is 
written  at  Mauteby  on  Sunday,  November  30, 
1477.] 


LETTER    CCCC1I.— (LXXXII.  vol.  ii.  p.  257.) 

[John  Paston  is  at  length  married,  and  to  Margery  Brews;  who  is  living,  not  with  her  parents  according 
to  one  of  the  proposed  arrangements,  but  at  Oxnead,  one  of  the  residences  of  the  family,  and  part  of  the 
jointure  of  Agnes  Paston,  her  husband  being  at  this  time  in  London.  It  is  a  pretty  simple  letter,  very 
characteristic  of  a  young  wife.  Sir  John  Fenn  queries  whether  the  date  assigned  to  it  is  right,  or  whether 
"our  Lady's  day"" and  "  Saint  Thomas's  day"  may  not  mean  the  visitation  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  July  2, 
and  the  translation  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket,  July  7,  1478.  We  think  the  present  date  right  from  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances;  the  next  letter  is  from  her  husband,  mentioning  her  removal  to  the  house  of  her 
fatlier  and  mother  on  account  of  her  situation,  and  is  dated  Jan.  21,  1477-8  ;  and  though  Sir  John  does 
not  write  till  August,  1478,  to  congratulate  his  brother  on  the  birth  of  an  heir,  yet  he  complains  of  the 
delay  which  had  taken  place  in  informing  him  of  the  event.] 

To  my  right  reverend  and  worshipful  husband,  John  Paston. 

and  that  is  so  cumbrous  that  I  am  weary  to 
wear  it. 

As  for  the  girdle  that  my  father  behested 
(promised}  me,  I  spake  to  him  thereof  a  little 
before  he  yed  (went}  to  London  last,  and  he 
said  to  me  that  the  fault  was  in  you  that  ye 
would  not  think  thereupon  to  do  make  it 
(to  have  it  made},  but  I  suppose  it  is  not  so, 
said  it  but  for  a  skeusacion  (an  excuse};  I 
pray  you,  if  ye  dare  take  it  upon  you,  that  ye 
will  vouchsafe  to  do  make  it  against  ye  come 
home,  for  I  had  never  more  need  thereof  than 
I  have  now,  for  I  have  waxed  so  fetys  (prettily} 
that  I  may  not  be  girt4  in  no  bar  of  no 

made  for  the  imperfections  of  female  spelling,  in  an 
age  of  unsettled  orthography.  [In  vol.  i.  p.  83,  the 
word  is  spelt  nutsterdcvelttrs.  In  Rymer's  '  Fcedera,' 
in  a  list  of  articles  shipped  from  England  for  the  use 
of  the  King  of  Portugal  and  the  Countess  of  Holland 
in  1428,  two  pieces  of  mustrevilers  and  two  pieces  of 
russet  mustrevilers  are  enumerated.] 

3  Qu.  grenouilliere,  frog-colour  ? 

4  The  same  very  natural  thought  occurs  in  the 
ancient  ballad  of  '  Child  Waters.'     See  Percy's  Col- 
lection, 3rd  edit,  vol  iii.  p.  55. 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  husband,  I 
recommend  me  to  you,  desiring  heartily  to 
hear  of  your  welfare,  thanking  you  for  the 
token  that  ye  sent  me  by  Edmund  Perys, 
praying  you  to  weet  that  my  mother  sent  to 
my  father  to  London  for  a  gown  cloth  of 
mustyrddevyllers2  to  make  of  a  gown  for  me ; 
and  he  told  my  mother  and  me  when  he  was 
come  home,  that  he  charged  you  to  buy  it 
after  that  he  was  come  out  of  London.  I 
pray  you,  if  it  be  riot  bought,  that  you  will 
vouchsafe  to  buy  it  and  send  it  home  as  soon 
as  ye  may,  for  I  have  no  gown  to  wear  this 
winter  but  my  black  and  my  green  a  Iyer,3 

1  [Wainscoats    were    planks   (probably   oak")   for 
lining  the  walls  of  rooms ;  clepaldes  or  clapboards 
were  boards  cut  ready  for  making  casks.] 

2  This  word  occurs  more  than  once  in  these  letters, 
but  the  meaning  of  it  I  cannot  ascertain  to  my  own 
satisfaction ;  though  perhaps  it  refers  to  some  place 
in  France  where  the  cloth  was  manufactured.     The 
following,  however,  appears  the  most  satisfactory 
explanation  :     Musterdevelers  —  mustyrddevyllers, 
mnitit',  or  (as  sometimes  anciently  and  erroneously 
spelt)  mestier  de  velours,  French,  a  half-velvet ;  or 
mesti<i   de  velours,  a   bastard- velvet.     Mestoyant  is 
also  an  old  Frencli  word,  signifying  between  both. 
On  the  present  occasion,  a  proper  allowance  must  be 


"  My  girdle  of  gold  that  was  too  longe, 
Is  now  too  short  formee." 


120 


PASTON  LETTERS. 


girdle  that  I  have  but  of  one.  Elizabeth 
JYvivl  hath  lain  sick  fifteen  or  sixteen  weeks 
of  the  sciatica,  but  she  sent  my  mother  word 
by  Kate  that  she  should  come  hither  when 
God  sent  time,  though  she  should  be  crod  | 
(carried}  in  a  barrow. 

John  of  Damme  was  here,  and  my  mother   j 
discovered  me  to  him,  and  he  said    by  his 
truth  that  he  was  not  gladder  of  nothing  that 
he    heard    this    twelvemonth   than    he  wa* 
thereof. 

J  may  no  longer  live  by  my  craft  (cunning"), 
I  am  discovered  of  all  men  that  see  me. 

Of  all  other  tilings  that  ye  desired  that  I 
should  send  you  word  of,  J  have  sent  you 
word  of  in  a  letter  that  I  did  write  on  our 
Lady's  day1  last  was;  the  Holy  Trinity  have 
you  in  his  keeping. 


Written  at  Oxnead,  in  right  good  haste,  on 
the  Thursday  next  before  Saint  Thomas's 
day.* 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  wear  the  ring3  with 
the  image  of  Saint  Margaret  that  I  sent  you  for 
a  remembrance  till  ye  come  home.  Ye  have 
left  me  such  a  remembrance  that  maketh  me 
to  think  upon  you  both  day  and  night  when 
I  would  sleep. 

Yours, 

MARGERY  PASTON. 


Oxn-ml, 

Thursday.  IsUi  of  December. 
1477.     171-;.  IV. 


r 


LETTER   CCCCIII.— (XLVI1I.  vol.  v.  p.  209.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  in  this  letter  advises  his  brother 
.Sir  John  to  conclude  his  matters  now,  if  pos- 

.  with  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  probably 
matters  relating  to  the  contested  property  at 
Heylesdon  and  elsewhere,  because  "  an  hun- 
dred marks  (66/.  13*.  4</.)  will  do  more  in 
their  need  than  ye  shall  peradventure  do  with 
two  hundred  marks  iii  time  coming,"  some 
of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  folks  having  "let  me 
in  secret  wise  have  knowledge  that  he  (the 
Duke)  must  make  a  shift  for  money,  and  that 
in  all  haste;"  and  the  Duchess  is  said  to  be 
the  person  to  treat  with,  "as  for  my  lord,  he 

.th  not  to  be  moved  till  it  shall  be  as 
L'ood  as  ready  for  the  sealing."  John  Paston 
informs  his  brother  that  the  priest  of  the 
newly-founded  chapel  at  Caister  had  written 
by  an  attorney  for  an  account  and  payment 
of  his  profits,  and  suggests  that  as  "ye  said 
unto  rue  that  ye  would  assay  to  make  a  bar- 
gain witli  him  so  that  ye  mi^ht  have  a 

Dg   in    Carter:    Sir.  niethink  ye  cannot 

••i'l>tioii  of  our  Lady,  8th  •-: 

f  hor  favourite 
Til  l,y  IIIT  1    . 
Jxi'd  UIKIU   iis  u   ;  uardian  to  IHT  in  IIIT 


have  so  good   a  season  to   move   him   with 
it   as   now   this   parliament   time,  for    now 
I  think  he  shall  l>e  awaiting  on  the  queen  ;4 
and  also  if  ye  might  compound  with  him  ere 
he  wist  what  the  value  were,  it  were  the 
ter.v     He  says,  "  We  would  fain  hear  of  all 
your  royalty  at  London,  as  of  the  marriage  of 
my  Lord  of  York."     This  was  the  mar; 
of  the  younger  son  of  Edward  IV.    to 
Mow  bray,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  John 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  died  very  young,  and 
which   took  place  on   Jan.   15,    1 177-S?  and 
fixes  the  correctness  of  the  date  of  this  letter. 
He  then  concludes,  "  And,  Sir,  as  for  my 
j   housewife,  1  am  fain  to  carry  her  to  see  her 
i    father  and  her  friends  now  this  winter. 
|    trow  she  will  l>e  out  of  fashion 
summer.''      The   letter  is  written 
house  of  Playters,  where  he  stayed  in  his  jiro- 
••  from    my   lather  Hreu 
:.<!   is  dated  Jan.   21.  17    Edwaid   IV., 

1477-8.] 


tlu-n  situation,  and  be  a  mean*  of  ;  r  from 

*  [T 
cliai  Uiu  also  to  tiie  <t 
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LETTER    CCCCI V.— (XLIX.  vol.  v.  p.  213.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  writes  to  his  mother  from 
Swainsthorp,  informing  her  of  his  having 
made  an  appointment  for  her  with  James 
Hubbart  and  Dr.  Pykenham  at  Norwich 
during  the  week  after  Midlent  Sunday,  for 
the  purpose  of  advising  her  on  certain  matters 
relating  to  her  property ;  and  in  a  postscript 
tells  her  she  ought  to  be  in  Norwich  five  or 
six  days  before  the  lawyers,  to  look  up  her 
evidences  and  all  other  things ;  probably  her 
title-deeds  connected  with  the  property  dis- 
puted between  her  and  the  Duke  of  Suffolk. 
Being  now  married  himself,  John  Paston 
seems  to  have  been  employing  his  talents  for 
match-making  in  favour  of  his  brother  Ed- 
mund; and  he  writes  to  his  mother — "I 
heard  while  I  was  in  London  where  was  a 
goodly  young  woman  to  marry,  which  was 
daughter  to  one  SelF,  a  mercer,  and  she  shall 
have  200/.  in  money  to  her  marriage,  and 
twenty  marks  (13/.  6*.  Sd.)  by  year  of  land, 
after  the  decease  of  a  step-mother  of  hers, 
which  is  upon  fifty  years  of  age  ;  and  ere  I 
departed  out  of  London  I  spake  with  some  of 
the  maid's  .friends,  and  have  gotten  their  good 
wills  to  have  her  married  to  my  brother  Ed- 
mund :  notwithstanding  those  friends  of  the 
maid's  that  I  communed  with  advised  me  to 
get  the  good  will  of  one  Sturmyn,  which  is  in 
Master  Pykenham's  danger  (debt)  so  much 
that  he  is  glad  to  please  him.  And  so  I 
moved  this  matter  to  Master  Pykenham,  and 
incontinently  he  sent  for  Sturmyn,  and  deli- 
vered his  good  will  for  my  brother  Edmund  ; 
and  he  granted  him  his  good  will,  so  that  he 
could  get  the  good  will  of  the  remanent  that 
were  executors  to  Seft'  as  well  as  the  said 
Sturmyn  was;  and  thus  far  forth  is  the 


matter."  He  then  requests  a  letter  from  his 
mother  in  favour  of  Edmund  to  Dr.  Pyken- 
ham, and  he  says — "arid, for  I  am  acquainted 
with  your  conditions  of  old,  that  ye  reck  not 
who  inditeth  more  letters  than  ye,  therefore  I 
have  drawn  a  note  to  your  secretary's  hand, 
Friar  Perse,  which  letter  we  must  pray  you 
to  send  us  by  the  bearer  hereof,  and  I  trust  it 
shall  not  be  long  from  Master  Pykenham." 
John  Paston  seems  to  have  been  possessed 
with  a  most  active  spirit  of  intrigue.  Ed- 
mund Paston  was  at  this  time  staying  at 
Swainsthorp,  which,  however,  his  brother  says 
"for  none  interest  that  his  hostess  your 
daughter  nor  I  could  intreat  him,  might  not 
keep  him  but  that  he  would  have  been  at 
home  with  you  at  Mauteby  on  Sunday  last 
past  at  night ;  and  as  he  was  departing  from 
hence  had  we  word  from  French's  wife  that, 
God  yeld  (thank)  you,  mother,  ye  had  given 
him  leave  to  disport  him  here  with  us  for  a 
seven  or  eight  days,  and  so  the  drevyll  (simple- 
ton) lost  his  thank  of  us  and  yet  abode  never- 
theless. Your  daughter  sendeth  you  part  of 
such  poor  stuff  as  I  sent  her  from  London, 
beseeching  you  to  take  it  in  gree  (favour), 
though  it  be  little  plenty  that  she  sendeth 
you;  but  as  for  dates,  I  will  say  truth,  ye 
have  not  so  many  by  two  pounds  as  were 
meant  unto  you,  for  she  thinks  at  this  season 
dates  right  good  meat,  whatsoever  it  meaneth, 
I  pray  God  send  good  tidings."  Fenn  says 
that  dates  were  formerly  considered  whole- 
some for  ladies  in  Margery  Paston's  situation, 
and  at  any  rate  the  notice  is  curious.  The 
letter  is  dated  Ash  Wednesday,  Feb.  4, 
1477-8.] 


LETTER  CCCCV.— (XXII.  vol.  i.  p.  297.) 

[This  letter  combines  very  curiously  an  account  of  the  writer's  schoolboy  studies  and  progress  with  that  of 
his  courtship  and  a  description  of  his  mistress.  Besides  an  interesting  picture  of  the  domestic  manners  of 
the  time,  it  proves,  as  is  remarked  by  Hallam  in  his  '  State  of  Europe  during  the  Middle  Ages,'  vol.  iii. 
p.  597,  "  that  Latin  versification  was  taught  at  Eton  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  Edward  the  IVth'sreign.  It  is 
true  that  the  specimen  he  (Master  Wm.  Paston)  rather  proudly  exhibits,  does  not  much  differ  from  what  we 
denominate  nonsense  verses.  But  a  more  material  observation  is,  that  the  sons  of  country  gentlemen  living  at 
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a  considerable  distance  were  already  sent  to  public  schools  for  grammatical  education."     "We  may 
Paston  wa* apparently  not  on  the  foundation,  but  sent  as  a  boarder.  Fenn  says  he  was  "  at  this  time  I  - 
about  eighteen  or  twenty,  a  time  of  life  when  he  might  have  been   better  employed  than  in  leai. 
make  verses."     True:  and  he  might  have  been  worst;  employed, — at  any  rate  his  letter  prove>  ' 
attention  was  not  by  any  means  solely  directed  to  this  one  object.     His  eyes  are  open  to  the  c-h 
youth  and  beauty,  and  he  seems  to  have  adopted  the  aristocratic  feeling  in  favour  of  slender  hands  ;  while 
he  is  by  no  means  dull  to  the  dictates  of  worldly  prudence.] 

To  his  worshipful  brother,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 

RIGHT  reverend  and  worshipful  brother,  after 
all  duties  of  recommendation  I  recommend 
me  to  you,  desiring  to  hear  of  your  pros- 
perity and  welfare,  which  I  pray  God  long 
to  continue  to  his  pleasure  and  to  your  heart's 
•  •;  letting  you  weet  that  I  received  a 
letter  from  you,  in  the  which  letter  was  8'/. 
with  the  which  I  should  buy  a  pair  of  slip- 
pers. 

Furthermore  certifying  you  as  for  the 
13*.  4</.  which  ye  sent  by  a  gentleman's  man 
for  my  board,  called  Thomas  Newton,  was 
delivered  to  mine  hostess,  and  so  to  my 
creancer  (creditor^),  Mr.  Thomas  Stevenson ; 
and  he  heartily  recommended  him  to  you; 
also  ye  sent  me  word  in  the  letter  of  121b.  of 
figgs  1  and  81b.  of  raisins ;  I  have  them  not 
delivered,  but  I  doubt,  not  I  shall  have,  for 
Alweder  told  me  of  them,  and  he  said  that 
they  came  after  in  another  barge. 

And  as  for  the  young  gentlewoman,  I  will 
certify  you  how  I  first  fell  in  acquaintance 
with  her;  her  father  is  dead,  there  be  two 
sisters  of  them,  the  elder  is  just  wedded;  at 
which  wedding  I  was  with  mine  hostess,  and 
also  desired  (invited)  by  the  gentleman  him- 
self, called  William  Swan,  whose  dwelling  is 
in  Eton.  So  it  fortuned  that  mine  hostess 
rejx)rted  on  me  otherwise  than  I  was  worthy,2 
so  that  her  mother  commanded  her  to  make 
me  good  cheer,  and  so  in  good  faith  she  did ; 
she  is  not  abiding  where  she  is  now,  her 


1  These  were  for  his  subsistence  in  Lent. 
3  [Beyond  what  I  was  worthy  of.] 
'    •  In  flT'.i  the  fir>t  Sunday  in  Lent  fell  on  the  28th 
(if  February,  which  agrees  w  itll  the  date,  St.  Mathias 
the  iMth  of  February.     Sheen  is  now  called 
Kichmond,  so  named  by  Henry  VII. 

1  <M   these  verses    I    can    make    nothing;  but  an 
ti  friend  has  attempted  the  folio  v 

Uuomodo  non  valet  hora,  valet  • 
I  tide  dictum  vel  deductum  ? 

\empbn  i.     Non  di. 
Omnia  supplrri ;  MM!  tarn  en  ill  i 


dwelling  is  in  London  ;  but  her  mother  and 
she  came  to  a  place  of  hers  five  miles  from 
Eton  where  the  wedding  was,  for  because  it 
was  nigh  to  the  gentleman  which  wedded  her 
daughter  ;  arid  on  Monday  next  coming,  that 
is  to  say,  the  first  Monday  of  Clean  Lent,8  her 
mother  and  she  will  go  to  the  pardon  at  Sli> 
and  so  forth  to  London,  and  there  to  abide  in 
a  place  of  hers  in  Bow  Churchyard  ;  and  if  it 
please  you  to  inquire  of  her,  her  mother's  i 
is  Mistress  Alborow,  the  name  of  the  dan 
is  Margaret  Alborow,  the  age  of  her  is,  by  all 
likelyhood,  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  at  the 
farthest;  and  as  for  the  money  and  plate,  it  is 
ready  whensoever  she  were  wedded ;  but  as 
for  the  livelihood,  I  trow  (7  believe)  not  till 
after  her  mother's  decease,  but  I  cannot  tell 
you  for  very  certain,  but  you  may  know  by 
inquiring. 

And  as  for  her  beauty,  judge  you  that 
when  you  see  her,  if  so  be  that  ye  take  the 
labour;  and  specially  behold  her  hands,  for 
and  if  it  be  as  it  is  told  me,  she  is  disposed 
to  be  thick. 

And  as  for  my  coming  from  Eton,  I  lack 
nothing  but  versifying,  which  I  trust  to  have 
with  a  little  continuance. 
Quare,    Quomodo.     Non    valet   1 
mora. 

r,id,-di          U 

Arbore    jam    videas    exempliim. 

-tint 
Omnia  supplm.  S.M!  tu  ilia  mora.4 


Perhaps    the    woi. 
attempt   at  a  dMich  exhibit  only  a 

Ul   at    school,   with 

.    jn    it.     <  Mi    this    : : 
pentameter  appear  t  • 

|.arti<-ulari-e    their 

That  \  edification,  however,  wa»  att 
public  schools,  at    t!.. 
twined  by  such  imperfect  lines,  as  w 

performance. 


It  i<  ne*il- 
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And  these  two  verses  aforesaid  be  of  mine 

own  making. 
No  more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  God  have 

you  in  his  keeping. 


Eton, 

Wednesday,  23d  of  February, 
1478-9.     18  E.  IV. 


Written  at  Eton  the  even  of  Saint  Mathias 
the  Apostle,  in  haste,  with  the  hand  of  your 
brother. 

WILLIAM  PASTON,  junior. 

r?> 


LETTER    CCCCVI.— (L.  vol.  v.  p.  221 .) 


[THIS  is  a  very  strange  letter.  The  writer, 
after  recommending  herself  in  the  usual  style, 
proceeds  thus  :  "  Touching  the  cause  of  my 
writing  to  your  mastership  is,  forasmuch 
as  I  appointed  with  you  to  have  been  with 
you  by  the  day  that  ye  assigned  me  of,  the 
which,  without  your  good  supportation,  I 
cannot  well  have  mine  intent,  without  it 
please  you  to  send  one  of  your  men  to  me, 
and  I  shall  provide  a  letter  in  mine  uncle's 
name,  the  which  he  shall  deliver  to  my 
cousin  as  (if)  he  were  my  uncle's  mes- 
senger ;  and  by  this  mean  I  will  come  at  your 
request,  for  my  cousin  would  I  should  not 
depart  with  him  (leave  him},  without  it  were 
to  mine  uncle's  service ;  his  and  all  others  I 
refuse  for  yours,  if  my  simple  service  may  be 
to  your  pleasure  ;  and  of  an  answer  hereof  I 
beseech  you  by  the  bringer  of  my  bill,  and  I 
will  conform  me  to  your  intent  by  the  grace 
of  God,  the  which  mot  (may)  preserve  you  at 
all  hours."  Signed  "  By  your  woman  and 
servant,  CONSTANCE  RENNYFORTH,"  Cobham, 
Saturday,  March  21,  1477-8.  By  this  lady 
Sir  John  had  a  natural  daughter,  to  whom  her 
mother  left  ten  marks,  by  will,  dated  Feb.  4, 
1481,  on  her  coming  of  age  ;  she  afterwards  ap- 
pears to  have  resided  with  her  uncle  John  Pas- 
ton,  then  Sir  John,  between  1495  and  1500,  and 
to  have  been  sought  in  marriage  by  John  Clip- 


pesby,  of  Oby,  Esq.,  as  appears  from  another 
letter  given  in  the  Fifth  Vol.  of  the  quarto 
edition,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  Sir  John 
Fenn  says  "  The  style  of  this  letter  is  artless 
and  simple,  but  the  lady's  contrivance  by  a 
forged  letter,  as  from  her  uncle  to  her  cousin, 
to  leave  him  and  to  go  to  Sir  John,  shows  she 
understood  what  she  had  undertaken,  and  that 
her  attachment  to  him  got  the  better  of  every 
other  consideration."  Artless  and  simple ! 
He  adds  "no  one  can  read  this  letter  without 
feeling  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  her  writer." 
To  us  the  style  of  language,  so  obscure  and 
involved,  and  the  spelling,  which  is  riot  very 
good  in  the  original,  seems  rather  that  of  a 
bold  and  perhaps  vulgar  woman ;  and  Sir  John 
is  here  strangely  at  issue  with  his  own  remarks, 
upon  which  we  made  a  few  observations  in 
Letter  ccxlvii.  vol.  i.  p.  199.] 


LETTER   CCCCVII.— (LXXXIII.  vol.  ii.  p.  261.) 

It  appears  by  this  letter  that  Sir  John  Paston  feared  that  his  mother  would  not  send  the  cloth  of  gold  to  him 
lest  he  should  sell  it,  and  not  apply  the  money  to  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  tomb  to  the  memory  of  his 
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i-as  buried  very  sumptuously  in  Bromholm  Priory  ;  and 
probably  a  suitable  tomb  should  have  been  immediately  erected,  but  had  been  deterred  by  Sir  Join 


father,  who  had  now  been  dead  twelve  years, 
probably  a  suitable  tomb  should  have 
time  to  time  on  account  of  the  expense. 

To  my  right  worshipful  mother,  Margaret  Patton,  be  this  delivered. 


from 


PLEASE  it  you  to  weet,  that  whereas  I  in- 
tended to  have  been  at  home  this  Midsummer, 
and  purposed  with  your  good  help  to  have 
begun  upon  my  father's  tomb  so  that  it  might 
have  been  ended  this  summer;  it  is  so,  that 
for  such  causes  as  are  now  begun  between  my 
Lord  of  Sufl'olk  and  me  for  the  manors  of 
Heylesdon,  Drayton,  &c.,  for  which  matters  I 
must  needs  be  here  this  next  term  ;  therefore 
I  deem  it  would  be  after  Midsummer  ere  than 
(before)  I  can  see  you. 

Please  it  you  also  to  weet  that  I  communed 
with  Master  Pykenham  to  weet  if  he  would 
buy  the  cloth  of  gold  for  so  much  as  he  de- 
sired once  to  have  bought  it,  and  he  offered 
me  once  20  marks  (13/.  6*.  8</.)  therefor,  ne- 
vertheless it  cost  me  247. ;  yet  now,  when  that  I 
spake  to  him  thereof,  he  refused  to  buy  it ; 
and  said  that  he  had  now  so  many  charges 
that  he  may  not. 

But  it  is  so  that  the  king  doth  make  certain 
copes  and  vestments  of  like  cloth,  which  he 
intendeth  to  give  to  the  college  of  Fotherin- 
L-ay  where  my  Lord  his  father  is  now  buried, 
and  he  buyeth  at  a  great  price;  I  communed 
witli  the  vestment  maker  for  to  help  me  forth 
witli  twelve  yards,  and  he  hath  granted  to  do 
as  Wheatley  can  tell  you;  wherefore  if  it 
please  you  that  it  be  bestowed  for  to  make  a 
tomb  for  my  father  at  liromholm,  if  ye  like 
to  send  it  hither,  if  it  be  sold  I  undertake  ere 


Michaelmas  that  there  shall  be  a  tomb  and 
somewhat  else  over  my  father's  grave,  on 
whose  soul  God  have  mercy,  that  there  shall 
none  be  like  it  in  Norfolk;  and  as  ye  shall  be 
glad  hereafter  to  see  it ;  and  God  send  me 
leisure  that  I  may  come  home,  and  if  I  do 
not,  yet  the  money  shall  be  put  to  none 
other  use,  but  kept  by  some  that  ye  trust  till 
that  it  may  be  bestowed  according  as  is  above 
written,  and  else  I  give  you  cause  never  to 
trust  me  while  ye  and  I  live. 

When  I  was  last  with  you,  ye  granted  that 
the  said  cloth  of  gold  should  be  IKJ\\ 
(expended  in  exchange}  about  this  work  that  is 
above  written,  which,  if  ye  will  perform,  I 
undertake  that  there  shall  be  such  a  tomb  as 
ye  shall  be  pleased  at,  though  it  cost  me 
20  marks  (13/.  6*.  &/.)  of  mine  own  purse 
beside,  if  I  once  set  upon  it. 

No  more,  but  I  beseech  God  have  you  in 
his  keeping. 

Written    at    London    the    Wedin 
Whitsun-week,  in  the  18th  year  of  Edward  IV. 

Please  it  you  to  send  me  word  by  Wheatley 
of  your  pleasure  herein. 

By  your  son, 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 


London, 

day.  ISth  of  May, 

.:.  iv. 


LETTER    CCCCVIII.— (LI.  vol.  v.  p.  22o.) 


[WALTER  PASTON  writes  to  his  mother  Mar- 
piret  from  Oxford  relative  to  his  e\; 
there.  H--  lays,  -t  I  marvel  sore  that  you  sent 
me  no  urnd  of  tin1  letter  which  I  sent  to  you 
l,y  Master  William  Brown  at  Kaster.  I  sent 
vim  word  that  time  that  I  should  s.-nd  you 
.irtimlarly;  but  as  at  this 
time  the  bearer  herei'!'  had  a  letter  suddenly 
that  he  should  come  lumie,  and  therefore  I 

.   have    no  i-  u  on 

that  wise,  and  then-lore  I  shall  uriie  to  you  in 

i.tter    the    whole    sum    of   my    excuses 
with  you  till  E.uster  last  jia-1. 


also  the  receipts,  reckoning  the  twenty  shil- 
lings that  I   had  of  you  to  Oxon 

-imp's  finding: — 
The    whole   sum    of  receipts    £. 


And  the   whole  sum   of  ex- 


penses is 

And  that  [ii'hai]  C 
my    receipts    and     u. 
;i.ive  burro  v. 

,;nund,     ami     it 
drawethto 0 


and  yet  I  reckon  none  expenses  ti: 
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but  as  for  them  they  be  not  great."  Fenn 
says,  "Had  this  letter  contained  a  particular 
account  of  Walter  Paston's  expenses  at  Ox- 
ford it  would  have  been  more  curious;  we 
must,  however,  take  it  as  we  find  it,  and  be 
content  with  knowing  that  he  had  expended 
Gl.  5s.  5%d.  from  the  time  he  left  his  mother  to 
Easter  last,  which  this  year  fell  on  the  22nd 
March,  from  which  time  it  was  now  two 
months,  and  of  the  expenses  *  since  incurred ' 
lie  says  '  they  be  not  great.'  We  may  there- 
fore conclude  the  former  account  was  from 
the  Michaelmas  preceding,  and  a  moderate 
one ;  if  so  we  may  fairly  estimate  his  univer- 
sity education  at  100/.  a-year  of  our  present 


money.  I  mean  that  12/.  10s.  ll^d.  would 
then  procure  as  many  necessaries  and  com- 
forts as  100A  will  at  this  day."  This  letter  is 
dated  Tuesday,  May  19,  1478,  and  is  signed 
"  By  your  sonn  and  scoler,  Walter  Pas  ton/' 
We  add  the  autograph. 


LETTER   CCCCIX, 

[J.  WHETLEY  (or  WTheatley)  here  writes  a 
long  letter  to  Sir  John  Pastori,  "  lodged  at  the 
sign  of  the  George  at  Paul's  Wharf  in  Lon- 
don," about  divers  matters  connected  with  the 
litigated  titles  to  Heylesdon  and  Dray  ton  ma- 
nors. He  says,  "  First,  your  subpoena  to  Den- 
ton  was  delivered  by  me  on  Trinity  Sunday 
in  his  parish  church  at  matins  time,  before 
all  the  substance  of  the  parish."  The  serving 
of  a  subpffina  on  a  Sunday  in  service  time, 
and  publicly,  is  a  very  curious  circumstance, 
and  it  is  not  mentioned  as  being  at  all  out  of 
the  ordinary  course:  when  personal  feelings 
or  interests  were  involved  the  clergy  seem  to 
have  been  treated  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
the  laity.  He  then  proceeds  to  describe  the 
proceedings  at  Drayton  and  Heylesdon,  and 
gives  us  a  lively  sketch  of  the  Duke  of  Suf- 
folk's blustering  bearing  and  manners,  seem- 
ing to  have  out-Heroded  Herod.  "As  for 
Drayton  wood  it  is  not  all  down  yet,  but  it 
draws  fast  toward.  I  have  the  names  of  all 
the  ministers  (servants  or  agents^)  of  and  in  that 
wood,  and  more  shall  know  ere  I  come  if  there 
be  any  more  dealing,  &c.  And  as  for  Hey- 
lesdon, my  Lord  of  Suffolk1  was  there  on  Wed- 


1  John  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  married  Eliza- 
beth, third  daughter  of  RichardPlantagenet.and  sister 
of  Edward  IV.  They  both  lie  buried  at  Win-field, 
in  Suffolk.  [In  the  previous  volume,  at  page  19,  we 
have  stated  that  Fenn  was  iu  error  as  to  the  monu- 
ments of  the  De  la  Poles;  but  we  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  the  error  isj  not  iu 
his  statement,  but  in  those  of  Stothard  and  the 


-(LII.  vol.  V.  p.  229.) 

nesday  in  Whitsun  week  (13th  May),  and  there 
dined,  and  drew  a  stew,  and  took  great  plenty  of 


'  Gentleman's  Magazine,'  as  there  quoted.  By  the 
favour  of  a  gentleman  resident  at  Wingfield,  wo 
learn  that  there  exists,  on  vellum,  "  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  Delapoles,  collected  1684  by  William 
Bedford,  perpetual  curate  of  Wingfield,"  which  for- 
merly hung  in  a  frame  iu  the  church.  It  is  there 
stated  of  Duke  William,  that  "  his  body  was  cast  up 
at  Dover,  and  buried  at  the  Charter-house  at  Hull ; 
but  after,  the  body  was  translated,  and  honourably 
interred  in  the  church  of  Wingfield  in  Suffolk.  This 
Duke  William  is  represented  by  the  figure  that 
lieth  alone  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  of 
Wiugfield."  Weever,  in  his  'Ancient  Funeral  Mo- 
numents,' 1631,  says,  on  the  authorities  of  Hall 
and  the  '  Catalogue  of  Honours,'  by  Brooke,  that 
Duke  William  was  "  brought  to  this  college,  and 
here  honourably  interred ;"  but  he  makes  no  men- 
tion of  the  monument.  Gough,  in  his  '  Sepulchral 
Monuments,'  1786  and  1796,  thus  describes  it : — 

"In  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  at  Wingfield, 
without  the  rails,  under  a  purfied  arch  with  a  bou- 
quet on  the  point,  and  a  quatrefoil  in  the  pediment, 
on  a  freestone  altar  tomb,  lies  a  freestone  figure  of 
an  armed  knight,  with  whiskers,  pointed  helmet, 
gorget  of  mail,  gauntlets,  square-toed  shoes,  no 
sword  or  dagger,  lion  at  his  feet,  and  under  his 
head  a  helmet  without  a  crest ;  four  plain  quatre- 
foils,  with  shields  on  the  front  of  the  tomb." 

Stothard  has  given  this  figure  in  his  '  Monu- 
mental Elhgies,'  but  calls  it  the  effigies  of  a  Wiug- 
field of  Letheiingham  ;  and  in  a  second  engraving, 
representing  the  "details,  with  the  figure  as  origi- 
nally painted,"  he  has  depicted  on  the  sword-belt 
the  arms  of  Wingfield  in  conformity  with  this  idea, 
but  for  which  the  monument  itself  gives  not  the 
slightest  authority ;  for  the  correspondent  to  whom 
we  have  already  acknowledged  our  obligation  says, 
"  I  can  discover  no  appearance  of  arms  of  any  kind 
on  any  pait  of  the  figure,  nor  can  I  see  anything 
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fish ;  yet  hath  he  left  you  a  pike  or  two  again 
ye  come,  the  which  would  be  great  comfort  to 
all  your  friends  and  discomfort  to  your  ene- 
mies; for  at  his  being  there  that  day  there 
was  never  no  man  that  played  Herod  in  Cor- 
pus Christi  play1  better,  and  more  agreeable 
to  his  pageant,  than  he  did  ;  but  ye  shall  un- 
derstand that  it  was  afternoon  and  the  weather 
hot,  and  he  so  feeble  for  sickness  that  his  legs 
would  not  bear  him,  but  there  was  two  men 
had  great  pain  to  keep  him  on  his  feet;  and 
there  ye  were  judged.  Some  said  '  slay,'  some 
said  '  put  him  in  prison;'  and  forth  come  my 
lord,  and  he  would  meet  you  with  a  spear, 
and  have  none  other  mends  (amends)  for  that 
trouble  as  ye  have  put  him  to  but  your 
heart's  blood,  and  that  will  he  get  with 
his  own  hands ;  for  and  (if)  ye  have  Heyles- 
don  and  Drayton  ye  shall  have  his  life  with 
it;  and  so  he  comforted  your  enemies  with 
that  word  that  they  have  dealed  and  dealeth 
with  the  wood ;  and  (the}  most  principal  now 
is  Nicholas  Ovy,  for  as  for  Farrer2  the  mayor 
he  deals  not  without  it  be  under  covert ;  for 
it  is  said  that  he  besought  my  lord  that  he 
might  have  other  assignments  for  his  money 
that  he  had  paid,  for  plainly  he  would  deal 
no  more  with  the  wood  ;  and  so  my  lord  hath 
set  in  the  bailiff  of  Cossey  :  and  all  is  done 

like  an  inscription ."  Stothard  has  also  added,  on 
the  authority  of  Weever,  a  mutilated  inscription,  as 
belonging  to  this  tomb  :  "  Hie  jacet  Domiuus  Wing- 
field  de  Letheringliam cujus  anime."  But 

both  Weever  and  Gough  distinctly  separate  the 
monument  and  the  inscriptions.  Weever  says,  some 
sentences  after  mentioning  the  three  Dukes  of  Suf- 
folk, "  In  the  parish  church  are  these  inscriptions  or 
epitaphs : — 

Ric.  de  la  Pole      1  sons  of  Mich. 

.Tohan.  de  la  Pole  J     de  la  Pole. 

Dom.  Winijfield  <lu  Letheriugham,"  &c. 
This,  however,  has  probably  been  the  foundation  of 
th«;  mistake;  and  we  are  not  aware  that  the  writer 
of  the  article  ill  the  'Gentleman's  Ma:,'a/.iue'  hud 
any  other  authority  ttiau  Stothard' s.  That  the 
elli^y  is  in  truth  that  of  the  unfortunate  William 
de  la  Pole  is  still  farther  confirmed,  as  our  cor- 
respondent t'.e  use  of  the  lion  at  the 
II  in  the  other  De  la  Pole  monuments.] 

1  [The  old  mysteries  or  miracle  plays.     Corpus 

i  day  is  the  Thursday  after  the  octave  of  Whit- 
suntide, a  time  when  the  mysteries  were  frequently 
med.] 

2  [Uichard    Farror,  or   Ferriour,  was  five  times 
mayor  of  Norwich,  in  1473,  1478,  1483,  1493,  and 


in  his  name ;  and  as  for  his  servants,  they 
daily  threat  my  master  your  brother  and  me 
to  slay  for  coming  on  their  lord's  ground ;  ami 
they  say  that  we  made  aventure,  and  they  be 
answered  as  ye  commanded  me,  for  many 
a  great  challenge  make  they  to  Master  John, 
both  Master  Wodehouse,  Wiseman,  with  other 
divers  that  I  know  not  their  names,  but  he 
holdeth  his  own  that  they  get  no  ground  of 
him  ;  and  this  he  lets  them  know,  that  if  they 
beat  him  or  any  of  his  they  shall  abide  (tuf- 
fer)  six  for  one,  and  so  they  deal  not  but  with 
their  tongues;  and  as  yet,  since  Farrer  was  at 
London,  there  passes  not  three  acres  of  wood 
down,  but  they  carry  fast  for  fear  of  rain.'' 
It  is  also  added,  farther  on,  that  Farrer  is  said 
to  have  denied  being  aware  that  Sir  J.  Paston 
had  an  interest  in  the  manors,  and  also  that 
"  Wiseman  was  bound  to  Farrer  to  save  him 
harmless,  and  he  had  for  bringing  that  matter 
about,  that  Farrer  should  have  the  wood, 
twenty  shillings."  This  we  suppose  was  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  cus- 
tomer from  the  generally-known  disputed  title 
to  the  property.  Wheatley  then  mentions 
that  he  had  applied  to  one  Popy  for  money 
claimed  from  him  by  Paston,  "  which  as  he 
(Popy)  saith  is  a  strange  thing  to  him,"  for  as 
it  appears  the  person  who  owed  the  debt  was 
"his  uncle ;  but  he  was,  it  seems,  not  unwilling 
to  pay  a  part  for  a  release  from  the  whole, 
like  a  wise  man,  rather  than  be  probably  in- 
volved in  a  law-suit.  Wheatley  next  states 
tliat  Worcester  (or  Botoner)  is  again  moving 
as  to  Sir  J.  Fastolf  s  affairs,  but  he  does  not 
write  fully,  as  he  expects  to  be  with  Sir  John 
in  alxmt  a  week,  "•  without  I  may  have 
comfort  of  money  than  I  have  yet."  He 
adds,  "  And  as  for  my  mistress,  your  m 
(she)  hath  been  greatly  diseased  and  so  sick 
that  she  weened  to  have  died,  and  h;:th 
her  will,  the  which  ye  shall  understand  more 
when  I  come,  for  there  is  every  man  tor  him- 
self; I  know  not  the  circumstance  of  every 
thing  as  yet,  and  therefore  I  write  no  more  to 
you  therein,  but  1  am  promised  to  know  ere 
I  ilepart  from  tl.  took 

effect,  ;is  i  :i  was 

.I.it,-d  Feb.  i.  1181.     This  Ion-  and  int. 
ing   letter    is  datod   from  Norwich,  May  20, 
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LETTER    CCCCX.— (LXXXIV.  vol.  ii.  p.  265.) 

The  following  is  indorsed,  "  Lra  Johi  Paston  mil  p.  qua  patet."  "  Se  fore  in  magno  favore  Regis."  This 
letter  is  in  answer  to  that  of  Sir  John  Paston  to  his  mother,  dated  13th  of  May,  1478,  and  shows  the  desire 
that  she  had  that  some  tomb  should  be  erected  over  her  husband's  grave.  [The  mention  of  Clere  expend- 
ing 100/.  upon  the  desks  in  the  choir  is  very  curious:  the  sum  is  large,  but  was  probably  for  the  rich 
though  sometimes  grotesque  carvings  so  profusely  lavished  or  some  of  our  ancient  religious  edifices.  Her 
advice  regarding  the  marriage  is  also  noticeable,  if  only  for  the  kindly  womanly  feeling  that  breaks  out 
through  the  other  selfish  motives  suggested  by  her,  "  if  ye  can  find  in  your  heart  to  love  her."] 

To  the  right  worshipful  Sir  John  Paston,  Knight. 


I  GREET  you  well,  and  send  you  God's  bless- 
ing and  mine ;  letting  you  weet  that  I  have 
sent  you  by  Wheatley  the  cloth  of  gold, 
charging  you  that  it  be  not  sold  to  none  other 
use  than  to  the  performing  of  your  father's 
tomb  as  ye  send  me  word  in  writing ;  if  ye 
sell  it  to  any  other  use,  by  my  troth,  I  shall 
never  trust  you  while  I  live. 

Remember  that  it  cost  me  20  marks 
(13  .  6s.  8d.)  the  pledging  out  of  it,  and  if  I 
were  not  glad  to  see  that  made,  I  would  not 
depart  from  it.  Remember  you  what  charge 
I  have  had  with  you  of  late,  which  will  not 
be  for  my  ease  this  two  years ;  when  ye  may, 
better,  I  trust  ye  will  remember  it. 

My  cousin  Clere1  doth  as  much  cost  at 
Bromholm  as  will  draw  an  100/.  upon  the 
desks  in  the  choir,  and  in  other  places,  and 
Hey  don  in  likewise,  and  if  there  should  nothing 
be  done  for  your  father  it  would  be  too  great 
a  shame  for  us  all,  and  in  chief  to  see  him  lie 
as  he  doth. 

Also  as  I  understand  it,  my  cousin  Robert 
Clere  thinketh  great  unkindness  in  dealing 
with  him  of  Peacock,  for  certain  pasture  that 
ye  granted  him  to  have,  and  Peacock  hath  let 
it  to  others,  such  as  he  list  to  let  it  to,  notwith- 
standing my  cousin  hath  laid  the  pasture  with 
his  cattle,  and  Peacock  hath  distrained  them. 
I  think  this  dealing  is  not  as  it  should  be  :  I 
would  that  each  of  you  should  do  for  other, 
and  live  as  kinsmen  and  friends;  for  such 
servants  may  make  trouble  betwixt  you,  which 
were  against  courtesy,  so  nigh  neighbours  as 
ye  be.  He  is  a  man  of  substance  and  worship, 
and  so  will  be  taken  in  this  shire ;  and  I  were 


1  William  or  Thomas  Clere ;  they  both  died  with- 
out issue,  and  were  succeeded  by  Robert  their  next 
brother,  who  was  knighted  in  1494  and  died  in  1529. 
The  advice  which  she  gives  her  son  respecting  his 


loath  that  ye  should  lose  the  good  will  of  such 
as  may  do  for  you. 

Item,  whereas  ye  have  begun  your  claim  in 
Heylesdon  and  Drayton,  I  pray  God  send  you 
good  speed  and  furtherance  in  it ;  ye  have  as 

d  a  season  as  ye  would  wish,  considering 
that  your  adversary  stands  not  in  best  favour 
with  the  king. 

Also  ye  have  the  voice  in  this  country,  that 
ye  may  do  as  much  with  the  king  as  any 
knight  that  is  belonging  to  the  court ;  if  it  be 
so,  I  pray  God  continue  it ;  and  also  that  ye 
should  marry  right  nigh  of  the  queen's  blood;2 
what  she  is  we  are  not  as  certain,  but  if  it  be  so 
that  your  land  should  come  again  by  the 
reason  of  your  marriage,  and  to  be  set  in  rest, 
at  the  reverence  of  God  forsake  it  not  if  ye 
can  find  in  your  heart  to  love  her,  so  that  she 
be  such  one  as  ye  can  think  to  have  issue  by, 
or  else  my  by  troth  I  had  rather  that  ye  never 
married  in  your  life. 

Also,  if  your  matter  take  not  now  to  good 
effect,  ye  arid  all  your  friends  may  repent 
them  that  ye  began  your  claim,  without  that 
ye  have  taken  such  a  sure  way  as  may  be  to 
your  intent,  for  many  inconveniences  that  may 
fall  thereof;  God  send  you  good  speed  in  all 
your  matters. 

Written  at  Mauteby,  the  day  after  Saint 
Austin,3  in  May,  the  18th  year  of  King 
Edward  IV. 

By  your  mother. 

Mauteby, 

Tuesday,  26th  of  May, 
1478.     18E.IV. 


behaviour  towards  this  gentleman  shows  her  to  be 
woman  of  sense  and  discernment. 

2  Some  lady  of  the  Woodvile  or  Widvile  family. 

3  St.  Augustine,  25th  of  May. 
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LETTER    CCCCXI.— (LXXX V.  vol.  ii.  p.  27 1 .) 

We  see  by  this  account  the  method*  practised  by  the  great  men  of  the  time  to  get  possession  of  estates  and 
benefice*;  and  w  e  arc  informed  of  the  king's  intention  of  sitting  as  a  judge  to  try  a  criminal.  The  auec- 
dotes  likewise  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  are  curious. 

To  John  Paston,  Esq.,  be  this  letter  delivered,  or  to  my  mistress,  his  wife,  at  Norwich,  to  deliver 

to  him. 


BROTHER  JOHN,  T  recommend  me  to  you,  and 
I  thank  God.  my  sister  your  wife,  and  you,  of 
my  fair  nephew  Christopher,  which  I  under- 
stand ye  have,  whereof  I  am  right  glad,  and  I 
pray  God  send  you  many  if  it  be  his  pleasure; 
nevertheless  ye  be  not  kind  that  ye  send  me  no 
weeting  thereof;  I  had  knowledge  by  footmen 
or  ever  ye  could  find  any  messenger  on  horse- 
back to  bring  me  word  thereof. 

Sir,  it  is  so  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  l 
shall  come  on  pilgrimage  to  Walsingliam,  and 
so  to  Bokenham  Castle  to  my  lady  his  sister  :8 
and  then  it  is  supposed,  that  he  shall  to  my 
Lady  of  Norfolk,3  and  mine  uncle  William 
cometh  with  him ;  and  he  telleth  me  that  there 
is  like  to  be  trouble  in  the  manor  of  Oxnead ; 
wherefore  I  pray  you  take  heed  lest  that  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk's  council  play  therewith  now 
at  the  vacation  of  the  benefice,4  as  they  did 
with  the  benefice  of  Dray  ton,  which  by  the 
help  of  Master  John  Salett  and  Donne  his 
111:111,  there  was  a  quest  made  by  the  said 
Donne,  that  found  that  the  Duke  of  Suflblk 
was  very  patron,  which  was  false,  yet  they  did 
it  for  an  evidence  ;  but  now  if  any  such  prat 
(practice}  should  be  laboured  it  is  I  hope  in 
better  case,  for  such  a  thing  must  needs  be 
found  before  Master  John  Smyth,  who  is  our 
old  friend ;  wherefore  I  pray  you  labour  him, 
that,  if  need  be,  he  may  do  us  a  friend's  turn 
therein. 

Item,  both  ye  and  I  must  needs  take  this 
matter  as  our  own,  and  it  wen-  for  none  other 

l  Henry  Stafford.     He  was  beheaded  in    1 
Kichard  ill. 

'•*  Joan,  sister  to  Henry  Dr.ke  of  Buckingham,  WM 
,•  >nd   wife  of  Sir  William   Kuevut,  knight,  of 
Uokciil.  •  Tfolk. 

i/.aU-th,  widow  of  John  M'>wbray,  Duke  of 
Norfolk. 

i'.iston,  grandmother  to  sir  Joan, 

:  ..f  Oxin-ad  in 

md    in    M7'J    she    aijaiu    presented    William 

Harthubuew,  u>  that  the  Duk  •  of  Sufl'ilk  either  did 

•:e:i>i>t  1. 1  disturb  her  rii;ht.  or  at  least  did  not 

succeed  if  he  endeavoured  t 


cause  but  for  our  good  grandam's  sake ;  i : 
theless  ye  wrote  well,   that  there  is  another 
entress  (interest^  longing  to  us  after  her  de- 
cease; if  there  be  any  such  tiling  begun  there 
by  such  a  fryer  or  priest,  as  it  is  said,  I  marvel 
that  ye  sent  me  no  word  thereof:  but  ye  have 
now  wife  and  child,  and  so  much  to  car* 
that  ye  forget  me. 

As  for  tidings  here,  I  hear  tell  that  my 
sin  Sir  Robert  Chamberlain  hath  entered  the 
manor  of  Scolton  upon   your  bedfellow  Con- 
yers,5  whereof  ye  send  me  no  word. 

Item,  young  William  Brandon' 
for  that  he  should  have  by  force  ravished  an 
old  gentlewoman,  and  yet  was  not  ther< 
eased,  but  ravished  her  eldest  daughter,  and 
then  would  have  ravished  the  othersister  both  ; 
wherefore  men  say  foul  of  him,  and  that  he 
would  eat  the  hen  and  all  her  chickens;  ;md 
some  say  that  the  king  intendeth  to  sit  upon 
him,  and  men  say  he  is  like  to  be  hanged,  for 
he  hath  wedded  a  widow.7 


5  [The  custom  of  sleeping  together  seems  not  to 
have  been  uncommon  in  tin- 
and  to  have  generally  impli-  •: 

tidenee  and  friendship.      Shak^-eie   has   more  than 
once  alluded  to  the  custom,  and  Mal< 
it  as  "  unseemly;"  but,  a§  the  editor  of  the  '  1'ictorial 
Shakspere '  truly  observes,  '•  customs  are  u 
for  the    most  part,  when  they  are 
general  usages  of  society,  and  to   tie 
opinion.     The  necessity  fur  •. 
(>ue  bed  belonged  to  an  aL-e  when   ro 
and  furniture  scanty."— JH>.t-,rir*,  vol.  i.  i 

:e  not  told"  who  this  William  Hr:i:i 
thr>refoie  it  must  remain  uncertain  wheth' 
related    t<>    Sir  William     Hrandon    or    not.       [Jan. 
Petlit  Andrews,  in  his  'Anecdotes,'  allml- 
as  an  instance  of  the  early  existence  of  the  claw  of 
silly   and   proflL-ate    young    men   who,  at 
periods,  under  the  nam<  u. hawks, 

and  swells,  have  endeavoured  to  attain  HM 
sacrificing  all  common  sense  and  decency,  and  pub- 
lidj  committing  follies  and  • 

•id    for    which    man 
doiilit.  li 
morbid  vanity  craving  for  public  attention.] 

i  married  man  was  certainly 
.-.  ation  of  hi>  crime. 
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Item,  as  for  the  pageant  that  men  say  that  the 
Earl  of  Oxford  hath  played  at  Hammes,!  sup- 
pose ye  have  heard  thereof;  it  is  so  long  ago, 
I  was  not  in  this  country  when  the  tidings 
came,  therefore  I  sent  you  no  word  thereof; 
but  for  conclusion,  as  I  hear  say,  he  leaped 
the  walls,  and  went  to  the  dyke,  and  into  the 
dyke  to  the  chin ;  to  what  intent  I  cannot  tell; 
some  say  to  steal  away,  and  some  think  he 
would  have  drowned  himself,  and  so  it  is 
deemed. 


No  more,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  I 
shall  come  home  in  haste  or  not. 

Written  at  London,  the  day  next  St.  Bar- 
tholomew,1 in  the  eighteenth  year  of  Edward 

JOHN  PASTON.  knight. 


London,  Sunday  or  Tuesday, 
23rd  or  25th  of  August, 
1478.    18  E. IV. 


LETTER    CCCCXII.— (LIII.  vol.  v.  p.  237.) 


[WILLIAM  PASTON,  a  younger  brother  of 
John's,  was  born  in  1459,  and  was  now  about 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  pursuing  his  studies 
at  Eton.  He  writes  to  inquire  as  to  his  bro- 
ther's health,  and  to  thank  him  for  a  "noble 
in  gold"  which  he  had  received,  but  goes  on 
to  state  that  "  my  creanser  (creditor^)  Master 
Thomas  (Stevenson)  heartily  recommendeth 
him  to  you,  and  he  prayeth  you  to  send  him 
some  money  for  my  commons,  for  he  saith  ye 
be  twenty  shillings  in  his  debt,  for  a  month 
was  to  pay  for  when  he  had  money  last ;  also 


I  beseech  you  to  send  me  a  hose  cloth,  one  for 
the  holy  days  of  some  colour,  and  another  for 
the  working  days  (how  coarse  soever  it  be  it 
maketh  no  matter),  and  a  stomacher,  and  two 
shirts,  and  a  pair  of  slippers :  and  if  it  like 
you  that  I  may  come  with  Alweder  by  water, 
and  sport  me  with  you  at  London  a  day  or 
two  this  term-time,  then  ye  may  let  all  this  be 
till  the  time  that  I  come,  and  then  I  will  tell 
you  when  I  shall  be  ready  to  come  from  Eton 
by  the  grace  of  God,  who  have  you  in  his 
keeping."  Dated  from  Eton,  Nov.  7,  1478.] 


LETTER    CCCCXIII.— (LI V.  vol.  v.  p.  239.) 


[WILLIAM  DE  PYKENHAM,  who  was  afterwards 
chancellor  of  Norwich  and  archdeacon  of 
Suffolk,  writes  in  this  letter  as  a  friend  to 
Margery  Paston,  discouraging  an  attempt  ap- 
parently desired  to  be  made  to  force  Walter 
Paston  into  the  church  before  he  was  legally 
eligible.  The  opinion  given  seems  a  sincere 
and  honest  one,  and  the  postscript  is  curious, 
•bowing  that  though  bribery  in  endeavouring 
to  obtain  church  preferment  was  common 
enough  to  render  its  oiler  no  matter  of  surprise 
or  offence,  it  was  not  always  effectual.  He 
says,  "  I  have  received  your  letter  and  under- 
stand your  desire,  which  is  against  the  law  for 
three  causes;  one  is,  for  your  son  Walter  is  riot 
tonsured,  in  mother  tongue  called  Benett; 
another  cause,  he  is  not  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  which  is  required  complete;  the  third, 

VOL.  II. 


he  ought  of  right  to  be  priest  within  twelve- 
months, after  that  he  is  parson,2  without  so 
were  he  had  a  dispensation  from  Rome,  by  our 
Holy  Father  the  Pope,  which  I  am  certain 
cannot  be  had ;  therefore  I  present  not  your 
desire  unto  my  lord,  lest  he  would  have  taken 
it  to  a  displeasure;  or  else  to  take  a  great 
simpleness  in  your  desire,  which  should  cause 
him,  in  such  matters  as  shall  fortune  you  to 
speed  with  him  another  time,  to  show  unto 
you  the  rigour  of  the  law,  which  I  would  be 
loth ;  therefore  present  another  man  able ;  ask 
counsel  of  Master  John  Smyth,  and  cease  of 
your  desire  in  this  part,  for  it  is  not  goodly 


1  24th  of  August. 

[«  This  refers  to  his  serving  as  a  curate  as  a  qua- 
lification for  orders.] 
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neither  godly,  and  let  notyour  desire  be  known 
after  my  advice :  be  not  wroth,  though  I  send 
unto  you  thus  plainly  in  the  matter,  for  I 
would  ye  did  as  well  as  any  woman  in  Nor- 
folk, that  is,  with  right,  to  your  honour,  pros- 
perity, arid  to  the  pleasure  of  God,  with  you 
and  all  yours,  who  have  you  in  his  blessed 
keeping.  From  Hoxne  on  Candlemas-day. 


"  I  send  you  your  present  again  in  the  box. 
WILLIAM  " 


Hoxne, 

Tuesday,  Feb.  2,  1478-9. 


LETTER   CCCCXH 

"[FROM  this  letter  Walter  Paston  appears  to 
have  removed  to  Oxford,  and  his  tutor,  Ed- 
mund Alyard,  writes  to  his  mother,  Margery 
Paston,  from  Oxford,  Thursday,  March  4, 
1478-9,  giving  certainly  a  very  favourable 
account  of  the  young  man,  as  follows  : — "  As 
for  your  son  Walter,  his  labour  and  learning 
hath  been,  and  is,  in  the  faculty  of  art,  and 
is  well  sj)ed  therein :  and  may  be  bachelor 
at  such  time  as  shall  like  you,  and  then  to  go 
to  law,  I  can  think  it  to  his  preferring,  but  it  is 


.— (LV.  vol.  v.  p.  243.) 

not  good  he  know  it  unto  the  time  he  shall 
change;  and  as  I  conceive  there  shall  none 
have  that  exhibition  to  the  faculty  of  law, 
therefore  move  ye  the  executors  tliat  at  such 
time  as  he  shall  leave  it  ye  may  put  another 
in  his  place,  such  as  sliall  like  you  to  prefer. 
If  he  shall  go  to  law,  and  he  mad.'  bachelor 
of  arts  before,  and  ye  will  have  him  home  this 
year,  then  may  he  be  bachelor  at  MH!MI:> 
and  be  with  you  in  the  vacation,  and  go  to 
law  at  Michaelmas."] 


LETTE  R  $ CCCXV.— (LVI.  vol.  v.  p.  245.) 


[WALTER  PASTON  writes  to  his  brother  Sir 
John  for  mo«ey  for  his  expenses  at  Oxford;  he 
says, — "  I  sent  a  letter  to  my  brother  John, 
certifying  my  costs,  and  the  causes  why  that 
I  would  proceed,  but  as  I  have  sent  word  to 
my  mother,  I  purpose  to  tarry  now  till  it  be 
Micliaelmas,  for,  if  I  tarry  till  then,  some  of 
my  costs  shall  be  paid  ;  for  I  supposed,  when 
that  I  sent  the  letter  to  my  brother  John,  that 
the  queen's  brother  should  have  proceeded  at 
Midsummer,  and  therefore  I  beseeched  her  to 
i  me  some  money,  for  it  will  be  some  cost 
to  me,  but  not  much."  The.  queen's  brother 
here  mentioned  was  no  doubt  Lionel  \Videville, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  in  1482; 
Keiin  says,  "It  appears  from  this  letter  that 
when  any  person  related  to  the  royal  family 


took  any  degree  in  the  university,  a  part  of 
the  expenses  of  those  who  became  graduates 
at  the  same  time  were  borne  by  such  person- 
age.    It  does  not  appear  whether  the  uni\  > 
fees  were  so  discharged,  or  whether  it  related 
only  to  the  expense  attending  the  , 
at  such  time.     It  most  probably  related  only 
to  the  expenses  attending  the  srood  cheer;  and 
if  so,  it  might  be  conlined  to  tln.se  of  the 
college  only.         An    inceptor   is  one  adu 
to  an  university  decree  previous  to  the 
time,   up  to  which    jn-riod   lie    is    so    I 
Walter   Paston    concludes    h 
quir'niL'  ••  what  is  done  with   the  In-: 
Tottenham,  and  whether  the  man 
that  I  had  it  of  or  not  ?"      I 
Oxford.  Saturday.  Max 


LETTER    CCCCXYI.— (LVII.  vol.  v.  ]  . 


[Tins  is  another  letter  from  Walter  Paston  to 
his  brother  John,  announcing  his  beim:  made 
a  B.A.,  and  noticing  a  .-eproarh  of  his  brother 
as  to  not  complying  with  his  request  of  writing 


how  he  gnt  oil.       The    letter,    he    s.iys.   did  n,,t 
contain  Mich  a  request,   and  was   nul  : 
till  too  late  if  it  had.      The  dri.; 
counted  for  : — "Ma-Ur  Broun  had  ii 
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time  much  money  in  a  bag,  so  that  he  durst 
not  bring  it  with  him,  and  that  same  letter 
was  in  that  same  bag,  and  he  had  forgotten  to 
take  out  the  letter,  and  he  sent  all  together  by 
London,  so  that  it  was  the  next  day  after  that 
I  was  made  bachelor  ere  then  the  letter  came, 
and  so  the  fault  was  not  in  me.  And  if  ye 
will  know  what  day  I  was  made  bachelor,  I 
was  made  on  Friday  was  se'nnight  (18th  June), 


and  I  made  my  feast  on  the  Monday  after 
(21s/  June).  I  was  promised  venison  against 
my  feast  of  my  Lady  Harcourt,  and  of 
another  person  too,  but  I  was  deceived  of 
both ;  but  my  guests  held  them  pleased  with 
such  meat  as  they  had,  blessed  be  God,  who 
have  you  in  his  keeping."  Dated  Oxford, 
June  30,  1479.] 


LETTER    CCCCXVIL— (LVIII.  vol.  v.  p.  251.) 


[THIS  letter,  dated  from  Norwich,  Saturday, 
August  21,  1479,  has  neither  address  nor  sig- 
nature, but  is  supposed  to  have  been  written 
"by  John  Pastori.  Walter  Paston  died  at 
Norwich,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Peter's,  Hun- 
gate;  Agnes  Paston  died  about  the  same 
time,  and  was  buried  in  Norwich  Cathedral. 
The  "uncle  William"  is  always  spoken  of 
with  ill  feeling,  and  seems  now  to  be  sus- 
pected of  having  some  sinister  designs  upon 
his  mother's  property,  to  a  part  of  which,  how- 
ever, if  even  he  had  no  previous  right,  he  might 
naturally  expect  to  succeed  under  her  will  or 
settlement :  "  Sure  tidings  are  come  to  Norwich 
that  my  grandam  is  deceased,  whom  God 
assoil !  my  uncle  had  a  messenger  yesterday 


that  she  should  not  escape,  and  this  day  came 
another  at  such  time  as  we  were  at  mass  for 
my  brother  Walter,  whom  God  assoil!  My 
uncle  was  coming  to  have  offered,  but  the  last 
messenger  returned  him  hastily,  so  that  he 
took  his  horse  incontinent  to  inform  more  of 
our  heaviness.  My  sister  is  delivered,  and 
the  child  passed  to  God,  who  send  us  of  his 
grace.  [This  sister  was  probably  Anne,  wife 
of  W.  Yelverton.]  Docking  told  me  secretly 
that  for  any  haste  (in  all  haste)  my  uncle 
should  ride  by  my  Lady  of  Norfolk  to  have  a 
threescore  persons,  whether  it  is  to  convey  my 
grandam  hither  or  not  he  could  not  say;  I 
deem  it  is  rather  to  put  them  in  possession  of 
some  of  her  lands."] 


LETTER    CCCCXVIIL— (LXXXVI.  vol.  ii.  p.  277.) 

This  is  the  last  letter  from  Sir  John  Paston,  who  died  on  the  15th  of  November  following,  but  whether  of 
the  sickness  which  he  seems  in  this  letter  so  much  to  fear,  I  cannot  discover.  He  here  complains  of  sick- 
ness of  body,  and  seems  to  have  likewise  much  uneasiness  of  mind.  The  lands  at  Caister,  Heylesdon,  Sec. 
were  a  constant  trouble  to  him  from  the  claims  of  the  Dukes  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  &c.  [His  whole  life, 
from  his  coming  of  age,  seems  to  have  been  one  game  of  law.  Even  in  this  his  last  letter  he  boasts  of  his 
skill  in  checking  "  uncle  William  "  in  the  prosecution  of  his  suits.  The  passion  for  holding  land  seems 
to  have  been  very  intense :  the  Pastons  submit  to  almost  any  sacrifice  rather  than  alienate  land,  and 
"  uncle  William  "  and  others  seem  equally  ardent  for  its  acquisition.] 

To  the  right  worshipful  Mistress  Margaret  Paston,  be  this  delivered. 


PLEASE  it  you  to  weet  that  I  have  been  here 
at  London  a  fortnight,  whereof  the  first  four 
days  I  was  in  such  fear-  of  the  sickness,  and 
also  found  my  chamber  and  stuff  not  so  clean 
as  I  deemed,  which  troubled  me  sore ;  and  as 
I  told  you  at  my  departing  I  was  not  well 
moneyed,  for  I  had  not  past  ten  marks  (6/.  13*. 
4</.),  whereof  I  departed  40*.  to  be  delivered 
of  my  old  bedfellow ;  and  then  I  rode  beyond 


Dunstable,  and  there  spake  with  one  of  my 
chief  witnesses,  which  promised  me  to  take 
labour  and  to  get  me  writings  touching  this 
matter  between  me  and  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,1 
and  I  rewarded  him  {with}  20*.,  and  then,  as  I 
informed  you,  I  paid  five  marks  (3/.  6s.  8rf.) 
incontinent  (immediately')  upon  my  coming 

1  John  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk. 
K  2 
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here  to  repledge  out  my  gown  of  velvet  and 
other  geer ;  and  then  I  hoped  to  have  borrowed 
some  of  Townshend,  and  he  hath  ffoodyd  * 
not  forth  ever  since,  and  in  effect  I  could  hare 
at  the  most  and  at  the  soonest  yesterday  20*. ; 
wherefore  I  beseech  you  to  purvey  me  an  100*., 
and  also  to  write  to  Peacock  that  he  purvey 
me  as  much,  100*.,  which  I  suppose  that  he 
hath  gathered  at  Paston  and  other  places  by 
this  time ;  for  without  I  have  this  10/.,  as  God 
help  me,  I  fear  I  shall  do  but  little  good  in  no 
matter,  nor  yet  I  wote  not  how  to  come  home 
but  if  (unless)  I  have  it. 

This  geer  hath  troubled  me  so  that  it  hath 
made  me  more  than  half  sick,  as  God  help  me. 

Item,  I  understand  tliat  my  uncle  William 
hath  made  labour  of  the  escheator,  and  tliat  he 
hath  both  a  writ  of  essend.  closeth  extr.  and 
also  a  supersedeas.  I  have  written  to  the  es- 
cheator therein  of  mine  intent;  if  my  uncle  had 
his  will  in  that,  yet  should  he  be  never  the 
nearer  the  land,  but  in  effect  he  should  have 
this  advantage,  which  is  behoveful  for  a  weak 
matter,  to  have  a  colour,  or  a  cloak,  or  a  but- 
tress ;  but  on  Tuesday  I  was  with  the  Bishop 
of  Ely,2  who  showeth  himself  good  and  wor- 


shipful, and  he  said  tliat  he  should  send  to 
mine  uncle  William  that  he  should  not  pro- 
ceed in  no  such  matter  till  that  he  speak  with 
him,  and  moreover  that  he  should  cause  him  to 
be  here  hastily ;  in  which  matter  is  no  remedy 
as  now,  but  if  (unless)  it  were  so  that  the  es- 
cheator, if  he  be  entreated  to  sit  by  mine  uncle 
William,  which  percase  he  shall  not,  that  if 
my  brother  John  and  Lomnor  have  knowledge 
of  the  day,  and  they  might  be  there,  Lomnor 
can  give  evidence  enough  in  that  matter  with- 
out the  book ;  arid  moreover  that  they  see  both 
the  letter  and  the  other  note  that  I  sent  to  the 
escheator,  and  with  help  of  the  escheator  all 
might  be  as  best  is ;  and  if  my  brother  and 
Lomnor  take  labour  herein  I  shall  recompense 
their  costs. 

Written  in  haste  with  short  advisement  on 
the  Friday  next  St.  Simon  and  Judo,  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  Edward  IV. 

Let  my  brother  John  see  this  bill,  for  he 
knoweth  more  of  the  matter. 

JOHN  PASTON,  knight. 

London, 

Friday,  29th  of  October, 
1479.     19  E.  IV. 


LETTER    CCCCXIX.— (LIX.  vol.  v.  p.  253.) 


[THIS  is  merely  a  bill  of  the  receipts  and 
expenses  of  a  manor-court  at  Cressingham, 
held  before  John  Paston,  on  Nov.  25,  1479; 


and  the  amount  for  a  few  sums  paid  on  ar- 
count  of  the  sickness  and  burial  of  his  brother 
Walter.] 


LETTER   CCCCXX.— (LX.  vol.  v.  p.  235.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  here  writes  a  detailed  answer 
to  his  brother's  letter  (ccccxviii).  He  informs 
him  that  Lomnor  and  himself  had  drawn  a 
bill,  and  sent  it  by  their  brother  Edmund, 
•who  chanced  to  have  another  errand  to  that 
part  «if  the  country,  namely,  to  get  the  good- 
will of  H.  Spilman  ''towards  the  bargain  like 
to  be  finished  hastily  betwixt  Mistress  Clip- 

1  Qy.  fimftd,  i.e.,  set  foot  out  of  his  own  hou«.e; 

•    .tit  <T  hi- own  lion-.-    i'..r  ; 
the  ileknen  mentioned  •ttheboftaninKof  thb 

2  John  Morton,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  < 
bun-. 


p.-<by  and  him,"  afterwards  still  more  detailed. 
John  Paston  goes  on  to  relate  that  Kiinnind 
had  found  the  escheator  a  more  zealous  friend 
than  was  desired.  At  tl.>  '  the 

Hi-hop   of    Kly    both    i  '"   refrain 

'from  litigation,  and  Uiis  w.t~  Kd- 

inunil  on  the  eseheator  as  a  reason  w!v 
John Paston's inquisition fhoald  not  be  moved 
in  unlo-;  Win.  P;i>ton  tir-r  ni<>v«"l  for  his; 
'•  hut  the  ex-heator  answered  him  that  he 
would  find  it  for  you.  after  your  bill,  of  his 
own  authority  :  and  so  it  wa-  found.''  The 
opinion-  and  adrice  convey..!  in  the  foil- 
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extracts  are  very  creditable  to  John  Paston's 
honesty,  as  well  as  talent ;  he  appears  to  have 
been  greatly  improved  by  marriage,  and  to  have 
shaken  oft'  something  of  his  selfishness  and 
greediness  : — "  But,  sir,  ye  must  remember 
that  my  Lord  of  Ely  desired  mine  uncle  as 
well  as  you  to  surcease,  as  I  put  mine  uncle  in 
knowledge,  and  mine  uncle  at  the  first  agreed 
that  he  would  make  no  more  suit  about  it,  in 
trust  that  ye  would  do  the  same,  according  to 
my  Lord  of  Ely's  desire ;  wherefore  ye  had 
need  to  beware  that  the  escheator  skips  not 
from  you,  when  he  cometh  to  London,  and 
certify  it,  ere  ye  speak  with  him.  *  *  *  * 
Sir,  your  tenants  at  Cromer  say  that  they 
know  not  who  shall  be  their  lord;  they  marvel 
that  ye  nor  no  man  for  you  hath  not  yet  been 
there.  Also  when  I  was  with  mine  uncle,  I 
had  a  long  pystyl  (letter}  of  him,  that  ye  had 
sent  Peacock  to  Paston,  arid  commanded  the 
tenants  there  that  they  should  pay  none  arrear- 
ages to  him  but  if  (unless}  they  were  bound  to 
him,  by  obligation,  for  the  same ;  mine  uncle 
saith  it  was  otherwise  appointed  before  the 
arbitrators;  they  thought,  he  saith,  .that  as 
well  my  master  Fit/waiter  as  other,  that  he 
should  receive  that  as  it  might  be  gathered  ; 
but  now  he  saith  that  he  weeteth  well  some 
shall  run  away,  and  some  shall  waste  it,  so  that 
it  is  never  like  to  be  gathered,  but  lost ;  and  so 
I  trow  it  is  like  to  be  of  some  of  the  debtors, 
what  for  casualty  of  death  and  these  other 
causes  before  rehearsed ;  wherefore  me  think- 
eth,  if  it  were  appointed  before  the  arbitrators 
that  he  should  receive  them,  as  he  saith,  it 
were  riot  for  you  to  break  it,  or  else,  if  he  be 
pleyn  [full]  executor  to  my  grandam,  then  also 
he  ought  to  have  it.  I  speak  like  a  blind  man, 
do  ye  as  ye  think  (best),  for  I  was  at  no  such 
appointment  before  the  arbitrators,  nor  I  know 
not  whether  he  is  executor  to  my  grandam  or 
not,  but  by  his  saying."  This  is  a  very 
curious  passage  :  so  much  employed  as  John 
Paston  had  been,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  ima- 
gine that  he  could  be  wholly  ignorant  of  so 
important  a  provision  of  his  grandmother's 
will.  He  then  proceeds  with  another,  and,  as 
we  know,  a  favourite  subject — a  marriage, 
and  for  his  brother  Edmund  :  this  was  to  be 
done  by  procuring  the  wardship  of  a  young 
widow's  son,  and  he  urges  Sir  John  to  use  his 
influence  "  that  mine  uncle  Sir  George  (Brown) 


may  get  to  my  brother  Edmund  of  the  king 
the  wardship  of  John  Clippesby,  son  and  heir 
to  John  Clippesby,  late  of  Oby,  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  esquire,  during  the  nonage  of  my 
Lord  and  Lady  of  York,  though  it  cost  four  or 
five  marks  (2/.  13*.  4</.,  or  3/.  6*.  Sd.)  the 
suit ;  let  mine  uncle  Sir  George  be  clerk  of 
the  hanaper,  and  keep  the  patent,  if  it  be 
granted,  till  he  have  his  money,  and  that  shall 
not  be  long  to.  Mine  uncle  Sir  George  may 
inform  the  king  for  truth  that  the  child  shall 
have  no  land  during  his  young  mother's  life, 
and  there  is  no  man  [this  means  no  father  will 
marry  his  daughter  to  him]  here  that  will 
marry  with  him  without  they  have  some  land 
with  him,  and  so  the  gift  shall  not  be  great  that 
the  king  should  give  him,  and  yet  I  trow  he 
should  get  the  mother  by  that  mean."  This 
lady  was  the  widow  of  William  Clippesby  (not 
John,  says  Fenn)  of  Oby ;  she  shortly  after 
became  the  wife  of  Edmund  Paston,  by  whom 
she  had  one  son,  and  died  in  1491.  The  post- 
script of  this  letter  shows  the  nature  of  John 
Paston's  pecuniary  and  domestic  troubles. 
"  Sir,  it  is  told  me  that  Nicholas  Barley,  the 
squire,  hath  taken  an  action  of  debt  against  me 
this  term ;  I  pray  you  let  Wheatley  or  some- 
body speak  with  him,  and  let  him  weet  that, 
if  he  sue  me  softly  this  term,  that  he  shall  be 
paid  ere  the  next  term  be  at  an  end ;  it  is  about 
six  pounds,  and  in  faith  he  should  have  had  it 
ere  this  time  and  (if)  our  threshers  of  Swains- 
thorp  had  not  died ;  and  if  I  might  have  paid 
it  him  a  year  ago,  as  well  as  I  trust  I  shall 
soon  after  Christmas,  I  would  not  for  twelve 
pounds  have  broken  him  so  many  promises  as 
I  have.  Also,  sir,  I  pray  you  send  me,  by  the 
next  man  that  cometh  from  London,  two  pots 
of  treacle  of  Genoa ;  they  shall  cost  16c?.,  for  I 
have  spent  out  that  I  had  with  my  young 
wife,  and  my  young  folks,  and  myself;  and  I 
shall  pay  him  that  shall  bring  them  to  me, 
and  for  his  carriage;  I  pray  you  let  it  be 
sped.  The  people  dieth  sore  in  Norwich,  and 
specially  about  my  house,  but  my  wife  and  my 
women  come  not  out ;  and  flee  farther  we  can- 
not, for  at  Swainsthorp,  since  my  departing 
thence,  they  have  died,  and  been  sick  nigh  in 
every  house  of  the  town."  Much  sickness 
and  mortality  are  recorded  as  having  hap- 
pened in  England  in  this  year.  The  letter  is 
dated  from  Norwich,  Nov.  6,  1479.] 
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LETTER    CCCCXXI.— (LXI.  vol.  v.  p.  263.) 


[WILLIAM  LOMNOR  writes  to  John  Paston  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Sir  John,  his  brother; 
and  of  what  had  been  done  to  defend  his 
interests  against  the  old  foe,  "  uncle  William," 
who  was  endeavouring  to  get  possession,  and 
was,  there  is  little  doubt  from  the  tenor  of 
many  preceding  letters,  a  creditor  to  a  very 
considerable  amount: — "Your  brother  Ed- 
mund, on  Sunday  next  before  St.  Andrew, 
rode  to  Marlingford,  and  before  all  the  tenants 
examined  one  James,  keeper  there  for  Wil- 
liam Paston,  where  he  was  the  week  next 
before  Saint  Andrew,  and  then  he  said  that 
he  was  not  at  Marlingford  from  the  Monday 
unto  the  Thursday  at  even,  and  so  there  was 
no  man  there  but  your  brother's  man  at  the 
time  of  his  decease ;  so  by  that  your  brother 
died  seized  ;  and  your  brother  Edmund  bade 
your  man  keep  possession  to  your  behest,  and 
warned  the  tenants  to  pay  no  man  till  you 
had  spoken  (to)  them ;  so  meseemeth  that  is  a 
remitter  to  your  old  tailed  title  [your  original 
title  tinder  the  entail]  :  commune  with  your 
counsel.  Further,  at  afternoon  he  was  at  Ox- 
nead,  to  understand  how  they  had  done  ;  and 
Perys  kept  your  brother's  possession  at  that 
time,  and  your  uncle's  man  was  not  there,  but 
he  assigned  another  poor  man  to  be  there, 
whether  that  continued  the  possession  of  Wil- 


liam Paston  or  not  be  remembered,  &c.  And 
after  the  decease,  &c.,  W.  Paston  sent  the 
man,  that  kept  possession  before,  to  enter  and 
keep  possession,  which  was  no  warrant  by  that 
appointment,  for  ye  stand  at  your  liberty  as  for 
any  appointment  or  combination  had  before, 
and  so  men  seem  itwere  good  for  you  to  stand 
at  large  till  ye  hear  more :  if  ye  might  have  my 
Lord  Chamberlain's  good  favour  and  lordship 
it  were  right  expedient;  as  for  my  Lord  of 
Ely,  deal  not  with  him  by  our  advice,  for  he 
will  move  for  treaty,  and  else  be  displeased. 
Your  brother  Edmund  sent  to  John  Wymond- 
ham,  and  he  sent  word  he  would  be  a  mean  of 
treaty,  but  would  take  no  part,  and  as  I  sup- 
pose that  was  by  Heydon's  advice,  for  your 
uncle  sent  to  me  to  be  with  him,  and  al- 
same  man  rode  to  Heydon  and  Wymondham. 
&c.,  the  bringer  of  this  letter  can  tell  you,  for 
he  was  with  your  brother  Edmund  a; 
places."  Lomnor  concludes  by  informing 
him  that  his  brother  Edmund  "  dotli  his  dili- 
gence and  part  for  you  full  well  and  sadly 
iu  many  behalves,  and  hath  brought  my  mis- 
tress your  wife  to  Topcroft,"  which  was  her 
father's  residence.  This  seems  rather  a  singu- 
•lar  arrangement  at  such  a  time.  The  letter  is 
dated  from  Norwich,  Saturday,  Nov.  28, 
1479.] 


LETTER  CCCCXXIL— (LXXXVII.  vol.  ii.  p.  281.) 

On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  written  in  an  ancient  hand,  "  a  Lr'e  sent  from  Jo  Paston  nr.[«rm]  to  his  mother, 
touching  the  bun-all  of  his  Brother  Sir  John  Paston  in  London."  Sir  John  Paston  died  on  the  15th  of 
November,  1479,  19  Edward  IV.,  a^-ed  In-tween  thirty  and  forty  years  :  I  should  Mipposc  nearly  forty.  ThU 
letter  therefore  was  written  in  November,  1479. 

To  my  right  worshipful  mother,  Margaret  Paston,  at  St.  Peter's  of  Hungate  [.Von/ 

not  have  been  ;  for  I  gupposrd  that  n 
have  been  buried  at  Hromholm,  and  that 
caused  me  so  soon  to  ride  to  London,  to  have 
|iiirvi\ed  his  bringing  home;  and  if  it  had 
been  his  will  to  have  lain  at  Hromholm,  I  had 
purposed  all  the  way  as  I  have  ridden  to  have 


RIGHT  worshipful  mother,  after  all  duties  of 
humble  recommendation,  as  lowly  as  1  can,  I 
beseech  you  of  your  daily  blessing  and  prayers; 
and,  mother,  John  Clement,  bearer  hereof,  can 
tell  you,  the  more  pity  [  it]  is  it'  it  pleased 
that  my  brother  is  buried  in  the  \\hite 
Fryers  at.  London,1  which  I  thought  should 

1  [Fenn  points  this  passage  so  as,  we  think,  to 

•     all    meniiiiiu    whatever:     "John     Clement, 

bearer  hereof,  c.m  tell  you  the  more  pily  is,  if  it 


pleased  God  that  my  l.nuher."  \:c.  Th. 
which  we  have  inserted,  though  it  makes: 
clearer,  is  nut  indi>i>ensaMe,  as  such  eli- 
qiieiitly  occur  in  old  writers.] 
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brought,  home  my  grandam l  and  him  together, 
but  that  purpose  is  void  as  now  ;  but  this  I 
think  r%  do  when  I  come  to  London,  to  speak 
with  my  Lord  Chamberlain,8  and  to  win  by 
his  means  my  Lord  of  Ely  3  if  I  can ;  and  if  I 
may,  by  any  of  their  means,  cause  the  king  to 
take  my  service  and  my  quarrel  4  together,  I 
will;  and  I  think  that  Sir  George  Brown,5 
Sir  James  Radcliff,  and  others  of  mine  ac- 
quaintance, which  wait  most  upon  the  king, 
and  lie  nightly  in  his  chamber,6  will  put  to 
their  good  wills :  this  is  my  way  as  yet. 

And,  mother,  I  beseech  you,  as  ye  may  get 
or  send  any  messengers,  to  send  me  your  ad- 
vice and  my  cousin  Lomnor's,  to  John  Lee  s 
house,  tailor,  within  Ludgate. 

I  have  much  more  to  write,  but  my  empty 
head  will  not  let  me  remember  it. 

Also,  mother,  I  pray  that  my  brother  Ed- 
mund may  ride  to  Marlingford,  Oxnead, 
Paston,  Cromer,  and  Caister,  and  all  these 
manors  to  enter  in  my  name ;  and  to  let  the 


tenants  of  Oxnead  and  Marlingford  know  that 
I  sent  no  word  to  him  to  take  no  money  of 
them,  but  their  attornment;  wherefore  he  will 
not  till  he  hear  from  me  again  ask  them  none, 
but  let  him  command  them  to  pay  to7  servants 
of  mine  uncle,  nor  to  himself,  nor  to  none 
other  to  his  use,  in  pain  of  payment  again  to 
me.  I  think  if  there  should  be  any  money 
asked  in  my  name,  perad venture  it  would 
make  my  Lady  of  Norfolk  against  me,  and 
cause  her  to  think  I  deal  more  contrary  to  her 
pleasure  than  did  my  brother,  whom  God  par- 
don of  his  great  mercy ! 

I  have  sent  to  enter  at  Stansted  and  at 
Orwellbury ;  and  I  have  written  a  bill  to 
Anne  Montgomery  and  Jane  ttodon,  to  make 
my  Lady  of  Norfolk  if  it  will  be. 

Your  son,  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  PASTON. 

November,  1479. 
19  E.  IV. 


LETTER   CCCCXXIIL— (LXII.  vol.  v.  p.  267.) 


[JOHN  PASTON  writes  from  London  to  "  his 
right  worshipful  and  most  kind  mother,  Mar- 
garet Paston,"  apparently  in  reply  to  her  advice 
to  him  to  leave  London  on  account  of  some 
prevalent  sickness.  His  resolute  determina- 
tion not  to  leave  important  business  undone 
through  fear  of  death  is  markedly  character- 
istic both  of  the  man  and  the  times,  when,  for 
the  attainment  of  almost  any  object  of  ambi- 
tion or  earnest  desire,  and  sometimes  even 
through  mere  love  of  excitement,  life  was 
risked,  both  actively  and  passively,  with  a 
readiness  that  was  not  indifference,  and  a 
courage  that  was  seldom  rashness,  and  it  was 

1  Agnes,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Edmund  Berry, 
knight,  and  widow  of  Sir  William  Paston,  knight, 
died  in  1479. 

3  William  Lord  Hastings. 

3  John  Morton,  afterwards  Archhishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  Lord  Chancellor. 

*  *'rMs  must  relate  to  his  dispute  with  the  Duchess 
of  Norfolk. ,  illative  to  Caister,  or  to  some  disputes 
with  his  uncle,  Wmia™.  Paston,  concerning  other 
manors  and  estates.  [It  must  nito.n  all  bta  n-'avrcls. 
his  cause  generally.  It  would  be  impossible  to  guess 
the  one  among  his  numerous  disputes.] 

5  Of  Beechworth  Castle,  in  Surrey. 

6  These  seem  to  have  been  the  "  esquires  of  the 
king's  body,"  who  lay  in  his  chamber. 


felt  as  a  "  shame'1  to  abandon  an  undertaking 
through  fear  of  death.  Paston  continues  to 
complain  of  his  "  unkind  uncle."  He  says, — 
"  Please  it  you  to  understand  that,  whereas  ye 
willed  me  by  pains  to  haste  me  out  of  the 
air  that  I  am  in,  it  is  so  that  I  must  put  me  in 
God,  for  here  must  I  be  for  a  season ;  arid  in 
good  faith  I  shall  never,  while  God  sendeth 
me  life,  dread  more  death  than  shame ;  and 
thanked  be  God,  the  sickness  is  well  ceased 
here ;  and  also  my  business  putteth  away  my 
fear.  I  am  driven  to  labour  in  letting  of 
(hindering)  the  execution  of  mine  unkind 
uncle's  intent,  wherein  I  have  as  yet  none 
other  discourage  but  that  I  trust  in  God 
he  shall  fail  of  it."  He  then  proceeds  to  ex- 
plain his  hopes  of  assistance  from  the  support 
of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  the  Bishop  of 
Ely,  the  latter  of  whom  he  says  hath  put  him 
in  certainty  by  his  words  "that  he  will  be 
with  me  against  my  uncle ;"  but  acknow- 
ledges he  hath  not  had  much  as  yet.  from  them. 
He  then  concludes  thus : — "  Mother,  I  be- 
seech you  that  Peacock  may  be  sent  to  purvey 

7  [This  to  should  evidently  be  no,  or  no  must  be 
inserted  after  it.] 
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me  as  much  money  as  is  possible  for  him  to 
make  against  my  coming  home,  for  I  have 
much  to  pay  here  in  London,  what  for  the 
funeral  costs,  debts,  and  legacies,  that  must  be 
content  in  greater  haste  than  shall  be  mine 
ease.  Also  I  would  the  farm  barley  in  Fleg, 
as  well  as  at  Paston,  if  there  be  any,  were 


gathered,  and  if  it  may  be  reasonably  sold, 
then  to  be  gold,  or  put  to  the  malting ;  but 
I  would  at  Caister  that  it  were  out  of  the 
tenant's  hands,  for  things  that  I  hear:  keep 
ye  counsel  this  from  Peacock,  and  from  all 
folks,  which  matter  I  shall  appease,  if  God 
will  give  me  leave."  Dated  Dec.  1479.] 


LETTER   CCCCXXI V.— (LXIII.  vol.  v.  p.  273.) 


[  THIS  letter,  though  not  subscribed,  is  no  doubt 
from  John  Paston  to  some  person  unknown. 
The  first  part  of  the  letter  relates  to  his  bro- 
ther's tombstone,  or  rather  effigy,  as  it  would 
seem  by  the  objection  that  the  "  man  at  St. 
Bride's  is  no  cleanly  portrayer."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  is  occupied  with  direc- 
tions as  to  the  transacting  of  some  business  at 
Rome  respecting  a  bull,  but  the  nature  and 
cause  of  it  is  not  stated.  We  give  the  pas- 
sage respecting  the  effigy  as  a  curious  notice 
of  the  state  of  art  in  England  at  the  time, 
having  one  artist  to  make  the  drawing,  and 
another  to  carve  it : — "  Sir,  I  pray  you  that 


ye  will  send  some  child  to  my  Lord  of  Buck- 
ingham's place,  and  to  the  Crown,  which,  as 
I  conceive,  is  called  Gerard's  Hall,  in  Bread- 
street,  to  inquire  whether  I  have  any  answer 
of  my  letter  sent  to  Calais,  which  ye  know  of; 
and  that  ye  will  remember  my  brother's  stone, 
so  that  it  might  be  made  ere  I  come  again, 
and  that  it  be  cleanly  wrought.  It  is  told 
me  that  the  man  at  Saint  Bride's  is  no  cleanly 
portrayer,  therefore  I  would  fain  it  might  be 
portrayed  by  some  other  man,  and  he  to 
grave  it  up."  It  has  no  date,  but  must  have 
been  written  in  1 179-80.] 


LETTER   CCCCXXV.— (LXIV.  vol.  v.  p.  277.) 


[Tms  curious  letter  is  from  Edmund  Paston 
to  his  mother,  Margaret  Paston,  and  was  pro- 
bably written  soon  after  his  marriage  with  the 
widow  Clippesby,  as  he  apologizes  apparently 
1'or  not  having  yet  introduced  her.  His  notion 
of  setting  off  the  value  of  a  horse  which  died 
while  at  livery  against  the  keep  of  the  other 
horses,  alleging  it  was  put  to  grass  arid  to  work, 
reminds  us  of  the  horse  causes  of  the  present 
day.  He  writes  as  follows : — "  Right  worship- 
ful and  most  especial  good  mother,  in  my  most 
humble  wise,  witli  all  my  duty  and  service,  I 
recommend  me  to  you,  beseeching  you  of 
your  blessing,  which  is  to  me  most  joy  of 
«-arthly  thing;  and  it  please  you  to  be  so  good 
and  kind  mother  to  me  to  forgive  me,  .uul 
also  my  wife,  of  our  lewd  (rit<l")  ofV-'iire,  that 
we  have  not  done  our  duty,  which  was  to  have 
mil  hiive  waited  upon  you  ere  now.  My 
huswife  trusteth  to  lay  to  you  her  huswifery 


for  her  excuse,  which  I  must  beseech  you  not 
to  accept,  for  in  good  faith  I  deem  her  mind 
hath  been  otherwise  occupied  than  to  hus- 
wifery, which  seemeth  well  l>y  the  lachesness 
(negligence)  of  the  tilth  of  her  lands.  I  be- 
seech God  for  the  furtherance  of  them  as  now, 
reward  you,  and  the  good  parson  of  Man 
and  also  Master  B.iily,  wlio  I  weened  would 
not  have  balked  this  poor  lo'l  rwich 

ward.1  I  understand  by  the  bringer  hereof 
that  ye  intend  to  ride  to  Walsiogham ;  if  if 
please  you  that  I  may  weet  the  season,  as  my 
duty  is,  I  shall  be  ready  to  awaif  upon 


1  [This  wnt«'iici«  '•"  »L-ryol)sriir<'.  but  we  think  it  is 
iiit.-!i<!i-<l  to  r,-:i(l  thu-i:— '"  I  h  T  the  fur- 

tlifr.incc  of  them  as  I  from]  now,"  that  is,  the  tilth 
of  the  lands  from  this  tiin.- ;  "  r.-ward  you,  and  th« 
-o<)'l  i>.i:  •:•>',  and  also  Master  liiily," 

MI-.,  i.e.,  and  to  reward  you,  that  is,  he  beaeecuea 
God  for  all  these  object*.] 
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Please  it  you  that  the  bringer  hereof  came  to 
me  for  10*.  Sd.  which  I  should  owe  his  father ; 
true  it  was  at  my  last  departing  from  him  I 
owed  him  so  much,  but  certainly  ere  I  came  at 
Thetford  homewards  I  thought  of  conscience 
he  ought  to  have  restored  me  as  much ;  I  had 
my  horses  with  him  at  livery,  and,  among  all, 
one  of  them  was  put  to  grass  and  to  labour,  so 
that  he  died  of  a  lax  by  the  way;  I  paid  for 
hard  meat  ever  to  him.  Please  it  you  to  de- 
liver Katharine  5*.  which  I  send  you  in  this 
bill.  I  am  not  ascertained  how  she  is  pur- 


veyed of  money  towards  her  journey.  If  her 
father  could  not  have  claimed  one  penny  of 
me,  I  would  not  see  her  dispurveyed  (unpro- 
vided) if  I  might,  nor  the  poorest  child  that  is 
belonging  to  his  lodging.  Mother,  my  wife 
is  bold  to  send  you  a  token.  I  beseech  you 
pardon  all  things  not  done  according  to  duty. 
I  beseech  God  send  you  the  accomplishment 
of  your  most  worshipful  desires.  At  Oby,  the 
Saturday  next  before  Candlemas.  Jan.  29, 
1479-80.] 


LETTER    CCCCXXVI 

[Tins  is  one  of  the  few  letters  of  William 
Paston,  the  "  uncle  William,"  who  is  so  often 
complained  of  by  the  other  members  of  the 
family.  This  letter  shows  that  he  was  at  least 
as  much  sinned  against  as  sinning,  for  he 
must  have  inherited  Harwelbury1  from  his 
mother,  who  retained  it  till  her  death,  and 
upon  which  his  elder  brother  and  his  de- 
scendants could  scarcely  have  had  any  just 
claim,  although  they  appear  to  have  endea- 
voured to  obtain  possession  of  it.  Then,  as 
now,  the  ties  of  relationship  had  but  small 
influence  when  any  right,  or  fancied  right, 
to  property  was  concerned.  The  letter  to 
his  tenant  at  Harwelbury,  John  King,  is 
frank  and  well  written,  and,  containing  no 
imputations  upon  the  motives  of  his  relatives, 
though  asserting  the  justice  of  his  own  claim, 
by  no  means  gives  us  such  an  impression  of 
his  character  as  is  conveyed  by  the  frequent 
accusations  and  complaints  of  his  kinsfolk. 
He  says,  "John  Kyng,  I  greet,  you  heartily 
well,  and  I  understand,  as  well  by  my  friend 
Sir  William  Storar,  as  by  Richard  Browne, 
that  as  well  my  kinsman  Sir  John  Paston  that 
dead  is,  as  my  kinsman  John  Paston  that  now 
liveth,  have  been  with  you,  arid  given  you 


.— (LXV.  vol.  v.  p.  281.) 

many  great  threats  for  that  ye,  according  to 
the  truth,  told  unto  them  that  ye  occupied  my 
manor  of  Harwelbury  by  my  lease  and  by  my 
right ;  and  furthermore  I  understand,  notwith- 
standing the  said  great  threats,  that  ye,  like  a 
full,  true,  hearty  friend,  have  dealed  and 
fastly  abiden  in  my  title,  and  would  not  re- 
tourn  (attourn)  to  none  of  them ;  wherefor  I 
heartily  thank  you ;  and  furthermore  to  cou- 
rage (encourage)  you  in  your  fast  dealing,  I 
show  unto  you  that  I  have  right  both  in  law 
and  in  conscience,  whereby  I  promise  you  on 
my  faith  to  defend  you  and  save  you  harm- 
less for  the  occupation  of  the  land,  or  any- 
thing that  ye  shall  do  in  my  title  against  him, 
and  (if)  it  should  cost  me  as  much  as  the 
manor  is  worth,  and  also  another  time  to  do 
as  much  for  you  and  (</)  it  lie  in  my  power, 
if  ye  have  any  matter  to  do  there  as  I  may  do 
for  you.  And  also  I  hear  say  by  my  said 
friend  Sir  William  Storar,  and  by  Richard 
Browne,  that  ye  are  of  such  substance,  and  of 
such  trust,  and  such  favour,  in  the  country 
there,  that  it  lieth  in  your  power  to  do  a  good 
turn  for  your  friend."  The  letter  is  dated 
from  London,  Thursday,  Feb.  21,  1479-80.] 


LETTER    CCCCXXVII.— (LX VI.  vol.  v.  p.  283.) 


[THIS  is  another  letter  on  wife-procuring,  from 
Edmund  Paston  to  his  brother  William.  In 
Grose's  Local  Proverbs  (given  at  the  end  of 

1  Harwelbury,  in  other  instances  spelled  Horwel- 
bury  and  Orwellbury,  is  in  the  parish  of  Harfield, 
near  Rovstou,  in  Hertfordshire. 


his  Provincial  Glossary)  he  gives  the  follow- 
ing under  Norfolk : — "  There  never  was  a 
Paston  poor,  a  Heydon  a  coward,  or  a  Corn- 
wallis  a  fool."  In  this  correspondence  the 
Pastons  certainly  appear  not  willing  to  belie 
the  proverb,  and  particularly  by  marriage. 
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The  one  here  proposed,  however,  did  not  take 
effect,  and  William  died  unmarried.  The 
date  of  the  letter  is  uncertain ;  it  is  here 
guessed  at  Jan.  13,  1480-1,  but  it  might  have 
been  a  few  years  later,  which  would  reduce 
the  seniority  of  the  lady. 

"  I  heartily  recommend  me  to  you ;  here  is 
lately  fallen  a  widow  in  Worsted,  which  was 
wife  to  one  Bolt,  a  worsted-merchant,  and 
worth  a  thousand  pound,  and  gave  to  his  wife 
an  hundred  marks  (GO/.  13*.  4d.)  in  money, 
stuff  of  household,  and  plate  to  the  value  of 
an  hundred  marks,  and  ten  pounds  by  the 


year  in  land  ;  she  is  called  a  fair  gentle- 
woman. I  will  for  your  sake  see  her.  She 
is  right  sister,  of  father  and  mother,  to  Harry 
Iiigloss ;  I  purpose  to  speak  with  him  to  get 
his  good  will.  The  gentlewoman  is 
thirty  years,  and  has  but  two  children,  which 
shall  be  at  the  dead's  charge;  she  was  his 
wife  but  five  years;  if  she  be  any  better  than 
I  write  for,  take  it  in  woothe  [take  it  in  good 
part].  I  show  the  least;  thus  let  me  have 
knowledge  of  you  as  shortly  as  ye  can,  and 
when  ye  shall  moun  [be  able  to]  be  in  this 
country."  Written  from  Norwich.] 


LETTER    CCCCXXVIII 

[JOHN  PASTON  having  desired  the  attendance 
at  Norwich  of  a  certain  Thomas  Cryne,  the 
latter  here  writes  to  excuse  himself,  as  he  is 
about  to  attend  the  courts  and  leets  of  "  Mas- 
ter Heydon,"  to  whom  he  seems  to  have  been 
bailiff.  He  writes  :  "  My  Lord  Rivers  in  his 
own  person  hath  been  at  Hickling,  and  his 
counsel  learned,  arid  searched  his  fees  for  his 
homages,  among  which  ye  be  for  Begvile's 
pasture  in  Somerton,  and  I  suppose  Winter- 
ton,  late  Sir  John  Fastolf  s.  My  mistress, 
your  mother,  for  Mautebys,  in  Waxham; 
wherein  I  beseech  you  provide,  for  I  have 


.— (LXVII.  vol.  v.  p.  285.) 

done  therein  heretofore  as  far  as  I  might,  &c. 
What  (ever)  it  meanetli,  my  lord  is  set  sore  to 
approvement  and  husbandry;  his  counsel  hath 
told  him  he  may  set  his  fines  for 
homage  at  his  pleasure,  &c."  This  is  a  cu- 
rious feature  in  the  character  of  Earl  Rivers  ; 
history  shows  him  to  us  as_a-chivalrous  knight, 
and  a  protector  and  patron  of  literature;  here 
we  have  him  as  an  encourager  of  agriculture, 
"set  sore  to  approvement  and  husbandry"  !><•- 
yond  the  conception  even  of  a  country  bailiff. 
The  letter  is  dated  from  Thorpland,  Wednes- 
day, April  14,  1482.] 


LETTER  CCCCXXIX.— (LX VIII.  vol.  v.  p.  2S9.) 


[MARGERY  PASTON  writes  from  Norwich  to 
her  husband  John  Paston  about  the  state  of 
his  tenantry,  in  consequence  of  having  their 
implements  seized,  under  legal  process,  in 
part  by  "uncle  William."  The  whole  letter 
displays,  not  the  lawlessness,  but  the  rude 
methods  of  legal  process,  at  the  time,  and  the 
very  imperfect  state  of  agriculture: — "Right 
reverend  and  worshipful  sir,  in  my  most  hum- 
ble wise  I  recommend  me  unto  yon  as  lowly  as 
J  ran.  \-c.  IMea.se  you  to  Weet,  John  Howes, 
Alexander  Warden,  .John  Tille,  with  the  par- 
son and  the  new  miller  of  Marlin-ford,  have 
K.,tt..i,  Thomas  at  \\YHV.  curt  ..f  Hii*t  Toden- 
ham.  farmer;  and  mine  uncle  Willian. 
ton.  Harry  H.-rvy  of  Melton  Ma^na.  fanner, 
and  liaililV  to  my  said  uncle.  Richard  Marker's 
cart  of  the  said  town  of  Melton,  late  farmer, 
and  yet  is  in  danger  (debt}  to  my  said  uncle ; 


and  William  Smyth's  cart  of  Brandon  juxta. 

Barnham  Broom,  late  farmer  and  1  tail  iff,  and 

also  in  danger  to  my  said  uncle,  on   Monday 

and  Tuesday  last  ]>a.st  carried  away  from  Mar- 

lingford  into  the  place  at  Saint  Kdmun< 

Norwich  twelve  of  your  great  planks,  of  the 

which  they  made  six  load-;,   hearin 

said  carts  hows  and  glaives  (botcs  andbil/t)  for 

fear  of  taking  away.     Sir,  as  for  your  t- 

of  Marlingford,  they  withhold  their  catrle  and 

themselves  both  from  the  court,  at. 

within  the  lordship,  nor  make  none  attourn- 

ment,  except  Thomas  Davy  and  .lohn    ^ 

which  aliM-nting  of  the  tenants  i-  to  i 

hurt   and  loss  for  lack  of  seeding   their 

with    their   winter  corn  :   beseeching    you    for 

(indVsiki-  to  remembersome  remedy  fur  t; 

The  letter  then  pi  <te  that  som< 

gotiation  was  being  carried  un  by   Lady  Cal- 
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thorpe  with  William  Paston,  when  he  pro- 
mised to  abide  by  a  proposal  of  his  "  touching 
the  manor  of  Sporle,"  and  to  "  write  and  seal 
as  largely  as  any  man  will  desire  him."  But 
Margery  Paston  adds,  showing  the  feeling  of 
suspicion  entertained  towards  him, — "  At  his 
departing  from  my  lady  he  was  not  merry ; 
what  the  cause  was  I  wot  not.  My  Lady 
Calthorpe  desireth  me  to  write  to  you  to  have 
end,  for  he  intends  largely  to  have  a  peace 
with  you,  as  he  saith  ;  but  trust  him  not  too 
much,  for  he  is  not  good.  My  mother-in-law 


thinketh  long  she  hear  no  word  from  you ; 
she  is  in  good  health,  blessed  be  God,  and  all 
your  babies  also.  I  marvel  I  hear  no  word 
from  you,  which  grieveth  me  full  evil;  I  sent 
you  a  letter  by  (the)  brasier's  son  of  Norwich, 
whereof  I  hear  no  word."  Her  postscript  is  in 
her  usual  affectionate  style.  "  Sir,  I  pray  you, 
if  ye  tarry  long  at  London,  that  it  will  please 
(you)  to  send  for  me,  for  I  think  long  since  I 
lay  in  your  arms."  Dated  Nov.  2,  about 
1482  or  1183.] 


LETTER   CCCCXXX.— (LXIX.  vol.  v.  p.  293.) 


[ANOTHER  of  the  prudent  and  affectionate 
letters  of  Margery  Paston  to  her  husband, 
about  the  same  disputes  with  his  uncle  Wil- 
liam mentioned  in  the  last.  The  Duchess  of 
Norfolk  seems  to  have  hitherto  favoured  Wil- 
liam, but  to  be  now  weary  of  so  doing,  and 
Margery  hopes  to  win  her  to  her  husband's 
side  if  she  be  allowed  to  attempt  it,  but  will 
not  do  so  without  his  consent.  From  her  fre- 
quent complaints  of  not  receiving  answers, 
her  husband  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
very  punctual  correspondent,  at  least  with 
her,  though,  as  we  have  seen,  a  good  and  ready 
letter-writer.  "  Mine  own  sweet  heart ;  in  my 
most  humble  wise  I  recommend  me  unto  you, 
desiring  heartily  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  the 
which  I  beseech  Almighty  God  preserve  and 
keep  to  his  pleasure  and  your  heart's  desire. 
Sir,  the  cause  of  my  writing  to  you  at  this 
time  ;  on  Friday  at  night  last  past  came  Alex- 
ander Wharton,  John  Howes,  and  John  Fille, 
with  two  good  carts  well  manned  and  horsed 
with  them  to  Marlingford,  and  there  at  the 
manor  of  Marlingford,  arid  at  the  mill,  loaded 
both  carts  with  mestlyon  (mesling}  and  wheat, 
and  betimes  on  Saturday  in  the  morning  they 
departed  from  Marlingford  towards  Bungay, 
as  it  is  said ;  for  the  said  carts  came  from 
Bungay,  as  I  suppose,  by  the  sending  of  Bryon, 
for  he  goeth  hastily  over  the  sea,  as  it  is  said, 
and  as  I  suppose  he  will  have  the  mestlyon 
over  with  him,  for  the  most  part  of  the  cart- 
loads was  mestlyon,  &c.  Sir,  on  Saturday 
last  past  I  spake  with  my  cousin  Gurney,  and 
he  said,  if  I  would  go  to  my  lady  of  Norfolk 
and  beseech  her  good  Grace  to  be  your  good 


and  gracious  lady,  she  would  so  be,  for  he 
said  that  one  word  of  a  woman  should  do 
more  than  the  words  of  twenty  men,  if  I  could 
rule  my  tongue,  and  speak  none  harm  of  mine 
uncle ;  and  if  ye  command  me  so  for  to  do,  I 
trust  I  shall  say  nothing  to  my  lady's  displea- 
sure but  to  your  profit;  for  me  thinketh  by 
the  words  of  them,  and  of  your  good  farmer 
of  Oxnead,  that  they  will  soon  draw  to  an 
end,  for  he  curseth  the  time  that  ever  he  came 
in  the  farm  of  Oxnead,  for  he  saith  that  he 
weeteth  well  that  he  shall  have  a  great  loss, 
and  yet  he  will  not  be  aknowyn  (let  it  be 
known}  whether  he  hath  paid  or  not;  but 
when  he  seeth  his  time  he  will  say  truth.  I 
understand  by  my  said  cousin  Gurney  that 
my  lady  is  near  weary  of  her  part ;  arid  he 
saith  my  lady  shall  come  on  pilgrimage  into 
this  town,  but  he  knoweth  not  whether  afore 
Christmas  or  after ;  and  if  I  would  then  get 
my  Lady  Calthorpe,  my  mother-in-law,  and 
my  mother,  and  myself,  and  come  before  my 
lady  beseeching  her  to  be  your  good  and  gra- 
cious lady,  he  thinketh  ye  shall  have  an  end, 
for  fain  she  would  be  rid  of  it  with  her  honour 
saved,  but  yet  money  she  would  have.  No 
more  to  you  at  this  time,  but  1  marvel  sore 
that  I  have  no  letter  from  you,  but  I  pray 
God  preserve  you,  and  send  me  good  tidings 
from  you,  arid  speed  you  well  in  your  matters. 
And  as  for  me,  J  have  gotten  me  another  lodg- 
ing fellow,  the  first  letter  of  her  name  is  Mis- 
tress Bishop ;  she  recommerideth  her  to  you  by 
the  same  token  that  ye  would  have  had  a  token 
to  my  Master  Bryon."  Written  from  Nor- 
wich, Sunday,  November,  about  1482  or  1483.] 
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LETTER    CCCCXXXI 

^THIS  letter  is  from  John  Paston  to  his  mother 
Margaret,  who,  he  lias  heard  from  Ins  wife,  is 
about  making  her  will.  The  letter  is  remark- 
ably characteristic  of  the  man;  smooth,  plau- 
sible, cunning,  selfish,  and  jealous  even  of  the 
influence  of  his  wife.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
the  provisions  of  wills  were  fulfilled  by  the 
Pastons  we  liave  already  had  frequent  speci- 
mens, and  therefore,  if  he  means  that  he  must 
put  from  him  all  that  she  might  bequeath 
orally,  we  may  guess  how  well  his  word 
would  have  been  kept.  The  will,  however, 
was  made,  dated  February  4,  1481-2,  and 
proved  December  18,  1484.  After  thanking 
his  mother  for  her  kindness  to  himself  and  his 
wife,  he  says — "  It  pleased  you  to  have  certain 
words  to  my  wife  at  her  departing,  touching 
your  remembrance  of  the  shortness  that  ye 
think  your  days  of,  and  also  of  the  mind  that 
ye  liave  towards  my  brethren  and  sister  your 
children,  and  also  of  your  servants,  wherein  ye 
willed  her  to  be  a  mean  to  me  that  I  would 
tender  and  favour  the  same.  Mother,  saving 
your  pleasure,  there  needeth  not  ambassadors 
nor  means  betwixt  you  and  me,  for  there  is 
neither  wife  nor  other  friend  shall  make 
me  to  do  that  (that}  your  commandment 
shall  make  me  to  do,  if  I  may  have  knowledge 
of  it;  anil  if  I  have  no  knowledge,  in  good 
faith  I  am  excusable  both  to  God  and  you  ; 
and,  well  remembered,  I  wot  well,  ye  ought 


— (LXXI.  vol.  v.  p.  297.) 

not  to  have  me  in  jealousy  for  one  thing  nor 
other  that  ye  would  have  me  to  accomplish,  if 
I  overlive  you ;  for  I  wot  well  not  one  man 
alive  hath  called  so  oft  upon  you  as  I  to  make 
your  will  and  put  each  tiling  in  certainty  that 
ye  would  have  done  for  yourself,  and  to  your 
children  and  servants.  Also  at  the  making  of 
your  will,  arid  at  every  communication  tliat  I 
have  been  at  with  you  touching  the  same,  I 
never  contraried  anything  that  ye  would  have 
done  and  performed,  but  always  offered  my- 
self to  be  bound  to  the  same  ;  but,  mother,*! 
am  right  glad  that  my  wife  is  anything  (in) 
your  favour  or  trust,  but  I  am  right  sorry  that 
my  wife,  or  any  other  child  or  servant  of 
yours,  should  be  in  better  favour  or  trust 
with  you  than  myself,  for  I  will  and  must 
forbear  and  put  from  me  that  that  all  your 
other  children,  servant?,  priests,  workmen, 
and  friends  of  yours,  that  ye  will  ought  be- 
queath to,  shall  take  to  them;  and  this  fa 
and  ever  will  be  ready  unto  while  I  live,  on 
my  faith,  and  never  thought  other,  so  God  be 
my  help ;  whom  I  beseech  to  preserve  you  and 
send  you  so  good  life  and  long  that  ye  may 
do  for  yourself  and  me  after  my  decease ;  and 
I  beshrew  (ctirge)  their  hearts  that  would  other, 
or  shall  cause  you  to  mistrust  or  to  be  unkind 
to  me  or  my  friends."  Written  from  Norwich, 
between  1482  and  14 84.] 


LETTER   CCCCXXXIL— (II.  of  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.  p.  291.) 

This  letter  shows  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Lord  Cromwell,  and  st-cms  to  hint  his  suspicions  that  some 
<lis-i'_'nval>le  circumstance  might  attend  the  strangeness  alluded  to  if  lioth  parties  did  not   oU-y  his  injunc- 
tions.  Humphrey  Hourchier,  Lord  Cromwell,  was  third  son  olllenry  Karl  of  Essex;  and  mair\in-  .' 
co-heiress  of  Maud,  sister  of  Ralph  Lord  Cromwell,  had  summons  to  parliament  as  13aron  Cromwell  in 
14G1,   1  K.  IV.     This  letter  therefore  was  written  in  this  reijru. 

To  my  right  trusty  friend,  John  Paston,  Esq. 


TRUSTY  and  well-beloved  friend,  I  greet  you 
well;  and  forasmuch  as  it  is  done  me  to  un- 

•  I'T-tand  that  there  H  a  great  strangeness  '"- 
twixt  my  right  trusty  friend  John  Radrlin"1 
and  you,  without  any  matter  or  cause  of  sub- 
stam-e  as  I  am  learned,  \vliere l'i>re,  inasmuch 
as  1  love  you  well  both,  I  am  not  content  it 
.-•hould  so  he. 

Praying    you  heartily     o  furU-ar  the  said 

1  John  Radcliff  was  afterwards  Lord  Fitzwalter. 


strangeness  on  your  part  to  such  time  as  I 
•peak  with  you  next  my-elC.  let; 
have  written  to  him  to  do  the  same.      And  that 
ye  fail  not  hereof,  as  I  may  do  anything  for 

you  hen-after. 

And    our   Lord   have    you   in  h'n    h 
Written  at  London  the  tenth  day  of  February. 

CROMWELL. 

London, 
luthof  February.'  E.  IV. 
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T ASTON  LETTERS. 


LETTER    CCCCXXXIV.— (IV.  of  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.  p.  295.) 

This  letter  from  John  Past  on  to  Mrs.  Annes,  or  Anne,  is  cither  to  a  Mrs.  Anne  Hawte,  or  to  some  lady 
abroad  at  Calais,  from  which  place  he  was  at  this  time  returning.     His  saung,  "  I  am  piowd  tha- 
reed  In»lyshe,"  seems  to  imply  that  some  other  language  was  her  native  one;  and  therefore  she  was  most 
probably-some  foreign  lady.     [The  date  of  the  year  is  not  ascertainahle,  and  the  letter  is  therefore  placed 
here,  though  it  certainly  comes  much  earlier  in  chronological  arrangement.] 

To  Mistress  Anne. 

SINCE  it  is  so  that  I  may  not  as  oft  as  I  would  ! 
be  there,  as  I  might  do  my  message  myself, 
mine  own  lair  Mistress  Anne,  I  pray  you  to 
accept  this  bill  for  my  messenger,  to  recom- 
mend me  to  you  in  my  most  faithful  wise,  as 
he  that  fainest  of  all  other  desireth  to  know  of 
your  welfare,  which  1  pray  God  increase  to 
your  most' pleasure. 

And,  mistress,  though  so  be  that  I  as  yet 
have  given  you  but  easy  (little}  cause  to  re- 
member me  for  lack  of  acquitation,1  yet  I  be- 
seech you  let  me  not  be  forgotten,  when  ye 
reckon  up  all  your  servants,  to  be  set  in  the 
number  with  other. 

And  I  pray  you,  Mistress  Anne,  for  that 
service  that  I  owe  you,  that  in  as  short  time  as 
ye  goodly  may  that  I  might  be  ascertained  of 
your  intent,  and  of  your  best  friends,  in  such 
matters  as  I  have  broken  to  you  of;  which 
both  your  and  mine  right  trusty  friends  John 
Lee,  or  else  my  mistress  his  wife,  promised 


before  you  and  me  at  our  first  and  last  being 
together,  that  as  soon  as  they  or  either  of  them 
knew  your  intent,  and  your  friends,  that  they 
should  send  me  word,  and  if  they  so  do  I  trust 
soon  after  to  see  you. 

And  now  farewell,  mine  own  fair  lady,  and 
(iod  give  you  good  rest,  for  in  faith  I  trow  ye 
be  in  bed. 

Written  in  my  way  homeward,  on  Mary 
Magdalen's  day  at  midnight. 

Your  own,         JOHN  T 

Mistress   Anne.    I    am   pro(M  th 
read  English,  wherefore   I   pray  you  aeijuaint 
you  with  this  my   lewd  (iiwuntH)  hainl. 
my  purpose  is  that  ye  shall  be  imnv  acquainted 
with  it,  or  else  it  shall  be  against  my  will  ;   but 
yet  and  when  ye  have  read  this   bill.  I  pray 
you  burn  it,  or  keep  it  secret  to  yourself,  as 
my  faithful  trust  is  in  you. 

gfedof  July, 
St.  Mary  Magdalen. 


LETTER   CCCCXXXV.— (VI.  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.  p.  301.) 

We  are  here  furnished  with  a  curious  though   imperfect  catalogue  of  the  libran 

of  Kdward  IV.     It  is  written  on  a  strip  of  paper  aim   t    seventeen  indie-  long,  and  ha-  been  rolled  up,  by 
which  means  one  end,  having  been  damp,  is  entire ,y  decayed,  so  that  the  names  of  som-  of  the  b.< 
imperfect ;    and  the   then   price  or   value  of  all  of  them  is  nut  now  to  In-  diseo\en-d.  tisit  havim:  I n  uni- 
formly written  at  the  end  which  is  now  destio\  cd .       I  •  contained  an  account  of  all  the  boi.k-  he  h.> 
mentions  those  which  were  lent  out  at  the  time  the  catalogue  was  made;  and  though  the  name  of  tie 

•ne,  yet,  by  comparing  the  list  with  the  account  of  William  Kl>e>hain,  in  I.-  tier  ( '('I..\  IV.  \  .  ii.   p.  1 J, 
it  tixes  it" to  the  library  of  John  Paston.     It  contained   only  one  b  u>:»  in  print,  the  rest  beinx'  man 
and  appear  to  have  been  bounil  together  a<  numbered  1.  '^,  X,  \:e.,  in  the  inventory.     An  account  of 
th"  books  mentioned  i-  to  be  found  in  Mr.  W;  .'  and  some  of  then., 

afterwards  printed,  in  Mr.  Herbert's  improved  edition  of  Ames's  '""History  of  "Printing 
fore,  I  refer  the  reader.     [Mudi  of  the  ordinal  i-  t  »in  or  obliterated,  and  the   tit  e>  of  the  "• 

volume  are  run  on  together;  l>nt  t Idieiem-ies  have  been  .-.up-lied  b\  Feiin  in  all  t: 

ficient  of  tlie  titles  have  be.  n  h-tt  to  identify  the  works.] 

The  Inventory  of  Enijlish  /;W..v.  «/'. /•/////  (  I'ii.\fnn  .  ,nn,l-  th,-  ~>th  day  i,f'  A 

tif  tlie  reii/it  nf  i'slimrd  II'. 
1    A  BOOK  had  of  my  hostess  ,,t   the  deorge, 

of  tin-   Death  df  Arthur: 

ginning  at  Caatibelan 


1  '    Iii  the  original  ui/iri'i/trtcnn,  which  Fenn  trans- 
•.'ntniifi',  l)nt  tin-.-.  P.  ire  mean 

lM-lle\e    \se     :  It     Word. 


(,uy 

Richard  ('<i-ur  ile  Lyon 
A('hn.!ii<-le  to  Kdu.inl  the  III. 


meaning'  that  h.  'led  liitnsel:  . 
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2  Item,  a  Book  of  Troilus,  which  William 

Br hath  had  near  ten  years,  and 

lent  it  to  Dame    Wyngfeld, 

and  there  I  saw  it worth 

3  Item,  a  black  Book,  with  the  Legend  of 

Lad * sans  Mercy. 

The  Parliament  of  Birds. 
The  Temple  of  Glass 
Palatyse  and  Scitacus 

The  Meditations  of 

The  Green  Knight worth 

4  Item,  a  Book  in  print  of  the  Play  of  the  . . 

5  Item,  a  Book  lent  Midelton,  and  therein  is 
Belle  Dame  sans  Mercy. 

The  Parliament  of  Birds 
Ballad  of  Guy  and  Colbrond, 

of  the  Goose,  the 

The  Disputation  between  Hope  and  Despair. 

Merchants. 

The  Life  of  Saint  Chrystopher. 

6  A  red  Book  that  Percival  Robsart  gave  me ; 
of  the  Meeds  of  the  Mass. 

The  Lamentation  of  Child  Ipotis. 

A  Prayer  to  the  Vernicle, 

called  the  Abbey  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

7  Item,  in  quires,  Tully  de  Senectute  in 
whereof  there  is  no  more  clear  writing. 

8  Item,  in  quires,  Tully  or  Cypio  2  (Scipio) 

de  Amicitia,3  left  with  William  Wor- 
cester   worth 

1  May  not  the  chasm  be  thus  supplied?    The  Le- 
gende  off  Ladys,  and  la  bele  Dame,  as  la  bele  Dame 
saunce  m'cye  is  never  called  by  the  name  of  Legend 
in  any  edition  of  Chaucer  that  I  have  seen. 

2  Query,  if  Cypio  is  not  a  mistake  for  "  Somnium 
Scipionis,"  a  piece  which  is  usually  printed  with  the 
'  De  Amicitia, '  and  probably  accompanied  it  in  this 
manuscript  ? 

3  It  is  a  curious  circumstance  that  this  book  should 


9  Item,  in  quires,  a  Book  of  the  Policy  of 
In 

10  Item,  in  quires,  a  Book  de  Sapieritia, 
wherein  the  second  person  is  likened  to 

Sapience. 

1 1  Item,  a  Book  de  Othea  4  (Wisdom),  text 

and  gloss,  worth  in  quires 

Memorandum ;  mine  old  Book  of  Blazon- 
ings  of  Arms. 

Item,  the  new  Book  portrayed  and 
blazoned. 

Item,  a  Copy  of  Blazonings  of  Arms,  and 
the  names  to  be  found  by 

Letter  (alphabetically}. 

Item,  a  Book  with  Arms  portrayed  in 
paper. 

Memorandum ;  my  Book  of  Knighthood  ; 
and  the  manner  of  making  of  Knights; 
of  Justs,  of  Tournaments  ;  fighting  in 
Lists ;  paces  holden  by  Soldiers ; 
and  Challenges  ;  Statutes  of  War  ;  and 
de  Regimine  Principum worth 

Item,  a  Book  of  new  Statutes  from  Ed- 
ward the  IV. 

5th  of  November.    E.  IV. 


be  here  mentioned  as  left  with  William  Worcester, 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  John  Tiptoft,  Earl  of 
Worcester,  and  John  Phrea,  or  Free,  a  monk  of 
Bristol,  translated  it. 

4  This  book,  '  De  Othea,'  is  a  poetical  epistle,  if 
I  remember  right,  from  Hector  to  Othea,  probably 
Minerva  or  Wisdom,  who  is  addressed  in  the  '  Iliad  ' 
frequently  by  the  title  of  ft  &HA.  This  circumstance 
is  laid  hold  of  by  some  French  antiquary  (for  the 
original  of  this  book  is  in  French)  to  prove  that 
Greek  was  understood  in  France  earlier  than  is 
usually  imagined. 
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LETTER    CCCCXXX  VI.— (VII.  of  Appendix  to  vol.  ii.  p.  305.) 

These  verses  are  inserted  as  a  specimen  of  the  poetry  of  a  lady,  sent  as  a  letter  to  a  nobleman  who  was  absent 
from  her,  and  for  whom  she  appears  to  have  had  a  sincere  affection.  The  thoughts  contained  in  them  art-, 
many  of  them,  natural  and  tender,  and  some  of  them  pretty  and  affecting.  They  are  certainly  originals,  ;.s 
in  several  places  the  words  first  written  :ire  struck  out,  and  words  more  to  the  w'riter's  satisfaction  inserted 
above  them  :  thus  the  oixth  line  in  the  fifth  stanza  was  originally  written — 

"  Er  then  may  /but  thyt  ye  shall  not  mysse." 
And  then  thus  altered  :— 

"  Er  I  my  sylf  but  yett  ye  shall  not  mysse." 

Several  others  have  similar  alterations.  They  were  written  either  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  or  Edward  IV., 
the  writing  and  paper  being  both  of  that  age,  and  the  paper-mark  is  used  upon  two  other  letters  in  this 
collection,  of  the  former  reign. 

Verses  written  by  a  Lady,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  or  Edward  IV. ,,  to  an  absent  Lord  n-ith 

whom  she  was  in  love. 


MY  right  good  lord,  most  knightly   gentle 

knight, 

Unto  your  grace  in  my  most  humble  wise 
I  me  commend,  as  it  is  due  and  right, 
Beseeching  you  at  leisure  to  advise  l 
Upon  this  bill,  and  pardon  mine  emprize, 
Grounded  on  folly,  for  lack  of  providence, 
Unto  your  Lordship  to  write  without  licence. 

But  when  a  man  is  with  a  fever  shake, 
Now  hot,  now  cold,  as  falleth  by  adventure, 
He  in  his  mind  conjecture  will,  and  take 
The  nighest  mean  to  work  his  cure, 
More  patiently  his  paines  to  endure  ; 
And  right  so  I,  so  it  you  not  displease, 
"Write  in  this  wise  my  paines  to  appease. 

For  when  I  count  and  make  a  reckoning 
Betwixt  my  life,  my  death,  and  my  desire, 
My  life,  alas !  it  serveth  of  nothing, 
Since  with  your  parting  departed  my  pleasure;2 
"Wishing  your  presence  setteth  me  on  fire, 
But  then  your  absence  doth  my  heart  so  cold, 
That  for  the  pain  I  not 8  me  where  to  hold. 

0  out  on  absence,  there  fools  have  no  grace, 

1  mean  myself,  nor  yet  no  wit  to  gwye4 
Thgm  out  of  pain,  to  come  unto  that  place ; 
"Where  as  presence  may  shape  a  remedy 
For  all  disease,  now  fie  on  my  folly, 

For  I  despaired  am  of  your  soon  imrtiii<;, 
Tliat  God,  I  pray,  me  to  your  presence  bring. 
Farewell,  my  lord,  for  I  may  write  no  more, 
So  troubled  is  my  heart  with  heaviness; 
Knvy  also,  it  grieveth  me  most  sore, 

1  Consider,  reflect. 

2  As  spelt  in  the  original,  \  lover,  it  rhymes  ex- 
actly with  desycr  and  Iyer. 

3  [Nut  is  used  here  for  hn>nc  nvt.    It  is  used  in  the 
same  way  iu  the  last  stanza.] 

.i.tV. 


That  this  rude  bill  shall  put  himself  in  press,5 
To  see  your  lordship  of  his  presumptuousness 
Ere  I  myself;  but  yet  ye  shall  not  miss 
To  have  my  heart  tofore  6  my  bill  I  wis. 

Which  I  commit,  and  all  my  whole  service, 

Into  your  hands,  demean  it  as  you  list, 

Of  it,  I  keep  ?  to  have  no  more  franchise 

Than  I  heartless  surely  me  wist, 

Saving  only  that  it  be  as  trist8 

And  to  you  true  as  ever  was  heart,  and  plain, 

Till  cruel  death  depart9  it  upon  twain. 

Adieu,  disport ;  farewell,  good  company ; 
In  all  this  world  there  is  no  joy  I  ween, 
For  there  as  whilom  I  see  with  mine  eye 
•A  lusty 10  lord  leaping  upon  a  green  ; 
The  soil  is  sole,  no  knights  there  be  seen, 
No  ladies  walk  there  they  were  wont  to  done  j 
Alas !  some  folk  departed  hence  too  soon. 

Some  time  also  men  might  a  wager  make. 
And  with  their  l>ows  n  afield  have  it  tried, 
Or  at  the  paume  la  their  pleasure  for  to  take, 
Then  were  they  loose  that  now  stand  as  tied. 
I  not ls  whereto  this  world  may  be  applied; 
For  all  good  cheer,  on  even  and  on  morrow, 
Which  then  was  made,  now  tunieth  me  to 
sorrow. 


6  Beadiness.    [Kather  in  the  crowd  or  prest.] 
•  [In  the  original— 

"  To  have  my  hert  to  for  my  byll  I  wys." 
Mt  .mill-,  we  think,  "  to  have  my  heart  too  before 
my  bill."] 

7  I  care. 

8  Query,  whether  this  means  tormeJU  or  trust,/? 
&  [Depart  for  divide.     It  is  Ireqiieutly  used  in  the 

same  »•  -.•••re.] 

10  Lively,  and  active  in  his  exercises. 
•'[In  original,  W\v.S«hi<-h  complete*  the  rhythm  ] 
i-'Si.n  t,'iiui«. 

13  [/  know  ni  '.  ..iiij  column.] 
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EDWARD  V.— 1483. 


[THE  only  letter  given  by  Sir  John  Fenn 
under  this  reign  is  not  from  the  Paston  Collec- 
tion, but  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Brand,  who 
found  it  in  a  MS.  collection  of  pedigrees  be- 
longing to  Sir  Walter  Blackett  of  Newcastle, 
under  the  title  of  '  A  Coppie  of  some  letters 
which  were  found  in  Rabie  Castle  [in  Durham] 

after  the  Rebellion,  to  show  the  fashion 

of  those  times.'     The  date  of  the  MS.  is  of 


James  I.  The  letter  is  addressed  by  Richard 
Duke  of  Gloucester  to  a  Lord  Nevile,  whose 
identity  is  not  ascertained ;  there  was  a 
Nevile  Lord  Abergavenny,  but  no  Lord 
Nevile,  at  the  period.  The  letter  is  of  no 
importance,  merely  inviting  the  said  Lord 
Nevile  to  come  in  haste,  "defensibly  ar- 
ranged," and  is  dated  llth  June,  1483.  It 
has  therefore  been  omitted.] 


L  2 


RICHARD  III. 
From  .1  Painting  on  Glass  belon^in-,'  to  Trinity  Colic.' 
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RICHARD  III.— 1483  TO  1485. 


LETTER    CCCCXXXVII.— (I.  vol.  ii.  p.  315.) 

Tliis  letter  refers  to  the  commotions  excited  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
who  from  discontent  conspired  against  Richard.  He  failed  in  his  enterprise,  however,  and,  being  deserted 
bv  his  forces,  fled,  was  treacherously  betrayed,  taken,  and  beheaded.  John  Lord  Howard  (descended  from 
Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Mowbray.  Duke  of  Norfolk)  was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk  in 
1483,  1  R.  III.,  and  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth  in  1485. 

To  my  right  well-beloved  friend,  John  Paston,  be  this  delivered  in  haste. 

RIGHT  well-beloved  friend,  I  commend  me  to 
you.  It  is  so  that  the  Kentishmen  be  up  in 
the  Weld,1  and  say  that  they  will  come  and 
rob  the  city,  which  I  shall  let  if  I  may. 

Therefore  I  pray  you  that  with  all  diligence 
ye  make  you  ready  and  come  hither,  and 
bring  with  you  six  tall  fellows  in  harness ;  and 


ye  shall   not  lyse   (lose}  your  labour,  that 
knoweth  God,  who  have  you  in  his  keeping. 
Written  at  London,  the  tenth  day  of  October. 
Your  friend, 

J.  NORFOLK. 
London, 

Friday,  10th  of  October, 
1483.     1  R.  III. 


LETTER   CCCCXXXVIII.— (II.  vol.  ii.  p.  317.) 

• 

We  have  here  an  order  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  upon  a  tenant,  for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  which  the 
Duke  had  promised  on  his  honour  should  be  paid.  This  is  a  common  occurrence,  and  certainly  not  worth 
recording,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  threat  at  the  end  of  it,  under  his  own  hand,  which  shows  the  despotism 
of  the  Duke,  and  that  the  farm  was  let  at  will,  and  not  on  lease. 


The  Duke  of  Suffolk  to  Thomas  Jeffreys, 

WE  will  and  straitly  charge  you  that  ye  content 
and  pay  unto  the  bringer  hereof,  for  money 
employed  in  our  household,  three  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  such 
stuff  as  we  our  own  person  have  promised,  and 
not  to  be  failed,  upon  our  worship. 

Of  the  which  sum  of  73*.  and  4</.  so  by 
you  contented  and  paid,  we  will  and  also 
straitly  charge  our  auditors  for  the  time  being, 

1  [The  Weald  of  Kent.] 


our  farmer  of  Maundevills,  greeting. 

by  virtue  of  this  our  writing,  signed  with  our 
hand,  to  make  you  due  and  plein  (full)  allow- 
ance at  your  next  account. 

At  Wingfield,  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
first  year  of  King  Richard  III. 

SUFFOLK,  and  fail  not  on  pain  (o/*) 

losing  of  your  farm. 

Wingfield, 

Saturday,  1st  of  May, 
1484.     1R.  III. 
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NUMBER    CCCCXXXIX.— (III.  vol.  ii.  p.  319.) 

This  address  of  King  Richard  to  his  people  is  drawn  up  in  the  most  artful  manner,  in  order  to  inflame  the 
minds  not  only  of  the  multitude,  but  of  the  peers,  bishops,  dignitaries,  and  gr«-at  men,  and  to  induce  them 
to  resist  the  attempts  of  the  Karl  of  Richmond  uj>on  the  crown  with  all  their  power. 

On  tfic  back  of  the  paper  in  an  ancient  hand  is  written, 
Kent  Sheriff's. 

TJie  copy  of  a  Letter  of  Kinn  Richard  III.,  persuading  his  subjects  to  resist  Henry  Tydder  (Tudor), 
afterwards  Kitiy  of  Eny/and,  and  declaring  from  whom  the  said  Henry  was  descended. 


RICHARD  R. 

Richard,  &c.,  wisheth  health  :  we  com- 
mand you,  &c. 

Forasmuch  as  the  king  our  sovereign  lord 
hath  certain  knowledge  that  Piers  Bishop  of 
Exeter,1  Jasper  Tydder2  (Tudor)  son  of  Owen 
Tydder,  calling  himself  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
John  late  Earl  of  Oxford,3  and  Sir  Edward 
Wodevile,4  with  other  diverse  his  rebels  and 
traitors,  disabled  and  attainted  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  High  Court  of  Parliament,  of  whom 
many  be  known  for  open  murderers,  advow- 
terers  (adulterers),  and  extortioners,  contrary  to 
the  pleasure  of  God,  and  against  all  truth, 
honour,  and  nature,  have  forsaken  their  natural 
country,  taking  them  first  to  be  under  the 
obeisance  of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne,5  and  to 
him  promised  certain  things,  which  by  him 
and  his  council  were  thought  things  too  greatly 
unnatural  and  abominable  for  them  to  grant, 
observe,  keep,  and  perform,  and  therefore  the 
same  utterly  refused. 

The  said  traitors,  seeing  the  said  duke  and 
his  council  would  not  aid  nor  succour  them 
nor  follow  their  ways,  privily  departed  out  of 
his  country  into  France,  and  there  taking  them 
to  be  under  the  obeisance  of  the  king's  ancient 
enemy,  Charles,6  calling  himself  King  of 

1  Peter  Courtney,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  after  the  mis- 
carriage of  the  Duke  of  liurkingham's  conspiracy, 
fled  into  Kretegne  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond,  who, 
after  he  became  Henry  VII.,  promoted  this  prelate 
to  the  see  of  Winchester  in  I486,  in  which  he  died 
in  1492. 

2  Jasper  Tudor  tie  Hatficld.  half-brother  to  Henry 
VI.,  created  Duke  of  Hedford  in  1485. 

*  John  de  Vere,  Karl  of  Oxford,  who  had  escaped 
from  the  castle  of  Hammes. 

4  Sir  Edward  Wodevile,  brother  to  the  queen  of 
I'd  ward  IV. 

5  Francis    II.,   the  last  Duke   of  Hretairn^,    was 
overthrown    by  Charh-s  VIII.    King  of  France,  and 
died  in  1488. 

«  Charles  VIII.  ascended  the  throne  it)  14^3.  and 
di.-d  in  1498. 


France,  and  to  abuse  and  blind  the  commons 
of  this  said  realm,  the  said  rebels  and  traitors 
have  chosen  to  be  their  captain  one  Henry 
Tydder 7  (Tudor),  son  of  Edmund  Tyddef. 
son  of  Owen  Tydder,  which  of  his  ambitious 
and  insatiable  covetise  encroacheth  and  usurp- 
eth  upon  him  the  name  and  title  and  royal 
estate  of  this  realm  of  England ;  wlu-reuuto 
he  hath  no  manner  interest,  right,  title,  or 
colour,  as  every  man  well  knoweth  ;  for  he  is 
descended  of  bastard  blood,  both  of  father's 
side  and  of  mother's  side ;  for  the  said  <  ' 
the  grandfather  was  bastard  born,  and  his 
mother  was  daughter  unto  John  Duke  of 
Somerset,  son  unto  John  Earl  of  Somerset, 
son  unto  Dame  Katherine  Swynford,  and  of 
their  indouble  avourry 8  gotten ;  whereby  it 
evidently  api>eareth  that  no  title  can  nor  may 
in  him,  which  fully  intendeth  to  enter  this 
realm,  proposing  a  conquest;  and  if  he  should 
achieve  his  false  intent  and  purpose,  every 
man's  life,  livelihood,  and  goods,  shall  U-  in 
his  hands,  litarty,  and  disposition  ;  whereby 
should  ensue  the  disheriting  and  destruction 
of  all  the  noble  and  worshipful  blood  of  tliis 
realm  for  ever,  and  to  the  resistance  and  with- 
standing whereof  every  true  and  natural 
Englishman  born  mustlayto  his  hands  for  his 
own  surety  and  weal. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Henry  Tyd- 
der might  the  rather  achieve  his  false  intent 
and  pur] lose  by  the  aid,  support,  and  assist- 
ance of  the  king's  ancit  nt  t-neniy  of  F: 
(he)  hath  covenanted  and  bargained  with  him 
and  all  the  council  of  France,  to  give  up  and 
release  in  jH'rjM-tuify  all  the  ri.cht,  title,  and 

7  Henry  Tudor,  Karl  of  Kirhmond,  who,  in  1483, 
Ix-rame  Kinir  "f  Knirlaiid,  >Vc.,  by  the  title  of  IL-nry 
VII.  Hi-  .ii.-il  in  r 

-  ThN   rithi-r    m.-an-i    double    :.dultery.    t' 
adultery  on  both  sides;  or  indubitable,  undoubted 
adultery. 
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claim  that  the  Kings  of  England  have  had  and 
ought  to  have  to  the  crown  and  realm  of 
France,  together  with  the  duchies  of  Nor- 
mandy, Anjou  and  Maine,  Gascony  and  Guis- 
nes Cassell,1  and  the  towns  of  Calais,  Guisnes, 
Hammes,  with  the  Marches  appertaining  to  the 
same,  and  dissever  and  exclude  the  arms  of 
France  out  of  the  arms  of  England  for  ever. 

And  in  more  proof  and  showing  of  his  said 
purpose  of  conquest,  the  said  Henry  Tydder 
hath  goven  (given},  as  well  to  divers  of  the 
said  king's  enemies  as  to  his  said  rebels 
and  traitors,  archbishoprics,  bishoprics,  and 
other  dignities  spiritual ;  and  also  the  duchies, 
earldoms,  baronies,  and  other  possessions  and 
inheritances  of  knights,  esquires,  gentlemen, 
and  other  the  king's  true  subjects  within  the 
realm  ;  and  intendeth  also  to  change  and  sub- 
vert, the  laws  of  the  same,  and  to  induce  and 
establish  new  laws  and  ordinances  amongst 
the  king's  said  subjects. 

And  over  this,  and  besides  the  alienations  of 
all  the  premises  into  the  possession  of  the 
king's  said  ancient  enemies,  to  the  greatest 
anytishment2  (annihilation},  shame,  and  re- 
buke that  ever  might  fall  to  this  said  land, 
the  said  Henry  Tydder  and  others,  the  king's 
rebels  and  traitors  aforesaid,  have  extended 
(intended)  3  at  their  coming,  if  they  may  be  of 
power,  to  do  the  most  cruel  murders,  slaugh- 
ters, and  robberies,  and  disherisons  that  ever 
were  seen  in  any  Christian  realm. 

For  the  which  and  other  inestimable  dan- 
gers to  be  eschewed,  and  to  the  intent  that  the 
king's  said  rebels,  traitors,  and  enemies  may 
be  utterly  put  from  their  said  malicious  and 
false  purpose  and  soon  discomforted,  if  they 
enforce4  (endeavour}  to  land,  the  king  our 
sovereign  lord  willeth,  chargeth,  arid  com- 
mandeth  all  and  every  of  the  natural  and  true 
subjects  of  this  his  realm  to  call  the  premises 
to  their  minds,  and  like  good  and  true 
Englishmen  to  endower  (furnish}  themselves 
with  all  their  powers  for  the  defence  of  them, 
their  wives,  children,  and  goods,  and  here- 

1  [Query,  if  this  does  not  mean  the  castle  of 
Guisnes  ?  "  The  original  has  Guyne  Casc''ll .] 

3  Aneantisement — anientised  is  used  by  Chaucer, 
in  his  tale  of  Melebeus,  for  reducing  to  nothing. 

3  [Extended  may  perhaps  mean  here  given  out- 
made  known.] 

4  Or  rather,  make  good  their  landing  by  force. 


ditaments,  against  the  said  malicious  purposes 
and  corispirations,  which  the  said  ancient 
enemies  have  made  with  the  king's  said  rebels 
and  traitors  for  the  final  destruction  of  this 
land,  as  is  aforesaid. 

And  our  said  sovereign  lord,  as  a  well- 
willed,  diligent,  and  courageous  prince,  will 
put  his  most  royal  person  to  all  labour  aiid 
pain  necessary  in  this  behalf  for  the  resist- 
ance and  subduing  of  his  said  enemies,  rebels, 
and  traitors,  to  the  most  comfort,  weel,  and 
surety  of  all  his  true  and  faithful  liege  men 
and  subjects. 

And  over  this,  our  said  sovereign  lord 
willeth  and  commandeth  all  his  said  subjects 
to  be  ready  in  their  most  defensible  array  to  do 
his  highness  service  of  war,  when  they  by  open 
proclamation  or  otherwise  shall  be  com- 
manded so  to  do,  for  resistance  of  the  king's 
said  rebels,  traitors,  and  enemies.  And  this 
under  peril,  &c. 

Witness  myself  at  Westminster,  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  June,5  in  the  second  year  of  our 
reign. 


Westminster,      « 

Wednesday,  23rd  of  June, 
1483.     2  R. III. 


5  Some  of  our  historians  say,  that  King  Richard 
was  proclaimed  on  the  20th,  and  others,  on  the  22nd 
of  June,  1483;  the  23rd  of  June,  in  the  second  year 
of  his  reign,  must  therefore  be  in  1484.— [The  26th  of 
June  is  the  date  now  generally  received  as  the  actual 
time  of  his  accession ;  see '  Pictorial  History  of  Eng- 
land,' vol.  ii.  p.  122.  Dr.  Shaw's  famous  sermon 
was  preached  on  Sunday.  June  22,  1483,  at  Paul's 
Cross ;  on  the  following  Tuesday  the  assembly  at 
the  Guildhall  of  London  took  place,  at  which  Rich- 
ard presented  himself  and  was  hailed  by  a  few  as 
king ;  and  on  the  26th  he  took  upon  himself  the 
office  of  king  in  Westminster  Hall.  He,  however, 
afterwards  himself  dated  from  the  22nd  June,  and 
his  accession  is  so  given  in  Sir  N.  H.  Nicolas's '  Chro- 
nology of  History.'  The  date  of  the  letter  in  any 
point  of  view  must,  however,  be  an  error,  and  it  may 
have  been  that  of  the  copyist ;  but  it  is  most  probable 
it  is  the  date  of  the  year,  which  should  be  1484.] 


LThe  Autograph  is  taken  from  au  original  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Astle,  Esq. 
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LETTER    CCCCXL.— (IV.  vol.  ii.p.  327.) 

John  Paston.F.sq.,  was  Sheriff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  on  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.;  he  most  probably 
therefore  entered  upon  that  office  at  Michaelmas,  1484,  2  R.  III.,  this  letter  being  dated  on  the  20th  of 
October. 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Paston,  Slieriff  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk. 
The  Duke  of  Suffolk. 


RIGHT  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well ;  and 
forasmuch  as  the  king  our  sovereign  lord 
hath  late  addressed  his  letters  of  commission 
under  his  seal  unto  us,  reciting  by  the  same 
that  his  highness  understanding  certain  of  his 
rebels  associate  to  his  old  enemies  of  Scot- 
land, intending  not  only  to  trouble  his  peace, 
the  nobles  and  subjects  of  this  realm  to  de- 
stroy, their  goods  and  possessions  to  spoil,  and 
reward  at  their  liberties,  but  also  the  laws  of 
this  land  and  holy  church  to  subvert. 

Our  said  most  dread  sovereign  lord,  as  a 

Christian  prince l  his  said  enemies  and 

rebels  to  resist,  hath  assigned  and  commanded 
us  to  do  all  manner and  others  defen- 
sible able  to  labour,  as  well  archers  as  hob- 
bellers,2  to  come  before  us  and  charge  them 

armed  and  arrayed  every  man  after 

his  degree  and  power,  to  attend  upon  his  ]>er- 
son  and  upon  us,  to  do  him  service,  in  defence 
as  well  of  the  church  as  of  the  said  nobles 
and  subjects  of  this  realm,  against  his  said 
enemies  and  rebels.  We  therefore  will  anil  in 


our  said  sovereign  lord's  name  straight! y  charge 
and  command  you,  that  in  all  possible  haste 
ye  do  (cause)  this  to  be  proclaimed  :  and  that 
all  manner  men  able  to  do  the  king  service, 
as  well  knights,  esquires,  and  gentlemen,  as 
townships  and  hundreds,  as  well  within  fran- 
chises and  liberties  as  without,  within  tbe 
counties  of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  ;  and  that 
they  be  charged  to  be  ready  at  all  times,  upon 
an  hour's  warning,  and  ordered,  according  to 
the  last  commission  afore  this,  to  attend  upon 
his  grace  and  upon  us  to  do  him  service, 
whatsoever  they  shall  be  commanded;  not 
failing  hereof,  as  ye  will  answer  at  your  peril. 

Given  at  Long  Stratton,3  the  20th  day  of 
October. 

And  furthermore  that  ye  give  credence  unto 
our  servant  this  bringer,  as  this  same  day  we 
received  the  king's  commission  at  four  in  the 
afternoon. 

SIKKOI.K,  your  friend. 

Long  Stratton. 

Wednesday,  20th  of  October, 
1484.    2R.  III. 


LETTER    CCCCXLL— (V.  vol.  ii.  p.  331.) 

We  are  here  acquainted  with  the  diversions  and  amusements  allowed  in  the  houses  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
during  the  joyous  season  of  Christmas.     We  see  likewise  the  resort  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  \\<- 
family,  when,  at  the  Christmas  following  his  death,  none  of  the  more  merry  or  noisy  disports  were 
permitted. 

To  my  right  worshipful  hitslxinil,  John  Paston. 


RIGHT  worshipful  husband,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you :  please  it  you  to  weet  that.  I  sent 

1  The  letter  is  defective  in  those  places  where  dota 

an-  u-ed. 

'*  Holders,  or  hobilers,  so  called  from  the  hobbies, 
or  diminutive  horses  on  \\hichtheyrode;  or  more 
probably  from  /u>hi(h:<i.  the  short  jaekrts  they  wore. 
They  were  lii;ht  horsemen,  and  proved  of  ron>ider- 
ahle  «.erviee  to  1-M ward  I II.  in  his  French  expeditions. 
1U  the  tenure  of  their  lands  they  were  ol.li-ed  to 
maintain  their  na •„'•»,  and  wen;  expected  to  be  in  iea- 
.  when  sudden  m\  isiuti,  happ-iied,  to  spread 
immediate  intelligence  of  the  same  throughout  the 
country. 

3  In' Norfolk. 


your  eldest  son  to  my  Lady  Mori' 
knowledge  what  sports  were  used  in  her  i 
in  Christinas  next  following  after  the  decease 
of  my  lord   her   husband  :  and  she  said  that 
then-  were   none  disguisings,  nor  harping,  nor 
luting,  nor  ringing,  nor  none   loud  di«; 
but  play  ing  at  the  tallies.  ;ind  chess,  and  < 
such  disports  she  gave  her  folks  K'.ivr  to  play 
and  none  other. 

Your  son  did  his  errand  right  well,  as  ye 

«  Widow  of  William    Lovel,    I.  >nl    Morley.    who 
died  the  23rd  of  July,  1 17  J. 
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shall  hear  after  this.  I  sent  your  younger 
son  to  the  Lady  Stapleton,1  and  she  said  ac- 
cording to  my  Lady  Morley's  saying  in  that ; 
and  as  she  had  seen  used  in  places  of  worship 
thereas  (where)  she  hath  been. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  assure  to  you  some 
man  at  Caister  to  keep  your  buttery,  for  the 
man  that  ye  left  with  me  will  not  take  upon 
him  to  breve2  daily  as  ye  commanded;  he 
saith  lie  hath  not  used  to  give  a  reckoning 
neither  of  bread  nor  ale  till  at  the  week's  end, 
and  he  saith  he  wot  (knows)  well  that  he 
should  not  condeneth  (give  content},  and  there- 


Fridav, 24th  of  December, 
"1484.     2R.III. 


fore  I  suppose  he  shall  not  abide,  and  I  trow 
ye  shall  be  fain  to  purvey  another  man  for 
Symorid,  for  ye  are  never  the  nearer  a  wise 
man  for  him. 

I  am  sorry  that  ye  shall  not  at  home  be  for 
Christmas. 

I  pray  you  that  ye  will  come  as  soon  as  ye 
may ;  I  shall  think  myself  half  a  widow,  be- 
cause ye  shall  not  be  at  home,  &c.  God  have 
you  in  his  keeping.  Written  on  Christmas 
even. 

By  your  servant  and  beadwoman, 

MARGERY  PASTON. 


LETTER    CCCCXLII.— (I.  vol.  v.  p.  305.) 


[THIS  letter  is  from  Dame  Elizabeth  Browne 
(formerly  Poynings),  the  daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Paston  the  judge,  to  her  nephew  John 
Paston.  Fenn  supposes  it  to  have  been  written 
"  to  disprove  some  assertion  of  William  Pas- 


1  Sir  Miles  Stapleton  died  in  1466. 

3  To  breve  is  to  make  up  an  account.  How 
strictly  this  custom  of  breving  was  formerly  observed 
in  great  houses  may  be  known  from  one  of  the  daily 
rules  enforced  in  the  family  of  the  fifth  Earl  of 
Northumberland.  "Furst,  that  the  said  clerkis  be 
dayly  at  the  brevynge  every  day  by  vii  of  the  cloke  in 
the  mornynge.  And  theire  to  breve  every  officer  ac- 
cordynge  as  the  customeis  unto  half  howre  after  viii 
of  the  cloke.  And  that  theire  be  no  brackfasts  dely- 
veret  unto  the  tyme  that  all  the  officers  have  breved" 
— See  Household  Book,  p.  59.  As  this  letter  has  no 
date  of  the  year,  I  have  some  doubts  where  to  place 
it,  unless  we  may  suppose  that  the  same  respect 
would  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  Margaret,  mother  of 
J.  Paston,  who  was  an  heiress,  and  died  in  1484,  and 
whose  will  was  proved  on  the  18th  of  December  in 
that  year.  If  I  could  have  placed  it  earlier,  I  should 
have  fixed  upon  the  death  of  Sir  John  Paston,  in 
November  1479,  as  the  time  of  its  being  written  ;  but 
the  present  J.  Paston  was  not  married  till  1477,  and 
his  eldest  son  being  born  in  1478,  was  now  only  in 
his  seventh  year,  which  might  be  the  case,  as  the  ex- 
pression that  he  "  dede  hese  heyrne  ryght  wele" 
implies  his  being  very  young. 


ton  concerning  the  matters  in  dispute  between 
him  and  his  nephew."  As  W.  Paston  is  in  no 
way  alluded  to  throughout  the  letter,  we  do 
not  see  the  value  of  this  guess,  but  Fenn  ad- 
mires so  indiscriminatingly  the  chief  contri- 
butors to  his  Collection,  that  he  enters,  on  too 
many  occasions,  into  the  petty  feelings  of  dis- 
like which  they  appear  to  have  entertained  for 
William  Paston.  Except  compliments,  the 
following  is  the  letter  : — "  Whereas  ye  desire 
me  to  send  you  word  whether  my  brother 
John  Paston,  your  father,  was  with  my  lather 
and  his,  whom  God  assoil,  during  his  last 
sickness  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  at  St. 
Bride's  or  not.  Nephew,  I  ascertain  you 
upon  my  faith  and  poor  honour,  that  I  was 
fourteen,  fifteen  year,  or  sixteen  year  old,  and 
at  St.  Bride's  with  my  father  and  my  mother, 
when  my  father's  last  sickness  took  him,  and 
till  he  was  deceased ;  and  I  dare  depose  be- 
fore any  person  honourable  that,  when  my  fa- 
ther's last  sickness  took  him,  my  brother  your 
father  was  in  Norfolk,  and  he  came  not  to 
London  till  after  that  my  father  was  deceased  ; 
and  that  can  Sir  William  Cooting  and  James 
Gresham  record,  for  they  both  were  my  fa- 
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ther's  clerks  at  that  time."  There  are  two 
dates  to  the  letter,  "  the  Thursday  next  before 
Whitsunday,  the  second  year  of  King  Richard 
the  Third"  (May  19, 1485),  which  is  scratched 
through  with  a  pen ;  and  then  "  the  23rd 


of  September,  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  the  Seventh."  It  was  probably 
written  on  the  first  date,  but  riot  transmitted 
till  the  second,  a  proof  that  its  contents  were 
not  considered  very  urgent.] 


LETTER    CCCCXLIIL— (VI.  vol.  ii.  p.  335.) 

Henry.  Earl  of  Richmond,  landed  upon  Saturday  the  6th  of  August,  1485.  at  Milford  Haven  in  South  Wales  ; 
this  letter  therefore  could  not  he  written  before  the  Friday  or  Saturday  following  (12th  or  13th  of  A 
Richard  appears  not  to  have  regarded  the  landing  of  the  Marl  as  a  matter  of  that  great  importance  which  it 
soon  became;  for,  as  a  valiant  prince,  he  certainly  would  have  set  forwards  to  meet  his  competitor  as  soon  MS 
possible;  and  however  great  his  veneration  might  have  been  for  the  day  of  "the  Assumption  of  our  Lady," 
yet  his  fears  of  losing  a  crown,  for  the  possession  of  which  he  had  ventured  everything,  would  have  been 
still  greater,  and  would  have  prompted  him  to  break  in  upon  the  services  due  to  our  Lady.  The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  survived  the  writing  of  this  letter  only  a  few  days,  for  he  joined  his  royal  master, "and  commanded 
the  vangu.ird  of  iiis  army  in  the  field  of  Bosworth,  where  he  fell  on  Monday  the  22nd  of  August,  valiantly 
fighting  for  his  sovereign  lord  and  benefactor. 

To  my  well-beloved  friend  John  Paston,  be  this  bill  delivered  in  haste. 


WELL-BELOVED  friend,  I  commend  me  to  you; 
letting  you  to  understand  that  the  king's 
enemies  be  a-land,  and  that  the  king  would 
have  set  forth  as  upon  Monday,  but  only  for 
our  Lady-day  j1  but  for  certain  he  goeth  for- 
ward as  upon  Tuesday,  for  a  servant  of  mine 
brought  to  me  the  certainty. 

Wherefore  I  pray  you  that  ye  meet  with 
me  at  Bury,2  lor,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  pur- 
pose to  lie  at  Bury  as  upon  Tuesday  night ; 


1  The  Assumption  of  our  Lady,  15th  of  August. 

2  liury  St.  Edmund's,  in  Suffolk. 


and  that  ye  bring  with  you  such  company  of 
tall  men  as  ye  may  goodly  make  at  my  cost 
and  charge,  besides  that  which  ye  have  pro- 
mised the  king;  and,  I  pray  you,  ordain 
them  jackets8  of  my  livery,  and  I  shall  con- 
tent you  at  your  meeting  with  me. 
Your  lover, 

J.  NORFOLK, 

'Between  the  8th  and  15th  of  August. 
1485.    3  R.  III. 

3  From  this  it  appears  that  the  royal  army,  when 
embodied,  was  clothed  in  .jackets  of  the  livery  of  the 
respective  great  lords  and  commanders. 
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[WE  Jiave  now  brought  down  our  correspondence  to  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 
To  effect  this  in  an  unbroken  chronological  series,  we  have  introduced  abstracts  of  several 
letters  from  the  fifth  quarto  volume,  of  which  the  copyright  is  yet  unexpired,  and  upon  the 
rights  of  which  we  should  be  sorry  to  trespass.  There  are  only  two  letters  in  the  fourth  quarto 
volume  belonging  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.;  but  the  fifth  quarto  contains  many  of  that 
reign  of  a  most  interesting  character.  To  all  to  whom  expense  is  not  an  object,  we  can 
recommend  the  volume  as  a  desirable  one  to  possess. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  reader,  who  has  been  admitted  so  freely  into  the  family 
affairs  and  secrets  of  the  Fastens,  will  feel  some  interest  in  their  further  fortunes,  we  have 
added  the  pedigree  of  the  family  to  its  final  extinction.] 
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ABKKOAVKTWY,  Lady,  method  of  institutiug  chantries 

for,  i.  93 

Advowsons  to  be  purchased  cheaper  thiin  lands,  ii.  5 
Agricultural  implements  distrained  upon,  ii.  138 
Alencon,  Duke  of,  reward  for  the  capture  of,  i.  70 
Almonds  to  be  purchased,  i.  89  ;  ii.  44 
Amour,  servant  to  be  discharged  for  an,  i.  123 
Ammuni  ion,  caution  to  be  sparing  of  at  Caister, 

ii.  37 
Appeal  against  John  Paston  for  the  murder  of  two 

men  at  the  siege  of  Caister,  ii.  42;  notice  of  the 

proceedings  in,  ii.  54 
Archers,  rate  of  pay  of,  ii.  80 
Arms,  colours  of,  said  to  regulate  colours  of  liveries, 

i.  G9  ;    regulations  as  to  the  bearing  of,  i,  117  ; 

tax  upon  suggested,  id. 
Arran,  character  of  ihe  Earl  of,  ii.  68 
Assize,  writ  of,  notice  of,  i.  159 
Assizes  at  East  Grinstead  postponed  on  account  of 

the  Hness  of  the  judges,  i,  5. 

Attainder,  bill  of,  passed  by  the  Parliament  at  Co- 
ventry, i.  Ill 
Attleborough,  action  respecting   the  advowsou  of, 

Autographs  : — Duke  of  Buckingham,  i.  xvii  i.  10  ; 
Humphrey  Duke  of  Gloucester ;  Ralph  Lord 
Cromwell ;  John  Kempe,  Archbishop  of  York  ; 
Philip  Morgan,  Bishop  of  Worcester;  William 
Grey,  Bishop  of  Lincoln ;  John  Stafford,  Bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells  ;  John  Langdon,  Bishop  of  Ro- 
chester ;  William  de  la  Pole,  Earl  oi  Suffolk  ; 
Humphrey  Stafford,  Earl  of  Stafford  (afterwards 
Duke  of  Buckingham)  ;  John  Holland,  Earl  of 
Huntingdon,  i.  xxiii.  ;  Agnes  Paston,  i.  2; 
Margaret  Paston,  i.  5;  James  Gresham,  id. ; 
John  Crane,  i.  20 ;  John  Fastolf,  Knight,  i.  21 ; 
John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  i.  26 ;  John  Mow- 
bray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  i.  27  ;  William  Wyr- 
cester,  i.  31;  J.  Wyngefeld,  i.  34;  John  He- 
venyngh'm,  Knight,  id.;  Alice  Crane,  i.  35; 
William  Paston,  i.  43;  John  Clopton,  i.  47; 
Thomas  Lord  Scales,  i.  48 ;  Eli/alieth  Clere, 
i.  50;  Edmund  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthyu,  i.  52; 
Jolin  .Tenney,  i  6i ;  John  Chadworth,  Bishop 
of  Lincoln,  i.  66  ;  Richard  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
i.  «4  ;  Elizabeth  Poynings,  i.  96  ;  John  Paston 
the  older,  i.  97  ;  Wm.  Botoner  or  Wyrcester, 
i.  104;  Henry  VI.,  i.  106;  Margaret  Paston, 
i.  118  ;  T.  from  Temple  of  Syon,  i.  122;  Ed- 
mond  Paston,  i.  123 ;  Thomas  Playters,  i.  129  ; 
VOL.  II. 


Thomas  Denyes,  i.  133;  James  Gloys,  i.  139; 
John  Russe,  i.  142;  Clement  I'aston,  i.  144; 
John  Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  i.  148  :  John 
Lord  Beaucha'mp,  i.  156;  G.  Browne,  i.  157; 
John  Piistou,  i.  158;  Elizabeth  Mundeford, 
i.  160;  Thomas  Playters,  i.  165;  John  Paston, 
the  "older  son,"  i.  167;  Nicholas  Abbot  of 
Langley,  i.  171 ;  John  Paston  the  youngest, 
i.  173;  Henry  Berry,  i.  176;  J.  Wymondham, 
i.  194;  John  "Felbriggc,  i.  195  ;  John  Wykes, 
i.  196;  Roger  Taverham,  i.  199;  Hugh  atte 
Fenne,  ii.  9;  William  Ebesham,  ii.  15;  G. 
Eboracum  (George  Nevile,  Archbishop  of  York), 
ii.  46  ;  "  For  trowyth,"  ii.  47  ;  King  Edward  IV., 

ii.  50;   O D.  (supposed  Earl  of  Oxford), 

ii.  61;  J.  Arblaster,  ii.  69;  Lord  Hastyngs,  ii. 
82;  Dame  Elizabeth  Brews,  ii.  104 ;  Margery 
Brews,  id.;  J.  Pympe,  ii.  109;  M.  P.  Margery 
Paston,  ii.  120;  William  Paston,  jun.  ii.  123; 
Constance  Reyny forth,  id. ;  Walter  Paston,  ii. 
125:  William' Pykenham,  ii.  130;  Elizabeth 
Duchess  of  Suffolk,  ii  141  ;  Richard  III.,  ii. 
153 ;  Margery  Paston,  ii.  155 

BADGE  of  Richard  III.,  engraving  of,  i.  177 
Bachelor  oi'  Arts,  feast  given  on  becoming,  ii.  131 
Baggeworth,  stewardship  of,  disposal  of  the,  i.  76 
Banns  of  marriage,  notice  of  the  publishing  of  in 

church,  ii.  68 
Barley  taken  apparently  for  rent,  ii.  5 ;  price  of, 

ii.  91,  ii.  119 
Barnet.  battle   of,  account  of,  ii.  60;    noblemen 

killed  at  the,  id. 

Bartholomew  fair,  London,  notice  of,  ii.  63 
Basins  and  ewers  wanting,  i.  159 
Bayard,  William  Paston's  horse,  notice  of,  ii.  14 
Beauchamp,    Richard,    Earl    of    Warwick,    notice 

of,  i.  xx 

Bedchambesand  furniture,  description  of,  i.  95 
Bfdfellow,  notice  of  the  term  and  the  custom,  ii. 

128 
Bedford,  John  Plantagenet,  Duke  of,  notice  of,  i. 

xxi. ;  debt  due  from,  to  Sir  J.  Fastoll,  i.  70 
Benefit  of  clergy,  instance  of  its  unjust  effect,  i.  174 
Berney,  Philip,  sudden  death  of,  i.  45 
,  John,  death  of,  i.  140  ;  caution  as  to  his  pro- 
perty, id. 

Berwick^  full  of  Scots,  i.  130 
Bever,  the  term  noticed,  i.  57 
Bible,  price  of  a,  ii.  13 
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Bill  (military  weapon),  cost  of  polishing,  ii.  82 

Black  cloth,  price  of,  i.  89 

Boleyn,  Sir  Jeffrey,  notice  of,  i.  55 

• — ,  notice  of 'the  family  of,  ii.  20 

Bondman,  adjudication  respecting  a,  i.  168 

Bonnets  for  men,  notice  of,  ii.  18 

Bonvile,  Lord,  and  the  Earl  of  Devonshire,  variance 
between,  i.  68 

Book  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Duke  and  of  the  Em- 
peror, ii.,  ^6 

Bookbinding,  charges  for,  ii.  16 

Books,  borrowed,  notice  respecting,  ii.  87 ;  price  of 
a  parson's  library  of,  ii.  91  ;  catalogue  of  John 
Paston's,  ii.  142" 

Boulogne,  superstition  respecting,  ii.  113 

Bourdeaux,  a  staple  of  wine,  i.  148 

Bowet,  Sir  Nichoi,  appeal  sued  by,  against  Robert 
Offord,  i.  .5 

Brackley,  John,  notice  of,  i.  99 

Brandon,  William,  notice  of  the  outrages  of,  ii.  128 

Breving,  explanation  of  the  term,  ii.  155 

Bromholm,  application  for  timber  for  the  repair  of 
the  Priory  of,  i.  115;  a  "  livery  "  bought  in,  ii. 
38 ;  tomb  of  the  Pastons  in  the  church  of,  ii  tU 

church,  tomb  of  Sir  W.  Paston  at,  notice 

respecting,  ii.  124,  127 ;  cost  of  desks  in  the 
choir  of,  ii.  L'7 

Bruges,  festivities  at,  on  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  ii.  9 

Brussels,  truce  made  at,  between  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  the  French  king,  ii.  78 

Burgesses,  curious  notice  of  places  neglecting  their 
right  to  send,  to  parliament,  ii.  71 

Burgundy,  embassy  from,  i.  90,  151 

— ,  Duke  of,  marriage  of  the,  with  Margaret, 

sister  of  Edward  l\  .,  ii.  9;  splendour  of  the 
court  of,  ii.  10  ;  notice  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of,  ii.  75  ;  death  of  the  Duke  of,  ii.  103 

Bury,  assi/es  at,  i.  176 

CADE'S  rebellion,  account  of,  i.  21 ;  some  proceedings 
connected  with,  i.  31 

Caister,  claim  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to,  asserted, 
i.  132;  priests  of,  to  be  looked  to,  i.  !:>'.»;  ap- 
pointment of  Edward  IV.  f or  the.  foundation  of 
a  college  at,  i.  182;  importance  of,  in  time  of 
wir.  ii.5;  expected  attack  upon,  ii.  11;  pre- 
parations for  the  defence  of.  ii.  12;  court*  to 
be  held  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  for,  ii.  24; 
terms  proposed  as  to,  bv  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
n»t  acceptable  to  Sir  J.  Paston.  ii.  32  ;  but  any 
terms  to  be  accepted  rather  than  endanger  hi's 
brother's  life,  ii.  33;  distress  of  the  I.e-ie^ed  in, 
ii.  34;  men  killed  at,  ii.  id.,  12 ;  John  Paston 
encouraged  to  defend,  ii.  i<  ;  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  on  the  surrender  of.  ii.  -0  ; 
letter- of  John  Paston  on  the  vim.-  .»,-  •  -ion.ii.uf  , 
41  ;  state  of,  ii.  43;  indictment  of  John  I'a-t  >n 
for  shooting  two  men  at,  ii.  >:  neirotiatimis 
fag,  n.  70;  farther  ne^'tiations  tor  the 

Ewsession  of.   ii-  7.':;    IV  of    by 

ir  J.  Paston  on  the  death  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  ii.  95;  cost  of  the  decree  for  the  ie>ti 
tu'ion  of,  ii  100 

College,  desire  ot  Faxtcilf  for  the  foundation 

of,  i.  92;    Targe  sum  r  -quired  lor  a  licence  for, 


i.  93  ;    further  proceedings  as  to,  i.94;    m.tice 
of  proceedings   respecting,  ii.  4;     arrangement 
suggested  for  the  payment  of  the  i»r ..• 
120 

Calais,  reported  siege  of,  i.  24;    expected   >i. 
i.  81 ;  sea  fight  olT,  between  the  Earl  of  V 
and  the  Spaniards,  i.  90  ;    a  staple  of 
148;  unquiet  state  of,  i.  163;   approach  of  the 
French  king  to  the  attack  of,  ii.  84 
Calle,  Richard,  objections  to  the   marriage  of  Mar- 
gery Paston  with,  ii.  24;     denied    intercourse 
with    his  wife,  ii.  25;    endeavours  to  d 
the  marriage  contract  of,  ii.  29  ;    his  wif. 
away  from  her  mother's  house,  id. ;  divorce  not 
to  be  attempted,  ii.  aO 

Cambridge,  Judge  Yelverton's  charge  at  the  assizes 
at,  i.  151;    settlement  of  Walter  Paston  at  the 
university  of,  ii.  101 
Candlesticks  wanting,  i.  169 
Canterbury,  notice  of  a  pilirrimaire  to,  ii.  65 
Carlisle,  siege  of,  i.  131  ;  ~Queen  of  Scots  re< 

at,  i.  16<i 

Carriers,  notice  of,  i.  xv 
Carrying,  cost  of,  ii.  86 
(  bMell,  notice  of  the  burning  of,  ii.  117 
Chancery,  attachment  out  of,  ii.  6 
Chaplainship  of  Caister  given  to  the  queen's 

lain.ii.  14;  value  of,  id. 
Chapman,  curious  accusation  against,  of  bribery  and 

slander,  i.  164 

Chardeqweyns  as  a  medicine,  for  had  air,  i.  40 
Charles  VII.  of  France,  death  of,  i.  146 
Cherburg  taken  by  the  French,  i 
Cheshire,  commons  risen  in,  i.  178 
Chcve-day,  notice  of,  i.  148 
( 'he\isance,  notice  of,  i.  180 
!    Childermas-day,  notice  of  a  superstition  respecting, 

i.  132 
Christmas.notice  of  the  keeping  or,  ii.  66  ;  i 

at,  i.  121 ;  manner  of  keeping,  ii.  1.V4 
Church  preferment,  qualifications    required  for,  ii. 

129 

Clarence,  Duke  of,  reward  for  the  apprehension  of, 
i.  24;  joins  his  brother  Edward  IV.  after  his 
landing  at  Ravenspur,  ii.  59;  notice  of  the 
ground  of  dissension  h-tween  the  Duke  of,  and 
his  brother  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  ii  (1? 
Clerk  of  the  kitchen,  curious  qualification!  for,  ii. 

97 

Clocks  repaired  by  prie.-ts,  notice  of.  ii.  45 
Cloth,  scarcity  of,  in  Suffolk  and  Norfolk. 

of  gold  for  covering  a  body  • 

of,  ii.  95,  100 
Clothe.,  notice  of  the  sort  wanted  at  Eton  College, 

ii.  129 

Cold,  method  of  treatment  for,  ii.  91 
Collars  dl  irold,  act  re^ulatinu  the  wearing  of,  i.  177 
Collector   of  taxes,  lequc.st    to   be   relieved  Iroin    the 

office  of,  ii.  76 
C  -lle-e.  opinions  as  to  the  place  of  fouix 

Combat,  desire  of  John  Berney  for  the  kiiu 
for  a  !>ingle,  i    !•••"' 

mixMou    ,,f  the    peace,    pr.-povd    chau. 
17S  ;   to  inquire  why  the  Norfolk  gentry  did  uot 
attend  the  king,  i.  181 
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Common  swearing,  notice  of,  i.  133 

Controller,  or  searcher  of  Yarmouth,  present  pro- 
mised for  the  obtaining  the  place  of,  i.  160 

Conversation,  curious  specimen  of,  between  Sir  John 
Paston  and  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  ii.  72 

Convocation  of  the  clergy,  one  to  be  summoned,  ii.  66 

Corn  not  to  be  exported"  ii.  91 

Coronation  of  Edward  IV.,  day  of  changed,  i.  131 

Coroner,  J.  Berney  falsely  accused  of  the  murder  of 
a,  i.  135 

Coroumber,  siege  of,  i.  126 

Correspondence,  caution  observed  in,  i.  141 

Cotton  Hall,  account  of  proceedings  at,  i.  120 

Courts  and  leets,  notice  of,  ii.  138 

Cousin,  use  of  the  term  by  John  Paston  in  address- 
ing his  wife,  i.  140 

Coventry,  riot  at,  and  Richard  Stafford  killed,  i.  6  ; 
affray  at,  between  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  men 
and  the  watchmen,  i.  15-;  list  of  persons  attainted 
by  the  parliament  at,  i.  104 

Creveker  (Sir  Philip),  the  Count  of  Crevecoeur  of 
Scott's  novel  of  Quentin  Durward,  notice  of,  ii. 
118 

Cromer,  riot  at,  against  the  Lord  Scales,  lord-admiral 
of  the  county,  i.  99 

Cromwell,  Lord,  dispute  of,  with  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick as  to  the  causers  of  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's, 
i.64 

Crossbows  and  other  arms  required  for  the  defence 
of  a  house,  i.  88 

DALMNO,  W.,  petition  of  against  Sir  W.  Paston,  i. 

xxiv 
Dates  and  cinnamon  to  be  purchased,  i.  117 ;  dates 

to  be  purchased,  ii.  44 ;  peculiar  use  of,  ii.  121 
Daubeney,  death  of,  in  the  siege  of  Caister,  ii.  34,  37 
Daughters  of  gentlemen  not  brought  up  at  their  own 

homes,  ii.  8,  17 

Deacon  s  vestment,  use  to  be  made  of,  ii.  80 
Debts,   an   insolvent's  effects  to  be  proportionally 

divided  for  the  payment  of,  ii.  67,  68 
Defamation,  curious  specimen  of,  i.  135 
Dtnyes,  Thomas,  commission  to  try  the  murderers 

of,  i.  128 
Dereham,  dispute  between  the  vicar  of,  and  Master 

Constantine  Dalby,  settled,  i.  18 
Devices  for  the  neck,  notice  of,  i.  40 
Devonshire,  Earl  of,  and  Lord  Bonvile,  variance 

between,  i.  68 

,  landing  of  the  Courtneys  in,  ii.  51 

Dinner,  curious  example  of  the  mayor  of  Norwich 

sending  his  own  dinner  to  the  person  he  was  visit- 
ing, i.  185 

party  of  John  Paston,  ii.  23 

Disseisin,  notice  of  the  law  as  to,  ii.  34 

Distraints,  account  of  several,  ii.  138 

Distress,  illegal,  notice  of,  ii.  8 

Distresses,  tumultuous  manner  in  which  they  were 

made,  i.  140 

Doublets,  worsted  required  for,  i.  155 
Douglas,  James,  Earl  of,  notice  of,  i.  166 
Drayton,  presentation  to  the  living  of  disputed,!.  109  ; 

presentation  to  the  living  of  requested,  i.  150 ; 

distraint  at,  i.  186 

Durham,  Edward  IV.  arrives  at,  i.  172 
Dwarf,  notice  of  a  Turkish,  ii.  46 


EAST  LEXHAM,  the  manor  of,  how  recovered  from  a 
purchaser,  i.  159 

Easterlings,  notice  of  a  naval  engagement  with  the, 
ii.  8L 

Ebersham,  or  Ebesham,  W.,  the  transcriber,  notice 
of,  ii.  7 ;  bill  of,  for  transcribing  and  writing,  ii.  15 

Edinburgh  Review,  opinion  of,  as  to  the  publication 
of  historical  documents,  i.  xiii 

Education,  severities  practised  in,  i.  49 ;  of  young 
women,  notice  of,  ii.  8 

Edward  IV.,  portrait  of,  i.  126;  entry  of  into  Lon- 
don, ii.  7 ;  reported  dissensions  in  the  family  of, 
id. ;  progress  of  through  Norfolk,  ii.  22 ;  decla- 
ration of,  as  to  not  interfering  with  law  proceed- 
ings, ii.  23;  letters  of  credence  from,  ii.  50 

Prince,  son  of  Henry  VI.,  varying  accounts 


of  the  murder  of,  ii.  59 
V.,  portrait  of,  ii.  146 


Election  intrigues,  notice  of,  ii.  56 ;  feast  at  Nor- 
wich, cost  of  a,  ii.  70 

Elizabeth,  afterwards  queen  of  Henry  VII.,  birth  of, 
ii.  3 

,  Duchess  of  Suffolk,  autograph  letter  of, 

ii.  141 

Embracery,  request  of  the  assistance  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  for  the  punishment  of,  i.  97 

England,  great  sickness  in  the  towns  of,  ii.  63 

Enigmatical  letter,  i.  157 

Eton  College,  notice  respecting,  ii.  121,  122 

Exchequer  tally,  notice  of,  i.  70 

Exeter,  Duke  of,  claims  Sir  J.  Fastolf's  place  in 
Southwark,  i.  102 

Exigent,  writ  of,  notice  of,  i.  75 

FASTOLF,  Sir  John,  letter  of  thanks  for  "rightful 
favours  "  in  a  lawsuit,  i.  9 ;  oath  of,  i.  20 ;  J. 
Payn  urged  to  accuse  him  of  treason,  i.  21,  31 ; 
announcement  of  his  intention  to  reside  at 
Caister,  i.  43;  spirited  behaviour  of,  i.  57;  de- 
claration of  costs  of,  due  to  him  from  the  king, 
i.  71 — 74;  character  of,  i.  75;  accounts,  ill  state 
of,  i.  79,  80;  auditors  proposed,  i.  80;  losses 
by  merchandizing,  i.  81 ;  law-business  of,  i.  96  ; 
death  and  biographical  notice  of,  i.  100;  dis- 
position of  the  goods  of,  i.  102 ;  advice  of  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester  concerning  his  goods,  i. 
103;  burial  of,  id.;  Book  of  the  Valiant  Acts 
of,  in  France,  i.  152;  commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  disputes  respecting  the  estates 
of,  i.  161 ;  testimony  of  Friar  Mowght  as  to  his 
will,  ii.  21 

•,  Thomas,  notice  of,  i.  54;  marriage  of,  with 

one  of  J.  Paston's  daughters,  proposed,  i.  55  ; 
application  of  his  mother  respecting  the  ward- 
ship of,  i.  193  ;  expected  attack  of  upon  Carter, 
ii.  11 

Feedmen,  notice  of,  i.  148  ;  summoned  to  await  on 
the  king,  i.  175 

Felbri«g,  Lady,  differences  between,  and  John  Pas- 
ton,  i.  29 

Felbrigge,  Sir  John,  brutal  behaviour  of,  to  a  lady 
in  making  a  dutress  on  some  disputed  premises, 
i.  19 1 ;  offers  J.  Paston  one  hundred  marks  for 
his  assistance,  i.  195 

Female  education,  notice  respecting,  i.  34 

Feuu,  Sir  John,  dates  of  his  publication  of  Paston 

M  2 


161 


INDEX. 


Letters,  i.  xiii.;   his  opinions  on  the  state  of 
society  contested,  i.  xviii 
Fieri  facias,  process  under  a  writ  of.  i.  167 
Fines,  notice  of  the  levying  of,  ii.  49 
Fleet,  assembling  of  a,  to  assist  Henry  VI.,  i..  147 

Prison,  letter  from  a  prisoner  in,  complaining 

of  oppression,   i.  42 ;    imprisonment  of  John 
Paston  in.i.  192;  delivered  from,  id. 
Flemings,  destruction  of  at  Waxham,  i.  3 
Flowerdew,  rector  of  Drayton,  process  recommended 

for  depriving  him  of  the  rectory,  i.  1&7 
Forgeries,  notices  of  some,  i.  25 
Fortune-teller,  or  prophet,  notice  of  a,ii.  76 
France,  anticipated  invasion  from.it.  52;  king  of, 
pilgrimage  of,  to  Spain,  i.   148;    notice  of  the 
wars  in,  ii.  117 

French,  appearance  of  the,  on  the  coast  of  Norfolk, 
i.  86;  and  poetry,  instruction  taken  in,  i.  94; 
embassy,  notice  respecting,  ii.  88;  King,  em- 
bassy to,  i.  14t> ;  King,  and  King  of  France, 
careful  distinction  in  the  use  of  the  titles,  ii.  10  ; 
MS.  books,  inquiry  respecting,  ii.  7 
Frere,  William,  editor  of  last  volume  of  Paston 

Letters,  i.  xiii 

Frieze  to  be  purchased,  i.  89 
Funeral  charges,  exceptions  to,  ii.  68 

GEANF,  a  medicated  treacle,  notice  of,  i.  200;  mer- 
chant's marks  on,  id. 

Geneva,  or  gin,  notice  of,  i.  199 

Gloucester,  Humphrey  Plantagenet,  Duke  of,  notice 
of,  i.  xx i 

,  Duke  of,  ground  of  dissension  between 

him  and  his  brother  Clarence,  ii.  67  ;  and 
Clarence,  contentions  between  the  Dukes  of, 
ii.  73 

Gloys,  priest  and  confessor,  quarrel  of,  with  John 
Paston,  ii.  69 

k,  earnest  desire  forone,  ii.  72 

Gown, cost  of,  temp.  Hen.  VII.,  i.  2 

Gowns,  men's,  notice  of,  i.  83;  notice  of  the  ma- 
terials for,  ii.  119 

Granson,  account  of  the  battle  of,  ii.  (JJ 

Grave-cloth,  notice  of,  ii.  'Jt> 

Green,  Dr.,  prophecy  of,  i.  68 

ginger  of  almonds,  i.  5 

wax,  notice  of,  ii.  -.4 

Greenwich,  tli.'  residence  of  the  court,  1454,  i.  56 

an,  disputes  with  the  Lord  Molyns  as  to  the 
manor  of,  i.  23 ;  ground-plan  of  the  mansion  at, 
ii.  64 
I,ord,  proposal  of  marriage  from,  i.  52 

111  hawks,  notice  of,  ii.  71 
i,  notice  of  the  defence  of,  ii.  114 

Gurncy,  Thomas,  "  a  clerk  coi.vict "  of  murder, 
escapes  by  claiming  benefit  of  clergy,  and  his 
man  is  hanged,  i.  173 

HALF,  forcible  entry  upon  the  manor  of,  i.  l-~ 
Ha  mines,  siege  of  the  castle  of,  i.  146 

rt,  ami  two  others,  indicted  fur 
killing  Richard  Stafford  at  Coventry,  j.  6 
.1,  capture  of,  i.  2 

-S  articles  of,  action  against  W.  Dylmyn  for 
non  delivery  of,  i.  179 
Hats,  notice  of,u.  19 ;  price  of,  ii.  95 


Haubergeon,  notice  of,  i.  51 

Hauteyn,  Joliu,  pet.tion  of,  for  counsel  to  be  ap- 
pointed him  again-'.  the  !'••- 
covery  of  the  manor  of  Oxnead,  i.  7 

Ha«k,  worth  lessuess  of  the  one  sent  to  J.  Paston, 
ii.  74 

Hawks,  different  soils  of,  noticed,  ii.  71 

Hemnale's  Hall,  forcible  eutrv  upon,  account  of, 
i.  153 

Henry  VI., portrait  of,i.xiv.;  articles  for  the  govern- 
ment and  education  of,  i.  xx — xxii.  :    i  orrowing 
money  for  his  Christmas  ex  i 
of  foreign  alliances  to  a-.ii.st  ;n  the  Fu-nch  wars, 
id. ;  account  of  the  recovery  of,  i.  56 ;  in 
of,  alter  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's, 
sickness  of,  i.  68;    movements  of,  i. 
Queen  Margaret,  flight  of,  into  > 

VII..  notice  of  the  landing  of,  ii.  156 

IIerrin_r>,  pi  ice  of,  i.  57 

Ilevenin^'ham,  Sir  John,  captain  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk's  forces  against  '  ";  pro- 

posals of,  for  an  accommodation 

Heyleadon.  forcible  entry  of  the   I  ink- 

upon,  i.   188 ;    determine 

garet  Paston  against,  M.  :    : 

posed  not  to  know  of  the  violent  ' 

i.  190;  destruction  of  the  place 

by  the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  men.  i.  191 
Hiekling,  Fa-tolf 's  dispute  with  the  prior  of,  i.  31 
Highways,  reported  insecurity  of  travelling  on,  i  69 
Holders,  notice  of.  ii.  154 
Hogan,  a  pretended  prophet,  notice  of,  ii 
Horse,  one  wanted  for  Edmund   Pa»t..n,  i.  lf>3;  di- 
rections for  the  purchase  of  a,  ii 

ii.  67  :  desirable  qualities  of  a,  ii.  i09;    price  of 

a,  ii.  117 

• harness,  price  to  be  paid  for 

Horses  bought  at  St.  Faith's  fair,  near  Norwich,  i. 

185 
Hosiers  at  Black  friars,  commission  for  a. 

i.  191 
House  in  St.  Lawrence  p  irish  to  be  h 

122 

Household  stuff,  notice  of,  i.  45 
Households  of  the  nohilitv,  notice  of  the  offic, 

i.  1<M 
Houses,  wooden,  application    for  leave  to  re 

one,  i.  33;  in  Norwich,  rent  at 
Howard,  quarrel  with  J.  Paston,  i.  143 

IM.UMIXATIONS  i  ,  ii.  16 

Indictment  of  John  Paiton  ami 

two  men  at  Caistei,  ii.  4b :    of  Pampyng  and 

Broom  for  the  same,  ii.  49 
Inglos,  death  of  Sir  i  1 
Intercourse,  limited  means  oi. 
Interest,  notice  as  to  the  rate 
Invasion  tin.  u  th 

120,000  men.  i.  150 

JACK,  or  jack<  ..  51 

Jerusalem,  a  t  hroni 

iplN,iiit.-d  for  lift- l,;. 
.  conversation  respecting  the  influencing  of,  i. 
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Jury,  application  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  3.  Paston 

to  secure  a  fair  jury  in  an  action  for  debt,  i.  33 
Justice,  regular  procedure  of,  i.  82 
Justs  at  Bruges,  description  of,  ii.  9 

KKNT,  indictments  of  John  Paston,  Earl  of  Oxford, 

and  others  in,  i.  78 

Kentishmen,  reported  rising  of,  ii.  151 
Knighthood,  pledge  of,  in  borrowing  money,  i.  58 
Knights  of  the  shire,  influence  used  ior  the  election 

of,  i.  60 ;  proceedings  for  the  election  of,  i.  6,i 

LANCASHIRE,  commons  risen  in,  i.  178 

Land,  rent  of  twenty  acres  of,  i.  32 ;  terms  of  rent- 
ing, i.  36 

Landed  property,  value  of,  i.  24 

Lands,  terms  for  the  letting  of,  ii.  83 

Langley,  abbey  of,  notice  of,  i.  114;  claim  of  rents 
due  to,  i.  171 

Latin  verses,  specimen  of,  ii.  57 

Lavenham,  Suffolk,  notice  of,  i.  151 

Law,  asserted  assembly  of  persons  to  overawe  at 
proceedings  at,  i.  2$ ;  proceedings  suspended  by 
a  letter  from  the  king,  i.  106 

Leases,  value  attached  to,  i.  36 

Letter,  curious  caution  to  observe  whether  it  had  been 
broken  open  before  being  delivered,  ii.  57,  72 

Letters,  mode  of  folding  and  sealing,  i.  xv 

Licence  for  a  chapel,  notice  respecting,  ii.  75 

Licentiousness  of  the  age,  opinions  as  to  the,  i.  199 

Little  Snoring,  purchase  of,  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 

Liveried  retainers,  regulations  as  to,  ii.  27  ;  number 

of  Sir  John  Paston's,  ii.  28;   of  the  Duke  of 

Norfolk's,  id. 

Liveries,  cloth 'required  for,  i.  69 
Livery  of  lauds,  attendance  required  for,  i.  148 
of  the  Pastous,  murrey  and  tawny,  i.  170 ; 

colours  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's,  ii.  28 
Lombards,  two,  hanged  at  London  for  rioting,  i.  82 
London,  riot  in,  i.  82 ;  notice  of  sickness  in,  ii.  131 
bridge,  battle  at,  during  Cade's  rebellion, 

i.  22;  head  of  Thomas  Fauconbridge  set  upon, 

ii.65 


physicians,  caution  against  taking  medi- 
cines from,  i.  181 

Love  verses  by  a  lady,  temp.  Henry  VI.  or  Edward 
IV.,  ii.  144 

Lovel,  Lord,  notice  of,  i.  196 

Lyston,  John,  singular  case  of  outlawry  of,  i.  2 

Lyttelton,  Thomas,  afterwards  the  famous  jud.ge, 
asked  for  as  counsel  by  John  Hauteyn,  i.  8 

MAINTENANCE,  notice  of  the  law  term,  i.  103 
Majesty,  royal,  first  use  of  the  term,  i.  44 
Maldon,  curious  election  proceedings  at,  ii.  69 
Malt,  price  of,  ii.  91,93 
Manners,  social  and  domestic,  general  character  of, 

i.  xiv. ;  state  of,  i.  xviii 
March,  unseasonable  weather  in,  ii.  106 
Margaret,  Queen,  list  of  persons  in  Scotland  with,  i. 

147 

Tudor,  Duchess  of  Richmond,  notice  of,  i.  15 

Mary  of  Burgundv,  marriage  of,   to  the  Emperor 

Maximilian,  ii'.  118 
Marriage  articles   between    Elizabeth    Paston    and 


John  Clopton,  i.  47 ;  portion,  arrangement  for 
board  and  lodging  instead  of,  ii.  105 ;  negotia- 
tions as  to  the  amount  of,  ii.  107  et  seq. 

Mawteby,  Margaret,  afterwards  wife  of  John  Paston, 
introduction  of,  i.  I ;  new  gown  wanted  for,  i.  2 

Men  sent  for  the  defence  of  Caister,  ii.  12;  to  be 
treated  courteously,  ii.  13 

Mestlyon  and  wheat  distrained  upofl,  ii.  139 

Mill  and  lands,  rent  of,  i.  185 

Millefoil-water,  notice  of,  ii.  102 

Mint-water,  notice  of,  id. 

Money  and  corn  for  victualling  a  barge  at  Yarmouth, 
method  of  raising,  i.  123 ;  caution  observed  in 
transmitting,  ii.  14;  large  sums  of,  reported  to 
be  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Oxlord,  ii.  79  ;  rusty, 
notice  respecting,  ii.  91 

Monk,  anecdote  of  a  young,  ii.  57 

Montagu,  death  of  the  Marquis  of,  ii.  60 

'  Month's  Mind,'  notice  of,  i-  102 

Monumental  t-ffigies,  notice  respecting,  ii.  136 

Morley,  Lady,  claim  of,  on  John  Paston,  i.  13 

Morton,  Bishop  of  Ely,  notice  of,  ii.  78 

Muskball,  notice  of,  ii.  89 

Mustyrddevyllers,  notice  of  the  term,  ii.  119 

NAUNTON,  notice  of  the  family  of,  i.  120 

Neckerchiefs,  notice  of,  ii.  18 

Necklaces,  notice  of,  i.  40 

Newman's  Place,  Norwich,  rent  of,  i.  45 

News,  difficulties  in  believing  in,  i.  107 

Noblemen's  council,  description  of,  ii.  70 

Nonsense  verses,  earlv  specimen  of  at  Eton  School, 

ii.  122 
Norfolk,  speech  of  John  Mowbray,  Duke  of,  i.  26 

,  proclamation  of  the  Duke  of,  i.  67 ;  Duke 

of,  intends  to  keep  his  Christmas  in  Wales,  i. 
165 ;  Duke  of,  summons  from  to  J.  Pastoti  to 
attend  at Framlingham  as  counsel,!.  196 ;  Duke 
of,  negotiation  oi  the,  for  the  purchase  of  Caister, 
ii.  12;  christening  of  the  daughter  of  the  Duke 
of,  ii.  51 ;  death  of  the  Duke  of,  ii.  95 

-,  Kathar  he  Duchess  of,  notice  of,  i.  1 ;  de- 


sires John  Paston  to  have  his  house  prepared  for 

,  notice  of  an  election  for  member  of  parlia- 
ment for,  i.  Ill  ;  state  of  the  county  of,  i.  118  ; 
election  for  the  county  of,  i.  124 ;  state  of  the 
county,  i.  130 ;  riots  feared  in,  id. ;  letter  from 
the  king  concerning  the  elections  for,  i.  173; 
election,  notice  of,  ii.  70 

thread,  notice  of,  as  an  article  of  dress,  i.  35 


North  of  England,  risings  in  the,  ii.  51 
Northumberland,  siege  of  three  castles  in,  i.  172 
Norwich,  election  riot  at,  i.  35;  sickness  at,  i.39; 
arrival  of  Queen  Margaret  in,  id  ;  preparations 
for  receiving  the  queen  at,  ii.  27  ;  notice  of  sick- 
ness in,  ii.  133 
Nuys,  siege  of,  ii.  90 

OATS,  price  of,  ii.  91,93 

Ode's  (John)  inheritance,  letter  of  the  Bishop  of 

Lincoln  respecting,  i.  66 
Offices  of  state,  promotions  to,  i.  91 
Oil,  use  of  in  salads,  ii.  2 
Oranges,  notice  of,  ii.  ^5 
Orleans,  release  of  the  Duke  of,  i.  2 
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<T  by  one  of  Howard's  men,  i.  143 

,  Sir  John,  death  of,  ii.  134 

Letters,  original  edition  of,  i.  xiii 

-,  proof  of  authenticity  of,  i.  xv,  xvi 


-,  timber  required  for  repairs  at,  i.  7 
-,  Walter,  death  of,  ii.  131 


Orthography   and  punctuation   of  original   letters,    I 
specimen  of,  i.  xvi 

Ouch,  with  diamond,  notice  of,  ii.  18 

Ovid's  poems,  notice  of,  i.  181 

Oxford,  preparations  of  the  Earl  of  against  the  laud- 
ing of  Edward  IV'.,  ii.  5^;  escape-  the  treachery 
of  his  ch  iplain,  ii.61 ;  attempt  of,to  escape  from 
Hammes  Castle,  ii.  129 

University,  expenses  of  residence  at,  ii.  124 ; 

notice  as  to  taking  of  degrees  in,  ii.  130;  by  any 
of  the  royal  family,  id. 

Oxnead,  manor  of,  recovered  by  John  Hauteyn,  i. 
~  ;  and  released  again,  id. 

Over  and  Terminer,  partial  proceedings  at  a  session 
'    of,i.28 

PAPER  of  original   letters,  description  of,  i.  xvii. ; 

scarcity  of,  i.  134 
Pardon,  J.  Paston's  not  to  be  obtained  without  much 

money,  i.  163 ;  notice  of,  ii.  62 

Parliament,  influence  of  aristocracy  on  elections  for 
members  of,  considered,  i.  xix. ;  proceedings  of 
against  the  Duke  of  Somerset  and  others,  for 
causing  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  i.  65 
Partrick,  John,  vicar  of  Paston,  dispute  with,  i.  7 
Passage-boats  between  Dover  and  Calais  taken  by 

the  French,  ii.  77 

Paston,  a  man  captured  by  the  enemy  from  the  sea- 
shore at,  i.  85 

•,  Agnes,  severe  treatment  of  her  daughter  by, 

i.  50 ;  death  of,  ii.  131 

,  Elizabeth,  proposals  for  the  marriage  of  with 

Sir  William  Oldhall.i.  46;  proposals  for  the  mar- 
riage of  with  John  Clopton,  td.  ;  Scroope  pro- 
posed as  a  husband  for,  i.  49 

.  J.,  Billing's  character  of,  i.43;  struck  with 


Ptenuigny,  notice  of  the  peace  of,  ii.  94 

Pedigree  of  the  Paston  family,  ii.  158 
Perse,  untie*  of  the  imprisonment  of,  i.  124;  doubt 
as  to  the  frature  of  the  offence  for  which  he  was  in 
pri-on,  i.  186 
Pestilence  in  London,  notice  of,  i.  54  ;  at  Norwich, 

notice  of,  i.  109 
Petition  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  respecting  Caister, 

ii.75 

Pewter  vessels  wanted,  i.  159 

Physician  sent  for  to  Cambridge  from  Norfolk,  i.  158 
Pie,  or  maypie,  worthlessness  of  a  speaking,  ii.  74 
Pilgrims  raptured  b\  the  enemy  on  the  sea-shore  of 
Norfolk,  but  released  again,  i.  85  ;  use  of  in  con- 
v.-\  ing  letters,  &c.,  ii.  62 
1'ir.ite  uken.  and  to  be  executed,  ii.  85 
P..,  try  and  French,  instruction  taken  in,  i.  94 

I'M  silk  laces,  to  be  broughtfrom  London, ii. 23 
Pole.  Ladv,  money  due  to  for  the  board  of  Eli/.ibeth 

. ". .  % 
Politic. il  agitation,  directions  for  exciting  in  Norfolk, 

n,  notice  of  a,  i.  99 

•./.nbeth  (late  Pi»ton),  request  of  for  the 
leiaainder  of  her  marriage  portion,  i.  '.Hi 


Poyn'ngs'  law,  notice  of,  ii.  1 

Presents  to  ladies,  suggestions  as  to  what  are  accept- 
able, ii.  71 

Priset,  Judge,  reproof  of  by  Judge  Yelverton,  i 

Prison,  expense  of  weekly" board  in,  i.  ls7 

Private  chapel  at  Mawtebv,  licence  requested  for,  ii. 
91,92 

Privy  Seal,  notice  of  a  letter  under  the,  for  raising 
troops,  i  98 

Proclamation  of  the  Earls  of  March.  Warwick,  and 
Salisbury,  i.  66  ;  of  Edward  IV.,  i.  162;  of  Kin- 
Richard  III.,  ii.  152;  of  D.ike  of  Suffolk,  ii.  154 

Proverbs,  i.  149 

Protection  granted  to  Todenham,  Heydon,  and 
others,  i.  65 

Puke  gowns,  notice  res|>ecting,  ii.  97 

Purveyance  for  winter,  i.  154 

RADFORD,  Nicholas,  murder  of,  i.  68 

Ravenspur,  notice  of  the  landing  of  Edward  IV.  at, 
ii.  59 

Ray-gown,  notice  of,  ii.  43 

Recorders  of  cities  asserted  to  be  eligible  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  i.  37 

Replevin,  writs  of,  notice  of,  i.  187 

Rhyming  letter,  specimens  of,  ii.  104,  1 1 1 

Richard  III.,  portrait  of,  ii.  150 

Right  of  way,  dispute  as  to,  i.  11 

Rising  Castle,  gathering «  f  suspicious  people  at,  i.  130 

Rivers,    Lord,   rude     lauL'na'.'e    used    t 
Sir  Anthony  Widvi.le,   by  the  Earls 
bury  and  Warwick,  i.  105  ;  robbed  of  his  jewels 
and"  plate  in  Italy,  ii.  99;  notice  of  him  as  an 
agricultural  improver,  ii.  138 

Robberies  on  the  road  to  London,  reports  of,  i.  69 

Rome,  extortion  as  to  the  expenses  of  some  proceed- 
ings at,  ii.  83 

'Royal  household,  economy  of,  i.  144 

SACRAMENT,  licence  desired  for  admin;- 
private  chapel,  ii.it  l.l»2 

St.  Alban's,  notice  of  the  first  battle  of,  i.  Gl  ;  num- 
ber of  men  killed  at.  i.  rc- 
St.  Augustine,  Canterbury,  misfortunes  of  the  mo- 
ly  ot,  i.  175 

St.  Leonard,  priory  of,  pilgrimage  to,  i.  4 

St.  Omers,  notice  of  the  siege  of,  ii.  117 

Sil.-t,  notice  of,  i.  51 

Salisbury,  sickness  of  the  Earl  of, 

Salt,  price  of  a  wey  of,  i.  32 

Sanctuaries,  notice  of.  ii.  64 

Sanctuary,  expensive  residence  iti  the.  ii.  lf>;    '.' 
of  Edward  IV.  and  others  in.  i 

Sandwich,  Lord  Rivers  and  Sir  Anthony  Widville 
taken  at,  and  carried  to  i  <  :  King 

Edward  IV.  coming  to,  to  remedy  som> 
sions  at,  i.  1% 

Saxthorp,  curious  mode  of  preventing  the  holding 
of  a  court  at,  ii.  43 

Scales,  Lord,  letter  from,  complaining  ot'  the  im- 
pounding of  some  beast-.  offer  of 
arbitrement  as  to  matters  in  dispute,  id. ;  im- 
puted .  i.  HVJ 

Scotch  and  Welsh,  unquiet  st.it*  of  the,  i 

Scotland,  embassy  from.  i.  14*'. ;  embassy  to,  i.  165 ; 
truce  concluded  with,i.  17o 
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Scots  defeated  at  Carlisle,  i.  131 

Scrutiny  for  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  county, 

recommended  by  John  Paston,  i.  Iii6 
Sea-fight    between  the   Spaniards  and   the   Earl  of 

Warwick,  i.  90;  reported,  i.  162 
Seal,  price  of  a,  ii.  17 
Seals  :— Kichard  Karl  of  Warwick,  i.  59 ;    Richard 

Duke  of  York,i.  60;  Henry  VI.,  i.  106;  Nicholas 

Abbot  of  LangJey,  i.  114;    Clement  Paston,  i. 

116  ;  Margaret  Pa'ston,  i.  118 ;  T.  from  Temple 

ofSyun,  i.  122;  Thomas  Playters,  i.  129;  John 

Berney,  i.  138;    John  Russe,  i.  142;  Sir  John 

Paston,  ii.  7;    Hugh  at  Fenne,  ii.  9;  Earl  of 

Oxford,  ii.  45 
Sermon  preached  at  Norwich,  on  Whitsunday,  temp. 

Henry  VI.,  i.  112 
Sexton,  or  sacrist,  office  of,  i.  184 
Sheep  driven  from  Heylesdon  to  Causton  to  avoid 

the  Duke  of  Suffolk's  seizure,  i.  189 
Sheriff  of  Norfolk,  bribe  offered  to  for  his  influence, 

but  refused,  i.  87 
,  William,  violent  proceedings  of  Lord  Welles 

and  others  against,  i.  77 
Sheriffs  silver,  notice  of,  i.  38 

return,  proceedings  on  a  false  one,  ii.  96 

Ships,  different  sorts  of,  i.  90 

Siege  of  Thebes,  notice  of  the  book  of  the,  ii.  68 

Signet,  importance  of,  i.  117 

Silk,  application  for,  i.45 

Sleeping-time,  notice  of,  i.  76 

Snoring, 'parson  of,  put  in  the  stocks,  i.  137;  accused 

of  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Denyes,  i.  138 
Soldiers,  extortion  of  money  by  disbanded/i.  137 

,  livery  of,  i.  157 

Somerset,  Duke  of,  in  prison,  i.  43  r  return  of  the, 

from  France  to  Scotland,  to  join  Queen  Margaret, 

i.  147  ;  sues  for  grace,  i.  162 
Spices,  inquiry  as  to  the  prices  of,  ii.  66 
Spiritual  order,  notice  of  John  Paston  belonging  to 

a.i.121 

Spoons,  notice  of,  i.  83 
Stafford,  Richard,  killed  at  Coventry  by  Sir  Robert 

Harcuurt,  i.  6 
,  Humphrey,  Earl   of,    afterwards  Duke  of 

Buckingham,  notice  of,  i.  10 
Stamford,  movements  after  the  battle  of,  ii.  47 
Steel-bows,  inquiry  for  a  workman  to  repair,  ii.  25 
Stratford,  parson  of,  behaviour  of,  i.  25 
Suffolk,  Lady,  application  of  for  the  appointment  of 

the  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  i.  Ill 
and  Norfolk,  discontents  in,  i.  26;   alleged 

partiality  of  the  sherilf  or,  id. ;  rumoured  rising 

iu.ii.7Si 

-,  Duke  of,  articles  of  impeachment  against, 


i.  15;  advice  of  to  his  son,  i.17;  account  of  the 
death  of,  i.  18,  20  ;  William  de  la  Pole,  Uuke  of, 
account  of  his  tomb  at  Wingfield,  ii.  125 

Sugar  to  be  purchased,  i.  89;  &c.,  commission  to 
purchase  five  shillings'  worth,  ii.  66 

Sugar-loaf  wanted,  i.  134;  &c.,  money  sent  for  the 
purchase  of,  ii.  44 

Supper  at  Framlingham,  cost  of,  ii.  71 

Swains.tb.orp,  tenure  of  by  petit  sergeanty,  i.  16 

Syrup,  Master  Roger's,  notice  of,  ii.  44 

TAILBOYS,  appjjfeatum  to  Lord  Beaumont  for  force  to 


resist  the  violent  proceedings  of   Lord  Welles 

against  his  servant,  i.  78 
Taverham,  R.,  offers  his  estate  for  his   life   to  J. 

Paston,  i.  197  ;  ascertains  his  lather's  death,  and 

begs  Paston's  assistance  in  getting  possession  of 

his  patrimony,  i.  198 
Temple,  offices  accepted  by  lawyers  in  the,  as  excuses 

for  not  residing  with  their  wives,  i.  32 
Temple  of  Glass,  notice  of  the  poem  so  called,  ii.  67 
Testimonial  of  the  commons  of  Norfolk,  to  be  sent  to 

the  king,  i.  135 
Thames,  forty  sail  of  ships  stopped  in  the,  to  convey 

men  to  Calais,  i.  162 
Thetford,  large  session  expected  at,  i.  41  ;  sessions 

at,  i.   150;  assizes  at,  i.  15 1 

Tiles,  notice  respecting  the  scarcity  of  in  Norfolk,  ii.  98 
Tippets  of  worsted,  price  of,  i.  155 
Todenham,  Sir  Thomas,  notice  of,  i.  58 ;  inquiries 

after  certain  obligations  of  to  the  convent  of 

Norwich,  i.  161 
Token,  instance  of  the   custom   of  using,    ii.   51 ; 

notice  of  the  custom  of  using  a  token  as  a  se- 
curity, ii.  61 

Tokens  used  as  a  security  in  depositing  articles,  i.  82 
Tombstone  for  Sir  John  Paston,  notice  respecting,  ii. 

13b 

Tournay  at  Eltham,  notice  of  the,  ii.  21 
Towton,  notice  of  the  battle  of,  i.  127 ;  list  of  persons 

slain  at,  i.  128 

Transcription,  charges  for,  ii.  15 
Travelling,  usual  method  of,  i.  xiv 
Treacle  used  as  a  medicine,  i.  30 

of  Genoa,  price  of,  ii.  133 

Treasons,  bill  of,  presented  to  parliament  against  the 

Bishop  of  Norwich  and  others,  i.  Io9 
Truce  at  Caister,  notice  of,  ii.  31 
Trnnch,  corn  at,  taken  for  rent  to  Gimmingham,  i.  7 
Tumults,  anticipation  of,  ii.  77 
Tuustall,  Sir  Richard,  and  Byllingham,  beheaded, 

i.  166 

,   Sir    William,    taken    prisoner    in    Barn- 
borough  Castle,  i.  165 
Turkish  dwarf,  notice  of  a,  ii.  46 

UNOUENTUM  album,  notice  of,  i.  122 

VALENTINES,  custom  of  choosing,  ii.  104,  105 
Venison,  present  of,  from  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Sir  J. 

Fastolf,  i.  92 
Verses,  specimen  of,  i.  155 
Victualling  and  command    of   ships,  conversation 

respecting  the,  i.  Ib9,  170 

WAOKS  to  soldiers,  order  for  payment  of,  ii.  55 
Wales  yielded  to  the  king,  i.  146 

,  state  of  affairs  in,  i.  178 

Wa'.singham,  pilgrimage  to  our  Ltfdy  of,  i.  4,  10; 

pilgrimage  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to,  i.  93; 

pilgrimage  of  Edward  IV.  and  his  queen  to,  ii. 

27  ;  pilgrimage  of  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk  to,  ii. 

55;    pilgrimage  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 

Norfolk   to,  ii.  63;  pilgrimage  of  the  Duke  of 

Buckingham  to,  ii.  128 
Ward,  strange  treatment  of  a,  i.  51 
Wardship  of  a  minor,  sum  named  for  procurin"  of 

the,  133 
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Warlike  stuffs,  caution  to  be  sparing  of  at  Caister,  ii. 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  his  articles  for  the  government  of 
Henry  VI.,  i.  xx 

means  used  by,  to  raise  money,  i. 

6.^ ;  dispute  of  the,  with  Lord  Cromwell  as  to" the 
causer*  of  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's,  i.  64 ;  and  his 
party, prayerfor.i.  Ill;  depaitureof,forScolland, 
with  20,000  men,  i.  165;  receives  in  embassy  the 
queen  of  Scots,  i.  170 ;  death  of  ii.  60 

Wax-lights  at  H  funeral,  hi»h  charge  for,  ii.  63 

Welles,  Lord,  violent  proceedings  of  against  a  servant 
of  William  Tailboys,  i.  77 

Wenyngtou,  Robert,  his  account  of  a  naval  engage- 
ment, i.  119 

Wheat,  price  of,  ii.  91,93 

Wight,  a  fleet  of  captured  ships  brought  into  the 
Isle  of,  i.  119 

Will,  caution  necessary  in  administering  to  a,  ii.  4- 
long  interval  before  the  administration  to  a,  ii. 
63 ;  suggestions  to  Margaret  Paston  as  to  her 
will,  ii.  140 

Williamson,  Sir  Robert,  complaint  of  at  being  sued 
for  tlie  rescue  of  a  person  arrested  during  ma~s, 
i.  12 

Wiltshire,  Earl  of,  taken  prisoner, i.  128;  execution 
of,  i.  1^9 

,  insurrection  in,  i.  24 

Wine,  large  provision  to  be  made  against  the  King's 
progress  through  Norfolk,  ii.  85 

Wingfield  church,  monuments  at,  to  the  De  la  Poles, 
i.  19  ;  notice  of  the  monuments  to  the  Dukes  of 
Suffolk  at,  ii.  125 

Winglield,  Sir  Robert,  contrivance  of,  to  avoid  pay- 
ing a  legal  debt,  i.  3 

Winteitou,  account  of  a  wreck  at,  ii-  llH 


Witnesses,  characters  of  two,  ii.  4 
Wood  and  hay  cheapest  i,,  July,  i.  134 

,  estimated  value  of,  ii.  68 

sales,  frequency  of  in  Norfolk,  ii.  66 

Wooings  of  J.  Paston — to  Elizabeth  Eberton,  ii.  86  ; 
widow  at  Blackfriars,  id. ;  Lady  Waferave,  ii. 
87,  88;  Stocton's  daughter,  ii".  h*  ;  Mi^tnss 
Fit/waiter,  ii.  100;  Anonymous,  ii.  101  ;  Mar- 
gery Brews,  ii.  102  et  seq.  i  Mistress  Builey,  it. 
107 

Wool,  price  of,  i.  185 
Worcester,  Tiptoft  Earl  of,  tol>e  executed,  ii.  53 

,  William,  com  plaint  of  the  smartness  of 

his  wages,  i.  91 

Worsted  in  Norfolk,  notice  of,  i.  155 
Wreck,  right  of,  notice  of  a  claim  of,  ii.  118 
Writing-box  of  cypress,  notice  of,  ii.  86 
Writings,  caution    respecting  the  preservation   of, 

ii.  3  :  ii.  62 

Wymondham,  J.,  invitation  of  to  Margaret  Paston 
to  reside  with  him  on  account  of  sickness  in  her 
house,  i.  194 

YARMOUTH  and  Cromer,  insecurity  of,  i.  16 
to  be  provided  against  a  hostile  attack, 

i.86 

Year-day,  notice  of,  ii.  8 
Yeherton,  William,  judge  in  Kina's  Bench,   notice 

of,  i.   10 ;  solicits  the  goou  offices  of  Sir  John 

Fastolf  with  the  court,  i-  12;    reproof  by,  of 

Judge  Priset,  i.  28 

Yeoman  of  the  ewry,  notice  of,  i.  108 
York,  petition  of  Richard  Duke  of,  i.  32;  Duke  of, 

and  other  lords,  copy  of  a  letter  from  to  King 

Henry  VI. ,'i.  43;  marriage  of  the  young  Duke 

of,  to"  AnneMowbray,  ii.  120 


I/.nd«>n  :    I'l 


(XoWM  and  ><•>.*.  Stamford  Stieet. 


a  Select  Catalogue  of 
NEW  BOOKS   AT  REDUCED   PRICES, 

PUBLISHED   OR  SOLD   BV 

HENRY    G.    BOHN, 

YORK  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON. 


THK    COMPLETE    CATALOGUE    OF    NEW  BOOKS   AND   REMAINDERS,  IN    100    PAGES,    MAY  BE 
HAD   GRATIS. 

%*  All  the  Books  advertised  in  the  present  Catalogue  are  neatly  boarded  in  cloth, 
or  bound. 


FINE  ARTS,  ARCHITECTURE,  SCULPTURE,  PAINTING,  HERALDRY 
ANTIQUITIES,  TOPOGRAPHY,  SPORTING,  PICTORIAL  AND  HIGHLY 
ILLUSTRATED  WORKS,  ETC.  ETC. 

ANGLER'S  SOUVENIR. 

Fcap.  8vo,  embellished  with  upwards  of  60  beautiful  Engravings  on  Steel  by  BBCKWITH  and 
Tor  HAM,  and  hundreds  of  engraved  Borders,  every  page  being  surrounded,  (pub.  at  18*.),  cloth, 
gilt,  9«.  Tilt,  1835 

ARTIST'S  BOOK  OF  FABLES, 
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BOOK  OF  RAPHAEL'S  CARTOONS,  BY  CATTERMOLE. 

Svo.  With  an  exquisite  Portrait  of  Raphael,  a  View  of  Hampton  Court,  and  sewn  very  highly 
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A  Series  of  Landscape  Illustrations  of  the  most  interesting  localities  of  Shakspeare's  Dramas; 
with  Historical  and  Descriptive  Accounts,  by  WASHIHGTON  IRVING,  JRSSB,  WT.  HOWITT, 
WORDSWORTH,  INGLIS,  and  others.  Svo,  with  45  hizhly-finished  Steel  Engravings,  (pub.  at 
II.  11s.  6d.),  gilt  cloth,  14s.  1845 

BROCKEDON'S  PASSES  OF  THE  ALPS. 

2  vols.  medium  4to.  Containing  109  beautiful  Engravings.  (P*b.  at  lOf.  10s.  in  boards,)  half-bound 
morocco,  gilt  edges,  3*.  13*.  &£  )  182U 


CATALOGUE   OF  NEW   BOOKS 


BRITTON'S  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH  OF  LINCOLN, 

4to,  16  fine  Platei  by  Lx  KKUX,  (pub.  at  31.  3*.),  cloth,  II.  5*.  Royal  4to..  Larzr  Paper,  rloth. 
II.  11».  W. 

This  volume  was  published  to  complete  Mr.  Britten's  Cathedrals,  and  is  wanting  in  most  of  the 
setj. 

BULWER'S  PILGRIMS  OF  THE  RHINE. 

Svo.  Embellished  with  2?  exquisite  Line  Engravings  after  David  Roberts,  Maclise,  and  Parris 
(pub.  at  ll.  lit.  M.),  cloth,  gilt,  149. 

CARTER'S  ANCIENT  ARCHITECTURE  OF  ENGLAND. 

Illustrated  by  KB  large  Copper-plate  Engravings,  comprising  upwards  of  Two  Thousand  Spe- 
cimens. Edited  by  JOHN  BKITTOH,  ESQ.  Royal  folio  (pub.  at  121.  12*.),  half-bound  morocco, 
41. 4i.  1S17 

CARTER'S    ANCIENT    SCULPTURE    AND   PAINTING    NOW   REMAINING 

IN  ENGLAND,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  \Vith  Historical  and 
Critical  Illustrations  by  DOUCB,  GOUGH,  MKYBICK,  DAWSOK  TURNKB,  and  BRITTON.  Royal 
folio,  with  120  large  Engravings,  many  of  which  are  beautifully  coloured,  and  several  illuminated 
with  gold  (pub.  at  lot.  la*.),  half-bound  morocco,  8*.  St.  1838 

CARTER'S  GOTHIC  ARCHITECTURE, 

And  Ancient  Buildings  in  England,  with  130  Views,  etched  by  himself  4  vols.  square  12mo.,  (pub. 
at  21.  2*.),  half  morocco,  18*. 

CHAMBERLAINE'S  IMITATIONS  OF  DRAWINGS 

From  the  Great  Masters,  in  the  Royal  Collection,  engraved  by  BABTOLOISI  and  others,  impl. 
foL,  70  Plates,  (pub.  at  121.  12*.),  half  bound  morocco,  gilt  edges,  51.  in. 

CLAUDE'S  LIBER  VERITATIS. 

A  Collection  of  300  Engravings  in  imitation  of  the  original  Drawings  of  CLAUDS,  by  EABLOM. 
3  vols.  folio  (pub.  at  311.  1  to.),  half-bound  morocco,  gilt  edges,  101.  10*. 

COESVELT'S  PICTURE  GALLERY. 

With  an  Introduction  by  MAS.  JAMESON.  Royal  4to,  90  Plates  beautifully  engraved  in  outline. 
India  Proofs  (pub.  at  51.  as.),  half-bound  morocco  extra,  31.  3*.  1836 

COOKE'S  SHIPPING  AND  CRAFT. 

A  Series  of  65  brilliant  Etchings,  comprising  Picturesque,  but  at  the  same  time  extremely 
accurate  Representations.  Royal  4to  (pub.  at  31.  13«.  fid.),  gilt  cloth,  12.  11*.  6d. 

COOKE'S  PICTURESQUE  SCENERY  OF  LONDON  AND  ITS  VICINITY. 

50  beautiful  Etchings  after  Drawings  by  CALCOTT,  STANFIEI.D,  PBOUT,  ROBBBTS,  UARUI.XS, 
STARK,  and  COTUAN.  Royal  4to.  Proofs  (pub.  at  51.),  gilt  cloth,  21.  -2*. 

CONEY'S    FOREIGN   CATHEDRALS.    HOTELS    DE  VILLE,   TOWN    HALLS, 

AND  OTHER  REMARKABLE  BUILDINGS  IN  FRANCE,  HOLLAND,  GERMANY,  AM) 
ITALY.  32  fine  large  Plates.  Imperial  folio  (pub.  at  10/.  Hi*.),  half  morocco,  gilt  edge*,  31,  13*.  <W. 

CORNWALL,  AN  ILLUSTRATED  ITINERARY  OF  ; 

Including  Historical  and  Descriptive  Accounts.  Imperial  Svo,  illustrated  by  118  beautiful  En- 
gravings on  Steel  and  Wood,  by  LANDKLLS,  IlixcucLirrE,  JACKSON,  WILLIAMS,  SLT,  ic.,  after 
Drawings  by  CBBSWICK.  (Pub.  at  16».),  half  morocco,  8*.  1842 

Cornwall  is  undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  County  in  England. 
CORONATION  OF  GEORGE  THE  FOURTH, 

By  SIB  GEOBOB  NATLKB,  in  a  Series  of  above  40  magnificent  Paintings  of  the  Processing 
Ceremonial,  and  Banquet,  comprehending  faithful  portraits  of  many  of  tbe  distinguished  Indivi- 
duals who  were  present ;  with  historical  and  descriptive  letter-press,  atlas  folio,  (pub.  at  521,  10*.) 
half-bound  morocco,  gilt  edges,  121.  12*. 

COTMAN'S  SEPULCHRAL  BRASSES  IN  NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK, 

Tending  to  illustrate  the  Ecclesiastical,  Military,  and  Civil  Costume  of  former  ages,  with  Letter 
press  Descriptions,  &C.,  by  DAWSON  TUBKEB,  Sir  S.  MKTUICK,  Ac.,  17:1  I'lstes,  the  ena-uellrd 
Braises  are  spleudidly  illuminated,  2  vole.  impL  4to  half-bound  morocco,  gilt  edges,  6/.  6*.        l-v.1- 
The  same,  large  paper,  imperial  folio,  half  morocco,  gilt  edges,  8J.  S«. 

COTMAN'S  ETCHINGS  OF  ARCHITECTURAL  REMAINS 

In  various  Counties  in  England,  with  Letter-press  Description*  oy  RIOM AK.  2  vols.  imperial 
folio,  containing  240  highly  spirited  Etchings,  (pub.  at  •.'•!/.),  half  morocco,  81. 8*. 

DANIELL'S  ORIENTAL  SCENERY  AND  ANTIQUITIES, 

The  original  magnificent  edition,  150  splendid  coloured  Views  on  the  largest  scule,  of  the  Arr'n 
lecture,  Antiquities,  and  Landscape  Scenery  of  llindoostan,  0  vols.  in  3,  elephant  folio,  (pub.  M 
210/.), elegantly  balf-bound  morocco,  522.  ID*. 

DANIELL'S  ORIENTAL  SCENERY, 

Cvols.  in  3,  small  folio,  150  Plates,  (pub. at  181.  IS*.),  half-bound  m»rocro.  61.  to. 
Inn  u  reduced  trurn  the  ^receding  large  work,  and  is  uncoioured. 


PUBLISHED   OR   SOLD  BY   H.  G.  BOI1N. 


DANIELL'S  ANIMATED  NATURE, 

Being  Picturesque  Delineations  of  the  most  interesting  Subjects  from  all  Branches  of  Natural 
History,  125  Engravings,  with  Letter-press  Descriptions,  2  vols.  small  folio,  (pub.  at  151.  las.), 
half  morocco,  (uniform  with  the  Oriental  Scenery),  32.  3*. 

DON  QUIXOTE,  PICTORIAL  EDITION. 

Translated  by  JARVIS,  carefully  revised.  With  a  copious  original  Memoir  of  Cervantes.  Illus- 
trated by  upwards  of  820  beautiful  Wood  Engravings,  after  the  celebrated  Designs  of  Tout 
JOHANNOT,  including  16  new  and  K»autiful  large  Cuts,  by  ARMSTRONG,  now  first  added.  2  vols. 
royal  8vo,  (pub.  at  21. 10s.),  cloth  gilt,  12.  8s.  1843 

EGYPT    AND    THE    PYRAMIDS— COL.  VYSE'S    GREAT   WORK    ON    THE 

PYRAMIDS  OF  GIZEH.  With  an  Appendix,  by  J.  S.  PERKING,  ESQ.,  on  the  Pyramids  at 
Abou  Roash,  the  Fayoum,  &c.  &c  3  vols.  imperial  8vo,  with  125  Plates,  lithographed  by  HAGHK, 
(pub.  at  4l.4s.),  cloth,  22.2s.  1840-2 

EGYPT.— PERRING'S   FIFTY-EIGHT  LARGE  VIEWS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS 

OF  THE  PYRAMIDS  OF  GIZEH,  ABOU  ROASH,  &c.  Drawn  from  actual  Survey  and 
Admeasurement.  With  Notes  and  References  to  Col.  Vyse's  great  Work,  also  to  Denon,  the 
great  French  Work  on  Egypt,  Rosellini,  Belzoni,  Burckhardt,  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson,  Lane,  and 
others.  3  Parts,  elephant  folio,  the  size  of  the  great  French  "Egypte,"  (pub.  at  152.15s.),  in 
printed  wrappers,  31.  3*. ;  half-bound  morocco,  41. 14s.  6d.  1842 

FLAXMAN'S  HOMER. 

Seventy-five  beautiful  Compositions  to  the  TLIAD  and  ODTSSKT,  engraved  under  FLAXMAW'S 
inspection,  by  PIROLI,  MOSBS,  and  BLAKE.  2  vols.  oblong  folio  (pub.  at  52.  5«.),  bds.,  22.  2s.  1805 

FLAXMAN'S  >ESCHYLUS, 

Thirty-six  beautiful  Compositions  from.  Oblong  folio  (pub.  at  22. 12s.  6<J.),  bds.,  12.  Is.  IS31 

FLAXMAN'S  HESIOD. 

Thirty-seven  beautiful  Compositions  from.   Oblong  folio  (pub.  at  22. 12s.  6d.),  bds.,  12. 5s.         1817 
"  Flaxman's  unequalled  Compositions  from  Homer,  ^Eschylus,  and  Hesiod,  have  long  been  the 
admiration  of  Europe:  of  their  simplicity  and  beauty  the  pen  is  quite  incapable  of  conveying  an 
adequate  impression.  — Sir  Thomas  Lawrence. 

FLAXMAN'S  ACTS  OF  MERCY. 

A  Series  of  Eight  Compositions,  in  the  manner  of  Ancient  Sculpture,  engraved  in  imitation  of  the 
original  Drawings,  by  F.  C.  LEWIS.  Oblong  folio  (pub.  at  22.  2s.),  half-bound  morocco,  16s.  1831 

CELL  AND  CANDY'S  POMPEIANA  ; 

Or,  the  Topography,  Edifices,  and  Ornaments  of  Pompeii.  Original  Series,  containing  the  Result 
of  the  Excavations  previous  to  1819.  2  vols.  royal  8vo,  best  edition,  with  upwards  of  100  beautiful 
Line  Engravings  by  GOODALL,  COOKE,  HEATH,  PYE,  &c.,  (pub.  at.  72.  4s.),  boards,  32.3s.  1834 

GOETHE'S  FAUST,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  RETZSCH. 

In  26  beautiful  Outlines.    Royal  4to  (pub.  at  12.  Is.),  gilt  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

This  edition  contains  a  translation  of  the  original  poem,  with  historical  and  descriptive  notes 

GOODWIN'S  DOMESTIC  ARCHITECTURE. 

A  Series  of  New  Designs  for  Mansions,  Villas,  Rectory-Howies,  Parsonage-Houses;  Bailiff's 
Gardener's,  Gamekeeper's,  and  Park-Gate  Lodges ;  Cottages  and  other  Residences,  in  the  Grecian 
Italian,  and  Old  English  Style  of  Architecture:  with  Estimates.  2  vols.  royal  4to,  96  Plates 
(pub.  at  52.  5«.),  cloth,  22. 12s.  6d. 

CRINDLAY'S    (CAPT.)    VIEWS    IN     INDIA,    SCENERY,    COSTUME,    AND 

ARCHITECTURE:  chiefly  oa  the  Western  Side  of  India.  Atlas  4to.  Consisting  of  36  most 
beautifully  coloured  Plates,  highly -finished,  in  imitation  of  Drawings ;  with  Descriptive  Letter- 
press.  (Pub.  at  122.  12s.),  half-bound  morocco,  gilt  edges,  82.  8s.  1830 

<This  is  perhaps  the  most  exquisitely-coloured  volume  of  landscapes  ever  produced. 

HANSARD'S  ILLUSTRATED  BOOK  OF  ARCHERY. 

Being  the  complete  History  and  Practice  of  the  Art;  interspersed  with  numerous  Anecdotes; 
forming  a  complete  Manual  for  the  Bowman.  8vo.  Illustrated  by  39  beautiful  Line  Engravings, 
exquisitely  finished,  by  ENGLEHEART,  PORTBDBY,  &c.,  after  Designs  by  STEPHAMOPF,  (pub.  at 
12.  11s.  6(2.),  gilt  cloth,  10s.  Gd. 

HEATH'S  CARICATURE  SCRAP  BOOK, 

On  60  Sheets,  containing  upwards  of  1000  Comic  Subjects  after  SEYMOUR,  CRUIKSHANK,  PHIZ, 
and  other  eminent  Caricaturists,  oblong  folio,  (pub.  at  22.  2s.),  cloth,  gilt,  15*. 

This  clever  and  entertaining  volume  is  now  enlarged  by  ten  additional  sheets,  each  containing 
numerous  subjects.  It  includes  the  whole  of  Heath's  Omnium  Gatherum,  both  Series ;  Illustra- 
tions of  Demonology  and  Witchcraft ;  Old  Ways  and  New  Ways;  Nautical  Dictionary  ;  Scene" 
in  London ;  Sayiugs  and  Doings,  &c. ;  a  series  of  humorous  illustrations  of  Proverbs,  &c.  As  8 
large  and  almost  infinite  storehouse  of  humour  it  stands  alone.  To  the  young  artist  it  would  be 
found  a  most  valuable  collection  of  studies ;  and  to  the  family  circle  a  constant  source  of  unex- 
ceptionable amusement. 


CATALOGUE   OF   NEW  BOOKS 


HOGARTH'S  WORKS  ENGRAVED  BY  HIMSELF. 


153  fine  Plates  (including  the  two  well-known  "suppressed  Plates"),  with  elaborate  Lctter-pr 
Descriptions,  by  J.  NICHOLS.    Atlas  folio  (pub.  at  50J.),  half-bound  morocco,  gilt  back  and  ed 


,         .      CHOLS.         as  oo    pu.  a        .,    a-oun    morocco,  gt    ac    an    eges, 
with  a  secret  pocket  for  suppressed  plates,  7/.  /«.  1322 

HOLBEIN'S  COURT  OF  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH. 

A  Series  of  SO  exquisitely  beautiful  Portraits,  engraved  by  BABTOI.OZZI,  COOPEB,  and  other*,  in 

imitation  of  the  original  Drawings  preserved  in  the  Royal  Collection  at  Windsor;  with  Historical 
D  LOUGH,  ESQ.  Published  by  JOHN  CHAMBEBLAINE 
morocco,  full  gilt  back  and  edges,  of.  I5«.  6d.  lsi'2 


sor; 

and  Biographical  Letter-press  by  EDMUXD  LOUGH,  ESQ.    Published  by  JOHN  CHAMBEBLA 
Imperial  4to  (pub.  at  Val.  lag.),  half-bound  morocco,  full  gilt  back  and  edges,  of.  I5« 


HOFLAND'S  BRITISH  ANGLER'S  MANUAL:  Edited  by  EDWARD  JESSB,  Esq.  ; 

Or,  the  Art  of  Angling  in  England,  Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland;  including  a  Piscatorial  Account 
of  the  principal  Rivers.  Lakes,  and  Trout  Streams;  with  Instructions  iu  Fly  Kisuinjc,  Trolling, 
and  Angling  of  every  Descr  ption.  With  upwards  of  80  exquisite  Plates,  many  of  which  are 
highly-tinisued  Landscapes  engraved  on  Steel,  the  remainder  beautifully  engraved  on  Wood, 
8vo.  elegant,  in  gilt  cloth,  12«.  1848 

HOPE'S  COSTUME  OF  THE  ANCIENTS. 

Illustrated  in  upwards  of  320  beautifully-engraved  Plates,  containing  Representation*  of  Egyptian. 

Greek,  and  Roman  Habits  and  Dresses.    2  vols.  royal  Svo,  Mew  Edition,  with  nearly  30  additional 

Plates,  boards,  reduced  to  'il.  5«.  1  M  1 

HOWARD  (FRANK)  ON  COLOUR, 

As  a  MEANS  of  ABT,  being  an  adaptation  of  the  Experience  of  Professors  to  the  Practice  of 

Amateurs,  illustrated  by  18  coloured  Plates,  post  8vp,  cloth  gilt,  8«. 
In  this  able  volume  are  shown  the  ground  colours  in  which  the  most  celebrated  painter- 

It  is  very  valuable  to  the  connoisseur,  as  well  as  the  student,  in   painting  and  water-colour 

drawing. 
HUNT'S  EXAMPLES  OF  TUDOR  ARCHITECTURE  ADAPTED  TO  MODERN 

HABITATIONS.    Royal  4to,  37  Plates,  (pub.  at  2/.  2».),  half  inororco,  \l.  4«. 

HUNT'S  DESIGNS  FOR  PARSONAGE-HOUSES,  ALMS-HOUSES,  ETC. 

Royal  4to,  21  Plates,  (pub.  at  11.  It.),  half  morocco,  14«. 

HUNT'S  DESIGNS  FOR  GATE  LODGES,  GAMEKEEPERS'  COTTAGES,  ETC. 

Royal  4to,  13  Plates,  (pub.  at  If.  !».),  half  morocco,  14».  1841 

HUNT'S  ARCHITETTURA  CAMPESTRE; 

OR,  DESIGNS  FOR  LODGES,  GARDENERS'  HOUSES,  &c.,  IN  THE  ITALIAN  STYLE. 
12  Plates,  royal  4to,  (pub.  at  It.  I*.),  half  morocco,  14«. 

ILLUSTRATED  FLY-FISHER'S  TEXT  BOOK. 

A  Complete  Guide  to  the  Science  of  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.  By  TnEOFini.rs  SOUTH,  G«ST. 
(En.  CHITTT,  BABUISTER).  With  23  beautiful  Engravings  on  Steel,  after  Paintings  by  COOPER, 
NEWTON,  FIELDING,  LEE,  and  others.  8vo,1pub.  at  I/.  11«.  &/.),  cloth  gilt,  10*.  W.  is  15 

ITALIAN  SCHOOL  OF  DESIGN. 

Consisting  of  100  Plates,  chiefly  engraved  by  BARTOLOKZI,  after  the  original  Picture?  and  Drawings 
Of  GUBBCINO,  MICHAEL  ANGKI.O,  DOMKHICHIKO,  ANXIRAI.K,  Li'ixivu-n,  and  AGOUTI  xo  CA- 
IIACCI,  PIKTBO  DA  CoBTONA,  CABLO  M  ABATTi,  and  others,  in  the  Collection  of  Her  Majesty. 
Imperial  4to,  (pub.  at  \0l.  1C*.),  half  morocco,  gilt  edges,  31.  3«. 

KNIGHT'S  (HENRY  CALLY)  ECCLESIASTICAL  ARCHITECTURE  OF  ITALY, 

FROM   THE   TIME    OF   COXSTAXTIXE   TO   THE    FIT,  .I'ltY.    With   an 

Introduction  and  Text.  Imperial  folio.  First  Series,  containing  40  bpnutiful  and  highly  inte- 
resting Views  of  Ecclesiastical  Buildings  in  Italy,  several  of  which  are  expensively  illuminated  in 
gold  and  colours,  half-bound  morocco,  S>1.  5«. 

Second  and  Concluding  Series,  containing  41  beautiful  and  liighlv-intcresting  Views  <>• 
astical  Buildings  in  Italy,  arranged  in  Chronological  Order;  with  Descriptive  Letter-press.    Im- 
perial folio,  half-bound  morocco,  &.  5«. 

KNIGHT'S  (HENRY  CALLYi  SARACENIC  AND  NORMAN  REMAINS. 

To  Illustrate  the  Normans  in  Sicily.  Imp.  folio.  :«>  lurirc  KILTUVJIICT,  consisting  of  Pietinrwjiic 
Views,  Architectural  Remains,  Interiors  and  Exteriors  of  Buildings,  with  descriptive  Letter 
Press,  (pub.  at  a/.  5i.)  hail  morocco,  3/.  13«.6rf. 

The  same,  the  So  Plates  Coloun-d  like  Drawings,  half-bound  morocco,  87.  8fc  1846 

But  very  few  copies  arc  now  first  executed  in  this  expensive  manner. 

KNIGHT'S  PICTORIAL  LONDON. 

6  vols.  bound  in  :t  thick  handsome  vols.  imperial  Svo.,  illustrated  by  6iO  Wood  Engravings,  (pub. 

M  M.  :$«.),  cloth  gilt,  R  is».  1841-44 

LONDON.-WILKINSON'S  LONDINA  ILLUSTRATA; 

OR,  GUAPIIK;  AMI  iiisroiin  \i,  ii.i.rs'iHATioNM.f  n,r 

Arclutcctiiriil  Monnmenti  of  tb  l.»  of  Ixmdon  ni 

ChurciicK.  Charitable  Foundation*,  Palaces,  Hall*,  Court-,  I- 

mPTiH,  Theatres,  And  Ol.l   Houne*.    2  vols.  iinpl.  Ito,  roiitaininif  Co?  Oopper-pUte  Knirravinr*. 

with  Historical  and  Descriptive  Letter-press,  (pub.  at  26/.  at.),  half-bound  morocco,  SI. 


PUBLISHED   OR  SOLD   BY   H.  G.  BOHN. 


LYSONS'  ENVIRONS  OF  LONDON  ; 

Being  an  Historical  Account  of  the  Towns,  Villages  and  Hamlets  in  thp  Counties  of  Surrey, 
Kent,  Essex,  Herts,  and  Middlesex.  5  vols.  4to,  Plates,  (pub.  at  llli.  10s.),  cloth.  2i.  10*. 
The  same,  large  paper,  5  vols.  royal  4to.,  (pub.  at  lal.  las.),  cloth,  '61.  'As. 

MARTIN'S  CIVIL  COSTUME  OF  ENGLAND, 

from  the  Conquest  to  the  Present  Period,  from  Tapestry,  MSS.,  &c.  ttoyal  4to,  61  Plates,  beau- 
tifully Illuminated  in  Gold  and  Colours,  cloth,  silt,  21. 12s.  6d.  1842 

MEYRICK'S  PAINTED  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  ANCIENT  ARMS  AND  AR- 
MOUR, a  Critical  Inquiry  into  Ancient  Armour  as  it  existed  in  Europe,  but  particularly  in  Eng- 
land, from  the  Norman  Conquest  to  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.,  with  a  Glossary,  &c.  by  SIR  SAMUEL 
RUSH  MEYBICK,  LL.D.,  F.S.A.,  £c.,  new  and  greatly  improved  Edition,  corrected  and  enlarged 
throughout  by  the  Author  himself,  with  the  assistance  of  Literary  and  Antiquarian  l<nends, 
(ALBERT  WAY,  &c.'  3  vols.  imperial  4tc,  illustrated  by  more  than  100  Plates,  splendidly  illumi- 
nated, mostly  in  gold  and  silver,  ex!>!i>iiing  some  of  the  finest  Specimens  existing  in  England; 
also  a  new  Plate  of  the  Tournament  oi  Locks  and  Keys,  (pub.  at  211.),  half-bound  morocco,  gilt 
edges,  Wl.  10s. 

Sir  WALTER  SCOTT  justly  describes  this  collection  as  "THE  INCOMPARABLE  ARMOUBY.  — 
Edinburgh  Review. 

MILLINCEN'S  ANCIENT  UNEDITED  MONUMENTS; 

Comprising  Painted  Greek  Vases,  Statues,  Busts,  Bas- Reliefs,  and  other  Remains  of  Grecian 
Art.  62  large  and  beautiful  Engravings,  mostly  coloured,  with  Letter-press  Descriptions,  impe- 
rial 4to,  (pub.  at  9Z.  Us.),  half  morocco,  41. 14s.  6rf. 

MOSES'  ANTIQUE  VASES,  CANDELABRA,  LAMPS,  TRIPODS,  PATER/E,. 
Tazzas,  Tombs,  Mausoleums,  Sepulchral  Chambers,  Cinerary  Urns,  Sarcophagi,  Cippi;  ani 
other  Ornaments,  170  Plates,  several  of  which  are  coloured,  with  Letter-press,  by  HOPE,  small 
8vo.,  (pub.  at  31.  3s.),  cloth,  11.  as.  1814 

MURPHY'S  ARABIAN  ANTIQUITIES  OF  SPAIN  ; 

Representing,  in  100  very  highly  finished  line  Engravings,  by  LK  KEUX,  PINDEN,  LANDSEER, 
G.  COOKB,  S.C.,  the  most  remarkable  Remains  of  the  Architecture,  Sculpture,  Paintings,  and 
Mosaics  of  the  Spanish  Arabs,  now  existing  in  the  Peninsula,  including  the  magnificent  Palace 
of  Alhambra;  the  celebrated  Mosque  and  Bridge  at  Cordova ;  the  Royal  Villa  of  Generaliffe ;  and 
the  Casa  de  Carbon  :  accompanied  by  Letter- press  Descriptions,  in  1  vol.  atlas  folio,  original  and 
brilliant  impressions  of  the  Plates,  (pub.  at  42].),  half  morocco,  121. 12s.  1813 

MURPHY'S  ANCIENT  CHURCH  OF  BATALHA,  IN  PORTUGAL, 

Plans,  Elevations,  Sections,  and  Views  of  the;  with  its  History  and  Description,  and  an  Intro- 
ductory Discourse  on  GOTHIC  ARCHITECTURE,  imperial  folio,  27  fine  Copper  Plates,  en- 
graved by  LOWRY,  (pub.  at  61.  6s.),  half  morocco,  21.  8s.  1795 

NICOLAS'S  (SIR  HARRIS)  HISTORY  OF  THE  ORDERS   OF   KNIGHTHOOD 

OF  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE;  with  an  Account  of  the  Medals,  Crosses,  and  Clasps  which  have 
been  conferred  for  Naval  and  Military  Services;  together  with  a  History  of  the  Order  of  the 
Guelphs  of  Hanover.  4  vols.  imperial  4 to,  splendidly  printed  and  illustrated  by  numerous  fine 
Woodcuts  of  Badges,  Crosses,  Collars,  Stars,  Medals,  Ribbands,  Clasps,  &c.,  and  many  large  Plates, 
illuminated  in  gold  and  colours,  including  full-length  Portraits  of  Queen  Victoria,  Prince  Albert, 
the  King  of  Hanover,  and  the  Dukes  of  Cambridge  and  Sussex.  (Pub.  at  14Z.  14*.), cloth,  with 
morocco  backs,  al.  15s.  6d.  ***  Complete  to  1S47 

•  the  same,  with  the  Plates  richly  coloured  but  not  illuminated,  and  without  the  extra 


portraits,  4  vols.  royal  4to,  cloth,  'At.  13s.6rf. 

"Sir  Harris  Nicolas  has  produced  the  first  comprehensive  History  of  the  British  Orders  of 
Knighthood;  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  elaborately  prepared  and  splendidly  printed  works  that  ever 
issued  from  the  press.  The  Author  appears  to  us  to  have  neglected  no  sources  of  information,  anrf 
to  have  exhausted  them,  as  far  as  regards  the  general  scope  and  purpose  of  the  inquiry.  Tb/ 
Graphical  Illustrations  are  such  as  become  a  work  of  this  character  upon  such  a  subject;  at,  ft. 
course,  a  lavish  cost.  The  resources  of  the  recently  revived  art  of  wood-engraving  have  been 
combined  with  the  new  art  of  printing  in  colours,  so  as  to  produce  a  rich  effect,  almost  rivalling 
that  of  the  monastic  illuminations.  Such  a  book  is  sure  of  a  place  in  every  great  library.  It  con- 
tains matter  calculated  to  interest  extensive  classes  of  readers,  and  we  hope  by  our  specimen  to 
excite  their  curiosity." — Quarterly  Review. 

NICHOLSON'S  ARCHITECTURE;  ITS  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE. 

3  vols.Svo,  Fourth  Edition,  218  Plates  by  LOWRY,  (pub. at  3/.3s.),  cloth,  If.  16s. 

For  classical  Architecture  the  text  book  of  the  Profession,  the  most  useful  Guide  to  the  Student, 
and  the  best  Compendium  for  the  Amateur.  An  eminent  Architect  has  declared  it  to  be  "  not 
only  the  most  useful  book  of  the  kind  ever  published,  but  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  stu- 
dent." 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  PALESTINE,  THE  HOLY  LAND,  AND  THE  JEWS. 
By  JOBN  KITTO,  editor  of  the  Pictorial  Bible.  2  vols.  super  royal  8vo,  with  above  500  fine  Wood- 
cuts (pub.  at  11.  15s.),  cloth  Kilt,  11.  5s. 

A  work  which  no  family  should  be  without.  It  will  interest  the  child,  and  instruct  'he  philo- 
sopher. 


CATALOGUE  OF  NEW  BOOKS 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  GERMANY  DURING  THE  REIGN  OF  FREDERICK 

THE  GREAT;  including  a  complete  History  of  the  Seven  Yean'  War.  By  FVAHCII  KUGLBR. 
Illustrated  by  AJJOLPH  MSNZBL.  Iloyal  Svo  with  above  500  Woodcut*  (pub.  u  II  Kt  ),  cloth 
Kilt,  12..  184, 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 

from  the  establishment  of  the  Franks  in  Gaul  to  the  period  of  the  French  Revolution.  By  6.  M. 
BUSSRT  and  T.  GASPBT.  2  vols.  imperial  Svo,  illustrated  by  upwards  of  500  beautiful  Engraving* 
on  wood  (pub.  at  22.  Ifo.),  cloth  gilt,  II.  a*.  1343 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  NAPOLEON. 

By  G.  M.  BUSSET.  2  vols.  imperial  Svo,  illustrated  by  nearly  bOO  beautiful  Engravings  by  HORACE 
VBBSBT  (pub.  at  21.  2..),  gilt  cloth,  11.  li.  ftiauu,  1840 

PICTORIAL  GALLERY  OF  RACE-HORSES. 

Containing  Portraits  of  all  the  Winning  Horses  of  the  Derby,  Oaks,  and  St.  Lexer  Stakes  during 
the  last  Thirteen  Years;  and  a  History  of  the  principal  Operations  of  the  Turf.  By  WILDBAK* 
(Geo.  Tattersall,  Esq.).  Koyal  Svo,  containing  75  beautiful  Engravings  of  Horses,  after  Picture* 
by  COOFBR,  HERRING,  HANCOCK,  ALKHN,  &c.  Also,  full-length  characteristic  Portraits  of 
celebrated  living  Sportsmen  ("Cracks  of  the  Day")  by  SBTMOUR  (pub.  at  2J. 2*.),  s«f let  cloth, 
gilt,  18». 

PICTURESQUE  TOUR  OF  THE  RIVER  THAMES, 

in  its  Western  Course  ;  including  particular  Descriptions  of  Richmond,  Windsor,  and  Hamz-on 
Court.  ByJoiiN  FISHBR  MURRAY.  Illustrated  by  upwards  of  100  very  highly-finished  Wix< 
Engravings  by  ORRIN  SMITH,  BRANSTON,  LANUKI.LS,  LINTON,  aud  other  eminent  artuts;  to 
which  are  added  several  beautiful  Copper  and  Steel  Plate  Engravings  by  COOKB  and  others 
One  large  handsome  volume,  royal  Svo  (pub.  at  It.  at.),  gilt  cloth,  10».  M.  1845 

The  most  beautiful  volume  of  Topographical  Lignographs  ever  produced. 

PINELLI'S  ETCHINGS  OF  ITALIAN  MANNERS  AND  COSTUME, 

Including  his  Carnival,  Banditti,  &c.,  37  Plates,  imperial  4to.  half-bound  morocco,  15* 

Rente    1S40 

PRICE  (SIR  UVEDALE)  ON  THE  PICTURESQUE 

in  Scenery  and  Landscape  Gardening ;  with  an  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Taste,  and  much  additional 
matter.  By  Sir  THOMAS  DICK  LADDKR,  Bart.  Svo,  with  60  beautiful  Wood  Engraving  by 
MONTAGU  STANLEY  (pub.  at  12.  !».),  gilt  cloth,  12*.  1S42 

PUGIN'S  GLOSSARY  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  ORNAMENT  AND  COSTUME; 

setting  forth  the  Origin,  History,  and  Signification  of  the  various  Emblems,  Devices,  and  Symbol- 
ical Colours,  peculiar  to  Christian  Deswn  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Illustrated  by  nearly  SO  Plates, 
splendidly  printed  in  gold  and  colours.  Royal  4to,  half  morocco  extra,  top  edges  gin,  7/.  74 

PUCIN'S  ORNAMENTAL  TIMBER  CABLES, 

•elected  from  Ancient  Examples  in  England  and  Normandy.    Royal  4to,  30  Plates,  cloth,  I/. 1*. 

PUCIN'S  EXAMPLES  OF  GOTHIC  ARCHITECTURE, 

•elected  from  Ancient  Edifices  in  England ;  consisting  of  Plans,  Elevations,  Sections,  and  Part*  a 
large,  with  Historical  and  Descriptive  letter-press,  illustrated  by  226  Engravings  by  LB  Km  x. 
3  vols.  4to  (pub.  at  122.  12*.),  cloth,  ~,l.  17*.  6d.  183* 

PUCIN'S  GOTHIC  ORNAMENTS. 

90  fine  Plates,  drawn  on  Stone  by  J.  D.  HARDING  and  others.  Royal  4to,  half  morocco,  31.  3*.  18V 

RADCLIFFE'S  NOBLE  SCIENCE  OF  FOX-HUNTING, 

For  the  use  of  Sportsmen,  royal  Svo..  nearly  40  beautiful  Wood  Cuts  of  Bunting,  Hound*,  Arc., 
(pub.  at  II.  Si.),  cloth  gilt,  i0«.  od. 

REYNOLDS'  (SIR  JOSHUA)  GRAPHIC  WORKS. 

3(10  beautiful  Engravings  (comprising  nearly  400  subjects)  after  this  delightful  painter,  engraved 
on  Steel  by  S.  W.  Reynolds.  3  vols.  folio  (pub.  at  367.)  half  bound  morocco,  cilt  edges  \ll.  1U». 

REYNOLDS'  (SIR  JOSHUA)  LITERARY  WORKS. 

Comprising  his  Discourses,  delivered  at  the  Royal  Academy,  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Paint- 
Ing  ;  his  Journey  to  Flanders  and  Holland,  with  Criticisms  on  Pictures;  Du  Fresnoy**  Art  of 
Painting,  with  Notes.  To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Memoir  of  the  Author,  with  Remark*  illustrative 
of  his  Principle*  and  Practice,  by  BBBCBBX.  New  Edition.  2  vols.  fcap.  Svo,  with  Portrait  (pub. 
at  1S».),  gilt  cloth,  10*.  I*M 


ROBINSON'S  RURAL  ARCHITECTURE; 

Being  a  Series  of  Designs  for  Ornamental  Cottages,  tn  90  Plates,  with  Estimate*.    Fourth, greatly 
improved,  Edition.    Royal  4to  (pub.  at  4L  4».),  half  morocco. «.  fe. 

ROBINSON'S  NEW  SERIES  OF  ORNAMENTAL  COTTAGES  AND  VILLAS. 
b«  Platei  by  .'IAKDINO  and  ALJ.OM.    Royal  4to,  hair  morocco,  •-:  ^. 


PUBLISHED   OR  SOLD  BY   H.  G.  BOHN. 


A  Series  of  96  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS,  after  Designs  by  the  most  eminent  British  Artisto, 
including  Sinirke,  Stothard,  Stephanoff,  Cooper,  Westall,  Hilton,  Leslie,  Brings,  Corbould,  Clint, 
&c.,  beautifully  engraved  by  Heath,  Greatbach,  Robinson,  Pye,  Finden,  Euglehart,  Armstrong, 
Rolls,  and  others,  (pub.  at  81.  8s.),  in  a  case,  with  leather  back,  imperial  8vo.,  11.  1». 


in,  Stubbs,  Cooper,  and  Landseer,  accompanied  by  a  comprehensive  Description  by  the  Author 
he  "  British  Field  Sports,"  4to.,  with  37  large  Copper  Plates,  and  numerous  Wood  Cuts  by 
ett  and  others,  (pub.  at  2J.  12s.  6d.),  cloth  gilt,  11.  Is. 


ROBINSON'S  ORNAMENTAL  VILLAS. 

96  Plates  (pub.  at  41.  4*.),  half  morocco,  2J.  5s. 

ROBINSON'S  FARM  BUILDINGS. 

56  Plates  (pub.  at  2J.  2*.),  half  morocco,  11.  Us.  6d. 

ROBINSON'S  LODGES  AND  PARK  ENTRANCES. 

48  Plates  (pub.  at  "U.  '2s.),  half  morocco,  II.  lls.  Gd. 

ROBINSON'S  VILLAGE  ARCHITECTURE. 

Fourth  Edition,  with  additional  Plate.    41  Plates  (pub.  at  11.  16s.),  half  bound  uniform,  II.  4*. 

SHAKSPEARE  PORTFOLIO; 

ATIONS  afte  , 

,  Westall,  Hilton,  Leslie,  Brings,  Corbould,  Clint, 

,  ,  Robinson,  Pye,  Finden,  Eu 

ls,  and  others,  (pub.  at  81.  8s.),  in  a  case,  with  leather  back,  imperial  8vo., 

SHAW  AND  BRIDCENS'  DESIGNS  FOR  FURNITURE, 

With  Candelabra  and  interior  Decoration,  60  Plates,  royal  4to.,  (pub.at  31.  3s.,),  half-bound,  uncut. 

11.  lls.Gd.  1838 

The  same,  large  paper,  impl.  4to.,  the  Plates  coloured,  (pub.  at  61.  6s.),  half-bound,  uncut,  31.  3s, 

SHAW'S  LUTON  CHAPEL, 

Its  Architecture  and  Ornaments,  illustrated  in  a  series  of  20  highly  finished  Line  Engravings, 
imperial  folio,  (pub.  at  31.  St.),  half  morocco,  uncut,  11.  16*.  1830 

SMITH'S  (C.  J.)  HISTORICAL  AND  LITERARY  CURIOSITIES. 

Consisting  of  Fac-similes  of  interesting  Autographs,  Scenes  of  remarkable  Historical  Events  and 
interesting  Localities,  Engravings  of  Old  Houses,  Illuminated  and  Missal  Ornaments,  Antiquities, 
&c.  &c.  ;  containing  100  Plates,  some  illuminated,  with  occasional  letter-press.  In  1  volume  4to, 
half  morocco,  uncut,  reduced  to  31.  1840 

SPORTSMAN'S  REPOSITORY; 

Comprising  a  Series  of  highly  finished  Line  Engravings,  representing  the  Horse  and  the  Dog,  in 

all  their  varieties,  by  the  celeorated  engraver  JOHN  SCOTT,  from  original  paintings  by  Reinagle, 

Gilpi 

of  the 

Burnett  and  others,  (pub.  at  2J.  12s.  6d.),  cloth  gilt,  11. 

STOTHARD'S  MONUMENTAL  EFFIGIES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

147  beautifully  finished  Etchings,  all  of  which  are  more  or  less  tinted,  and  some  of  them  highly 
illuminated  in  gold  and  colours,  with  Historical  Descriptions  and  Introduction,  by  KBMPB.  Folio 
(pub.  at  19f.),  half  morocco,  81.  8s. 

STRUTT'S  SYLVA  BRITANNICA  ET  SCOTICA; 

Or,  Portraits  of  Forest  Trees  distinguished  for  their  Antiquity,  Magnitude,  or  Beauty,  comprising 
jO  very  large  and  highly-finished  painters'  Etchings,  imperial  folio  (pub.  at  9Z.  9s.),  half  morocco 
extra,  gilt  edges,  4*.  10s.  1826 

STRUTT'S  DRESSES  AND  HABITS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND, 

from  the  Establishment  of  the  Saxons  in  Britain  to  the  present  time;  with  an  Historical  and 
Critical  Inquiry  into  every  branch  of  Costume.  New  and  greatly  improved  Edition,  with  Critical 
and  Explanatory  Notes,  by  J.  R.  PLANCHE',  ESQ.,  F.S.A.  2  vols.  royal  4to,  153  Plates,  cloth,  4J.4*. 
The  Plates  coloured,  "Jl.  Is.  The  Plates  splendidly  illuminated  in  gold,  silver,  and  opaque  colours, 
in  the  Missal  style,  202.  1842 

STRUTT'S  REGAL  AND  ECCLESIASTICAL  ANTIQUITIES  OF  ENGLAND. 

Containing  the  most  authentic  Representations  of  all  the  English  Monarchs  from  Edward  the 
Confessor  to  Henry  the  Eighth;  together  with  many  of  the  Great  Personages  that  were  eminent 
under  their  several  Reigns.  New  and  greatly  improved  Edition,  by  J.  R.  PLANCHK',  ESQ.,  F.S.A. 
Royal  4to,  72  Plates,  cloth,  2Z.  2s.  The  Plates  coloured,  4i.  4s.  Splendidly  illuminated,  uniform 
with  the  Dresses,  121.  12s.  1842 

STUBBS'  ANATOMY  OF  THE  HORSE. 

24  Hue  large  Copper-plate  Engravings.  Imperial  folio  (pub.  at  4i.  4s.),  boards  leather  back, 
11.  lls.6d. 

The  original  edition  of  this  fine  old  work,  which  is  indispensable  to  artists.    It  has  long  beeu 
considered  rare. 

TAYLOR'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  FINE  ARTS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

2  vols.  post  8vo,  Woodcuts  (pub.  at  11.  Is.),  cloth,  ;«.  ed.  1841 

"The  best  view  of  the  state  of  modern  art."—  United  States  Gazette. 

TOD'S  ANNALS  AND  ANTIQUITIES  OF  RAJAST'HAN  ; 

OR,  THE  CENTRAL  AND  WESTERN  RAJPOOT  STATES  OF  INDIA,  (COMMONLY 
CALLED  RAJPOOTANA).  By  Lieut.-Colonel  J.  TOD,  many  years  resident  in  Rajpootana  at 
Political  Agent.  2  vols.  imperial  4to,  embellished  with  above  50  extremely  beautiful  line  Engrav- 
ings by  FINDKJX,  and  capital  large  folding  maps,  (pub.at  91.  9s.),  cloth,  61.  6s.  1829-32 


CATALOGUE   OP  NEW   BOOKS 


WALKER'S  ANALYSIS  OF  BEAUTY  IN  WOMAN. 

Preceded  by  a  critical  View  of  the  general  Hypotheses  respecting  Beauty,  by  LBONABDO  DA 

VlNCI,  MBNOS,  WlNCKBLMANN,  III' ME,  HOGARTH,   BuRKB,  KNIGHT,    ALJSOX,  and  Other*.     New 

Edition,  royal  8vo,  illustrated  by  22  beautiful  Mates,  after  drawings  from  life  by  U.  HOWARD, 
by  GACCI  and  LANB  (pub.  at  21.  2*.),  gilt  cloth,  IL  It.  1546 

WATTS'S  PSALMS  AND  HYMNS, 

ILLUSTRATED  EDITION,  complete,  with  indexes  of  "  Subject*,"  "  First  Linen,"  and  a  Table  of 
Scriptures,  8vo.,  printed  in  a  very  large  and  beautiful  type,  embellished  with  24  beautiful  Wooii 
Cuts  by  Martin,  Westall, and  others,  (pub.  at  H. !«.),  gilt  cloth,/*.  W. 

WHISTON'S  JOSEPHUS,  ILLUSTRATED  EDITION, 

Complete ;  containing  both  the  Antiquities  and  the  Wars  of  the  Jews.  2  vols.  Svo,  handsomely 
printed,  embellished  with  52  beautiful  Wood  Engravings,  by  various  Artists,  (pub.  at  l/.4».),  cloth 
boards,  elegantly  gilt,  14«.  1845 

WICHTWICK'S  PALACE  OF  ARCHITECTURE, 

A  Romance  of  Art  and  History.  Imperial  Svo,  with  211  Illustrations,  Steel  Plate*,  and  Wood- 
cuts,  (pub.  at  2/.  12*.  W.),  cloth,  II.  5*.  1840 

WILD'S  ARCHITECTURAL  GRANDEUR 

Uf  Belgium,  Germany,  and  France,  24  fine  Plates  by  LB  KBUX,  &c.  Imperial  4to  (pub.  at  1).  18*.), 
half  morocco,  II.  4*  IStf 

WILD'S  FOREIGN  CATHEDRALS, 

12  Plates,  coloured  and  mounted  like  Drawings,  in  a  handsome  portfolio  (pub.  at  12*.  12*.),  impe- 
rial folio,  bl.  b». 

WILLIAMS'  VIEWS  IN  GREECE, 

64  beautiful  Line  Engravings  by  MILLER,  HORSBUBGH,  and  others.  2  vols.  imperial  Svo,  (pub. 
at  61.  6*. ),  half  bound  morocco  extra,  gilt  edges,  2/.  12*.  6d.  ItCS 

WOOD'S    ARCHITECTURAL   ANTIQUITIES    AND    RUINS    OF    PALMYRA 

AND  BALBEC.  2  vols.  in  1,  imperial  folio,  containing  110  fine  Copper  plate  Engravings,  some 
very  large  and  folding,  (pub.at  ~tl. It.),  half  morocco,  uncut,  31. 13*.  6a.  I <7 


Natural  ffitstotg,  &sticulture,  &c. 


ANDREWS'  FIGURES  OF  HEATHS, 

With  Scientific  Descriptions.  6  vols.  royal  Svo,  with  300  beautifully  coloured  Plates,  (pub.  at 
151.).  cloth,  gilt,  -tl.  10*.  l!i»i 

BARTON  AND  CASTLE'S  BRITISH  FLORA  MEDICA; 

OR,  HISTORY  OF  THE  MEDICINAL  PLANTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN.  2vols.9vo,  illus- 
trated by  upwards  of  2iM>  Coloured  Figures  of  Plants,  (pub.at  31.3*.),  cloth.  It.  16*.  l^j 

BAUER  AND  HOOKER'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  GENERA  OF  FERNS. 
In  which  the  characters  of  each  Genus  are  displayed  in  the  most  elaborate  manner,  in  a  series  (A 
magnified  Dissections  and  Figures,  highly  finished  in  Colours.    Imperial  Svo,  Plates,  61.      1838-42 

BEECHEY.— BOTANY  OF  CAPTAIN  BEECHEY'S  VOYAGE, 

Comprising  an  Account  of  the  Plants  collected  by  Messrs.  LAY  and  COI.LIB,  and  other  Officer*  of 
the  Expedition,  during  the  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  and  Behring*s  Straits.  By  Sir  WILLIAM 
SACBBO*  HOOKBB,  and  G.  A.  W.  ARNOTT,  Esq.,  illustrated  by  1UO  Plates,  beautifully  engraved, 
complete  in  10  parts,  4to.  (pub.  at  71. 10*.),  bl.  1831-41 

BEECHEY.-ZOOLOCY  OF  CAPTAIN  BEECHEY'S  VOYAGE, 

Compiled  from  the  Collections  and  Notes  of  Captain  BRSCHBY  and  the  Scientific  Gentlemen 
who  accompanied  the  Expedition.  The  Mammalia,  by  Dr. RICHARDSON;  Ornithology,  by  N.  A. 
VIGORS;  ESQ.  ;  Fishes,  by  G.  T.  LAY,  ESQ.,  and  E.  T.  BBNNBTT,  ESQ.:  Crustacea,  by  RICBAKD 
OWBN,  ESQ.;  Reptiles,  by  JOHN  EDWARD  GRAY,  ESQ.:  Shells,  by  W.  SOWBRBY,  ESQ.  ;  and 
Geology,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  BUCK  LAND.  4to.  illustrated  by  47  Plates,  containing  maay  hundred 
Figures,  beautifully  coloured  by  SOWBRBY,  (pub.  at  bl.  &*.),  cloth.  3L  13*.  6d.  1839 

BOLTON'S   NATURAL   HISTORY  OF   BRITISH    SONG   BIRDS. 

Illustrated  with  Figures,  the  size  of  Life,  of  the  Birds,  both  Male  nnd  Female,  in  their  most  Natu- 
ral Attitudes ;  their  Nests  and  Kir?*,  Food,  Favourite  Plant..,  Shrubs,  Trees,  Ac.  Ac.  New  Edition, 
revised  and  very  considerably  nuirinrnteri,  •_•  v»l«.  in  1,  medium  ito,  containing  9U  beautifi.!!> 
coloured  plates  (pub.  at  81. 8*.),  haU-bound  morocco,  gilt  backs,  gilt  edges,  =»/.  U*. 


PUBLISHED  OR   SOLD   BY  II.  G.  BOHN. 


BROWN'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  LAND  AND  FRESH  WATER  SHELLS 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND;  with  Figures,  Descriptions,  and  Localities  of  all  the 
Species.  Royal  8vo,  containing  on  27  large  Plates,  330  Figures  ol  all  the  known  British  Species, 
in  their  full  Size,  accurately  drawn  from  Nature,  (pub.  at  15s.),  cloth,  10*.  6rf.  1845 

CURTIS'S  FLORA  LONDINENSIS; 

Revised  and  Improved  by  GKORGE  GRAVES,  extended  and  continued  by  Sir  W.  JACKSOB 
HOOKKR;  comprising  the  History  of  Plants  indigenous  to  Great  Britain,  with  Indexes;  the 
Drawings  made  by  SYDKNHAM  EDWARDS  and  LINDI.KT.  5  vols.  royal  folio  (or  109  parts),  con- 
fining 647  Plates,  exhibiting  the  full  natural  size  of  each  Plant,  with  magnified  Dissections  of 
ihe  Parts  of  Fructification,  &c.,  all  beautifully  coloured,  (pub.  at  8Jl  4s.  in  parts),  half  bound 
morocco,  top  edges  gilt,  30*.  1835 

JENNY—  MONOGRAPHIA    ANOPLURORUM     BRITANNI/E,     OR     BRITISH 

SPECIES  OF  PARASITE  INSECTS  (published  under  the  patronage  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion) 8vo,  numerous  beautifully  coloured  plates  of  Lice,  containing  several  hundred  magnified 
figures,  cloth,,  ll.  11s.  6d.  1&*2 

DONOVAN'S   NATURAL  HISTORY   OF   THE   INSECTS   OF  INDIA. 

Enlarged,  by  J.  O.  WESTWOOD,  Esq.,  F.L.S.  4to.  with  58  plates,  containing  upwards  of  120  exqui- 
sitely 'coloured  figures  (pub.  at  61.  6d.),  cloth,  gilt,  reduced  to  2J.  5s.  1842 

DONOVAN'S    NATURAL   HISTORY   OF  THE   INSECTS   OF  CHINA. 

Enlarged  by  J  O.  WESTWOOD,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  4to.  with  50  plates,  containing  upwards  of  130  exqui- 
sitely coloured  figures  (pub.  at  6/.  6s.),  cloth,  gilt,  2/.  5s.  1848 

"  Donovan's  works  on  the  Insects  of  India  and  China,  are  splendidly  illustrated  and  extremely 

"The  entomological  plates  of  our  countryman  Donovan,  are  highly  coloured,  elegant,  and  use- 
ful, especially  those  contained  in  his  quarto  volumes  (Insects  of  India  and  China),  where  a  great 

"— 


, 
number  of  species  are  delineated  for  the  first  time."—  Swainson. 

DONOVAN'S  WORKS   ON    BRITISH    NATURAL   HISTORY. 

Viz.—  Insects,  16  vols.—  Birds,  10  vols.—  Shells,  5  vols.—  Fishes,  5  vols.—  Quadrupeds,  3  vole.—  togo 
ther  39  vols.  8vo,  containing  1198  beautifully  coloured  plates  (pub.  at  66J.  9».),  bde.  23M7s.  The  wnnj 
set  of  39  vols.  bound  in  21,  (pub.  at  J3Z.  10s.),  half  green  morocco  extra,  gilt  edges,  gfit  bache,  SOl. 
Any  of  the  classes  may  be  had  separately. 

DRURY'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  FOREIGN  ENTOMOLOGY  ; 

Wherein  are  exhibited  upwards  of  600  exotic  Insects,  of  the  East  and  West  Indieo,  Chine,  New 
Holland,  North  and  South  America,  Germany,  &c.  By  J.  O.  WESTWOOD,  ESQ.,  P.L.8.,  Secretary 
of  the  Entomological  Society,  &c.  3  vols.  4to,  150  Plates,  most  beautifully  coloured,  containing 
above  600  figures  of  Insects,  (originally  pub.  at  15  J.  15s.),  half  bound  morocco,  «J.  16e.  M.  VSSJ 

EVELYN'S   SYLVA    AND    TERRA. 

A  Discourse  of  Forest  Trees,  and  the  Propagation  of  Timber,  a  Philosophical  Discourse  of  the 
Earth  ;  with  Life  of  the  Author,  and  Notes  by  Dr.  A.  Hunter,  2  vols.  royal  4to.  Fifth  improved 
Edition,  with  46  plates  (pub.  at  bl.  5s.),  cloth,  2J.  1825 

CREVILLE'S  CRYPTOCAMIC  FLORA, 

Comprising  the  Principal  Species  found  in  Great  Britain,  inclusive  of  all  the  New  Species  recently 
discovered'in  Scotland.  6  vols.  royal  8vo,  360  beautifully  coloured  Plates,  (pub.  at  Ul.  IGs.),  half 
morocco,  SI.  8s.  1823-8 

This,  though  a  complete  Work  in  itself,  forms  an  almost  indispensable  Supplement  to  the 
thirty-six  volumes  of  Sowerby's  English  Botany,  which  does  not  comprehend  Cryptogamous 
Plants.  It  is  one  of  the  most  scientific  and  best  executed  works  on  Indigenous  Botany  ever  pro- 
duced in  this  country. 

HARRIS'S    AURELIAN  ;    OR  ENGLISH   MOTHS  AND   BUTTERFLIES, 

Their  Natural  History,  together  with  the  Plants  on  which  they  feed;  New  and  greatly  improved 
Edition,  by  J.  O.  WESTWOOD,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  &c.,  in  1  vol.  sm.  folio,  with  44  plates,  containing 
above  400  figures  of  Moths,  Butterflies,  Caterpillars,  &c.,  and  the  Plants  on  which  they  feed, 
exquisitely  coloured  after  the  original  drawings,  half-bound  morocco,  41.  4s.  1840 

This  extremely  beautiful  work  is  the  only  one  which  contains  our  English  Moths  and  Butter- 
flies of  the  full  natural  size,  in  all  their  changes  of  Caterpillar,  Chrysalis,  &c.,  with  the  plants  on 
which  they  feed. 

HOOKER  AND  CREVILLE,  ICONES  FILICUM  ;    OR,  FIGURES  OF  FERNS. 

With  DESCRIPTIONS,  many  of  which  have  been  altogether  unnoticed  by  Botanists,  or  have 

not  been  correctly  figured.    2  vols.  folio,  with  240  beautifully  coloured  Plates,  (pub.  at  25Z.  4s.), 

half  morocco,  gilt  edges,  12*.  12s.  1829-31 

The  grandest  and  most  valuable  of  the  many  scientific  Works  produced  by  Sir  William  Hooker. 

HOOKER'S  EXOTIC  FLORA, 

Containing  Figures  and  Descriptions  of  Rare,  or  otherwise  interesting  Exotic  Plants,  especially 
of  such  as  are"  deserving  of  being  cultivated  in  our  Gardens.  3  vols.  imperial  8vo,  containing  232 
large  and  beautifully  coloured  Plates,  (pub.  at  15J.)  ,  cloth,  61.  6s.  1823-182? 

This  is  the  most  superb  and  attractive  of  all  Dr.  Hooker's  valuable  works. 

"  The  '  Exotic  Flora,'  by  Dr.  Hooker,  is  like  that  of  all  the  Botanical  publications  of  the  inde- 
fatigable author,  excellent;  and  it  assumes  an  appearance  of  finish  and  perfection  to  which 
neither  the  Botanical  Magazine  nor  Register  can  externally  lay  claim."— 
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HOOKER'S  JOURNAL  OF  BOTANY: 

Containing  Fissures  and  Descriptions  of  such  Plant*  as  recommeud  themselves  by  their  novelty, 
rarity,  or  history,  or  by  the  uses  to  which  they  are  applied  in  the  Arts,  in  Medicine,  and  in 
Domestic  Economy:  together  with  occasional  Botanical  Notices  and  Information,  and  occa- 
sional Portraits  and  MeuJoirs  of  eminent  Botanists.  4  vols.  8vo,  numerous  plates,  some  coloured, 
( pub.  at  31. ) ,  cloth,  1 1.  1834-42 

HOOKER'S  BOTANICAL  MISCELLANY; 

Containing  Figures  and  Descriptions  of  Plants,  which  recommend  themselves  by  their  novelty, 
rarity,  orliistory,  or  by  the  uses  to  which  they  are  applied  in  the  Arts,  in  Medicine,  and  ID 
Domestic  Economy,  together  with  occasional  Botanical  Notices  and  Information,  including  many 
valuable  Communications  from  distinguished  Scientific  Travellers.  Complete  in  3  thick  vol*. 
royal  8vo,  with  153  plates,  many  finely  coloured  (pub.  at  bl.  5«.),  gilt  cloth,  2i.  12*.  dd.  1830-33 

HOOKER'S  FLORA  BOREALI-AMERICANA: 

OR,  THE  BOTANY  OF  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA.  Illustrated  by  240  plate*,  complete 
in  Twelve  Parts,  royal  4to  (pub.  ax  12/.  12*.).  &•  The  Twelve  Parts  complete,  done  up  in  2  fols. 
royal  4to,  extra  cloth,  8J.  1S29-40 

HUISH  ON  BEES: 

THEIR  NATURAL  HISTORY  AND  GENERAL  MANAGEMENT.  New  and  greatly  im- 
proved Edition,  containing  also  the  latest  Discoveries  and  Improvements  in  every  department  of 
the  Apiary,  with  a  description  of  the  most  approved  HIVES  now  in  use,  thick  12mo,  Portrait  and 
numerous  Woodcuts  (pub.  at  10«.  &*.),  cloth  gilt,  6*.  6d.  1844 

LATHAM'S  GENERAL  HISTORY  OF  BIRDS. 

Being  the  Natural  History  and  Description  of  all  the  Birds  (above  four  thousand)  hitherto  known 
or  described  by  Naturalists,  with  the  Synonymes  of  preceding  Writers ;  the  second  enlarged  and 
improved  Edition,  comprehending  all  the  discoveries  in  Ornithology  subsequent  to  t . 
publication,  and  a  General  Index,  11  vols.  in  10,  4to,  with  upwards  of  200  coloured  Plates, 
fettered  (pub.  at  i6i.  St.),  cloth,  ll.  17*.  6d.  Wincketter,  1821-28.  The  same  with  the  plates  exq.n- 
sitely  coloured  like  drawings,  11  vols.  in  10,  elegantly  uf.- bound,  green  morocco,  gilt  edges,  12/.1-4. 

LINDLEY'S  BRITISH  FRUITS  ; 

OR,  FIGURES  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  VARIETIES  OF 
FRUIT  CULTIVATED  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN.  3  vols.  royal  8vo,  containing  152  most  beau- 
tifully coloured  plates,  chiefly  by  Mas.  WITHERS,  Artist  to  the  Horticultural  Society,  (pub  at 
102. 10*. ),  half-bound,  morocco  extra,  gilt  edges,  of.  5*.  184 1 

"This  is  an  exquisitely  beautiful  work.    Every  plate  is  like  a  highly  finished  drawing,  similar 
to  those  in  the  Horticultural  Transactions." 

LOUDON'S  (MRS.)  ENTERTAINING  NATURALIST, 

Being  Popular  Descriptions,  Tales,  and  Anecdotes  of  more  than  Five  Hundred  Animals,  comprc- 
hending  all  the  Quadrupeds,  Birds,  Fishes,  Reptiles,  Insects,  &c.,  of  which  a  knowledge  is  Indis- 
pensable  in  polite  education.  With  Indexes'of  Scientific  and  Popular  Names,  an  Explanation  of 
Terms,  and  an  Appendix  of  Fabulous  Animals,  illustrated  by  upwards  of  400  beautiful  woodcuts 
by  BEWICK,  HABVBT,  WHIMPER,  and  others.  New  Edition,  revised,  enlarged,  and  corrected  t* 
the  present  state  of  Zoological  Knowledge.  In  one  thick  vol.  post  8vo,  gilt  cloth,  7*.  6d.  1341 

MANTELL'S  (DR.)  NEW  GEOLOGICAL  WORK. 

THE  MEDALS  OF  CREATION,  or  First  Lessons  in  Geology,  and  In  the  Study  of  Organic 
Remains ;  including  Geological  Excursions  to  the  Isle  of  Sheppy,  Brighton,  Lewes,  Tflgate 
Forest,  Charnwood  Forest,  Farringdon,  Swindon,  Calne,  Bath,  Bristol,  Clifton,  Mattock,  Crich 
Hill,  &c.  By  GIDEOS  ALGEBHOU  MANTKLL,  ESQ.  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  Two  thick  vols.  foolscap 
8*0,  with  coloured  Plates,  and  several  hundred  beautiful  Woodcuts  of  Fossil  Remains,  cloth  gilt, 
ll.  1*.  1844 

MANTELL'S    WONDERS    OF    GEOLOGY, 

Or  a  Familiar  Exposition  of  Geological  Phenomena.  Sixth  greatly  enlarged  and  improved 
Edition.  2  vols  post  8vo,  coloured  Plates,  and  upwards  of  2uo  Woodcuts,  gilt  cloth,  18*.  1848 

MANTELL'S  GEOLOGICAL   EXCURSION   ROUND  THE   ISLE    OF  WIGHT, 

ifully 
1847 


And  along  the  adjacent  Coast  of  Dorsetshire.   In  1  vol.  post  8vo,  with  numerous  beautifully 
executed  Woodcuts,  and  a  Geological  Map,  cloth  gilt,  12*. 

MUDIE'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  BIRDS: 

•JH,  THE  FEATHERED  TRIBES  OF  THE  BRITISH  ISLANDS.    2  vols.  8vo.    New  Edition, 
the  Plates  beautifully  coloured  (pub.  at  H.  8*.),  cloth  gilt,  16*. 

*  This  is,  without  any  exception,  the  most  truly  charming  work  on  Ornithology  which  has 
hitherto  appeared,  from  the  days  of  Willoughby  downwards.  Other  author*  descrih. 
paints;  other  authors  give  the  husk,  Mu.lie  the  kernel.  We  most  heartily  concur  with  the 
opinion  expressed  01  this  work  by  Leigh  Hunt  (a  kindred  spirit)  in  the  first  few  numbers  of  Us 
right  pleasant  London  Journal.  The  descriptions  of  Bewick,  Pennant,  Lewin,  Montagu,  »nd 
even  Wilson,  will  not  for  an  instant  stand  comparison  with  the  spirit-stirring  emanations  of 
M  mile's  '  living  pen,'  as  it  has  been  called.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  any  author  who  so 
'rlicitously  unites  beauty  of  style  with  strength  and  nerve  of  expression  •  he  does  not  specify, 
he  painta/— BW«  Ornithological  G*idi. 


PUBLISHED  OR  SOLD   BY   H.  G.  BOHN.  U 

RICHARDSON'S  GEOLOGY  FOR  BEGINNERS, 

Comprising  a  familiar  Explanation  of  Geology  and  its  associate  Sciences,  Mineralogy,  Physical 
r.pology.  Fossil  Conehology,  Fossil  Botany,  and  Paleontology  including  Directions  for  fornuriK 
Collections,  &c.  By  G.  F.  RICHARDSON,  F.G.S.  (formerly  with  Dr.  Alantell,  now  of  the  British 
Museum).  Second  Edition,  considerably  enlarged  and  improved.  One  thick  vol.  post  Svo,  illus- 
trated by  upwards  of  260  Woodcuts  (pub  at  10s.  6d.),  cloth,  7«.  6d.  1846 

SELBY'S  COMPLETE  BRITISH  ORNITHOLOGY. 

A  most  magnificent  work  of  the  Figures  of  British  Birds,  containing  exact  and  faithful  representa- 
tions in  their  full  natural  size,  of  all  the  known  species  found  in  Great  Britain,  3S3  Figures  in  223 
beautifully  coloured  Plates.  2  vols.  elephant  folio,  elegantly  half  bound  morocco  (pub.  at  105/.), 
gilt  back  and  gilt  edges,  3U.  10*.  1834 

"  The  grandest  work  on  Ornithology  published  in  this  country,  the  same  for  British  Birds  that 
Audubon's  is  for  the  birds  of  America.  Every  figure,  excepting  in  a  very  few  instances  of  ex- 
treinely  large  birds,  is  of  the  full  natural  size,  beautifully  ana  accurately  drawn,  with  all  the  spirit 
of  life."— Ornithologist's  Text  Book. 

"  What  a  treasure,  during  a  rainy  forenoon  in  the  country,  is  such  a  gloriously  illuminated  work 
as  this  of  Mr.  Selby.  It  is^  without  doubt,  the  most  splendid  of  the  kind  ever  published  in  Britain, 
and  will  stand  a  comparison,  without  any  eclipse  of  its  lustre,  with  the  most  magnificent  ornitho- 
logical illustrations  of  the  French  school.  Mr.  Selby  has  long  and  deservedly  ranked  high  as  a 
scientific  naturalist." — Blackwood's  Magazine. 

SELBY'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  BRITISH  ORNITHOLOGY. 

2  vols.  8vo.    Second  Edition  (pub.  at  11.  Is.),  boards,  12s.  1833 

SIBTHORP'S  FLORA  CR/ECA. 

The  most  costly  and  magnificent  Botanical  work  ever  published.  10  vols.  folio,  with  '1000  beau- 
tifully coloured  Plates,  half  bound  morocco,  publishing  by  subscription,  and  the  number  strictly 
limited  to  those  subscribed  for  (pub.  at  252f.),  G3Z. 

Separate  Prospectuses  of  this  work  are  now  ready  for  delivery.  Only  forty  copies  of  the  original 
stock  exists.  No  greater  number  of  subscribers'  names  can  therefore  be  received. 

SIBTHORP'S  FLOR/E  CR/EC/E  PRODROMUS. 

Sive  Plantarum  omnium  Enumeratio,  quas  in  Provinciis  aut  Insulis  Graecise  invenit  JOH.  SIB- 
THORP  :  Characteres  et  Synonyma  omnium  cum  Annotationibus  JAC.  EDV.  SMITH.  Four  parts, 
in  2  thick  vols.  8vo  (pub.  at  2J.  2s.)  14s.  Londini,  1816 

SOWERBY'S  MANUAL  OF  CONCHOLOGY. 

Containing  a  complete  Introduction  to  the  Science,  illustrated  by  upwards  of  650  Figures  of 
Shells,  etched  on  copper-plates,  in  which  the  most  characteristic  examples  are  given  of  all  the 
Geiiera  established  up  to  the  present  time,  arranged  in  Lamarckian  Order,  accompanied  by  copious 
Explanations;  Observations  respecting  the  Geographical  or  Geological  distribution  of  each; 
Tabular  Views  of  the  Systems  of  Lamarck  and  De  Blainville ;  a  Glossary  of  Technical  Terms,  &c. 
New  Edition,  considerably  enlarged  and  improved,  with  numerous  woodcuts  in  the  text,  now  first 
added,  8vo,  cloth,  18s.  The  plates  coloured,  cloth,  ]/.  is».  1842 

SOWERBY'S  CONCHOLOGICAL  ILLUSTRATIONS  ; 

OR,  COLOURED  FIGURES  OF  ALL  THE  HITHERTO  UNFIGURED  SHELLS,  complete 
in  200  Shells,  8vo,  comprising  several  thousand  Figures,  in  parts,  all  beautifully  coloured  (pub.  at 
15Z.),  11. 10s.  1841-45 

SPRY'S  BRITISH  COLEOPTERA  DELINEATED. 

Containing  Figures  and  Descriptions  of  all  the  Genera  of  British  Beetles,  edited  by  SHBCKARD, 
Svo,  with  94  plates,  comprising  638  figures  of  Beetles,  beautifully  and  most  accurately  drawn 
( pub .  at  '21.  2s. ) ,  cloth,  1 1.  Is.  1840 

"  The  most  perfect  work  yet  published  in  this  department  of  British  Entomology." 

•TEPHENS'    BRITISH     ENTOMOLOGY, 

12  vols.  Svo,  100  coloured  Plates  (pub.  at  2H. ),  half-bound,  81.  8s.  1838-46 

Or  separately,  LEPIDOPTBRA,  4  vols.,  41. 4n.    COI.EOPTKKA,  5  vols,  41. 4«.   DKBMIPTBBA,  OKI  HOP. 

NBUHOP.,  &c.,  1  vol.,  II.  Is     HYMKNOPTERA,  2  vols.,  21.  2g. 

SWAINSOIM'S  EXOTIC  CONCHOLOGY: 

OR,  FIGURES  AND   DESCRIPTIONS  OF  RARE,  BEAUTIFUL,   OR  UNDESCRIBED 
SHELLS.    Royal  4to,  containing  94  large  and  beautifully  coloured  figures  of  Shells,  half-bound 
morocco,  gilt  edges  (pub.  at  bl.  5s.),  2i.  12s.  6d. 
SWAINSON'S  ZOOLOGICAL  ILLUSTRATIONS; 

Oil  ORIGINAL  FIGURES  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  NEW,  RARE,  OR  INTERESTING 
AN'lMALS,  selected  chiefly  from  the  Classes  of  Ornithology,  Entomology,  and  Conchology.  6 
vols.  royal  8vo,  containing  318  finely  coloured  plates,  (pub.  at  161. 16s.),  half-bound  morocco,  gilt 
edges,  9J.  9s. 

N  OF  HANDSOME  OR  CURIOUS  PLANTS,  Natives  of  New  Holland, 
and  the  South  Sea  Islands.  15  Nos.  forming  one  vol.  royal  Svo,  complete,  with  56  beautifully 
coloured  plates  (pub.  at  3J.  15s.),  cloth,  II.  16s.  1827-28 

OR  NATURAL  ORDER  OF  CISTUS,   OR  ROCK  ROSE.    30  Nos.  forming  one  vol.  royal 

8vo,'  complete,  with  112  beautifully  coloured  plates  (pub.  at  bl.  5».),  cloth,  '21. 12«.  6d.  18S8 

"  One  of  the  most  interesting,  and  hitherto  the  scarcest  of  Mr.  Sweet's  beautiful  publications." 

WHITE'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  SELBORNE. 

By  SiRW.  JARDINE,  18mo,  many  pretty  Woodcuts  byBRANSTON  (pub.  at  5s.),  cloth,  2s.  ed. 
With  the  Plates  beautifully  coloured,  ISmo  (pub.  at  7*.  6d.),  gilt  cloth,  5s. 
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Hiterature, 


INCLUDING 


HISTORY,  BIOGRAPHY,  VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS,  POETRY,  AND  THE 
DRAMA,  MORALS,  AND  MISCELLANIES. 

BACON'S  WORKS. 

Both  English  and  Latin.  With  an  Introductory  Essay,  and  copious  Indexes.  Complete  in 
2  large  vols.  imperial  Svo,  Portrait,  (pub.  at  -21.  2*.),  cloth,  it.  16*.  1838 

BACON'S  ESSAYS  AND  ADVANCEMENT  OF  LEARNING, 

With  Memoir  and  Notes  by  Dr.  Taylor.  Square  12mo.,  with 34  Woodcuts,  (pub.  at  4«.),  ornament al 
wrapper,  2».  6d. 

BATTLES  OF  THE  BRITISH  NAVY, 

From  A.D.  1000  to  1840.  By  JOSEPH  ALLEN,  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  2  thick  elegantly-printed 
vols.  foolscap  Svo,  illustrated  by  24  Portraits  of  British  Admirals,  beautifully  engraved  on  Steel, 
and  numerous  Woodcuts  of  Battles,  (pub.  at  If.  Is.),  cloth  gilt,  14*. 

"These  volumes  are  invaluable;  they  contain  the  very  pith  and  marrow  of  our  best  Naval 
Histories  and  Chronicles."— Sun. 

"  The  best  and  most  complete  repository  of  the  triumphs  of  the  British  Navy  which  has  yet 
issued  from  the  press."—  United  Service  Gazette. 

BOOK  OF  THE  COURT; 

Exhibiting  the  History,  Duties,  and  Privilege*  of  the  several  Ranks  of  the  English  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  particularly  of  the  Great  Officers  of  State,  and  Members  of  the  Royal  Household,  in- 
eluding  the  various  Forms  of  Court  Etiquette,  Tables  of  Precedency,  Rules  to  be  <>'• 
Levees  and  Drawing  Rooms,  &c.,  with  an  Introductory  Essay  on  Regal  State  and  Ceremonial, 
and  a  full  Account  of  the  Coronation  Ceremony.  Dedicated  by  command  to  her  Majesty,  8vo., 
elegantly  printed,  (pub.  at  16*.),  cloth  gilt,  /».  1S44 

BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  DR.  JOHNSON  5   BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  J.  C.  CROKER. 

Incorporating  his  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  and  accompanied  by  the  Commentaries  of  all  preceding 
Editors:  with  numerous  additional  Notes  and  Illustrative  Anecdotes;  to  which  are  added,  Two 
Supplementary  Volumes  of  Anecdotes  by  HAWKINS,  PIOZZI,  MURPUY,  TYERS,  REYNOLDS, 
STKEVBNS,  and  others.  10  vols.  12mo,  illustrated  by  upwards  of  50  Views,  Portraits,  and  Sheets 
of  Autographs,  finely  engraved  on  Steel,  from  Drawings  by  Stanfield,  Harding,  &c.,  cloth,  reduced 
to  II.  lot. 

This  new,  improved,  and  greatly  enlarged  edition,  beautifully  printed  in  the  popular  form  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  Byron's  Works,  is  iust  such  an  edition  as  Dr.  Johnson  himself  loved  and 
recommended.  In  one  of  the  Ana  recorded  in  the  supplementary  volumes  of  the  present  edition,  lie 
•ays :  "  Books  that  you  may  carry  to  the  fire,  and  hold  readily  in  your  hand,  are  the  most  useful 
after  alL  Such  books  form  the  mass  of  general  and  easy  reading." 

BOURRIENNE'S  MEMOIRS  OF  NAPOLEON, 

One  stout,  closely,  but  elegantly  pr.nted  vol.,  foolscap  12mo.,  with  fine  equestrian  Portrait  of 
Napoleon  and  Frontispiece,  (pub.  at  5*.),  cloth,  3*.  6d.  1844 

BRAND'S  POPULAR  ANTIQUITIES. 

Customs,  Ceremonies,  and  Superstitious  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  revised  and  con- 
siderably enlarged  by  Sir  Henry  lillis,  3  vols.  square  12mo.,  New  Edition,  with  48  Woodcut 
Illustrations,  (pub.  at  15«.).  ornamental  wrapper,  10*. 

BRITISH     POETS,    CABINET    EDITION, 

Containing  the  complete  works  of  the  principal  English  poets,  from  Milton  to  Kirke  White.  4  roll, 
post  Svo  (size  of  Standard  Library),  printed  in  a  -cry  small  but  beautiful  type,  S3  MflflilMnB 
Portraits  (pub.  at  21. 2*.),  cloth,  15*. 

BROWNE'S  (SIR  THOMAS    WORKS,  COMPLETE. 

Including  his  Vulgar  Errors,  Relipo  Me.liri,  Urn  Rurial,  Christian  Morals,  Correspondence. 

Journals,  and  Tracts,  many  of  them  hitherto  Unpublished.    The  whole 

SIMON  WILKIJC,  F.L.S.  4  vols.  8vo,  line  Portrait,  (pub.  at  21.  8*.),  cloth,  II.  lit.  6d.  fV 

"  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  the  contemporary  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  Hooke,  Bacon,  Sel.len,  and 
Burton,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  poetical  of  that  great  lnerarv  era      His 
thoughts  are  often  truly  sublime,  and  always  conveyed  In  the  most  impressive  language."— 
Chamber!. 
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BUCKINGHAM'S  AMERICA;  HISTORICAL,  STATISTIC,  AND  DESCRIPTIVE, 

Viz.:  Northern  States,  3  vols.;  Eastern  and  Western  States,  3  vols.  (Southern  or  Slave  States, 
2  vols. ;  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Itruuswick,  and  the  other  British  Provinces  in  North  America, 
1  voL  Together  9  stout  vols.  8\c,  numerous  tine  Engravings,  (pub.  at  Gl.  10s.  Gd.),  cloth,  21. 12*.  Grf. 

1841-43 

"Mr.  Buckingham  goes  deliberately  through  the  States,  treating  of  all,  historically  and  statis- 
tically— of  their  rise  and  progress,  their  manufactures,  trade,  population,  topography,  fertility, 
resources,  morals,  manners,  education,  and  so  forth.  His  volumes  will  be  found  a  storehouse  of 
knowledge." — A  then  trum. 

"  A  very  entire  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  United  States,  diligently  collected  by  a  man  of 
great  acuteness  and  observation." — Literary  Gazette. 

BURKE'S  (EDMUND)  WORKS. 

With  a  Biographical  and  Critical  Introduction  by  ROGEKS.  2  vols.  imperial  8vo,  closely  but 
handsomely  printed,  (pub.  at  21.  2s.),  cloth,  II.  10s.  1841 

BURKE'S    ENCYCLOP/EDIA   OF    HERALDRY;   OR,    GENERAL    ARMOURY 

OF  ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND.  Comprising  a  Registry  of  all  Armorial  Bear- 
ings,  Crests,  and  Mottoes,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the  Present  Time,  including  the  late  Grants 


by  the  College  of  Arms.  With  an  Introduction  to  Heraldry,  and  a  Dictionary  of  Terms.  Third 
Edition,  with  a  Supplement.  One  very  large  vol.  imperial  Svo,  beautifully  printed  in  small  type, 
in  double  columns,  by  WHITTINGHAM,  embellished  with  an  elaborate  Frontispiece,  richly  illu- 


ated  in  gold  and  colours  ;  also  Woodcuts,  (pub.  at  21.  2s.),  cloth  gilt,  II.  bs.  1844 

The  most  elaborate  and  useful  Work  of  the  kind  ever  published.  It  contains  upwards  of 
30,000  armorial  bearings,  and  incorporates  all  that  have  hitherto  been  given  by  Guillim,  Edmond- 
son,  Collins,  Nisbet,  Berry,  llobson,  and  others  ;  besides  many  thousand  names  which  have  never 
appeared  in  any  previous  Work.  This  volume,  in  fact,  in  a  small  compass,  but  without  abridg- 
ment, contains  more  than  four  ordinary  quartos. 

BURNS'  WORKS,  WITH  LIFE  BY  ALLAN  CUNNINGHAM,  AND  NOTES 
BY  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT,  CAMPBELL,  WORDSWORTH,  LOCKHART,  &c.  Royal  Svo, 
fine  Portrait  and  Plates,  (pub.  at  18s.),  cloth,  uniform  with  Byron,  10s.  Gd.  1843 

This  is  positively  the  only  complete  edition  of  Burns,  in  a  single  volume,  Svo.  It  contains  not 
only  every  scrap  which  Burns  ever  wrote,  whether  prose  or  verse,  but  also  a  considerable  number 
of  Scotch  national  airs,  collected  and  illustrated  by  him  (not  given  elsewhere)  and  full  and  interest- 
ing accounts  of  the  occasions  and  circumstances  of  his  various  writings.  The  very  complete  and 


interesting  Life  by  Allan  Cunningham  alone  occupies  164  pages,  and  the  Indices  and  Glossary  ar 
very  copious.  The  whole  forms  a  thick  elegantly  printed  volume,  extending  in  all  to  848  pages 
The  other  editions,  including  one  ivblished  in  similar  shape,  with  an  abridgement  of  the  Life  by 


Allan  Cunningham,  comprised  in  only  47  pages,  and  the  whole  volume  in  only  504  pages,  do  not 
contain  above  two-thirds  of  the  above. 

CAMPBELL'S  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  PETRARCH. 

With  Notices  of  Boccaccio  and  his  illustrious  Contemporaries.  Second  Edition.  2  vols.  Svo,  fine 
Portraits  and  Plates,  (pub.  at  ll.  11s.  6d.),  cloth,  12s.  1843 

CHANNINC?S  COMPLETE  WORKS,  THE  LIBRARY  EDITION. 

Complete  to  the  Time  of  his  Decease.  Printed  from  the  Authors  corrected  Copies,  transmitted  to 
the  English  Publishers  by  the  Author  himself.  6  vols.  post  Svo,  handsomely  printed,  with  a  fine 
Portrait,  (pub.  at  21.  2s.),  cloth,  II.  Is.  1845 

"  Channing  is  unquestionably  the  finest  writer  of  the  age."—  Prater's  Magazine. 

CHATHAM  PAPERS, 

Being  the  Correspondence  of  William  Pitt,  Earl  ot  Chatham.  Edited  by  the  Executors  of  his 
Son,  John  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  published  from  the  Original  Manuscripts  in  their  possession. 
4  vols.  Svo,  (pub.  at  3<.  12s.),  cloth,  ll.  5s  Murray,  1838-40 

"  A  production  of  greater  historical  interest  could  hardly  be  imagined.  It  is  a  standard  work, 
which  will  directly  pass  into  every  library."—  Literary  Gazette. 

"  There  is  hardly  any  man  in  modem  times  who  fills  so  large  a  space  in  our  history,  and  of 
whom  we  know  so  little,  as  Lord  Chatham  ;  he  was  the  greatest  Statesman  and  Orator  that  this 
country  ever  produced.  We  regard  this  Work,  therefore,  as  one  of  the  greatest  value."—  Edin- 

CHATTERTON'S  WORKS, 

Both  Prose  and  Poetical,  including  his  Letters;  with  Notices  of  his  Life,  History  of  the  Rowley 
Controversy,  and  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory.  2  vols.  post  Svo,  elegantly  printed,  with 
Engraved  Fac-similes  of  Chatterton's  Handwriting  and  the  Rowley  MSS.  (Pub.  at  las.),  cloth,  9s. 
Large  Paper,  2  vols.  crown  Svo,  (pub.  at  ll.  It.),  cloth,  12s.  1842 

"Warton,  Malone,  Croft,  Dr.  Knox,  Dr.  Sherwin,  and  others,  in  prose  ;  and  Scott,  Wordsworth, 
Kirke  AVhite,  Montgomery,  Shelley,  Coleridge,  and  Keats,  in  verse  ;  have  conferred  lasting  immor- 
tality upon  the  Poems  of  Chatterton." 

"  Chatterton's  was  a  genius  like  that  of  Homer  and  Shakspeai  e,  which  appears  not  above 
once  in  many  centuries."  —  Ficesimws  Knox. 

COOPER'S  (J.  F.I  HISTORY  OF  THE  NAVY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 

AMERICA,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to  the  Peace  of  1815,  2  vols.  8vo.,  (pub.  at  ll.  10s.),  zilt  cloth, 
12*.  isaS 
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COPLEY'S   (FORMERLY    MRS.    HEWLETT)    HISTORY   OF   SLAVERY   AND 

ITS  ABOLITION,  Second  Edition,  with  an  Appendix,  thick  smaU  8vo.,  .ir.e  Portrait  of  Clarkson, 
( pub.  at  6*. ) ,  cloth,  4«.  6£  1839 

COSTELLO'S  SPECIMENS  OF  THE  EARLY  FRENCH  POETRY, 

From  the  time  of  the  Troubadours  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV,  post  8vo.,  with  4  Plates,  (pub.  at 
10*.  6d.},  cloth  7«-  1835 

COWPER'S  COMPLETE  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  SOUTHEY; 

Comprising  his  Poems,  Correspondence,  and  Translations;  with  a  Life  of  the  Author.  15  vols. 
post  Svo,  embellished  with  numerous  exquisite  Engravings,  after  the  designs  of  UABVKT,  (pub. 
at  3U5«.),  cloth.  2i.6«.  1835-7 

This  is  the  only  complete  edition  of  Cowper's  Works,  prose  and  poetical,  which  has  e»er 
been  given  to  the  world.  Many  of  them  are  still  exclusively  copyright,  and  consequently  cannot 
appear  in  any  other  edition. 

CRAWFURD'S  (J.)  EMBASSY  TO  SIAM  AND  COCHIN-CHINA. 

2  vols.  Svo,  Maps,  and  25  Plates,  (pub.  at  II.  11». 6d.),  cloth,  12*.  1330 

CRAWFURD'S  EMBASSY  TO  AVA, 

With  an  Appendix  on  Fossil  Remains  by  Prof.  BUCKLARD.  2  yols.  Svo,  with  13  Maps,  Plates,  and 
Vignettes,  (pub.  at  If.  11«.  64.),  cloth,  12*.  1834 

CRUIKSHANK'S  THREE  COURSES  AND  A  DESSERT. 

A  Series  of  Tales,  in  Three  Sets,  viz,  Irish,  Legal,  and  Miscellaneous.  Crown  Svo.  with  SI 
extremely  clever  and  comic  Illustrations,  (pub.  at  II.  It.),  cloth,  gilt,  9*.  1844 

"  This  is  an  extraordinary  performance.  Such  an  union  of  the  painter,  the  poet,  and  the  novelist, 
in  one  person,  is  unexampled.  A  tithe  of  the  talent  that  goes  to  making  the  stories  would  set  np 
a  dozen  of  annual  writers ;  and  a  tithe  of  the  inventive  genius  that  is  displayed  in  the  illustrations 
would  furniah  a  gallery."— Spectator. 

DIBDIN'S  BIBLIOMANIA,  OR  BOOK-MADNESS. 

A  Bibliographical  Romance,  New  Edition,  with  considerable  Additions,  including  a  Key  to  the 
assumed  Characters  in  the  Drama,  and  a  Supplement.  2  vols.  royal  Svo,  handsomely  printed, 
embellished  by  numerous  Woodcuts,  many  of  which  are  now  first  added,  (pub.  at  31.  3*.),  cloth, 
II.  llt.M.  Large  Paper,  imperial  Svo,  of  which  onlyvery  few  copies  were  printed,  (pub.at  5J.5*.), 
cloth,  32. 13l.  6a.  1842 

This  celebrated  Work,  which  unites  the  entertainment  of  a  romance  with  the  most  valuable 
information  on  all  bibliographical  subjects,  has  long  been  very  scarce  and  sold  for  considerable 
sums— the  small  paper  for  81.  8s,  and  the  large  paper  for  upwards  of  50  guineas  1  1  I 

DRAKE'S  SHAKSPEARE  AND  HIS  TIMES, 

Including  the  Biography  of  the  Poet,  Criticisms  on  his  Genius  and  Writings,  a  new  Chronology 
of  bis  Plays,  and  a  History  of  the  Manners,  Customs,  and  Amusements.  Superstitions,  Poetry,  and 
Literature  of  the  Elizabethan  Era.  2  vols.4to,  (above  1400  pages),  with  fine  Portrait  and  a  Plate 
of  Autographs,  (pub.  at  51.5*.),  cloth,  II.  It.  1817 

"  A  masterly  production,  the  publication  of  which  will  form  an  epoch  in  the  Shaksperian  his- 
tory of  this  country.  It  comprises  also  a  complete  and  critical  analysis  of  all  the  Plays  and 
Poems  of  Shakspeare;  and  a  comprehensive  and  powerful  sketch  of  the  contemporary  litera- 
ture."— Gentleman'*  Magazine. 

ENGLISH  CAUSES  CELEBRES, 

OR,  REMARKABLE  TRIALS.    Square  12mo,  (pub.  at  4s.},  ornamental  wrapper,  2«.  1844 

FENN'S  PASTON  LETTERS. 

Original  Letters  of  the  Paston  Family,  Written  during  the  Rpitms  of  Henry  VI,  Edward  IV,  and 
Richard  III.,  by  various  Persons  of  Rank  and  Consequence,  chiefly  on  Historical  Subjects.  New 
Edition,  with  Notes  and  Corrections,  complete  in  2  vols.  bound  in  1,  square  12mo,  (pub.  at  10*.}, 
cloth  gilt,  7«.  6d.  Quaintly  bound  in  maroon  morocco,  carved  boards,  in  the  early  style,  gilt 
edges,  lb«. 

The  original  edition  of  this  very  curious  and  interesting  series  of  historical  Letters  is  a  rare 
book,  and  sells  for  upwards  of  ten  guineas.  The  present  is  not  an  abridgment,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed from  its  form,  but  gives  the  whole  matter  bv  omitting  the  duplicate  version  of  the  letter* 
uriitcn  in  an  obsolete  language,  and  adopting  only  the  more  modern, readable  version  published 
by  Fenn. 

"The  Paston  Letters  are  an  important  testimonr  to  the  prorresnive  condition  of  society,  and 
come  in  as  a  precious  link  in  the  chain  of  the  moral  history  of  England,  which  they  alone  in  this 
period  supply.  They  stand  indeed  singly  in  Europe."— llaltam. 

FIELDING'S  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE, 

COMPLETE  IN  ONE  VolAMi:.  (Tom  Jones,  Amelia,  Jonathan  Wild,  Joseph  Andrews, 
Plays.  Essays,  and  Miscellanies.;  Medium  Svo,  with  20  capital  Plates  by  CBUIKSHAH «,  (pub.  at 
I«.H«.),  cloth,  gilt,  14«.  1MB. 

"Of  all  the  works  of  imagination  to  which  English  renius  has  given  or^in,  the  writings  of 
Henry  Fielding  are  perhaps  most  decidedly  and  exclusively  her  own."— Sir  Walter  Scott. 

"The  pro*  Homer  of  human  n*tu«."-I*rd  Br«m. 
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FOSTER'S  ESSAYS  ON  DECISION  OF  CHARACTER; 

On  a  Man's  Writing  Memoirs  of  Himself;  on  the  epithet  Romantic;  on  the  Aversion  of  Men  of 
Taste  to  Evangelical  Religion,  &c.    Fcap.  8vo,  Eighteenth  Edition,  (pub.  at  6s.),  cloth,  5s.       1844 
"I  have  read  with  the  greatest  admiration  the  Essays  of  Mr.  Foster.    He  is  one  of  the  most 
profound  and  eloquent  writers  that  England  has  produced  "—Sir  James  Mackintosh. 

FOSTER'S  ESSAY  ON  THE  EVILS  OF  POPULAR  IGNORANCE. 

New  Edition,  elegantly  printed,  in  fcap.  8vo,  now  first  uniform  with  his  Essays  on  Decision  of 

Character,  cloth,  5s.  1844 

"  Mr.  Foster  always  considered  this  his  hest  work,  and  the  one  by  which  he  wished  his  literary 

"  A  work  which,  popular  and  admired  as  it  confessedly  is,  has  never  met  with  the  thousandth 
part  of  the  attention  which  it  deserves."— Dr.  Pye  Smith. 

CAZETTEER.-NEW  EDINBURGH  UNIVERSAL  GAZETTEER, 

AND  GEOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY,  more  complete  than  any  hitherto  published.  New 
Edition,  revised  and  completed  to  the  Present  Time,  by  JOHN  THOMSON,  (Editor  of  the  Universal 
Atlas,  &c.),  very  thick  8vo,  (1040  pages),  Maps,  (pub. at  18s.),  cloth,  12*.  Edinburgh.  1846 

This  comprehensive  volume  is  the  latest,  and  by  far  the  best  Universal  Gazetteer  of  its  size.  It 
includes  a  full  account  of  Affghanistan,  New  Zealand,  &c.  &c. 

GEORGIAN  ERA,  OR  MODERN  BRITISH  BIOGRAPHY, 

Comprising  Memoirs  of  the  Most  Eminent  Persons  who  have  flourished  in  Great  Britain  from 
the  Accession  of  George  the  First  to  the  Demise  of  George  the  Fourth,  4  vols.  small  8vo.,  Portraits 
on  steel,  (pub.  at  ll.  12s.),  cloth  gilt,  16s.  1832 

GLEIG'S  MEMOIRS  OF  WARREN  HASTINGS, 

First  Governor  General  of  Bengal.    3  vols.  STO,  fine  Portrait  (pub.  at  21.  5s.),  cloth,  ll.  Is.         1841 

GOLDSMITH'S  WORKS, 

with  a  LIFE  and  NOTES.  4  vols.  fcap.  8vo,  with  engraved  Titles  and  Plates  by  STOTHABB  and 
CBUIKHHAMK.  New  and,  elegant  Edition  (pub.  at  ll.),  extra  cloth,  12s.  1845 

"Can  any  author — can  even  Sir  Walter  Scott,  be  compared  with  Goldsmith  for  the  variety, 
beauty,  and  power  of  his  composition?  You  may  take  him  and  '  cut  him  out  in  little  stars,'  so 
many  lights  does  he  present  to  the  imagination."— Athenaeum. 

"  The  volumes  of  Goldsmith  will  ever  constitute  one  of  the  most  precious  '  wells  of  English  un- 
defiled.'" — Quarterly  Review. 

GORDON'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CREEK  REVOLUTION, 

And  of  the  Wars  and  Campaigns  arising  from  the  Struggles  of  the  Greek  Patriots  in  emancipating 
their  Country  from  the  Turkish  Yoke.  By  the  late  THOMAS  GORDON.  General  of  a  Division  of 
the  Greek  army.  Second  Edition,  2  vols.  Svo.,  Maps  and  Plans,  (pub.  at  ll.  10s.),  cloth,  10s.  firf. 

CELL'S  (SIR  WILLIAM)  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  ROME  AND  ITS  VICINITY.   ™ 

An  improved  Edition,  complete  in  1  vol.  Svo,  with  several  Plates,  cloth,  12s.  With  a  very  large 
Map  of  Rome  and  its  Environs  (from  a  most  careful  trigonometrical  survey),  mounted  on  cloth, 
and  folded  in  a  case  so  as  to  form  a  volume.  Together  2  vols.  Svo,  cloth,  ll.  Is.  1846 

"These  volumes  are  so  replete  with  what  is  valuable,  that  were  we  to  employ  our  entire  journal, 
vre  could,  after  all,  afford  out  a  meagre  indication  of  their  interest  and  worth.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
lasting  memorial  of  eminent  literary  exertion,  devoted  to  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and  one 
dear,  not  only  to  every  scholar,  but  to  every  reader  of  intelligence  to  whom  the  truth  of  history 
is  an  object  of  consideration." 

GRANVILLE'S  (DR.)  SPAS  OF  ENGLAND 

and  Principal  Sea  Bathing  Places.  3  vols.  post  Svo,  with  large  Map,  and  upwards  of  SO  beautiful 
Woodcuts  (pub.  at  ll.  13s.),  cloth,  15s.  1841 

CRANVILLE'S  (DR.)  SPAS  OF  GERMANY. 

8vo,  with  39  Woodcuts  and  Maps  (pub.  at  18s.),  cloth,  9».  1843 

HEEREN'S  (PROFESSOR)  HISTORICAL  WORKS, 

Translated  from  the  German,  viz. — ASIA,  New  Edition,  complete  in  2  vols. — AFBICA,  2  vols.— 
Buttons  AND  ITS  COLONIES,  1  vol. — ANCIENT  GREECE,  and  HISTORICAL  TREATISES,  1  vol. 
— MAHUAL  OF  ANCIENT  HISTORY,  1  vol.— together  7  vols.  Svo  (pub.  at  7Z.),  cloth  lettered,  uniform. 
31.  10s.  *,*  New  and  complete  Editions,  with  General  Indexes. 

"  Professor  Heeven's  Historical  Researches  stand  in  the  very  highest  rank  among  those  with 
which  modern  Germany  has  enriched  the  Literature  of  Europe." — Quarterly  Review. 

HEEREN'S  HISTORICAL  RESEARCHES  INTO  THE  POLITICS,  INTER- 
COURSE. AND  TRADES  OF  THE  ANCIENT  NATIONS  OF  AFRICA;  including  the  Car- 
thaginians,  Ethiopians,  and  Egyptians.  Second  Edition,  corrected  throughout,  with  an  Index, 
Life  of  the  Author,  new  Appendixes,  and  other  Additions.  2  vols.  Svo  (pub.  at  ll.  10s.),  cloth,  ll.  4s. 

Oxford,  Talboys,  1838 

HEEREN'S  HISTORICAL  RESEARCHES  INTO  THE  POLITICS,  INTER- 
COURSE, AND  TRADES  OF  THE  ANCIENT  NATIONS  OF  ASIA;  including  the  Persians, 
Phoenicians,  Babylonians,  Scythians,  and  Indians.  New  and  improved  Edition,  complete  in  2 
vols.  Svo,  elegantly  printed  (pub.  originally  at  21.  5s.),  cloth,  ll.  4s.  1846 

"  One  of  the  most  valuable  acquisitions  made  to  our  historical  stories  since  the  days  of  Gibbon." 
—Attttnctum. 
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HEEREN'S   MANUAL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  POLITICAL  SYSTEM  OF 

EUROPE  AND  ITS  COLONIES,  from  its  formation  at  the  close  of  the  Fifteenth  Century,  to  its 
re-establishment  upon  the  Fall  of  Napoleon,  translated  from  the  Fifth  German  Edition.  New 
Edition,  complete  in  1  vol.  8vo,  cloth,  14«.  1846 

"The  best  History  of  Modern  Europe  that  has  yet  appeared,  and  it  is  likely  long  to  remain 
without  a  rival."— Atheiutum. 

"A  work  of  sterling  value,  which  will  diffuse  useful  knowledge  for  generation*,  after  all  tK<s 
•hallow  pretenders  to  that  distinction  arc  fortunately  forgotten." — Literary  Gazette. 

HEEREN'S     ANCIENT    GREECE,  translated  by  BANCROFT;   and  HISTORICAL 

TREATISES  ;  viz.:-I.  The  Political  Consequences  of  the  Reformation.  II.  The  Rise,  Prunes-!, 
and  Practicf.1  Influence  of  Political  Theor  es.  III.  The  Rise  and  Growth  of  the  Continental 
Interests  of  Great  Britain.  In  1  voL  Svo,  with  Index,  cloth,  lo«.  1847 

HEEREN'S     MANUAL    OF    ANCIENT     HISTORY, 

Particularly  with  Regard  to  the  Constitutions,  the  Commerce,  and  the  Colonies  of  the  State*  of 
Antiquity.  Third  Edition,  corrected  and  improved.  Svo  (pur,,  at  15*.),  cloth,  12«. 

•«•  A'eic  Edition,  with  Index.  1S47 

"\Ve  never  remember  to  have  seen  a  Work  in  which  so  much  useful  knowledge  was  condensed 
into  so  small  a  compass  A  careful  examination  convinces  us  that  this  book  will  be  useful  for  oar 
English  higher  schools  or  colleges,  »nd  will  contribute  to  direct  attention  to  the  better  and  more 
instructive  parts  of  history.  The  translation  is  executed  with  great  fidelity."— Quarterly  Jaunt, 
of  Education. 

HEEREN'S  MANUAL  OF  ANCIENT  GEOGRAPHY. 

For  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Private  Tuition.  Compiled  from  the  Works  of  A.  H.  L.  HEBRET. 
12mo,  (pub.  at  2».  Gd.),  cloth,  2*.  Oitford,  Talboyi,  1SV 

"  An  excellent  and  most  useful  little  volume,  and  admirably  adapted  for  the  use  of  schools  a.i« 
private  instruction." — Literary  frczetle. 

"  A  valuable  addition  to  our  list  of  school  books." — Athenaum. 

JACOB'S    HISTORICAL   INQUIRY    INTO  THE  PRODUCTION   AND   CON- 

SUMPTION  OF  THE  PRECIOUS  METALS,  1  »ols.  8v^  ipub.  at  II.  4*.),  cloth  16*.  1S31 

JAMES'S  WILLIAM  THE  THIRD, 

Comprising  the  History  of  his  Reign,  illustrated  in  a  series  of  unpublished  .etters,  addressed  to 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  by  JA.MKS  VERSOS,  Secretary  of  State,  with  Introduction  and  Notes 
by  G.  P.  R.  JAMES,  Esq.,  3  vols.  8vo.,  Portraits,  (pub.  at  21.  2«.),  cloth,  18*.  1841 

JOHNSON'S  (DR.)  ENGLISH  DICTIONARY. 

Printed  verbatim  from  the  Author's  last  Folio  Edition.  With  all  the  Example*  in  fu.l.  To  which 
are  prsfixcd,  a  History  of  the  Language,  and  an  English  Grammar.  One  large  vol.  imperial  Svo, 
(pub.  at  2/.2«.),  cloth,  II.  St.  1840 

KNIGHT'S  JOURNEY-BOOKS  OF  ENGLAND. 

BERKSHIRE,  including  a  full  Description  of  Windsor.    With  23  Engravingsoa  Wood,  and  a 

large  illuminated  Map.    Reduced  to  1*.  6d. 

HAMPSHIRE,  including  the  Isle  of  \Vight.    With  32  Engravings  on  Wood,  and  a  large 

illuminated  Map.    Reduced  to  2*. 

DEKBYSH 1  RE,  including  the  Peak,  &c.    With  23  Engravings  on  Wood,  and  a  large  illuminated 

Map.    Reduced  to  1«.  (W. 

KENT.    With  58  Engravings  on  Wood,  and  a  large  illuminated  Man 

KNOWLES'S  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE, 

A  great  improvement  on  WALKER.    Royal  Svo  (pub.  at  H.  4«.),  cloth  lettered,  9t.  i.-^, 

This  highly  esteemed  and  very  comprehensive  Dictionary  comprises  90,000  words,  besides  12,000 
Classical  and  Scripture  names,  being  56,000  more  than  are  contained  in  the  usual  Editions  oi 
Walker. 

LACONICS:   OR,  THE  BEST  WORDS  OF  THE  BEST  AUTHORS. 

•  '.ili  Kdition.  3  vols.  ISaio,  with  elegant  Frontispieces,  containing  30  Portraits,  (pub.  at  13*.), 
cloth  gilt,  7«-  M.  Tilt,  1840 

This  pleasant  collection  of  pithy  and  sententious  readings,  from  the  best  English  authors  of  all 
ages,  has  long  enjoyed  great  and  deserved  popularity. 

LANE'S  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  MODERN  EGYPTIANS. 

A  New  and  pnlarar.l  Kdition,  with  great  Improvement*.  2vols.  8vo,  numrroua  Woodcuts, printed 
to  match  Wilkinson's  Ancient  Egyptians,  (pub.  at  I/.  s».),  cloth  gilt,  18*.  1942 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  accurate  than  Mr.  Lane's  descriptions ;  the  English  inhabitants  say  that 
reading  them  upon  the  spot,  they  cannot  detect  a  single  error."— Roberit. 

LEAKE'S  (COL.)  TRAVELS  IN  THE  MOREA. 

3  \ols.  Svo.  With  a  very  large  Map  of  the  Morea,  and  upwards  of  80  various  Maps,  Flans,  Plate* 
of  ancient  Greek  lu.criutions,  kc.  (Pub.  at  2/.  i«.),clotb,  U.  ««.  itc* 
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LISTER'S  LIFE  OF  EDWARD  FIRST  EARL  OF  CLARENDON. 

With  Original  Correspondence  and  Authentic  Papers,  never  before  published.  3  vols.  8vo,  Portrait, 
(pub.  at  2).  8*.),  cloth,  18s.  1838 

"  A  Work  of  laborious  research,  written  with  masterly  ability."— Atlas. 

LOCKHART'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO  &  NEW  SPAIN 

AND  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  CONQUISTADOR,  BERNAL  DIAZ  DEL  CASTILLO.  Written 
by  himself,  and  now  first  completely  translated  from  the  original  Spanish.  2  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at 
it  4«.),  cloth,  12s.  1844 

"Bernal  Diaz's  account  bears  all  the  marks  of  authenticity,  and  is  accompanied  with  such 
pleasant  naSvet£,  with  such  interesting  details,  and  such  amusing  vanity,  and  yet  so  pardonable  in 
an  old  soldier,  who  has  been,  as  he  boasts,  in  a  hundred  and  nineteen  battles,  as  renders  his  book 
one  of  the  most  singular  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  language."— Dr. Robertson  in  his  "History  o/ 
America." 

MARTIN'S  (MONTGOMERY)  BRITISH  COLONIAL  LIBRARY; 

Forming  a  popular  and  authentic  Description  of  all  the  Colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  and  em- 
bracing the  History-Physical  Geography— Geology— Climate— Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineral 


ment,'  the'  Hon.  East  India  Company,  &c.  Illustrated  by  original  Maps  and  Plates.  10  vols. 
foolscap  8vo,  (pub.  at  3i.),  cloth,  H.  15s. 

These  10  vols.  contain  the  5  vols.  8vo,  verbatim,  with  a  few  additions.  Each  volume  of  the  above 
series  is  complete  in  itself,  and  sold  separately,  as  follows,  at  3«.  6d. : — 

Vol.  I. — THE  CANADAS,  UPPER  AND  LOWER. 

Vol.  II. — NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  VAN  DIEMEN'S  LAND,  SWAN  RIVER,  and  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

Vol  III. — THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE,  MAURITIUS,  and  SEYCHELLES. 

Vol.  IV.— THE  WEST  INDIES.  Vol.  I.— Jamaica,  Honduras,  Trinidad,  Tobago,  Granada,  the 
Bahamas,  and  the  Virgin  Isles. 

Vol.  V.— THE  WEST  INDIES.  Vol.  II.— British  Guiana,  Barbadoes,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  De- 
merara,  Essequibo,  Berbice,  Anguilla,  Tortola,  St.  Kitt's,  Barbuda,  Antigua,  Montserrat,  Dominica, 
and  Nevis. 

Vol.  VI. — NOVA  SCOTIA,  NEW  BRUNSWICK,  CAPE  BRETON,  PRINCE  EDWARD'S  ISLE,  THE 
BERMUDAS,  NEWFOUNDLAND,  and  HUDSON'S  BAY. 

Vol.  VII.— GIBRALTAR,  MALTA,  THE  IONIAN  ISLANDS,  &c. 

Vol.  VIII.— THE  EAST  INDIES.    Vol.  I.  containing  Bengal,  Madras,  Bombay,  Agra,  &c. 

Vol.  IX.-THE  EAST  INDIES.    Vol.  II. 

Vol.  X.— BRITISH  POSSESSIONS  IN  THE  INDIAN  AND  ATLANTIC  OCEANS,  viz.— Ceylon,  Penang, 
Malacca,  Singapore,  Sierra  Leone,  the  Gambia,  Cape  Coast  Castle,  Accra,  the  Falkland  Islands, 
St.  Helena,  and  Ascension. 

MAXWELL'S  LIFE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON. 

3  handsome  volumes  8vo.  Embellished  with  numerous  highly-finished  Line-Engravings  by 
COOPER  and  other  eminent  artists,  consisting  of  Battle-pieces,  Portraits,  Military  Plans  and 
Maps;  besides  a  great  number  of  fine  Wood  Engravings.  (Pub.  at  b/.7«.),  elegant  in  gQt  cloth, 
II.  16s.  Large  paper,  India  proofs,  (pub.  at  ol.),  gilt  cloth,  3Z.  3s.  1839-41 

"Mr.  Maxwell's  'Life  of  the  Duk?  of  Wellington, 'in  our  opinion,  has  no  rival  among  similar 

publications  of  the  day We  pronounce  it  free  from  flattery  and  bombast,  succinct  and 

masterly The  type  and  meeaanical  execution  are  admirable;  the  plans  of  battles  and 

sieges  numerous,  ample,  and  useful;  the  portraits  of  the  Duke  and  his  warrior  contemporar.es 
many  and  faithful;  the  battle  pictures  animated  and  brilliant;  and  the  vignettes  of  costumes 
and  manners  worthy  of  the  military  genius  of  Horace  Vernet  himself." — Times. 

MILTON'S  WORKS,  BOTH  PROSE  AND  POETICAL, 

With  an  Introductory  Review,  by  FLETCHER,  complete  iii  1  thick  vol.  imperial  8vo,  (pub.  at 
II.  5«.),  cloth  lettered,  ll.  Is.  1838 

This  is  the  only  complete  edition  of  Milton's  Prose  Works,  at  a  moderate  price. 

MITFORD'S  HISTORY  OF  GREECE,   BY   LORD  REDESDALE, 

The  Chronology  corrected  and  compared  with  Clinton's  Fasti  Hellenici,  by  Kins,  (Cadell'B  list 
and  much  the  best  edition,  1838)  8  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  4J.4s.),  gilt  cloth,  2Z.12s.6d. 
— Tree-marbled  calf  extra,  by  CLARKE,  4Z.  14s.  6d. 

In  respect  to  this  new  and  improved  edition,  one  of  the  most  Eminent  scholars  of  the  present 
day  has  expressed  his  opinion  that  "  the  increased  advantages  given  to  it  have  doubled  the  original 
value  of  the  work." 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  numerous  additions  and  the  amended  Chronology,  from  that 
valuable  performance,  the  Fasti  Hellenici,  are  subjoined  in  the  shape  of  Notes,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  integrity  of  the  text. 

As  there  are  many  editions  of  Mitford's  Greece  before  the  public,  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe 
that  the  present  octavo  edition  is  the  only  one  which  contains  Mr.  King's  last  corrections  an«i 
additions  (which,  as  stated  in  his  advertisement,  are  material) ;  it  is  at  the  same  time  the  only 
edition  which  should  at  the  present  day  be  chosen  for  the  entleinan's  library,  being  the  hand 
•omest,  the  most  correct,  and  the  most  complete. 
c 
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MITFORD'S  HISTORY  OF  GREECE,  (continued) 

LOB    " 
he  IB 
researc 


D  BTBOR  says  of  Mitford,  "  His  is  the  best  Modern  History  of  Greece  in  any  language,  and 
perhaps  the  best  of  all  modern  historians  whatsoever,    llis  virtues  are  learuiug,  labour, 
ch,  and  earnestness." 
"Considered  with  respect,  not  only  to  the  whole  series  of  ancient  events  which  it  comprises,  but 

also  to  any  very  prominent  portion  of  that  series,  Mr.  Mitford'*  History  is  the  best  that  bus 

appeared  since  the  days  of  Xenophon."— Edinb.  Review. 

MORE'S  UTOPIA,  OR,  THE  HAPPY  REPUBLIC, 

A  Philosophical  Romance ;  to  which  is  added,  THE  NEW  ATLANTIS,  by  LOUD  BACOI.  ;  with  a 
Preliminary  Discourse,  and  Notes  by  3.  A.  ST.  JOBS,  fcap.  8vo,  (pub.  at  6*.),  cloth,  4».  W.-With 
the  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  by  SIB  JAMBS  MACKINTOSH,  2  vols.  foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  8*.  1845 

OSSIAN'S  POEMS, 

Translated  by  MACPHBBSOS,  with  Dissertations,  concerning  the  Era  and  Poems  of  Ossian;  and 
DB.  BLAIR'S  Critical  Dissertation,  complete  in  1  neatly  printed  vol.,  18mo,  frontispiece,  (pub.  at 
4*.),  cloth,  3«.  *  1844 

OUSELEY'S  (SIR  WILLIAM)  TRAVELS  IN  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES  OF  THE 
EAST,  MORE  PARTICULARLY  PERSIA  ;  with  Extracts  from  rare  and  valuable  Oriental 
Manuscripts,  and  80  plates  and  maps,  3  vols.  4to,  (pub.  at  III.),  extra  cloth  boards,  31.  3*.  1823 

PERCY'S  RELIOUES  OF  ANCIENT  ENGLISH  POETRY, 

Consisting  of  Old  Heroic  Ballads,  Songs,  and  other  Pieces  of  our  Earlier  Poets,  together  with 
some  few  of  later  date,  and  a  copious  Glossary,  complete  in  1  vol.,  medium  8vo.  New  and  elegant 
Edition,  with  beautifully  engraved  title  and  frontispiece,  by  Stephanoff,  (pub.  at  15*.),  cloth,  gilt, 

"But  above  all,  I  then  first  became  acquainted  with  Bp.  Percy's  '  Reliques  of  Ancient  Poetry.' 
his  first  time,  too,  I  could  scrape  a  few  shillings  together,  I  bought  unto  myself  a  copy  of  these 
beloved  volumes ;  nor  do  I  believe  1  ever  read  a  book  half  so  frequently,  or  with  half  the  enthu- 
siasm."—Sir  Walter  Scott. 

•'Percy'*  Reliques  are  the  most  agreeable  selection,  perhaps,  which  exists  in  any  language."- 

POPULAR  ERRORS,  EXPLAINED  AND  ILLUSTRATED, 

By  JOHN  TIMBS,  (Author  of  Laconics,  and  Editor  of  the  "Illustrated  London  News,")  thick 
fcap.  8vo,  closely  but  elegantly  printed,  frontispiece,  cloth,  reduced  to  a*.  1841 

PORTER'S  PROGRESS  OF  THE  NATION, 

In  its  various  Social  and  Economical  Relations,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  to 
the  present  Time,  3  vols.  post  8vo.,  (pub.  at  II.  4«.),  cloth,  i:j*.  64.  Chat,  knight,  1838-44 

PRIOR'S  LIFE  OF  EDMUND  BURKE, 

With  unpublished  Specimens  of  his  Poetry  and  Letters.  Third  and  much  improved  Edition,  8vo, 
Portrait  and  Autographs,  (pub.  at  14«.)>  gilt  cloth,  9i.  l&U 

"  Excellent  feeling,  in  perspicuous  and  forcible  language.' — Quarterly  Review. 

PRIOR'S  LIFE  OF  OLIVER  GOLDSMITH, 

From  a  variety  of  Original  Sources,  2  vols.  8vo,  handsomely  printed,  (pub.  at  \l.  10*.),  gilt  cloth, 
12«.  1837 

"The  solid  worth  of  this  biography  consists  in  the  many  striking  anecdotes  which  Mr  Prior 
has  gathered  in  the  course  of  his  anxious  researches  among  Goldsmith's  surviving  acquaintances, 
and  the  immediate  descendants  of  his  personal  friends  in  London,  and  relations  in  Ireland ;  above 
all,  in  the  rich  mass  of  the  poet's  own  familiar  letters,  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  biing  together 
for  the  first  time.  No  poet's  letters  in  the  world,  not  even  those  of  Cowper,  appear  to  us  more 
interesting."—  Quarterly  Review. 

RABELAIS'  WORKS,  BY  SIR  THOMAS  UROUHART, 

MOTTBUX,  and  OSBLL  ;  with  Explanatory  Notes  by  DUCBAT  and  others.    4  vols.  fcap.  8%t>,  (pnb. 

II.),  Cloth,  )(».  1*44 

Rabelais,  although  a  classic  in  every  European  language,  and  admitted  into  every  library,  is 
too  indecent  for  the  present  age,  and  should  not  be  put  in  the  way  of  females. 

'  Th  -  most  celebrated  and  certainly  the  most  brilliant  performance  In  the  oath  of  fiction  thar 
belongs  to  this  age,  is  that  of  Rabelais."— Ilallan't  Literature  of  Europe. 

"  1  class  Rabelais  with  the  great  creative  minds  of  the  world,  Shakespeare,  Dante,  Cervantes, 
Su  "— Coleridge. 

RAFFLES'  HISTORY  OF  JAVA,  AND  LIFE, 

Wh  an  Account  of  Benroolen,  and  Details  of  the  Commerce  and  Resource*  of  the  Indian  Archi- 
pelago   Edited  by  Lady  KAH-I.EB.    Together  4  vols.  Hvo,  and  a  »plendid  quarto  At.**,  containing 
P'.MUS  by  HA.-UBL,  many  finely  coloured,  (pub.  at  41. 14*.),  cloth,  2I.8*.         133046 
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RICH'S  BABYLON  AND  PERSEPOLIS, 

Viz.,  Narrative  of  a  Journey  to  the  Site  of  Babylon;  Two  Memoirs  on  the  Ruins;  Remarks  oa 
the  Topography  of  Ancient  Babylon,  by  Major  RKNNELL;  Narrative  of  a  Journey  to  Persepolis, 
with  hitherto  unpublished  Cuneiform  Inscriptions.  8vo.  Maps  and  Plates,  (pub.  at  ll.  Is.),  cloth, 
IDs.  6d.  Duncan,  1839 

RITSON'S  VARIOUS  WORKS  AND  METRICAL  ROMANCES, 

As  Published  by  Pickering,  the  Set,  viz.— Robin  Hood,  2  vols.— Annals  of  the  Caledonians, 
2  vols.— Ancient  Songs  and  Ballads,  2  vols.— Memoirs  of  the  Celts,  1  vol.— Life  of  King  Arthur, 
1  voi.— Ancient  Popular  Poetry,  1  vol.— Fairy  Tales,  1  vol.— Letters  and  Memoirs  of  Ritson,  2  vols. : 
together  12  vols.  post  8vo,  (pub.  at  61.  5s.  Cd.),  cloth,  gilt,  3J.  8s.  1827-38 

Or  separately  at  follows; 

RITSON'S  ROBIN  HOOD,  a  Collection  of  Ancient  Poems,  Songs,  and  Ballads,  relative  to  that 
celebrated  Outlaw;  with  Historical  Anecdotes  of  his  Life.    2  vols.  IBs. 

RITSON'S  ANNALS  OF  THE  CALEDONIANS,  PICTS,  AND  SCOTS.    2  vols.  )6». 
RITSON'S  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  CELTS  OR  GAULS.    10s. 
RITSON'S  ANCIENT  SONGS  AND  BALLADS.    2  vols.  ISs. 
RITSON'S  PIECES  Ol  ANCIENT  POPULAR  POETRY.    Post  8vo.  7«. 

RITSON'S  FAIRY  TALES,  now  first  collected;  to  which  are  prefixed  two  Dissertations— 1.  On 

Pigmies;  2.  On  Fairies,  8s. 

RITSON'S  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  JOSEPH  RITSON,  ESQ..  edited  from  Originals  in  the 
Possession  of  his  Nephew,  by  Sir  HARRIS  NICOLAS,  2  vols.  16s. 

"No  library  can  be  called  complete  in  old  English  lore,  which  has  not  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  laborious  and  successful  antiquary." — Athenaum. 

"  Joseph  Ritson  was  an  antiquary  of  the  first  order." — Quarterly  Review. 

ROBINSON  CRUSOE,  CABINET  PICTORIAL  EDITION, 

Including  his  further  Adventures,  with  Life  of  Defoe,  &c.,  upwards  of  60  fine  Wood-cuts,  from 
Designs  by  HARVEI,  fcap.Svo,  New  and  improved  Edition,  with  additional  Cuts,  cloth,  gilt,  5s.  1846 

The  only  small  edition  which  is  quite  complete. 

"  Perhaps  there  exists  no  work,  either  of  instruction  or  entertainment,  in  the  English  language, 
which  has  been  more  generally  read,  or  more  deservedly  admired,  than  the  LUe  and  Adventurua 
of  Robinson  Crusoe."— Sir  Walter  Scott. 

ROLLIN'S  ANCIENT  HISTORY, 

A  New  and  complete  Edition,  with  engraved  Frontispieces  and  7  Maps.  2  vols.  bound  in  1  gtout 
handsome  vol.  royal  8vo,  (pub.  at  \l.  4s.),  cloth,  12s.  1S44 

The  only  complete  edition  in  a  compact  form;  it  is  uniform  in  size  and  appearance  with 
Moxnn's  Series  of  Dramatists,  &c.  The  previous  editions  of  ilollin  in  a  single  volume  are  greatly 
abridged,  and  contain  scarcely  half  the  work. 

ROSCOE'S  LIFE  AND  PpNTIFICATE  OF  LEO  THE  TENTH. 

New  and  much  improved  Edition,  edited  by  his  Son,  THOMAS  ROSCOB.  Complete  in  2  stout  volw 
8vo,  closely  but  very  handsomely  printed,  illustrated  by  3  fine  Portraits,  and  numerous  illus- 
trative Engravings,  as  head  and  tail-pieces,  cloth,  ll.  4s.  1846 

ROSCOE'S  LIFE  OF  LORENZO  DE  MEDICI,  CALLED  "  THE  MAGNIFICENT." 

New  aud  much  improved  Edition,  edited  by  his  Son,  THOMAS  ROSCOE.  Complete  in  1  stout  vol. 
8vo,  closely  but  very  handsomely  printed,  illustrated  by  numerous  engravings,  introduced  as  head 
and  tail-pieces,  cloth,  12s.  1845 

"  I  hive  not  terms  sufficient  to  express  my  admiration  of  Mr.  Roscoe's  genius  and  erudition,  or 
my  gratitude  for  the  amusement  and  information  I  have  received.  I  recommend  his  labours  lo 
our  country  as  works  of  unquestionable  genius  and  uncommon  merit.  They  add  the  name  of 
Iloscoe  to  the  very  first  rank  of  English  Classical  Historians."— Matthias,  Purmtits  of  Literature. 

"Roscoe  is,  I  tnink,  by  far  the  best  of  our  Historians,  both  for  beauty  of  styl^  and  for  deep 
reflections ;  and  las  translations  of  poetry  are  equal  to  the  originals." —  fl'dlpole,  Earl  of  Orford. 

ROSCOE'S  ILLUSTRATIONS,  HISTORICAL  AND  CRITICAL, 

of  the  LIKB  OP  LORENZO  nu  MEDICI,  with  an  Appendix  of  Original  Documents.  8vo,  Poitrait 
of  Lorenzo,  and  Plates  (pub.  at  14s.),  boards,  Jj.,  or  in  4to,  printed  to  match  the  original  edition 
Portrait  and  Plates  (pub.  at  ll.  lit.  6rf.),  boards,  10s. 

*,*  This  volume  is  supplementiry  to  all  editions  of  the  work. 
SCOTT'S  (SIR  WALTER)  POETICAL  WORKS. 

Containing  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel,  Marmion,  Lady  of  the  Lake,  Don  Roderic,  Rokeby,  Bailaus, 
Lyrics,  and  Songs,  with  Notes  and  a  Life  of  the  Author,  complete  in  one  elegantly  printed  vol. 
18mo,  Portrait  and  irontispiece  ;pub.  at  5«.),  cloth,  3«.  6rf.  1S43 
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SHAKESPEARE'S  PLAYS  AND  POEMS. 

VALFY'B  CABIHBT  PICTORIAL  EDITION,  with  Life,  Glossarial  Note.,  and  Historical  Digest* of 
each  Play,  &c.  15  vols.  foolscap  8vo,  with  171  Plates  enslaved  on  Steel  after  desiifns  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished British  Artists,  also  Fac-similes  of  all  the  known  Autographs  of  Shakespeare  (puo  at 
31.  15».),  cloth,  richly  gilt,  2J.  5«.  1JJ43 

SHERIDAN'S  (THE  RIGHT  HON.  R.  BRINSLEY)  SPEECHES, 

with  a  Sketch  of  his  Life,  edited  by  a  Constitutional  Friend.  New  and  handsome  library  Edition, 
wifh  Portrait,  complete  in  3  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  2f.  M.),  cloth,  18».  1842 

"  Whatever  Sheridan  has  done,  has  been  par  excellence,  always  the  bett  of  its  kind.  He  has 
written  the  bett  comedy  (School  for  Scandal),  the  belt  drama  (The  Duenna),  the  bett  farce  (The 
Critic),  and  the  best  address  (Monologue  on  Garrick) :  and  to  crown  all,  delivered  the  very  best 
oration  (the  famous  Begum  Speech)  ever  conceived  or  heard  in  this  country."— Byro*. 

SMOLLETT'S  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE. 

Complete  in  1  vol.  (Roderick  Random,  Humphrey  Clinker,  Peregrine  Pickle,  Launcelot  Greaves, 
Count  Fathom,  Adventures  of  an  Atom,  Travels,  Plays,  &c.)  Medium  8vo,  with  21  capital  Plate* 
by  CRUIKSHANK  (pub.  at  II.  4t.),  cloth  gilt,  1-u.  1S45 

"  Perhaps  no  books  ever  written  excited  snch  peals  of  inextinguishable  laughter  as  Smollett's." 
-Sir  Walter  Seott. 

SOUTHEY'S  HISTORY  OF  BRAZIL. 

3  vols.  4to,  (pub.  at  71. 15*.),  cloth,  scarce,  21.  5».     "  1817 


To  which  are  added,  "  Attempts  in  Verse,"  by  Joan  JOXES,  an  Old  Servant.    Crown  Svo,  (pub. 
at  10*.  6d.) ,  cloth.  4*.  6d.  Hurra,,.  1836 


SOUTHEY'S  LIVES  OF  UNEDUCATED  POETS. 

i,  an  Old  Servant    t 

Murray, 

SPENSER'S  POETICAL  WORKS. 

Complete,  with  Introductory  Observations  on  the  Faerie  Queen,  and  Glossarial  Notes,  handsomely 
printed  in  5  vols.  post  Svo,  fine  Portrait  (pub.  at  22. 12*.  6d.),  cloth,  II.  U.  1844 

SWIFT'S  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE. 

Complete  in  2  vols.    Medium  Svo,  Portrait  (pub.  at  II.  12*.),  cloth  gilt,  U.  4*.  1848 

"Whoever  in  the  three  kingdoms  has  any  books  at  all,  has  Swift."— Lord  Ckuterfield. 

TUCKER'S  LIGHT  OF  NATURE  PURSUED. 

Complete  in  2  vols.  Svo  (pub.  at  II.  10*. ),  cloth,  15«.  1842 

"  The  'Light  of  Nature'  isawork  which,  after  much  consideration,  I  think  myself  authorised 
to  call  the  most  original  and  profound  that  has  ever  appeared  on  moral  philosophy." — Sir  Jamei 
Macki*totk. 

WADE'S  BRITISH  HISTORY,  CHRONOLOGICALLY  ARRANGED. 

Comprehending  a  classified  Analysis  of  Events  and  Occurrenceb  m  Church  and  State,  and  of  the 
Constitutional,  Political,  Commercial,  Intellectual,  and  Social  Progress  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
from  the  First  Invasion  by  the  Romans  to  the  Accession  of  Queen  Victoria,  with  very  copious 
Index  and  Supplement.  New  Edition.  1  large  and  remarkably  thick  voL  royal  Svo  (12uO  pages), 
cloth,  18».  1847 

WATERSTON'S  CYCLOP/EDIA  OF  COMMERCE, 

MERCANTILE  LAW,  FINANCE,  COMMERCIAL  GEOGRAPHY  AND  NAVIGATION. 
New  Edition,  including  the  NEW  TARIFF  (complete  to  the  present  time)  ;  the  FREKCH  TARIFF, 
as  far  as  it  concerns  this  country :  and  a  Treatise  on  the  Principles,  Practice,  and  History  of 
Commerce,  by  J.  R.  M'CULLOCH.  One  very  thick,  closely  printed  vol.  Svo  (900  pages),  with  four 
maps  (pub.  at  II.  4*.),  extra  cloth,  Hit.  M.  1S4J 

"  This  capital  work  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  manual  to  every  commercial  man,  and  a 
useful  book  to  the  general  reader. 

WHYTE'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  BRITISH  TURF, 

FROM  THE  EARLIEST  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRESENT  DAT.  3  vol*.  Svo,  Plates,  (pub.  at 
It.  8f.;,  cloth,  12*.  1846 

WILLIS'S  PENCILLINCS  BY  THE  WAY. 

A  new  and  beautiful  Edition,  with  additions,  fcap.  Sro,  fine  Portrait  and  Plate*,  (pub.  at  6«.),  extra 
red  Turkey  cloth,  richly  gilt  back,  4*.  W. 

"A  livelv  record  of  first  lmpre**ions,  conveying  vividly  what  was  seen,  heard,  and  felt,  by  aa 
rctive  ana  inquisitive  traveller,  through  some  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  Europe.  ll\t 
curiosity  and  love  of  enterprise  are  unbounded.  The  narrative  is  told  in  e*»y,  fluent  laaguAge. 
with  *  poet's  power  of  Illustration."— £4ijU>ury A  Rerteic. 
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BAXTER'S  (RICHARD;  PRACTICAL  WORKS, 

With  an  Account  of  the  Author,  and  an  Essay  on  his  Genius,  Works,  and  limes,  4  vols.  imperial 
8vo,  portrait,  (pub. at  41.  4s.)  cloth,  21.  lit.  6d.  1845 

BINCHAM'S  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

New  and  improved  Edition,  carefully  revised,  with  an  enlarged  Index.  2  vols.  imperial  8vo,  cloth, 
ll.U*.6d.  1846 

"  Bingham  is  a  writer  who  does  equal  honour  to  the  English  clergy  and  to  the  English  nation 
and  whose  learning  is  only  to  be  equalled  by  his  moderation  and  impartiality."— Quarterly  Review. 

BUNYAN'S  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS. 

Quite  complete,  with  a  Life  and  Notes,  by  the  Rev.  T.  SCOTT.  Fcap.  12mo,  with  25  fine  full-sized 
Woodcuts  oy  HARVEY,  containing  all  in  Souther's  edition ;  also,  a  fine  Frontispiece  and  Vignette, 
cloth,  3*.  6d.  1844 

CALMET'S  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  BIBLE,  WITH  THE  BIBLICAL  FRAG- 
MENTS, by  the  late  CHARLES  TAYLOR.  5  vols.  4to,  illustrated  by  202  Copper-plate  Engravings. 
Eighth  greatly  enlarged  Edition,  beautifully  printed  on  fine  wove  paper  (pub.  at  101. 10*.),  gilt 
cloth,  41. 14*.  6d.  1847 

"  Mr.  Taylor's  improved  edition  of  Calmet's  Dictionary  is  indispensably  necessary  to  every 
Biblical  Student.  The  additions  made  under  the  title  of  'Fragments,'  are  extracted  from  the 
most  rare  and  authentic  Voyages  and  Travels  into  Judea  and  other  Oriental  countries ;  and  com- 
prehend an  assemblage  of  curious  and  illustrative  descriptions,  explanatory  of  Scripture  incidents, 
customs,  and  manners,  which  could  not  possibly  be  explained  by  any  other  medium.  The  nume- 
rous engravings  throw  great  light  on  Oriental  customs/'— Home. 

CALMET'S    DICTIONARY    OF    THE    HOLY    BIBLE, 

Abridged,  1  large  vol.  imperial  8vo,  Woodcuts  and  Maps  (pub.  at  li.  4s.),  cloth,  15».  1847 

GARY'S  TESTIMONIES  OF  THE  FATHERS  OF  THE  FIRST   FOUR  CENTU- 

KIES,  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  DOCTRINES  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND 
as  set  forth  in  the  XXXIX  Articles,  8vo,  (pub.  at  12».),  cloth,  7«.  6d.  Oxford.  Talboyt. 

"  This  Work  may  be  classed  with  those  of  Pearson  and  Bishop  Bull ;  and  such  a  classification 
is  no  mean  honour."— Church  of  England  Quarterly. 

CHARNOCK'S    DISCOURSES   UPON  THE   EXISTENCE  AND  ATTRIBUTES 

OF  SOD.    Complete  in  one  thick  closely  printed  volume,  8vo,  with  Portrait  (pub.  at  14s.),  cloth, 

"  Perspicuity  and  depth,  metaphysical  sublimity  and  evangelical  simplicity,  immense  learning 
but  irrefragable  reasoning,  conspire  to  render  this  performance  one  of  the  most  inestimable  pro- 
ductions that  ever  did  honour  to  the  sanctified  judgment  and  genius  of  a  human  being."— Toplady 

CHRISTIAN  EVIDENCES. 

Containing  the  following  esteemed  Treatises,  with  Prefatory  Memoirs  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  MKMKS, 
LL.D.,  viz.— Watson's  Apology  for  Christianity;  Watson's  Apology  for  the  Bible;  Paley's  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity;  Paley's  Horse  Paulina:;  Jenyn's  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Christian 
Religion ;  Leslie's  Truth  of  Christianity  Demonstrated;  Leslie's  Short  and  Easy  Method  with  the 
Deists ;  Leslie's  Short  and  Easy  Method  with  the  Jews ;  Chandler's  Plain  Reasons  for  being  a 
Christian;  Lyttleton  on  the  Conversion  of  St.  Paul;  Campbell's  Dissertation  on  Miracles;  Sher- 
lock's Trial  of  the  Witnesses,  with  Sequel ;  West  on  the  Resurrection.  In  1  vol.  royal  8vo.,  (pub. 
at  14s.),  cloth,  10s.  1845 

CHRISTIAN  TREASURY. 


.aony  of  all  the  Prophets ;  Less's  Authenticity, , .  

New  Testament;  Stuarf  s  Letters  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ.    In  1  vol.  royal  8vo.,  (pub.  at  12s  ), 
cloth,  8s.  18*4 
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CRUDEN'S  CONCORDANCE  TO  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT, 

revised  and  condensed  by  G.  U.  HASNAT,  thick  18mo.  beautifully  printed  (pub.  at  6*.),  cloth, 
3«-  6d.  1844 

"An  extremely  pretty  and  very  cheap  edition.  It  contains  all  that  ic  useful  in  the  original 
work,  omitting  only  prepositions,  conjunctions,  &c.,  which  can  never  be  made  available  for  pur- 
poses of  reference.  Indeed  it  is  all  that  the  Scripture  student  can  desire."— Guardian. 

DONNE'S  (DR.  JOHN)  WORKS. 

Including  his  Sermons,  Devotions,  Poems,  Letters,  &c.,  edited,  with  a  new  Memoir  by  the  Rev. 
HKMBY  ALFORD.  6  handsome  vols.  8vo,  with  fine  Portrait  after  Vandyck  (pub.  at  3/.  12*.),  extra 
cloth,  reduced  to  1.'.  16*.  Parker,  1.1:49 

"We  cannot  forbear  repeating  Mr.  Coleridge's  question,  'Why  are  not  Donne's  volumes  of  Ser- 
mons reprinted  ?  '  His  Life  is  published  in  a  cheap  form  by  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge,  and  deservedly  so  in  every  respect;  but  why  does  Oxford  allow  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty  Sermons  of  the  greatest  Preacher  of  the  seventeenth  century— the  admired  of  all  hearers — 
to  remain  all  but  totally  unknown  to  the  students  in  divinity  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  the 
literary  world  in  general  ?"— Quarterly  Review,  voL  lix.  p.  6. 

FULLER'S  (REV.  ANDREW*  COMPLETE  WORKS; 

With  a  Memoir  of  his  Life,  by  his  Son,  one  large  vol.  imperial  Svo,  New  Edition,  Portrait  (pub.  at 
1MO..),  cloth.  U.S..  "  1845 

GREGORY'S  (DR.  OLINTHUS)  LETTERS  ON  THE  EVIDENCES,  DOCTRINES, 

AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION,  addressed  to  a  Priend.  Eighth  Edition, 
with  many  Additions  and  Corrections.  Complete  in  1  thick  well-printed  volume,  fcap.  Svo,  (pub. 
at  7«.W.),  cloth,  5«.  W 

"We  earnestly  recommend  this  work  to  the  attentive  perusal  of  all  cultivated  minds.  We  are 
acquainted  with  no  book  in  the  circle  of  English  literature,  which  is  equally  calculated  to  give 
young  persons  just  views  of  the  evidence,  the  nature,  and  the  importance  of  revealed  religion." — 

GRAVES'S  (DEAN)  WHOLE  WORKS. 

Now  first  collected,  comprising  Essay  on  the  Character  of  the  Apostles  and  Evangelists ;  Lectures 
on  the  Four  last  Books  of  the  Pentateuch;  Proofs  of  the  Trinity ;  Absolute  Predestination  com- 
pared with  the  Scripture  statement  of  the  Justice  of  God  ;  and  Sermons ;  with  Life  by  his  Son, 
Dr.  R.  U.  GRA  v«s.  4  vols.  Svo,  handsomely  printed,  Portrait  (pub.  at  2/.  1C*.),  cloth,  \l.  Si.  1840 

GRAVES'S  (DEAN)  LECTURES  ON  THE  PENTATEUCH. 

Svo.  New  Edition  (pub.  at  13*.},  cloth,  9*.  1846 

HALL'S  (BISHOP)  ENTIRE  WORKS, 

With  an  Account  of  his  Life  and  Sufferings.  New  Edition,  with  considerable  Additions,  a  Trans- 
lation of  all  the  Latin  Pieces,  and  a  Glossary,  Indices,  and  Notes,  by  the  RRV.  PRTBB  HALL, 
ISvols.  Svo.  Portrait,  (pub.  at  11.  4*.),  cloth,  5J.  Oxford,  Talboyt,  1837-39 

HALL'S  (THE  REV.  ROBERT)  COMPLETE  WORKS, 

With  a  Memoir  of  his  Life  by  Dr.  OLINTHUS  GBBOOBT,  and  Observations  on  his  Character  as  a 
Preacher,  by  JOHN  FOSTKB,  Author  of  Essays  on  Popular  Ignorance,  &c.,  6  vols.  Svo,  handsomely 
printed,  with  beautiful  Portrait,  (pub.  at  31. 16*. ),  cloth,  contents  lettered.  If.  i  It.  M. 
The  same,  printed  in  a  smaller  site,  6  vols.  fcap.  Svo,  II.  1*.,  cloth,  lettered. 

"  Whoever  wishes  to  see  the  English  language  in  its  perfection  must  read  the  writing*  of  that 
(treat  Divine,  Robert  Hall.  He  combines  the  beauties  of  Johnson,  Addison,  and  Burke,  without 
their  imperfections."— Dugall  Stewart. 

"  I  cannot  do  better  than  refer  the  academic  reader  to  the  immortal  works  of  Robert  HalL  For 
moral  grandeur,  for  Christian  truth,  and  for  sublimity,  we  may  doubt  whether  they  have  their 
match  in  the  sacred  oratory  of  any  age  or  country."— Profeuor  iWj/icir*. 

"  The  name  of  Robert  Hall  will  be  placed  by  posterity  among  the  best  writers  of  the  age,  at 
well  as  the  most  vigorous  defenders  of  religious  truth,  and  the  brighte»t  examples  of  Christian 
charity."— Sir  /.  Maekinto*. 

HENRY'S  (MATTHEW)  COMMENTARY  ON  THE  BIBLE.  BY  BICKERSTETH, 

In  6  vols.  Oto,  New  Edition,  printed  on  fine  paper  (pub.  at  91.  9«.),  cloth,  4/.  14*.  64. 

HOPKINS'S  (BISHOP)  WHOLE  WORKS, 

With  a  Memoir  of  the  Author,  In  1  thick  vol.  royal  Svo,  (pub.  at  18*.],  cloth,  »..  The  same,  with 
a  very  extensive  general  Index  of  Texts  and  Subjecta,  3  vols.  royal  Svo,  (pub.  at  U4i.),  chj^h. 

"Bishop  Hopkins's  works  form  of  themselves  a  sound  body  of  divinity  fle  it  clear,  vehement 
v»d  »«rsuasi--«."— Uicktrttitk. 
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HILL'S  (REV.  ROWLAND)  MEMOIRS, 

By  his  Friend,  the  Rev.  W.  JONES,  edited,  with  a  Preface,  by  the  Rev.  JAMKS  SHBBMAN,  (Row- 
land Hill's  Successor,  as  Minister  of  Surrey  Chapel.)  Second  Edition,  carefully  revised,  thick 
post  8vo,  fine  steel  Portrait,  (pub.  at  10*.),  cloth,  5*.  1845 

HOWE'S    WORKS, 

With  Life  by  CALAMY,  one  large  vol.  imperial  8vo,  Portrait,  (published  at  II.  16*.),  cloth,  11.  lo«. 

1838 

"  I  have  learned  far  more  from  John  Howe,  than  from  any  other  author  I  ever  read.  There  is 
an  astonishing  magnificence  in  his  conceptions.  He  was  unquestionably  the  greatest  of  the 
puritan  dmnes."-Robert  Hall. 

HUNTINGDON'S  (COUNTESS  OF)  LIFE  AND  TIMES. 

By  a  Member  of  the  Houses  of  Shirley  and  Hastings.  Sixth  Thousand,  with  a  copious  Index. 
2  large  vols.  8vo,  Portraits  of  the  Countess,  Whitefield,  and  Wesley,  (pub.  at  I/. 4*.),  cloth,  14».  184 


HUNTINCTON'S     (REV.    W.)    WORKS,    EDITED     BY     HIS     SON, 

6  vols.  8vo,  Portraits  and  Plates  (published  at  SZ.  18*.  6d),  cloth,  2i.  5*. 

LEICHTON'S  (ARCHBISHOP)  WHOLE  WORKS; 

To  which  is  prefixed  a  Life  of  the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  N.  T.  PBARSON.  New  Edition,  2  thick  »"l«, 
8vo,  Portrait,  (pub.  at  ll.  4s.) ,  extra  cloth,  16*.  l*MJ 

The  only  complete  Edition. 

LEIGHTON'S  COMMENTARY  ON  PETER; 

With  Life  by  PBABSON,  complete,  in  1  thick  handsomely  printed  vol.  8vo,  Portrait,  (pub.  at  12*.), 
cloth,  9*.  1846 

M'CRIE'S    LIFE    OF    JOHN     KNOX, 

\Vith  Illustrations  of  the  History  of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland.  New  Edition,  with  numerous 
AdditionSS  a  Memoir,  &c.,  bjF  Andrew  Crichton.  Fcap.  8vo  (pub.  at  5*.),  cloth,  8*.  6d.  I84f 

MAGEE'S  (ARCHBISHOP)  WORKS, 

Comprising  Discourses  and  Dissertations  on  the  Scriptural  Doctrines  of  Atonement  and  Sacri- 
fice; Sermons,  and  Visitation  Charges.  With  a  Memoir  of  his  Life  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  KBHNT, 
D.D.  2  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  II.  6*.),  cloth,  18*.  1842 

"  Discovers  such  deep  research,  yields  so  much  valuable  information,  and  affords  so  many  helps 
to  the  refutation  of  error,  as  to  constitute  the  most  valuable  treasure  of  biblical  learning,  of  whicb 
a  Christian  scholar  can  be  possessed."— Christian  Observer. 

MANUSCRIPT  SERMONS, 

A  Series  of  Sixty  English  Sermons  on  the  Doctrine,  Principles,  and  Practice  of  Christianity, 
adapted  to  the  Pulpit,  by  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  complete  in  15  parts,  small  4to,  {each  containing 
four  Sermons),  Lithographed  on  Writing  Paper  to  resemble  MSS.  (pub.  at  31. 15*.),  jo«.  6. 

MOORE'S  (HANNAH)  WORKS, 

With  a  Memoir  and  Notes,  9  vols.  fcap.  Svo,  fine  Portrait  and  Frontispieces,  gilt  cloth  (pub.  at 
21.  5*.),  U.  11«.  6d.  Fisher,  1840 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  LIFE, 

By  the  RBV.  HENBY  THOMSON,  post  Svo,  printed  uniformly  with  her  works,  Portrait,  and  wood 
engravings,  (pub.  at  12*.),  extra  cloth,  6*.  Cadell,  1838 

"  This  may  be  called  the  official  edition  of  Hannah  More's  Life.  It  brings  so  much  new  and 
interesting  matter  into  the  field  respecting  her,  that  it  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome  from  the 
public.  Among  the  rest,  the  particulars  of  most  of  her  publications  wUl  reward  the  curiosity  of 
literary  readers." — Literary  Gazette. 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  SPIRIT  OF  PRAYER, 

Fcap.  Svo,  Portrait,  (pub.  at  6*.),  cloth,  4».  Cadell,  1843 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  STORIES  FOR  THE  MIDDLE  RANKS  OF  SOCIETY, 

And  Tales  for  the  Common  People,  2  vols.  post  Svo,  (pub.  at  14».),  cloth,  9*.  Cadell,  1830 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  POETICAL  WORKS, 

Post  Svo,  (pub.  at  8«.) ,  cloth,  3*.  6d.  Cadell,  1829 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  MORAL  SKETCHES  OF  PREVAILING  OPINIONS  AND 

MANNERS,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  with  Reflections  ou  Prayer,  post  Svo.,  (pub.  at  9*.),  cloth,  4*. 

Cadell,  1830 


CATALOGUE  OF  NEW   BOOKS 


contains  much 


MORE'S    (HANNAH)    ESSAY    ON    THE    CHARACTER    AND    PRACTICAL 
'     WRITINGS  OF  ST.  PAUL,  post  8»o.,  (pub.  at  10«.  M.),  cloth,  5«.  Cadell,  1837 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  CHRISTIAN  MORALS. 

Post  Svo,  (pub.  at  10«.  fxJ.),  cloth,  5*.  Cadell,  1336 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  PRACTICAL  PIETY; 

Or,  the  Influence  of  the  Religion  of  the  Heart  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Life,  32mo,  portrait,  cloth, 
2*.  M.  Cadell,  1840 

The  only  complete  small  edition.    It  was  revised  just  before  her  death,  and 
improvement,  which  is  copyright. 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  SACRED  DRAMAS, 

chiefly  intended  for  Young  People,  to  which  is  added  "  Sensibility,"  an  Epistle,  32mo,  (pub.  at 

2«.  &t'),  gilt  cloth,  gilt  edges,  2*.  Cadell, 

This  is  the  last  genuine  edition,  and  contains  some  copyright  editions,  which  are  not  in  any 
other. 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  SEARCH  AFTER  HAPPINESS; 

U  ith  Ballads,  Tales,  Hymns,  and  Epitaphs,  32mo,  (pub.  at  2».  6d.),  gilt  cloth,  gOt  edges,  It.  M. 

PALEY'S  WORKS, 

IN  OWB  yoi.uMB,  consisting  of  his  Natural  Theology.  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy,  Evidences 
of  Christianity,  Hone  Pauhnie,  Clergyman's  Companion  in  Visiting  the  Sick,  &c.  Svo,  handsomely 
printed  in  double  columns,  (pub.  at  iu».  6d.),  cloth,  &».  1842 

PICTORIAL  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE, 

Or,  a  Cyclopaedia  of  Illustrations,  Graphic,  Historical,  and  Descriptive,  of  the  Sacred  Writings, 
by  reference  to  the  Manners,  Customs,  Rites,  Traditions,  Antiquities,  and  Literature  of  Eastern 
Nations,  2  vols.  4to.  (upwards  of  1430  double-column  pages  in  good  type),  with  upwards  of  lu« 
illustrative  Woodcuts  (pub.  at  21. 10*.).  extra  cloth.  If.  •>.  1846 

POOL'S  (MATHEW)  ANNOTATIONS  UPON  THE  HOLY  BIBLE, 

Wherein  the  Sacred  Text  is  inserted,  and  various  Readings  annexed,  together  with  the  Parallel 
Scriptures ;  the  more  difficult  Terms  in  each  Verse  are  explained,  seaming  Contradictions  recon- 
ciled, Questions  and  Doubts  resolved,  and  the  whole  Text  opened,  3  large  vols.  imperial  Svo,  (pub. 
at  31.  I6i.),  cloth,  3/.  3«.  1846 

Cecil  says,  '  if  we  must  have  commentators,  as  we  certainly  must,  Pool  is  incomparable,  and  1 
had  almost  said,  abundant  of  himself,'  and  the  Rev.  E.  Bickersteth  pronounces  the  annotations  to 
be  judicious  and  full.  It  is  no  mean  praise  of  this  valuable  work  that  it  is  in  the  list  of  books 
recommended  to  clergymen  by  Bp.  Tomline.  It  is  likewise  recommended  by  Uilpin,  Drs.  E. 
Williams,  Adam  Clarke,  Doddndge,  Home,  and  the  learned  in  general. 

SCOTT'S  (REV.  THOMAS)  COMMENTARY    ON    THE    BIBLE, 

With  the  Author's  last  Corrections  and  Improvements,  and  84  beautiful  Woodcut  ninstrattou* 
and  Maps.  3  vols.  imperial  Svo  (pub.  at  4J.  4«.),  cloth,  21.  5*.  |gj 

SCRIPTURE  GENEALOGIES, 

Containing  38  beautifully  executed  Lithographic  Drawings,  of  all  the  Genealogies  recorded  in 
the  Sacred  Scriptures,  according  to  every  Family  and  Tribe :  with  the  line  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  observed  from  Adam  to  the  Virgin  llary,  by  J.  P.  Morris,  Esq.,  royal  4to,  (pub.  at  K.1U.W.), 
cloth,  gilt,  7*.  6d. 

SIMEON'S  WORKS, 

Including  his  SKBLBTONB  or  SEBMONS  ASB  HOBA  HOMILBTICA,  or  Discourses  digested  int« 
one  continued  Series,  and  forming  a  Commentary  upon  every  Book  of  the^Old  and  New  Testa- 


ment: to  which  are  annexed  an  improved  edition  or  Claude's  Essay  on  the  Composition  of  a 
Sermon,  and  very  comprehensive  Indexes,  edited  by  the  RKV.  THOMAS  HAUWSLL  liosriB  .'1 
vols.  8w  (pub.  at  lOf.  lUf.),  cloth,  H-  It. 

Tkf  following  miniature  edition*  of  Simeon'*  popular  work*  art  uniformly  printed  in  82sM,  and 


THE  CHRISTIAN'S  ARMOUR,  9d. 

THE  EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  LITURGY,  9d. 

THE  OFFICES  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT,  $d. 

HUMILIATION  OF  THE  SON  OF  GOD:  TWELVE  SERMONS,  W. 

APPEAL  TO  MEN  OF  WISDOM  AND  CANDOUR,  W. 

DISCOURSES  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  JEWS.  1«.  M. 

"  The  works  of  Simeon,  containing  2536  discounts  on  the  principal  passages  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  will  be  found  peculiarly  R.lHpted  to  assist  the  studies  of  the  younger  clergy  in  their 
preparation  for  the  pulpit;  they  will  likewise  serve  as  a  Body  of  Divinity;  and  are  by  many 
recommended  as  a  Biblical  Commentary,  well  adap«ed  to  be  read  in  fsmUies."-Z*»mfc«. 
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SOUTH'S  (DR.  ROBERT)  SERMONS: 

To  which  are  annexed  the  chief  heads  of  the  Sermons,  a  Biographical  Memoir,  and  General  Index, 
2  vols.  royal  8vo,  (pub.  at  ll.  4*.),  cloth,  18*. 

STURM'S     MORNING     COMMUNING     WITH      COD,     OR      DEVOTIONAL 

MEDITATIONS  FOR  EVERY  DAY  IN  THE  YEAR,  translated  from  the  German.  New 
Edition,  post  8vo,  cioth,  5*.  «**/ 

TAYLOR'S  (JEREMY)  COMPLETE  WORKS, 

With  an  Essay,  Biographical  and  Critical,  3  large  vols.  imperial  8vo,  portrait,  (pub.  at  3*.  15«.), 
cloth,  32.  3s.  1336 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC  OF  ONCAR)  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  ENTHUSIASM. 

Tenth  Edition,  fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  5*.  1845 

"  It  is  refreshfng  to  us  to  meet  with  a  work  bearing  as  this  unquestionably  does,  the  impress  of 
bold,  powerful,  and  original  thought.  Its  moat  strikingly  original  views,  however,  never  trans- 
gress the  bounds  of  pure  Protestant  orthodoxy,  or  violate  the  spirit  of  truth  and  soberness ;  and 
yet  it  discusses  topics  constituting  the  very  root  and  basis  of  those  furious  polemics  which  have 
shaken  repeatedly  the  whole  intellectual  and  moral  world"— Mhenaum. 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  FANATICISM. 

Third  Edition,  carefully  revised.    Foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  6«.  1843 

"It  is  the  reader's  fault,  if  he  does  not  rise  from  the  perusal  of  such  a  volume  as  the  present  a 
wiser  and  a  better  man."— Ecclectic  Review. 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  SATURDAY  EVENING. 

Seventh  Edition.    Foolscap  8vo,  cloth,  5s.  1844 

" '  Saturday  Evening,'  and  '  Natural  History  of  Enthusiasm,'  are  two  noble  productions."— 
Blackwootfa  Magazine. 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  ELEMENTS  OF  THOUGHT, 

Or  concise  Explanations,  alphabetically  arranged,  of  the  principal  Terms  employed  in  the  usuai 
Branches  of  Intellectual  Philosophy.  Seventh  Edition.  12mo,  cloth,  4*.  1845 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  ANCIENT  CHRISTIANITY, 

AND  THE  DOCTRINES  OF  THE  OXFORD  "TRACTS  FOR  THE  TIMES."  Fourth  Edi- 
tion, with  a  Supplement  and  Indexes.  2  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  ll.  4s.),  cloth,  18*.  1844 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  LECTURES  ON  SPIRITUAL  CHRISTIANITY. 

8vo,  (pub.  at  4*.  6d.),  cloth,  3«.  1841 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  HOME  EDUCATION. 

Fourth  Edition.    Foolscap  8vo,  (pub.  at  7*.  6d.),  cloth,  5«.  1842 

TOMLINE'S   (BISHOP)   INTRODUCTION    TO  THE  STUDY  OF  THE  BIBLE, 

OR  ELEMENTS  OF  CHRISTIAN  THEOLOGY.  Containing  Proofs  of  the  Authenticity  and 
Inspiration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  a  Summary  of  the  History  of  the  Jews;  an  Account  of  the 
Jewish  Sects;  and  a  brief  Statement  of  the  Contents  of  the  several  Books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  Nineteenth  Edition,  elegantly  printed  on  fine  paper.  12mo,  (pub.  at  5*.  6d.),  cloth, 
3*.  Gd.  184o 

"  Well  adapted  as  a  manual  for  students  in  divinity,  and  may  be  read  with  advantage  by  the  most 
experienced  divine." — Marsh's  Lectvret. 

WADDINGTON'S  (DEAN  OF  DURHAM)  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH, 

FROM  THE  EARLIEST  AGES  TO  THE  REFORMATION.  3  vols.  8vo  (pub.  at  It  lOfc) 
cloth  bds.,  ll.  it. 

JVADDINCTON'S    (DEAN   OF    DURHAM)     HISTORY    OF    THE    CHURCH 

DURING  THE  REFORMATION.    3  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  II.  il».  6rf.),  cloth  bds.,  18*.        ,     184] 

WILBERFORCE»S  PRACTICAL  VIEW  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

With  a  comprehensive  Memoir  of  the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  T.  PRICE,  18mo,  printed  in  a  larze 
handsome  type,  (pub.  at  6*.),  gilt  cloth,  2*.  6d.  1345 

WILLMOTT»S  (R.  A.)  PICTURES  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

Feap.  8vo,  (pub.  at  6*.),  cloth,  3*.  6d.  Hatchard,  1841 


CATALOGUE   OF   NEW  BOOKS 


^Foreign  Slanguages  ant*  Etterature; 


CLASSICS  AND  TRANSLATIONS,  CLASSICAL  CRITICISM,  DICTIONARIES 
GRAMMARS,   COLLEGE   AND   SCHOOL   BOOKS. 


ATLASES.-WILKINSON'S  CLASSICAL  AND  SCRIPTURAL  ATLAS, 

With  Historical  and  1  Chronological  Tables,  imp.4to,  new  and  improved  edition,  53  maps,  coloured 
(pub.  at  2f.  4*.),  half-bd.  morocco,  12.  11*.  6d.  1^2 

WILKINSON'S  GENERAL  ATLAS. 

New  and  improved  edition,  with  all  the  Railroads  inserted,  Population  according  to  the  last 
Census,  Parliamentary  Returns,  &c.,  imp.  4to,  46  maps,  coloured,  (pub.  at  li.  16*.),  half  bound 
morocco,  if.  o*.  1842 

AINSWORTH'S    LATIN    DICTIONARY,    BY    DR.    JAMIESON, 

An  enlarged  Edition,  containing  all  the  word*  ot  the  Quarto  Dictionary.  Thick  8vo,  neatly 
bound  foub.  at  14«.),9«. 


BENTLE/'S  (RICHARD)  WORKS. 

Containing  Dissertations  upon  the  Epistles  of  Phalaris,  Themistocles,  Socrates,  Euripides,  and 
the  Fables  of  JSsop;  Epistola  ad  Jo.  Millium;  Sermons;  Boyle  Lecture;  Remarks  on  Free- 
thinkinjc  ;  Critical  Works,  &c.  Edited,  with  copious  Indices  and  Notes,  by  the  REV.  ALEXANDER 
DTCB.  3  vols.  8vo,  a  beautifully  printed  Edition,  (pub.  at  It.  18*.),  cloth,  l7.  1«.  1SI6-38 

BIBLIA  HEBRAICA,  EX  EDITIONE  VANDER  HOOCHT. 

Recognovit  J.  D'ALI.EMAND.    Very  thick  8vo,  handsomely  printed,  (pub.  at  II.  5*.),  cloth,  IS*. 

bond.  Lnncan.  1840 

CORPUS  POETARUM  LATINORUM. 

Edidit  O.  S.  WALKER.    Complete  in  one  very  thick  vol.  royal  8vo,  (pub.  at  2/.  2*.),  cloth,  IS*. 
This  comprehensive  volume  contains  a  library  of  the  poetical  Latin  classics,  correctly  printed 

from  the  best  texts,  viz.  : 

Catullus,  Virgil,  Lucan,  Snlpicia,  Colpurnius  Siculot, 

Tibullus,  Ovid,  Persius,  Statius,  Ausonius, 

Propertius,  Horace,  Juvenal,  Silius  Italicus,  Claudian. 

Lucretius,  Phaedrus,  Martial,  Valerius  Flaccus, 

DAMMII   LEXICON  CR/ECUM,    HOMERICUM  ET  PINDARICUM. 

Cura  Duncan,  royal  4to,  new  edition,  printed  on  fine  paper,  (pub.  at  51.  5».>,  cloth,  \l.  1*.  IMS, 

"  An  excellent  work  ;  the  merits  of  which  have  been  universally  acknowledged  by  literary  cha- 
racters."— Dr  Dibdi*. 

GAELIC-ENGLISH  AND  ENGLISH-GAELIC  DICTIONARY. 

With  Examples,  Phrases,  and  Etymological  Remarks,  by  Two  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HIGHLAND 
SOCIETY.  Complete  in  one  thick  vol.  8vo.  New  Edition,  containing  many  more  words  than  the 
Quarto  Edition,  (pub.  at  II.  It.),  cloth,  12*.  1846 

HERMANN'S  MANUAL  OF  THE  POLITICAL  ANTIQUITIES  OF  GREECE, 

Historically  considered,  translated  from  the  German,  8vo,  (published  at  15*.),  cl  >th,  10*.  fid. 

Oxford,  Talboy*.  1836. 

"  Hermann's  Manual  of  Greek  Antiquities  is  most  important,"—  TkirlvaU't  llut.  of  Greet*. 
vol.  i.  p.  443. 

LEMPRIERE'S  CLASSICAL  DICTIONARY. 

MitiATURc  EDITION,  containing  a  full  Account  of  all  the  Proper  Names  mentioned  in  Ancient 
Authors,  and  much  useful  information  respecting  the  uses  and  habits  of  tlie  Greeks  and  Ronmns, 
new  and  complete  edition,  BLKGASILT  FEINTED  in  FBABI.  TTFE.  in  one  very  thick 
(pub.  at  7*.  W.),  cloth,  4*.  64.  184& 

LEE'S  HEBREW  GRAMMAR, 

Compiled  from  the  best  Authorities,  and  principally  from  Oriental  Sources,  desirned  for  the  t'«e 
of  Students  in  the  Universities.      New  Kdition,  enriched  with  mnrb  original  mnn 
Thousand.  Svo,  (published  at  !&.),  cloth,  8*  London,  Duncat,  184 


PUBLISHED  OR  SOLD  BY   H.  G.  BOHN. 


LEE'S  HEBREW,  CHALDEE,  AND  ENGLISH  LEXICON. 

Compiled  from  the  best  Authorities,  Oriental  and  European,  Jewish  and  Christian,  including 
BUXTORP,  TAYLOR,  PAH.KHUBST,  acd  GBSBNIUS;  containing  all  the  Words,  with  their  Inflec- 
tions, Idiomatic  Usages,  etc.  found  in  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee  Text  of  the  Old  Testament; 
with  numerous  corrections  of  former  Lexicographers  and  Commentators,  followed  by  an  English 
Index,  in  one  thick  vol.  8vo.  Third  Thousand,  (pub.  at  II.  5*.),  cloth,  15*.  Loud.  1844 

LIVII  HISTORIA,  EX  RECENSIONE  DRAKENBORCHII  ET  KREYSSIC; 

Et  Annotations  CRKVIKRII,  STBOTHII,  RITPBRTI,  RASCHI&  et  aliorum;  Animadversiones  NIB- 
BUHKII,  WACHSMOTUII,  et  suas  addidit  TRAVBRS  Twiss,  J.  C.  B.  Coll,  Univ.  Oxon.  Socius  et 
Tutor.  Cum  Indice  amplissimo,  4  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at  II.  IS*.),  cloth,  II.  8».  Oxford,  1341 

This  is  the  best  and  most  useful  edition  of  Livy  ever  published  in  octavo,  and  it  is  preferred 
in  all  our  universities  and  classical  schools.  \ 

NIEBUHR'S  HISTORY  OF  ROME, 

Epitomized,  (for  the  use  of  Colleges  and  Schools,)  with  Chronological  Tables  and  Appendix,  by 
TRAVBBS  Twiss,  B.C.D.,  complete  in  2  vols.  bound  in  1,  8vo,  (pub.  at  ll.  Is.),  cloth,  10*.  6d. 

Oxford,  Talooys,  1837 

"  Tim  edition  by  Mr.  Twiss  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to  classical  learning,  clearly  and  ably 
embodying  all  the  latest  efforts  of  the  laborious  Niebuhr."— Literary  Gazette. 

OXFORD  CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLES  OF  UNIVERSAL  HISTORY, 

From  the  earliest  Period  to  the  present  Time ;  in  which  all  the  great  Events,  Civil,  Religious, 
Scientific,  and  Literary,  of  the  various  Nations  of  the  World  are  placed,  at  one  view,  under  the 
eye  of  the  Reader,  in  a  Series  of  parallel  columns,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  state  of  the  whole  Civilized 
World  at  any  epoch,  and  at  the  same  time  form  a  continuous  chain  of  History,  with  Genealogical 
Tables  of  all  the  principal  Dynasties.  Complete  in  3  Sections,  viz  : — 1.  Ancient  History,  II.  Middle 
Ages.  III.  Modern  History.  With  a  most  complete  Index  to  the  entire  work,  folio,  (pub.  at  11.16*.). 
half  bound  morocco,  \l.  1*. 

The  above  is  also  sold,  separately,  as  follows : — 

THE  MIDDLE  AGES  AND  MODERN  HISTORY, 
2  parts  in  1,  folio,  (pub.  at  ll.  2*.  M.),  sewed,  16*. 

MODERN  HISTORY, 
Folio,  (pub.  at  12s.),  sewed,  8*. 

RITTER'S    HISTORY    OF    ANCIENT    PHILOSOPHY, 

Translated  from  the  German,  by  A.  J.  W.  MORRISON,  B.  A.,  Trin.  Coll.,  Cambridge.  4  vols.  8vo, 
now  completed,  with  a  General  Index,  cloth  lettered  (pub.  at  31.  4*.),  21.  2*.  Oxford,  1846 

THB  FOURTH  VOLCMB  may  be  had  separately.    Cloth,  16* 

"  An  important  work ;  it  may  be  said  to  have  superseded  all  the  previous  histories  of  philo- 
sophy, and  to  have  become  the  standard  work  on  the  subject.  Mr  Jonnson  is  also  exempt  from 
the  usual  faults  of  translators." — Quarterly  Review. 

CHOMANN'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  ASSEMBLIES  OF  THE  ATHENIANS, 

Translated  from  the  Latin,  with  a  complete  Index,  8vo,  (published  at  10*.  6.i.),  cloth,  5*. 

Camb.  1838 
A  book  of  the  same  school  and  character  as  the  works  of  Heeren,  Boechk,  Schlegel,  &c. 

SOPHOCLES,  LITERALLY  TRANSLATED  INTO  ENGLISH  PROSE, 

With  Notes.    8vo,  4th  improved  Edition,  (pub.  at  15*.) ,  cloth,  9*.  Oxford,  Talboys,  1842 

ELLENDT'S  CREEK  AND  ENGLISH  LEXICON  TO  SOPHOCLES, 

Translated  by  CART.   8vo,  (pub.  at  12e.),  cloth,  6*.  6d.  Oxford,  Talboys,\84\ 

STUART'S  HEBREW  CHRETSOMATHY, 

Designed  as  an  Introduction  to  a  Course  of  Hebrew  Study.  3rd  Edition,  8vo,  (pub.  at  14*.),  cloth, 
9*.  Oxford,  Talboys,  1834 

This  work,  which  was  designed  by  its  learned  author  to  facilitate  the  study  of  Hebrew,  has  hud 
a  very  extensive  sale  in  America.  It  forms  a  desirable  adjunct  to  all  Hebrew  Grammars,  and  is 
sufficient  to  complete  the  system  of  instruction  in  that  language. 

TACITUS,   CUM  NOTIS  BROTIERI,  CURANTE  A.  ,'.  VALPY. 

Editio  nova,  cum  Appeudice.   4  vols.  8vo,  (pub.  at2/.  16*.),  cloth,  J/.  5*. 

The  most  complete  Edition. 
TACITUS,  A  NEW  AND  LITERAL  TRANSLATION. 

Svo,  (pub.  at  16*.).  cloth.  10*.  6d.  Oxford.  Talboyt,  1839 


CATALOGUE  OF   NEW  BOOKS. 


TENNEM ANN'S  MANUAL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  PHILOSOPHY, 

Translated  from  the  German,  by  the  Rev.  AETHUR  JOHNSOS,  M.A.,  Professor  of  Anglo- Saxon  in 
the  University  of  Oxford.    In  one  thick  closely  printed  volume,  Svo,  (pub.  at  14*.),  boards,  9*. 

"  A  work  which  marks  out  all  the  leading  epochs  in  philosophy,  and  gives  minute  chronolo'gical 
information  concerning  them,  with  biographical  notices  of  the  founders  and  followers  ot  the 
principal  schools,  ample  texts  of  their  works,  and  an  account  of  the  principal  editions.  In  a  word, 
to  the  student  of  philosophy,  I  know  of  no  work  in  English  likely  to  prove  hall  so  useful."— I/ay  - 
ward,  in  Hit  Traiulation  of  Goethe' »  Faust. 

TERENTIUS,  CUM  NOTIS  VARIORUM,  CURA  ZEUNII, 

Cure  GILES:  acced.  Index  copiosissimus.       Complete  in  one  thick  vol.  Svo,  (pub.  at  16».), 
cloth,  8*.  1837 

WILSON'S  (JAMES,  PROFESSOR  OF  FRENCH  IN  ST.  GREGORY'S  COL- 
LEGE), FRENCH-ENGLISH  AND  ENGLISH-FRENCH  DICTIONARY,  containing  full 
Explanations,  Definitions,  Synonyms,  Idioms,  Proverbs,  Terms  of  Art  and  Science,  and  Rules  of 
Pronunciation  in  each  Language.  Compiled  from  the  DICTIONARIES  or  THE  ACADEMY,  HOWTEK, 
CUAMBAUD,  GARNER,  LAVEACX,  DF.S  CARRIERES  AND  FAIN,  Joan  son  AND  WALKER.  I  large 
closely  printed  voL  imperial  Svo,  (pub.  at  2J.  2».),  cloth,  ll.  81.  184 1 

XENOPHONTIS  OPERA,  CR.  ET.  LAT.  SCHNEIDERI  ET  ZEUNII, 

Accedit  Index.  (PORBON  AND  EI.MRLKT'S  EDITION),  10  vols.  12mo,  handsomely  printed  in  a  large 
type,  done  up  in  5  vols.  (pub.  at  41.  lOt.) ,  cloth,  18*.  1841 

The  same,  large  paper,  10  vols.  crown  Svo,  done  up  in  5  vols,,  cloth,  If.  5«. 


Nobel0t  ftHorfts  of  dFictton,  Eigjt 


AINSWORTH'S  TOWER  OF  LONDON. 

An  Historical  Romance,  illustrated  by  GEORGE  CRUIKSHANK.  Thick  medium  Svo.  New  Edition, 
with  95  highly-finished  Etchings  on  steel,  and  fine  wood  Engravings  (pub.  at  IM.),  cloth,  richly 
gilt,  10*.  62.  1S4» 

Of  this  very  elegant  and  popular  volume  fifteen  thousand  copies  have  already  been  sold. 

AINSWORTH'S  WINDSOR  CASTLE. 

An  Historical  Romance,  illustrated  by  GRORGE  CRUIKSHANK  and  TOUT  JOHAN  NOT.  Medium 
Svo,  fine  Portrait,  and  105  Steel  and  Wood  Engravings,  gilt  cloth,  10*.  Gd.  1843 

BREMER'S  (MISS)  NOVELS  AND  TALES,  BY  MARY  HOWITT: 

Viz.  Home— Neighbours— President's  Daughter— Nina— Every  Day  Life,   a   Diary— Strife   and 

Peace — H Family — Tralinnan — Axel  and  Anna— Tales.  Together  11  vols.  post  Svo,  comprising 

14  Novels  and  Tales,  being  the  whole  of  the  Author's  published  Works;  with  an  authentic 
Portrait  of  Miss  Bremer.  (Pub.  at  bl.  lot.  W.),  handsomely  printed  on  fine  paper,  extra  gilt  cloth, 
uniform,  ll.  16..  1843-45 

"  By  far  the  best  translations  of  these  charming  fictions,  and  the  only  authentic  one*." 
Mitt  Bremer-t  Havel*  are  alto  told  teparately  at  follow : 

THE  HOME:   OR,  FAMILT  CARES    AMD    FAMILY  JOTS.     Second  Edition,  revised 
2  vols.  post  Svo,  (pub.  at  ll.  I*.),  cloth,  7*.  6d.  1843 

THE  NEIGHBOURS,  A  STORY  OP  EVERY-DAY  LIFE.    Translated  by  MARI  HOWXTT. 

Third  Edition,  revised.    2  vols.  post  Svo,  (pub.  at  IS*.),  cloth,  It.  M.  1843 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  DAUGHTER,  AND  NINA.  Two  Novels,  translated  by  MART  HOWITT. 
8  vola.  pott  Svo,  ( pub  at  IL  1  It.  6d. ) .  cloth,  10*.  M.  1848 

NEW   SKETCHES  OF  EVERY-DAY  LIFE,  A  DIARY;   together  with   STRIFE    ANP 
PEACE.    Translated  by  MART  HOWITT.    2  vols.  post  8vo,  (pub.  at  ll.  1*.),  cloth,  7*.  6tL          1844 

THALINNAN;  AXEL  AND  ANNA;  THE  H FAMILY;  AND  OTHER  TALES. 

ited  by  MART  UOWITT.    2  vols.  pa 

CRUIKSHANK  "AT  HOME;" 

f  Endless  Km 
with  nuinci 
Also.  (  IU  I  K<ll  ANK'S  ODD  VOLUME,  OK  HOOK  OF  ViRl 


TKALIMSArS;  AXEL  AND  ANN  A ;  THE  11 FAMILY;  AND  OTHER  TALKS.   Trans- 

lated  by  MART  UOWITT.    2  vols.  post  Svo,  with  a  Portrait,  (pub.  at  1«.  It.),  cloth.  It.  6d,  1844 


A  New  Family  Album  of  Endless  Entertainment,  confuting  of  a  Scries  of  Tale*  and  Sketches  by  the 
rlrvrr  and  humorous  Illustration*  on  \\nn,\  by  CRIIIK- 
I 

Foolscap  Bvo,' (pub.  at  2/.  18t.)  cloth  gi™  i(>«.  6«L  1846 


most  popular  Authors,  with  numerous  rlrvrr  and  humorous  Illustrations  on  Wood  by  CROIK- 
tHAwiandSBTMouR.    Also  CHl'l  KS1I  ANK'S  ODD  VOLUME,  OR  HOOK  OF  V  A 
Illustrated  by  Two  Odd  Fellows— SEYMOUR  and  CRUIKSUAMK.     Together  4  vols.  bound  in  2. 


PUBLISHED   OR  SOLD   BY   H.  G.  BOHN. 


HOWITT'S  (WILLIAM)  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  JACK  OF  THE  MILL. 

A  Fireside  Story.  By  WILLIAM  HOWITT.  Second  Edition.  2  vols.  foolscap  8vo,  with  46  Illustra- 
tions on  Wood,  (pub.  at  15*.),  cloth,  7»-  6<J.  1845 

HOWITT'S    (WILLIAM)    WANDERINGS    OF    A    JOURNEYMAN    TAILOR, 

THROUGH  EUROPE  AND  THE  EAST,  DURING  THE  YEARS  1824  TO  1840,  Trans- 
lated  by  WILLIAM  HOWITT.  Foolscap  8vo,  with  Portrait,  (pub.  at  6s.),  cloth,  3*.  6d.  1844 

HOWITT'S  (WILLIAM)  GERMAN  EXPERIENCES. 

Addressed  to  the  English,  both  Goers  abroad  and  Stayers  at  Home.  One  vol.  foolscap  Svo,  (pub. 
at  6s.),  cloth,  3*.  6<i.  1844 

JOE  MILLER'S  JEST-BOOK. 

Being  a  Collection  of  the  most  excellent  Bon  Mots,  Brilliant  Jests,  and  Striking  Anecdotes  in  the 
English  Language.  Complete  in  one  thick  and  closely  but  elegantly  printed  volume,  foolscap 
12mo,  Frontispiece,  (pub.  at  4s.),  cloth,  3*. 

JERROLD'S  (DOUGLAS)  CAKES  AND  ALE. 

A  Collection  of  Humorous  Tales  and  Sketches.  2  vols.  post  Svo,  with  Plates  by  GEORGE  CnuiK- 
SHANK,  (pub.  at  15s.),  cloth  gilt,  St.  1842 

LEVER'S  ARTHUR  O'LEARY  :  HIS  WANDERINGS  AND  PONDERINCS  IN 
MANY  LANDS.  Edited  by  HAKBY  LORREQUHB.  Cruikshank's  New  Illustrated  Edition.  Com- 
plete in  one  vol.  Svo,  (pub.  at  12*.),  cloth,  9«.  1845 

LOVER'S  LEGENDS  AND  STORIES  OF  IRELAND. 

Both  Series.  2  vols.  foolscap  Svo.  Fourth  Edition,  embellished  with  Woodcuts  by  HARVKI, 
(pub.  at  15*.),  cloth,  6».  6d.  1837 

LOVER'S  HANDY  ANDY. 

A  Tale  of  Irish  Life.  Medium  Svo.  Third  Edition,  with  24  characteristic  Illustrations  on  Steel, 
(pub.  at  13s.),  cloth,  7*.  6d.  1845 

LOVER'S  TREASURE  TROVE;  OR,  L.  S.  D. 

A  Romantic  Irish  Tale  of  the  last  Century.  Medium  Svo.  Second  Edition,  with  26  characteristic 
Illustrations  on  Steel,  (pub.  at  14*.),  clo«»  <»«.  1846 

MAN-0'WAR'S-MAN.     BY  BILL  TRUCK,  SENIOR, 

BOATSWAIN  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  GREENWICH.  Complete  in  a  thick  closely  printed 
volume,  foolscap  Svo,  (pub.  at  6».)  ,  gilt  cloth,  4*  .  Blackwood,  1843 

"  These  sea-papers  are  among  the  best  we  ever  read.    They  give  an  animated  picture  of  life  on 
board  a  man-of-war."  —  Literary  Gazette. 


MARRYAT'S  (CAPT.)  POOR  JACK 

46  large  and  exqui 
STAN  FIELD,  R.  A. 


Illustrated  by  46  large  and  exquisitely  beautiful  Engravings  on  wood,  after  the  masterly  designs 
One  handsome  volume,  royal  Svo,  (pub.  at  14s.),  gilt  cloth,  9*. 


1840 
MILLER'S  GODFREY  MALVERN,  OR  THE  LIFE  OF  AN  AUTHOR. 

By  the  Author  of  "Gideon  Giles,"  "  Royston  Gower,"  "  Day  in  the  Woods,"  &c.  &c.  2  vols  in  1, 
Svo,  with  24  clever  Illustrations  by  PHIZ,  (pub.  at  13*.),  cloth,  6s.  6d. 

"  This  Work  has  a  tone  and  an  individuality  which  distinguish  it  from  all  others,  and  cannot  he 
read  without  pleasure.  Mr.  Miller  lias  the  forms  and  colours  of  rustic  life  more  completely  under 
his  control  than  any  of  his  predecessors."—  Athenaum. 

MILLER'S  GIDEON  GILES  THE  ROPER. 

A  Tale  of  English  Country  Life.  With  36  etched  Illustrations.  Svo,  (pub.  at  13*.),  gilt  cloth,  5*.  fid. 

PICTURES  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

A  Series  of  Literary  and  Graphic  Delineations  of  French  Character.  By  JULES  JANIN,  BALZAC, 
CORMF.NIN,  and  other  celebrated  French  Authors.  One  large  vol.  royal  Svo,  illustrated  by  upwards 
of  230  humorous  and  extremely  clever  Wood  Engravings  by  distinguished  Artists,  (pub.  as  I/.  5*.), 
Cloth  gilt,  12*.  18-10 

This  book  is  extremely  clever,  both  in  the  letter-press  and  plates,  and  has  had  an  immense  run 
in  France,  greater  even  than  the  Pickwick  Papers  in  this  country. 

TROLLOPE'S  (MRS.)  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  MICHAEL  ARMSTRONG, 

The  Factory  Boy,  medium  Svo.  with  24  steel  plates,  (pub.  at  12*.),  gilt  cloth,  6*.  6d.  1840 

TROLLOPE'S  (MRS.)  JESSIE  PHILLIPS 

A  Tale  of  the  Present  Day.  medium  Svo,  port.  &  12  steel  plates  (cub.  «i  12*.),  cloth  gilt,  6*.  6d.  1844 


CATALOGUE   OP   NEW   BOOKS 


gfubeml*  anto  3£lementate 


BINGLEY'S  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE. 

Or,  a  familiar  Account  of  all  the  various  Productions  of  Nature,  Mineral.Vegetable.and  Animal, 
systematically  arranged,  which  are  chiefly  employed  for  the  use  of  Man,  illustrated  by  Plates  and 
150  Wood-cuts,  and  intended  as  a  work  both  or  Instruction  and  Reference.  Sixth  Edition,  revised, 
enlarged,  and  altered  to  the  existing  state  of  science,  by  D.  COOFBB,  of  the  British  Museum,  2 
vols.  post  8vo,  (pub.  at  16».),  cloth,  10*.  6d.  Trade  edition,  1 « i-J 

DRAPER'S  JUVENILE  NATURALIST, 

Or  Country  Walks  in  Spring,  Summer,  Autumn,  and  Winter,  square  )2mo,  with  eighty  beautifully 
executed  Woodcuts,  (pub.  at  It.  6d.),  cloth,  gilt  edges,  4*.  6d.  1845 

ENCYCLOP/EDIA  OF  MANNERS  AND  ETIQUETTE, 

Comprising  an  improved  edition  of  Chesterfield's  Advice  to  his  Son  on  Men  and  Manners;  and 
THB  YOUSG  MAM'S  Own  BOOK;  a  Manual  of  Politeness,  Intellectual  Improvement,  and  Moral 
Deportment,  24mo,  frontispiece,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  2*.  1843 

HOWITT'S  (MARY)  CHILD'S  PICTURE  AND  VERSE  BOOK, 

Commonly  called  "Otto  Specifier's  Fable  Book;"  translated  into  English  Verse,  with  French  and 
German  N  erses  opposite,  forming  a  Triglott,  square  12ino,  with  100  large  Wood  Engravings,  (pub. 
at  lo  ».  r«l.),  extra  Turkey  cloth,  gilt  edges,  bt.  isio 

This  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  juvenile  books  ever  produced,  and  baa  the  novelty  of  being  in 
three  languages. 

LAMB'S  TALES  FROM  SHAKSPEARE, 

Designed  principally  for  the  Use  of  Young  Persons,  (written  by  Miss  and  CUARI.ES  LAMB),  sixth 
edition,  embellished  with  20  large  and  beautiful  Wood-cut  Engravings,  from  designs  by  HARVHY, 
fcap.  8vo,  (pub.  at  1».  6d.),  cloth,  gilt,  b».  1843 

"  One  of  the  most  useful  and  agreeable  companions  to  the  understanding  of  Shakspeare  which 
have  been  produced.  The  youthful  reader  who  is  about  to  taste  the  charms  of  our  great  Bard,  is 
strongly  recommended  to  prepare  himself  by  first  reading  these  elegant  tales." — Quarterly  Reciftg 

L.  E.  L.  TRAITS  AND  TRIALS  OF  EARLY  LIFE. 

A  series  of  Tales  addressed  to  Young  People:  By  L.  E.  L.  (Miss  LA*  DOW  ).  Fourth  edition,  fcap. 
8vo,  with  a  beautiful  Portrait  Engraved  on  Steel,  (pub.  at  bt.),  gilt,  cloth,  3*.  1845 


LOUDON'S  (MRS.)  ENTERTAINING  NATURALIST, 

Being  popular  Descriptions,  Tales,  and  Anecdotes  of  more  than  Five  Hundred  Animals,  com- 
prehending all  the  Quadrupeds,  Birds,  Fishes,  Reptiles,  Insects,  &c.,  of  which  a  knowledge  is 
Indispensable  in  P  "  "  ..-.....• 

HAKVKY,  Wuiair 


indispensable  in  Polite  Education ;  illustrated  by  upwards  of  400  beautiful  Woodcuts,  by  BBWICE, 
d  others,  post  8vo,  gilt,  cloth,  7*.  6d.  1843 


MARTIN  AND  WESTALL'S  PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  BIBLE, 

The  letterpress  by  the  Hiv.  HOBART  CAUMTKR,  8vo.  144  extremely  beautiful  Wood  Engravings, 
by  the  first  Artists,  (including  reduced  copies  of  MARTIN'S  celebrated  Pictures,  Helsbaziar's 
Feast,  The  Deluge,  Fall  of  Nineveh,  &c.),  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  reduced  to  12*.- Whole  bound 
morocco,  richly  gilt,  gilt  edges,  18*.  1346 

A  most  elegant  present  to  young  people. 

PERCY  TALES  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  ENGLAND; 

Stories  of  Camps  and  Battle-Fields,  Wars,  and  Victories  (moderniied  from  TTolinshed,  Froissan, 
and  the  other  Chroniclers),  2  vols.  in  1,  square  12mo.  (Parley  size).  Fourth  Edition,  considerably 
improved,  completed  to  the  present  time,  embellished  with  16  exceedingly  beautiful  Wood 
Engravings,  (pub.  at  to.),  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges.  81.  1S46 

This  beautiful  volume  has  enjoyed  a  large  share  of  success,  and  deservedly. 

PINNOCK'S     COMPREHENSIVE  GRAMMAR    OF    MODERN     GEOGRAPHY 

AM)   HISTORY,  for  the  use  of  Schools  and  for  Private  Tuition,  in  1  thick  vol.  i- 
uumerous  Maps,  Views,  and  Costumes,  finely  Engraved  on  Steel,  (fortieth  thousand),  roan,  at.  M. 

PINNOCK'S     COMPREHENSIVE   GRAMMAR    QF    ANCIENT    GEOGRAPHY 

AM)  HISTORY,  for  the  u»e  of  Schools  and  for  Private  Tuition,  ISn.o,  with  Maps,  Vlews.and 
Costumes,  finely  Engraved  ou  Steel,  iiew  edition,  (pub.  at  5*.  W.),  row  4*.  64. 


PUBLISHED  OR  SOLD  BY  II.  G.  BOHN.  -31 

PINNOCK'S     COMPREHENSIVE    GRAMMAR    OF    SACRED    GEOGRAPHY 

AND  HISTORY,  for  the  use  of  Schools  and  for  Private  Tuition,  18mo,  with  Maps,  Views,  and 
Costumes,  finely  engraved  on  Steel,  new  edition,  (pub.  at  5«.  W.)»  roan,  4s.  6<i.  is  u 

PINNOCK'S  COMPREHENSIVE  GRAMMAR  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE, 

with  Exercises ;  written  in  a  familiar  style,  accompanied  with  Questions  for  Examination,  and 
Notes  Critical  aud  Explanatory,  intended  for  the  use  of  Schools,  12mo,  (pub.  at  5*.  6d.),  roan, 
4s.  6d.  1845 

STRICKLAND'S  (MISS)   EDWARD  EVELYN, 

A  Tale  of  the  Rebellion  of  1745  ;  to  which  is  added,  "  The  Peasant's  Tale,"  by  JBFKEBYS  TAYLOR, 
foolscap  8vo,  two  fine  Plates,  (pub.  at  5s.),  cloth  gilt,  2s.  6d.  1843 

By  the  popular  Author  of  the  Lives  of  the  Queens  of  England. 


WOOD-NOTES  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  (OR  THE  POETRY  OF  BIRDS), 

A  Series  of  Songs  and  Poems  for  Young  People,  contributed  by  BARRY  CORNWALL,  WORDS- 
WORTH, MOORE,  COLERIDGE,  CAMPBEIL,  JOANNA  BAII.LIK,  ELIZA  COOK,  MARY  BOWITT,  MRS. 
U  KM  ASS,  HOGG,  CHARLOTTE  SMITH,  &c.,  fcap.  8vo,  very  prettily  printed,  with  15  beautiful  Wood 
Engravings,  (pub.  at  3s.  6d.),  cloth,  gilt  edges,  2s.  1842 


YOUNG  ENGLAND'S  LITTLE  LIBRARY; 

A  Collection  of  Original  Tales  for  Children,  in  Prose  and  Verse,  by  MRS.  HALL,  MBS.  HOWITT, 
ALBERT  SMITH,  MR.  GASPBY,  the  Author  of  the  "New  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  aud  other  Authors,  hand- 
somely printed  in  small  4to,  illustrated  with  upwards  of  80  very  large  and  clever  Engravings  on 
Wood  and  Stone,  moral  and  humorous,  (pub.  at  10*.  6eJ.),  cloth,  gilt  edges,  6«.  6d.  1844 

YOUTH'S  (THE)  HANDBOOK  OF  ENTERTAINING  KNpWLEDCE, 

In  a  Series  of  Familiar  Conversations  on  the  most  interesting  Productions  of  Nature  and  Art,  and 
on  other  Instructive  Topics  of  Polite  Education.  By  a  Lady  {MRS.  PALLISBB,  the  Sister  of  Capt. 
Marryat),  2  vols.  fcap.  8vo,  Woodcuts,  (pub.  at  15s.),  cloth,  gilt,  6s.  1844 

This  is  a  very  clever  and  instructive  book,  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  young  people,  on  the  plan 
of  the  Conversations  on  Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  Botany,  &c. 


anfc  Jftustcal 


THE  MUSICAL  LIBRARY. 

A  Selection  ol  the  best  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music,  both  English  and  Foreign.  Edited  by  W. 
AYRTOS,  Esq.,  of  the  Opera  House.  8  vols.  folio,  comprehending  more  than  400  pieces  of  Music, 
beautifully  printed  with  metallic  types,  (pub.  at  41.  4s.),  sewed,  17.  Us.  Gd. 

The  Vocal  and  Instrumental  may  be  had  separately,  each  in  4  vols.  at  16s. 

MUSICAL  CABINET  AND  HARMONIST. 

A  Collection  of  classical  and  popular  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music;  comprising  Selections  from 
the  best  productions  of  all  the  Great  Masters;  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  Melodies;  with  roauy 
of  the  National  Airs  of  other  Countries,  embracing  Overtures,  Marches,  Rondos,  Quadrilles, 
Waltzes,  and  Gallopades;  also,  Madrigals,  Duets,  and  Glees;  the  whole  adapted  either  for  the 
Voice,  tbe  Piano-forte,  the  Harp,  or  the  Organ ;  with  Pieces  occasionally  for  the  Flute  and  Guitar, 
»nder  the  superintendence  of  an  eminent  Professor.  4  vols.  small  folio,  comprehending  more  than 
100  pieces  of  Music,  beautifully  printed  with  metallic  types,  (pub.  at  2i.  2s.),  sewed,  IGs. 

The  great  sale  of  the  MUSICAL  LIBRARY,  in  consequence  of  its  extremely  low  price,  has  induced 
the  Advertiser  to  adopt  the  same  plan  of  selling  the  present  capital  selection.  As  the  contents 
are  quite  different  from  the  Musical  Library,  and  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  selection  is  equal, 
the  work  will  no  doubt  meet  with  similar  success. 

MUSICAL  GEM; 

A  Collection  of  300  MODKBM  SONGS,  DCT.TS,  GLUES,  &c.,  by  the  most  celebrated  Composers  of 
the  present  day,  adapted  for  the  Voice,  Flute,  or  Violin,  (edited  by  JOHN  PARRY),  3  vol».  in  1 
8vo,  with  a  beautifully  engraved  Title,  and  a  very  richly  Illuminated  Frontispiece,  (pub.  at  11.  Is.) 
cloth,  gilt,  10s.  Sd.  184f 

The  above  capital  collection  contains  a  (treat  number  of  the  best  copyright  pieces,  including 
some  of  the  most  popular  aoiigs  of  liraham  Bishop,  &c.  It  forms  a  mo.i  attractive  volume. 


CATALOGUE  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 


JHefctcine,  Surgery,  &natomp,  Otfjemtsttp, 


BARTON  AND  CASTLE'S   BRITISH   FLORA  MEDICA. 

Or  History  of  the  Medicinal  Plants  of  Great  Britain,  58  vols.  Svo,  upwards  of  200  finely  coloureu 

figures  of  Plants,  (pub.  at  31.  3«.),  cloth,  II.  16*.  1>45 

An  exceedingly  cheap,  elegant,  and  valuable  work,  necessary  to  every  medical  practitioner. 

BATEMAN  AND  WILLAN'S  DELINEATIONS  OF  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES, 

4to,  containing  72  Plates,  beautifully  and  very  accurately  coloured  under  the  superintendence  of 
an  eminent  Professional  Gentleman,  (Dr.  CABS  WELL),  (pub.  at  12t.  12t.),  half  bound  morocco, 
5f.5«.  1S40 

"  Dr.  Bateman's  valuable  work  has  done  more  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  cutaneous  diseases 
than  any  other  that  has  ever  appeared."—  fir.  A.  T.  Thompson. 

BOSTOCK'S  (DR.)  SYSTEM  OF  PHYSIOLOGY, 

Comprising  a  Complete  View  of  the  Present  State  of  the  Science.  4th  Edition,  revised  and  cor- 
rected throughout,  8vo  (900  pages),  (pub.  at  It.),  cloth,  8f.  1834 

CELSUS  DE  MEDICINA,  EDITED  BY  E.  MILLICAN,  M.D., 

Cum  Indice  copiosissimo  ex  edit.  Targae.    Thick  8vo,  Frontispiece,  (pub.  at  16*.),  cloth.  9*. 

Edinburgh,  1831 

This  is  the  very  best  edition  of  Celsus.  It  contains  critical  and  medical  notes,  applicable  to 
the  practice  of  this  country  ;  a  parallel  Table  of  ancient  and  modem  Medical  terms,  synonymes, 
weights,  measures,  &c.,  and,  indeed,  everything  which  can  be  useful  to  the  Medical  Student  ; 
together  with  a  singularly  extensive  Index. 

CELSUS,  LATIN  AND  ENGLISH,  INTERLINEAR, 

With  "  Ordo"  and  the  Latin  Text  beneath,  for  the  Examination  of  Candidates  at  Apothecaries 
Hall,  and  other  Public  Boards  ;  by  VESA  BLBS.  12mo,  (pub.  10*.  6d.),  cloth,  5*.  1837 

HOME'S  (SIR  EVERARD)  GREAT  WORK  ON  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY, 

Being  the  Substance  of  his  numerous  Lectures,  and  including  Explanations  of  nearly  all  the 
Preparations  in  the  Hunteriau  Collection  ;  with  a  General  Index.  6  vols.  royal  4to,  Portrait,  and 
361  fine  Plates,  after  Drawings  by  BAUKB  and  others,  (pub.  at  18L  18*.),  cloth,  f>t.  6*.  1814-38 

HOPE'S  MORBID  ANATOMY, 

Royal  8vo,  with  48  highly  finished  coloured  Plates,  containing  260  accurate  Delineations  of  Case* 
in  every  known  variety  of  Disease,  (pub.  at  5f.  5s.),  cloth,  3*.  ii«.  1894 

JAMIESON'S  MECHANICS  FOR  PRACTICAL  MEN, 

Including  Treatises  on  the  Composition  and  Resolution  of  Forces;  the  Centre  of  Gravity;  and 
the  Mechanical  Powers  ;  illustrated  by  Examples  and  Designs.  Fourth  Edition,  greatly  improved, 
8vo,  (pub.  at  15«.),  cloth  7*.  6rf.  1346 

"  A  great  mechanical  treasure."—  Dr.  Birkbeok. 

LAWRENCE  (W.)  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

Third  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  8vo,  (820  closely  printed  pages),  (pub.  at  If.  4*.),  cloth 
10*.  6d.  ls« 

LIFE  OF  SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER, 

Interspersed  with  his  Sketches  of  Distinguished  Characters  ;  by  BBAHS  B  Y  COOPBB.  2  vols.  Svo, 
with  fine  Portrait,  after  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  (pub.  at  It.  1*.),  cloth,  10*.  6d. 

TYRRELL  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE   EYE, 

Being  a  Practical  Woik  on  their  Treatment,  Me.lically,  Topically,  and  by  Operation;  br  F 
TYBBKLI.,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital.  2  thick  voU.  Svo,  illus- 
trated by  9  Plates,  containing  upwards  of  60  finely  coloured  figure*,  (pub.  at  It.  16*.),  cloth,  It.  1*. 

IS*" 

WOODVILLE'S  MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

Third  Edition,  enlarged  by  Sir  W.  JACKSO*  ITooxiK.  5  vols.  4to,  with  310  Plates,  Engraved  by 
SOWBBBT,  most  carefully  coloured,  (pub.  at  lot.  10*.).  half  bound  morocco,  5f.  i*.  The  Fifth,  or 
Supplementary  Volume,  entirely  by  Sir  W.  J.  HoonKB.to  complete  the  old  Editions.  4U>,  36 
coloured  Plates,  (pub.  at  2f.  12*.  «.),  board.,  It.  lit.  64.  1831 
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